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General description of the dissertation and the importance of the issue

The beginning of the twentieth century in the history of the Georgian nation was marked by great political
shifts: Georgia, which had been under Russian rule for more than a century, regained its political independence on May
26, 1918, thus successfully ending the Georgian nation's long struggle for independence.However, The new state-Soviet
Russia, which was formed on the territory of the former Russian Empire, violated the peace treaty with the Republic of
Georgia on May 7, 1920, and occupied the country in February-March 1921.

On March 17, 1921, the government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia, as well as some of the members
of the Constituent Assembly immigrated to France. The aim of the political emigration was to continue the struggle for
the restoration of Georgia's independence based on the support of European leaders. It required flexible policies, past
experience, international maturity, and maximum training, as Russia would not voluntarily give up a geostrategic state.
Noe Jordania selected Paris for his work. In 1922, the Georgian government purchased the Leuville State with state
funds. The aim of this step, according to Mamia Berishvili and other immigrants, was to turn the land into a shelter for
Georgian refugees and return it to Georgian ownership after the liberation of Georgia. Indeed, many Georgian
immigrants found a shelter in that cozy savannah of Leuville. The hope of returning to their homeland did not fade in
them. Unfortunately, this hope has been dashed for a long time.

On April 9, 1991, on the basis of the Act of May 26, 1918, Georgia regained its independence and the fate of
the Leuville estate was on the agenda. Negotiations for the return of the land to Georgia have been going on for almost
25 years. On September 23, 2016, in the French Republic, an act of transferring Leuville to Georgia was signed on the
territory of the small town of Leuville.Thus the land was returned to its rightful heir, the Georgian people.

Gela Dumbadze, the State Minister for Diaspora Affairs of Georgia, signed the act of handing over the historical land of
45000 square meters to Georgia, located 37 kilometers away from Paris. The signatories to the act from the French side
were the descendants and representatives of the families of members of the government of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia (1918-1921) - Noe Jordania, Noe Ramishvili, Akaki Chkhenkeli, Samson Pirtskhalava, Evgeni Gegechkori.

The event was also attended by two French notaries representing immigrant families and the Georgian state.
Thus, the relevance of this research is determined by the study of these events. The aim of it is to reveal the unknown
facts of the political history of Georgian immigration to France, to study the national treasury, the purchase of the
Leuville estate and the monographic study of the history of its inhabitants. The study focuses on materials preserved in
the Leuville Archives. The archive is currently in Georgia. In this work, Leuville's archival material will be examined in
detail for the first time and brought into the scientific field.

Much has been written about Georgian immigration in France and Leuville history, but this dissertation is
the first attempt to study scientifically the Georgian immigration to France, Leuville chateau and its inhabitants’
unknown details, which are reflected from immigrants personal archives, official and unofficial documents and
protocols, etc. Leuville's archival material, which has been divided into 10 years from the date of purchase of the land
and includes the main official or unofficial documents reflected in the “Foyer Georgienis” Protocols and the records of
the members of the “kartuli Kera” , is almost unexplored. These documents are collected in the Fund 2186 of the
Central Historical Archive of Georgia and include 67 units.

In the working process, we faced many problems, confrontations, sorrows and nostalgia for the
homeland, which worried the people who were forcibly relocated to a foreign land and their families. Therefore, it is
very important to discuss the various issues of the history of the Georgian community in Leuville from 1922 to the
beginning of the 21st century once again.

Many scientists are interested in this issue and the Georgian immigration adventure has been the subject
of research many times, but the proper monographic studies about Leuville estate are not so many in general. The
assumptions made on the subject are sometimes subjective and tendentious, and the assessment of this or that historical
event is contradictory. Therefore, it is very important to reconcile different opinions, to systematize the existing factual
materials, to establish the historical reality through the new documents found in the archival funds.

