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Tinatin Ghudushauri

From the History of Anthropological doctrines (Social Anthropology: Research
field and development trends)

Broadly, Social/Cultural Anthropology is one of the areas of Philosophic
Anthropology - a study about the essence of human nature. In the narrow sense, it is
oriented to study a human being as the creator and carrier of culture (including
social culture). It considers the relationship between a human and culture; the
changes in the essence of a human from the point of view of historical influences of
cultures. The evolution of the discipline covers a number of stages, resulted in the
changes in fundamental methodological approaches and in the establishment of
methodological pluralism at the end of the 20th century. Discussion around
cognitive status of Social Anthropology took place for a long time, and attitudes
were different, but today one of the most widely accepted views that the social /
cultural anthropology is a science, in which the people are studied in natural and
artificial environment of the interaction based on the analysis of the causes, factors
and mechanisms, which create necessary prerequisites preserves and changes
human-made artifacts. It has its own cognitive objectives and the research subject;
therefore, it differs from other social sciences, primarily sociology, considering the
cultural systems to be produced from the social system. Social anthropology
considers social systems to be the part of the culture in broader concept.
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0539301 QBOES”,  “VsdmMMo  Lobegmao”,  “pmambs s  dobo
SLo3MdMm030  Xax0”,  “LgduwysEMo  WO®POIOD™MIJIOL  ToMgdwEo
RMOIJO0”, “©s0m30090gds  30MHM369d0Ls©I0”, “(39330L  MIMEO”,
“BodmmEo  BEGomgbol Fmdbg bggbo 39oaMmA0MMm0  3OMdEXYIgd0”,
MmO 0DMHY00s6 sboen 230695d0: “o00MmgMaro bogdsfzowm sBMHE.”,
“Bocaxobm 3bmgMgds”, “©s3d30L Lsdys®mm”, “sbMEs s sHBOM3BYdS”,
“BeEoswm®o  gLodmemyoolsdo gmbmemmyowm®o doymds”, domob

! 0565609 900l MbBWgdsms 3g@-Ho3gds© OO BOdLOMAMIR0s 0b. Gordon,
1976.
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3603oBHoM  bogbgddo - s3s89ddo  Lglols s  3H9a39emedgbEoL
Lo30mbgdo, *3bM3MYOs Isdo”, * gMHMdE030 IOHMTs BsbMYsMYd530”,
“053030L  O05@YBS 56535090307, “A93wgbs 56535008 BMOIOMIOS©

»

306m36905b9 5MYMe 05393Mmd5d0”, “BOMEHermgsbgdol dowfgzs o

» o«

603bmds 5653599 4mambgdd0”, “s65358ms 0©Yso s olobo 3063
0bM9ds doligob” s bbgs IMsg3semo. 8g3bogemol Lsdgsbogdm 0bdgMgligdol
b3gOMIo dmgdas oMo MYBsBH03d3, MMBgEdss, 939, BoYMzgW O™
5005605 IM03M3d. Sgmos, 359mdOl 3MEO 55305680 - LMmEsOHO

39003bs3H39wMds, 3MNWGHMEGS s 39933000609Mds,  MoMdsMS  FMOL
3m68woghgdo, “[odlywo:  3mbAB0FNOIGHONWO IGO0 ©d
396500 (36Mmd00 Fobs3Mmgd0”, “Mbsdgmmzqmds: 3mbroAMMHIE0EO
3M0GHYOJO0 s 653bmdo Msbs@mmgdo”, bwogho sGIMLBIOH™M ©s
d93bog®ads  93mEME0sHYy.  93Mgm3g,  FoMgedmgd  dool  dogh
Lod93bogem dodmdigzsdo 99dmz0@s BmyogMmo 36905 s GHgMdobo.
3535W0ms, (3690900 3MWEGHWOIS  AoBLBZEz9d0L  Fglobgd, Looa
053339000 Logargds bgds, doM0mo@I, BOIMMIMO 25TMEPOGO0m -
M3™@bol  dgmzswymmgmdood (Learning Cultures) ©o 3Me@w®gdo,
Loo@ 85393m5 5BOI-LHogeolomzol sGBYdMBL b3gE0sw0BYdMEO
0bbEoGMGgd0 (Teaching Culture), 53, BoJG0MM©, LE30SWODIFO0LS
@5 06379 O300L 3690smo 4500%365L53 29olbdmdl (ob. Mead,
1963: 184-188). 30639w0 603653l LMEFO0SEME SOBOPIL, bmem Tgmey
LHo3eqdol  olgo  ®gome  3MmEgLl,  OHmamOLss 3930530396
3M0GHMOH9dd0 g3 spowo (Kon, 1988: 400). o 1949 fiewolsmgol
35656M9@¢ 00> sfgms foabo s Mogo gbwgPmwo 3OHMdWIg-
d0L5©A0, 2obLS3MPNMYB0M Joobs S 3530L MHMEgdoLsdo doderzbowo
399m33w935, 339  1950-0560  fergdosb Aol Lodggbogem
9993300690530 godmBbs bogombosMo boliosmols s gMmgbmwo
RLOJMEMAo0LsEdo  (Fooeoms, ob. Mead, 1953), 396H03woO
13E0OLY O PobsMEgdOLsdo (Mead, 1951), 399EGHMOHOL JG3MEEOOLS
(Mead,  1964) >  Uodbopey®o  J3a3ob 30@GUO0wo
©9AH9MF0bsbEgd0Lsdo (Mead, 1961) dodmgbowo Bsdwdgzmado, sg39,
BDOM3MMP00L  oLBEGHMM0, LBOWIE, FOMOMOPIW,  29IM(39TI0S
dmmbg09d0 s Fgmowgdo 9JbdgoEogdol dglabgd (Mead, 1959; 1976).
0o656M9¢) ool 45dm33e393ds 965 FoMBHM ©O5YH0bs  2obl-
b3539%0Lb  doxbgdo  Lbgoolbgs  bogbol  3Mw@GwGsdo, 5659
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30GHMO0L 450590943930 OO LMoo gobfigmdols s so-
dosbol  J3930L  FMOIoMYd5T0. JOM-9OHMO  LogmMeEgdm  Lozombo,
OMglsg 020 9fywgdm©s 439ws GHodol  LyBMPsEMIdMo3 3Fbma-
690500 04m 05MBMS Mol 20dm{)393900 o JMBRE0JBHIO0, G5
396LsBW3M3s  3BM3MYdOLYME0  (303oLOETO  ETMI0WYINIEGIOL
boboomlog.  oboasH®OIdLs @S  MFOMLL  Momdoms  ImGol
396bgmdogdol  3MMdYIgdby  ©9330603905L 00  3MB3IMYEIs©
dol doge  TguHogerowo  LoHMASEMYdJIOL  Boaserombg  sbbmME0g-
WPPEs.  MoMIMS  F0ToMmMYOJOol 3330l IGmEgldo  3sb
Lodgbogtm d0dmg3g3580 89dmo@sbs sbO™M3mmmaommo  3mbi3g3@o
- 3M9R0xMSE0MN0  3NWEGHOS, 053 §obslfat  Bsdmygswodgdmewo
153909 @O™M  00Joeol  BgbmINBBY  BMIMBOMGOSL  AEolbIMI..
30b6393@0L  sMOLbo  B53039d0Ls O NYBOMLO  MHMdOL oy
3b™3M00LgMwo (30300l A5B339 5©Jdsdo  FEYMISMIMDIDY,
0935 Y39ongmo gl 80DYb-099gamdMHo30  yobrom o
MOHM0YODLH3w 905D 0gm ©rwdbgdmeo.

3565M9@ ool Lodgsbogdm  89933000MgMdsT0  LE3sBHOM  5©-
3OO ©EIL 9330 JLOEIE  3M3YWIGYo  3IbEIOYwo  3OMD-
@wgdgdol, 2obLs3MmMYd0m, 3M0ToGHOM 3MwEGNMHYddo dgbwgMmeo
Gegdol gl 9393s. dg3boghol 3omzgwo fogbo — «Coming of
Age in Samoa» (,,UOMEHE™356900L dofg3zs LsdmMsBy”) dgLELYwgGO
3obs o Lsdgsboghm  iMgqddo  I93bogMl doeng3zg 893306
390mMBgMo  8yMIsMgmds.  Boggwg-gmbma®msgomo  fysmmgdol
Lo®d3gbBg  FoMRoMgd  Gods  dodmgm  Lsdo  139E0BO3EO
3MGHOS: 5603900 (Arapesh), d9bowamdmemol (Mundugumor) o
Bs3dmeol  (Tchambuli). mommgmerds  3MWEHMEOL0  sb3gbs  bo®ob-
bmd®m0350  LEOWMWos  JobLbgszgdMYmo  g9bgPmeo  mby.  gMm
3N0GHMO500  OMAMOE  Jowgdo, olg 8595353900  3oMHImbomws
05655MBgdMdOY6, dgmEgdo - 9gMHMTsbgmdo 0y93bgb obmdgwbo
s 9pMgbomebo,  bmem  gbsdgdo,  dogowoms,  Bsddwerol
30GHMO5d0 - Joegdo ©MIoboMmqdbb s 8595353900 Fo B MBO™
0y3696 ©o8m30009d9bo. 1935 (gl godmlmer Hogbdo ,bdgbo o
&993965996¢H0 Lod  3M0FoE0VIE  LEBMYSMYO530”, FoMRREYE 0O
5QOMgOL  353Plos  LimMgo 58 Bsd  Lo@GmIm  OxAMIBIOMS -
5653999%0L, 96 MAMINMYdOL s BsdMGOOL - 3bM3MIdOL  HqLb.
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3™G° MBO®m 43056 - 1939 fgwl 956 Lsdo fogbo (,,LJgbo o
3H9939615996(30”, ,,bOMWHWM356900L Fowfigzs LsFMSBY” ©s ,,OHMYME
0DMYd056  sboew  23060007)  goosgMHMOsbs @y  9ddbs  geoo
39685DM500009w0  BMmbmaMoxnos. Lo3gwg 33060390930  FoMYIMYEB)
900 LOYMMHMIOM  ©EJOIE09359g F00Yyzsbs. Tb  gMo-9MHDo
30639005 gobobos  Jowls  @d 85953531 Mol s®LgdMEo
AbgogLg0s-9blb353930L  M930LgdMMGIMS  sOLYIOMO  FMEH0Z5(30900
@5 5913365, BT FIBLLDBOZOM 3MWEHMOME 2o6MgdmTo  JoGO
@5 05953537960  bslosmo 96 ogm  gob3omMmdgdmo  dbmermo
%6396 GH™MOO doMmEMmYoOo LblsMdOm.

056256093 FoEOL  2oMOE39WYd0EB oM oly o bbob
990009, OM3S XIO 300093 9O ogm dobgwgdmeo  LsdRMm3056MHM™
3960gmds, s0fggb dolo BsIOMIGOOL GBI Mg30D0s. 09360
SBbOM3MEMoLsm30L  B03zEowl  Lsdggbogmm  3sGogmol  d9Hy39@e
dmogdgl, Foasd oMmsMgE dool 453m33w93900L 0MY303 9OHM-9MHMO
Y39y (3boMg 909300 LHimMgo dolo  QoMo339wgool 9999y
39005Oms, MMIJWoE ©IMY3 BOOTIHOL 3MOGH0IMNWO 3BE03s309000
©50(gm. 00 53dMdS, OMI ToMysgd ool F3EIMO GodEHMdIM030
05Bs ob30MHMdgdMO 0ym 0dom, HMA Tobs Mol bLrIMEs 9ga3oMHOYIew
39090mdo  ©sgdgdbs 3330390 gdsbo  BEMbE  dmslobomgol. 50
93303999 gdol  s®Lo 30 dEYMIsMgMdEs 00500, MHMI  5T0sboL
0996905 2960LsBO3MYds JNWEHMOOD s 0> domrmyoom (Barfield,
1997: 315). LHmOgo 0s6m909@ 0oL MOEOIoMds 3@
(9WdG030LGHMMTs 3mD0E0sd gobsdoMmmds ols, HmI ¥93moL doge 9330l
9390 o5 Aol oge  2obbmM309wgdE 1539 g-9bMYMOROVIE
9939000309030  IM3m39dEo  fysmmgdols LobMLGg, ©vdEs, B3963
380J60Mdm, 6MHmd g 9O  ogm  MIMNowmE  FoMPscyE ool
65O Igd0Lod0  3M0G03Mwo  bHgmds s  gbgdmMmEs  BmYswo©
0MdL0sDYgdL,  BdMOLgms  L3mol  FoMImMIsygbgems  Fgbgv)-
©9090Ls O MIMOMOJOL 3N EHMOSDY. 50 FbM0Zg, OMIMOE 500bodby,
Y39obg MBO@  258m0MBIM©s  93LGMIW0go  bBdBM3MEMo -
©96M93 BM0Igbo, OHMIgedsg 000Jdolb Mo (oo dodwgbs Bodmal
d9LFogasls, bemerm gdglo Fgwo obmz®ms sbogwrgo bsdmodo. Lsdmsby

393609000 Fdboeoll  Lobmmdol 9330l 9390  ©oygbgds 993
R603560L5mM30L  5TMBHZIWO  BOJBHO 0gm @O 0o STOM  (3OWMOES
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©599()30(399065  J3930Ls @O s LmEoswmmo  0bLEBHOGHMGHIOOL 96
MIMOMO 3N GHMOME0, 505390 dOMEIMAOVIO0 39B30MMBGOIMMDS
(Seymour-Smith, 1986: 186). 9093 13M0d96ds 1983 Fgarls, dgdmoamdsby
0530L0 33093900 Fgoxsds oM@ dool d9dmddggdol doMOMO©
513369006 dodoMngdsdo oabdo - ,Margaret Mead and Samoa: The
Making and Unmaking of an Anthropological Myth” o 00 g95300&035
OHMamO3  IgoOMOMEMyomeo, obg 3mb3Mg@mo  bsdggbogm  do-
£939%0L LgggOH™do. M3 BOMOTIHOL Lodms 5©IMBBES doEPsEMBOMS o
3063760963000 50bo3LY, Losg LYJLwYoEEMds FmOL ogm  ™Moz30LvYR-
@wgd0Logob (Freemen, 1983). LfimMg 5956 Fo0ygzsbs sbnGMm3mEmyms
Boffoero 53 80BsOHMMEgd0m  2oTIMMIIMWO  MYMM0JOOL 06303
3935OMM  oLIMLOSLS s  ©3959Y.  d969dM0305, Lsdgbogmm
0699030 M3 B3M0Ig60L 33300000 8960336000 y39sd 56 A50BOIG
@5 50 FbM03 b3gE0sOLGHMS SHOO MM A50Ym. o, OMI FoCMYIMYE)
9035 bsGS LEFMIL 0O LMOMO 093l SOF 93306039309,
doa®o0d 0d, LosE FoMsMgE dol fHbgdbgb Loggerg dMFomdol
G9dbodsl s OHmI 0o 9090536985 oMYAl BoODM
396DMA90gd0Ls396  omddol  g3zgws 99935605 SbOM3Memads
(095¢®0LS  990BH0bYo,  OMdYME 935000, WM Ao bsgo,
OMdIOG 930, dM9gE Mo, wmmgwr 3mEwdlbo, ©EIOMOS 4935M30,
X0OOY 963160, Jnwob  Gghbdmwo,.) vstygm  ©s  d93boghol
©oLOEO39®  M53056m0  3MB0oE0gd0  godmbods.  FoMOWw0s,  ©YMY3
1M9Igbol  3MH0GH03Mo Foabols, Lososg Moyo d960d3bs LygGombBrye
56M27996@90L  9yMEbmdm®s,  Fs0b3  g3zgws  9OHMBASE  50MYOL
3563509@ 80Ol SBMOHM3MMA0MM0 36398330900l 36083369 MBL,
500590560l bmgoserobsgools 35650 dd, 36HMdgdols
d900MOMEMYP0sl. 0530 OMI  ©o35690mm»  OHMmo  dgbgod@ob,
HMO9OG @mmol s Bb3s 3bmdowo 3936096M0L (d9HGHME Goligero,
bg3wm3 9wobo, @alEro v50G0, JEOISOE 9356L-3M0RM©O, 9306
396L3Mm3030, MGH™  JwoobdgMao, xmb 39bogdsbo, xmOx 93969,
HMOIOEG  ©935060,...) ©bsLOSMYISL, FoOEGHM  3MH0GH03MO©  JobHgm-
000  dMHMboLsg Foeobmgzgbzol Fgxzoligds Mo oML, OMIEdss
LUOMEmgsbgdol  Jofigzel  Lsdmsby”  (Mead, 1928) wmfimcos
5009H0wMdOMO  BDOM3MMAo0ol  dG(yobgzowg  domfigzs. MMM
396053mdsdo  oMoMgd  dool  33wg39ddo B350 o0
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©IBMLBGH©S ©d 999903 ©IBNLGHEYDS, BoaEed TJMoz5M0 gl 30
5055, 30535005 0b, MM BoMPoMgd dool doghH 8sbsdg 3Ebmdo
09ommgdol  LogwdzgE by s0aMm 0YSIXMOHO FMEIEo. IMPIEO 30
4m390m30Lb  HMEo 9Bl  ™Md0gdBHWMmO  Mgogmdol bmlE  3m3o-
M9d5b.

XX Bom3mbol 70-0560 §iergdol obslidvyerolomgol dotrotmad
900 9a96@sMmo  30MM3bgds  dobs. 59900308 F9gMHgdMIE
9GBS s Lbgs J399bol Mbogzg®Lo@g@gdls s 3megxgddo 0o
Lo3s@om  boMolbgdol Igwmdgwo oygm. Lb3zsmsdmeol, sl d+9bgdol
obGHMMoolb  sdgMm03Mwo  IMBgmdol  (American Museum of Natural
History), Logsg dolbo LsdgEbogm 3M0gMms Fgys s, Losg Purgdol
396853mdsdo  39domds, ©ALBbMEGMNOME0  3MSGHMMOL  fmgds
d09603%s. d0mbgszs@ 0dobsy, MM FoGmyocmgd dowol dgbgmegdgdl
O3 v oby 00300050 93003H0390bgb dologg Losmabagdo o
39005335900l 999953, 999gdg0s 56 ogmebbdm MAMogwg-
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3mmao0ol 9M0-9000 1oEgbo FoMdmdsagbgwro.
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Nugzar Mgeladze, Manuchar Loria
Anthropological biographies: Margaret Mead

The paper deals with the biography and selected scientific writings,
theories and concepts of the notorious American anthropologist Margaret Mead
that were based on the ethnographic field data gathered by the author in the
traditional periferies and urban settings of the world.

The success of her anthropological studies were greatly contitiond by her
erudition. Besides the psychological, sociological, pedagogical data she widely
used photo and video data, that together with Gregory Beytson made her one of
the founders of visual anthropology.

Despite the fact that Margaret Mead had been often criticised in her life
and also after her death, it is impossible not to agree with the idea shared by the
majority of the scholars that she was one of the eminent representatives of the
20th cenury American anthropology.
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3bege 3myBsmOms s 33309350 360dYdO Lagsmmgzgemls
9glsbgd
FOREIGN TRAVELLERS AND SCHOLLARS ON GEORGIA

Joo93s6 byzodzomo

30496 3MEOoL ImM33[gmds ©s ImabIMOMds MYMJgmls S
Lsgds®mnggermdo

50960390 SbNOM3MMY0  30GJO MO FoMo35¢abMHO3
Lo0bBHIOILM  306HM369ds5. 00 AobWOzm  FOMABIBOMbs0  SBPOHMIM-

WMo, HMIGEbsg dM35Hosbo Lsggamg 490m(30wgds 205B60s
D905 5dBHome SbOM3MEMA0ME 3300935-d09d5L 9Hg3s JbMBEOoML
bbgoolbgs  3mobgdo  (LEAbEOYJ  539MH0300  sFygdmwo  sHoob
Bomgwom). 00 goOm-90m0 03  350mOBgM  33309350m05600,
I sm30L  SbOM3MEmyos dbmermo Lsdg3boghHm olEodwobs
30 565, 56589 (3bM3MYd0LS s SBOHMZBYdOL falos.

30%H96M 3mds 3OMmIBgLowo H3OMbol bsbamdwogo gBbs goo-
565, 00 LHoermds bovy-0m®30L Lomo 3mwgxdo, Losg 1966 §gub
3000 M 85355300l bo®olbo BLoJMmEMyosls s gbmAMLozmemyosdo.
1969-1970 §ergddo Lfogws gobsg®dm 3merwyddool «bogzgdLoGgBLS ©o
60vg-0m® 30l Lomo MboggMbo@g@do SbmMM3MEWMY00l FJodsmmvrg-
d0m. 1969-1970 {ie»gddo 0go 0gm 36md0ro 539600390 SbNMM3MEMyol
oM00M9¢  dool  sLobGIbGHo  3bgdol  oLEMMOOL 53903
d9b9mddo, bov-0mM380, M5353 OO oBM(30Wgds dgldobs. 1973
ol 30396 3mmwEds 3000M SBMOHMIMEMyool dogolG®mol bodolbo
0605651 MbozgMLo@Gg@do. 0o bo39wg 33wg390L SfoMdmgdl 1965
P0sb LsdbeMgor-oliogemgom s (396G E 539603530, 89dbozsdo,
5@05135%Y, BodgGdo s MYMJgodo. bzsslbgs OML 303 Mo
9935Mds §0bMIMB03MMR00L Bo3MEEIB DY Lomo-3meEgxdo, gdsb
3mwgoxdo, oym bowy dgbogml  MbBoggadloGgGol  SbOMIMmEwmyool
d5gdu39geols 3MBYMToL Logobsbscwgdwm 3MHMyMsdgdol oMmgdEmMo,
3009430505 375G MM0 060565l MB03gMOLOEHIGOL SbNOMIMmEMmyool;,
BMEICMOHOLS s oLEGHMMO0L dbgmddo s bbg.
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1985-1997 fiergddo 30@ g6 3mo 0gm Bsb-3msbzolzml 0b@gy-
(oMo 3300939008 390gBMOBOOL 0bLEOGHMEOL SBMBM3MEMYool
B393M0AGIG0L §9300. 2000 Herosb ogo LsbES ®gl bovy dgbozml
06@0gms 3M@GHmol 3mHgmMdol sbnMM3MEMYO0l WsdMOmSGHMMO0L
SLm30M90wo 93309356005, 2008 (erosb 3o 9GOl dgEos-36mgd@ol
»095 B396 Y3960 9Hmo 30300350 OMYJEHMMO.

3ol 939m360L MM Lsdgboghm bsdMmdo s fogbo, doom
dmMolL  49bLo3Mm©mgd0m  (36MmdoEros oo  ,65353m s BHOdYEBHWOO
LogMoMo  Lod®MABY: Lbmeroghgdol §Mg* (Gold, 1994), ,sbmgMgds
A009AHI0  FAHME30900L  Lobmgomgdsdo”  (Gold, 1984) o
L09379OMbg39w0 YTy (Gold, 1987). 30BHgM amerEo 1939
3bmdOos, OHMYMOE  IE0-sdol  BgJuBgdol  godmdigdgero -
“393056003H900L LoBY3s: IEI0 sl rm33900” (Gold, 1995).

JoODMo LEBMYSMYOOLOMZ0L S Bsdg3boghHm Mggdolsmzol
396L53MMMgd0m 8609369 ™m35605  30BHIO MmOl L0BEHIMYLGdS
JoOmmo 37035 MO0 3MEGHWOH0m s 60-0560 Fargdol demerml dob
9096 »OJgmndo gobbmME09wgdwo gmbmy®enomwo 9JudgoEos,
ol 8909303 29bszm b3 Mo 5MEOm-BsbsfgMgdo, BmEHM-
Aobors o MMEMJgool  MHgLl3YBd03sdo  IEbM3MGO0  JoMHN39gEgdOOL
d1b03omo  3ME@GHIOobsdo  dodwgbowro  BsdmMmdo:  “Js@oryero
boeby®o 38035 0MJ1000b - JoMI07I0 BHMOWOEOYIENO MO0
@5 0bLEGHMIIBEGHWo FMB03ZoL SBMEMY0s” (1968).

o6 1968 (gl 0dmaBsmEs  EJgool  MHglddo3sdo
90603160 Jo0r0139wgd0m LbEgdE dmMLol Mgyombdo, 0bgymerol
dbo6gdo. gmbmyMsxg0mo dobos 36 doMomss© bmxygw 3s060gdo /
bgo®ogdo 99360005,  Lmgxgwo  bgoMog  33sx0m0  Jomm3gagdol
bemRgeos,  dob  Lobgwl  M353d06MH©9ds  obgmo 36033690 m3zs60
%03IM900L  IMM35(gMds OHMYMMGO0E 9M05E M Jgmols JsGmggams
WoEYMgdo  sbdgm  Fgwsdzomo s oo MsbsFMIBOY  39BEbY
9o¢94dsdy (2u9x9x 0900, 2011 ob. 5369039 axgx0s60 2014). LmGg,
5. 9953300l momlbmdom bmgge bgo®ogdo  Bsdmygsodgdwyero
JoOmmo boewbm@o LodwgMobs s (39330L sBLEAdEPOL TglitrvegdwEo
60998930 ©sx0JB0MS 03O M.

