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President Zurabsihvili pardons co-founder
of the opposition Mtavari Arkhi TV Channel
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By VErRONIKA MALINBOYM

n April 27, President of Georgia Salome

Zurabishvili pardoned the co-founder of the op-
position Mtavari Arkhi TV Channel Giorgi Rurua as
some members of the country’s opposition bloc entered
the Parliament. In a post on her official Facebook page
President Zurabishvili welcomed the beginning of the
first stage of the implementation of the EU-proposed
agreement, and emphasized that by signing the par-
don of Giorgi Rurua, she kept to her word:

“I welcome the fulfillment of the first phase of the
agreement! On my part, I kept my word and signed
the act of pardon! Congratulations on the election of
Kakha Kuchava as the Speaker of the Parliament!
Congratulations to all the MPs who used the mandate
given by the people for the first time today and en-
tered the Parliament! Good luck to everyone!”, read
the post.

Shortly after his release, Giorgi Rurua spoke to jour-
nalists and urged all political parties to enter the par-
liament:

“Now Nika [Melia] should leave prison quickly as
well. I think National Movement and other parties
should enter the parliament.”

Co-founder of the opposition-minded Mtavari Arkhi
TV Channel was detained on charges of the illegal
possession and carrying of the firearm in 2019, and,
despite the opposition’s repeated calls for his release,
was sentenced to four years in prison in by Thbilisi
City Court in July 2020. The country’s opposition bloc
refers to him as a political prisoner and continue stat-
ing that his detention and the consequent sentence
were politically motivated.

On April 19, President Zurabishvili announced that
she would pardon Rurua if the opposition parties en-
ter the Parliament and sign the EU-backed agreement.
In her tweet earlier last week, the president of Geor-
gia stated that she would take it upon herself to end
the political deadlock:

“Pardon is not a political decision. It must not be
subject to interference, pressure, or negotiations. But I
take upon myself the duty to end the deadlock. I will
pardon, but only once the parties sign the final agree-
ment and the EU/US announce that an agreement has
been reached,” President Zurabishvili said in her post.
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Agreement between opposition bloc and
government reached, problems remain

By MALKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

he mediation of the Presi

dent of the Council of Eu-
rope Charles Michel ended suc-
cessfully, Georgian Dream and
part of the opposition signed a
document with the hopeful title
“The future path for Georgia.”
However, the main part is to
meet the requirements written
in the document in the rather
extensive paragraphs.

Strange as it may seem, if the
boycott was the basis for the
unity of the opposition, the con-
sent document proposed by
Charles Michel caused a great
disagreement in the opposition.

United National Movement,
European Georgia, and the
Labour Party refused to sign. In
their view, the proposed docu-
ment is imperfect and allows a
number of points to be inter-
preted differently, which would
allow the government not to ac-
tually implement the ambitious
electoral reform, rule of law, or
judicial reform mentioned in the
document.

Politicians remaining in the
boycott regime and their pro-gov-
ernment activists have accused

opposition members of parlia-
ment of betraying the principles,
saying that if the opposition had
remained united, it would have
been possible to get a much bet-
ter document from the mediator.

According to the opposition,
who signed the existing docu-
ment, the tense international
context, the importance of the
support of the European Union
and the United States for Geor-
gia should be taken into account.
According to them, the docu-
ment proposed by Charles Michel
was better than the document
previously presented by
Danielson, and at the same time
it was a request from European
friends, the mediator’s last at-
tempt to reach an agreement,
the rejection of which would jeop-
ardize Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic
prospects.

The main contentious issues
between the government and the
opposition are still the release of
political prisoners Giorgi Rurua
and Nika Melia and the issue of
holding early parliamentary
elections. Georgian Dream used
to call these points the ‘red line’
which the opposition shouldn’t
have crossed and refused to dis-

cuss it. Now, as a result of ne-
gotiations, President Salome
Zurabishvili pardoned Giorgi
Rurua. As for Nika Melia, the
issue of his release is still un-
clear. Melia refuses to pay bail,
even if it is paid by an EU-led
non-governmental organization.
Opposition groups called for an
end to the amnesty law, which
would bring Melia freedom.

