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142 Gero, Stephen. , The Legend of Alexander the Great in the Chris-
tian Orient”. Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 75 (1) (1993): 3-9.

13 5 4LbobMosba. §qJbB o asdmba393sw dmedbows, 4o8m 33mg-
39, 3m896@89Mgda, mgdLogmbo s Ladngdgmn EamGom Mgzed JoMas-
6533085, mdagmabo: ,87(360g69ds", 1980, a3. 4-5; 3035 30dy, 3., 89%39-
09 (3b6m3Mgds s dgMmdbemo smgdbebomnsbn, nbGmmammo Bysmo-
8(3mmbgmdoma godmyzmgss, mdaemabo 1991, a3. 37-49; Anexcanapus.
Poman 06 Asexcanzpe MakeZoHCKOM IO pycckoi pykomucu XV
Beka. Vsmanue moarorosumu M.H. Borsunnmk, fA.C. JIypee u O.B.
TBoporos, Mocksa/Jlenunrpaz 1965, crp. 5-6; Beprensc, K.3. Poman
06 Anexcauznpe. Mocksa/Jlenunrpaz, 1948.

1% TTpomnm, B., Pycckas ckaska. Mocksa: ,JJa6upunt®, 2000, crp. 111.
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1% Tomkowiak, Ingrid. ,Zur Popularitit des Herrscherbildes in
der Volkserzdahlung®. Als es noch Koénige gab. Forschungsberichte aus
der Welt der Marchen. Hrsg. Hainz-Albert Heindrichs, Harlinda Lox.
Miinchen: Diederichs, 2001, S. 155-168.

14 Kohler, Ines; Schenda, Rudolf: Alexander-Volksbiicher. In: En-
zyklopédie des Marchens. Bd. 1. Berlin / New York: Walter de Gruyter,
1977, S. 287-291.
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beemm 3Gmbammo ggMbos 43-%9M 303mM0(30 BoMnm 33ncb-
39m0obogob. smgdLbabomgl Mmdsbn IMagomy g ondgdos
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590, 30690130, 3memmbgmdn, Rgbgonda, Gbgomdo s bbg.

47 Tomkowiak, Ingrid. ,Herrschaft, Herrscher“. Enzyklopédie des
Miérchens. Handworterbuch zur historischen und vergleichenden Er-
zihlforschung. Bd. 6. Berlin/New York: Walter de Gruyter, 1990, S.
894-916.

1% Kocrioxun, Eprennit Anexceesny: Anexcannp MaxkemoHCKui B
JuTepaTypHO# u donpkiopHoit Tpagumuu. Mocksa: ,Hayxa®, 1972, c.
42.

149 Kohler, Ines; Schenda, Rudolf: Alexander-Volksbiicher. In: En-
zyklopédie des Marchens. B. 1. Berlin / New York: Walter de Gruyter,
1977, S. 287-291.
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der Welt der Mérchen. Hrsg. Hainz-Albert Heindrichs, Harlinda Lox.
Miinchen: Diederichs, 2001, S. 155-168.
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'8! Ashraf, Ahmad. ,Iranian Identiti iii. Medieval Islamic Period“.
Encyclopaedia Iranica. 2012. http://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/ira-
nian-identity-iii-medieval-islamic-period

152 Rzasoy, Seyffadin G. ,Alexander the Great in Azerbaijan’s Litera-
ture and Folklore®. Visions of Azerbaijan 2010, pp. 80-84. http://www.
visions.az/literature,2 19/
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Bomdmgdals MLy memadsbdn azomn godmE@sbomoas Mmamm(s
»Pxukagens”, s3zgdomo o6 go@oMgdyma bmE ol ambos, auny-
9. 65boM8mgdal 3900 o d8abmgal, 33mgzedo 3GmEoambob@ol
33560 bsb ,800m3ab* Lobnmss mbmegdamao, bab 30 ,ammnomab™
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dghogo dgbobgamdol domds 3gmamdmdamuma 53dmbals
acdbmds 3030L. dobo JgbadGamabo gomgabmds asobam-
omda Jobmm d6dmadn bogomb 063936 s dbmemm 30b3ds
3ggoMggemds obggemmD3s, Mogegmds a(30l, GmM3 mgmogd-
030 3gemmEos 0bgg dmEmdl gMm EMmL LomzMaw bogo-
96 dogmbodn, MmmIgmdsz babgmoai asomdgs o Jmbgds
365 dobo bogogMgdoom, sMsdg dobo madomobdmdgzmgmo,
baBysmdgmo gofgabmdoom dmabggds. gfmmbgmesy, xed-
d5boE J39mmo Gogogm dnmdo, MOEBSgm 3RS NMd0-
bmb do308mdn doyMgdmol Bobsdg msogal (36mdoena bma-
oo bambogos:

»QS 93050, RMKMbgonco 0bbGMNdgbGol bmdmal
B396980LL, LomzMgds Bmbrs: 0dal bozzmem, MHm3 3ng-
Lol EsbEMMadabmsbagg BMMEGg3056mb LEMIs owsb ©o-
gobmgdmmo mmeo, 30930060 bod(3bgMgdo s JMosemm-
Lobogom sbbdyemn bLmbabgda sdmyMomaym, bimm Lbgs Msd
©5@M0mEs [...] (306 30b dggmnbdggmo, bobggmom ©odbd)-
36990 MM Eq3006m ImEhomom ©adygs Igbozmb-xs3-
35b0b m0mgdl s Mm3MegdMogn gmmmos da30Gmb Rod-
bgmadaem Fg@b obbgws. BmME300bmb LobyMmaga s0bos
©9 [...] 0go@sb s3mgz@nbos 3d3g60gMa, asbbngmbbgdemo,
RBONYd3gLb3mn dmsogamabagrmmbo Mogsgemn, Mm3gema(s
y4mgzgmmgol 3gsMggmmdws 30560L@L s n(393ws, H™T ngn
LadmEMME gNRME 56 J3gnmaym. 8

&9gdbG0b 3gMbmbaggdal babgmgdo Loddmenm&o 360d3-

Bgemmdolb 3Jmbgs. Mogegm domdn, 03039 MG a)3-

228 Le numéro du piano diabolique était-il tout a fait au point ? [...]
Le final prévoyait que [...] le malheureux Bidoche assistait a I’exlosion de
son piano qui vomissait sur la piste un vaste déballage de jambons, tartes
a la créme, chapelets de saucisses [...] Or se fut tout autre chose qui se
produit. [...] le pauvre vieux piano du cirque, turqué et rafistolé, obéissait
merveilleusement a ses mains, et faisait monter la divine mélodie jusque
dans les hauteurs obscures du chapiteau. [...] le clown musicien vit le
couvercle du piano se soulever [...] un bel archange aux ailes de lumiére,
Parchange Raphaél, celui qui depuis toujours veillait sur lui et le gardait
de devenir tout a fait Bidoche.” Tournier, Michel. Le Coq de bruyere,
Paris, Editions Gallimard, 1997, p. 99.
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5. 3MMBogmbobGob babgmo s gzomn GMmbogl bobam-
dmgdal godombsma® LadysMmb momgmb me Bobamo
gmgb: byymogf s bmMsogem dboMmg. 93s30MMYma,
B93bG0b Lbgs 3gMbmboggdal babgmgdary LaddmeuMas:
(300306 %0385b0, Mmdgmoz LodgMob gs3m domdom
(anxo0m) Rosbso33mmgl, agsmem dmmwoaedos. ,Borduche®
BObgmosb 60dbagb ,31358L . Gogegm domdal,
a@msl dgmmgl 396038 3Mogmo 3qzos. ,Bénédicte”
60dbogl 3yMobgnmb ,,Prieur(e)” — nco9ydgbl.

Lyemogfol  beEz0gmdy  a0dsfgggdom  LEMMEgdS
&Mbogl gb 3o@oms bo@zMm-mo@gMmoGmymo &qdLb-
0, 9600 30560bE0b dgbobgd godmbama 53dsg0, Mm3gmacs,
Mmgme(z 53sb magee 3bgMamo g3namagdo dogzomomgdl,
3g0demgds Bommaml 3g03qL.2 038 MM s©s30sbol gqd-
dot0@0 MbIgboom bababHmgd 0dgdy dmaz0mbEmMAL s
admadb LodMny399wg OLME 35(303MdMEgMbIL, 9bnbssxd-
0899 g39m> 30675907 0oBrmoyl, bogmbymdy Rorgdae
9&0398b, >6x393L ygame geredgh, Gmdgmo, Gmam@E
dmtgoemgdo biymobbymgsdog dmgegl s@sedolb dmoadsb.

Mogogm domdn 353d3md0esb3g 1330 0m3sb bg-
35bB0d6 dobol 336003 3cmndmdmoabawdn dndmgboem 356-
Bo@oL. bomayMo 30 dndmonwsb, nmobgl babamgdnss-
bos omgdymo: ,a0mbaom mgzgb, Moms hgdo LabsGgemo
“20_ o
dogbgoazem 0dobs, MM yzgmeb mzgamadn do@madn bogms-

0g396d0 0omhgl. s LENM 0gmb mgzg60 LobsGema

30 dgbobgoomdal gs3dsD0 ogm, dobo Lymo mzmsegdHoga
3nbogoom aym asbbogmbbgdayma.

Lbgmeobs s bimmob ghmasbmdsl gbgds 36gdmeda dg-
byemo 80dgem Gu@bogl 3093 9o Gormbmgonmo dems-
300, Mm3gmbay Jggbosman@ae dabgGomoa odsb: ,demods-

29 80dgm Gebag 98 6oBsMmIMgdL oo jmmmb ndmgbolb ©o
©obdgbl: ,Pour Darry Cowl, cette histoire inventée qui lui en rappel-
lera une vraie.” (,o(0 3mmmb, gsdmamboemn 533530, MmMIgmag 3ob
3mogmbgdl domomamb. ).

20 bobomgds 0mabgbo, 15.11.
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0-060(305(300“%". B94LE0b Lomoyos 03560060 56 Mo
d5¢0” (,Amandine ou les deux jardins®). gb dbs@zcmm-emo-
Bgfo&aemmo  &adbBo yzgms ©obsMRgbobash msogabo
LEOYIGPPmss godmEhgmmo ogn EEoYMAL  Loboomss
obgMomo, Momsz bradmal GMowazonm gm®mdsb gdnx-
bgds. 63B5MBmMgdol sbgomn gmEds dmymeamal Lomdngd-
GMmdals s mmbEmdnmo dmgzgmgbgdal sbemm 3mmbowsb
065b35L ammabb3mdl.22 53853L 3o@o6s, 500 Bemol gmam-
b y39ds. LB 0 bagMome oo bbgs 3gMbmbaygn. amambs
3m0bbgbngdlb goslb s 3535, magal FdGMIgem s Imbgl-
0gqdme 3dmdmgdl: mgsbal Lodyyommzgdyg IdENbggm
Joemb o 3o¢3L, BMIgemo 3 BmMbgdoo M3mol domlb.?