30396  ameEL d093s Ls3wOEgds 3065  3bMdM©S  5d
5005905690, o096 MIMowm© Bogligko gobmyMosgommwo  sbogms,
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©53300390M©S  Yma3els o 299390090065  Johommemo  (3933900LS
LodPYMHGOOL 53mbEBHMOO BIBFIMId0. ML b MBOZsEIMEO obognsy,
A0 OOMMS 30005090500 YOHBIBOBIGOOL, TIMPYMbODsGOOLs S
3WMBSOBO300L  3BM3gLYdds 09300  JMbMYOMIBOMWO MO0
oLEMEOO05Q 5J30s.

303960  3mEl  dInmbgdbos 03  39MH0m©dogg  gdmybomMs
LodFMms  LoJoMmM39wMmo O 9453 399390093065 BMEM, 30IM
3000 B65{gMgd0. G55 9339 obEHMO0o 360d369wMdOL [gsHmgds
0J39.

©MEOM™bS 30HD0M05d S 30GHJM MWETs godMmdg399bgl LGB0
“5006560”, dobgoe Bogmzsbol “Goxsdzmeo 5306560”-do (mdogrolo,
obv) 350mI399mds, 1947) dmEgdmero  GgduBol dobggzom. gl 6
33960560  BHgdudo Fgwos 3.4merEol  IMWwEGHodgEMe 653609000
(Amirani, translated by Kiziria D. Gold P. translation of the text appeared in
Chikovani M. Midzachvuli Amirani, TSU press, 1947).

3. Mol bsdMmmdo  “dommero  Lemywol  dMLbogsweo
3M@GHMOS” (1968) oMol dobo FmABsOMdOL Fggao. gu SGol 287
33960560 36E3gwo bsdMM™mdo, MM eos dmoEsgl: Tglogswl s ™ozl
Lobgefimgdom - “do@omeo bosewbwydo dMLogol gmbmyMogormwo
51399AH900”. 930L FbM03 FgLsgzseoEs s BH9JuBHOL doMoMso boffocog
©OYMBO0s 653390905¢.

dglbogoero ofjygds dgodg 9Ju3mOLbom  JsGmzgwms gmbozm®o
3065md0l s [omBMTogemdol dglobgd, obbowrmos  JsGmggarms
9000530 Md0L M9M5dMLB0SB-JoONEMLosbms 39O, 15939 . Wsbyol
AmbsBYd900. 9909y IME8MW0s 3ME0GH03MO0 oLEGHMMO0L dm3Eng
dodmborgs. 3. Mo sblighgdl gaMolol Lsdgxmb, LodsGmzgwml
3°JO0LGH056gd0L  OLEBHMMOL,  Logdo®mzgemli 3590056900,  MmJOHML
bobols - 058560l, 3000 505396900l 93mggdl,  3oBHMMbYIMH
LoLEBYISL.  dMWML, Boblgbgdos  GMLgOL  0d39M00L  saEMLOS
Bodo®m39eml adgmmds, sbg3g LoJoOmMzgml golisdFmgds (Gold, 1968,
1-15).

3. 3o HgMb, O™ sFoMgEms bsfowo 0d39MHomwo HMLEo
305Om™M39mdol  FbOH0EIL  96E0bs30MbsMHO  BMIGOOL  Jo@SMgdOL
3990 0d9wgdmwo  d9oddbs  2oslisbergdmogm  mdJgmdo, ds30
D30l sImbsgwgm MIMHdgomol 3GM30630580 s dYOLOL Gsombol
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9d053Mmgddo ILEZgm M)MJgodo. 00 50b0dbogl, ™I LfimGgw s
900365635 Jodmdogegdo 56056 Lmg.  3s0M09L  I3brmzMgdbo,
O0Igems  3MB0ZOWMOHO  3NGHMMSESS obbowrmwo dol 653G ™Ido
(Gold 1968, 7).

319b035MO 3NXEGHNIOOL OLBEAHMOOSL 3. MO JugbmzMbEIL
9096 3mbobozqgdol smfigMmoom 0fygdl, Looz Boblgbgdos, dsmo Lodwgms
s (39330 (Gold 1968, 8). 8999y dm3gsgl 30@9HJO0 35bMIBH0 doEHMboT-
30l BsdOMA0B, LEMdOMBL Yggbmdolimsb, Lobomdslmsb s d3by-
0®md0L “JMHobBH0sBMwo LobzMgEMwo 3MWEHIdOL” YL gdM6
5393306090  dMLo3gsbg (Gold 1968, 9). wo@mdyomwo d9lozol
396b0o30Lsl LodOMBL Mo bobdomguby, omsby @d935MLS s
dogdogen ImM930bHY, 3obobowsgl d9MHIbMEr OIS s JoBroe
3M535¢bd0sb dmlogsl (Gold 1968, 9), Logtm FMLoZsL (IMSZ5W5F0YMHO)
(Gold 1968, 11), Jogodme dmlogsls, LomdMHMBL 5MLOZEIE S Ml
2939690%9 (Gold 1968, 13).

Bod®m™ddo  sfgMowos  Johmmwo  dMLosMo  Lo3Me3900
(@96 3930, bmobsMO, Lo STMMO, berOMEME ™, 91-bEHZ0M0, GwErwydo,
Fm16060, Fosbmemo, BsbM®mo, BmbymMo, Bsbyo, MM30, BMGMbs s
©Mo) (Gold 1968, 17-42), 3m390we0s domo 3arslogozsaos, Ggduddo
Bo®05 LEbMEH™ BbHgM9gdO.

Bs0BBIOGLMS, GMI 3. AMWEO  JIONNMWO B IXMOIEO
dsLool 0g30m, oAl obobowrsgl, HMyMOmE 0OMBMBL. ogo HoM,
O™ BoODo0s,  JoMomen  IMLOZOME  IMWEGHMOSTo 96 (36mdYb
0©0MmBMBYBOL  5MLYIMOLL, FogMsd GHodo, dobo sBGom, dsobi bIol
0o8gddbol 53 3539aME0sL 8093736905 BMb30mbocmo o
LEAHOMIGHMIOMO Fobsbosmgdengdom (Gold 1968, 45-46).

3. 3mEL IME9dmwo 543l Lobm@m BsbsfgMgdo s gdgao
LodEYMHgdOL  BHgJuGgdo: Fgbs TggYMsdob, EFoEEbsmgms, UBs(39335M,
093990l LodPYMs, LoIVYMS MOFsDBY, JoOMEO, o000, MISWO
©93m0E0, 3By dobom, 3Fggem, b9 dobs s 3B doMgms s bbg.
(Gold 1968, 46-77)

B3O Mol Igmeg bsfordo - “JsHogero boewbydo dmlozol goo-
Brg®ox0Mmo s139dGHJo0”, YMMOPYds odsbgzowgdos bdols dfoc-

dmgdger  md09JBHgdvY; LodWIMHOL  GH9JuEBIOBY. LodVYHOL  FHgduBHgdo
3LOGBOE0MGIMWos  OHMYMOE  Lobmdodm, TOHMIoL,  MHgoyoIMO,
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oLbGHMOOMWo, 93032900, 3295 153m699d0L 9303ME0, 39@gOHMUgJLms-
WMOO  MOH00YOHNMIJOOL  5dLob3gwo,  5sdosbols  IYMTsMgMdOL
50dhgM0, 053656900, LNBOMEIdO ©s 39335606 LEYFsGBoL30bI-
WMOSLMD 53938060930, s BO3Z3OWMID  ©H353806M9dO
LodEgGgdo (Gold 1968, 55-168). 3. gmEL dmod3l  LodwgMHgdol
A9963H900 @ AR JGeMBL 501 G0bssMLBY, HOEHAVS s 539000 [iymdsByY.
doe0sb LsobEHgMglms 3. gmerol by gemds dMbogol godmyq-
6900l @omdsbY. 93 653390 JIBMAMGOMEo IMbS(3999d05 ©odm{dy-
oo Bsdg3609H™M oG MmOl dobgzom (Gold 1968, 169-225).
WH35615305 JoOMNZIS MHYE0g0IOHMIOL LOBEIMYEHWWMdIBY s dMFo-
Bowos 0mGamdol, 390035Mm30L 50bodzbol Fogow0mgdo, BodsMm3g-
@l 30005690l Tsbogms (Gold 1968, 169-175). doMoms fgshmo 3.
30 049690l 5¢0gdLobMg aMoameosl 1939 Hgwl gowsgwaosdo,

39bLogs600L 1bogzgMLoGYBH30 I3 OLYIOEGEHEOL “B3gwaErgdgdo
@5 BodsMmoEro LodoMmzgerml dmosbgmdo” (Grigolia Alexander, Custom

and Justice in the Georgian Highlands), Jo®omggwo dxbozmbols o
b9wm3b9gd50md3mEbols  Foengs  sLsbodzoeol  bsdOMAL  Johomero
boeb®o 139335 dMLogol Tgbobgd (Hapoaunas TaHieBambHas My3blKa, B
c0.: I'pysuHckas My3blkalbHas KyabTypa, M., 1957, c. 65-83) o .
3560060L  36mdgOL  Lgabgomol  gmaxol,  L3sbMMo  w9gagbwgdol,
LoAEYMYOOLS S BEH3MYOOL Fglobgd (CO0pHUK MaTEpUaIOB Ul ONUCAHUS
MmectHoctell U mwiemeH Kaskaza (CMOMIK), Beimyck 10. 1890, ag. 69-87;
241-252; 1-11). 3. 20U JoOomwe doboslmsb ghmo  dIm3ysgL
5x3bBHNO0 Lol ©d bIoMSE 3505 gdls M35l boBl (Gold 1968,
190, 198...).

65930 Ws35615305 IMLozol 860dzbywrmdsHy ymzgmwmome
3b™M3MdsLs o 1ogdoobmdsdo, LodMgMdoL  3H9dBgomsb  ghmo
©53mfdgdmeos  gobmyMogomwo  doloersg  LogmEbwol  (303wmsb
(50500905, Jr®fobgds, 390335 Yds), 83OBIMBLMB, Lsdgm©bgm
15d3056MBdLMSE (Foffomdmgdggds, bsEOMMBY), BmybomEOMdILMD, 1o3-
bgO™ Bogddglimsb, FoMHMMBOLMB (bLogdgonm, LEMOEGHMWoO, bbgsEslibgs)
©5353006090o  BLOIWIMHGOO S FoMO  3MOJGHOIMWO  EIGHIZOOMIo.
39039 35610305830 9336905 IMB03oL J0dsMmGdL Ldgliomsb. 3. ymero
50b03653L, HMI MH90MbsEMEmO 19d3EGHWMGOOL FM635¢739MHM369d0L
300 53 Lygombby  AobToBMYsgdgwo  ©ob3zbol 25390090
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3999degdgeos s 0dmf{idgdl IM35BOM36 dmbo3gdgdl Lbgsslbgs
3mobol dobgzom, 53sLmsb, 99Mbmds JsGmzgwo dMLozoldgmby,
BMEICMmOOLmOL  yMoame  Abo3zgzsdol  3eelbogozeEosl  Lmerm s
X299700 g meErgdol  Momdaby ([peBHerpysvHckaa My3blkanbHas
KynbTypa. (1957). B cbopHuke: LUynykmale, AHTOH (r. pea.).
py3svHCcKkaa  Mmy3blkanbHas  kynbeTypa. (ctp.  7-20). Mocksa:
"locypapcTBeHHOE MYy3blKanbHOE U34aTesibCTBO).

g4o9650Loegdos dgbmomg 30l dobss®lo, MmIgwoi IMLbogol
2996430996 ©5GHI0MMZL 5565w0HGIL. 3. Mo 2obobowsgl 9999
39000b39390L:  IMLO3s  OHMYMOE  9gdmEogdol  godmbo@zs, BoDB03MGO
3sLbo, MgE0yx0MMHo MoGEIobmzol d60d369cmdol dodboFgdgwro,
bmE0sE bm®mIgOLs s XaIBoL Jombbg Hgdmddggdol Lsdrswgds,
LoBMYMYOOL 0bBHIRMSE00L Bodw)oEqds s dMEMU, 303, MMPMO;
3963MH3Md0mMdOLS s LaBMsEMIOL LEOdOEMOMBOL Goj@mmo (Gold
1968, 227-239).

50 6596OHMAL 056 gO»M30L b0, HMIJEoE FMoEs3L BMYS®
0683mMA5300L  LodoOmzggermbg ©s ol Im3zerg  gobmamegoryen
903mbogsl. 5g 296boros BodsGmzggarml Tgbobgd LEBHMEdMbOLS
56500 39ROl sHOD KGOS g gElobol 36mdgd0, S1939 93O M3gEo
933™M900L (. Wsbyo, d. 2o039M0, 5. 390396OLO, 5. 39A9d30¢00) dmbs-
399900. gb Bsffoero 0domsg 9ol LsobEHgMglm, MmA dsldo dmEgdmeEos
1956 farob LEsGOLEGH03MOO dMmbs3zg9gd0 ©IIMAMSBOVIENO F0M5MGOOL
@5 BoBMPOEMYIM030  A9MMmoxz00lL  dglobgd  (Gold 1968, 240-254).
@©OMWML, 6590 06 gMm30L BMEIWMOHMWO ©s FNLOISW MO
09ommgdol,  B0dwomyMox00l, 193  bBmaswo  fysmmgdol:  gobm-
3mb03MWMY0ME0, BOOMIMEMPONOHO s oLGHMMOMWo [gommgdol
Bodmbomgsro.

906myM5530wo d0dmbowgs LOWEYds 6533900000 MYHJgomols
o600 Lemgwol 3500096 (bgo®ogl) dglobgd PObOMBOm. 3. MO
50603bsgl, G™A dobo “30MH39e9@0 0BBMEOT>300L Fgostm 560l Leygwo
350609, d7OLLL MYuombdo, MMHJgmdo, 350609 dmbobegmds glss
dmLberodo  5FoOHgdol  Fodmdogergdo, MMIgddsz  LoJoOmzgwrm
©o@™39L 1877-1878 argdol G»ligom-0mmdgomols mdols 999gy. Mo
5 oym Lodd30g @5 0B 3IMOLEGHMWO  OHMLYNO  5BHIMYOOS
9b6GH0bs3oMboerme  ©mbolidogdgdls.  9FoMgdds  oBH™MZgL  e3056m0
AIO0GHMOM05 O 25053000096 8530 B30l S0IMLE3Egm LobsdoMmmgdby
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@5 35035MH0EMml BE30L LodbMYm LsbsdoMHMgdby, mM039 GHYOHOGHMM0s
30853 MH0 335¢LOBOOLOM 335300 oo Fdmdome dbotgl” (Gold
1968, 253-255). 3. 3ol dobg300m 3500096 LobmBwm mgdo bymo
bLOREOLYDb Fgygdms, GMIMGdoE JOHMTbIOLYD domgdom oym
3990gMmzBoo. M0mMmg 303l 3dmbos MmOLIMMYosbo Lsbero,
LodgObgm Boggdmdgdo s Lodofsmdmddgm 6533900. dsmo boog-
Lo®o 353006900 Ls3dom© IF0OMs, 039 MMAMOE DMPSI© JoM-
399ddo. bLegeol dgbmg®gdwqdl dFomm Lm30swwHo 3530060930
3986050 9OAobgmmb s LobmBwm  F936099900 OO Ol
050593L o0 3bM36Mgd580 (Gold 1968, 254). 3. 3mww o sbligbgdl s3dgm
995330, GMAMEME dol IbOMdJEL, GMIwolysbsg dgodym, GmI
o600 B 3wmeo: BLodgHgdo, BLs3MHYo0, BIOMMPS RsOMWWO
bLmyEol 3bmgmgdsdo, Lmgwol Isbmzgdwgdo JsGomws® d93Y39-
9096 s 853339005 FbMMP JoOHPMEO 03056 Loligmem sby3599
(Gold 1968, 255). gbs 36mdgd0 3609369cm35605 LemRwol 0dEMHMOobrgwo
g4ogzolb  50agbolmzol s dobo  49b30m56M9d0L  ©obsdozol  LoB-
39690ws, 2obLy3MmM©gd0m 080GH™I, GMI 53 LeGBIEL 3538060 Jds
06O Jgool  Jodmzgwms  gmbozm®o  0©bG™MdOL  godarogegdols
0339ligdo.

990090  Bsdmmdo 3. gmwds 1972 (gl dowgdegbs
Lodo®mmM39 ML FMLO3sEH  JMewEwesl (Musical Culture of Georgia,
Transcaucasia). 53 b5dMmdol FoboboEyzsmdsdo 0go Fgob: “0sbsdgptdmay
LodoMmM39W ML LsdFMms MHJLB3MBE03s FMZ5ERIMM3s60 FMlozswEO
30GHMOOL FoBo6M9dIE0s, d390 O M9bsTgMHM3g OEIMHROO
dmb03oL Bom3w0m, Jowodm®mo LsdMizm GHMIOE00m M530B0 SHOYIMHO
@5 9360m3Mwo  303sMGHMEgdgdom, Lsdgnm  39GoL  dMbogs s
G®5005WMMHO S JEgIOO  IML0ZS. b0 BHMOOE0S Y3sby
H0Yos  (86635¢0dbOM0Z05)  9MLYdIMBIL  ¥93M0  LEHOWO  3MISMO
3moxgmbools s 3mLogs LBl I3bmzMgdms YMm39mELOOHMIOL
99050039690 bsfowos. Mggmemaool 9999y Lobgafogm ds@msgos
9dMyY350mms IML0IO® LobBMPsMgdIOL, obgmadl MHMAMOOE 0gm
boebo bganmgbgdols Lobagdo, H™Agdoa IML03OME BMEIEMOL
Domo0p96b96” (Gold 1972).

Bod®™dol 306390 Boffoero JoOommewo LsdMLogm GHGMmooEool
©bOLOsMYOSL oMo aBL.  LBo0bEHYMHGLMS, BodFM™MS LodsMmzgemls
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31030 3bmzmgdol Tgbobgd Alxgarmds, o LEmdsMOs boEbMMO
0300009939 q00L  Lobwgdbg s o0 BoddosbMmdsBy, bsbligbgdos
000@0boL, Lembwdol, Jmmsobol FMLo3Zs Mo SBLLddgdo (Gold 1972,
27-28), 53565305 IML0ZsM0  LEBOEgdOL  Lbgoolbgsmdsby. 3.
3M@EOL  sb3zbol  dobgwgzom  VodFmoms  3ogdotol  Lbgs
913990¢03900L0b goblibzs390000 Js@mero bogby®o dMliogs bozwgd
29603000l 33wogdgdl” (Gold 1972, 35). &bl osb  ge™m30L
OLIZMAMIR0S S BOVDWOMYMIGO0S.

09)0d90do  ImybomO@dOLIL 30GIO 2MErEds 30 JMYs®d
WsHMOO @5 JoMmeo  IML0ZOCMMO  BmE3erm®mol  smom  Bo-
65596900l 80 3egd3E0sL. JoMmmo 60dMdgdol »dgEgbmds dsb
begggan bgo®ogdo Bofiges. Bsbobs, 3mbs 3069, 5e0 73585, IO MREOL
oYM, FGHOMObo 3MMYMTs, LoJmMFowm LodwgMs, 306 TmyoEHbs,
Bo6ob06s, 60b50bs, Bgdm o3, LoLoYzsMIem  LodYMS, Jmeobods,
56OHm306d0  BofgMor o @sHMH  LodEYMYPPD  ghme© gl
Bodmbomgoemo 08 603mdgdoly, GMIWGO0E ©o3LIEos 538 3mbyMglol
d0d0oMmmMY35d0 (3sGHomao 72-750479) s O™MIgms Bsbsfigmgdo 3.
M5 35350 B3MoEsbs Logormggarmdo.

30396 MmO 5MHOL SBMOM3MEmy0, bgwmgzsbo, dmliogmlo s
dobo3eg0ge0. 080 MOl IH350 LESEH00LS © Foabol s3@™m™Mo. ogo
©OLOE 9dBHoWE Lsdgboghm s 99dmddggdom 3bmgcmadsl 9fg3o,
LBEAHMIOMBOL  Bodo®mzgeml  ©@s  Bsdg360gHm  LoBMPSEMYOLS o
9boEASBOEIOL  H0sMYGOL  1o3MMM  250MEEOGdSL. dolo  5T55d0b-
@Yo 15gd305bMds  JnWosbs  ©9353806MHEYds B GH0TgEONH 3O~
99BHIOL. 030 M3553 gl FML0oIsL. AsBMLBIEmos 30GHYMm  MEEOL
LodEYMYOOL OLZYdO: ,,mOML bo“ (2004) s ,9600s dMbo“ (2004).
‘o8 ©939005Bg F9BH0s FMEH009O0MO 9d3090DY, LgdobsMgdls s
33093000  803w0bgd9ddo  (oMzs096  AbmBoml  mdzgmgbo o
06@0296mM0 3@l BowmbmBogdl,  bgwmzbgdols s
353000l 309dBHog  Ggbb. 80 3MGHOHGOBs  ©oFsMIMbgL
500530560l LYol MLSLOIEEM  FglodEgdEEMdgddo;  IFsdL,  G™I
AmgBwom  3MWGHMOOL BoOmg 356mEMsdol 3319300, TglodEgdgEl
393b@om  BaBOXO  ROZERI  0BGHININWAYONWO  53IBOL3IP,
36009900l 5850gd0L3gh s dd30mdoL3g6” (http :// folk way
s.tribe.net/thread/c82e7377-52ba-4d0e-aca2-d78f0ac26153) -  s3bogdl
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30%JO MO S IV 93MIJEgOL boddoobmdsl 58 0o~
IGO0,

JoODMWOo 3MEGHMOOD ©06EHIMILOME0 LsBMAsOMIdOLIZ0L
303960 Mo 00 0030000 LI I330935M0y5605, 3063
MB60350OH0 gIBMAMIGOME0 O BMEIEMOHE0 obogns gdmy3z0bsbo
1960-0560 {iemgdols  dofymremol 0Mdgorols s LodFmoms  Lodo-
039ML JMZILEQOYNO YNBOEB ©d ©EILIG 56O 35ORIZL 3MBHIIAL
0910d9000b JoO39090056 S LoJoMNZgEXMbSb.

©53m{dg0E0 oG MOEHOo:

3YIXIX 0560 6. (2011), 39bEoby Foe594dsdg (35060 350HOMMEIYY) -
JoO 3900 393609600 s LaBmasm ImegshHg omMdgmdo (1936-2003
09.), obyy 393s60@srme d936096M9dsms B39 BHIEBHOL LododmzgErml
obE™OooL 0bLEGHOGGHOL dBMIgd0 4, POOEOLO

3IXIX000 6. (2014), obEHMOOMo TsbbmzMOMdOL  Bs9Egd0
091900l MHgL3MBE030L BTG Ml B30l Mga0mbgdol gmbozm®
JoOrm39ms  ImMob,  LodoMmmM39wml  Lods@G®mosmdml  (dows sbMos

306390)m©gdol  Lobgwmdol JsGmvmo  Mbogzgdlodg@ol  3mds-
Bo@otrme 9936096093505  BOIMWEHIGHOL dOmIgdo 1,  JoHomwmwo

1b039MLOG IGO0, MO.
3YIXIX 0560 6. (2017) obG™Mool 9309B9bG>300L

906MEMma00)M0 513993900, EB98dMEOL JoMIEo bywmzbgdol Lobeno

Amirani, translated by Kiziria D. Gold P. translation of the text appeared
in Chikovani M. Midzachvuli Amirani, TSU press, 1947

Gold P. (1972), Musical Culture of Georgia, Transcaucasia

Gold P. (1968), The musical culture of the Georgian countryside

Gold P. (1984), Tibetan Reflections: Life in a Tibetan Refugee
Community, London: Wisdom Publications.

Gold P. (1987), Altar of the Earth: The Life, Land and Spirit of Tibet,
Ithaca NY: Snow Lion Publications

Gold P, ed. (1995), The Words of Truth: A Prayer by H.H. the Dalai
Lama, Boston: Wisdom Publications

Gold P. (1994), Navajo and Tibetan Sacred Wisdom: The Circle of the
Spirit, Rochester Vermont: Inner Traditions International

Grigolia Al. (1939), Custom and Justice in the Georgian Highlands,
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Acnannmeuiy [1I. (1957), Haponnas TanmeBanbHas My3blka, B c0.:
I'py3uHckas My3bIKaibHas KyJabTypa, M.

Mapruanu, /. (1890), CoopHHK MaTepranoB AJs OMUCAHUS MECTHOCTEH
u iemeH Kaskaza (CMOMIIK), Bemyck 10.