The main purpose and objectives of the Dissertation

The dissertation aims to analyze in depth and in detail, the domestic and foreign objective reasons that
led to the loss of the independence of the First Republic and turned it into the object of the conquest of Soviet Russia.
To present the main problems of Georgian emigration to France. To study immigrated people’s struggle for the
independence in Paris, the Georgian community and the Chateau Leuville , indigenous relations, the importance of the
Leuville estate, the main aspects of the issue of its return to Georgia, to determine the great patriotic deeds done in the
new and recent history of Georgia.
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Scientific novelty of the Dissertation

The dissertation examines less-known facts about the history of Georgian immigration, which were found in archival
documents. This applies to both the Leuville estate and its inhabitants, as well as the Georgian community in Paris. The
scientific circulation includes Leuville’s archive, that consinsts 67 units.

Theoretical and methodological foundations of Dissertation

The research methods of the paper include the analysis based on archival sources, historical and official
documents, periodical press, scientific research, the study of all the monographic works that are directly or indirectly
related to the topic of Georgian immigration and the Leuville estate. The paper uses historical research and comparison-
analysis methods.

Theoretical value of the Dissertation

The theoretical value of the dissertation lies in the fact that many issues are controversial among scholars
interested in the history of immigration today, and the study and analysis of archival documents is particularly
misjudged about some historical figures or events. We will not be able to understand the most important events in the
history of emigration without new archival materials and we will not be able to make an objective assessment of them
and find their rightful place in the new history of Georgia. The facts discussed in the research, historical events and
processes, the opinions obtained as a result of their generalization will undoubtedly interest the researchers of
immigration field.

Practical value of the Dissertation

All the works on the issue of Georgian immigration have a great practical value, because in the
conditions of the domination of the Soviet totalitarian regime, this topic was taboo and its objective research was almost
impossible. So there are many ambiguous questions in the history of the national independence movement of the
twentieth century that await historians ’research and evaluations. Now that the Harvard and Parisian parts of the
archives of the government of the first democratic republic have been returned to Georgia, there is no limit to the
objective study of the history of Georgian immigration.

The structure and volume of the Dissertation

The dissertation includes an annotation (in Georgian and English), an introduction, five chapters, twenty-
one subsections, a conclusion, the literature used and an appendix. The research is 219 pages long.

The main content of the Dissertation

The introduction briefly presents the main directions and findings in the paper, which are therefore presented in separate
chapters or paragraphs.
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Archival sources and literature

The work is mainly based on archival sources (mainly from the National Archives, the Thilisi State
University library), historical and official documents, printed on the basis of scientific analysis, all the monographic
study of the work, which is directly or indirectly related to the Georgian immigration and Leuville estate topic.
Particular note from the archival material are the findings of a detailed study of the documents of the Leuville Archives
and Mamia and Kristine Berishvili's personal fund. The monographs, articles or memoirs of Guram Sharadze, Gogi
Tskhovrebadze, Elguja Mamukelashvili, Levan Zaza Urushadze, Rusudan Daushvili, Tsitsino Jervalidze and others are
especially important either.

Annotation of chapters

Chapter 1. Georgia in the political context of the great countries of the world

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the world has witnessed many great and tragic historical
events, and Georgia, in various forms, has been involved in international political games, which have involved major
countries in the fight for redistribution and influence in the world. This period was marked by globally difficult events.
And Georgia, as an integral part of the Russian Empire, was also actively involved in the political interests of
neighboring or European countries. The revolutions of February and October 1917 created a completely different reality
in the Caucasus. Georgia declared independence on May 26, 1918, but its existence did not last long. Soviet Russia first
recognized Georgia's political independence under the Treaty of May 7, 1920, and in a short time, in February-March
1921, occupied and annexed the country.

The government of the Democratic Republic, so that its main legislature did not abolish the right-of-way,
immigrated to France to continue the struggle there to regain the lost freedom. This struggle mainly involved informing
the leading European states and socialist organizations about the injustice that had taken place in Georgia annexed by
Soviet Russia.

The immigrated government has made every effort to bring the issue of Georgia to the forefront of the
world's attention, but in vain. The fate of our country has been determined by the most difficult political events of the
twentieth century. Europe, devastated with World War I, was more interested in the Russian market than Georgia,
which had been conquered and occupied by a large country, so it could do nothing but make loud statements.

