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—Put a Motionom Release of Vakhtang

(Loti) Kobalia

(For beginning refer to “Tavisupali Sakartvelo™ ##38, 39)

How the Process Of “Forcing”
Testimonies Proceeded in the
Course of Preliminary Investigation

Witness Eter Bitsadze

The next witness of the murder at the bridge is Ms
Eter Bitsadze. I would like to briefly dwell on the cir-
cumstances under which the testimony given by Eter
Bitsadze in the course of preliminary investigation ex-
perienced dramatic change at the Court Hearing.

On August 19, 1996, that is on the day when was
interrogated the witness Eter Bitsadze I have an-
nounced the statement which had been written by her
and where she was writing how she was “forced” to
give her testimony. The statement reads in so many
words:

“On the fact of shooting down the journalist David
Bolkvadze I have not written any testimonies at all.
Neither have I read any testimonies written by the in-
vestigator basing on some other person’s testimony. I
do not know Loti Kobalia and have not seen him in
person, I saw him by TV only, and now I saw his por-
trait in the “Sazrisi” newspaper. This portratt allowed
me to state that I do not know this man.

My testimony was compiled three times - twice in
Khobi and once in Thilisi and I.want to state that I am
the brink of the nervous stress. The investigator
Chikhladze visited my flat at 10 p.m. I was not feeling
well and had .a high temperature, headache to which
added my emotional distress caused by the vents in
Zugdidi. The investigator came to my flat after the
information fed to him by somebody. I asked him to
let me stay at home that night so that I could drink my
medicine and the next day I promised to write every-
thing I knew. He did not agree motivating his refusal
by being in a hurry. Then he himself wrote the testi-
mony. It was nearly 3 am. I was sa tired that I could
sign the order of m own murdering. So I did sign the
testimony. Then three days later they cheated me out
and basing on this testimonv faked telemontage.

Otar Pankvelashvili - The Lawyer of Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia

In Thilisi my interrogation continued from 10 am.
to 10 p.m. I have not written my testimony there either.
The investigator, whose name is unknown to me, was
writing my testimonies, then he was tearing them and
beginning to write anew. He often used to go to the
next room. They were keeping me, a 66 years old woman
with diabetes. under the nervous strain.

1 refused to sign the testimony unless he would add
to the text that I did not know Loti Kobalia and had not
seen who fired at Bolkvadze since before the windows
of my flat are growing two fur trees and the are of my
vision was limited by them.

The investigator made me sign two sheets of paper
which were laying one atop the other. When he took
the sheets of paper I saw at the light of electric lamp
that one was empty. I was surprised and asked him why
he had made me sign the empty paper. He answered
that the other sheet of paper would be filled by me later.

Then for the final testimony I was for the third time
visited in Khobi by investigator Chikhladze. I did not
sign the testimony written by him and the drawing made
by him. This saw the district police representative
Shonia who was accompanying him. I wonder whom
he has made to sign the testimony instead of me?’

1 would like to briefly comment this statement:

Chikhladze did not make anybody to sign that testi-
mony and for this reason the third testimony and the
drawing of the witness Eter Bitsadze is absent in the
materials of the case. Now I will continue with the text
of her statement: “Nearly three years I am waiting for
the Court investigation. I did not leave my house. Ev-
erybody was summoned but me. I appeal with the re-
quest not to use the testimonies written for me by oth-
ers as a proof of his being guilty. I repeat that I do not
know Loti Kobalia, I did not see who fired at David
Bolkvadze, the tall, slim man with a beard who had
came out of the car and whom I saw from the rear was
not Loti Kobalia.”

Hence, Ms Eter Bitsadze failed to recognize Loti
Kobalia as a murderer. And how could she do it when
Loti Kobalia had neéver been at the place of event and
certainly did not fire at Bolkvadze and other guards-
men.

