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Mode of Life and Folklore of the Georgian Jews
RESUME

Scientific and technological advance with their negative processes,
attended with the depletion or entire vanishing of ancient cultural tradi-
tions - are being much discussed today.

To consider the problem at hand in relation with the Jewish culture, it
should be taken i mm account lhal the repalnaled part of the Jews, cncmed
on the alien to a crude p
for developing the mode of life and culluml traditions it had ﬂslahhshed
over the period of persecution. Hence, one may assume that in the history
of the Jews’ returning to their historical motherland after a long separation

- every year if not a decade, represents one page lost out of many in oral
annals of the nation, restoration of w!uch in the future i is impossible.

Under the ci ng of the stuff, ing mode of life
and culture of the Jews in a non-h ical homeland, its install and
scientific wblicauon ‘become vital. To serve these objectives is a target
goal of th athand, i he basis of the data, enshrined

in Shota Rustaveli Institute of the Gemg;anhzexatum and Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University Folklore Archives. Besides the material of 30sand
80s of XX century, this collection implies data on several folklore samples,
attained through an expeditional work of 1998. The collection stuff strictly
falls into following themes: Religious and Moral Legends, Fairy Tales, Cus-
toms and Habits, Ritual and Magic Folklore. The notes indicate the place
and date of the recorded text together with the data on the story teller.

The collection is dedicated to 2600 annr y of the Jews settling in
Georgia.
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About the International Research
Center for East-West Relations

The International Research Center for East-West Relations is
a non-governmental organization founded by a group of leading
‘Georgian scientists and political figures in the Decemberof 1993,
on the basis of Academician of the Georgian Academy of Sci-
ences G. Tsereteli Institute for Oriental Studies. As a broad In-
ternational orientation structure of complex subjects, the Center
is targeted on assisting East-West interrelation global problems in
historical, cultural and political aspects with the promotion of
research work. Besides, along with the exploration of history and
religion and their other interrelations in the region of Transcau-
casia, the Center is dealing with a scientific working out of social-
economic, ethnopolitical, ecological and other topical problems
of the world to date. The Center organizes seminars, simposia
and conferences with the participation of Georgian and foreign
experts, furthering other forms of creative collaboration among
scientists. Eduard Shevardnadze, the President of Georgia, is the
President of the International Research Center for East-West
Relations, where Academician Tamaz Gamkrelidze is the Chair-
man and Doctor of Economical Sciences Vazha Lortkipanidze
is the Vice-President.

Among the honorable members of the International Research
Center for East-West Relations are elected: Doctor Zbigniew
Brzezinski, the former UN Organization Secretary General
Boutros Boutros Ghali, the President of Turkey Suleiman
Demireli, the ex-President of the USA Jimmy Carter, the former
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‘USA secretaries General George Shultz and James Baker, Di-

rector of the Congress Library of the USA Doctor James Billing- | »

ton, the American Businessman and Maecenas George Soros,
the Prime Minister of Turkey Mesut Ilmaz.

THE INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH CENTER FOR
EAST-WEST RELATIONS

Director Felix Kalandarishvili

The Institute for Oriental Studies
3, Acad. G. Teereteli st.,

380062, Thilisi, Georgia,
Tel/Fax  (995-32) 29-09-25
e-mail: ircewr@caucasus.net
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