535b60b0 Mo30005637 sb3LNsML Lo NP MogL:

»330600. (30Lg8gM0 Mmzomado s mamobygMo Gnhgdo
dog3b. 3@ 3Mbs goMmabygmno mmygdo s bggmmo mds.
535b@nbo dg30s. Lo 3gdn MmB 30bggdo, gmboas, MmAd 3s-
G5 330 Bemals gmambab 0gfn dogzb. gb o300 gobsggato.
89 bm3 sm0 Bemols 358 oMo gmambs gom.* 234

5806@0bl 3yogh omgnbs Labgmsoe 53sbwnbs, Ladn dg-
amoaMo s 3o@o Labgmow 3mmeon. gmambs gdamadl, MHma
3mmEo 3gMns;?® 8ogmsd, dob d93ga, Moz 3oG0b ao-
dgMoemn 393000056 ,353mMmd36Mgds Mmmbo 3o@oms” ofmbagds,
53560060 magz0b0 943980L bLobbmEgdn sBINbods.

Bl gammobbdmd 0dsl, Gm3 060305300 60dbogl Lymob of-
B03MddL M3md7dMn30 3563m (36500930 Jobamgdsb.

2 Jouve, Vincent. La poétique du roman. Paris: Editions SEDEX,
1997, p. 29.

28 Jqbodmmo 98 930dm©dn 0300bg8mEaL s bas 3mmEBgHals,
©00 356356smmgdmab, Bommbmgon®o bemed®ab gsbmab Jmdag-
0l go3mbomgzeddy: ,bagoms dmgmamma hggbl domb (,I1 faut cul-
tiver notre jardin*). Tournier, Michel. Le Coq de bruyere. Paris: Editions
Gallimard, 1997, p. 36.

23 Dimanche. J'ai des yeux bleus, des lévres vermeilles, des grosses
joues roses, des cheveux ondulés. Je m’appelle Amandine. Quand je me
regarde dans une glace, je trouve que j’ai l'air d’une petit fille de dix ans.
Ce n’est pas étonnant. Je suis une petite fille et jai dix ans.“ Tournier,
Michel. Le Coq de bruyere. Paris: Editions Gallimard, 1997, p. 35.

%5 Claude, 3emm©0, Hobammo babgmos.s8 babgmb Hmame (3 do-

F90L, obggg amambgdl o6 4393496.
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J0bE0sbmdadn 0ba(z09(300 bammmdal, sebomgdsl o
d93ga boomgdsl ammobbdmdl. 0bzodnm@dogg dm3934-
™05 535600060L Lobgmo;? 894LE ol gm@Is — smbomgda-
009, M30a56 EEoMEgdal babomss @sbgfmnmo. 5356nbals
oM9d0 FbmmmE Mmmbdsdsmolb ©s 3300l hsbobgmgdl
dmo(3o3L. byyem 03@medg@o hobobgfns, dsggseb 3oMggma
3306 mgbss obgMmomn.2 3s@oms somn Bemals gmambab
@O0 Mmobdsdsmab Rsbsbgmom LEmmmgds ob dgdwaa,
(3 080 39bmdgem, domamo mdals Joemds dgdaMyg, as39-
5690 domb dmabobmmadl:

»MEbog 393060y, 3ogMa3 (36mdoldmygamgmds 3demggl.
o Y39moxgMb oobbolb B0ob do@mzggdmmal ngfo ogsb.
L3060 s Meoba, MmamE (3 oobn.

53560060 Logogmo sbemal 3g(36mdals byGgomoo bo-
3oMbobgd Lodmmbol domol o@m3z9dsL 3go3L. 390emal
a0sds domdo ®oa39335 Bgbzn gonas. s3mbyymo domes-
bo amamb ygemadog LE3ds. 3356@0bo bo(36md Ladysmmb
B™398L s LEMsE NEbmMd saomsl doab. &g4bEdn
™60 bddgsmm (Mo bogM(3g) g0 MdoMds gddMYmEBaO;
baMa@onmo mmab @sbsoagbs MM ey (mmbdsdsmo
Mo0mgdl, HmI 3o@oMs amambs gMoon dgmdsmgmdasb
— 39mM9dn, gMHo0 MgormdoEsb dgmmgdn goawal (nbozo-
5(309), 353053 56 (3 g0 LddYstm 3sdmambo 56 KoEMLEY)-
0 5035, &94LE30 Jos Fmomnby(3005 3odmygbgdeyema,
dgbododaba omdds 3gMmbmbagal bgmgabgs Immaqdaemo,
53 9O3obgml 53056l dngs s aomg Lodysmba(s
<13060b306M50L.

%6 Amandine mosm0baGo BotdmIogmmdol Jomal babgmos ws
603bagl ,Loygamgmb*.

%7 60dobmdmngns, Gm3 DasMgds jommmogned g3mgbogddn
33065 eegb begmegds.

23 T'ai un peu peur, mais la curiosité me pousse. Tout ici a I'air aban-
donné depuis longtemps. C’est triste et c’est beau commme un coucher
de soleil...“. Tournier, Michel. Le Coq de bruyere, Paris: Editions Galli-
mard, 1997, p. 44.
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domdn 0356nbn doMdstammb  byydmds, dmImndstin,
BONJS0560 dagol Jobws3gdsl bobogl. mabdsd s399ML 30l
33300, 3035 g0 s nbfMgdo bymosb gogemmbosm, dgo-
Jommogoo boRzgbgdgmo moma 30Mmseb dogy@sbas, mom-
b gmambsbogal Mamasg boo@ndmmb gobomds by@b.

5356000635 Fo@mggdmem domdo I306g babo odym o
D(36Md0 dmoa0006 edMNbgdemn, 03539 gL Lo gMosm
mogdg 6g@b:

»33bogM 3odlb byMan 3935d309 @ -] goREaobigh ao-
3049(30. 39gmdyg o3d39M0. d3dgMa bbb byg. gbGgdo.
0bgg Bgdn 653d3mdal domdn goM. of yzgmoxgio bomgma
5 3mbgbfMnggdgmos. [...] ...AY3L oG oMo mmsobdo s3000356.
38060. N30dgbm, 30 sbg. 93094, (3ME bbooc Regmgmgd.
AmEgbsis 300030d90, Lam3gdn 30bgogda. @obobodmbn o
3533 dy0obgdos. sMaggmo oMb, od(39, 30, Bgbdg Lobb-
mob 3350 353Rbg300. (3650605, Mmommb bs 39660 sMbo
3573L. bg@&o MoGmI? (3m000. LoM3gl 3Mebmmmgagda. hgdl
Lobgl sbmmesb 35330M0gb0. 0g03g (30bBgM0 Mgomgdo
5 mamobyggmo Ghgdo, 39836 39MEabggma mmygdo,
oo bggmmo m3s. Jogcod smn bemol amambsls ngMo oo
3573L. [...] 08 q360® dodb gasg06. %

53 53800 3596 3MmMBobambabGol dmbsmbEmmdda sb-
MmMa0bol 56998030 5dmo(36mds.2 894LE )0l ooz bo-

239 Je tourne brusquement le dos au garcon secret [...] Je monte dans

ma petite chambre. Je pleure longtemps, tres fort, pour rien, comme ¢a.
Et ensuite. Quand je me reveille, je me regarde dans la glace. Mes véte-
ments ne sont pas salis. Je n’ai rien. Tiens, si, un peu de sang. Une trainée
de sang sur ma jambe. C’est courieux, je n’ai d’écorchure nulle part. Al-
ors pourqoui? Tant pis. Je m’approche du miroir et je regarde ma figure
de tout preés. J’ai des yeux bleus, des levres vermeilles, des grosses joues
roses, des cheveux ondulés. Pourtant je n’ai plus I'air d’'une petite fille de
dix ans [...]. Je trouve que je ressemble au garcon de pierre...“ Tournier,
Michel. Le Coq de bruyere, Paris: Editions Gallimard, 1997, p. 94.

20 8b939mmdoda 8593, gBma 8bGog 36 ambaol ImbsbHds
5@530560b gbogdmmmanol sbMmgbyma dmbgdal dgbobgd, Hmwg-
bag 9d3Lo 96 Bz mgal sbsgda 353330 Lo MMt Mgl smagdgadl bb-
30bgo6 g080%360L o6 308Lasgbgdal batgdy. dgmeg 8bMog, domo
bg3bob Bogm sbMmmanbgdal ,dnadg as3zgonb® dgbobgd, Mobocs
4399 3mo@mbo ma30b gommmbmgon® &94b&d0 600080 . Bowndo,
358m3(39mmds ,Laddgmms bagdommggmm®, mdamabo 1964.
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199830 dgagodmoas s3dmgogzombmo goy mazobol bom ol

9B9JE0b 336
amambal 833530 0bo(305(3009, s bgdabdngfn aba(zns(zns
(33m0q6sbmab, gb «3565L36gmo 30 — G 3ngommsebss wo-
3°390Mgdma. Gumboglb sbMom, abozos30s Jomabogal
393050 YBOM M0Y0s, Hoash Jomgdo @maba(z Mmognsb-
@0 3069390L &Y439900 56056 ©s 500 0bn(305(300 53dMbms-
bos gongnggdammn.24

»,00m3mob d9dm % (,La Mére Noél*), 369338 dgbmemo

300093 gm0 bradsfns, o330 933530 yzgmsdyg bszmg-
do 3303L go3mbogmbl: mmgmol 330L Lodobiybolidggd-

00350 93&™MMab mddom, 3o@omos

mm ©d bads@om Mmool dgbEmmads bgmmob sboem dob-
Bogmgdgmb dmbos, Mowasb 30b B0bsdmmdgol badgbbom
obogds dmambos. yzgmoxkgHo 3oMasm ©aLEMMmEIdms,
Lodmdam BaMdmeagbodg Agomm agbmb MHm3 o6 dmdngdm-
5. bobod obbogmgdemal dgoemb, HM3gebsz ngbmb Mmena
96am Bomo, g3mgbool Labgmesbgmme ©s3bswgdeym
d5g530 Bybatmo gdobs, omgmol 38353 33300000 YMo-
39005 bmgmoalb bbgswsbbzs Mgmogan®o 3Gbsdbobs o
smgob@o Imbobmmgmdol 30@oMgdl Ladmdam LaRndmadl;
dogM0d, MmEgbss Azomb obg 3mdngws, MmAd 39maMaggfn
53330009800, 30bo ©sdMA30bgds Fbmemmo mmzgeal 35353
dgbdene:

»0m3mob 3035 g3mgbosdn dgdmagms. oo badogg-
dom 8s30b3gb aogdstmes. d93wga, mgmmn 35380L a@mdgma
B3960 g56bg aobbos, Boogmo LomgbsbBsmmm dmbabbs-

2! Jouve, Vincent. La poétique du roman. Paris: Editions SEDEX, 1997,
p. 29.

