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By Veronika Malinboym

On May 4, Georgia continued to im-
plement the nationwide vaccination 

program, now using the Chinese-manu-
factured Sinopharm vaccine. According 
to the latest data of the Georgian Centre 
for the Disease Control, a total of 17,613 
people aged over 18 have already regis-
tered to get a shot of the Sinopharm vac-
cine since April 27. The centre reported 
the vaccination with Sinopharm will be 
carried out in 33 medical centres and 
with the help of 33 specially trained bri-
gades of professionals, and starting from 
May 5, vaccination will also be available 
in 44 additional medical centres. Earlier 
today, Head of the Georgia’s Center for 
Disease Control Amiran Gamkrelidze 
received his shot of the Sinopharm 
vaccine at the University Hospital in 
Tbilisi while being broadcasted live on 
the national TV. 

This Tuesday, during a briefing, 
Amiran Gamkrelidze called for Georgian 
citizens not to be agitated by the new In-
dian strain of the COVID-19, which, ac-
cording to him, has not yet been detected 
in Georgia, although there is a chance 
that it has already entered the country:

“Please do not get anxious about this 
Indian strain. A powerful epidemic in 
India is not caused by the Indian strain 
only, it is a British strain – we call it 
double mutation. The Indian strain 
does, of course, exist, but the cases are 
much fewer. There is a chance that it is 
already present in Georgia, but we come 
across British strain much more often,” 
Gamkrelidze explained. 
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In another briefing that took place 
earlier today, Deputy Minister of Health 
Tamar Gabunia announced that ad-
ditional doses of AstraZeneca vaccine 
will be delivered to Georgia on May 6, 
and that Georgia is expecting to acquire 
additional doses of Pfizer vaccine via the 
Covax platform. 

As of the last 24 hours, a total of 788 
new cases of COVID-19 have been con-
firmed in the country, 1,206 have made a 
recovery and 20 people have died of coro-
navirus. The total number of confirmed 
cases in Georgia since February 2020 
has not reached 313,742, out of which, 
4,183 people have died and 313,742 have 
recovered. 

As of right now, 14,075 people remain 
infected with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The first steps on the way to implementing the agreement
By Malkhaz Matsaberidze

O n April 16, the first tan-
gible steps were taken 

to implement the agreement 
reached through the mediation 
of Charles Michel - opposition 
political parties that signed the 
agreement appeared in parlia-
ment, Giorgi Rurua was released 
from prison, but it is already 
clear from the fact that two bills 
on amnesty were adopted simul-
taneously, that the implementa-
tion of the agreement will have 
serious difficulties. 

The April 16 agreement 
marked a new dividing line in 
Georgian politics. The opposition 
in the boycott mode was divided 
into two parts. Twelve lawmakers 
were added to the legislature, but 
the document was not signed by 
the largest opposition party, the 
National Movement, and several 
other smaller parties (Labor, Giga 
Bokeria's European Georgia).

The confrontation between 
these two parts of the oppo-
sition became quite heated. 
The opposition remaining in 
the boycott regime argues that 
much better conditions could 
have been achieved and thus, 
the signatory politicians rushed 

Audit report of the Mountain Resorts  
Company sent to Prosecutor’s Office

Kakhi Kaladze's candidacy will 
no longer be supported.

Some also expect that Kaladze 
will leave the Georgian Dream 
altogether and may find him-
self in Giorgi Gakharia's new 
party with his team. The opinion 
was expressed that the ruling 
party would nominate Archil 
Talakvadze, who resigned from 
the post of the Speaker of the 
Parliament, as the Tbilisi may-
oral candidate.

Talakvadze's resignation was 
one of the surprises of the last 
week. It has been suggested that 
Talakvadze was ‘punished’ for 
signing the Charles Michel docu-
ment because it included a clause 
in disagreement with some par-
ties, including the need for 43% 
support.

The signing of the Charles 
Michel document aimed at reduc-
ing the extreme polarization in 
Georgian politics and restoring 
trust between the government 
and the opposition. However, the 
controversy is so great that it is 
difficult to assume a reduction in 
polarization, a mere controversy, 
taking place within the walls of 
Parliament. However, the oppo-
sition does not rule out protests 
outside the parliament.

By Natalia Kochiashvili

"Mountain Resorts Develop-
ment Company", a company 
subordinated to the Ministry of 
Economy, manages the resorts 
of Bakuriani, Goderdzi, Tetnuldi 
and Gudauri. By the end of April, 
the State Audit Office released 
a report on compliance with 
the company, which revealed a 
number of violations and was 
eventually sent to the investigat-
ing agency.

According to the audit report, 
the company signed contracts 
for projects worth ₾159 million 
while there were no construc-
tion permits issued for these 
projects. The audit states it is 
problematic when a state-owned 
company carries out unauthor-
ized construction. According to 
the conclusion, the construction 

started without a building permit 
may harm the environment or 
the population.