UxukBamgze ['p. (1957), JpeBHerpysuHckas My3blKajbHas KyjibTypa. B
cooprmke: Llynykunze, AHTOH (T71. pen.). ['py3uHCKas My3bIKanbHAs KyIbTypa,
(ctp. 7-20), MockBa: ['ocyaapcTBeHHOE MY3BbIKAJIbHOE U3ATEIBCTBO).

http://folkways.tribe.net/thread/c82e7377-52ba-4d0e-aca2-d78f0ac26153

PLILR GO

m'.’h‘-‘l K e Dahii Lima

30496 3ol dmbma®msx05 s OL30

43


http://folkways.tribe.net/thread/c82e7377-52ba-4d0e-aca2-d78f0ac26153

Ketevan Khutsishvili

Peter Gold: biographical data and scholarly activities

Peter Gold, the famous American anthropologist, has been actively
carrying out the anthropological research in the various parts of the world (from
Asia to South America). He is one of the outstanding researchers for whom
anthropology is not just a scientific discipline but a mode of life and way of
thinking. He happened to travel to Turkey and Georgia in the 60-ies of 19"
century, where he collected ethnographic data regarding the Georgian musical
culture. The result of his ethnographic expedition is the collection of unique
audio-recordings, photographs and writings. The paper discusses the
ethnographic information form Peter Gold’s work: "Georgian folk music from
Turkey" (1968). The work contains the information regarding the Georgian
history, ethno-musical culture, musical instruments, etc. The classification
according to the contents of the songs is also offered. For those interested in
Georgian culture, Peter Gold is one of those rare Western scholars who
preserved unique ethnographic and folklore material from the daily life of
Turkey and Soviet Georgia in the late 1960s.

Peter Gold is the author of various articles and books. He is still active
and creative. He visits Georgia and shares with his scholarly experience with
the scientific community and young people. His current activities are entirely
related to multimedia projects. He also writes music. Peter Gold highlights, that
over three decades he is «presenting the perennial philosophies, arts and
practical ways of living of the world's ancient and indigenous cultures through a
series of multimedia lectures, seminars, workshops and study trips» and he
believes, that this makes it possible to «take a major step toward intercultural
understanding, self-awareness and peace» (http:/ www.
ancientwaysproject.org/). The paper aims to give the readers the opportunity to
know more about this outstanding personality, to spread information concerning
his activities among the wide audience and introduce him to readers as an
anthropologist, artist, musician and teacher.
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Gujejiani Rozeta
The Village Hayriye (the lifestyle and culture from 1960-ies to nowadays)

The Village of Hayriye is located in the Republic of Turkey, Bursa
region Inegoli District. The village is settled by ethnic Georgians whose
ancestors have migrated to Turkey in 80ies of the 19" century from Georgian
historical region — Machakheli. The paper analyses the lifestyle in the village of
Hayriye. Consequently the ethnographic data and the accounts and issues of
scientific literature concerning the traditional everyday life are compared with
the contemporary mode of life.

The main features of traditional culture are viewed and discussed in the
light of historical developments. Special attention is paid to the spiritual
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importance and meaning of the village among the ethnic Georgians of Turkey.
The mentioned village is associated with Akhmet (Ozcan) MelaSvili acctivities,
who was often called Ilia Chavchavadze of the Georgians of Turkey. As author
thinks, his deeds gave a new breath to Georgian ethnic identity.

Collected ethnographic field data enables the author to conclude that the
village of Hayriye remains as a consecrated place in the consciousness of the
ethnic Georgians and despite the ongoing changes in the infrastructure of the
village, the ethnic image and the economic being maintains Georgian identity.
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Spencer, E. (1839), Travels in the Western Caucasus, London

Wilbraham, W. (1839), Travels in the Transcaucasian Provinces of
Russia. London
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Manana Rusieshvili, Ana Khutsidze

Travel by Edmund Spencer and William Wilbraham

to the Caucasus

English travellers became interested in the Caucasus in the 19% century,
when the desire expressed by the Tzar of Russia to enlarge the Russian
influence in this region attracted both British society's and politicians'
attention to this exotic region. As a result the numbers of British travellers
who desired to see the Caucasus increased. Interestingly, the travellers were
expected to publish their records describing their impressions regarding
their travel in the region, which besides informing the Victorian society,
served as a lure for their countrymen to travel in this new part of the world
as yet unexplored by them. From this point of view it is interesting to review
Edmund Spencer's and Richard Wilbraham's travels in the Caucasus and in
Georgia; especially when both of the travellers visited Georgia in the same
period (1837-1839) and published their impressions regarding the region in
1839.
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Nino Abakelia

Concerning one of the epithets of St George
from cross-cultural perspective

St. George, as it has been noted many times in special scientific
literature, is one of the most popular and venerated saints throughout
Georgia and the most enigmatic and puzzling image for the researchers.
Being one of the known and famous saints of the Christian and not only the
Christian worlds, He becomes the most investigated figure of different
disciplines. He has been studied from emic and etic perspectives by Georgian
and foreign scholars: philologists, mythologists, anthropologists, ethno-
linguists, art historians and others.

The multivalent and multifaced image of the saint promoted to
advance from time to time his this or that aspects which helped to develop
new theories about him. And for that reason, at different times he has been
associated with Perseus, Horus, Tammuz and other dying and resurrecting
deities, with Mithra, with heathen Moon deity and other images depending
on the angle of investigation. Some explorations revealed prevailing solar
elements in his cult and drew special attention to a new theophany and a
new level of Georgians worldview, etc. (see: Abakelia 1985: 145-155). The

list of possible aliases, false or assumed identities has grown apace.

In Christian as well as in Muslim popular stories, legends and myths the
three main types or images of St George can be discerned:1). the so called
Dadianus version of St George, the great martyr who was sentenced to death for
refusing to recant his Christian faith by the Persian emperor Dadianus (in later
version by the Roman Emperor Diokletian) 2) St George hero, warrior-saint,
fighter for the faith, the dragon slayer, the moral example of Christianity (this
image with many variations is attested in Georgian and not only in Georgian
mythology and folklore), the patron saint of soldiers and knights; 3). St. George
Living or Khidr'’ as he is called in Muslim East (see Peradze, 1932, 16-18).

In Georgia where St. George, together with the Mother of God, is the
most highly venerated saint, all the three types mentioned above are attested.
But the third type of the saint is examined to the lesser extent in the light of
ethnography.

This paper will be focused on the third type of St. George — on St George
the living or Khidr.

The aim of the paper is to reveal from the cross-cultural perspective how
important this image of the saint was in the religious belief systems of the
Georgians, other ethnic groups living in Georgia and for the neighboring
people. Purposely we tried to gather as far as possible all the available religious

" To Sufis Khidr is a prophet enlightened by God, hidden initiator for those standing on
the mystic way.
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data which could be placed under the living and consequently green umbrella.
For that reason, ethnographic data and its functioning in the Georgian culture
became the starting point to create an environmental icon of the saint. We tried
to fit the facts to the theory.

In various parts of Georgia fests dedicated to St George are celebrated
variously. E.g. In the west Georgia the Autumn fest of St George (Julian
Calendar November 23) is thought to be more important and is celebrated in a
greater extent than the Spring fest of the saint; (see Abakelia 1985: 145-155;
2005: 676-678) in the southern part of Georgia, on the contrary, it is evidently
the Spring fest (Julian calendar May 6) that is most acknowledged, appreciated
and recognized.

In 1987, while exploring folk festivals in Samckhe — Javakheti (southern
part of Georgia, which is distinguished with its diverse ethnic groups and
various confessions), besides the mentioned fixed days of the saint, a
heterodoxic interesting custom, called khidriela, also related to St George has
been attested in the early Spring fest cycle. (Abakelia, 1987).

The natives do not exactly remember the meaning of the mentioned
custom, but remember mystic stories associated with them and prescribed rules
that had to be performed during this period.

According to the data gathered among the Georgians in the villages of
Andria Cminda, Tmogvi and Nichgori: the villagers celebrated the fest of
Khidriela before the lent, which lasted for 5 days (it started on Monday and
ended on Friday). During this period, according to the folk beliefs, St George
had to appear in dreams. After he gave water to the dreamer he would mount
his horse and fly away. According to the native beliefs He gifted people with
fate and fecundity. It was observed by both: young girls and young boys, and
generally by those who wanted their wishes to come true. Some put books under
their pillows in order to obtain wisdom from the sage. In the popular
perception he (or in some versions divine horse) was a rope giver (the symbol of
bonds of all sorts N.A.). (Andria Cminda, Tmogvi, 1987).

During the fest time of Khidriela people used to fast. Before it ended they
had to eat salty bread in hope to see their fate in their dreams (bride or
bridegroom correspondingly). According to the wide spread beliefs on Friday
evening (in the twilight) He mounts on his horseback and swirls away. One can
fast during the whole period, but it is also allowed to fast only on Friday.

In the twilight of the evening, the salty dough is handled by an innocent
3or 4 years old child. Then it is baked and eaten. After that with great
probability one can meet its fate in the dream or learn something. (Nichgori
1987).

Ethnographic archival data of 1940th preserved in the Regional Museum
of Akhaltsikhe, adds some details to the above said (see: Manuscript N 88):

Khidriela is a movable fest i.e. every year its observance occurs on a
different day. Sometimes it comes on February 1, sometimes in the middle of it,
etc. It lasts for 5 days: starts on Monday and ends on Friday. Khidriela is
observed by those who want to get something. It is allowed to fast one day or
one can fast during the whole five days. If unmarried girl is eager to learn

87



sawing or embroidering she has to fast for 5 days and eat only some bread in
the morning and in the evening during the whole period. On the fifth day of the
fast, she bakes salty bread, eats it and goes to sleep. Beforehand she puts
scissors, colorful pieces of material, needle, thread, embroidering canvas under
her pillow. At night she would have revelation of angels who would teach her
how to saw.

If unmarried girl loved someone from her or from another village, she
would put a mirror, comb and a flask of water under her pillow. If the beloved
boy (or someone else) would be seen in dream and offered her some water
betrothal was unavoidable. The same had to be done by unmarried boy for the
beloved girl. The person seen in the dream was thought to be her/his fate.

It often happened that neither boy nor girl loved anybody but they
nevertheless would observe the rite. In that case the person seen in the dream
and she(he ) who had dreamt the dream would inevitably fall in love.

Khidriela was observed especially by those who were young, by those
who wanted to get married, who wanted to learn some craft in a short period of
time. Pupils also begin to put books and pens under their pillows in hope to
learn something.

In the above mentioned word khidriela one would easily trace the term
Khidr which for a long time was the subject of special disputes.

The origins of the mentioned cult are rather vague, that promotes to
develop various hypotheses about it. In Georgian Scientific literature exists a
supposition, according to which the mentioned cult of St George had to be
borrowed from Christians and especially from the Georgians by the Arabs and
the Persians, in whose religious consciences it had been fused with the cult of
Elijah (Feradze 1932, 18).

It must be noted that such mutual influences theoretically are quite
possible, as there were numerous points of contact between Moslems and
Christians and often foreign invaders have not only intruded into the holy places
and laid claim to Chrisitan sanctuaries, but have also in turn thrown open doors
of their own to Christians (comp. Husluck 2013, 100). In such assimilations
significant factors were language and territory on which inhabited people spoke
different languages. Consequently the saint who was famous for his miracles
and various powers was often appealed for help by both Christians and
Moslems and this often happened in the shared sanctuaries.

According to the special investigations (see Encyclopedia of Islam 1012:
4, 902-5), the triliteral root khdr was attested in the Arabic word al-akhdar or
al-khadra which in turn can be traced in many Semitic languages and means
something that is green or just greenness or somebody who is green and as such
is a good illustration of death, disintegration and resurrection. That’s why the
scholars who saw in everything archetypes and basic phenomena sometimes
compared and likened it in mythology with Osiris, sometimes with Dionysus,
Tammuz or Odin, Zoroastrian Sorush, etc. And as for the motif of immortality it
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fused and integrated the figures of Moses Elijah, St George, St Sarkis (the same
St Sargis Sarkis or St Sergius), Alexander the Great'®, etc. with khidr.

In special literature Khidr and the Arabic Al-Khidr most often are
associated with the Koranic figure, God’s true servant, the sage, the owner of
the mystic knowledge (See Tabari 1991:1-2).

The evidence for such assertion is found in the koranic legend (see Sura
18:59-81) according to which Musa (Moses) sets out on a journey in search of
the junction of the Two Seas. The guide of Moses is the “servant of God” met
on his way. Despite the fact that his hame is not mentioned in Koran yet Islamic
commentators identify him with al-khadir/el-khidr (the verdant), who
unexpectedly and accidentally found the living water / the Fountain of Life
between an intermediary sphere of reality, between the material and the spiritual
worlds symbolized by the “Junction of the Two Seas”, the “Extreme North” or
“Extreme West”, a place where the sun hides in the water, a paradise-like place,
free from death and from the passage of time and became immortal. In the later
tradition of quest, he is associated with Alexander the Great, etc. (See; Franke
2000, 207-8; Krasnowolska 2009).

Comparison of fest celebrations in different cultures makes possible to
identify movable Khidriela fest with the fixed Hidrelles of Near Easten
religious tradition that was celebrated on St George’ s day (Julian calendar
May 6).

During this fest time in Turkey people like Alevis (religious minority)
make flour of roasted wheat on the day before the festival for Khidr. They
keep it somewhere in the kitchen to see later for Khidr traces. Next day in
the morning if they see some signs on the flour, it means that Khidr came
there to bring abundance and blessing for them (Encyclopedia Iranica 2017;
Krasnowolska 2009 ).

In the Iranian folk religion Khizr is imagined as the patron of
vegetation, crops and abundace. According to the local beliefs, He secretly
visits households and blesses crops by leaving an offprint of his hand in
sacrificial food. He is venerated as a calendric figure, etc. Despite being the
male principle he is considered to be a patron of women and their fertility.
He is invoked at childbirth and implored for progeny. Predictions are made,
omens are taken and fate-opening magic is performed (see.Krasnowolska,
2009). (Comp. attitude towards fate-opening is especially clearly revealed in
the ritual of khidriela). Almost the same customs are attested among the
Armenians and Azerbaijanians. There exists a supposition that in Caucasus

'8 In the Medieval legends Alexander sets out in search of the Fountain of Life “in the
Land of darkness™ and accidentally finds it. A recension of this legend occurs in the
Shah Nama, where Alexander is guided by Khizr who moving with greenness leads the
way, discovers the fountain, from which he drinks and becomes immortal (see:
Iskandarnamah 1978; Encyclopedia Iranica 8: 609-612).
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the supernatural creature Hizir, Hidrelez Xenterlez is also related to St
George and that his feast is celebrated on the Spring feast of St George. He is
associated with fecundity and annual renewal of nature (see: Tuite 2017, 7).

Common elements between these fests are that, they are concentrated
around the central figure, which is represented by an immortal, spiritual
creature that has different names in different cultures. For Georgians he is St
George, for Armenians — Surb Sarkis i.e.St. Sergius or Eliah (the latter for the
Armenians of Turkey). Although in Turkey he is similarly associated with St
George, etc. Some other links are also attested by the date of the fest (May 6
by Julian calendar).

Not so popular among orthodox Sunni Mohammedans Khidr’s day is
known as the ‘feast of Lydda' (23 Nishan i.e. 23 April, Gregorian Calendar) and
is observed all over Turkey as the beginning of spring. For Shiites he is an
important figure (Hasluck 1929, 319-336).

In India, the Prophet, Saint, or Deity known as Khwaja Khizr (Khadir),
Pir Badar, or Raja Kidar, (perceived as the spirit of rivers, wells and springs) is
the object of a still surviving popular cult, common to Muslims and Hindus.
(Coomaraswami 1934, 173-82).

According to Coomaraswami, the nature of Khwaja Khizr can be
inferred from his iconography and also from the Indian legends.

In iconography Khidr is encountered both: as a separate figure and paired
with some saint.

In western Asian or Indian symbolic art, clothed entirely in green Al-
Khizr is depicted moving in the Waters of Life with a fish as his vehicle.

Coomaraswami e.g. thinks that in a series of 17th and 18th cc.
Moghal/Mughal paintings the scene at the well may have been the original
theme of the composition. There a prince on horseback is shown at a well, from
which a lady has drawn up water. He often appears in the Persian miniatures of
the Middle Ages: they depict Khidr and Alexander who witness how the dried
fish falling into the waters, comes to life and thus the seekers are made aware
that they have found the Fountain of Life, from which both drink; scenes with
Elijah and Al-Khidr praying together; or Al -Khidr and Alexander at the
Fountain of Life, etc. According to Coomaraswami, Al-Khadir also presents
some point of resemblance with Saint George in 11" century carved relief over
the gateway of a caravanserai on the road between Sinjar and Mosul, where a
nimbate figure of Al-Khadir in carved relief is thrusting a lance into the mouth
of a scaly dragon. And the resemblance also can be traced in his function of the
protector of travelers (see: Coomaraswami 1934, 173-82) as it is a special
aspect of the orthodox St George.

As the special literature tends to show: in khidr there is no
independent Moslem or pre-moslem element. The Elias part can all be
parralled in Jewish tradition, while the George part is all Christian: only his
adventure with Moses is of somewhat uncertain origin, but even that, in

90



view of the early date of the Talmudic story, is probably descended from a
Jewish ancestor (Hasluck: 1929,319- 336 ).

In the symbolic art of Georgians one cannot find the image of the
living (verdant) saint who moves on the surface of waters by a fish, but in
the glorifying prayers of eastern Georgian highlanders (see kiknadze, et al,
1998; Bardavelidze: 1932) are preserved descriptive epithets of St. George
that might well be applied to Khidr. They don’t represent local poetic
imagination, but a conceptual system that permeates everyday life of the
highlanders and is reflected not only in language, but also in thoughts and
acts.

According to the ethnographic data on hand, the epithets related to
khidr are as follows: St George the guard of Aragvi gorge, the exterminator of
devs (cgarostavelis cmina Giorgi, aragvis xeobis damqure, devta
gambasravi),the traveler khakhmati shrine (mgzavri khakhmatis jvari),
Mountaintop Persian Angel (cveris sparsangelozi), St George moving over the
stream of water (cminda Giorgi niaghvrit mobrzanebuli), the patron angel of the
two waters (ori cqlis baton-patroni), George’s shrine of righteous and non-
righteous (i.e. the sanctuary of the Christians and non-Christians, the ball
player angel in the stream of water (giorgi rjulian-urjulota salocavi, naghvarsi
maburtali), George of the spring of water (giorgi cgaros tavisa) George of the
beautiful stream (giorgi naghvar msvenieri), George ball player angel in the
stream of water (giorgi naghvarsi moburtali angelozi); lakhsar'® of grass, the
angel of sprouts (lakhsar balaxis cverisa, nergis angelozi), the angel living in
Heracleum (digsi mcxoeli agelozi) White George of the field (giorgi
mindorisai), George founded by the OIld Oak Tree (giorgi bermuxas
daarsebuli), etc.

Thus according to the above mentioned epithets he tends to be strongly
associated with water; he appears as a guard of water?, the patron of two waters
(allusion to the Koranic passage); consequently He is the patron of the two
worlds; He is the angel of greenness. In other words this type of St George
appears to be at once the guardian and genius of vegetable and the Water of
Life. He is the traveler and the protector of travelers, etc.

Studying St. George Khidr (or living ) in the ethnographic life of Georgia
we tried to avoid presumptions or preconceived idea that being green or living,
the mentioned saint at bottom represents an archetype or one and the only

9 According to Prof. K.Tuite lakhsar from the Ossetian or perhaps Alanic word ehsar,
"strong". Cited from Shorena Kurtsikidze and Vakhtang Chikovani's

remarkable Ethnography and Folklore of the Georgia-Chechnya Border—Images,
Customs, Myths & Folk Tales of the Peripheries (Munich: LINCOM EUROPA 2008
(pp. 273-283).

“ the aspect of water guard is also revealed in his another epithet - mtis Sesagi // Mtis
Vesagi cqaros Tavisa - attested in eastern mountainous Georgia ( See: Abakelia:2017,
45-57).
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heathen deity. The aim of the paper was to specify the concept and to explore its
functioning in Georgian and neighboring cultures.

Investigating the customs related to khidriela and the term khidr that was
traced in it and comparing it with various epithets of St. George attested in the
everyday life of eastern Georgian highlanders, we concluded that the third type
of the Saint that accentuated his immortality and “greenness” was widely spread
in the mentioned regions and functioned quite autonomously.

In Georgian realia, the sub-texts associated with St George were also
traced among the eastern highlanders. The term khidr or khidriela were not
attested in eastern mountainous Georgia but the analysis revealed the multifaced
or multifaceted image of the living George who as the generator of meanings
disintegrated in many epithets and started to function independently in the
mentioned region. Hence connection or identification with Khidr can be proved
only by analysis. All the above said gives the opportunity to suggest that the
roots of the cult should be searched not in the Heathen religions and at the
bottom of the all-pervading traditional deity but in the context of Abrahamian
religions.
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Satenik Mkrtchyan

Religion in Schools of Armenia: Since First steps of Introducing
Religion in early 90s and up to Current Dimensions (educational

content, iconographic, ritual and interpretational)

Introduction

The overall frame for the research is the theory of Social
construction and the assumption that every human “knowledge” is
developed, transformed and maintained in social situations, and one should
try to understand the processes through which this is happening and as a
result of what the “knowledge” becomes taken for granted “reality” for
common people. (beprep & Jlykman, 1995: 13)

As Berger and Luckmann suggest the taken-for-granted common
sense knowledge of everyday reality is negotiated by people with that
turning the institutions as part of an objective reality, particularly for future
generations who were not involved in the original process of negotiation.
(beprep and JIyxman, 1995: 13) Education and of course, school, as one of its
significant parts can be viewed as such an institution. This is where children
pass most part of their secondary socialization. Berger and Luckmann define
secondary socialization as “internalization of institutional or institutionally
reasoned “sub-worlds”. They also state that this needs legitimating apparatus,
usually accompanied by ritual and material symbols (bBeprep u Jlyxmas,
1995: 225). In the article, I suggest viewing religion related content at school
(and general education system) as a sub-world and discuss its legitimating
apparatus, its ritual and symbolic dimensions. The article will try to examine
how the religious identity is being constructed for children (i.e. students of
the schools) during the schooling. Doing these four main dimensions
through which construction is happening in school is taken into
consideration. First it is the educational content reflected in school-
textbooks. The second dimension includes set of rituals common for schools.
The third- iconographic dimension includes pictures, views in the textbooks,
but mostly it is the decoration of the school in classrooms, in the corridors of

the school. The article will only briefly touch the fourth dimension, which is
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referred as interpretational dimension, including teachers and their
interpretation of the textbook content and concepts leaving it for further
publications. I argue that the whole image of any identity, being religious,
social or gender, is summed up as a result of intercourse between these four
dimensions, and to understand what identity is constructed how and by
whom, one need to understand these four dimensions. Much research
discussed textbooks (Lubos Vesely ed., 2008; Shnirelman, 2003; Ferro, 1992;
Airmaher ed. 1999) to define how different values, identities and images are
constructed, but the approach in this article is that of looking wider to the
education system and schooling. This goal needs a methodology, which
could provide evidences from all of the spheres of construction, that is to
say, from the educational contents, educational national standards, ritual and
iconographic realities, as well as interpretations. For this purpose
ethnographic fieldwork in schools, has been combined with textbook
narrative analyses and interviewing of the state officials and textbook
authors. The field material for the article has been gathered in Yerevan
(Armenia) schools providing general education (1-12 years). General
education (1-10 years, sometimes 1-8 years) was compulsory for Soviet
Armenia, however, currently from 1% to 9% year of general education is
demanded to be compulsory by the National laws on Education, and the
governments have national curriculums adopted for general education
throughout the whole country.

Panossian in his book tries to analyse interpretively how Armenian
identity was shaped over centuries, and how the nationalism arose and was
manifested, with the emphasis on the modern period — developments from
the 17% century onward. (Panossian, 2006: 1) The chapter two speaks about
‘building blocks’ of Armenian ethnic identity. ‘Pillars of the distinguishing
features of Armenian identity — the building blocks — were laid in ancient
times: religion, language, territorial basis, myths and symbols,’ says
Panossian_(Panossian 2006, 23) thus making religion as one of the key
blocks. He regards the official adoption of Christianity as state religion in
middle ages as ‘most important event in terms of maintaining a separate
identity.’” (Panossian, 2006: 42)

We will see further in the article nearly the same pattern in the case

of identity construction practices in contemporary schools in Armenia, the
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topic of the first Christian nation being articulated in school textbooks,
rituals and iconography as core characteristics of the Armenianness and the
Armenian apostolic Church as an institution of high significance in
maintaining the national identity throughout the whole history rather than
other doctrinal and church ritual components of the religion.

In his book of 2006 Levon Abrahamian aimed to outline
characteristics of the Armenian identity, not trying to rigidly define what
the Armenian identity is, but rather outlining the frames within which it
becomes visible. (Abrahamian, 2006: 1) For national identity he applies the
analogy with park calling it “national park” and presents components as
paths and trees (Abrahamian, 2006: 7). The religion in his book is discussed
mostly in the Path of Faith. (Abrahamian, 2006: 111-134) Firstly, he agrees
with classifying the Armenians, like the Yezidis and Jews as a specific
religion-bonded ethnic group (cited from cf., e.g. Smith, 1991: 6) despite of
the existence of few Muslims and some Catholics among Armenians.
(Abrahamian, 2006: 113) He also presents several specifications regarding
not only ‘Armenian’ Christianity but also religious identity in a broader

sense. Abrahamian also speaks of observed pride of the Armenians for being

‘the first to introduce Christianity as a state religion early in the 4" century
AD, an event which was celebrated in 2001 with great pomp including the
visit of Pope John Paul I and other magnificent happenings.’ (Abrahamian,
2006: 113) This sense of pride and representations of identity being “pioneers
in official Christianity” is something to be tracked in the research.

