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Proud, miserable, lacking moral fibre, untruthworthy, blind
fanatic, egoist, wicked, an idler who prayed, coward, suicide,
sinner, defeated, perished, nonchristian...

The majority of Christians still apply these terms to refer to the
Bethlehem hermit. However, I regard that the author himself —
Saint Ilia the Righteous describes the Bethlehem hermit as a man
of God (who died for faith!).

The Hermit by Ilia Chavchavadze also gives an impressive
description of moral descending of the XVIII-XIX century
Georgia; Referring to the situatin in the country, the poet pleads
his contemporaries (or the future generation) to suppress their
corporal passions of the transient world and to have firm faith, as,
he believed, it was the only way for the Georgian nation to
survive.
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