22 pn5356M0-060(305(305 ;53560060 56 M0 domn” (303m3q 1977
Bgmb g93mg3g96s. gobdgo ,mg Imbomsb” (,Le Monde®) 068 gc30-
<380, 30dgem &by 89JbE 0L Jows 3G gdal sGLIdMBLL oF (5 smo-
361798L o 363 Motymals.

3 m@0g0bomdn GgdLEob bobgmBmoagdss ,00mgmob gos” (La
Mere Noél), Moz, 6565M3mgdal dnbsotbowsb go8m3wnbomyg, bovy-
998b 9ucm gbsmseggds. Jetom mscgdsbdn, bomenmal scgdab

9L 98980 03o6agds, Masb ,0mzgmoalb 3530b* JoMmmmo dgbody-
30b0 ,0mzgmob dgdms*.
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30l Ly 3nbdg dgablbs s Logbg dnde 3yabgg eddz0gdeem
B0 0gbmb 8mobmgs .24

oo godmbs3bmdo sMss, MmM3 mmgmal 3s3s bobsd-
©30mgdo mmgmob 39dm ogm. gfmo dgbgmzom, gb 3s@oMs
&adbdo gamm bggem@L 3393L, gorMy Gorrmbmgoy®
Badomb; o339, GYMbngd Lod g39Mdn Imabg@bs s ba-
Boemgdae aobemghomo bodmgsmgdal babg @aggebabs. Lbm-
90 530@m3 1353L Ig30mb35L B gJLE0L aLEbYaLdn BbgMs-
mo: b g3ms 30 o3 3Mmmgbo 330 83300Mds?%° 3rmgmn-
3omgda, Moo gomada, bogfm o babymoghm 3omgdow
OYMBOen 35@0Md 335d0 ,3@MMBS s o bgmabawal
MmM9d030m 033000 GgMb, Bemal @ababmmal emgbab-
Bommgd by 30 LooMs3mm sdMM305mEgdmms .24

b bedaggmrnsbo bs@zhge-crodg@eda@gme Ggd-
L0 393Dy S9RNIMgAL 3 30mbggmb: Jomobs s 3535 3o-
3oL 00b5LbMAMASDY, aobmmghom Labmgasmgdsdy, gé-
®056mdsDdy, LoboGmmbg s 03sDg, MmMA Ly g0y Go-
30 bagnmm 3d3000md53 MM onbaan®mb. gb demsedsta
LomEbmglb sbbsdl bm@osl, Loigmbmoal Jgdoms Jgdss,
LBMEgE sBn@mBos Boddmgatmgdamo Jzgbocmoymoam: ,bo-
dmdom brmodsmn®.

36090mdo 30093 gm0 GgdbEos, HmImolb Jzqgbome-
D605 ,b33Mdom beedstn® — ,390mgbsb godi939” (»La
fugue du petit Poucet®). bamogMosobgg Asbl, Gm3 @n&bog

244 _On vit le Pére Noél en personne faire irruption dans I'église. Il se

dirigea a grands pas vers la créche. Puis il écarta sa grande barbe de coton
blanc, il déboutonna sa hoppelande rouge et tendit un sein généreux au
Petit Jésus soudain apaisé.” Tournier, Michel. Le Coq de bruyere, Paris:
Editions Gallimard, 1997, p. 31.

25 3698 mMbdn, 5@mob6@030b M399569Lmsb sbemmb 8rgdsmy ods
3mmEM7d0380 Gmmbogb 303 MG Drodmal dmddgmgds bog-
do: ,3096m o6 330l banmdmm®, ©s ,mgagboes 3nMmdg“, Jogmsd
m039 GMbogb 33069 bmab bo@zmmm-madgodnenma &g-
4bEgdab Lbgs 3Mgdnmdos gogmnsbgdmema.

246 Les hospitalités qui empruntaient les couleurs des saisons vi-
rajent a 'enluminure légendaire avec les fétes de fin d’année.” Tournier,
Michel. Le Coq de bruyere, Paris: Editions Gallimard, 1997, p. 29.
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439mabmgol (36mdoma mo@g@s@n@mo dradmal 3g6M-
bmbag by 0898b Mmag0l ©3ds3L; Joamed GMbagl (39Gmwgbs
0. 3gm(39 LYY 3MbObL (39MmEgbs Labmawsb gomdob, Mow-
356 3dmdmgdlL, babmasmagdal bLads@ogzgdnmm 6g30gdl,
aERbymo J39mmo babmasmagdol 3s@oms Fabdozgdl,
9bm0560 babeo g3s@oMaeggdosm: 3oc dgBmbob (350538%96-
do gooby3089Lb (3bm3Mgds, Lowsi bgbbMmoga mog@ns,
RbxM7d0L bo33mam doemnsbo 3nbgdns s 3sgMa 3mbo-
(3060099... Im3mae, (3030em0ds(300L Bnmbg3z9d00m B 30mdos
LyGo. LodsMomyg bos nmg3sl, (390mEgbsl 3dmdemgdals
LyEgomdg 39360 SMORMNS M 30 dNmO: Joemds@mbo
5 d58mbo 3bggd0®” Bm3bdomgdmol g3mdsdn go8gngda-
o0 BomImmagbgdol s LmznsmnEn 0gMomJool 30Mbsbl
36006 dymombo. (39GmEg6s 30 3s@oms hgddgdbg m(36g-
dmadl, Mmam Ron(3353L Lodmdame bahndom babs@ & gagb-
LEdMLL s MMaM® 0053599l baygemgem doedn, sdo@ma
sbaen Labmdo gosabgms dobmgal edmmgmbzgmos s do-
N0909e0. 080 bLobEOESL goMmdab:

»oM(3 bgmbols 3obs0gds Fnbrs s 3 (3 3Mboo(30mbgMo.
bggd0 s Rgddgdo damhggbns. 3dg0mmdom. ;mgdggba gfoe-
90 dzoemo. 3ngo. 28
b9Gosmol EM™L (390mEgbs gMm donboxsMb gowagy-
29 563 mma®o-go3ngo-
3005 bggdal dmdmal s dom Lobs(ggmmm dMsgsombamory)-
m0dbo dg@mbal 356 30bgdol 5396930l ImAbEMy. LBmEM g
330@m3d dob, Lobmaomgdsdn sMonb@gafnfgdaym gemg-

909, 3ol Labgemos mmaco.

3968, domgoboml M 3065-398mbal (3030mnbs(300 ©OLS-

Fofo ©obrgagl. 3ozngsdos (39MHmEYbslb s oManmoa bo-
dmabob dgbobgd o3dmdl:

27 Poucet” ggobammoob nmomadbgds, Mmam®(s ,(39Mmmgbs”.

24 Tournier, Michel. Le Coq de bruyere, Paris: Editions Gallimard,
1997, p. 2.

29 Logre — L'ogre, 36sb3nmomsb amotadbgds, Hmamis ,359(30-
Jodoo™.
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»OmMammo ogm badmobg? gb ngm &g360. g@cm 1390
&Yqbomago, 3bymdmor Rsdb 3M0398mmon, gMcBsbgonbgsb
dm@0-dmeOb oMamn bgqdo; oMz doMEgdn, S (3 g3om-
Boo. [...] ymggmo by gobbbzogqdmm, xowmmbby® baymel
obbodws. 20

Gfboglb o3 b 3O m-mo@ MG Mm bradsmdn
Lodmdom Labbagyen 03 MM brgds, Mmegbss Lobedo do-
Moo 36MMbgdmmo (39MmEgbs a3s@ndMgdama 3o(30-
F0d05b 0ge BohmJom hgddgol hon(3393L s BoM3mbabgnom
bodyaMmadn aomsgdzgds, Loz oMM bgdo baGIMAL s
Y39mox3gM0 abgmo msdsbos, Mmammz badmmbals docdo,
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%2 Khairallah As‘ad E. Love, Madness and Poetry. An Interpretation
of the Magnun Legend. Beirut 1980, p. 34-35.

%3 Oranecsu [I. A., Xa6ap B KyJbTypHOM COSHAaHMY OGLIECTBA JIOWC-
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266 Monroe, James T. Oral Composition in pre-Islamic Poetry. Journal
of Arabic Literature. Volume 3, 1972, p. 1-53; Kyzenuu A. B. ApaGckas
JITepaTypa: IOITUKA, CTIJIMCTHKA, THIIOJNOTHUS, B3aUMOCBA3HU. SI3bIKu
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27 Khairallah As‘ad E., Love, Madness and Poetry. An Interpretation
of the Magnun Legend, Beirut 1980, p. 52.

266 Khairallah As‘ad E., Love, Madness and Poetry. An Interpretation
of the Magnun Legend, Beirut, 1980. gv. 8;
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22 Giffen Lois Anita. Love, Poetry and Love Theory in Medieval Ar-
abic Literature. Arabic Poetry, Theory and Development, Edited by G.
E. von Grunebaum. Weisbaden 1973, p. 107-124.

23 Qranecsu [I. A., XaGap B KyJIbTypDHOM CO3HAaHUH OOLIECTBA
IOMCIAMCKOIl ¥ paHHeMCIaMcKod Apasuu. IIpoGiems: apaGekoit
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Istandig iibersetzt von Max Habicht, F. H. Von der Hagen und Karl
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33 39367 599Dg 0350M©gd0; ogsd Rgqb

dgbagggFob Mmb @eggmmegdoom. g3 xoMab oo 306,

5 33 Babdsgamn, 353530 YBabbymabgdm.

bogngo, gobmg.

Shakespeare, William. The complete Works. New Lanark, Scotland:
Midpoint Press, 2001, p. 628.
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT IN GEORGIAN FOLKTALES:
ORAL AND LITERARY TRADITIONS

The project “Orient and Occident in Georgian folktales: oral and
literary traditions”, supported by the Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation, Georgia [FR 217488] was led by the group of scholars, work-
ing in the field of various disciplines: philologist and folklorist Elene Go-
giashvili (principal investigator of the project), philologist and orientalist
Darjan Gardavadze, historian and medievalist Andro Gogoladze, Roman
philologists Nino Kavtaradze and Tea Tateshvili. The project deals with
international types of the folktale, spread through folklore and literature.
Thus, the goals of the project are discovery, mark and research of (1)
folkloric texts influenced by literature and (2) literary sources fixing or
interpreting motifs by folkloric origin.