The next argument of Abrahamian, which is related directy to the
issue of identity and religion, tells: ‘the confessional identity became a kind
of tradition for Armenians and not a question of faith in the strict sense of
the word. Hay-k'ristonya (‘Armenian-Christian’) is understood by the
Armenians as a single whole, the two characteristics being linked certainly
by a hyphen.” (Abrahamian, 2006: 114)

The next expecification of ‘Armenian’s Christianity according to
Abrahamian is pre-Christian and pagan elements merged into Christian
practices and faith. He specifically, says: ‘... Intertwining of pre-Christian
and Christian remains an essential characteristic of the Armenian Christian
faith, which has preserved, for example, the pagan ritual of slaughtering a

sacrificial animal and at the same time many peculiarities of early
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Christianity, which other Christian religions have lost centuries ago’
(Abrahamian, 2006: 121) Another statement of Abrahamian tells:
beneath today’s official “revived” Christianity lies a stable layer of “pagan”
Christianity in the same way, as pagan beliefs lied (and continue to lie)
beneath the newly adopted Christianity — both in architecture and religious
festivals.” (Abrahamian, 2006: 133)

Introducing Religion to Schooling in Armenia: Background and Initial

Steps in 1990-s

Introduction of religious education to the curricula of Armenian
public schools has been widely discussed in the society since the 1990s as
shown in the article of Felix Corley. Felix Corley cites a passage of one of the
Ministry of Education’s official in the literary paper Grakan tert at that time
to point at the start of the reintroduction talks: “Not only did he want to
bring religious education into school, he also wanted to remove the effects
and techniques of atheist education from the next generation of teachers.’
The Ministerial official also suggested that ‘instruction could be realized both
by the holy fathers and vardapets [celibate priests] of the church and history
teachers, who preliminary would have taken special courses in religion.’
(Corley, 1998: 308)

I will further discuss the evidences and dynamics of the
“introduction discourse” in the context of the publications in “Dprutyun’,
the official weekly newspaper of the Ministry of Education in Armenia. But
before that I would like briefly to discuss the elements of ‘atheist education’
in schools of Soviet Armenia. Educational reforms of 1984 in the USSR spoke
about necessity to ‘form atheistic views among students’, as one of the tools
for ‘Marxist-leninist worldview formation among students’. This was
proposed to achieve through various subjects taught in schools - both of
natural and social sciences (o6uiectBoBenueckue) (Project of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on education
reforms 1984).

Often are met in the weekly materials including suggestions to
improve atheistic education and practical instructions how to do that. For
example, one of the March editions speaks about Biology and atheistic
education, saying that one of the modern requirements of the programs and

textbooks for the Biology course is the formation of student’s worldview
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including atheistic views. In the proceeding passages the author, the director
of the Biology class-room in the Institute for teachers’ training, advises
teachers to highlight the idea of the impossibility of God’s existence, mystic
and supernatural. He also urges teachers to show students that animals and
plants have emerged historically, through evolution (Biology and Atheistic
Education 1984).

Thus, these articles somewhat illustrate the attitude towards and
situation of religion in schools, and show that during the Soviet times we
could say the schools were religion-blind, moreover the atheistic education
was being constructed through official means (programs, decrees, trainings,
textbooks etc.). So, this was the situation not so long before 1990s, when
one, as it was told above, could meet already the theme of introducing
religion to schools in public discourse. The end of 1980s and the beginning
of the 90s are characterized as years of religious revival in Armenia
(Panossian, 2006; Corley, 1998; Abrahamian, 2006).

With this context in mind, let’s widen the picture of introducing
religion into schools and education. Thus, the Department of Theology was
established at Yerevan State University in 1990. With the support of
Etchmiadzin the Centre for the Propagation of Faith (CPF) was founded in
August 1990 dedicated to the training of religious and Sunday school
teachers, publishing and producing radio and television programs. The
Centre also started to think over creating textbooks for teaching religion in
schools, meanwhile, they suggested teaching about religion in the
framework of history courses. (Corley, 1998: 309). Similar suggestion about
using history classes to “teach Christian rituals, to speak about the great role
of the Church in preserving the nationhood” one can find in one of the
letters written by a school director to the editor of the Dprutyun, now the
changed title of the official weekly newspaper of the Ministry of Education
in 1992 (let's Recover Rituals, 1992).

Searching for Institutional Solutions and Introducing the School-course
History of Armenian Church in 2003

This idea of bringing religion to school and make students closer to
‘national roots’ apparently had had a long journey starting with religious
classes called as such by people held in various schools chaotically without

any preliminary project and ending with introducing textbooks of History of
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Armenian Church to schools in Armenia in January 2003. CFP urgently
started training of teachers; one of the earliest venues was the St Sargis
church in Yerevan, where ‘religious courses’ were held with participation of
a total of 200 teachers. The purpose of the courses was preparing enough
number of teachers to start teaching religion in schools. (I am road, truth and
life 1991) In 1991 numbers of the weekly one can note Christmas, Easter
related illustrations right on the first page (pic. 1), something which never
happened in the Soviet time weekly, not a hint of the day or celebration.
Religion gradually was entering into schools. A separate course (History of
Armenian Church) with historical focus rather than religious was introduced
into school curriculum in 2003-2004 academic year. In August 2002 an
agreement between the Government of Armenia and Armenian Apostolic
Church was signed according to which during the period of 2002 and 1
September 2004 a course on History of Armenian Apostolic Church should
be gradually introduced into the general education system (in secondary and
high schools). According to the Agreement, the process would be carried out
jointly by the Ministry of Education and Sciences and the CEC (Christian
Education Center) of the Armenian Church. Particularly, the Church was to
provide the elaboration of the textbooks, finance and publish them, and the
Ministry in its turn was to scholarly and methodically administer the
elaboration and testing of state (national) standards, programs, textbooks and
teaching guidelines, approve the textbooks and participate in corresponding
trainings for teachers. (Government of Armenia A. b., 2002) The first two
years of the course are dedicated to the Bible, the orgaisational structure of
the Armenian church, sacraments and holidays, part of the textbook for the
third year of the course includes chapters about ancient beliefs of the
Armenians and neighbouring countries, adoption of Christianity as a state
religion and the historical events about the Armenian Apostolic Church
afterwards. The next period up to our days of the history of Armenain
Apostolic Church are also presented in the next two more years.
Additionally, religion related narratives are not limited only to the
course History of Armenian Church, they are represented also in terms of
other courses in the school curricula: Hayrenagitutyun (5* grade), Armenian
History (6-12" grade) and ABC book, Mayreni (1% -4 grades), Me and the

World Around (4" grade). These courses are also of interest for their close
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connections with the theme of Armenian identity, as we predominantly are
searching the religious discourse interconnected with Armenian identity
discourse, as one element of the identity.
Educational Content Reflected in Textbook
Panossian puts conversion to Christianity among the /nitial Building Blocks
of the Armenian identity in his book The Armenians: From Kings and
Priests to Merchants and Commissars published in 2006. ‘7he notion of
being the first Christian people who originally received the word of God
directly from the apostles has remained with the Armenians throughout the
centuries; it became a core element of their national identity. As such
Christianity became a rigid distinguishing marker, a cultural and symbolic
boundary. Once a person crossed this boundary by converting to another
faith- especially to Islam — he or she was no longer considered to be
Armenian. This has remained the case, even if the idea of being a chosen
people is no longer widely believed by contemporary Armenians’, says
Panossian. (Panossian 2006, 44) The theme of being the first nation to adopt
Christianity as a state religion is focused in the school-textbook narratives.
This sense of pride and representations of identity being “pioneers in official
Christianity” very much characteristic to the Armenian identity
(Abrahamian, 2006: 113), we meet in school as well. Thus, three main
themes regarding the Christianization of Armenia were revealed based on
the textbook analyses of different years and school courses: a) 301 as a date
of the adoption of Christianity as a state religion by the Armenian king
Trdat; b) Armenians as the first nation to adopt Christianity as state religion;
c) perception about being Christian as one of the elements of Armeniannes
(Armenian identity).

Let’s start from the textbooks used in elementary school in Armenia
(1-4* grade), where one cannot practically observe direct references about
the above mentioned three topics related to Christianity, though one can
find several Christianity related topics; namely: a) pictures and references
about Monasteries (Sargsyan, 2006: 86, 89; Qyurqchyan and Ter-Grigoryan,
2009: 63,101); b) pictures and references about Cross-Stones (Khachkars)
(Sargsyan, 2006: 116, 123; Qyurqchyan and Ter-Grigoryan, 2009: 101), and a

whole passage about khachqar as a “cultural value” in higher grades
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(Hovsepyan and others, 2010: 102; Gyurjinyan and Heqeqyan n.d., 53); ¢)
references about “church holidays”, mostly about Christmas (Hovsepyan and
others, 2010: 93). Despite of the fact that the textbooks are not burdened
with information about the date of the adoption of Christianity as a state
religion, the teachers usually mention it to the students. For example, “Now
my students know the years of the Creation of the Armenian alphabet, and
the adoption of Christianity by heart”. (teacher 2011) Additionally, as a
common practice, teachers tell about the significance of the Armenian
Apostolic Church during the field trips to Matenadaran. The Armenian
alphabet was created by the support of the Church and the manuscripts with
which we can now declare about our ancient nation and culture have been
also created in the Churches and not in the houses of people, for example’,
mentioned elementary school teacher (teacher 2011)

In the framework of the school subject, which is called Knowing the
Fatherland (oreuectBoBemenue, Hayrenagitutyun), students are offered a
theme “My language, my belief and my church”. This theme is one of the
four themes in the book, which I see and view as a special kind of national
identity formula consisting of “my country”, “my language, my belief and my

» o«

church”, “talks from the history of our fatherland”, “culture of our country”.
Thus, here one can observe the belief and church as one of the components
of the national identity. The book offers the theme of Armenia as the first
Christian state. The full passage says: ‘denying paganism, Trdat III by a royal
order declares Christianity as a state religion. Thus, Armenia becomes the
first Christian state in the world.”(Danielyan, 2007: 43)

In the following year, the sixth grade textbook of Armenian History
(2007) includes narratives about the kings of the time telling also about the
King Sanatrouk during whose reign Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew
started to spread Christianity in the Great Hayq and created several
communities to prepare for the adoption of Christianity as a state religion in
the fourth century. (Harutyunyan and others, Hayots Patmutyun 6, 2007:
123-124)

The seventh grade textbook of the course History of Armenian
Church covers how Apostles Thaddeus and Bartholomew introduced
Christianity in Armenia in the first century AD. Students read a statement,

which says that ‘more than 1700 years ago in 301 our people were the first to
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adopt Christianity as an official religion.’ (Harutyunyan and others, 2008: 3)
The textbooks also analyses the political significance of the adoption of
Christianity as a state religion by the King Trdat (“Armenian branch of the
Arshakids of Persia”) for Armenia of the time to be politically separated from
the Sassanid Persia and get better in state mobilization. (Harutyunyan and
others, 2008: 39)

Though the main part of the religious context of the school
textbooks constitutes Christianity, particularly related to the Armenian
Apostolic Church, there are references to other religions as well - Armenian
pre-Christian religion, gods and goddesses of the Armenian Pagan pantheon.
Let’s discuss one of the examples: the 6™ grade textbook of the History of
Armenian Church starts with presenting the “Ancient beliefs of Armenians”.
(Harutyunyan and others, 2003) Particularly, the chapter describes the
worship of natural phenomena among Armenians: 7ike other people of the
world, ancient Armenians were pagan. They also worshiped different
phenomena of the nature. (Harutyunyan and others, 2003: 5) The textbook
also refer to totemism, the Armenian Creation myth, pagan period myths
and Armenian pagan pantheon, as well as that of the Van Kingdom,
illustrated with items from archaeological excavations now exhibited in the
museums. The next chapter is about “pre-Christian religion of the
neighboring countries”. Specifically, the textbook speaks of “the religion of
the ancient India” (Harutyunyan and others 2003, 11-13), Zoroastrian
religion (Harutyunyan and others, 2003: 14-16), the Greco-Rome Pantheon,
and religion in the period of Hellenism” (Harutyunyan and others, 2003: 17-
19). In the later chapters, when approaching the period covering 7t century,
the same textbook presents also a chapter about Islam (Harutyunyan and
others, 2003: 120-126) including the following subchapters: a.) Introduction,
b.) the Founder of Islam, c) the Victory of Islam, and d) Faith-practice of
Islam.

Thus, Christianity as a milestone of the national identity and being
the first nation to adopt Christianity are main representations of religion in
textbooks. The Elementary school textbooks gives initial blocks of the
religion (Christianity) as of buildings of Churches and monasteries, cross-
stones and church holidays, though teachers as agents of interpretive

dimension introduce students also with the theme of Armenia being the first
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Christian nation. Later on, other courses elaborate more detailed about the
theme addressing also its political significance for Armenia and putting
“belief and religion” in the Armenian national identity formulae.

Religion in Schools: Iconographic Dimension

The next dimension within which the presence of religion is
considered in the article I call iconographic. Iconographic dimension in our
understanding includes decorations inside the classrooms, pictures, posters
and bulletin boards on the walls of school lobbies and other visual materials
that teachers use during the classes. Harutyun Marutyan, in his recent work
Iconography of Armenian Identity published in 2009 speaks about
iconography as means of recording, preserving and conveying information
and memory in various fields of human activity through images, which has
been known since ancient times, and has proven effective and useful up to
the present days.” (Marutyan, 2009: 18) I also think it is quite purposeful to
pay special attention to iconographic aspect of the school, an institution,
which starts working with 5-6 years old children and “educates” people
starting from their illiteracy and up to “forming the future citizen”.?2

The fieldwork in Yerevan schools as well as review of the materials
of the school websites was the main sources to discuss religious iconographic
presence in schools. The first manifestations of religion we meet in the
school are so called “Corners of the State” (Corners) situated either on the
entrance, or in the second floor close to the principal’s room, in a place
which is visible from many sides. These Corners have the following
minimum obligatory parts: the national flag, the coat of arms, and the
anthem. The photos of the President of the Republic of Armenia and the
head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Catholicos, are the next
obligatory items in this corner. Very often the Corners include also the
Lord’s Prayer in the side of the Catholicos. (pic. 3, 4) These corners also
point at the role of the religion (more specifically the Armenian Apostolic
Church) ascribed in the schools, as a National religion, one of the ‘building

blocks’ of Armenian Identity.

%2 The Law on education of Armenia (1999) states the following as the goal of the general
education: comprehensively and harmonically developing mental, physical and social features
of the students, developing the self, forming a future citizen and professional orientation,
preparing the student for independent life and professional education.
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The so called “cabinets” (classrooms / the rooms dedicated to the
history of Armenian schools, whoch can be found in a number of schools) of
the course History of Armenian Church, though not in all schools, can be
considered as another iconographic manifestation of religion related content.
These cabinets usually serve also for the courses of history classes or civics.
They are usually decorated by the initiative of teachers and they are filled
with various items made often by the students during the practical parts of
the classes. Usually they are photos, paintings and mini-models of
monasteries (very often it is the Cathedral in Etchmiadzin but not the only).
One can always find the pre-Christian Garni Temple among them, as well as
buildings of worship of different religions. (pic. 2) The school iconography
also includes several other indirect manifestations of religion through
pictures of various buildings of churches, writers and artists from medieval
period of Armenians (who mostly are from church) as well as photos, posters
of Vazgen I Catholicos, who was the Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic
Church between 1955 and 1994.

The 100" anniversary of the birth of Vazgen I, the All Armenian
Catholicos, was another occasion to make different iconographic materials
and decorate walls and shelves in the school in 2008. The Governmental
Program for the Anniversary included also a line, which said that different
open-classes in schools should be organized on the 100% anniversary of
Vazgen I birth. (Makaryan, 2008).

Religion in School: Ritual Dimension

The third dimension of the school life to be viewed from the point of view of
the religious presence is the ritual one. Ritual life in the research is
understood as the ways of how religions, or religion related elements are
being articulated during various events (Anniversaries, memorial days),
holidays and rituals of the school lifecycle (starting from September 1, when
the academic year begins in Armenia and ending in June, with the event
called Last Bell and Farewell events/parties for graduates). Above we spoke
about the introduction of religion to schools in the early 90s through ritual
dimension, and further field works and schools’ website content analyses
showed that in general, the innovations have outgrown into tradition and

now constitute the main set of rituals commonly met in schools. I have tried
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to fix practices of religious rituality and manifestations of religion in the
school rituals, on-stage events, and holidays in Yerevan schools.

The official website of the AAC stated the aim to make students a
part of the holly mass and chanting for the project titled “Divine Liturgy
from Student Voices”, which the Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Ministry of Education and Science of Armenia initiated together in 2009.
The contest, where 700 schools based on the materials gathered at the
archive of the CEC (Christian Education Center) of AAC in Etchmiadzin
prepared and presented scripts, theatrical plays or chorus presentations, had
three levels: local, regional, and national, with the concluding presentation
and official ceremony of rewarding in Etchmiadzin. (Information Service,
2009) In this example of a joint project we observe the model of
cooperation between the Government (Ministry of Education and Science)
and the Church (CEC of AAC), which can be summarized as ‘7nitiated by
the Church and assisted by the Ministry”.

Further, I categorize the manifestations of religion that are observed
in school ritual life into several types/spheres: a) religious, particularly,
Christian elements in various on-stage events with themes different from
religion, b) religious holidays and festivals celebrated within a school, c)
presence of clergy during various events in the ritual during the life cycle of
a school. Let me introduce examples illustrating the types.

Religious, particularly, Christian elements in various on-stage events with
themes different from religion

In a school event at N 155 in Yerevan, on —stage performance
dedicated to the Invention of Armenian Alphabetone can find a part
dedicated to “sacred — Christian values”, and the religion is viewed as a mean
which managed to preserve the language, and thus the nation also: ‘for
thanks to the sward that was transformed into a cross was possible the
protection of the "Armenian Treasure" and the victory of the nation.’ (field
observation, 2011) Another example of a school event is from Yerevan
school after Chekhov, an event dedicated to grandparents. At the very end of
the event, students from elementary school performed a prayer to God. The
descriptive text on the school website says: ‘Little Christians whispered
prayer to God to be sure that the God would make their wishes come true.

That is to say he will grant the grandmothers and grandfathers longlasting
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and healthy life.” (Yerevan School N 55 after a. P. Chekhov, 2009) The third
example from this series is a school on-stage performance dedicated to
March 8 (International Women’s day) celebrated, which currently is an
official holiday in Armenia. This performance started with “confession of
love to mothers, grandmothers, sisters and teachers”. The first part of the
confession consisted of parts/sections from the Bible about love. (field
observation, 2010)

Religious holidays and festivals: Since the early 90s school staff in
Armenia started to organize celebrations of religious holidays and festivals
within the school life. Most popular holidays I have encountered during the
field work and based on the school website content analyses in Yerevan
seem to be Christmas, Holy Easter, presentation of the Lord Jesus Christ to
the Temple?, the feast of the Ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. The years of
2011 and 2012 were also specific with public celebrations (not only in
schools) of the Armenian Church special holidays Vardanants Holiday and
Saint Sargis, the celebrations of which, as the field work interviews show,
are mostly initiated and encouraged by the Church and Local Self
Government body cultural structures. The field work interviews and
observations also showed a general feature for the holiday and on-stage
performances organization in school: mostly they are organized and ruled by
the teachers themselves driven either by a tradition, which comes from
earlier times or as a reaction to the wider trend of official ceremonies, as well
as Church initiatives. The students usually follow the script the teacher has
prepared and her/his instructions. The audience for the performances usually
consists of the administration of the school, representatives from Local Self
Government bodies, officials from the Ministry of Education, other guests,
and sometimes parents. It is also common for schools in Yerevan to invite
clergyman as a guest for the event, holiday, or the celebration of an
Anniversary. They are also invited to be present on the dates significant in
ritual life of a school, example, September 1, Last Bell, installation of a

memorial to receive their blessing and prayers. One such tradition for

23 On February 14, the Holy Armenian Apostolic Church celebrates the presentation of the
40 day-old Christ Child to the Temple in Jerusalem. The holiday is also famous for its folk
names ‘trndez’, and a special ritual of going around a fire and jumping over the fire as a part
of the holiday. This part of the holiday has been preserved popular and common practice in
Armenia during the Soviet period.
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Armenian (Yerevan) schools is ABC Holiday, a celebration that takes place
on the occasion of completion of learning the Alphabet, and the ABC book.
It is usually an on-stage performance; one very common practice of it is the
visit to the Monastery in Ashtarak, the place of Mesrop Mashtots grave. The
whole visit is ritualized: it is often called pilgrimage; there is a special
ceremony of swearing in to Mesrop Mashtots to preserve and keep the
Armenian language pure, as well as a meeting with the clergy of the Church,
a prayer and a blessing. Usually visits to monasteries located in various places
in Armenia have been common also in Soviet times, they were called
excursions to historical cultural sites, which transformed into the so called
“oreuecrBoBemueckue field trips” (field trips to introduce students to their
country) since the early 90’s, and recently there is a trend to call them
pilgrimages along with the more traditional name, excursions. A visit to a
monastery, lighting candles, praying and getting blessing from clergy is one
of the elements of the Last Bell celebrations, which take place each year on
the occasion of finishing the school. This is not the final list indicating the
ritual dimension of the religious presence in school life, but this shows the
general picture and main specifications. (Field notes 2010-2012) Thus, we
see that religion; predominantly Christianity (often “Armenian
Christianity”) is a part of the school iconography and ritual life. It is mostly a
part of a group action and organized by the school staff initiated and/or

encouraged by the Church.
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Nino Mindadze

Traditions of Preventative Medicine in Georgia

Folk healthcare system, together with the treatment practices, includes
diseases prevention as well. Diseases prevention implies avoidance of the
illnesses, through both, naturopathic and magic-religious means. Certain part of
the magic-religious rituals was intended to maintenance of human health and
some other part served to avoidance of some specific disease. To prevent
various diseases, people used to give some promises to their chapel, e.g.
establishing of the holiday on some day in the year, as well as prohibition of
work on that day etc.

Amulets were very popular in Georgia. There were two kinds: the first
was of apotropic significance meant to protect a person from evil spirits and to
shy them off: fire, iron, sharp objects, and so on. The other type of amulet was
considered to have an attractive power. It attracted the power of an evil eye
itself and had no influence on people wearing them. So also did beautiful
mostly semi- precious stones, shells, and necklaces made of them. The most
popular was black ambar which would crack under the influence of evil eye.

The Christian religion prohibited wearing any kind of amulet; only the
Christian cross could protect a person. But the Christian church in Georgia
allowed wearing one, a specific kind of amulet - the avgarozi. The Christian
religion seems to have come to a compromise, which is attested to by the
introduction of Avgarozi, one of the modified types of amulet. Retained the
archaic function of preventing diseases, it acquired a new Christian meaning.
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Nino Chirgadze

Folk surgery traditions in Guria (Ozurgeti region, Georgia)

Traditions of folk healing surgery in Guria were at a rather high level. Means
of folk surgical treatment evidenced in the present paper conform well to general
Georgian folk treatment system but we can’t neglect the fact that the principles
considered by us: healing of dislocations by the method of stretching, healing of
fractures by the method of fixation and others belong to the universal methods of the
national medicinal treatment. It appears that difference in such cases should be searched
in peculiarities of healing methods.

As it was stated above, means of surgical therapy evidenced in Guria were
rather efficient and expedient if we consider them from the position of modern
medicine. On the basis of the above stated it is clear that the whole population was
aware of relatively simple methods of trauma healing, which were based on empiric
observations and experience and sharing of medicinal knowledge.

Population used to address local healers only in cases of heavy traumas. Those
healers used to get definite compensation for their practice, but the price was not fixed.
Their medicinal knowledge was not kept secret. They used to share their knowledge in
this sphere with others with pleasure and alongside with treatment they gave advices
and instructions of medicinal character to their patients. Transfer of their knowledge by
succession had no fixed form, but it was not excluded that children would prefer to
master profession of their parents.

In Guria, and namely in Ozurgeti region the family-heretotary medicine is
rather widely practiced and its representatives — e,g, members of the family Arobelidze
in most cases used to lead intense activity in this sphere and used old medicinal books
too.
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Abel Polese
Border-crossing a strategy of Daily Survival: the Odessa-Chishinau Elektichka

Few things are more indicative of the drama of the post-Soviet transition
than the Odessa-Chisinau train, where a ‘separate’ world with its own economic
system has developed spontaneous institutions for making up for the lack of state
assistance. The elektrichka train travelling between Odessa and Chisinau is a
microcosm that incorporates many relevant aspects of post-soviet societies; from
the political struggle for power, corruption and ethno-political clashes, to shadow
economy practices and border problems. The peculiarities of this train are
numerous. First of all there is the geographic location of the railway line that unites
Moldova and Ukraine passing through the separatist republic of Transdnistria (not
recognized at an international level but de facto a state between Moldova and
Ukraine). Secondly, the border crossing itself: apart from some administrative
changes, at the time of the research Moldovans still considered Odessa the place to
go for purchasing goods, as they did in the past, when Odessa was the largest Soviet
port on the Black Sea. Finally, there is the informal economy reigning supreme due
to a lack of a strong state that cannot provide security to those needing a more
reliable income besides their meagre or nonexistent wage.