Chapter I1. It is the odyssey of the National Treasury and the State Archives of
the Democratic Republic of Georgia

2.1 About the adventure of the Georgian national treasure.
2.2 Adventures of the National Archives in Paris and Harvard
2.3 Transferring of Mamia and Kristine Berishvili's archive to Tbilisi State University

The national government took away Georgia's national treasure in immigration. Ekvtime Takaishvili, the
deputy chairman of the Constituent Assembly, was the bodyguard of it and has never once neglected the treasure during
his stay in France. Despite living in a crisis in immigration, he defended and saved the Georgian treasure from various
domestic and wild predators and returned it to its owner, the Georgian people.

Along with the treasure, the archives of the first democratic republic of Georgia, which, after a long stay in
Paris and Harvard, were returned to Georgia only at the end of the twentieth century, became a long odyssey. This was
a very important fact, because bringing the archive to the homeland made it possible to study and thus write a new page
in the new history of Georgia.

Mamia and Kristine Berishvili's personal fund, which was donated to the Thilisi State University Library in
2015 by their son Tier Berishvili, has an honorable place next to the Parisian and Harvard parts of the archive.
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Chapter I11. Georgian emigration to France

3.1 Leuville -monument of free Georgia

3.2 Purchase of Leuville estate

3.3 Polish and English Debt

3.4 The history of governance of Leuville estate

3.5 The charter and internal regulations of the Leuville estate

3.6 From the history of the establishment of the Georgian Career Association

3.7 For the issue of the relationship between Society and “Kera” Association

3.8 Leuville Center and the Georgian community of France For a relationship issue
3.9 Problems of Leuville estat

3.10 Caregivers of the Leuville estate

Upon his arrival in France, the Georgian National Government needed shelter, for which he bought the
Leuville Chateau on June 24, 1922, near Paris. Leuville 's estate became a springboard for Georgia's struggle for
independence and a small Georgia for homeless Georgians in France.

In order to preserve the land, it was necessary to give for it a legal face. At first, Leuville was originally signed
as private property for two men, and then the founding fathers on April 30, 1928, found a new system for managing the
land - they made a will, the main idea of which was that the Leuville estate was bought with the money of the Georgian
government and therefore it was the property of the Georgian people.

Land management was organized on a parity basis. It was signed for 7 persons, which represented three
parties: Social Democrats, National Democrats and Socialist Federalists.

During the existence of the estate, the emigrants had asked repeatedly what funds were the land had been
purchased for. Moreover, it was especially important for the Soviet special services to spread such false information as
if the emigrant government sold the treasure and with that money bought leuville.Figured as well the so-called option of
buying land with "Polish debt".

All the documents we have studied emphasize that the Leuville estate was bought with Georgia’s money and
therefore only Georgia is its legal owner.

It is clear from the analysis of the archival material, that the Georgian land had a well-organized governance
structure. It was governed by two bodies: The "society” of the owners, which was created as soon as the land was
bought and “kartuli Kera” Association”, it should be noted that Senator Marius Mutes, a great friend and patron of the
Georgian people, played a great role in its establishment and transformation of the estate into a charitable institution.

The charter and internal regulations of the Kerry Association have become a kind of constitution for the
residents of Leuville Chateau, which regulated all spheres of land life and its inhabitants —shelter’s lifestyle.

The Leuville rule model created by Marius Mutes was the most optimal and suitable for that situation, because
if the land was registered as private property, it would have to pay state taxes, which was pretty solid. This would lead
to its bankruptcy and its ownership would pass into the hands of the state. According to Marius Mutes' plan, Leuville
was established as a charity institution, so it would pay less to the state. Also, the Soviet Union could not touch it
either, who tried to seize it in his hands.

Thus, the existing governance of the land was the basis for its maintenance. Therefore The fate of Leuville and
its inhabitants in general was addicted of orderly work of on Society as Leuville's legal guarantor and on the “kartuli
Kera” Association as the physical caregiver of the estate. As the study of archival documents shows, the relationship
between them has not always been smooth and agreed.