The novelty of this interdisciplinary research is presented in various
aspects:

® The images of Orient and Occident in Georgian folktales:
plots, motifs, characters;

® Study of interrelation between the literary and folklore plots

pointing to the specific ways in oral traditions;

® Detailed information about the social and cultural

environment where the plots of either oriental
or occidental origin were spread;

® National characteristics of the plots of foreign origin and

identification of their reception in the national milieu;

® Analysis of Georgian narrative sources allowed

the identification of the fairy-tale motifs describing some
historical figures and facts;

® Determination of genre characteristics of Georgian historical

chronicles in contexts of oriental, occidental and national oral
narrative traditions.

The issue of origination of the folkloric plots is not always clear
but variations of cultural background are always noticeable and attract
interest.

Up until the 20" century, folktale scholars generally believed that
oral traditions had existed unchanged for centuries, and thus provided
an important source of evidence for the belief systems of their ancestors.
Thus, oral traditions constituted a more important source for national
identity than did later written sources. This romantic valuation, which
originated during the 19" century and continued into the 20®, a period
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of intense nationalization in Europe, had a lasting influence on the per-
ceived importance of the documentation of oral tradition.

The researches of Georgian folklorists focused several cultural-histor-
ical aspects such were: origins, themes, morphological-semantic analysis,
social functions, searching for mythological relicts of the folktale. How-
ever, the question of the literary influence in folkloric texts was open.

It is very important to consider literary sources in the study of oral
narrative materials, particularly folk novellas, magic tales, and sages: the
large numbers of the folktales has a rich literary tradition and some plots
of the folktales come from the literature, spread and interpreted by folk
narrators.

Variation is an important phenomenon in the tales, and it is not al-
ways easy to decide which of several variations of a fairy-tale motif or
tale type is nearest to the original form. An original motif may be su-
perseded by a new change, but a new change also gives way to the older
form, being unable to assert itself at its expense. If a motif is particularly
popular, this fact may induce various narrators to adapt it in different
ways.

The connection of the fairy-tale motifs with mythology places the
origins of the fairytale in the ancient times, but it is also heavily influ-
enced by literature too. In Georgian folklore, there are various versions
of literary works which are completely transformed according to the
rules of the oral tradition.

In terms of methodology, the 19*-century theories such are the mi-
gration theory and the geographic-historical method, are still consider-
able, and philological research is far from being exhausted. The study of
folklore still has its place in literary and linguistic studies. This can be
noted in the justification of the use of old written testimonies, literature
of the ancient cultures, taking them as an indication.

The goal of this work was the determination of the literary sources of
folktales researching their geographic spread in their cultural-historical
context. The interests of the project are focused on Georgian historical
chronicles as well as there are some fairy-tale motifs recorded in the
description of the battles, reconstruction of the mythological past etc.
The central objects of the research are international motifs in Georgian
folktales, namely the tale types registered in “The Types of International
Folktales” by Anti Aarne, Stith Thompson and Hans-Jorg Uther (Hel-
sinki 2004). Our interdisciplinary project envisaged research of Oriental
and Occidental cultural relationships in Georgian folktales. Therefore it
became necessary to include researches of various discipline in the proj-
ect: folktale studies, philology, history, oriental studies.
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I. Historical Chronicles and Oral Narrative Tradition. According
to the medieval geographical tradition, the Orient was subdivided into
three parts: Ethiopia, Media and the extreme East. These opinions dis-
seminated in Europe as a result of narrations of Giovanni da Pian del
Carpine, Guillaume de Rubrouck, Marco Polo, and others. India was the
general title for the Orient, for the East.

In the formation of worldview of both European and Eastern peo-
ples, the “Alexander Romance” by Pseudo-Callisthenes (2"-3" c¢. AD)
has played a great role. The Latin version of “Alexander Romance” was
spread throughout the Europe in the translation made by Julius Valeri-
us, which is dated by the fourth century AD. We can discuss about the
popularity of “Alexander Romance” also by the opinion which sounded
in historiography that the famous legend about Prester John, the pow-
erful ruler of the East, pertaining to the Middle Ages, had been created
exactly based on the rethinking of “Alexander Romance” and this legend
represents a sort of continuation of Alexander’s legendary life.

The hero of “Alexander Romance”, Alexander the Great has defeated
King Porus of India during his eastern campaign. He has driven the faith-
less, savage peoples into the mountains and locked them up within the
great gates. All of the above-described can be historically and geograph-
ically localized in the East, namely, in the provinces of India. Fantastic
plotlines of “Alexander Romance” about these provinces have served as a
basis for such a perception of the East in general. Exactly this information
has given the origin to the epistle compiled under the name of Prester
John in 1165. In the reality, this epistle was created by an unknown
author, the aim of whom was to cause excitement of the crusaders and to
inspire them with the hope that there was a Christian ruler in the East
who would help them in their battle against Muslims in the Holy Land.

The translators, rewriters of “Alexander Romance”, authors of its

)
continuations, used to add new plotlines to their versions, and enriched
them with new colours, proceeding from the reality of their own epoch.
They compared their favourite heroes, kings, knights with Alexander,
drew parallels between the exploits of Alexander and the stories of their
heroes. Translations of “Alexander Romance” themselves were altered in
a certain way, some episodes went missing, whereas others were added.
One fact is certain that the hero of Alexander is a model example for the
societies of future generations.

The early Georgian translations of “Alexander Romance” have not
reached our times. Yet, traces of their existence are evidently noticeable
in the ancient Georgian literature. Apart from it, presumably, medie-
val Georgian historians were familiar with the works of the other Greek
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writers, too, who provided historical information about Alexander. This
concerns the texts of “The Conversion of Kartli” and “The Life of Kings”
by Leonti Mroveli. It is likely that Leonti Mroveli was familiar not only
with the novel written by Pseudo-Callisthenes, but also with the classi-
cal samples of the Greek literature that describe adventures and history
of Alexander the Great more or less exactly. It is also worth noting that
some of the Georgian chroniclers refer to Alexander with the name of
‘Iskandar’ which can be explained by the influence of the oriental liter-
ature, as the Persian and Arabian literature is familiar with Alexander
under the name of Iskandar.

According to the provided information, it can be clearly seen that
ancient Georgian historical literature was well the adventures of Alexan-
der, both legendary and historic, but the direct cause of this, the ancient
Georgian original translation of “Alexander Romance” has not reached
our times. We possess only the translation of the eighteenth century
made by the King of Georgia, Archil. As believed by scholars, this trans-
lation is made either from Serbian or Russian.

Apart from Pseudo-Callisthenes, the Georgian historical literature
was familiar with the work of the writers of antique and Hellenistic ep-
ochs. The tales of the conquest of Caucasus by Alexander have been told
by the authors who do not appear in the Georgian sources, but who could
still be original sources for the Georgian chroniclers. The Caucasus is also
mentioned among the lands invaded by Alexander in works by Pliny (c.
first century AD), Curtius Rufus (c. first century AD), Claudius Ptolemy
(c. first century AD), Josephus Flavius (second century AD), Gaius Julius
Solinus (third century AD).

These sources reveal that Alexander conquered the Caucasus, but it
is difficult to prove this, as those chroniclers, who accompanied Alex-
ander on his marches, or were his contemporaries, do not describe his
arrival to Caucasus. The Caucasus referred to by the authors as Caucasos,
Iron Gates, Sarmatian Gate, Hyrcanian Gates, is localized by researchers
mainly in the east, south to the Caspian sea, or in the Central Asia and
India. Thus, historiography has substantial suspicions that Alexander’s
Caucasian campaign is compiled by the Georgian chroniclers and has
nothing in common with the historic reality.

Some plotlines of the adventures of the hero of “Alexander Romance”
can be seen in the historical figure of the Georgian King Vakhtang Gor-
gasali (fifth century) in the chronicles by Juansher, one of the authors of
“The Life of Kartli”.

The versions regarding the similarity of King Vakhtang’s literary im-
age to biblical and mythological figures were made quite early in the
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Georgian historiography. King Vakhtang’s wars against Khazars, India,
Persia, Greeks, Abashes, appears to be just transposition of the literary
characters and plots into the historical reality. All of these must be com-
piled mainly under the influence of the knighthood romance of the me-
dieval Georgia, “Amirandarejaniani”.

Pseudo-Callisthenes and Juansher’s heroes, Alexander and Vakhtang
both are young and are able to defeat goliaths and giants in combats.
The Georgian chronicler emphasizes Vakhtang’s strength, his military
talent, audacity. His hero is a matchless knight, just as Alexander; they
are not only great kings, but also great knights, standing out during mil-
itary contests.

Vakhtang Gorgasali built also made a system of fortresses defending
the gates, which is the author’s way of rethinking Alexander’s exploits.
Just like Alexander of Macedon, Vakhtang Gorgasali protects the civi-
lized world from man-eaters.

The historian recites the story of Vakhtang’s military campaign to the
north Caucasus, beyond the iron gates, not only with the aim to describe
how he saved his own sister and put an end to the raids of Ovsi (Osse-
tians) in Georgia. Juansher puts some sort of a sacral idea in this action of
Vakhtang. His hero is a powerful king, who forces Gog and Magog’s sons
to obey him. He drew them over the Caucasus range and closed the gates
of Darial for them. He is a continuer of the deeds of Alexander the Great
and defends the civilized world of the East from heathens.

This similarity can be noticed also in the biographies of Alexander
and Vakhtang. According to the “Alexander Romance”, in Alexander’s
teen years, when he was just fifteen, his father Philip fell seriously ill.
When Cumans, the tribes residing in the north of Macedon, were in-
formed of this, they intruded into Macedon. Alexander, despite his
young age, made a campaign against them, drew them over the moun-
tains and returned with many captive enemies.

In the Georgian version of Alexander Romance there is narrated
the story that Anakornos, who fell in love with Philip’s wife Olympias,
took advantage of Philip’s illness, made a sudden attack on Philip’s pal-
ace and kidnapped Olympias. Alexander undertook the mission to re-
lease his mother from captivity and made a raid against the intruders. He
defeated king Anakornos, saved his mother from captivity and brought
the chained king of Pelavol to his father. There exists a similar story for
the teen ages of Vakhtang Gorgasali, too. After the death of Vakhtang’s
father, Mirdat, Ovsi intruded into Kartli, conquered and destroyed the
fortress town Kaspi, took the king’s sister Mirandukhti as captive and
returned to the north Caucasus via the passage of Daruband. In this pe-
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riod, the Greeks also took advantage of the hard situation of Kartli and
occupied Egrisi upto the line of Tsikhe-Goji. When Vakhtang became
fifteen years of age, he invited the nobles, gathered an army, entered
Ovseti through Dariali, defeated the united army of Ovsi and Khazars,
pillaged Ovseti, Jiket and the Pecheneg countries, freed his sister and
brought many captives to Kartli. Since then he closed the gate of Darial,
so Ovsi, Kipchaks and their relatives could not penetrate Kartli anymore.