The aim of this paper is to show the socio-economic function of the
elektrichka and give an analysis of its hidden dynamics. The paper will focus on
three of the most significant aspects related to this train trip: borders, economy/trade
and corruption. After a general description of the train trip, the following section
focuses on border problems between Ukraine and Moldova and on the ambiguity of
the Transdnistrian border. Then the problem of trade and the shadow economy will
be considered in the context of the elektrichka, using previous literature and my
own analysis of fieldwork data. Finally, the controversial issue of corruption will be
described in its local forms, including its positive and negative aspects. | suggest
that, before stigmatising corruption as an evil to eradicate, one should reckon with
the fact that a “little” corruption may guarantee an equilibrium and an even
distribution of money -availing the theoretical framework given by Rasanayagam
(2003) who suggests that corruption has to be contextualised before being classified
as a negative practice. In this case, it is argued, restricted illegalities make up for
state failures, allowing people to survive. Border management is viewed as a
failure—of both national and international actors - in carrying out negotiations to
end an ongoing conflict. Finally, petty smuggling will be presented as a market
regulator able to elude the protectionist policy of local monopolists who operate to
the detriment of consumers and prevent new investors from entering the market. At
the end of each trading trip, a (relatively) positive effect is achieved: officers and
traders make financial gains and consumers have access to better quality goods.

The article is based on participant observation carried out in the spring of
2004, complimented by informal interviews with local informants. Given the
sensitivity of the issue, | have preserved the anonymity of informants and omitted
any information that could be dangerous to the concerned actors.

155



09bE&Mdol 33¢09g3980
IDENTITY STUDIES

George Tarkhan-Mouravi

Some Characteristics of Identity Among Ethnic Groups in
Georgia and the Caucasus

The Caucasus is renowned for its ethnic, linguistic and cultural
diversity. Georgia, in turn, is probably the most culturally diverse country in
South Caucasus (even if unable to compete in this with such areas of North
Caucasus as Dagestan). It counts tens of ethnic, confessional and language
groups within its borders, but is also burdened by the history of interethnic and
territorial conflicts. Therefore, understanding the nature and the specificities of
ethnic identities in Georgia and the Caucasus are essential for comprehending
the broader social and political transformations in the region.

The notions of ethnic and national identity refer to rather complex
social phenomena, and studying these is made even more difficult due to
ambiguities and fuzziness of related terminology (For the up to date general
overview of the theory of identity see: Seth J. Schwartz, Koen Luyckx, Vivian
L. Vignoles (eds). Handbook of Identity Theory and Research (2 volumes).
Springer, 2011). It is not without reason that the European Framework
Convention for the Protection on National Minorities would not offer any
definition what national minority is, strange as it may be for a legal document
dedicated some issue not to define it in precise terms.

The concept of ethnicity, although obviously related to more legalistic
terms of ethnic and national minority, and that of nationality, is even more
ambiguous, causing much controversy and confusion. It is mainly based on
cultural specificity of a group, including linguistic or confessional. Still, as it
has been admitted for some decades already, different definitions tend to
converge around two main paradigms:

a) that ethnicity and ethnic groups are certain objective phenomena of
fundamentally fixed belonging to a group, defined by objective criteria such as
common ancestry and common biological characteristics, and existing beyond
the subjective perceptions of either the members of these groups, or the ‘others’
— outsiders. Such definitions are commonly labelled as ‘primordial’, and are
favoured by nationalist politicians, in particular in the post-Soviet space.

156



b) alternative — ‘subjective’ or ‘constructivist’ approaches stress the
key importance of subjective perceptions, by members themselves and by the
non-members, although thus constructed identities are in their turn usually
rooted in objective characteristics such as culture, history, language, or
appearance. Therefore, the term refers to human groups that explicitly regard
themselves and are regarded by others as culturally distinctive, as the product of
historical forces, and therefore characterized by fluidity, contingency, and
negotiated nature. As Max Weber would write about a century ago: “We shall
call ‘ethnic groups’ those human groups that entertain a subjective belief in their
common descent because of similarities of physical type or of customs or both,
or because of memories of colonization and migration; this belief must be
important for the propagation of group formation; conversely, it does not matter
whether or not an objective blood relationship exists. Ethnic membership differs
from the kinship group precisely by being a presumed identity, not a group with
concrete social action, like the latter.” (Weber, 1978: 389). He maintained that
ethnic groups were social constructs because they were based on a subjective
belief in shared communality.

While unable yet to precisely define ethnicity, we still can discuss some
of its properties particularly relevant for the Caucasus, in that way developing a
more descriptive approach to interpreting this complex term®.

One of the most interesting aspects of ethnic identity is its frequently
multi-level structure, counting more than two or sometimes even three levels of
identity, although of varying strength. So, e.g. a small group of Batsbi (Tsova-
Tushins) in North-East Georgia (Tushetia) may possess the identitis such as a)
Batsbhi; b) Tushetian (forming one of the fore Tushetian communities); ¢)
Kakhetian (as Tushetia is a part of Eastern-Georgian province of Kakheti); d)
Georgian (notwithstanding the fact that the Batsbi language is related to
Georgian, and belongs to Vaynakh/Nakh linguistic group, along with Chechen
and Ingush). There is also an umbrella identity of being a Caucasian, although
how far this relatively weak identity (although strengthened when meeting co-
Caucasians somewhere abroad) should be considered as ‘ethnic’ depends once
again on how ethnicity is defined. In other cases the number of identity levels
may appear less multiple, but never really simple (e.g. consider the complex
structure of ethnic identity of Adyghs in North-West Caucasus). Worth noting
that politicians as well as ordinary people tend to ascribe important political
meaning to ethnicity, therefore some of the lower levels of ethnic identity are
frequently ascribed to ‘sub-ethnic’ group, in order to stress the lower, secondary

% Two hooks by Charles King offer a good introduction into the history of ethnicity in East
Europe and the Caucasus: Charles King. The Ghost of Freedom: A History of the Caucasus. 2008;
Charles King. Extreme Politics: Nationalism, Violence, and the End of Eastern Europe. Oxford
University Press, 2010.
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significance of this or that levels (e.g. the ethnic sub-groups of Georgians such
as Khevsurs, Tushins, Megrels, Svans, even although the latter two groups
speak languages although related but not mutually comprehensible with
Georgian. Along the same lines, there is a tendency among ‘patriotic’
politicians or even scholars to classify these two strongly distinct languages as
‘dialects’ of Georgian).

It is interesting to consider the relationship between ethnic identity and
national identity, as these two are closely related, and frequently overlap. Of
course, as both terms are not defined precisely, the distinction too will depend
on the definitions, and will vary in the interpretations of different scholars.
Indeed, national identity is one more poly-semantic and ambiguous term, related
to the concept of ‘nation’. Nation, like ethnicity, may be interpreted in
‘primordial’ or ‘subjectivist’ terms, although it is even more politicized and
burdened by value-based connotations than the notion of ethnicity. Unlike
ethnic identity, however, it would not reveal the same multi-level, vertical
structure, even although some individuals may possess more than one national
identities, weak national identity, or even none at all. One may assume that as a
rule, national identity will on one hand coincide with the strongest level of
ethnic identity, creating what I would call ‘ethno-national identity; on the other,
it may be close to the idea of citizenship, related to what may be called ‘civic-
national’ identity.

Lower level ethnic identities seem to have developed more
spontaneously than national identities, of course in cases when they do not
coincide with the latter, and to originate in the fragmentation of some bigger
groups, or in experience of isolated existence and prolonged cohabitation in a
single location, divided by natural or artificial barriers from the ‘others’ that
would allow the consolidation of cultural traits. However, the issue of isolation
should not be overestimated. As Fredrik Barth has demonstrated, “ethnic
distinctions do not depend on an absence of social interaction and acceptance,
but are quite to the contrary often the very foundations on which embracing
social systems are built. Interaction in such a social system does not lead to its
liquidation through change and acculturation; cultural differences can persist
despite inter-ethnic contact and interdependence” (Barth, 1969: 10).

While ethnic identity may be, and predominantly is, multi-level, and
again — its dominant level may coincide with national identity (although
sometimes it is otherwise), it also may happen that persons with the same ethnic
identity at some level possess different national identities (one may consider the
ethnic Laz communities in Georgia and Turkey as an illustration, whereas the
Laz (with quite strong common ethnic identity, and speaking a distinct language
related to Megrelian, and therefore, more distantly, to Georgian), living in
Georgia have developed Georgian ethno-national identity, unlike the majority of
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the Laz living in Turkey, with Turkish civic but also frequently ethnic national
identity.

The Laz, as well as some other groups, illustrate the phenomenon of
shifting identities, as due to some cultural developments. So, astonishingly, the
popularity and influence of a single person — Turk folk-rock singer and activist
in environmental and cultural issues of Laz ethnicity, Kdzim Koyuncu (1971-
2005), that appeared to play an enormous role in strengthening the Laz self-
identity and even Laz-Georgian affinity.

Another interesting but also unique example of changing identity is that
of the Ubykh, seminomadic people inhabiting the Black Sea shores of the
North-Western Caucasus who under the Russian pressure, left their homeland in
their entirety after the tragic spring of 1864, mainly in 1878, and eventually
settled in western Turkey around the municipality of Manyas. It appeared to be
a deliberate decision of Ubykh elders to encourage their people to give up their
ethnic identity. The Ubykh language was displaced by Turkish and Circassian,
the last native speaker of Ubykh, Tevfik Eseng, died in 1992°% As a result,
while there are still many who claim Ubykh ancestors, scattered around Turkey
(a couple of villages are still found in Turkey where the vast majority of the
population is Ubykh by descent) and—to a much lesser extent—Jordan, the
Ubykh ethnic group per se no longer exists, at least in the sense of imagined
community discussed above.

Now, in case of national identity, there is a very important political
dimension to that. In most cases nations develop through aggregating or
sometimes assimilating a number of ethnic groups through certain political
process, be it statehood (e.g. through the use of such instruments as education,
mass propaganda, policy of privilege/ discrimination, or military
service/conscription), political ideology of nationalism, migration (e.g. ‘melting
pot’ process in case of migrant nations, even if somewhat discredited by now),
or some other political process (e.g. mass deportations or other types of
repressions).

Although national identity may share many features with ethnic
identity, and in many cases itself coincides with the dominant level of ethnic
identity, there are some important differences. National identity is as a rule just
one, or at most two-level. One we may designate as ethno-national identity, and
the second as civic-national identity, the latter related to belonging to a certain
formally and symbolically delineated territory, or most frequently, related to the
citizenship of a state. Of course, in the case of national states, ethno-national

%2 Tevfik Esen¢ was the prototype of the main character in Abkhaz writer Bagrat Shinkuba’s
novel “The Last of the Departed”. http://www.circassianlibrary.org/lib/html/Shinkuba-
The_Last of the Departed/contents.html
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identity of ethnic majority representatives would coincide with the civic-
national identity, although not so in case of minority groups.

National identity, like the ethnic one, is considered by contemporary
scientific paradigm as a social construct. Today it is widely accepted by
scholars that it is nationalism that forms the ‘imagined communities’ (the term
coined by Benedict Anderson) (Anderson, 1991) of modern nations, and not
another way around. Ernest Gellner (Gellner, 1983: 6-7) and other renowned
students in the area such as Eric Hobsbawm stressed the element of
construction, symbolism, and social engineering — underlying the process of
creation of nations.

"...with Gellner 1 would stress the element of artifact, invention and
social engineering which enters into the making of nations. Nations as a natural,
God-given way of classifying men, as an inherent ... political destiny, are a
myth; nationalism, which sometimes takes preexisting cultures and turns them
into nations, sometimes invents them, and often obliterates preexisting cultures:
that is a reality” (Hobsbawm, 1992).

Therefore, national identity in such an interpretation becomes a
secondary, derivative phenomenon as regarding nationalism, and it emerges as a
result of the existence of a state, which frequently would precede its
development, and/or sue to the existence of a nationalist ideology. Nationalism
thus becomes a midwife for a nation, or in more precise wording it is the
ideology of its creation and development (Smith, 1994: 18). As this was
described by Miroslav Hroch (Hroch, 1996: 79):

"Now the 'nation is not, of course, an eternal category, but was the
product of a long and complicated process of historical development in Europe.
For our purposes, let us define it at the outset as a large social group integrated
not by one but by a combination of several kinds of objective relationships
(economic, political, linguistic, cultural, religious, geographical, historical), and
their subjective reflection in collective consciousness. Many of these ties could
be mutually substitutable - some playing a particularly important role in one
nation-building process, and no more than a subsidiary part in others™®,

Nevertheless, the popular interpretation of the terms ‘ethnicity’ and
‘nation’ is often quite different theoretical constructions, and again post-Soviet

531t seems interesting to compare this with a much earlier formulation by Ernest Renan: “A nation
is therefore a large-scale solidarity, constituted by the feeling of the sacrifices that one has made
in the past and of those that one is prepared to make in the future. It presupposes a past; it is
summarized, however, in the present by a tangible fat, namely, consent, the clearly expressed
desire to continue a common life. A nation’s existence is, if you will pardon the metaphor, a daily
plebiscite, just as an individual’s existence is a perpetual affirmation of life” Ernest Renan. What
is a Nation? in Geoff. Eley and Ronald Grigor Suny (eds.) Becoming National: A Reader. New
York and Oxford, Oxford University Press. 1996: pp.52-53
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space is specific on that. The tendency, labeled "Geertz's primordialism", and
espoused by anthropologists Edward Shils and Clifford Geertz, is based on the
fact that humans in general attribute an overwhelming power to primordial
human "givens" such as kinship and blood ties, language, territory, confession,
and other biological and cultural differences. As Geertz argued, ethnicity is not
in itself primordial but humans perceive it as such because it is embedded in
their experience of the world (Smith, 1994: 375-399; Gil-White, 1999: 789-
820). Indeed, like as in case of ethnicity, national identity too is frequently
interpreted in ‘primordial’ terms, as nation is understood as something
objectively existing and developing, although contemporary scholars would
prefer to speak in terms of self-identity, perception, and subjectivity. As a result,
in societies that judge a person’s ethnic identity and belonging as something
historically and biologically pre-determined, the subjective nature of ethnic
identity is actually restricted to sticking to objective markers of ethnicity.

Whether ethic identity is understood along primordial or constructivist
lines, markers are of utmost important. Even although ethnic self-identification
is important, not less important is the identification by ‘others’, which as a rule
is based on a number of ethnic markers. These markers, as already mentioned,
include such essential aspects of identity as confession, family history/descent,
language, and physiognomic characteristics, but also such secondary items as
dress, family name, or accent, that seem more easily modified. None of these
markers are universal, of course, and their importance depends on cultural and
political environment of their realization. While in such regions as Balkans
religion acquires critical significance as the main marker of ethnic identity
dividing Croats, Serbs and Muslim Bosnians, in the Caucasus the language is a
more important aspect of identity, although not universal either (as was already
illustrated above on the example of Batshis, Megrelians and Svans)*. Even
racial anthropological type may appear misleading here, as e.g. in Abkazia’s
Kodori valley, in the village of Adzyubzha and a few neighbouring settlements
one encounters a small group of Abkhazians obviously of African descent,
nevertheless with rather strong Abkhaz ethnic identity.

While among Georgians there are quite a number of Muslims, or
Catholics, and while the confessional identity is not in fact an independent
divisive factor in the society (as it is e.g. in the Balkans), still Eastern
Orthodoxy appears to be an important marker and a value in the nationalist
discourse. There is also a specific attitude toward the ethnic origin, interpreted

% For an interesting discussion of ethnic markers, see: Levon Abrahamian. Mother Tongue:
Linguistic Nationalism and the Cult of Translation in Post-communist Armenia. Berkeley
Program in Soviet and Post-Soviet Studies, UC Berkeley, 1998
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as a slowly changing characteristic feature of a family that would need a few
generations in order to legitimise the Georgian identity.

Still, whatever scientific merit the ‘subjective’ interpretation of
nationhood and ethnicity may claim, one should clearly recognize the fact that
for the absolute majority of population in the Caucasus, and broader, in the
post-Soviet space, primordial interpretation of ethnicity and nationhood is taken
as granted, as Clifford Geertz has argued. This is related to a number of factors,
including the Soviet propaganda for decades relying on the so-called ‘Stalin’s
definition of nationhood’ (as presented in his 'arxism and the National
Question' (Stalin, 1913)*): A nation is a human group, which possesses certain
definite characteristics. It is a historically stable community of people. It has a
common vernacular language. It occupies a single piece of territory. It has an
integrated, coherent economy. It possesses a community of psychological make-
up' (a folk-psychology, or national character). And it is 'a historical category
belonging to a definite epoch, the epoch of rising capitalism'. While many of
Marxist and Stalinist concepts are openly rejected by the majority of post-Soviet
scholars, and resented by the population, this concept of nationhood appeared
surprisingly strong and continues to affect the minds.

Another important reason for the dominance of such primordial notions
of ethnicity/nationhood is the centuries-long lack of statehood and prolonged
existence of the Caucasian nations under the Russian and then the Soviet
empires, whereas it was the ethnic nationalism that on one hand enabled them to
preserve their identity, but on the other — did not allow any form of civic
identity to take root. In case of Georgia and other two South Caucasian states, 2-
3 years of statehood (1918-1921) were not sufficient to develop any version of
civic identity, and even the initially cosmopolitan social-democrats in power (as
Mensheviks in Georgia, or Dashnaktsutyun in Armenia) eventually moved to
essentially nationalist policies.

One may assume that one of the reasons why a nation remains
numerically small is its attitude towards either assimilating others or being
assimilated itself into another group. Indeed, in the Caucasus, people tend to
look with certain suspicion at individuals who claim identity that is not
corroborated by their ethnic markers. So, even in contemporary Georgia there
still common are discussions of the ethnic identity/origin of political figures
such as president Saakashvili or late prime-minister Zhvania. Similar attitude
can be also found in other Caucasian communities. Nevertheless, in some cases
assimilation of individuals with more remote ethnic identity is even greeted, as

% For alternative Marxist perspectives see e.g.: Michael Lowy. Marxists and the National
Question. In: Georges Haupt, Michael Lowy and Claudie Weill. Les Marxistes et la Question
Nationale: 1848-1914. Paris, 1974. http://www.solidarity-us.org/pdfs/cadreschool/fws.lowy.pdf
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in the case of Georgians with Polish or other European family names and
ancestry.

Whatever the public perception and the rigidity of national identity,
there is little doubt about historical forces constructing it, and the key role of
nationalism, ideology and national project in its formation. While strongly
negative evaluative flavour is ascribed in the western political discourse to the
term ‘nationalism’, as well as to its derivative - ‘nationalistic’, referring in an
associative way to some shameful pages of the European history; However,
among the peoples and states (nations) that are still in the process of active
nation-building these terms do not sound so hideous, and it is not surprising that
Georgia’s ruling political party is named — National movement. In another
characteristic case in the very end of 1980s, Georgia’s Communist Party was
considering a possibility to get renamed and change its rather discredited name
to ‘erovnul-socialisturi partia’ — until it was realized that its translation —
‘national-socialist party’ — could cause quite undesirable associations.

In order to understand the process of the formation of a nation it is
necessary to understand nationalist discourse behind it®, and thence the process
of nationalist ideology (or competing ideologies) taking root among various
groups and layers of the population and of elites. It is not surprising that that the
emergence of nations is linked to the development of the mass media and
propaganda technologies needed to indoctrinate the population and create public
support for the national project.

On one hand nationalism is not only an ideology but rather a value
system on which such an ideology can be based; at the same time ‘nationalism’
acquires evaluative connotations in such a relativist framework, where it from
one side borders with patriotism (i.e. a positively considered emotional
dimension of nationalism expressed in the love for the homeland, whether it is a
nation, a state or a territory), from the other — with ultra-nationalism and
chauvinism (in which case more negative emotional dimensions are put
forward, mainly as intolerance toward ‘the other’).”’

% “Since the mid-nineteenth century national identity construction has most powerfully been
about a single unitary identity, not a multiplicity of self-understandings, embedded in a long
history and attached to a specific territory. The power of that identity lay within a broad
transnational discourse of the nation, which justified both territorial possession and statehood to
those with prior and exclusive claims based on language, culture, or race. As a new form of
political legitimation, the nation brought culture together with a strong political claim to self-rule
that ultimately found its sanction in a story about the past.” Ronald G. Suny. Why We Hate You:
The Passions of National Identity and Ethnic Violence. Berkeley Program in Soviet and Post-
Soviet Studies. Spring 2004. p. 6

57 Cnf. “Nationalism' means two things: a theory and a practice. As a political theory - that each
‘nation’ should have its own 'state’ - it derives from the nineteenth century. However, that general
principle motivates few nationalists. In practice nationalism is strong only in particularist terms,
deriving from the belief that one's own ethnic or national tradition is especially valuable and
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Any nationalism should determine its interpretation of the notion of its
own nation, and its key characteristics (be it a language, statehood, religion,
ethnic origin, tradition, appearance, family name, or any other identifiable
markers); secondly, determine the place of own nation with regards to ‘other’
nations; and, finally, formulate own vision of the national future, a national
project, based on above-described identity. Particularly relevant is a picture of
nationalism in a polyethnic state at the stage of its formation proposed by
Brubaker, as it is to this group of nations that the South Caucasian states belong.

"These nationalisms are interlocking and interactive, bound together in
a single relational nexus. This can be characterized on first approximation as a
triad linking national minorities, the newly nationalizing states in which they
live, and the external national 'homelands' to which they belong, or can be
construed as belonging, by ethnocultural affinity though not by legal
citizenship. This triadic nexus involves three distinct and mutually antagonistic
nationalisms. The first are the 'nationalizing' nationalisms of newly independent
(or newly reconfigured) states. Nationalizing nationalisms involve claims made
in the name of a 'core nation’ or nationality, defined in ethnocultural terms, and
sharply distinguished from the citizenry as a whole. The core nation is
understood as the legitimate 'owner' of the state, which is conceived as the state
of and for the core nation. Despite having 'its own' state, however, the core
nation is conceived as being in a weak cultural, economic, or demographic
position within the state. This weak position - seen as a legacy of discrimination
against the nation before it attained independence - is held to justify the
‘remedial’ or ‘compensatory' project of using state power to promote the specific
(and previously inadequately served) interests of the core nation." (Brubaker,
1996: 5).

An issue may deserve a special focus — that is the role of a charismatic
(or other) leader in the formation of a national consciousness, but also that of a
deep (and prolonged) social crisis on the forms of reaction of a society to the
challenges of the state-building, and as well in the actual process of a nationalist
discourse. Both these factors play an important role in Georgia’s political life,
as well as in other South Caucasian states. One should mention here the

needs to be defended at almost any cost through creation or extension of its own nation-state. If
nationalism became theoretically central to western political thinking in the nineteenth century, it
existed as a powerful reality in some places long before that. As something which can empower
large numbers of ordinary people, nationalism is a movement which seeks to provide a state for a
given 'nation’ or further to advance the supposed interests of its own 'nation-state' regardless of
other considerations. It arises chiefly where and when a particular ethnicity or nation feels itself
threatened in regard to its own proper character, extent or importance, either by external attack or
by the state system of which it has hitherto formed part; but nationalism can also be stoked up to
fuel the expansionist imperialism of a powerful nation-state, though this is still likely to be done
under the guise of an imagined threat or grievance.” Adrian Hastings. The Construction of
Nationhood: Ethnicity, Religion and Nationalism. Cambridge University Press, 1997. p. 3
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contribution of psychologist Vamik Volkan in understanding associated
relationships, and in particular introduction by him of the notion of ‘group
regression’” which is rather relevant for the description of nationalism in
transitional societies (Vamik, 2003: 49-76; Vamik, 2001: 196-216):

"Large-group regression after a society has faced a massive trauma—
involving drastic losses of life, property, or prestige, and/or humiliation by
another group—reflects the efforts of a group and its leader to maintain, protect,
modify, or repair their shared group identity... In general, | regard well-
functioning democratic societies as non-regressed and totalitarian societies as
regressed. However, societal regression can occur in democratic societies as
well—for instance, after massive trauma, humiliation, or under regressed,
excessively paranoid leaders...

Signs of large-group regression: Group members lose their
individuality; The group rallies blindly around the leader; The group becomes
divided into “good” segments—those who obediently follow the leader—and
“bad”—those perceived to oppose the leader; The group creates a sharp “us”
and “them” division between itself and “enemy” groups; The group’s shared
morality or belief system becomes increasingly absolutist and punitive toward
those perceived to be in conflict with it; The group feels “entitled” to do
anything to maintain its identity; Group members experience increased magical
thinking and reality-blurring; The group’s chosen traumas and glories are
reactivated, resulting in a time collapse; The leadership creates a break in the
historical continuity of the group and fills the gap with elements such as “new”
nationalism, ethnic sentiments, religious fundamentalism or ideology,
accompanying ‘“new” morality, and sometimes a “new” history of the group
purged of unwanted elements; ..."