The law will be initiated next
Tuesday, but has already caused
a great deal of perturbation. In
the amnesty law, the Georgian
Dream envisages the police of-
ficers guilty of ‘Gavrilov’s night’
and the termination of the inves-
tigation against the people who
ordered the raid, whose identi-
ties have not been determined
yet.

The victims of the police do not
agree with this and Nika Melia
himself is against getting such
an amnesty. The authorities, if
they wish, could find other ways
to release Melia. For example,
Deputy Public Defender Giorgi
Burjanadze focused on Article 70
of the Criminal Code, which al-
lows a person to be released from
criminal liability if it is found
that imposing legal liability is

inappropriate due to a change in
circumstances.

However, we will probably
witness the payment of bail
again and, most importantly, the
debate on the amnesty law,
which will also involve the oppo-
sition in parliament. If they sup-
port the amnesty of the guilty
police officers, they will be se-
verely criticized.

The largest opposition force,
the National Movement, will
agree to enter parliament only
if Melia is released from prison
as per the government’s deci-
sion. The main demand of the
opposition was to call early par-
liamentary elections or to hold a
plebiscite on early parliamentary
elections. Georgian Dream used
to categorically ruled out the
possibility of holding snap elec-
tions.

The signed document holds
the following reservation: early
parliamentary elections will be
called in case the Georgian
Dream receives less than 43% of
the true proportional votes in the
October 2021 local elections.

This idea used to cause dis-
agreement as the government in
the self-government elections

would have a great resource to
win votes in the elections. The
third president of Georgia
Mikheil Saakashvili welcomed
the signed document and said
that the defeat of the Georgian
Dream in the local elections,
which, in his opinion, is very
much possible. Saakashvili
stated he would arrive in Geor-
gia ahead of the local elections,
prompting ironic comments
from his opponents.

Saakashvili often talks about
arriving in Georgia, but Geor-
gian Dream threatens him with
imprisonment.

Government officials have al-
ready stated they have won by
signing the document of Charles
Michel with the opposition, the
opposition has broken up, the
majority of the boycotting bloc
has entered the parliament, and,
as for the upcoming local elec-
tions, Georgian Dream expects
‘a convincing victory.’

As for the near future chal-
lenges, the issue of Nika Melia
needs resolving. After the boy-
cott of most of the opposition par-
ties in the parliament, the cur-
rent legislature of Georgia
adopted a multi-party model.

(Georgian opposition parties enter parliament
after 6-month boycott
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By VErRONIKA MALINBOYM

E arlier yesterday, a number
of representatives of
Georgia’s opposition bloc entered
the parliament after boycotting
their mandates for almost six

months. Individual MPs of the
United National Movement and
European Georgia parties, as
well as opposition MPs from the
Strategy Agmashenebeli, Lelo,
Girchi-More Freedom, and Re-
publican parties, joined the par-

liament session on April 27.

Upon their arrival in the par-
liament building, the opposition
MPs were met with a large
crowd calling them ‘slaves’ and
‘traitors.” Participants of the
rally also asked the opposition
MPs “why they abandoned them”
to which the MPs said that they
did not.

MP and member of the oppo-
sition United National Move-
ment party who also entered the
Parliament stated earlier that
today marks the new page of the
political history of Georgia:

“Today, we open a new page
in the political history of our
country, as we begin to imple-
ment the agreement reached
with the direct participation of
the President of the European
Council Charles Michel. This
agreement, which we have
signed, and are here to imple-
ment today in the Georgian leg-
islature, is a path to a European
future, and we hope that its
spirit and none of its clauses will
be violated”, MP Samadashvili
added.

Similarly, the leader of the
Strategy Aghmashenebeli party

Giorgi Vashadze, who entered
the parliament among, thanked
Georgia’s European and western
partners for helping reach an
agreement, and stated that there
are still some struggles that will
have to be resolved in the future:

“This is a valuable document
for our country. Many thanks to
our European and Western part-
ners. Most importantly, [we
should remember that] there are
still a lot of difficult days ahead
of us at the parliamentary de-
bates”, Vashadze said.