Exactly after the defeat of Kumans and liberation of his mother
Olympias, the epic story of Alexander the Great begins. Alexander un-
dertakes a campaign against Athens, occupies Greece, then Rome, Italy.
He moves more and more westward and reaches the Litov land and the
ocean-sea, where he fights against winged women. After this, he goes
eastward, crosses the Bosporus strait and enters Asia with one hundred
thousand Macedonians. Initially, Alexander goes to Jerusalem and lib-
erates this city from the dominion of Persians (in general, Pseudo-Cal-
listhenes explains the conquest of the countries and cities in Asia by Al-
exander as their liberation from the Persian slavery). From Jerusalem,
Alexander marches to Egypt, and after he leaves Egypt, he defeats king
Darios of Persia and enters the city of Babylon with triumph. From Bab-
ylon, he undertakes a campaign to Persia and invades it, and then con-
tinues his march to the east. Alexander reaches the islands of the blessed
and of Brahmans, then he reached the gates of Paradise, after which he
goes to India, defeats king Porus of India, takes his city Liampole, drives
the impure peoples over the mountains and locks them up with the gate
of ‘Kadspidni’. Alexander visits yet many fairy places and then he returns
to Babylon.

Juansher also narrates a similar story: Upon his return from the Ovse-
ti campaign, Vakhtang joins the Persians in their fight with the Greeks.
After the Byzantine war, he come back and opposes the Persians who
are about to enter Kartli. The conflict between Vakhtang and the Persian
Shah is soon sorted out. With the Shah’s request, he gets prepared for the
eastern campaign. Before that, he makes a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and
then goes to the countries such as Jorjaneti, India, Sindeti and Abasheti,
where he makes many epic deeds. After many years of absence, he finally
returns to Kartli.

We believe that Alexandria and Vakhtang’s stories by Juansher have
similar plotlines. Of course, Juansher could not insert the stories of the
fight against unearthly and supernatural creatures in Vakhtang’s life, be-
cause, as distinct from Pseudo-Callisthenes’ romance, his opus contains
historic aspects and belongs to a different genre, but the cited examples
still enable us to see resemblances between these two.
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Arguable, just as Alexander the Great’s story was adorned with fairy
tales during the course of centuries, Vakhtang’s adventures, too, took
legendary colourings. It is remarkable that in their stories such fairy-tale
plots appear to be abundant in the places where the author’s narration
concerns such ethnic and historical-geographical lands, about which
there existed only semi-realistic representations in the respective epoch.

We do not consider the works of the ancient Georgian chroniclers to
be only fairy-tale adventures, but we think that works of Juansher and
of Leonti Mroveli still carry traces of mythological or biblical fragments
and certain issues must be treated with caution. The same features can
be found in opuses of the chroniclers of other nations, too. The more so,
when it concerns the origin of various peoples or the genesis of countries
or states. All of the above-said is characteristic both for the historiogra-
phy of the eastern as well as for the European countries.

In Georgian folklore, the image of Alexander the Great appears only
in the folktales which might be classified as realistic tales. The literary in-
fluences on the Georgian realistic tales are easy to discern. The evolution
of the “Alexander Romance” hero into a folkloric hero follows a common
pattern. Oral traditional stories about rulers reflect many agendas, show-
ing the ruler as a just or unjust judge; as a gentle or cruel conqueror; or
as a fearless and cunning general, whose human greatness is evident in
the care of his soldiers and his reliance on God’s help in the fight. Cau-
casian folktales about Alexander show miscellaneous interpretations of
the hero, perhaps in part also because of the variety of literary and oral
traditions, which influenced Georgian folklore.

The Georgian folktale “The Story of Alexander of Macedon” presents
a haughty and selfish image of the ruler:

Once upon a time there lived a king, Alexander of Macedon, whom
many countries obeyed: the West and the East, the North and the South.
Yet his heart was still not satisfied. He wanted to build a staircase to the
heavens, but he did not succeed. Then he decided to dig the earth and to
conquer the lower worlds, too. The king knew well that the aged people
would be against his decision and that is why he ordered the youth to
behead their fathers and come to a certain place for work. At the same
time, they should make an oath with this wording: ‘I have not left my
father above earth’. One of the old men told his son: ‘Dig the soil as tall
as I am, drop me in the ditch and then swear that you have not left your
father above the earth. So, when you go there to the work, I will come
there, too. That foolish king’s donkey is cleverer than he himself is.
Take your meal to work by a donkey and when you start digging in the
ground, leave its offspring above, tied to a rope. As for the donkey, take it
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with you as you dig. When you go deep into the ground and the stinking
smells come out of it, the donkey will be bothered by the smell and will
flee. You hold its tail and the donkey will take you up to the surface. If
you wish, take with you that foolish king as well’.

The boy did as he was advised by the old father. When the stinking
odour hit from the ground, the donkey sprang up and took the boy and
the king with it. The rest of the young men remained down there and
died. Just the boy, his father, and the king survived. When the king un-
derstood that the boy had received advice from his father, he reproached
the boy, saying: ‘if you had such a clever father, then why did you behead
him?’ The boy brought his father to him. The king offered half of his
kingdom to the old man as a sign of gratitude. The old man got angry and
replied: “‘Where have you got a kingdom? If you are offering the land of
the dead to me, why do I need it? Why did you not give it to me until
the people died?’

Then the king offered him some money. The old man took a man’s
dried heart out of his pocket, laid it on the ground and said: T shall not
ask much money, give me just enough to cover this heart’.

The king cast the money onto the heart, but the heart sprang above
it. He cast some more, but the heart kept springing up. The king had to
get his whole treasure-house brought to the spot, but he was still unable
to cover the heart.

The old man laughed and said: ‘Can you see it now, this is a man’s
dried heart, and it can be covered only by one fistful of soil, nothing
more. While you had the whole country, why did you wish to conquer
the lower world, why did you dig in the earth?’ The old man cast the soil
onto the heart and it was covered at once. Such is the nature of man: his
heart will get satisfied in no way, but just one fistful of the soil will make
him forget everything (retold after the book: Ghlonti, A. Guruli folklori.
Thilisi 1937, pp. 203-204).

The folktale Alexander is far from the ideal of medieval knighthood;
his image in the realistic tales and novelle is in general less attractive
than in the “Alexander Romance”. The figure of Alexander the Great in
Georgian folklore derives from a literary image, not the historical person.
In the Georgian folktales, Alexander is represented as a king who wants
to conquer the heavens and the earth, but he has his own weaknesses.

II. Oriental tales in Europe. The magical and wonderful world of
“The Thousand and One Nights”, an excellent instance of intercultur-
al communication, containing the magic stories of Indian, Persian and
Greek origin, saturated with abundant elements of the Arabic-Islamic
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culture. “The Thousand and One Nights” inspired numerous literary
works of various genres and times. There is no doubt that the influence of
the collection in Europe dates back to the 18" century when it was trans-
lated by Antoine Galland. Certainly, the popularity of “The Thousand
and One Nights” can partly be explained by the historical context. In the
17t century, the economic and diplomatic relations between Europe and
the Middle East intensified, which resulted in the European intellectu-
als’ increased interest in the splendor of the exotic Orient. This develop-
ment coincided with a phase of intellectual and scholarly fermentation
in Europe subjecting the European cultural tradition to a fundamental
revision and thereby paving the way to various forms of the Enlighten-
ment epoch. Galland’s “Mille et une nuit” stood at the juncture of these
two major trends and got incorporated into both. Thus, Galland’s French
adaptation became a part of the East-West issue resulting in the vogue of
oriental studies in arts and literature. The collection of Oriental tales and
its imitations became a part of the European literary landscape retaining
influence to this day.

A knowledge of Arabic literature has been usual for Georgian writers
and scholars since the Middle Ages. Various Georgian literary sources
suggest that the frame of the “Thousand and One Nights”, as well as some
of the individual narratives, were well-known in Georgia. The earliest
Georgian text structured as a frame story is “Amiran-Darejaniani”, a
prose work in twelve chapters attributed to Mose Khoneli, a Georgian
writer of the twelfth century. This narrative revolves around the hero
Amiran whose adventures are related in five sections. The remaining
sections are dedicated to other characters and have no strong connection
with each other. This cycle of tales is influenced to some extent by the
styles of medieval Near and Middle Eastern literatures, and its roots can
also be traced in Georgian folk tradition and literature. Another, much
later, chivalric romance with a frame story structure, by an unknown
author, is “Rusudaniani” from the seventeenth century.

The literary sources for the Georgian folk tradition include works
translated from other languages. “Chardavrishiani” (The four dervishes),
“Bakhtiarname” (The book of Bakhtiar), and “Timsariani” (The seven vi-
ziers) are versions of medieval Persian romances, translated into Geor-
gian in the eighteenth century.

The impact of the “Thousand and One Nights” on Georgian literary
tradition is also noticeable in the didactic works of the Georgian writer
and lexicographer Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani (1658-1725). His book “Si-
brdzne Sitsruisa” (The wisdom of the lie) is composed on the model of
the frame tale with embedded stories. Among Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani’s
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fables, some tales originate from the oral tradition as well as from “The
Thousand and One Nights”: for example, ATU 62, ‘The Fox and the
Cock’, and ATU 670, ‘Knowledge of Animal Languages’.

Despite Georgia’s close cultural contacts with Arab world, “The
Thousand and One Nights” as a whole was not translated into Georgian
until the twentieth century. Here is a short historical background about
the first printed editions of the Georgian translations of “The Thousand
and One Nights”.

1) The first Georgian printed edition is dated 1888. This is “The Lamp
of Aladdin” and “The Tale of a Brother and a Sister”, translated from the
Russian language.

2) The next edition titled “The Thousand and One Nights. Arab Sto-
ries. Scheherazade’s tales” is dated back to 1894. It is published in two
books and translated from Russian, published in Thbilisi.

3) In 1895 Mose Janashvili, Georgian historian, ethnographer, and
linguist, translated and published a fairy-tale from “The Thousand and
One Nights” titled as “Reading for Children”, translated from Russian.

4) The next printed edition dates back to 1904. This is “The Tale Nar-
rated by Scheherazade of the Thousand and One Nights”, translated from
Russian, published in Kutaisi. This edition includes several illustrations.

5) The next printed edition is published in 1937 and is titled “The
Thousand and One Nights”, translated by Savle Abuladze, Georgian
writer, poet, teacher and public figure. It is translated from Russian and
is published in Thilisi. Of particular interest is the fact that the fairy-tales
are translated selectively and the translation does not follow the chronol-
ogy of the nights. The translation is prefaced by an introduction that
briefly narrates the origin of the collected stories and its translations into
the European languages. To be more precise, about Galland’s translation.

We have no factual material that shows the existence of fragments
of “The Thousand and One Nights” translated into Georgian before these
listed printed editions, but there are different sources that suggest the
existence of such translations and attribute the ownership to the famous
Georgian figures of the 19" century.