Unauthorized construction 
is not the only type of violation 
found by the State Audit Office in 
the company. Violations include 
unjustified spending on the bud-
get for tons of fuel.

Among others, another viola-
tion found by the audit office was 
the question of free subscrip-
tions issued by the company. 
Note, that the main income of 
the Mountain Resorts Develop-
ment Company is a state sub-
sidy of millions of GEL, which 
is received by the company for 
the construction of infrastruc-
ture. As an independent source 
of income, the company sells 
cable transport fees at resorts. 
The recently published report 
shows that the company dis-
tributes these seasonal tickets 
free of charge to its employees 
and  their family members as 
well as "VIPs". According to the 

report, in 2018-2019 alone, the 
company issued ₾261,000 worth 
of seasonal tickets to these indi-
viduals without even listing the 
identity of the owners of these 
seasonal passes.  Furthermore, 
the report clarifies that there are 
no criteria by which the so-called 
Issuance of ‘VIP’ season tickets 
is regulated.

The Audit Office also found 
problematic that the director of 
a company increased salary for 
himself without any justifica-
tion - as the agency estimates 
the director of the company is 
an ‘unauthorized person’ to in-
crease his own salary. The report 
emphasized  that the issuance of 
the order related to the increase 
of remuneration as a result of 
which from November 2016 to 
November 2018 the salary of the 
former director of the company 
was unjustifiably increased by 
a total of ₾109,021, violated the 
requirements of the current leg-
islation.

into it and made a mistake. The 
signatories of the Charles Michel 
document also argued that it 
was impossible to get a better 
version of the agreed document 
and that refusing to sign would 
create problems in relations with 
Western friends. For its part, the 
Georgian Dream considers the 
split in the opposition as its vic-
tory and tries to oppose the "con-
structive opposition" that signed 
the agreement document and the 
"destructive forces" remaining in 
the boycott regime, which is the 
National Movement. According 
to them, Saakashvili's plan and 
the tactics of the ‘National Move-
ment’ failed.

The main dispute between the 
two factions is over the ‘amnesty 
law’. The draft law registered by 
the Georgian Dream envisages 
pardoning of persons, both pro-
testors and police, charged for 
the ‘Gavrilov Night’ (June 19-21, 
2019), as well as the pardoning 
of those who may be found guilty 
in the future. 

Such an interpretation of the 
amnesty is unacceptable even to 
the opposition that signed the 
Charles Michel document. In 
their view, amnesty cannot be 
extended to offenders without 

the consent of the victims, and 
even more so to those who have 
given orders that are not identi-
fied today.

Lelo is going to demand the 
establishment of an investigation 
commission in the parliament to 
study the ‘Gavrilov Night’. Geor-
gian Dream considers it absurd, 
the implementation of the Lelo 
initiative needs 50 votes and will 
only be considered if National 
Movement enters the parliament.

Now the main issue is how 
Nika Melia will leave prison. He 
considers it wrong to accept the 
amnesty and said that he is ready 
to be released from prison on bail 
paid by the European Union. 
However, the Georgian Dream 
will still receive its preferred ver-
sion of the amnesty, with the res-
ervation that if anyone does not 
want to receive the amnesty, they 
can refuse and remain in prison.

According to Western friends, 
Nika Melia should leave prison 
and the National Movement 
should enter the parliament to 
carry out the reforms outlined in 
the agreement document.

Nika Melia at the same time 
emphasizes the need to maintain 
the unity of the opposition, as 
there are local self-government 

elections ahead, which also had 
the function of a kind of referen-
dum on early elections. According 
to the agreement, if the Georgian 
Dream fails to get 43% of the vote 
in the proportional part of the 
elections, early parliamentary 
elections will be called in 2022.

According to opposition par-
ties, the Georgian Dream will not 
be able to collect this amount of 
votes. Mikheil Saakashvili, who 
is in Ukraine, demanded that he 
be allowed to return to Georgia 
before the self-government elec-
tions. According to him, in any 
case, he will definitely return to 
Georgia and help defeat Bidzina 
Ivanishvili's party.

However, it is clear that the 
ruling party does not think so 
and will do everything to succeed 
in the elections. Prime Minister 
Irakli Gharibashvili has already 
announced that ₾500 million will 
be allocated to finance self-gov-
ernment projects. It is clear that 
the government has a certain 
advantage over the opposition in 
self-government elections.

One of the main intrigues 
ahead of the upcoming local 
elections is who the Georgian 
Dream will nominate as a Tbilisi 
mayoral candidate. It seems that 

 Free seasonal tickets for mountain lifts issued to employees and their VIPs is 
problematic, according to the Audit Office.


