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 TAVISUPALI SAKARTVELO

(FREE GEORGIA) ‘

Nol4 (in brief)
23 - 29 April, 1996

Badri Zarandia:

During my ‘arrest | was wounded in
leg. Thanks to the interference of the for=
ce structures my left leg was completely

cidentally or intentionally the surgical ne-
edle was left in the wound, due 10 which
fact I was subjected to two more surgical
interventions. When I was recovering from
the narcosis I was severcly beaten by the
butt-stocks of the firearms, which resulted
in wounds on the back of the head and
jaw.

Five times I had severe hemorrhage.
every time I was loosing 500-600 g of
blood; 1 have lost total of 1.5 | of blood.
eventually the surgeons found the needle
left in my wound and removed it, but the
whole operation was made without an-
esthesia since the doctors feared that re-
peated narcosis was dangerous for my
health.

1 was discharged from the Prison hos-
pital and moved to the isolation detention
cell without the conclusion of my doctor
Murjikneli. On the third day I declared
hunger-strike demanding tg be moved 1o
the single cell, after 15 days of hunge#-
strike T declared the dry hunger-strike.

While I was arrested all my relatives
were arrested 10o: the aunt of my mother
69 years old, my uncles; on the day when
they amputated my leg were arrestet my
sisters Marine and Keti, my brother-in-
law was physically abused, while my fa-
ther was fired at from the ‘gun to be sca-
red... When the voice colonel Sviradze
visited me in the hospital, he explained
me that if I did not confess in any murder,
he would explode me together with my

sister whom they used 1o keep in one cell
with me.

Murtaz Gulua:

I was arrested on September 21, 1995.
On Scptember 29 my tortures begian. Mr.
Ushangi Mgeladze, Boris Kvariskhelia Da-
10 Aronia, the names of the others are
not known to me, hand me by legs and
began to beet me with sticks: Then they
released me and demanded from to write
a confession. 1 refused, and as a result
was again hung by feet. They were be-
ating me all day long. On the next mor-
ning they put a face mask on me’ and
began 1o beat me again. When 1 asked
them to give me some water they un-
fastened my face mask from behind and
pourcd there some water. | endured for
three days, on the third day I had the
attack of hernia and could not endure
tortures any more. So I was impelled to
sign the testimonies which they had al-
ready written in advance. I required an
urgent surgical intervention and deman-
ded hospitalization, but for several mon-
ths no attention was paid to my demands.
Then they demanded from me $350 but
since | did not have money, 1 was left
unattended in my cell. The operation of
hernia damaged as a result of beating was
done only in 1996.

Gabriel Bendeliani:

[ was tortured by Dato Aronia per-
sonally who using the pliers tore out my
nails. e wis assisted by Boris Kvarat-
skhelia. 1 fainted from pain. when |

‘Stalin’s Practice of Prisdners Torturing in
Present-Day Georgia '

- The head’ of the Tsalendjikha Region \Police Mr. G. Kalandia, his two subordinates and
citizen R. Kharchilava were shot down in the car on May 16, 1994 in Zugdidi. This crime
alongside with. the ather. charges is incriminated. to. Mr.. Badri Zasandia, Mr. Zviad Sherozia,
Mr. gurgen Malania, Mr. Gabricl Bendeliani, Me. Murtaz Gulua.and Mr. Karlo.Jinjolia. Some
of the accused claim that they even were not acquainted until their arrest, and néve'rthcless
they all Confessed in committing group _crinTc. At last the moment they were Jooking forward
to came: on-April 11-18 the defendants according 1o their statement gave truc testimonics to

the Court.

recovered I took my nails and hid them
in my pocket. In Zugdidi prison | was
regularly beatén by the officer§ on duty.
Why they were beating me I def ot know
- I have already given the testimony. |
could not endure the tortures and made
an attempt to hang myself pn the stripe
of sheet, but the officer on duty saw mce
and took me 1o the head of the prison to
whom 1 have told everything. 1 have sent
the statement about tortures I was sub-
jected to Mr. Babilashyili. However I nc-
ver received any answer. I sent the letter
to the Parliament and 1 was visited by
Mr. Sandro Kavsadze. e had recorded
the traces of my tortures by video camcera
and asked me 10 write a truc testimony
and hand it to him, but he never came
back to take my writicn testimony.

Zviad Sherozia:

All night long they were beating me.
At dawn they put me down - [ was hung
by feet when they were beating me. ‘They
made me put my fect into. the cold water
since they were terribly swollen as a result
of beating, I was not able to put my shoes
on. Boris Kvaratskhelia was particularly
active in the course of my torturing. He
took out a grenade from his pocket and
hit my head with it two times, then he
kicked me in abdomen, made me open
the moth and forced the grenade into it
promising to remove the safcty catch. 1
was removed to Zugdidi prison. In the
corridor where 1 was left for some time

alone, appeared @ certain Avaliani (his
name 1 have learncd later). e was the
head of the prison regime. He did not

~ask anything-since seeing me all covered

with blood he guessed T was a prisoner.
So without hesitation he threw me on the
floor and began to kick me with feet
‘They made me to rewrite a false testimony
and sign it. What else could 1 do. | even
have not read my testimonics.

Gurgen Malania:

On September 9, 1994 the Zugdidi
police together with Russian troops ar-
rested me in the village of Qdishsi. | had
not resisted the arrest. Irrespective of this
immediately after they pushed me into
the car they began to beat me. In Zugdidi
police 1 was taken 10 the second floor
where they began 1o beat me with the
butt-stocks of the fircarms, truncheons,
legs of the ehair and some leather stripes.
They were strangling me with little in-
tervals of 1 minute. Then 1 was taken
downstairs 10 the torture room where they
continued to torture me: they put a face
mask on me, hung me by fcet and started
to beat e again. This lasted quite a time,
or at least the strong pain 1 was expe-
riencing made medeel so. They arranged
the so-called wriggling - | was ticd 10 a
long stick , fixed between the table and

a chair- and they beat me on the total
length of my body, especially on feet.
‘They also inserted the needles under my
nails - the pain was tnbearable. All his

lasted from 2 p.m. till dawn. Somehow I

managed to endure and not to faint. In
the morning the investigator received the
desired testimony which he had written
himself. I have signed the document with-
out even reading it. Then I was moved
10 the prison, but when the investigator
from Tbilisi Mr. Rezo Zarandia began his
investigation, the witnesses named in the
testimony were interrogated and the ver-
sion which dictated Zugdidi investigator
Gogenia proved to be invaluable. So 1
was again taken to the police station and
subjected to new tortures 10 receive the
desired testimonies which would be in tu-
ne with the new version.

Then | was moved to Thbilisi prison
and in the presence of my lawyer I gave
a true testimony to the investigator Kurk-
hulishvili. In relation to the fact of tor-
turing 1 made an appeal to Shevardnadze,
Prosecutor General, but all my appeals
were returned to Kurkhulishvili. For some
obvious reasons they are not included into
the materials of my Case.

In Thilisi prison I was visited by Ush-
angi Mgeladze and Dato Aronia. They
promised me to settle scores with me if I
dared to mention their names.
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