The witness Salakaia Ramazi

The witness of the murder near the grocery shop
Mr. Salakaia Ramaz provided the following descrip-
tion of the man who Had opened fire: “The man was
of low height, dark faced. He was about 1m 65 cm
tall, slim with cut beard and black hair. He was wear-
ing black trousers and black leather jacket. He did
not wear military clothes. That man had a little pis-
tol in, his hand. They call it “Makarov” pistol... I think
that man was not Loti Kobalia. I saw his face in pro-
file! He 'had’ a' straight nose... To be more specific,
Loti was not there.” - : ?

At the confrontation, when Mr. Loti Kobalia stood
up, the witness without any trait of hesitation said:
“This is not the man who fired at the guardsmen”.

I would like to draw your attention to the testi-
monies given by the witness Ramaz Salakaia in the
course of preliminary investigation. In his first testi-
mony the witness claimed that the man who had shot

down the guardsmen was not Loti Kobalia! While in
his second testimony he stated: “ [ cannot categori=
cally say that that man was not Loti Kobalia!” When
I asked the witness to comment on these two testi-
monies he explained: “At the second interrogation
Chikhladze (the investigator) told me: +If you pre-
fer not to go to Thilisi, it is better for you to write
that you are not sure whether that man was Loti
Kobalia or not. If you write this, I will not take you
to Thilisi to confront Loti Kobalia’™”. That was how
the investigator Chikhladze for God knows how
many, times, fooled the witness Salakaia and forced
out the testimony from him. '
%k k% X

Proceeding from the above said, I put a motion
on release of Vakhtang (Loti) Kobalia since his
actions do not contain the crime envisaged by the
Criminal Code.

Appeal of The Nationalists Congress of Ukraine and
Peoples Anti-Bolshevick Block

To the President of Georgia,
Mr. E. Shevardnadze

To the President of Ukraine
Mr. Kuchma

To the Governments of the
World Countries

In Georgia the Court Hearing of the supporters
of the first President of Georgia Mr. Zviad
Gamsakhurdia - the Head of the Major Department

" of National Guards, Commander of the Armed Forces

of Georgia, Special Confidant of the late President,
Mr. Vakhtang Kobalia, Head of the Operative Ser-

vice of the National Guards Mr. Jambul Bokuchava, .

Member of the Supreme Council of Georgia, Chair-
man of Juridical Commission Mr. Nugzar
Molodinashvili, Prefect of Samtredia town Mr. Zviad
Dzidziguri. The Prosecutor’s Office demanded the
death sentence for them and 13 years of imprison-
ment for Mr. Nugzar Molodinashvili.
Shevardandze’s pro-Russian regime condemns to
death the well-known Georgian statesmen, who di-
rectly contributed to the restoration of the indepen-
dence of Georgia and subsequently - to the defense
of the constitutional system and lawfulness. Official
Kiev played the negative role in this since Vakhtang
Kobalia was arrested in Kiev on June 6, 1994 and
was extradited to Thilisi authorities in violation of
the International Convention signed by Ukraine for
it was c.ear from the beginning that in Tbilisi Kobalia
would be subjected to tortures and death. Kobalia

was extradited to Shevardnadze’s regime by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine by which
action it became a participant of the murder of the
Georgian patriot which was planned in Tbilisi.

On the behalf of The Nationalists Congress of

" Ukraine, Peoples Anti-Bolshevick Block and other

allied National Organizations:

1. We express our protest against settling squares
with Georgian patriots and demand from President
Shevardnadze to release them.

2; We appeal to the governments of the world
countries to exert pressure on the State Bodies of
Georgia to release the political prisoners and stop
political repressions in the country.

3. We believe that the President of Ukraine Le-
onid Kuchma is morally responsible to appeal to She-
vardnadze with request to stop the Court Hearing
and release the fighters for the independence of Geor-

gia.

Deputy Chairman of the Nationalists
Congress of Ukraine

Sergei Zhizhko

Chairman Ukraine Commiittee of the
Peoples Anti-Bolshevick Block

Maria Bazeliuk
Kiev, October 5, 1996
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