In 1903 an unknown correspondent of the popular Georgian news-
paper “Iveria” informed readers that in a Georgian village Khtsisi lived
the family of prince Thoma Tsitsishvili, who were the owners of the
manuscript of complete Georgian translation of “The Thousand and One
Nights”, translated either from Persian or Arabic. The correspondent also
noted that the famous publisher of Georgian books Vasil Bezhaneishvili
had the intention of publishing another translation of “The Thousand
and One Nights”. The correspondent wrote that it would have been bet-
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ter for Vasil Bezhaneishvili to issue the old better one instead of publish-
ing a new translation. Publisher Bezhaneishvili, in his turn, answered
the correspondent that he was ready to publish the old translation of
“The Thousand and One Nights”, provided at prince Tsitsishvili’ s family,
if they would give him the manuscript. If we take into consideration the
fact that publisher Vasil Bezhaneishvili published “The Thousand and
One Nights” translated from the Russian language in 1904, it means that
the property of prince Tsitsishvili’s family — the manuscript of the trans-
lation of “The Thousand and One Nights” was not found at all.

The complete corpus of “The Thousand and One Nights”, an
eight-volume edition, in Georgian was published in 1967-1996, trans-
lated from Arabic by professional orientalists Nana Purtseladze and
Tina Margvelashvili. Translators, while translating, mainly followed
the Egyptian edition, but, they were careful and tried to avoid possible
mistakes so they compared and checked the Egyptian edition with other
editions.

No other work of Oriental literature has had a greater impact on Eu-
ropean culture than the “Thousand and One Nights”. Besides supplying
pleasant entertainment to generations of readers, up to the present this
book has been an inspiration for all kinds of literary genres. At the same
time, it has determined the Europe’s perception of the “Orient” as the
essential Other and, hence, to the Europe’s definition of its own cultural
identity. However, Oriental tales integrated into various layers of West-
ern culture since their introduction into Western consciousness three
hundred years ago.

The popularity of the Oriental tales was not a passing phenomenon,
but these stories became the inspirer of numerous literary works, in nu-
merous genres, for example, for French philosophical fairytales.

‘What should be the reason behind such an unabated popularity? Can
it be explained by merely certain developments in history? Or, are they
the magic objects like talismans, charms, amulets and mystery? More
than the outside factors, the reason should be the internal components of
the text and the way they are conveyed.

Arabic society was based on a cultural tradition truly connected with
oral narrative practice, where a rawy, a professional story-teller, the re-
citer, whose memorizing techniques relied on some rigid formulae and
patterns was a human medium of the cultural memory. By a vivid perfor-
mance and repetition, the rawy preserved and passed down events and
experiences to the next generations and by doing so ensured viability of
the tradition. The tradition and techniques of verbal communication of
the culture had been so deeply rooted among Arabs back in the pre-Is-
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lamic times that even after introduction of writing and emergence of
the requirement for recording the cultural heritage, it held on both in
the literature, public consciousness and tastes. Owing to the performing
skills of the rawy, the cultural medium that the tales became so popular
in the Middle East. As to their incredible attractiveness to the Western
readers, to the rawy therefore is the credit, not only for popularizing the
Oriental Nights in the East, but also for introducing them in Europe. It
was owing to the insight into the details of the rawy’s skills that the Eu-
ropean translators of the Nights made the tales so popular.

The fact is that the first translators of “The Thousand and One Nights”,
first of all Antoine Galland, introduced a literary canon, which relied on
the eastern tradition of communication and preservation of information.
They were very well educated scholars of the Arabic literature and a kind
of media, the interpreters of the oriental symbolic codes in the way to
enrich the collective knowledge. In other words, they were transcultural
rawies deeply impressing people by improvisations and variations. It is
the case of a medium being not merely the information carrier but the
one who enriches it with content, with his trace always noticeable in the
meaning of a sign.

III. Oriental stories in Georgian oral narrative tradition. The similar-
ities between Oriental and Georgian folktales we can observe in almost
all genres of oral narratives, but the most coincidences of Arabian Nights
with folktale-types are in the area of realistic tales (novelle) and anec-
dotes.

Oral traditions and literary traditions belong to parallel categories of
traditions. Each of the two types of narrative traditions belongs to a sep-
arate cognitive system. Oriental-Occidental plot parallels show an inten-
sive internalization of folktale types. They also give information about
the relationship between literary and oral traditions.

The Tale of the King Who Lost His Kingdom ATU938. In Georgian
folklore there is widespread a tale of a man who lost his two sons and
his wife:

A man crossed a river with his two sons, one of them was carried off
by a wolf, the other one fall in the river. Farmers and shepherds found
the boys and raised them. The man worked as farmhand many years, and
by chance he recovered his sons and his wife. The family reunited.

This story corresponds partly the international folk-tale type ATU938
Placidas, and partly the tale from “The Thousand and One Nights”.

According to the ATU938, Placidas (Eustacius), a colonel of the em-
peror Trajan, hunts a deer, between whose antlers a cross disclosed it to
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be Christ in animal form. His wife has a similar vision. Both are babtized
together with their two sons. Placidas is named Eustacius, his wife The-
opiste. When Eustacius rides again to the place of the vision, the deer
reappears. Christ prophesies for him a period of suffering similar to that
of Job. He can choose if he wishes to have the suffering now or at the
end of his life. Eustacius decides to have it soon. When his servants and
his animals die and all his property is stolen, he escapes with his Family
to Egypt. A boatman claims his wife as payment fot the ferry; when Eu-
stacius crosses a river with his two sons, the boys are carried off by a lion
and a wolf. Farmers and shepherds take the animals’s prey and raise the
boys. Eustacius works as farmhand. Many years later Eustacius recovers
his sons and his wife by chance.

The tale type ATU938 forms part of the narrative cycle enframed
by the story of “King Shah Bakht and His Vizier al-Rahwan” from “The
Thousand and One Night”. It is told by the vizier in an effort to ward off
the king’s wrath. King Shah Bakht has a loyal vizier named al-Rahwan.
One night the king has a dream about his vizier handing him a fruit
that poisons him. The king consults a sage who conspires with al-Rah-
wan’s enemies and advises the king to have the vizier executed. The vi-
zier wisely agrees with the verdict, but asks permission to stay with the
king one more night. He is granted permission, and on the twenty-eight
following nights he tells the king the stories, including “The Tale of the
King Who Lost His Kingdom”.

Which was the noblest act? ATU976. The visible example of a liter-
ary plot in oral traditions is a story about the noblest act, included in “The
Thousand and One Night”. This story forms part of the narrative cycle
enframed by “The Forty Viziers”. It is told by the ruler’s wife to urge him
to take action.

The sultan of Egypt, feels that his end is drawing near. The sultan
tells his sons that he has deposited a box with jewels that they should
divide among themselves. When he has died, the youngest son steals
the box. His brothers soon find it, but it is empty. They consult the gadi,
and he tells them a story. A young woman who is deeply in love with
her cousin is married to someone else. On the wedding night, the young
woman confesses her love to her husband and is generously allowed to
visit her beloved. On the way she is spared by a thief who follows the
example of her husbands’s generosity; the lover is also impressed and
sends her back to her husband. After finishing the story, the qadi asks
them which of the three men was the most generous. While the two
eldest sons choose the lover, the youngest son chooses the thief and
thereby discloses his guilt.
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This tale with both its characteristic frame story and the enframed
narrative corresponds to the international tale-type ATU 976 Which was
the noblest act?

On their wedding night, a man allows his bride to visit her former
lover, in order to keep a promise she had made previously or, according
to some oral variants, to cancel the engagement. On her way she meets a
robber. When she tells him her story, he leaves her unmolested. When
her lover hears about her bridegroom’s and robber’s magnanimity, he
takes her back to her bridegroom without touching her. In some variants
the tale occurs in conjunction with a frame tale that deals with the dis-
covery of a thief. Three (four) sons inherit jewelry from their father. The
money is stolen by one of the brothers. The robbed owners call a wise
man (judge, king, Solomon), who is to discover the thief. The wise man
(or his daughter) then starts to tell the story. The thief betrays himself
unconsciously when he answers the question, “Who acted in the noblest
way?” He argues that the robber in the story was the most noble one or
he answers other questions in a revealing manner.

According to the “Arabian Nights Encyclopaedia” (2004), this tale-
type originates from India. Its oldest version, dating from the third cen-
tury C.E., is included in the Buddhist “Tripitaka”. Other early versions
are contained in the Indian collection “Vetalapancavimsatika” (The
Ocean of Streams of Stories), as well as in the various redactions of the
“Tuti-name”. In European tradition, the tale was popularized by Boc-
caccio’s “Decamerone”. Its version in Chauser’s Franklin’s Tale probably
derives from French models.

The tale about a contest in generosity is included in French editions
of Oriental tales “Le cabinet des fées, ou collection choisie des contes des
fées, et autres contes merveilleux” (1786). The tale is called as Histoire
du Sultan Aqschid. The same story is included in the English book “Tales
of the East, comprising the most popular romances of Oriental origin
and the best imitations by European authors” by Henry Weber (1812).
In this edition is prefixed an introductory dissertation, containing an ac-
count of each work and of its author or translator. “The History of Sultan
Aqgschid” is a part of cycle of “Turkish tales”.

In further French editions, the tale about a contest in generosity is
a part of the narrative cycle “Charming Tales of Careless Youth”. In the
Joseph Charles Mardrus’s version of the late nineteenth century, there
is a tale of Habib and Habiba, two cousins in Bagdad. The two grow up
together and are in love, but then Habiba is married to another man.
When she cries on her wedding night, her Husband allows her to take
her cousin as her lover. Subsequently she is reunited with Habib. This
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Tale does not feature in the standard Arabic manuscripts of the Arabian
Nights. According to Chauvin, Mardrus has appropriated the tale from
an unknown source. The tale’s basic structure corresponds to the en-
framed narrative in the international tale-type ATU 976: Which Was
the Noblest Act?

In German versions of Oriental tales, this tale-type is included in the
narrative cycle of “the Forty Viziers”, which denotes a frame story that
corresponds to the story of “Craft and Malice of Woman”, although it
contains different tales. The Story of the “Forty Viziers” is found only
in the Stuttgart/Pforzheim edition of Gustav Weil’s German translation,
included as part of “The Thousand and One Night”. In a footnote, the
translator declares that in the Arabic text this story cannot be found in
this place, but that he included it for the sake of “completeness” on the
basis of other sources.

Next to literary versions, the tale-type ATU 976 is spread in folk-
lore of Europe, Asia and South America too. There exist Scottish, Irish,
Slovenian, Mexican, Chilean, Argentine, Chinese, Kazakh, Turkmen,
Tadzhik, Iranian, Indian, Russian, Turkish, Jewish, Armenian, Georgian
versions.