It is interesting to observe that, quite paradoxically, it was the
internationalist Soviet regime that brought around the consolidation of the
Georgian nation and the spread of the ideas of (peripheral and ethnic)
nationalism among the population.®

As it tend to happen in the situation of a crisis of mass consciousness
caused by the destruction of the Soviet regime and further aggravated by the
bloody events of 1989 in Thilisi and Sukhumi, the most radical forces, united
under the leadership of Zviad Gamsakhurdia into the electoral bloc “Round

%8 Such opinion has been earlier expressed by Ronald Suny. See, e.g.: “The ironic result of Soviet
nationality policy, long unrecognized by Sovietologists, was that a Marxist state dedicated to an
internationalist ideology and an antinationalist agenda actually fostered the formation of relatively
cohesive national communities in the union republics and other autonomies Ronald Grigor Suny.
Provisional Stabilities: The Politics of Identities in Post-Soviet Eurasia. International Security,
Vol. 24, No. 3. (Winter, 1999-2000), p. 155. See also: Ronald G. Suny. The Revenge of the Past:
Nationalism, Revolution, and the Collapse of the Soviet Union (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford
University Press, 1993).
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Table — Free Georgia”, came a year later to power on the wave of universal anti-
Communist and (ethno) nationalist sentiment.>

Now, what was different and characteristic with the Georgian
nationalism, distinguishing it from nationalism in other post-Soviet societies, or,
on the contrary, how is it similar to these, and different from other types of
nationalisms? Caucasian nationalisms are far from being static, but would
change in response to external influences and internal successes or failures, the
same as in the neighbouring countries. Let us turn once more to Ronald Suny:

"... national identities and conceptualizations of interest can change
rapidly in politically fluid moments. In Georgia, for example, within a few years
(1989-93) exclusivist nationalism gave way to a more pragmatic inclusive idea
of the nation that opened discussion of the possible restructuring of the state
along federalist lines. But it took defeat and state collapse for this shift to occur.
Georgia’s experience differed from that of Armenia, where victory in war and
opposition from the international community resulted in a turn toward a more
exclusivist nationalism, an increasingly self-reliant foreign policy, and a more
uncompromising position on the Karabakh question. In neighboring Azerbaijan
successive failures of national mobilizations and a nationalist government gave
way to a pragmatic tactician who plays down nationalism and emphasizes his
own competence and an oilrich future. Most ominously, in Russia the problem
is less one of changing national identity than of a chronic failure to construct an
identity effectively. Prediction of Russia’s future intentions, even what it might
consider its interests, thus, is rendered particularly difficult.”" (Suny, 1999-2000:
141).

A rather characteristic illustration of the variability of the Georgian
nationalist project is the story of the changing relation of the national movement
toward the repatriation of Meskhetian Muslims (Meskhetian Turks). Indeed,
public opinion underwent a complex metamorphosis in its attitude toward the
Meskhetian Muslims during the last decades. In 1970s repatriation of
Meskhetian Muslims was one of the key demands among patriotically inclined
intelligentsia and dissident groups, including the future president -
Gamsakhurdia. By the end of 1980s, when the Communist leadership finally
agreed to repatriation, it was the political opposition to the regime suddenly
changed their attitude turning hostile with regards to the repatriation idea, and
even the Meskhetians themselves. Only recently, especially since the law on
repatriation of Meskhetians have been adopted in 2007, the Georgian society

% For useful insights on the role of nationalism in the collapse of USSR, see e.g.: Mark R.
Beissinger. Nationalism and the Collapse of Soviet Communism. Contemporary European
History, 18, 3 (2009), pp. 331-347
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turns slowly to become more sympathetic to the Meskhetian case (Trier,
Tarkhan-Mouravi, Kilimnik, 2011).

Nevertheless, such examples are rare, and as a rule what changes is the
intensity of the emotional component of nationalism, and the degree of its
mobilizing potential, while many other characteristics remain unchanged. So,
for instance, Georgian nationalism is mainly directed inside the country, where
it envisions its main tasks, and also threats related to the formation of the nation
and the state building. In this it differs both from Armenian nationalism, which
directs much of its attention outside respective state borders (Karabakh, Javakh,
Diaspora), or Azerbaijan (where, along with the nation building an important
element of the national project is determining attitudes toward Iranian
Azerbaijan, as well as toward Turkey, in the light of pan-Turkic value
orientations).

Georgian nationalism recognizes its (ethnic) loneliness in the world,
and while there is certain public interest toward the Georgian communities in
Azerbaijan, Iran and Turkey, these issues remain on the periphery of the
national project design. Outward orientation, in its turn, is only related to the
theme of the strengthening of the state, its security vis-a-vis the Russian threat,
and economic development seen in its pro-western leaning, and, what may
appear somewhat paradoxical from the viewpoint of a classical theory of
nationalism, in European integration. East, and, surprisingly, also the rest of the
Caucasus, play only marginal role in nationalist discourse.

There exist at least two key problems linked to the interethnic relations.
One of these is the problem of discrimination of exclusion of minorities, and the
circle of issues coupled to this. Another one is linked to the minorities
themselves, their fear of assimilation and the efforts to retain the ethnic identity,
and/or the control over resources and power. In principle, these are two different
aspects of the relationship between ethno-confessional groups, particularly
acute in post-conflict territories or where demographic balance tends to be
unstable.

"Post-Soviet states have been confronted with the immediacy and
simultaneity of two contradictory challenges: they are engaged in a process of
nation- and state-building and consolidating the new central ‘national” authority,
while concurrently grappling with challenges to the centre posed by ‘sub-
national’ ethnic or regional political mobilization and demands for autonomy or
secession. Moreover, due to the nature of the post-communist transition process,
where state assets are being redistributed and appropriated by elites through so-
called ‘privatization’ schemes, the political and economic incentives involved in
the struggle for power are immense - a configuration which significantly
increases the conflict potential. In such conditions, issues of self-determination
and autonomy may be raised instrumentally by territorialised elites as a
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response to the central state being captured by a rival elite network or networks.
There may be a substantive ‘ethnic’ content to inter-elite or mass struggles, or
this element may be instrumentally employed in conflicts as part of a mobilizing
strategy" (Hughes, Sasse, 2001).

Overall situation in Georgia and the South Caucasus in general®, in
particular as referring to conflicts and interethnic relations, has a strong impact
on the public discourse. General mistrust toward other ethnic groups, to great
extent mutual, appeared to be the most obvious outcome of the political
immaturity of the Caucasian societies in 1990s, and at the same time a complex,
self-perpetuating problem. One would observe that ethnic nationalism observed
today has not essentially changed from its early form of the late 19th century.
The formulas, instrumental in consolidating nation at that time, continue to
influence minds, instead of being replaced by more contemporary notion of
civic nationalism. Historical trajectory experience by the Caucasian nations
throughout the 20th century would not allow such development, as under Soviet
rule it was ethnic nationalism that helped them to survive. However, under the
changed situation of statehood and independence, these patterns seem to have
become counterproductive.

Ethnic nationalism continues to play a significant role in the political
life and in the civil society. However, as demonstrated by the contemporary
history of Georgia, by far not always would nationalism facilitate internal
accord and stable unity in the country, or, if we speak about the current proto-
democratic reality, the end of divisive practices. In Georgia nationalism has
briefly played certain mobilizing role, but by now its state-building potential has
been to great degree exhausted. Rather, ethno-nationalism of an exclusive type
may acquire a dangerous and destructive force. However, it is only slowly that
it gives way to emergence of strong civic identity.

However, the societies in question are undergoing rapid changes,
related to the processes of modernisation and globalisation, but also economic
crises, and geopolitical shifts in the region. The new wave of modernisation
implies accelerated urbanisation of the population, as agriculture, still
occupying the significant portions of the populations, play diminishing role in
new economies (in case of Georgia, ca. 52 per cent of labour force engaged in
agriculture produces just 8 per cent of GDP). However, urbanisation, intra- and
interstate migration, and possible re-industrialisation of the societies, along with
educational and other state policies tend to strengthen civic-national
identification, homogenizing the population that may weaken ethnic identities.

% For the discussion of North Caucasus, see e.g.: Victor Shnirelman. The Politics of a Name:
Between Consolidation and Separation in the Northern Caucasus. Acta Slavica laponica, Tomus
23, 2004. pp. 37-73. B.A. lllnupensmaH. boims ananamu: unmeniekmyansl u nOIUMUKA Ha
Ceseprom Kaskasze ¢ XX sexe. HoBoe nurepaTypHoe 0603penune, Mockra, 2006
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Thus modernization, along with globalization, represents a serious threat to
weaker ethnic identities and smaller ethnic groups with regards to preserving
their identities. However, globalization is not just a threat but it also provides
hope, as technological advancement and computerisation give small and
dispersed communities to materialise their imagined communities in the virtual
space, helping to preserve some adaptable aspects of traditional culture and
identity (Amos, 2012). In any case, the phenomenon of ethnic identity in
Georgia and the Caucasus is undergoing dramatic changes, and although there
are no signs it will disappear, one may expect strengthening of civic identity in
the situation of peaceful and fast economic, democratic and social development,
but reversal to archaic forms of radical ethnic nationalism and exclusive
identities when ethnic conflict is mixed with authoritarianism, external threats
and widespread frustration.
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Tea Kamushadze
The City of Forty Brothers in Search of Identity

The difficulties aroused after the collapse of the USSR, which in
some cases can be discussed as the process of searching for new identities,
were displayed with different intensity in various parts of Georgia.
Characteristics of this process is bind up with the Soviet experience of the
particulat particular settlements. In this case city Rustavi is a very significant
case. The history of the Rustavi city is related to the end of the World War Il
and that became the main arena of the country’s industrialization as an example
of radiant future.

Historical remnant of Rustavi valley was chosen for building a
metallurgical city which had been abandoned and uninhabited by 1944 when
construction of the metallurgical factory was initiated. The communist
government constructed an industrial city by the national elements and used the
Georgian history as a source to represent a new city. The city was appointed as
an example, on the one hand of the rapid Soviet progress, on the other hand
it was a symbol of the revival and growth of the destroyed, lost past. Thus,
the Soviet and national narratives were elaborated side by side. The paper is
based on the qualitative research data and discusses the forms of
implementation of the Soviet plans, the combination of the images and
ideological approval and the problems, which the city has been facing
since1990-ies when coping together the international and national
narratives. In terms of representation of the city, several issues can be
distinguished from the period of its foundation that emphasize the national
importance of the city and allows to perceive it in the country’s context. These
are: 1) building of the city on a remnant of the (old) city and at the same time
abandoned place;

1) building of a new city on the remnants of the former old city that is

abandoned for the present time

2) the importance of a historical city and its association with the great
Georgian poet Shota Rustaveli, and

3) the recovery of the tradition, the economic profile of the city and its
recall in the Georgian history, namely taking over the Khalibs’ heritage.

3)the recovery of the tradition and linking the economic profile of the
city with the Georgian history and in particular with the Chalibes’ tradition.

At the same time international narratives were also used for the
representation. Among them one can find the name of «fourty brothers' city»,
pointing out the international, multicultural environment of Rustavi. As regards
to the Post-Soviet Georgia, it is natural that changing of the regime was
followed by the attempts of reconsidering the history. Along with the changing
of the system the narratives are turning into the metaphors, as it happened
with the name of the “city of forty brothers” that seem to be left in the past.
The city is in a search of a new context and meaning for its new identity.

194



David (Data) Chigholashvili

Migrants’ Khachapuri - “Nostalgic Food,” Memory and Senses of
Georgian Food

Introduction

Food and foodways are believed to be very important factors in
constructing who we are as individuals and with which group we identify
ourselves. Hence, linking to food practices from one’s past becomes very
important in self-identification processes, which can be well observed among
migrants. Past in this discourse can be understood in two ways: One concerning
individual’s food memories, those which come from one’s childhood and on.
Second, which concerns foodways from the past on a collective level, of a
certain group of people or nationality, linking it to collective identity based on
individual cases.

In this paper | will focus more on the latter one and discuss relationship
of food and foodways from the past and nostalgia of them on a collective level
in case of Georgia, hence, Georgian food. In particular, | will refer to the case
concerning the remembrance of food for migrants from Georgia living abroad
and the recipes that are spread and are mostly available on the Internet,
concerning how to make “Georgian food” with the ingredients available in the
hosting country. For the purposes of this essay, | will concentrate on one of the
most important Georgian food — Khachapuri, as made abroad among migrants.
Therefore, in this research | will argue that on a collective level and in national
identity, we are dealing with the “nostalgic food” implying the remembrance of
food and foodways from the past, and it is not solely sensory based on taste, but
also on the level of the concept and the idea/memory of those very foods as
well. In other words, in the period of transitions, when emphasis on national
identity becomes very important (such as in case of Georgia) there is a high
level of “nostalgia” of food and foodways, linked with the memory and idea of
food itself which arises links to the senses later and not the other way around,
elucidated on the example of Georgian migrants making Khachapuri while
living abroad.

Recollection of food and food practices can be said to be making us
nostalgic both, on an individual, as well as collective levels. However, nostalgia
cannot be understood as mere craving for the past, but as the importance of the
past practices in contemporary times, and of food in this case. Hence, in the
beginning | will elaborate on key terms and theoretical concept regarding food
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from the past, senses and nostalgia and create theoretical framework for the
research. Later, | will elucidate it on a particular example.

The material analyzed in the research is obtained from the sources
available publicly online, as well as by utilizing the method of “participant
observation” making the research anthropological. It becomes anthropological
as I refer to this notion as the study “being with people” (Ingold, 2011) as the
cases | refer to are based on personal engagement as well. Therefore, referring
to auto-ethnographic details and reflections is also utilized, as the issues brought
in the paper arise from personal experience.

Between Food, Nostalgia, Senses and Memory

There are significant intersections between abovementioned concepts,
analysis of which on a wider level has the importance in the field of food
studies. It is important to initially clarify key terms referred to in this text, what
I imply in them and continue the discussion from there. Holtzman (2006) argues
that studies of food in anthropology that relate to memory are growing. This
further relates to the importance of the issues being discussed in this study.
Moreover, author (2006) argues that “food—Ilike the family, gender, or
religion—must be understood as a cultural construct...” (p.364) and introduces
various relationship between food and memory which can be studied. One of
the important categories is: “food as a locus for historically constructed identity,
ethnic or nationalist” (p.364). This is the relationship between memory and food
referred to in this paper. Accordingly, we can see that food and foodways are
among those important aspects, which transmit and constitute identity of the
group on a collective level, making it important to be studied in the context of
food and memory.

Senses are another crucial aspect when talking about nostalgic food.
Soderlind (2005) attests that “food appeals to at least four of our five senses”
(p.8) namely, its visual side, the smell, the feeling and the taste. Senses
inevitably play a big role for individuals when they are eating and relating to
certain food, but it is important to ask a question concerning what happens with
the senses when they need to be seen on a collective level and how are we able
to see them? Are senses evoking nostalgia, or the other way around? As | argue
in this paper, senses are inevitably crucial in the remembrance of food,
however, on a collective level the remembrance of food can be based more on
the idea, memory of particular food and food practices. Below | will
demonstrate that in case of Georgian migrants’ cooking “national food,” it is
more the idea of relationship of particular food to the national identity, rather
than the senses, which evoke them. Therefore, when we are nostalgic to certain
food, it can be, but is not always based on the senses, but the ideas and memory,
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which evoke those senses, especially in the period of transition, which can be
better observed among migrants.

Moreover, by memory | mean the ideas related to the past and
materialized in some forms, food and foodways in this case, which become
important aspect in seeing how food is taken as the form from the past in
understanding one’s belonging to the group. As Connerton (1989) argues,
images from the past become important in understanding the social order we
live in today (p.3). Moreover, author (1989) explores the notion of “how
societies remember” and introduces the idea that we, as groups remember
traditions through performative material practices. Therefore, as | argue food is
an important and long-lasting marker on a private and collective level, and
when making the references to the past, we need to place emphasis on material
food practices to understand some important issues in relation with identity.
However, this paper does not exactly look for identity issues and its relation to
food in the context of Georgia, but explores the idea of nostalgia with regards of
food and memory on a collective level in relation with particular case of
foodways from Georgia.

The relationship between memory and nostalgia has been widely
discussed, however, | think in this discourse it is important to bring the aspects
of food and senses as well. Nostalgia is defined as: “1. the state of being
homesick 2. a wistful or excessively sentimental yearning for return to or of
some past period or irrecoverable condition;” (Merriam-Webster, 2013). As we
can see, it refers to the strong feeling of remembering something from the
relevant past, which on a collective level are practices known through
performative traditions. | follow the definition utilized by Hodge (2009)
implying that:

“nostalgia is an embodied emotional reaction to the removal of a person from a
situation with which she/he identifies and which she/he imagines
(re)experiencing first-hand. Removal might be in time and space, and both the
situation and return might be recollected or imagined.” (p.493)

Therefore, in case of migrants living abroad, nostalgic food is a very
important aspect for them to keep collective identity, which might not be linked
to the senses necessarily. Moreover, nostalgia might be understood as a term
with negative connotation (Hodge, 2009), however, in this text | refer to it as
the relationship to something from one’s own identity and past, which drives
them to current practices legitimating their current state of belonging.
Therefore, we can state from the above said that “nostalgic food” refers to food
and foodways that one thinks as significant from its collective past and relates
to current situation for maintaining belonging to a group.
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Accordingly, in the following part I will discuss “nostalgic food”
among migrants from Georgia living abroad and focus on particular food —
Khachapuri and the ways of substituting ingredients, elucidating that nostalgia
of food and its memory is not based on senses, but on the idea of making this
food, which might be sense-evoking afterwards.

Cooking Khachapuri Abroad

Initially it is important to see the context of changes in past 20-25 years
in Georgia as to understand why the recollection of certain national elements,
including food, has become important and is crucial to observe among Georgian
migrants living abroad. After the breakdown of the Soviet Union, Georgia has
faced economic crisis in the 90s, forcing a lot of people to migrate abroad. It is
said that “more than a fifth of Georgia’s population has emigrated since the
90s” (CRRC [Caucasus Research Resource Centres], 2007 in Lundkvist-
Houndoumadi, 2010, p.51). However, at the same time in the processes of
recollecting national identity, Georgia as a nation recalled a lot of its significant
elements. Emphasis on food and foodways became important markers of
Georgian identity and perhaps still are. Miihlfried (2005) discuss the importance
of “supra” (famous Georgian feast with toasts) and argues that:

“In post-Soviet Georgia the supra lost its function as a permanent
reassurance of cultural authenticity — at least inside the Republic of Georgia.
For the many Georgians who left Georgia in recent years, due to political and
economic instability, the supra continues to be a marker of national identity. In
the setting of a diaspora, the table is a central place for socializing with fellow
Georgians...” (p.17)

The discussion of supra’s role in contemporary Georgia will lead this
research into different direction. What is important to see from the statement
above is that Georgian foodways have remained as very important markers
among migrants from Georgia. | do not discuss the supra and all of its details in
this research, however, in the framework elaborated above | refer to a particular
food — Khachapuri (important component of Georgian supra as well) as made
among Georgian migrants and how it links with senses and the nostalgic food.

Moreover, Soderlind (2005) argues that “the repetitive element in
human eating habits is not restricted to a person’s private life; it belongs to the
cultural heritage of mankind and is remarkably stable” (p.7). Additionally,
author (2005) discusses the eating habits among Scandinavian migrants in the
U.S., who have lived there for generations, are not speaking their native
language anymore, however, still relate to “Scandinavian Christmas fare.” This
further attests that food becomes an important aspect to be researched in the
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context of collective memory and senses, especially in relation with migrants
discussed below.

While | was living abroad through exchange programs, | observed how
cooking “national” food becomes important in representing one’s culture.
Especially in case of Georgia, when the knowledge of the country and its
culture might not be very high, representing Georgian culture through its food is
very actively present. | was surprised when visiting New York City and the
Brighton Beach surroundings in particular, where a lot of migrants from
Georgia live, as stores in the neighborhood offered everything starting from
ready-made Georgian food, ending with soft and alcoholic drinks produced in
Georgia, being available there. However, in other parts of the country | visited,
as well as when | lived in the UK, finding relevant ingredients for preparing
food as we are used to do them back home and representing the country through
food was a hard task. Therefore, with fellow Georgians also residing abroad we
had long discussions on what substitutes were available for making Georgian
food.

Khachapuri (bs3s3.6Mo - in Georgian, literally meaning cottage cheese
and bread, made as cheese baked in dough in different variations) can be said to
be one of the most popular “Georgian food.” Accordingly, there is a popular
recipe of how it can be made abroad. The major challenge in making
Khachapuri abroad is getting cheese which is used in Georgia for making it and
is not available in the stores abroad. Hence, based on what is available, the most
popular version is to mix mozzarella and feta cheese, to get the cheese filling
closest to that used in Georgia. To elucidate this understanding, below | will
refer to the recipes available online.®*

The author of one recipe states in the beginning: “This recipe of
Khachapuri is designed for cooks and Khachapuri fans living abroad, it is
“tested” in the kitchens of America and Europe...” (Minashvili, 2010). For the
cheese filling, the author (2010) states: “150 grams of grated mozzarella and
150 grams of feta cheese, plus 150 grams of cottage cheese but it is not
necessary.” In another recipe of Khachapuri, also designed for cooking it
abroad, the same combination of cheese is mentioned, however it also states that
“you can also mix 150-150 grams of mozzarella and Monterey Jack cheese...
Turkish cheese can also be used” (fromgeorgiawithlove, 2010). Author also
states that the most tasty and relevant for Khachapuri is Imeretian (region in
Georgia) cheese, which is made in Georgia (IMAGE 1).

%% Most of Khachapuri recipes designed for making it abroad mention the same method.
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IMAGE 1

Khachapuri
and  Lobiani
(bread  with
beans), made
in  Edinburgh
by Georgian
B students.  Served
N with Georgian
wine.

Photo by Salome
Minesashvili,

2011.

What is interesting from this is that Khachapuri is represented as a very
Georgian dish, which Georgians living abroad and being nostalgic of homeland
and/or wanting to represent their culture can prepare and serve. However, taking
the idea of nostalgia arising from the senses related to food might not be
relevant. Seremetakis (1993) explores the relationship of senses, material
culture and memory and states that reflexivity to sensory history cannot take
place “unless one passes through an historical reenactment of perceptual
difference” (p.2). Therefore, as all the cheese mentioned above is not of
Georgian origin, nor can be found or accessed in Georgia easily, making
Khachapuri abroad with different cheese filling asks the question if “migrants’
Khachapuri” can help the nostalgia of the sense of taste, or of this food itself, as
it is important marker of keeping and/or representing “Georgian identity” while
living abroad.

Moreover, Hodge (2009) discusses the relationship of materiality and
nostalgia and refers to nostalgic practices in the Foulcauldian way “as a
“‘heterotopia’>—an ‘‘other space...””” (p.505). Additionally, it can take the
form of performative remembering, which can be taken in different contexts,
one of them being “threatened identity.” Therefore, we can understand
Khachapuri making among Georgian migrants as the act of creating materiality
against threatened identity, wherein the idea of this particular food® is more
important than its taste.®®

Following the discussion in this section, we can see that exploring food
among migrants is one of the core issues when researching collective identity
issues. The case of Georgian migrants living abroad and making Khachapuri

62 It can be extended to other Georgian food and foodways among Georgian migrants.
8 However, the sense of taste can also be researched in another way, more individual, different
than utilized in this research.
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with substituting cheese cannot be linked to reconstructing history according to
the senses, but as making it as the marker of national identity. Accordingly,
nostalgia on a collective level is based more on the idea of making particular
food. Khachapuri in case of Georgian migrants and substituting cheese should
be understood not as the nostalgic food of the taste in the beginning, but as
nostalgia of Khachapuri itself, as constitutive to one’s national identity when
living abroad. In other words, this nostalgic food from Georgia becomes made
for the reason of keeping one’s identity, only then it is important to substitute
ingredients to get the sense of the taste.

“Nostalgic Khachapuri” - Conclusion

| have started this paper with the general discussion of food, senses,
nostalgia and memory, and discussed the case of Georgian migrants’ food in the
context of national identity. On a wider level, | elucidated how similar approach
can be utilized and be important in food and memory studies and applied it to a
particular case. Understanding nostalgia as the remembrance of important
aspects from the past, | have discussed how it can be materially practiced in
case of keeping one’s identity, especially when living abroad, bringing the study
of food among migrants as significant here. Moreover, | have elaborated around
the notion of “nostalgic food” as food made for maintaining collective identity.
I have also argued that sensory reconstruction becomes only possible in the
reenactment of history. Following the analysis of personal experience of living
and cooking “Georgian food” abroad and the recipes designed for making
Khachapuri abroad, | have elucidated how cheese filling of it is substituted with
available foreign variations in order to make this food. Therefore, on this
example | have argued that on a collective level it is not the sense of the taste
that is at play when making “nostalgic food,” but the idea of this food in the
context of keeping and relating one’s identification to the group, in general
making us, members of the society nostalgic to particular food and afterwards
nostalgic to the sense of taste.
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56 560U, gl sboo FglodEgdMdYd0s: 06RMMTS300LS O JoTMLIbUYEg-
d900L, dMIIBEHIMHO  ASB0sMGOOL  LyTMoegds dmgero  AbMBEIOMU
dobdBo00m, MmBoLYddo s Loddom 5EYOGODY sboero  Bgdbmenm-
30900L 25dmyqbgds, dgolbogMo 3mds LosbeggdHg s Lbgs. ymzgwogy
bgdmoddnwds 893350 YMZILORONOMBS ©> dzgwro JgbgEIergdgdo
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0530605350, 3bM3Mdsd0 B0dEObIMY (33€0gdIOOL 356G

203



560 996030L  BHMIBLBMOT3E0SL. 905D Yd0  F0MY30E0  3M0D
080JOHMb, ®™I domo Jgbgwgdqdo 96339790 BEBIBOWMOMIOD O
3900003000 HoL0SMYdS s YO MbEs IMRBYL. Lobsdzowgdo,
030LYMZ30L MM MYOEMISL MZ5W0 Q93MBHMOM®M, IMgEgbgdls mMsgolo
Lobgegd0 O35M350, 903390 docrolbdgzol 4sdmygbgdss LoFoGm.
9B OOPIZIMO  SEOWGIMBSS, oD  0MB0gddo  bmgcgds
Bobm@o aBss. M3 MRGM oy 49536Md0gMdL 5©sd0sbo 53sl, doom
OBO 3571930 EIDS FT0Z5Q 339CIBIQ OJoEwmdIL >7figml Bgbo
©S  MBROM  S30WHE  FOoIsbsgl  bobsdzowgdo  odmFGmo
Hoboswdgamdgodl.