Leuville's estate has always been the focus of Georgian emigration to France. He always tried to interfere in the
life of the estate, which created a cascade of problems between the Leville hearth and the Georgian community in
France and formed the basis of a tense relationship. The cause of the conflict was manifested in various ways and
mostly intersected in the struggle for the right to live on the Leuville estate.

Throughout its existence, the Georgian land has had to overcome many problems, between them the main
thing was the difficult material situation and hardship. Of course, this was reflected in his alertness and it was heading
lots of uncomfortable facts. Residents even without these problems already have many plagues manifested and were
morally devastated.

The Leuville estate was most in needed frequent rehabilitation, which was associated with large sums of
money, which it never possessed. The Georgian Kerry was constantly looking for a sponsor and often turned to various
organizations for help. And sometimes, in the time of hardship, “Godly people” would appear. Mostly from immigrants
who took to heart the plight of the Levites and helped them unselfishly. Such warmth and standing next to each other
saved Georgia throughout its existence.
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Chapter V. Immigrants life

4.1 Leuville dwellers

4.2 Controversy among immigrants according to Leuville archival documents
4.3 Episodes of Emigrant Life According to Leuville Documents

4.4 Georgian Pantheon of Leuville

Upon purchase the first inhabitants in the estate chateau were Ekvtime Takaishvili, Karlo Chkheidze,
Konstantine Kandelaki, Grigol Veshapel, Batonini Leprani, Valodia Goguadze, Rajden Arsenidze, Giorgi Eradze,
Archil Araviashvili and others. Homeland Lost immigrants must adapt to a completely new homeland and unfamiliar
conditions. For some of them, it turned out to be almost impossible. For example, for Karlo Chkheidze, who committed
suicide in 1926, and for others, necessity, that it was inevitable to continue the struggle for the liberation of the country,
turned out to be an incentive to adapt to a new life and they spread all the love of the homeland to the land of Leuville,
where they created Little Georgia in France. Right after that Leuville became the main headquarters of the struggle for
Georgia's independence.

However, there was no constant benevolent attitude among the residents of Leuville. Archival material study
shows that a difficult, sometimes hateful relationship was formed between the tenants, which were based on such
problematic issues as legacy of the Leuville estate, gaining the right to live there, inaccessibility of everyone to the
archives of the Government of Georgia and many other reasons. It created and strengthened this conflict as unbearable
living conditions and nostalgia for the homeland, as well the overt or covert activities of the Soviet special services,
whose direct goal was to sow discord in emigration and to destroy them.

But the history of emigration is also full of amazing examples of mutual support and love, whose characters are
often people unknown to history. Only the study of archival material shed light on the good deeds of such a prominent
figure in emigration as Levan Zurabishvili. Only from scattered news in archival letters we found out his courageous
and brotherly actions, which he did not do to receive praise from anyone, But the most important thing for him was the
greatest Christian commandment, ,, love your precious ones* and devotion to this commandment was the essence of his
whole life.

For immigrants, sheltered in a foreign country, The biggest shout was the scream of the land and boundless
miss of Homeland. They fought, worked, wrote for Georgia, the nostalgia of the homeland shone in every line they
wrote, in the poem, in a publication or scientific paper, but the refugees probably could not have imagined even the
most horrible dream, that their own homeland would remain a longing for them and Leuville Georgian Pantheon would
become their final resting place instead of native land. The inscription on the tomb of Koki Dadiani in Leuville says it
all- "Even the bones think about Georgia" and here any comments are superfluous.

Chapter V. The problem of transferring Leville to Georgia

5.1 Prerequisites for transferring the Leuville estate to Georgia

5.2 Transfer of Leuville estate to Georgia

5.3 Historical and cultural Georgian-French memorial center - Leuville's Georgian academy
of the first republic of Georgia today

5.4 The importance of handing over the Leuville estate to Georgia

From the day of the purchase of the land, Leuville belonged to the Georgian people. This was emphasized in
all its official or unofficial documents. As soon as Georgia would regained its independence, Leuville's Georgian estate
must have been returned to its owner, Georgia. However, the founding fathers of Leuville developed certain conditions,
how and on what basis this remarkable act would be carried out.