The plot of the contest in generosity became very attractive theme in
literary novels and cinematography of the twelfth century.

The tales from “The Thousand and One Nights” in Georgian oral tra-
ditions (Aladdin and Ali Baba). Some tales in “The Thousand and One
Nights”, including the tales of Aladdin and Ali Baba, were delivered to
the French writer Antoine Galland in writing by the Maronite Hanna
Diyab from Aleppo and later reworked by Galland. The texts those Gal-
land used as the basis for his translation has never been located. Accord-
ing to Galland’s diary for the period 1709-12, Hanna Diyab told him a
number of tales, some or all of which Hanna also wrote out in Arabic. No
Arabic text of Hanna’s tales has been found at all. However, Aladdin and
Ali Baba became an inseparable part of Galland’s translated collection,
is universally known, and remains ‘emblematic’ of the collection as a
whole.

The first Georgian translations of some of the tales of “The Thousand
and One Nights” appeared in the late nineteenth century. These take the
form of small booklets in Georgian: “Aladdin or the Magic Lamp” (1888),
“The Tales of Shahrazad” (1895), “The Thousand and One Nights: The
Book with Pictures” (1895), “A Tale of Shahrazad” (1904), and “The
Thousand and One Nights” (1937).

The closest Georgian folkloric version to the literary text of the tale
of Aladdin is the folktale called “The Lamp”, recorded in 1937 and pub-
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lished by Georgian folklorist and linguist Alexandre Ghlonti. The tale
of Aladdin appears in multiple Georgian oral versions with a different
magic object (other than the lamp). For example, in one folktale record-
ed in 1962, instead of the lamp there are magic balls (Georgian Folklore
Database, ID 20113).

There is only one text titled as “Ali Baba” tale in Georgian Folklore
Database, though there are plenty of related stories and tale types on the
robber themes. The Georgian folktale “Ali Baba” is recorded in 1962 in
the village Mokhisi. In this tale appear twenty robbers, not forty, but
other details are similar to the literary, Galland’s version.

The tales of Aladdin and Ali baba arrived in Georgia in the late nine-
teenth century through literary translations and soon spread in Georgian
oral tradition too. Georgian folkloric material confirm that all variants in
oral tradition come ultimately from Galland’s versions.

The frame-tale genre in Georgian folklore. The frame-tale genre has
an eastern invention, originated in India, and then moving through the
Near East and Europe. Some of the best known and most studied frame
tales are “Panchatantra”, “Tuti-Nameh”, “The Thousand Nights and a
Night”, “Kalila wa-Dimna”, “The Book of Sindbad”, “The Seven Sages of
Rome”, “Decameron”, “Canterbury Tales”.

While this essay can by no means answer all the questions that the
term “frame tale” generates in Georgian folklore, it will present some
frame tales for the discussion. The analysis of the frame folktales will
reveal to us important information about not only the frame tale but also
the unique relationship between oral tradition and literate production.

The frame tale could be adapted to a variety of linguistic and cultur-
al contexts. Through various means of translation and transmission, a
frame tale crossed cultural boundaries with relative ease. Georgian folk-
tale “The Old Vizier” shows how the frame story could be revised into a
product that was within the horizon of expectations of a local audience
while still preserving elements of its exotic origin.

The coincidences of literary and folkloric motifs are common for the
medieval literature. Recorders and compilers take the vitality of the oral
tradition, the very elements that give it power over audiences, and at-
tempt, through the frame tale, to transfer this force to the literary text.

The observation on the Georgian frame folktales has led us to the
view that in the Georgian folktales, the framed story is characterized by
its narrator having either himself observed the characters and experi-
enced the actions in the story he narrates, or else heard the story from
someone who in turn had observed the characters and experienced the
actions in the story he narrates, and so on. That is, the framed story is
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always or in the end a story about personal experience. When it is trans-
mitted on the authority of an earlier narrator, it is not characterized by
the fact of the transmission as such, but by the chain of transmission
terminating in a narrator who personally observed the characters and
experienced the actions in the story he narrates.

IV. Female Characters. Focusing on the female characters, this chap-
ter interprets Georgian characteristics of the plots of foreign origin, their
reception in Georgian folktales, how the plots either Oriental or Occi-
dental can be influenced by social and cultural environment.

Women against injustice. “Cymbeline” is a play by William Shake-
speare, based on legends concerning the early Celtic British King Cuno-
belinus. This plot is widely popular in the literature and oral traditions
of the Middle Ages. The motif of wager and birth mark derive from
Giovanni Boccaccio’s “Decameron”. Shakespeare, however, freely adapts
the legend and adds entirely original sub-plots. The theme of the wager
on the woman’s chastity is frequently used in the novelistic tales of Eu-
ropean and Asian folklore as well.

In “The Types of International Folktales”, this plot is described as a
type ATU882 in the category of realistic tales:

A Husband praises the virtue of his wife and makes a wager with a
friend regarding her chastity. After trying in vain to seduce the wom-
en, the friend, with the help of a corrupt servant, secretly goes into her
bedroom. There, without touching her, he discovers a birthmark on her
breast and uses it to pretend that he seduced her. The husband believes
him, cast off his wife or orders someone to kill her, and leaves home. The
woman escapes death and travels in man’s clothes. She gains a high po-
sition at a foreign court. There she meets her husband, who has become
destitute and proves her innocence to him.

The oldest Georgian version of the tale type ATU882, “The innocent
wife®, is written down in the 17 century by the Italian catholic mission-
ary Bernarde from Napoli who travelled Georgia between 1670 and 1680.
The action of the tale “The innocent wife“ happens in Orient, particular-
ly, in Bagdad and China. The names of characters are also Oriental. The
late oral versions of this tale show more Georgian atmosphere. The texts,
recorded in the 20™ century describe the social milieu of Georgia. In the
Georgian archival sources, there are numerous variants of this tale type,
recorded in the 1950-60ies. Probably, this tale type was very popular in
the Near Eastern narrative traditions and next to literary adaptations, the
oral narratives have wide-spread in Georgian folklore.

Women against Death. This chapter interprets similar and different
cultural features in Georgian folk narratives about the female characters
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who sacrifice herself for their partners or relatives. A Georgian folktale
is presented, which evidently shows the likeness with Ancient Greek
and Hindu narratives. The Georgian folktale “Death and a young man”,
matching to the tale type ATU 899 Alcestis.

A rich young man decided to marry. He dressed red, settled on a red
horse with a red saddle and went to search someone who could help him
to find a bride. He met a man with a red horse and red clothes. The red
horseman did not speak to him and went away. The young man followed
him and asked for help. The red horseman said: ‘T am Death and I will kill
you on your wedding night.’

The young man returned home and told his parents that he was ready
to marry any woman regardless which. The parent found a bride for him.
On the wedding night the Death came and told the young man: ‘Ask your
mother to give you some years of her 110 years lifetime.” The young man
went to his mother. Unfortunately she refused to give him anything. His
father, his brother and his sister refused to help him. The Death suggested
him to ask his wife who had 80 years lifetime. The young man was ashamed
to ask his wife if she was willing to give him half of her own remaining
lifetime. He did not know his wife well. However, finally he explained
her his extreme situation. The wife immediately agreed to gave him half
of her lifetime and the Death went away. The couple lived happily, raised
their children and after 40 years came the Death and toke the both spouses
(Georgian Folklore Database 2006, ID 1568, from a text collected in 1965).

The female character of this Georgian folktale could be regarded as a
duplicate of Alcestis from Euripides’ drama (fifth century BC), and Savitri
from “Mahabharata” (fourth century BC). All of these women used their
power of dedication to their husbands to prevent the death.

According to Euripide’s drama “Alcestis”, Admetus is granted the
privilege of being able to offer a substitute for his death, thanks to his
previous kindness to Apollo. His parents decline the proposition that
they should volunteer to deputize for him, and Death is about to take
him when his wife Alcestis volunteers. She is already being lamented on
her deathbed when Heracles, a former associate of Admetus, appears and
wrestles with Death, who is forced to give up his victim.

The story of the princess Savitri is one of the best-known and best-
loved tales of India. It appears within “The Mahabharata”. Savitri is a
daughter of the king Asvapati in the land Madra. She is so beautiful and
has such radiance that prospective suitors are put off by the very splen-
dour of her eyes. Nobody simply has the courage to marry her. Savitri
finds Satyavan, the son of a blind king named Dyumatsena. Savitri returns
to find her father speaking with Sage Narada who announces that Savitri
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has made a bad choice: although perfect in every way, Satyavan is destined
to die one year from that day. In response to her father’s pleas to choose a
more suitable husband, Savitri insists that she will choose her husband but
once. Savitri and Satyavan married. Three days before the foreseen death
of Satyavan, Savitri asks for her father-in-law’s permission to accompany
her husband into the forest. They go and while Satyavan is splitting wood,
he suddenly becomes weak and lays his head in Savitri’s lap. Yama him-
self, the god of Death, comes to claim the soul of Satyavan. Savitri follows
Yama as he carries the soul away. When he tries to convince her to turn
back, she offers successive formulas of wisdom. Impressed by Savitri’s
dedication and purity, Yama grants life to Satyavan and blesses Savitri’s
life with eternal happiness. Satyavan awakens as though he has been in a
deep sleep and returns to his parents along with his wife.

In the scholarly literature has been already noticed the similarity of
the stories Alcestic and Savitri. Moreover, there is no difficulty in accept-
ing that Alcestis represents a literary treatment of a folkloric original.
Georgios A. Megas examined in detail numerous oral versions of Modern
Greek and South Slavic folk narratives. The geographical position of Geor-
gia, a region lying between East and West, formed a natural melting pot
of cultures. In Georgian folklore, the motif of self-sacrifice is wide-spread
as well as in the folklore of European and Near Eastern peoples. Similar
narrative is presented in a Georgian folk poem “Can you die instead of
me?” This poem describes how a young man begs his parents, brothers,
wife and lover that may be they can “replace” him when the deity of death
comes for him. Everyone refuses to do so, except the lover of the young
man — she is ready to sacrifice herself to save her beloved. This poem is
antiphonic. In the end of each verse comes a refrain word menatsvale
[Georg. ‘please take my place’], meaning ‘can you die instead of me?’

The poem is as follows:

‘My Mother, Death is coming, please take my place!’

‘I cannot, ask your father!’

‘My Father, Death is coming, please take my place!’

‘I cannot, ask your brother!’

‘My Brother, Death is coming, please take my place!’

‘I cannot, ask your sister!’

‘My sister, Death is coming , please take my place!’

‘I cannot, ask your wifel’

‘My wife, Death is coming, please take my place!’

‘I cannot, ask your lover!’

‘My love, Death is coming, please take my place!’