The opposition United Na-
tional Movement party which
won the majority of opposition
seats in parliament, as well as
the European Georgia and
Labour parties, have not yet
signed the EU-proposed agree-
ment and did not enter the Par-
liament today. Earlier last
week, Georgia’s Western and
European partners, as well as
the dip corps present in the
country, repeatedly called for
the opposition parties to end the
boycott, sign the agreement and
claim their seats in the parlia-
ment.
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From next week, 78 new vaccination centers will be opened in Georgia.

By NATALIA KOCHIASHVILI

inister of Health
Ekaterine Tikaradze an-
nounced that starting next
week, additional 78 vaccination
centers will open in Georgia.
The decision was made at the

meeting of the Immunization
Council.

“The network will be signifi-
cantly expanded. More than 100
groups have already been
trained and in total, there will
be 178 centers in Georgia, where
the vaccination process will be

held.”

All citizens over the age of 18
can register for a vaccination
with Sinopharm. The vaccina-
tion portal opened last evening.
Citizens can register on the
website booking.moh.gov.ge.

Vaccination with Chinese

100 Russian Ruble - 4.6121;

O a .

Swiss Franc - 3.7811

Citizens of Georgia over 18 years of age will be able to
register for vaccination with Sinopharm.

Sinopharn will start on May 4.

Tikaradze stated there are
numerous studies that prove
Sinopharm is a safe vaccine for
citizens between the ages of 18
and 60, adding it is the reason
why the Council relied on the
international decision.

To the question - what will
the Ministry of Health do if
WHO does not grant authoriza-
tion to Sinopharm and whether
the vaccination will be stopped,
the Minister of Health answers:
“Sinopharm is safe. In addition,
we rely on the decision of strict
regulators in which countries
vaccination with Sinopharm is
underway. Millions of people
have already been vaccinated
with the Sinopharm vaccine.”

As for the effectiveness of
Sinopharm, according to

Tikaradze, the priority is to re-
duce the death rate: “It is im-
portant to use all possibilities to
prevent our citizens from becom-
ing infected.”

The minister informed that
Georgia would receive 43 thou-
sand doses of AstraZeneca vac-
cine by April 30 and 43 thousand
more in May. 250 000 doses of
Sinophram will arrive in June,
and up to a million doses of Pfizer
are expected to be received, but
the date hasn’t been specified so
far.

Note that as of April 27, in the
last 24 hours, 1578 cases of the
virus infection were confirmed,
909 citizens recovered, and 17
died.

According to the NCDC data,
a total of 40,095 vaccinations
have been administered.

Average gas supply sourcing
costs declined in most EU
Member States and the Energy
Community Contracting Parties
(including Georgia, Moldova and
Ukraine) by more than *4/MWh
year on year, according to a pre-
liminary assessment of the EU
Agency for the Cooperation for
Energy Regulators (ACER) and
the Energy Community.

The assessment measures the
average yearly price at which
nationwide suppliers can source
their wholesale gas. The calcu-
lation considers the prices of
products traded at national hubs,
as well as declared cross-border
gas imports and domestically
produced gas.

The main drivers of the price
decline were the demand reduc-
tion caused by COVID-19 and
the highest-ever liquefied natu-
ral gas (LNG) deliveries regis-
tered during the first half of
2020. These resulted in histori-
cally low EU hub spot prices in
the second quarter of 2020.

The assessment also revealed
that only Ukraine, who pro-
gressed with gas market re-
forms, 1s reaping the benefits
through more correlated gas
prices with EU hubs, demon-
strating the benefits of market
integration. Due to limited up-
stream supply competition and
lack of market liberalisation gas
prices were still higher in the
majority of the Contracting Par-
ties than in the EU.

(Gas supply costs hit
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record low levels in
2020 demonstrating the benefits of the EU