095mdol 50ddol 30MH39wo dwogMHo MYg3s (30300DYdIEDds
L5dYsmMd 3039660308 50IMBgbol A53bMmdogMgdom 0ggds. 3M3gMbo3ds
©9sdoffo  IBol 2o6Fgdm  FdMNBs3 LRIOME FoMdmoaobs s 3
3960Mm0b 50530560l FoMdmlobgsdo ™35 339 506 [oMmBmoo-
39605 LSTGoOHML 396EGHGL O Y39eBIOO JobL oMTGIM 5o dYB530s.
3990092, ©5M30635 IMsTmEs 553056l d9Jdbols MbogsmBmds s bbgs
3b™39wg0mb  gOms©  g3memEool  aBsby  osygbs.  ssdosbo
36535wmo6  gO-gM0  dIMIHmgzme®  9J30s. dMWML  BOHMOEAs
mB39b6s, MHMI gaym 96 MOl  Fo0b63To0b3  30MHM3BgdOL  Lby3MIIGO
dobobosmgdgo, M99 89300  J3936Md0gM0  FodBHmOmol  LogMomm
36MHm©d@0s (1920). yz9eoxqg@mds 5356 doMgmes dgstygos Homdmpqbo
B39b mo3Bg o B39BL 50D, LsTYsMMLS s FIB30MYd©O
A996mmy0g00l  BMbbg. 93 IMIBOMZbYgOL  ©ogdsEbgb  0bgoby-
©0Hs069MH9d03, OMIgddog  FoBYMH0smHo  bsgbgdol  sbdsMmgdom
3000bg0l 60dbols 398 ©s5Ygbgli 50580561M0 53EHMbMB0OHMd.

3996mwmy0gd0  gboMmgdosb 55305690l  5JBH03MdYIBOLS
3°9M300909008 BMOIoMmgdsdo. bdod F9dmbggzsdo olobo s@sdos-
Bmeo gmgxzol 9Rdm dspswo bsGolbol go®msbdow  3393w0630056.
500@md, 6> odds b, B396 Yzl dma3hmbl  Msbsdgmmay
990030bob, GHMBL3MOEHOL, 303Mbo3sE00l s bbgs dow(g39d0. Boa®sd,
500L 89992 ©s0LIAOL JoMb3s - MO 30 5sd0sb0 TMM30YdGO
1396960 5MLGdS? vy B39 Mbs 893939Mm, MM 5©T0sbgdo
1bg0396M5 5030d35m? B3960 d9bgargdgdo 33eeg MYgasL yobogol
056599060M39 3H97bmEMma09d0lL, MMaMmM3 9gbsdem dgmmby Bod@Emmob
393wgbom, ©®MIgeds3 sLg3g Bosbo dosggbs  ©5@B0BOL, GMmYME3
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53¢™bmdom®mo bBd0gdEOL, dmEIMboLEGWW M30mTgaMAbIdSL. GHgdbm-
©wMm0gdl oo 360336g9wmds  960Fgds B3z9gBL TogH  353MIMOMdOL
50dadol boddgdo. 0go 335039 gAL SMO 30043500 0YsbY, M™I B3z9b
3900 5930009090 ©S LvgzgMabmwo sMLYdGd0, 30LsE I3YMH0s
A996mmy0gd0ol  Loszgqdo. g 3m@s dbgero  sELJdgE0s  So-
d0560Lm30U.

9mgMbobGH™MWo 0, OMI 5535060 s3EBHMbMIoMo Lmdo-
9JBH0s 5 FoBHYM0sMOo 15Tgomm Md0gJBHO, ©MIs hsodgFws B3z9bL
dgblbogMgdsdo s  bmaxgH 3303 SBOIbL  2o3egbsls  BzqbL
sBMM3b6905bg. gl 93mdbgdS 55F0bOLS WS BYoEPMdOL MMPOIOHOMBOL
doe0sb  13930R0MG  d9BOB0HB0ZMNO 3MBEIBRE0L. ¥3OWMBM  Ws@MMOL
0565b35, ImEgMboBIol Jmgwo 39MHomo Bwydogd@Ls s MdogdEL
dmO0L 396396 GHOO bbgomds ogm (Latour, 1993: 2). omdmpqbol
doM0mO©O  bsbo,  Omyme  500d3saL  ssdosbo  msz30L a3l
A996mMy09g0msb  J0ToMmMgd530, MbOOZ9© 3930060 Gds  IMEIM-
bobe d9Hegobogn® Bgbgorwgdgdl, Gmdgewos 33wsy MoQogs-
WIS 539¢39390L 9MMTobgmoLigsb LwydogdEHLs s MdOgIAGL.

bobd3z0wgdo 39300  MBsTIOOMZg  3MBBOPMEOOE0S  SWIG
d90dgds  obsllosmIL,  OHMyMOE  bLBdogdEoLb  Fog  MdOgIGOL
72590mygqbgd0l”  3mbgogmGme30s. mbogeo 3Hgdbozol 35630050l
9039453500 30065302 99M5300396,  OMIglsg  dgodwgds  3MHmomo
"Bog3mds” (Aarts, Marzano, 2003: 2). s 559056980 Pogarmebo 56056
3909033500,  OMIGEoEg  sHBM0bs©  MYogrocmgdL.  bmewm, olgomo
A93bMEMmy0900, HMAMOHIBOES 083wsb@gdo "Lobmgbm@mo” 30mbzgoym-
o300l bofowos.  obobo  sMMMMgdgb 93390000 boBol 203w gdsl
5Q0530569Ols @S BH9gbmeEMmaoM®l JmnMmol. ™Msbsdgcmmgy LsdgsGmdo
1009dBHO O MB0GIBHO 9GO FOYMBOWOE 9539, MIBOM  JOWIRSF-
3o [omdmaz0p90s.  30BOMo  Ggdbmwmyogdol  Jodomo
3960339790 LOZOHMHBOWOL JobgO35, MBS 3500OM™M, MM Lob-
036900, LeEoswOlby  ©s  G9dbmwmaom®l,  dmbgdmogLs o
b9wmgzbm®L dmOol Ly widm dgoxkg bogds. 3ombgs obdol odol
dgbobgd g OHMYMM0s, 9BsE0 3H9dbmemaogdols s dobo ™sbdwggzo
3039MM9ocmdgO0L  gIm30vM0 S5m0 gds” (Williams, 1998: 120).
00608003905 99m(30930L 25D050M9d0L s LoSBEMZ0L obrol sbowo
RmOIg00. "0bGHIMByGHOL Jugwo 0dwgzs 49M339wo  0bGH0IMOMdOM
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9OM50YgMmxbol  LETMOEGISL, JIMAMIBOIOI® GO  YmRboLs o
LmEosMOO BEASGMLOL 3MmEbOL gocgdg” (Williams, 1998: 124). sbog-
@6 bodg36096MM [Hx9080 30 MdYDL 4965305MHMb 3MmboEoz0LGMMO
@5 30MmyMmgbero  LHimObsbdmzgsbo  doymdgdol  sw@gdbs@owmwo
b9©3900. 53 080Mss J9B30MHMBYOMWo, M 5d5dY FodmYygbgdeo

J3930L Imgrgd0, 53 Lsm396930 5 SGOL 539G MEO.

LOEos@YO @ 0bGILIIOHYW®  3MbGIJuGTo  gB30ms-
6900 sboero doAMIGO0sb, bmmo doMomso bygdm Fdgodegds
3°9m0ymb, qugbos: Bogmgdo - 53963900, FHgdbmwmyos - ssdosbo,
0996906030 - bgwmzbm®mo, bgwsdo©o - LEHOWMIGHWOS, 0©IJOO ©S
00993 900.

30356MHmMg0s - Bogmgdo GMAMGME 95396300, 330l JoEYMIL,
M3 5G9 Emo  Lsgbgdo  0bBHYMod3osdo  ™md0gIBHJdI® o
50053056900 Bd09d3Hds®© FoMdMoRobml. Fo@ Moo mo Mmd0gJE)d0
300056500  3NMWEHMOOL, VoMWW Gdsms LoLEYIJools s IB0dzbg-
©wMdgdol  bgardglobgdo  Fo@oMgdgdos,  MHMIgwms  39d39Mmd0mS3
50050056900 258mboG39b, 909696 s FobaMAMBdOMMBIL MBsGPMbgd96
053056  00@9bBHMBdL  (bodgoero:  2013:  367).  FoBHIMOSO
0099390l d9LHi300 dos "5 9MABBMb dmddngds” s LYIMZoEgdO
Lbgo 9mddg9d9d5¢. sLgo 89dmb3z93590 B03mMYdO 5004dGds 53056 gdOL
9696200L  BHOBLFMOoGHMOMPII©O  ©  FoOyewo  360dz69wmdgdOL
b539359. Y39 o39b@oL  ALs3Lo@, Tood  odzmm  dos,  Ad3egbos
9tobobmb  9mgdggdgdbg, 96 Fg33wmb olbobo. @sT0sbgdoLs o
6030900l ©330M0L30MYDS, 30 90O FoTM35w 39390l BogmYdL LmEos-
WMOO MONO0GONMOOL LRIOMEB, ™399 Sg@GHoO 3m33mbybEgds©
59393L  Bom. B03mgdol  Md0YJBHIdI®  9©dds 5056930l TBOOWSD
L5320 Lo mLol dmgMbobGmwo 39bLBP3MHOI6
399000bsMgMdEs s 93F0BMS O IOGHIBIJHDS DY MHO
0639654300 5BsE0BL Bemsgs (Latour, 1999: 3).

0w O™ GH9dbmmmaogdo B39l 3bmz®mgdsdo Ly MEOH™
06@9blomMo 0FMgds s B3960 TglodegdEmdgdOl  goggdsls sgse-
0MYOL. oQ90™5®, GG F03MML3M3Jd0, BMGHM 535MOBHOL
3M9gdBHomo  50ddol  s0smdE  Bofows  39o0das.  bmenm,
b9wm3bm®o LObmMyHBOMYdIMMO s 3969303IM9© BMPOROGFOMYOWO
3bGHolbgMmgdo, Bz90L 036G LobGgdol  5dwogMgdgb.  dMOz5¢0
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500530560l Logmabarol  bsdolbo  ogOwo, vy bgarmgbmGoo
3949600 gagdgb3gdol sbdsMgdom MO gordxmdglgdmwo. &gdbm-
WMYP0, OMYMOE 50530560, 500905 3H9dbmeEmy0gdol, 5@530s6gd0L,
3539900l s Logbgdol gMHM0sBbMBOL LOMMIEPOL  sVOSMYGOOL
3M9dBHoMOH™MdoL  2ob3ol  Gobywgddo,  GMmIgog oM vbs
©3000L30MEIL  55F05bOL  3H0Z30e0H0MYdY, FolEGOMEO "bryEl”
(Woolgar, 1988; Law, 1991; Callon, 1986).

dbmgwomdo 30d0bsdg 3300 gd900 393w9bsll sbgbl s~
905b6ms Abmzedby3gwmdsby, 099 36905 d969060350 ©s bgerdge)-
b90@s© 5004d9dms Lo 399699d0L dsbdobg, golsmMzol MomJdol
5056 MRS by dmbgdgmo 500 ©YEsdofaBy. sTolmsb, Lryaw
RO 3930 9399965 300MdL 3MLAMLOHO 3OMAMTGO0 Fobsgomstmls
@5 590b godm 55d05Bol 335¢0 339 3MLAMLLOE 5@Y30s. Sy, GMI
0996906030L s bgemzby®mol s6303MM0 50Jds I0MPZS s M3MDBOEOS
06906M030-bgemzbmmo  B3zgbl  Lowmzmbgdo  M339  ooby3lsL
9939009056905, 3969ds, MHMYMOE by mzbm@o aolbdmdl, dmbgdol
50935l 9@530560L 3bmzgEdymygo 33scromwedo (Smith, 1984; Eder,
1996).

30LG-LAHOMIGHOoDAs s 3MI3JLMIOMBOL  PYMEOI0YODS
39333905 3EoBMbolgmeo Mm3MBoE0s bowembs s borsgl dmeo,
OMEgbsg  BYI30MH0  ITMM30IOWI©  BEHOWIEHOOL  FIMZOl-
fobgdol 296939 5004d9dMm©s. ML gl BoEAMTs3 FowIbg3sL 9d390-
©9d56M9ds (Deleuze, Guattari, 1983) o Dgs30MH0L  gobobogrzolsl
000056 LENIONOSE 9J393° OOV

dop™ds - 0009900 OMYMEOE Md09JEJO0, 33wl 0EIYSWIMHOLS
@5 99306M0Iol  gogmBol s 3ombgzol Bodsbl 13sdL yzgws Lbgs

©594mxol J0doMmoE, OMYMEOd0Ess: dmddggds ©s BoJMOo (Fowm-
bMG05), MYoOHO MB0YJEHIO0 s 00YJ00 (893609MYDs), b LrosE GO
396mb69%0 s YmM39w oMo 3bM3MYds (LMEosEGHo d9360gcM9ds). o
M009J3900  29bobogds  W0MmYOMWgdgdols s 3MbiEgBEooL
396bMOE09WwgdoL, 56 3mb3M9E0DsE00lL Loboom. gl doEMTs S9M0569dL
3o3HM0ooHdls @S 00Jor0BAL S YMMOIEEIOOL  BMIMLOMGISL

3539005 IM0 3G WIOOL 0MYIIG35dDY sbgbl.

©OLO3WIMHO  BODBMPs™MPds Il 0bOgz30EMOOBs300L390
5oL 30M930¢00. gU 5 BoTbsgL F5063T063 ILMEFOSEODIFO, 56
LGSO  OBMWHEOL.  5©F05BOL  BHMOPOE0WO 3538069006
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3960530L99RW9ds oL HaiMoado 594gbgdls, LmEosw Mo J3gzol sboero
R3O0l godmEoly s 259mygbhgdsl. 5353MMMEs©, gmozol dbMmog

35LbolidYYIMIOL BOE M35¢LORODBMS. 153MMM Megzbg BoJMO -
bgqd0lm30L 3bM3MYds, MOoMJMUL, MMMN0YJOHMYSIMIMOEbIZ0 J89wgdg-
000, 353053 0lobo JHM0TGJMOGLME 3603369 M350 Fos 3MHgEs305d0
00ymg390056.  "5000d0sbo, MM™MIgroi  3bmzmM™MIL  msgzobmzol, b
3b™3MOMdIL bLmEoswGms” (Beck, 1997). gargd@em-3gdbowmyogdol
UH655395 2963000069050 8933500 50053056930L MIMNOIOOMBOL BMMTJdO
B396 Fg0demgds 6 303Mm©9g0 306 5M06 Bggbo d9HBMmdgdo IMog5e-
LMD 3MOH3MdT0. 3560 "0bMEs300L” FYsemdom 5©sd0sbgdo
d9L5dEgdgos  bMbodMGs  MRBYD,  FogMsd  3sMowgEIGm
LoDBMASMIOM0Z0 353899MHOL SEPO0WGOLS S GHEMBLEMOETo Fgodwgds
dmd0wHby IbodMy 50530560l dsenbg 0b6EH0dNMo Logdcmol dmfdy
393bgm.  ®9bsdgm™m3zg  LoBmYsmgdsdo  5sdosbl  Fgmderos
IOOEMMWI© 04l 9bmbodmmo s  0BmEomgdMwo,  Topa®sd
L300l dgdmbgzgzsdo  393do6o  3Jmbgl dmger  AbMBEOMLOLD
bmEosEOo Jugerols dgdzgmdom. 59599 F39Mo LsbmYsMIIM 030
LogME3g 0390909, Foa™sd gl 563 Lafygbos, s@E LogsbAsIM, M6 dob
5QR0ML  sboero,  39QOWOMI© B30 o  Bo3mbngMabizom
©MBsHOL BHo3ol Logmg 035390L. Jdgqdgdom Logly LogMsy, bgww-
Bows  sbowo  ©oggadadgdol  Logobo  bgds.  LsobEHgeglms,  GmI
LoBMYMYOMH030 BO3MEOL HOMHHgds bgds 08 OML, MMEILSS
bmEosEmo  3m3MbogoEos,  mvy  sdsL  (idobs B9dbozmco
035BsBOHOLOm  F935x35L90m, 906 LyFoOMYdL  SLge  LogMgby
M6H09bBH0MYOL,  oaod  MHO3Z0M390s,  MI3DIO 55T~
Bolosomgol dbmemm@  30M@HWSMOO  MHYJMDs S YYOOIHNMOYIO,
0963 9o AMBWOomL dbEbEgMdLmD, 15385000 56 sGO.
300G MO0  3m3603530900L ©s  LO3ME39JO0L IO,  MYOYH
LoBMYPIMYOM03  5ER0GdT0  VIMHNO0IOHOMOOL dmmbmgzgbowgds 0BG~
©995 5 IMBOWMEO Bo3mdMbo3oEzom LsdMswgdgdol (FMdOWMMIdO S
"6000d99d9d07) 5MLgdMOOL Jobgegzs©, Fombg Immbmzbowgds 96
9306MYds. MM EOHMOL GYegbozmdnb03530m IMfYmOOEMIYGOO sV
5M0L  LEAOEOMBIOMEISE  JMD  SPOWDY  ToMYIMO,  SMSTgE
70096 079099005” 5005300601 3005 3bM3zMYdsbY s LETMdomby. ML
0603000, LsBMYSMIOdMH03 LogM(39d0, BB3gOOL J(3935L09b Tgbgds 56
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doOGH™ B0BoIZMem LogmEom 3mbBHYJuET0 993L, 9M9TgE BHYErgLOIMIL)-
603530M 99d96@&9gdol 39939MmdOMG.

0600030050305 329eolbdmdl  M300053EGMMODIE0LS
35bbolidygdmdol  BeMELL. IBsMO  M930LvRWGd0EsD  dMmIEobo-
69gMdL, 030mY5dMmM33930L FBIMEO bLmEosE MmO Jmmbmgbs. ©®IL
MRO® d93HO©, 30009 MmEILAg, 3060M36905 0dMEGOME0s MOFOW QdS-
390001 Bo3Mm0 LemEoswMo J3g3olb s0Bg3s60. Go mdds wmbs, gu
d930mAol  ©sd3900L MoLILEE BOEOL. dmerml s dmeml ImEYH-
B0Bs3ool osEgdE03s 8A0Z A9IHYPZIL 0MZseolfobgdl.

50539 ©MOHMU, Ym390EEoOO 3bMm3zMHgdol JozMmMIMMEILwYSEO-
Do3050 4909950 25TYMR0 bsBO LobMPsEMLy s 39MHIML FmMob.
Peogdol §ob, LsbmysmgdMog LLo3zMEIE s©0Jdwmwo, sbws w339 Aobs
3WMOSWMM0 5 90365 3065 LogzM39d0. XIO 30093, GHIWI30BoOl
09omd0o0 LEBMYSEMIOMO30 LO3MEI Yym3zwoldmdE39wo 2obs, WL
505L 9853gds 2563000060905000 B3MmTMB03Zs30M BT sgdGdO. 3065d
bogM39d, 39Mdm FsbJobol Labom, 03535 JMPgdo. LobMYsMgdMmOZ0
Jmpol Log®mgad 3EBO3E0S FIBOEIS S Pos0d3d MMbIYOW0sD 30Ms©
LogM 39 dMMBdELGODY.

3065©0L  50ddol 3300 gds  LoBMASMIdMH0Z30L s  3GMHIMUL
b BHodL 594o0dgdl. LoBMYPOMYOM0Z0 03MHJds 39MmdmTo s 396AM
036905 LoHMOEMYdM03d0. 033w gds BGBYMHMYdO, BosE LEBMYSMYD-
©03d0 390dm ©MI0boMgdL s 39MdmTo 30 LsbMmYsMYdIM030. "Lsbm-
39©MYds  9OH06@YdS”7,  "39Mdm  3mBd0boMGOME0s  LEBMYSMYd-
60gLmsb” (MVRDV 1998: 43). LsHmasmgd®ogols s 39M3dmb dggeo
LoB3MYO0 Foblbo0s. 9HMOE O (3539 FBM3MGOOL sboo BMEOMTGdO
9boEbs0Ms© MOl F9IM935H90Me00. 5053056900 sboo, AsbLbgs-
390990 BMM3JOoL J0gd53d0 5G1056.

396000 5096 500ddgds  LoBMYPOMIdM03Z0L  LadoMmob3oMm.
3969dm, 30605000 LHEbM3MIIIO SEYHOMO 563397 3EOBHBMOMTS© 0935
LoBMYIMYOMH030 LOZOEFOLMZOL S LEBMYIMYOMH030 253060HM36..
(0o Lomddgeos OMYMEO FoM0TommM9gds Imdsgsedo 0bwogovws-
@0oBs300Ly s LMEFIWODsEOL 3MM3gbgdo. ol 30 3bswos, GMI gl
330090900 86033690m35605 580560LM3z0L: 033wgds ol Logbgdo(s,
(I gd03 58 3MHYoE0SL sbbs39h. BBgds 30mbgs, vy Grmyme mbs
93098 sbbIMdST0 gMmo FBEOO3, MZ30050M 339301396 JoLFGS539ds
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G0dgos Midm 3609369wm3zs60?7 gl 3GMEgLo MmEO AobLlbgsggdwo,
3000 9mHI5bgmsb dFodm 353d06Mdo dymgo 9gwgdgb@ol - bmgo-
SEoMG0  MYO®MOYOHNMOJO0LS o F5GIM0SImHO  Md0YJBHJOoL
MOH0YHNHYIMJd9gd0L ZMEDY 3005M©Yds.

3mBs60LGHMEmTs  BHEMOOE05T  BoEMbMBOSLS s LMEOSWE
9936096M9090d0, ocM98md;339c Lodysemdo, gdmaEomoLs s 9ddoMo-
WMEOQ OO0l gogqds  d93mo@sbs.  sdom 356 Tgizows  MBd™
G®50030Mo  INEIYo, OHMIGEo3 9BwIbxdMEs, 3s5L0MMHO 3306~
3900L  09939Md0m, MB0YIBHIOMOOMS S MO30oMbocroBdom 99 3-
690000 30EbOL IAMMZgOIL S 5 5T0sbOL GIMFOIMO Lofyobolb L
0BILZILYOBb. by byy37I699dT0 F030EWobIdLMBOL JHM-)H?
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Nino Khutsishvili
Traditional and New Models of Understanding the Reality and Human Behavior

The article discusses the influence of technologies on the perceptions of humans
towards their living environment and the material culture. The attitudes of Latour,
Mead, Beck, Bauman and others are framing the theoretical approach. It is argued that
the development of the new technologies and their high implementation in everyday life
impacts not only the mode of the behavior of the humans, but also their way of thinking.
In the social and intellectual context the new attitudes are emerging, the five of them
can be distinguished as the main ones: artifacts — agents, technologies - humans, natural
— artificial, surface — structure and ideas — objects. The social changes are affecting the
artifacts and the processes, as well as their permanent transformations, which on their
side are changing the everyday life and perception of the reality.
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Lsggang 56g5M08gd0
FIELD REPORTS

Giorgi Meurmishvili

Wrestling near the Border: Reminded Roots and Blooming
Identity

It was middle of August, when | observed that a lot of people (new
faces) were appearing in village. The number of people in the village was
increasing during 10-13" of August. The roads in the village were full of cars
with foreign numbers, mostly Russian ones. | was wondering what was
happening. One evening | asked guestion to my host Rasul, why people (guests
from Daghestan, the Ukraine) decide so simultaneously to come to village? He
answered: “In 2% of August in village will be wrestling, because of this our
boys (nashi rebiata Russ.) are coming here to take a part in wrestling. There
would be a lots of sportsmen from different villages of Kvareli region and not
only Kvareli region”. Rasuls two brothers Zelimkhan and Omar with their
families who are living in Daghestan (Russian federation) covered 700 km from
Daghestan to Georgia, to see their father Murad and brother Rasul. They came
with their own marshrutka. The wrestling was one of the motivation elements to
come back to their childhood village and spend some time there. Murad and his
wife Shafag (Rasul’s father and mother) were very happy to see their sons and
grandsons. During 10™ to 21% of August lots of people were hosted in Rasul’s
family, also he was visiting his old friends who have arrived from Russia. There
was merriment in the village.