‘T will die instead of you, please show me where I have to go!’
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In Georgian language there are some figures of speech which have
the meaning of self-sacrifice. Such words are genatsvale, sheni chiri me
and shemogevle. They are terms of endearment. The word genatsvale
(“I wish to be in your place”) in Georgian language is unique as it is dif-
ficult to find its equivalent in other languages, expressed in one word.
The word genatsvale widely used in Georgia means taking on oneself
the misfortune of the other. Its synonyms sheni chiri me (“I will take
your sorrow instead of you”, “let me replace you in trouble”) and she-
mogevle (“Let me take care of you”) express the desire to suffer the oth-
er’s plague. The word shemogevle literally means movement of a person
around the other person. In Georgian traditional folk medicine, in some
cases of illness, the family members complete a ritual: they go in the
circle around a sick person to beg the health-deities for her/his wellness.
Georgian Ethnologist Irakli Surguladze considers this archaic ritual in
connecting with the mythological concept of self-sacrifice, widely spread
in Mediterranean, Near East and Caucasus: to replace someone when the
deity of health or the death comes for him. It is easy to see similarities
between the stories of Alcestis and Savitri with the Georgian folk lyrics
“Menatsvale” and the folktale “Death and a young man”. Both of them
— lyrics and folktale remain the main theme of the self-sacrifice of the
woman for her beloved man.

There are a number of modern folktale treatments, and at least one
important medieval one, which serves to stress the difference in perspec-
tive between a classical literary and a non-classical sub-literary version.
The very elaborate, quasi-heroic version in the late Medieval Turkish
“Book of Dede Korkut” is told in an Islamic context:

Dumrul sees a dead warrior for the first time and proclaims himself
mightier than death himself. Allah is furious, and sends the Archangel
Azrael to take his soul. The Archangel comes as a bird, and is dismissed
and mocked. He then causes the hero’s horse to rear while in the form of
an invisible spirit. Dumrul sees his folly and pleads for his life, but Allah
will only spare it if a substitute is offered. His parents, too, refuse. Only
Dumrul’ wife does not resist the onset of death, but encourages him; im-
pressed, Allah orders the death of the refusing parents and transfers their
remaining span of years to Dumrul and his wife.

The comparison Oriental and Occidental literary and folkloric plots
in Georgian folktales can derive some more general conclusions. The
consequent discerning of cultural regions may be investigated. The Geor-
gian folktales, discussed here, show certain features of ancient thoughts
in Georgian folklore that are apparently universal and have wide dis-
tribution in the world that their generality may be presumed to result
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from recurrent reactions of the human psyche to situations of the general
order. There is an astonishing similarity between folktales and myths
collected in widely different regions. The differences are there too, of
course, between cultures and culture areas but the basic idea of these
narratives are equal.

Women against fate. In Oriental and Occidental oral traditions, in-
cluding Georgian folklore, the theme of predestined fate appears in al-
most every narrative genres. This chapter interprets Georgian versions of
international folktales about fate.

The fulfillment or escape of the prophecy are the primary criteria for
tale’s classification. These types of the folktale show the ways of migra-
tion and assimilation of the fate motifs in folklore and literary traditions.

There are only a few types of the folktale, structured on the fore-
told fate. In the catalogue of the types of international folktales, these
types develop two cycles: 1) Prophecy fulfilled (ATU930 The Prophe-
cy, ATU930A The Predestined Wife, ATU931 Oedious); 2) Fate escaped
(ATUS06* Prophecy Escaped, ATUS16 Faithful John).

Next to Georgian folklore materials, the paper deals with the oldest
literary sources of the narratives about prophecy and fate: The Ancient
Egyptian tale of the Doomed Prince (13" century BC), Chinese tales (9*-
10t centuries), West European legends (9 century) and Arabic tales
(16™ century).

The types of the folktale about fate, discussed here, are as follows:

ATU 930 The Prophecy. Common to Georgian folklore are tales
where the three Fates appear. When they predestine the fate of a new
child, born to a poor family, they are overheard by a wealthy stranger.
He learns that the newborn boy will marry his daughter. All of his coun-
terattacks, including murder, fail: the prediction comes true.

In numerous variants, the type ATU930 is combined with ATU910K.
In European folktales a dying nobleman who had served a long time at
the king’s court asks the king to employ his son. The king agrees and the
dying man gives three precepts to his son. First: “Never associate with
enviers or slanderers” (“Do not talk about what you have seen” or “Do
not dishonor your master’s house with adultery”). Second: “Always sym-
pathize with your master’s fortune and emotions”. Third: “Never pass a
church without going inside” (“Never neglect to go to mass”). When his
father has died the young man begins his service at the king’s court. An
envious man slanders him and accuses him of desiring the queen. When
he, following his father’s advice, starts to weep when the queen weeps,
his behavior is interpreted as proof of a love affair and it is decided that
he must be killed. His adversary intends to throw him into the blast fur-
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nace of the ironworks or to kill him by some other means. He is sent to
the place where he is to be killed. Those who are charged with his mur-
der are told to kill the first man who arrives (he brings along a message, a
letter commanding his murder or certain object such as a handkerchief or
lemon). According to his father’s advice, the young man goes to mass on
the way and is delayed. His adversary, impatient to see him dead, arrives
the place before him and is killed instead of him. The innocent young
man then reports his adversary’s death. He is restored to favor, or gains
fortune, wealth and honor.

A clear distinction between the types is often impossible, as several
variants belong to both types. Nevertheless ATU910K and ATU930 are
fundamentally separate types.

ATU931 Oedipus. A prophecy foretells that a newborn child will
kill his father and marry his mother. In order to avoid this fate, the
child is exposed. The boy is rescued by shepherds. There he unsuspec-
tingly kills his father whom he did not recognize. He marries the wife
of the dead man and learns later that she is his own mother. This motif
has ancient Greek origin. All of the variants classified under the type
ATU931 contain general foretell of fate. Beside exposure, parricide and
mother-incest, brother- and sister-incest occur in various combinations.

ATU930A The Predestined Wife. This folk-tale type tells about a
young man, who learns by a prediction that a very young (or newborn)
girl will be his future wife. Not willing to marry the ugly (or poor) child,
he tries to kill her by stabbing her. The girl survives, grows up, becomes
very beautiful, and is married to the man. After the wedding he discovers
the scar and learns from his wife’s life-history that the prediction has
been fulfilled despite his actions. The motifs of this folk-tale type have
Eastern origin. It seems its source does not belong not only to the Islamic,
but older cultural region and are related to the Buddistic literature. Early
literary treatments start from the 9* century by Chinese writers. This
story is common in India, Near East and Europe too. In “The Thousand
Nights and One Night” is included a tale of the Hireling and the Girl,
which forms part of the narrative cycle enframed by the story of King
Shzh Bakht and His Vizier al-Rahgwan. It is told by the vizier to save
his life. When a woman of an Arab tribe gives birth, a wise woman pre-
dicts that the newborn girl will have sex with a hundred men, a hireling
will marry her, and a spider will slay her. Aiming to prevent this from
happening, the woman’s hireling slits the girl’s throat and runs away.
The girl survives and becomes a prostitute. Later the very same hireling,
who in the meantime has made a fortune, marries her without knowing
her true identity. When they find out that two of the prophecies have
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already come true, they try to protect her from spiders by going to live in
a secluded place that is kept neat and clean. When one day her husband
sees a spider, she wants to kill it herself. As she is striking with a piece of
wood, a splinter enters her hand and gives her blood poisoning.

ATUS06* Prophecy Escaped. A child is born in answer to a prayer.
It is foretold to the child that i twill dies by hanging when he is twenty
years old. The child is helped by a companion who favors him because
of his modesty. The companion saves the child’s life and wins a princess
for him. The helper demands half of the winnings, so the princes is to be
divided.

The Georgian folktale “The Stone Girl” begins with a prediction as
a type ATU 934 Tales of the Predestined Death, and is contaminated
with the type ATU 516 Faithful John. The folktales tells about a little
girl who overheard a prophecy of the Fate Writers about her newborn
brother. One of the Fate Writers said: ‘On the forehead of the boy there
is written that he will fall down from a tree when he reaches his twelf
age. If someone hears my prophecy and tells this, he/she will turn into a
stone.” The second Fate Writer said: “‘When the boy reaches his sixteen
age, he will fall down from a horse. If someone hears my prophecy and
tells this, he/she will turn into a stone.” The third Fate Writer said: ‘The
youth will die on his wedding day by a snake’s poison. If someone hears
my prophecy and tells this, he/she will turn into a stone and nothing but
only the water of the sun’s surface can alive him again.’ The sister feared
for her brother greatly and she did not let him go out alone. She tried
to avoid the predestined death of her brother. First she let the fir tree
cut. Then she asked her father to kill the horse. The father fulfilled her
strange wish. On the wedding day of her brother, she threw the clothes
in a fire and everyone saw the snakes in the clothes. The brother forced
her to explain why she knew everything. The sister told him about the
Fate Writers and when she finished telling, she turned into a stone. To
rescue her, the brother went to search the kingdom of the sun. He met a
deer in a field. The deer’s horns were raised up to the heaven. The broth-
er climbed on the horns and reached the kingdom of the sun where he
was welcomed by the sun’s mother. She was impressed by the story that
the young man told her. When the sun returned home, his mother asked
him to help the young man. The sun gave him the water of rejuvenation
for the self-sacrificed sister.

ATUDb16 Faithful John. A Prince wants to marry a beautiful princess
from a distant land because he heard her name, saw her picture, or saw
her in a dream. A faithful servant (or adoptive brother) helps him in
this pursuit. The servant poses as a merchant and traps the princess on
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a ship, or he enters her room by hiding in a statue of an animal. The
princes sis kidnapped or goes voluntarily. On the way back, the helper
overhears creatures prophesy the future. They say that certain dangers
that threaten the bridal coulple can be averted by particular actions, but
also that anyone who reveals this will be turned to stone. The dangers
are a horse, that will run away with the bridegroom, poisoned food, and
dragon, who will kill the bridegroom on his wedding night. When the
helper acts to avert the dangers, his actions appear excessive and irra-
tional. When he kills the dragon, drops of its blood fall on the bride’s
breast. He removes them. The prince constues this as a sexual attack and
condemns the helper to death. Before the sentence can be carried out, he
justifies himself and is turned to stone step by step. The prince and his
wife mourn the helper. The prince discovers in a dream that he can bring
his friend back to life by sacrificing his own children. He kills them and
rubs the stone man with their blood. The helper is restored to life and he
revives the children.

In Georgian folkloric genres, in realistic tales and in magic tales, the
theme of fate is differently adapted. In realistic tales, the prophecy is ful-
filled, while in magic tales there is possible to escape from it.

Every folktale can be defined as an adventure of the hero, and ev-
ery folktale tells its own adventure through the centuries and spaces.
The study of folktales in context of their historical-cultural background
shows, how the folktales become a medium between the countries and
the peoples.
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