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Death Sentence
on the Basis of
Stalin’s Practice

Article 65 of Criminal Code of
Georgia is Used as Broadly as was Used
Article 58 During the Repressions of

| Thirties

ke o i
N023 (in b ie )
25 June - 1 July, 1996
by » : : | .

One More Political
Court hearing will
be Held in the
Supreme Court

The defendants Koba Dzidziguri,
Vazha Tsereteli, Zaza Danelia and
Giorgi Korbesashvili are over with getting
familiarized with the materials of their
case. As it is known these procedure
proceeded rather dramatically: often the

. numbered pages of the volumes of the
Case were changed with others - in some
volumes the number of pages sometimes
increased and sometimes decreased; the
political prisoners claim that the materials
of the Case contain their forged
signatures; the investigation did not allow
the defendants to read newspaper publi-

. cations and Xeroxed copies of other
official documents. It became known that
their multiple appeals and demands to
meet with the supervising Prosecutor in
relation with continuous falsification of
the materials of the Case and other
significant documents were rejected.

The curator of the Case well-known
A. Baluashvili restricted the time
available for the defendants to get
familiarized with the materials of the case
- to read 8 volumes of the case the
prisoners were given only 14 working
days. At the same time, as one of the

_'political prisoner G. Korbesashvili notes
the investigator Otar Japaridze on May
17, 1996 took the notes and remarks of
the defendant which he kept recording
the violations which took place in the

\

course of investigation.
Presently the Criminal Case of K.
Dzidziguri, V. Tsereteli, Z. Danelia and
G. Korbesashvili is already passed to the
Supreme Court for hearing.
"Rezonansi” newspaper # 91 (507),
June 20, 1996 )

Shevardnadze
Asked the Police
to defend him |
from the Press

On June 19 the united meeting of the
Government was held in the building of
the State Office.

The Food and Agriculture minister
Bakur Gulua unexpectedly became very
angry: "The journalists very often ask
extremely ingenious and provocative
questions; on the other hand they publish
such things in their newspapers which
have nothing to do with the truth".
President commented this statement:
"The law and Order Bodies are obliged
to defend the authorities from such
escapades within the legislation in effect.
What is going on in our country goes
behind any limits... If you are unable to
defend the authorities you will fail in
defending people too. Everything should
be properly analyzed and the slanderers
should be publicly put to trial”.

Then the President demanded from
the heads of the legal structures within
one week term to report him on the course
of fight against "the slanderers and
deserters".

On June 17 the Court Board under
the chairmanship of the judge Jemal
Leonidze with the assistance of the
jurymen M. Amiranashvili and M.
Gortlishvili pronounced a death sentence
for the officer of the lawful National
Guards, prisoner of war Badri Zarandia.

In accordance with the comment of
the Law experts this verdict is an
unparalleled event in the Court practice
of Georgia, when the major defendant of
the Case is sentenced to death, while
three other defendants are sentenced to
13 to 15 years of imprisonment and at
the same time the Court Board assumed
that the great majority of the charges
brought against the defendants were not
investigated sufficiently well, basing on
which these episodes and the Case of two
defendants were returned to the
preliminary investigation.

Of special concern is the fact that the
verdict of death sentence to Badri
Zarandia was made on the basis of Article
65 - High Treason - and motivated by
general political accusations, the
confirming proofs of which do not exist
in the materials of the Case, or to be
more exact in that part of indictment
which the Court recognized as confirmed.
The investigation was confined with
universal accusations formed in the Case
of "Zviad Gamsakhurdia and his
Supporters” which are of poor fictional
quality and do not contain any legal
substantiation. i

At the same time the verdict
pronounced for Badri Zarandia like the
verdicts pronounced in other Cases
isolated from the Case of "Zviad
Gamsakhurdia and his Supporters”
actually preceded the currently ongoing
Court hearing of Vakhtang Kobalia,
Jambul Bokuchava, Zviad Dzidziguri and

Nugzar Molodinashvili Case, at which the

new aspects of events of 1992-1993 are
becoming more and more clear alongside
with the evidence of the complete
incompetence of the investigation, and
the practice of cases falsification.

Most dangerous precedent has been
created, and any presently imprisoned
supporter of the overthrown authorities
whose case will be heard by the Suprémeé
Court can be sentenced to death. The
logic and experience of the history teach
us that repressions methods which
became universal is %t tested on one
group of citizens and then earlier or later
it will be practiced for the whole of
population.

Mamuka Tusishvili

The Prosecutor’s
Office Admits...

‘That it was afraid of
"Mkhedrioni". Who is this

notorious body afraid of today?
After nearly sensational statement of
Anzor Baluashvili by which he recognized
the right of the supporters of exiled
authorities to fight for the restoration of
their authorities at least until October
11, 1992, one more deputy Prosecutor
General Revaz Kipiani makes similarly
noteworthy confession by trying to
present the Prosecutor’s Office as a victim
of "Mkhedrioni". According to him "
The people’s revolt in Megrelia was not
ungrounded. We failed to overcome the
barrier of "Mkhedrioni" (the "7 Dge"
newspaper, #24, June 14-16, 1996).
To the question of the journalist Lia
Toklikashvili "The crime of
“Mkhedrioni" was evident already three
years ago (...) and three years ago your
office was functioning with you occupying
the same post as today. What interfered
with you then to bring the charge against
"Mkhedrioni?" - the deputy Prosecutor
general answered without the shade of

awkwardness: "I will answer you with the

counter question: Where were you,
journalists, then? Which of you came {o

me with this question? At those times
"Mkhedrioni" was equally dangerous for
all of us. The law and Order Bodies were
not able to fight against them".

The Prosecutor’s Office which is
obliged to fight against crime demands
from the press to do its job, though the
press is not responsible for doing so. And
if the press is responsible for something,
this is to expose such Prosecutor’s office
which proceeding from the interests of
the forcibly established authorities
hushes up the organized criminal
formation.

That the Prosecutor’s Office was
faithfully serving the unlawful authorities
which came to power as a result of the
violence organized by "Mkhedrioni”
rather than was scared of this very
criminal gang is confirmed by the fact
that exactly in that tragic period after
June 24, 1992 when "Mkhedrioni”
"heroically" eradicated "the attempt of

teleoverthrowal”, and our newspaper

"Tavisupali Sakartvelo” was banned after
the publication of its very first issue and
the Prosecutor’s Office brought charge
against its staff some of which were
arrested.

It was then that again under the order
of the Prosecutor’s Office was banned
the newspaper "Iberia-Spectr” and later
the charge was brought against the
newspaper "Sakartvelos Samereklo" for
the publication of the translation of the
article from the UK Journal "Soviet
Analyst" which was exposing the criminal

activities of "Mkhedrioni". Following the-

logic of Kipiani the Prosecutor’s Office
can be scared of if not "Mkhedrioni” as
such but the syndrome of "Mkhedrioni”
which is the instrument of the
bloodsheding terror and it does not
matter by whom or what it is represented
at this or that period. Today the same
functions with similar cruelty are
performed by other equally bandit
structure. And the Prosecutor’s Office
which is standing shoulder to shoulder to
it is again faithfully serving the
authorities based on terror. »
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