And preparations for that have begun even before the declaration of independence of our country, whose
central figure was Professor Guram Sharadze. His tireless work with immigrants made possible to start of return
activities of Georgian land of Leuville for Georgia. Negotiations have entered an active phase after the restoration of the
country's independence. The Georgian state has developed a project, in which all the events were described in detail
about the rehabilitation of the Leuville estate and its transformation into a scientific and cultural institution.

On September 23, 2016 in the small town of Leuville took place The most important historical act in the
recent history of our country - After many years of negotiations The land of Leuville was returned to its owner -
Georgia, Thus, the long-term dream of Georgian immigrants came true.

Resolution document provided by Mr. Gocha Javakhishvili, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Georgia to France we have received detailed information about the restoration and rehabilitation works planned by the
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Georgian side in the Leuville estate, by the implementation of which the Leuville estate will be turned into a memorial
center of the Georgian-French culture of the historical heritage of the First Republic of Georgia.

Conclusion

At the end of the dissertation in the presented conclusion there is a review of these issues and news, which are
voiced in the paper.

After the two revolutions in Russia on May 26, 1918, our country gained independence. But its existence did
not last long, Soviet Russia reoccupied it in February-March 1921 and the government of the first democratic republic
was forced to emigrate in France. The aim of the emigration was to inform the leading European countries and socialist
societies about the tragic events in Georgia and to bring back the freedom they had lost.

The emigrant government needed shelter, which is why it bought a Leuville Chateau near Paris, which became
the headquarters of the liberation struggle and Little Georgia in France. Immigrants hoped that under pressure from
world powers, Soviet Russia would take over its hand from annexed country, and Georgia would regain political
independence. But hope remained hopeful. Europe affected by World War | was more interested in the Russian market
and the restoration of normal relations with it, than the freedom of a small country, because of this, every event of the
national government, which was aimed at getting Georgia to the center of the world's attention turned out to be in vain.

In the cozy savannah of Leuville, many Georgians found shelter and their dream of ever returning to their
beloved homeland was disappointed, and for many of them the final destination was the cemetery of the Georgians in
Leuville, or another French cemeteries

In all the documents signed at the time of purchase or after the purchase of the Leville estate, the
representatives of the national government voiced the fact that the estate was bought with the money of the government
and was the property of the Georgian people. As soon as Georgia would regained its political independence, Leuville
estate would return to Georgia.

After really long negotiations, overcoming various obstacles, on September 23, 2016, in the solemn situation,
the Leuville estate was transferred to the ownership of Georgia. This was a very important historical event. First of all,
the long-held dream of the Georgian people has been fulfilled: the land has been returned to Georgia, second, this fact
has elevated Georgia's international prestige, third, the great patriotism and devotion of Georgian emigrants to Georgia
was once again emphasized. From the beginning, Leuville was the property of Georgia, but due to the historical
misfortune of that time, it was signed as private property so that Soviet Russia would not fall into its hands. Its actual
owners have always emphasized that Leuville belonged to Georgia, although no one was obliged to do so, except for
their own responsibility to the country and the nation and as soon as the issue of real return of the land to Georgia came
up on the agenda, none of the descendants of the emigrants shook hands to sign the agreement.

After the transfer of Leuville, a plan was made for its further use. Numerous opinions were on the agenda: It
will be important to use its scientific purpose to establish the Georgian-French Academy of Sciences, to organize the
Georgian-French Cultural Center, which will work in all directions in the creative field, to locate museums, exhibition,
educational, library and other spaces.

Thus, the Leuville estate was allegedly purchased by the government as if it were the main por-post in the fight
for Georgia's independence, and the people there thought it was their temporary port, but as it turned out, their final
destination was the eternal resting place of Leuville, or other French cemeteries (Chateau, Per-Lache, Saint-Vin etc.)
Leuville's estate was a small Georgia in France, Georgian island for homeless immigrants and so its history is
organically linked to the history of our homeland.
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