I was more and more interested in village celebration - wrestling. | had
several questions regarding it. One of my questions was how long wrestling has
been celebrated in the village? The following questions needed to be answerd
were: Was it movable or immovable celebration? Who was participating in
celebration? Was it only villager’s celebration or something more? By whom
was organized the wrestling? What type of wrestling was it (was it so called
“Georgian Wrestling”, which is very common in that part of Georgia or not)?
Was there any prize for winner or not? Does it have any connection with
reopening the Kazbegi - Zemo Larsi border (which is the only legal border
linking Georgia with Russia. Russians closed it in 2006, but it was opened in
2010 from the Georgian part) or not? Who was visiting the village? What kind
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of relation had the visitors with the village? What meaning does the wrestling
have for the villagers and their visitors?

As | noticed it was second celebration of wrestling in the village. One of
my key informants Badrudin told me: “We are celebrating the wrestling second
time. First it was in 21% of August in 2012. It was the 56™ anniversary of the
return [after the deportation in 1944 to Chechnya near Grozny]. After the
opening of Zemo Larsi border, lots of people are coming from Russia, Ukraine
and Daghestan. They left Georgia at times of Zviad Gamsakhurdia. Most of
them have their own business in Russia, so they have money and can organize
celebration of wrestling. They are visiting village to see their parents,
abandoned houses, neighbors, and mountains. They want to show their children
the places of their roots .

| was waiting the day of the village celebration wrestling. As | have
mentioned, Rasul’s brothers Omar and Zelimkhan visited the village with their
families. Omar has two young sons. It was morning of 20" of August, | came
down from my room, which was on the second floor and saw that small kids
(four and five years old) were training in wrestling. Their father and uncle were
training them, asking questions: “will you struggle tomorrow?  (3aempa
oyoewv 6opomsca? zavtra budesh barotsija, Russ.)”. The answer was: “Yes
dad I will fight against Georgian. (da nana, s 6yoy opamwca c Ipysunom,
Russ.). Father smiled and said: “We are not going to fight (Opamucs) With
Georgians, we will struggle (6opomucs) with them ™.

On 21* of August | woke up early morning. It was raining. At 11
o’clock Rasul, his brothers with their sons and I were sitting in marshrutka and
going up to the village. We took with us several other villagers whom we met
on our way. The place, where wrestling was celebrated, is situated outside the
village in the field. Lots of cars were going there. Before wrestling started, field
was divided into several parts: on the one side there were gathering ethnic
Daghestanis, on the second part - ethnic Azerbaijanis from the neighboring
villages and on the third part - ethnic Georgians from the other villages. It was
still raining; 1 was standing with my host under the tree. | asked who was
getting part in wrestling from village? As | have observed, wrestlers
representing village were from Daghestan, they were sportsmen in a different
style of fight in Daghestan, for example: Judo, kickboxing and etc. Rasul was
sad, he says: “This year we did not get good sportsmen; they are third or second
level in Daghestan, but Georgians they have the first level sportsmen. Also our
sportsmen did not know rules of “Georgian wrestling”.

Before starting, one car came and spread sawdust on the ground.
Several people (boys, old men) started spreading sawdust and at last it was
looking as a circle. Rain was over. People started collecting around the sawdust
circle. Suddenly the music of wrestling statarted, it calls “Sachidao” in Georgia.
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I saw four persons (then I noticed that they were ethnic Azerbaijanis from the
neighboring village) who were playing “Sachidao”. They have instruments such
as: Zurna, Duduk and Doli (drum). Celebration has been started. Person with
laudspeaker declared the names of the wrestlers and the names of villages
represented by them. First wrestlers were kids, after that the age and the weight
of wrestler was growing up. Fans were crying when their favorite fighter lost or
win. There were three referees and all of them from the neighboring ethnic
Georgian villages. After half an hour, someone brought tables and chairs for
organizers who were from Daghestan (Russian citizens). They were not only
organizers of celebration but also the sponsors who were giving out the prizes to
winners. The main prize was an amount of 100 and 200 US dollars for the first
place. They were giving 100 USD to the winner from the neighboring village
[e.i. ethnic Georgian or Azerbaijani] and 200 USD to ethnic Daghestani; by the
way as an exception organizers were giving 100 USD to second place winner if
he was representing the village.

After several hours the truck car came and stopped near the place | was
standing. | decided to climb up to observe the wrestling stage better. After few
seconds the car was full of people. | saw in the wine bottles and several snacks.
| realized that they were going to have a celebration after the wrestling, but |
found strange to see wine bottles for Muslim celebration.

During the wrestling which has continued for the whole day long some
people were selling food (chocolates, popcorn), cigarettes, and drinks (mineral
water, Coca-Cola, Fanta etc.); one man from neighboring village brought his
construction for chindren, a lot of kids were playing there. One of the sellers
told me that it was her first time in this field. She knew from her friend from
village that in 21° of August it would be wrestling and lots of people will attend;
so she decided to use this situation to sell some food, cigarettes and etc. “People
are looking wrestling, and staying here in the field all day long. Look around!
Can you see any markets? Here is only field, trees and hills; someone needs to
care about their stomach ”.

| was also very hungry and | bought some snacks and water, the price
was higher then in the village shop, but there was no other choise. In about five
hours wrestling has ended. People went to their houses and | went with my
hosts back. On the way back I asked one of the wrestlers: “what kind of
meaning does it have to you to take a part in a village wrestling?”” The answer
was: “You know, I am from Daghestan, if you are living there you need to be
sportsmen, policemen or pensioner. As you see | am a sportsman. My
grandfather and my father and their ancestors were living here in this village. It
is proud to struggle here! Of course I am not going to stay here more than two-
three months, but I am not going to lose my roots and the old house. Here is
wonderful nature, it is quiet, you can have natural food; this is very difficult to
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find in Russia. So, we have big reason to come here every year. If we do not
come, then who would struggle for us?”

The opening of the border between Georgia and Russia makes it
possible to celebrate wrestling. Wrestling is a way of life for Daghestani and
they are happy to have a possibility to take a part in the village event. This
symbolizes their connections to this area, their identity, masculinity and power.
More than this, it is one of the ways to keep the memories of their roots and to
maintane the connections with the ancestors. That’s why wrestling is
significant marker in construction of their identity.
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Nino Aivazishvili-Gehne

Ingiloys/Ingiloi - Ethnicity and Identity of a Minority
in Azerbaijan

Introduction

The aim of my paper is to give some information about the Ingiloer, an
ethnic group in Azerbaijan, which has been so far relatively neglected in the
social anthropological literature. Most studies have been carried out by
Georgian and Azerbaijani historians, with a special emphasis on policy. In the
pre-fieldwork phase | examined particularly this literature. During the initial
period of fieldwork, | was quite surprised by the internal incoherence of the
group. It is generally known that the Ingiloer live in the northwest Azerbaijan as
a minority with Georgian origins, and that their religion is partly Christian and
partly Muslim, but that due to the religious and linguistic affiliation such strong
demarcations and even self designations of social group-ness were caused, |
could observe only during my nine-month stay at field site. The complexity of
the Ingiloer identity expresses itself already in numerous self and external
ascriptions, which | will explore in my presentation. | shall illustrate how the
emic and etic categories of self and other ascriptions and the definition of the
‘correct’ name for the group work and yet could be creatively interpreted and
managed by the Ingiloer themselves.

The Ingiloys are a Georgian-speaking group in Azerbaijan, who are
mainly found nowadays in three districts (Zaqatala, Balakon and Qax). All three
districts are located in northwestern Azerbijan close to the borders of Georgia
and Dagestan. According to statistics, 14,877 Ingiloys resided in Azerbijan in
1999 (Khuloshvili, 2004: 12). Until today that number has been steadily
decreasing due to the high migration of workers, predominantly to the Russian
Federation. The Ingiloys account for approximately 0.2 per cent of the total
population of the Azerbaijani Republic (ibid.) and can be categorized as
follows:

e Qax Ingiloys (Approx. seven villages), also known as xagporast,®
Heren® or Georgians in Azerbaijan. They refer to themselves as Georgians
(according to my informant) and tend to use Georgian surnames.

8 Term for Christians in Azerbaijan.
8Term for Ingiloys in medieval Georgian historiography.
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e Balakon Ingiloys (one village: Ititala), Zaqatala Ingiloys (two villages:
Oliabad and Mosul) All interviewees from these regions call themselves
Ingiloys, are Sunni-Muslims and have Azerbaijani surnames.

Because of the geographical distance between them, the Christian and Muslim
Ingiloys have hardly any contact with each other.

Ethnonym Ingiloys

There are varying explanations for the ethnic origin and terminology of

‘Ingiloy’ in both official Azerbaijani and Georgian historiography:

1. Inthe first version, the Ingiloys got their name, which is also an Azerbaijani
term for ‘to newly convert, return’: yenidandondarimislaor
(venimiisalmanlagmis) (Haciali, 2007: 23) or yenidininyollagedah (Cavadov,
2000: 234) because of their conversion of faith.

2. Another version describes the Ingiloys as descendants of Caucasian
Albanians, Gelen, and yengeloy —yeni gellor, which means new Gelen. (Haciali,
2007: 23-24)

3. The third version in Azerbaijani historiography defines the Ingiloys as
Gelen who originate from Eniseli. (ibid.: 25)%

4. Georgian historiography also offers no unanimity on this. Some authors
(Adamia, 1979: 19) assume the theory of re-conversion, while others define
Ingiloys as Georgian peasant farmers, who should pay tribute to the people of
Dagestan. (Dumbadze, 1953: 22; Papuasvili, 2008: 125).

Varying views on who the Ingiloys are
1. The story of Madlena and Alisia
I met Alisia and Madlena during the Christian festival Kurmukhoba in
Qax (Kakhi). Among other topics, we discussed the term ‘Ingiloy’:
Nino: What does Ingiloy mean?
Alisia: Ingiloy means newly-converted.
Nino: Do you class yourself as Ingiloys?
Alisia: No, we aren’t Ingiloys. We don’t use the term at all.
Nino: Why not?
Madlena: What does Ingiloy mean? You said you’re writing a dissertation on
that? Then think about what it means yourself!
Nino: | have an idea, but I’'m interested in your explanation. Otherwise I might
misunderstand something.
(Alisia interrupts the conversation)
Alisia: You’re right. In such cases it is necessary to question the locals.

% Eniseli was the medieval name of Oliabad.
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Madlena: If we called ourselves Ingiloys, that would mean we used to be Tatars
and then changed our beliefs. However, we have never changed our beliefs. We
couldn’t be converted (mourdzulebeli vikavit). We were never Ingiloys, we’re
Georgians. We refer to each other as Georgian or Heren.

Nino: But why? In Georgia everyone who lives in Azerbaijan und speaks
Georgian is known as Ingiloy, or?

(Alisia interrupts the conversation)

Alisia: generally we call the area Saingilo. (Place where Ingiloys live)

Nino: Are you going to Kurmukhi (church)?

(Both agree)

Nino: | have heard that people from the whole district gather there.

Madlena: From the whole district! You’ll see yourself; there’ll be a lot of
Tatars. There was a dispute about the church! They claim it’s Albanian and not
Georgian.

Nino: Do visitors also come from Zagatala?

Madlena: (Annoyed) why would they come here? They’re Muslims!

Nino: But the Azerbaijanis come, t00?

Madlena: They (the Azerbaijanis) know. (She means the Azerbaijanis know the
church and are aware of its meaning).

Alisia: Those who come are only from our district. The church is holy for them,
too. They claim the church belongs to them (as Albanian descendants).

Nino: Don’t you have any contact with them? (With Muslim Ingiloys)

Alisia: Not kinsman-like, they’re Muslims!

Nino: Don’t you know anyone from there?

Alisia: Yes, | lived together with a few Oliabadler in Thilisi.

Nino: What do you call them?

Alisia: I don’t know (short pause). I don’t know a term for them! I don’t call
them Ingiloys either. More likely Oliabadler. They’ve all got Azerbaijani
surnames. Do you know what’s really bad? They don’t understand that they
used to be Georgians and then changed their faith. They are neither Georgians
nor Azerbaijanis. I can’t call them Azerbaijani, because they speak Georgian!

This example (of Alisia and Madlena) represents an emic perspective
and shows that religion plays a great role in the exclusion process of others and
inclusion of one’s own. However, the example also shows that religion is not
the only deciding factor, and that other factors e.g. language and lifestyle must
also be considered. It is worth mentioning the observation that the reaction of
both my Christian and Muslim informants was based on resistance and denial of
a common (joint) name.

219



Madlena claims that the Qax-inhabitants are not Ingiloys, but
Georgians. In Mosul it was often indicated that the Mosul inhabitants are the
real Ingiloys and not the Qax inhabitants.

Two configurations of religion and ethnicity are apparent:

1. To equate Georgian nationality with Christian orthodox faith, therefore
excluding Islam from the scheme;

2. To equate Ingiloy ethnicity with Islam and the exclusion of the Christian
orthodox faith.

Neither their common history nor their common language can break the
‘borders’ (Barth, 1998 [1969]). Sometimes the borders are not explicit and
crucial, but sometimes, such as at the above-mentioned festival, they
demonstrate their significant power and are clearly a major focus. Madlena is
upset and annoyed at the thought that the Zagatala- Ingiloys also visit the
church. Why is this possibility considered to be unacceptable when it’s a fact
that ethnic Azerbaijanis (who are also Muslims) visit Kurmukhi, which is
commonly recognized by Christian Qax inhabitants? The women explain these
guestions with regional and historical based reasoning. According to Madlena
and Alisia, the Azerbaijanis see the Kurmukhi church as their own cultural
heritage and can identify with it.

Additionally, I would like to look more closely at Alisia’s final two
sentences. “They are neither Georgians nor Azerbaijanis. I can’t call them
Azerbaijani, because they speak Georgian!” In this passage another border and
dimension of identity becomes clear — language as a sign of identity. When
talking about the Georgian language, the division within the group and the
religion-based ‘exclusion’ are no longer relevant. The definition of the ‘we-
group’ (Elwert, 1989) is redefined und both Muslims and Christians feel united
through language.

2.Adas.

I met Adas in Azerbaijani village where | was as a guest. | noticed that Adas,
similar to other ethnic Azerbaijanis referred to me, as tomis Giircii and was
interested in this term.

Nino: Who is ‘tomisGiircii ‘?

Adas: Someone, who is a real Georgian.

Nino: What are the Mosul inhabitants called here?

Adas: Giirci

Nino: What is the difference between Giircili and tomisGiircii?

Adas: There are also Georgians there (in Georgia), and there are Georgians
here, but these (he meant Mosul and Oliabad inhabitants) are Azerbaijanis.
Nino: What do you call people from the Qax region?
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Adas: ‘tomis gurcii‘live there, too.

Nino: and they’re also Azerbaijanis?

Adas: No, they are Georgians.

Nino: How do you differentiate?

Adas: What do I know? [na bilim] These (Mosul inhabitants) are ours and have
Islam. In Qax they are christiyane (Christian)

Nino: Oh, so ‘tamis Giircii’ is someone, who is xagporast?

Adas: Yes, yes (Kopanokei, 27.07.09.)

Adas®’ represents the ethical perspective of my interviewees. External

groups also categorize in a similar way to internal groups, especially regarding
religion. The first categorization: tomis gurcii refers to Georgians from Georgia
and Georgians from Qax. The second categorization: Georgian/Azerbaijanis
refers to Ingiloys from Zagatala. An explanation for Adas somewhat
complicated categorizations can be found in the writings of Sahin Mustafayev
(Mustafayev, 2005: 2007) and Aliaga Mamedli (Momedli: 2008). The authors
speak about official Azerbaijani historiography and the ethno-genesis of the
Azerbaijanis and point out those formulations such as — Who are the
Azerbaijanis? Have constantly changed over decades, starting with the pre-
soviet period.
Were they Muslims? (Momedli: 2008) Simply Azerbaijanis? Caucasian
Albanians? Descendants of the Oghus-Turks? Or descendants of various
indigenous groups from different religions and ethnic backgrounds, who, in
primeval times, settled in the territory of what today is Azerbaijan?
(Mustafayev, 2007: 104). Ethno-historic and ethno-territorial principles of
forming identity were molded by tsarist and soviet ideologies (ibid.) and
redefined after the collapse of the Soviet Union (1991).

Likewise, the Ingiloy identity and its borders are elastic, complex and
varied®, Sometimes the borders are explicit and permanent sometimes they fade
and blend, such as in the case of the religious festival Kurmukhoba. Here it is
clear that religious and geographical borders intertwine and regional affiliation
has a great effect on behavior and attitude. On the other hand, the outer
perspective of the group is shown (in Adas’ case) when religious affiliation
causes geographical affiliation to become secondary. To fully understand this
specific problem, one must consider in detail not only the historical, but also

%7 | had a lot of similar information about both the emic and etic (Harris 1976) perceptions so that
here Madlena, Alisia and Adas are representative examples of these perceptions.

88 Ethnicity of Ingiloy emigrants or dual-citizenship also offers interesting examples concerning
identity.
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running political, economic, and social developments and look analytically at
the situation.

To finish the perspective discussion | would like to quote the definition
of Ingiloy from my host, Ramil’s, point of view, who is himself Ingiloy and a
politically involved local player, and who could be seen as a kind of ‘ethnic
leader’ for Ingiloys. “The fact that Ingiloy has established itself as a nationality
over centuries (meaning ethnicity) creates a feeling of insult in Georgia. We are
not Azerbaijanis. He/she would sacrifice himself/herself for the Ingiloy
ethnicity. If you go back to our roots, you would see that we belonged to
Georgia, but are now so assimilated with the Azerbaijanis that we have
detached ourselves from Georgia. We are the <bridge, between Azerbaijan and
Georgia. Why shouldn’t these nations follow this way and consider the Ingiloys
as a ‘bridge’? (Ramil, born 1975; conversation on 26.06.09).

From Ramil’s perspective, the formation of the Ingiloy identity is
anchored on state recognition, social use and subjective awareness of desired
and undesired affiliation. At the same time, Ramil calls attention to the process
of breaking from the old, and integrating into a new sense of affiliation. What is
happening to the Ingiloy group corresponds with Barth’s scheme of ethnicity,
namely penetrability and the possibility to cross borders between ethnic groups
and by doing so change the affiliation (Barth, 1998).

Conclusion

L If you do not agree with your neighbour’s classification, this may only signify
that you have a somewhat or wholly different basis for drawing symbolic circles
around things.” (Srauss, 2005: 22)

In this paper, | have attempted to describe the religious and lingual
affiliation of the Ingiloys and various attitudes and categorizations from within
and from outside the group. I have shown that the formal label ‘Ingiloy’ based
on national ascriptions and attributions is not very useful. As in the above-
mentioned quote from Anselm Strauss, Christian and Muslim Ingiloys have or
choose different viewpoints to define things around them (Strauss, 2005: 22).
Their affiliation is situational and multiple. The affiliation stereotypes are
dependent on time and place and the validity of the attributes vary. Religion and
language form the identity criteria, in which the relationships of individuals to
the Ingiloy group, and therefore their description of the group-structure and
characteristics, become clear. They form the grouping in the imaginary Ingiloy
unit, whose boundaries (Barth, 1998) are symbolically marked and imprecise.
Therefore, the relevance of the categories and discourses, which determine the
«cultural stuff, (Barth, 1998: 15) in the daily life of the Ingiloys is ambiguous.
The relation between religion, language, ethnicity and their boundaries is
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complicated. The group members pass between different domains of affiliation,
different «sense of belonging, (Hunt, 2005: 127) and place different importance
on faith and affiliation. In this complex process new dynamics of inclusion /
exclusion appear and boundaries are not only crossed, but new ones are created
(Pelkmans, 2009; 2003).
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Tamaz Putkaradze

The Prospects for Ethnic Conflicts Solution in the Context of the Strategic
Interests of the Superpowers

After the collapse of the soviet system, the newly formed states faced
the problems of the citizenship and identity, integration and globalization,
separatist trends. Georgia experienced the same processes where the anti-
Georgian demographic policy resulted in foundation of the compact settlements
of different ethnic groups having the risk of conflict. Thereof two regions got
into the conflict. The salvation of this problems may lie in the usage of such
significant levers like the activation of the negotiations based on the ‘preventive
diplomacy’ and mutual compromise, the use of the existing resources in full
(the ethnical and demographic composition of the Abkhazian population, the
elimination of the fear of revanchism in Abkhazian and Ossetian population,
etc.).
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©9396%0gd0
REVIEWS

§0093%6 bygodgowo

09396%os foabbg “Excursion in the Caucasus. From the black sea to the
Caspian Sea 1875-1881” by Mme Carla Serena, Peter F. Skinner (ed.),
Narikala Publications Inc., 2015

The volume “Excursion in the Caucasus. From the black sea to the
Caspian Sea 1875-1881” by Mme Carla Serena, ed. Peter F. Skinner, Narikala
Publications Inc., 2015, is a collection of articles, by Carla Serena®, the traveler
who visited Georgia at the end of the XIX century. The book is highly valuable
for the scholars interested in the culture and everyday life of Georgia. The
author is describing in details her voyage throughout Georgia. She visited
several regions of Georgia: Adjara, Samegrelo. Abkhazia, Kakheti, Guria, Kartli
and Samtskhe-Javakheti. The volume consists of the main text — the articles in
the form of exhaustive diaries, where each chapter has at the end the comments
explaining the geographical or historical realities. The two short pieces as
appendixes are also added unfolding the situation regarding the education and
photography in Georgia of the 19" century. The selected bibliography with the
comments will navigate the interested reader to the works on region.

The introduction by Peter Skinner, the editor of the volume brings light
to the circumstances of creation of the book as well as the personality of Carla
Serena, born Caroline Hartog-Morgenstein. The editor is evaluating the
importance of the book and the data displayed by the author.

On my behalf, I’ll add that in spite of the fragmented description of the
political context of the time period, the everyday life events narrated in the text
have a great implication for catching the Zeitgeist. Carla Serena has a very nice
manner of narration: she tells the story happened with her, what has she seen,

o 3965 bgMgbs (39OHME0L 3oMEHM dmMygbd@s0bo) 1820 Fawl o0dsws 6E3gM39630,
35™3OHMd©s mb™bIo, FgMs bGo@EH0gdL b6339M3960wo JMboserolmgol. 1874 gl
356 s0fiym bromfierosbo Imybom®mds 8390090080, HMlgmol 03396008 BHgHoGMMm0sbDY,
069030, 933033930, dobs ofa®y, LoM0Sd0, WOBdBLS s LudgMAbYTo. 1975 gl
30BLEBGH0bg3Mmdo  Fgmxds  aosfY30ds  0byeoldo  LodoBmzgml  asg3wom
©dOYBIOMOYM. GHM330DMb0sb Bs300s domvddo s Fglodwgdenmds dogEs dmg3wm
Lodo®Mmzgguml  3mmbggdo. LmMg, 58 3900m©do bsbsbo s gobaowo smdgdos
LG9GJOoL byM05d0, Mo3 HoMdmygbowos 3o@gh Lgobgmol Joge asdmEgdme fogabdo.

234



whom has she met and gives some comparisons and explanations. Very rich
language, almost poetical chronicle gives a deep impression of the everyday life
atmosphere in the region. Each chapter has the comments that are assisting the
reader to drive through the wide range of toponyms, local terms and events.

Carla Serena is interested in the social structure and ethnic constitution
of the society, governing system, social relations and interactions. There is
described the activities of the “council of elders” in some areas; the habit of
blood feud (in the text mentioned as vendetta); burial and marriage rituals;
Georgian banquette — supra, hospitality rites and institutions, etc. She pays a big
attention to the religious rites, holidays and sacred cites. The churches and
monasteries are described in very details starting from the geographical
situation ending with the treasures maintained there. The holidays as Easter,
New Year celebrations, days of some saints or such festival as Keenoba are
portrayed colorfully, giving an idea of their functional meanings and
involvement of the different layers of the society into the celebrations. One
might debate the comparison of some elements of Georgian culture to the
Eastern, European or North Caucasian habits, but the description itself is so well
elaborated and reported that it has already a substantial value.

The topics reviewed in the volume are covering all elements of the local
culture: the economic activities, agricultural tools, rites connected to such
activities, forms of possession, natural resources, exchange practices and places,
resources and goods, also the railway routes, roads and paths, transportation
means, clothing, musical culture etc. The living style of Abkhaz, Armenian and
German communities is also displayed.

This is a sight of outsider, point of view of Westerner to the fascinating
world of the Caucasus providing a reader with the wide range of information,
trying to analyze the process of transformation going on. Carla Serena is
underlining the combination of old customs and novelties, especially in the
urban areas. The data are worth to be circulated within the scholarly space and
not only.

In general the fascinating narration, picturesque landscape images,
detailed descriptions of the travel and all events met on the way attract the
attention and reader can hardly give up the volume. The text is richly illustrated
by the wonderful drawings after the photographs and this is an additional
enticement. The book might be extremely interesting for the ethnographers and
historians of the region as well as to the ordinary reader appealed by the text as
a literary piece.
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