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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY NATALIA KOCHIASHVILI

The subsidy for utilities has become
more targeted and from now on, the

subsidy will be given to the people who
need it the most. The increase in elec-
tricity tariffs will be subsidized for a mil-
lion people. Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili informed about it at the
beginning of the government session.
According to him, the decision will take
effect in January and will be valid
throughout the year.

“We will subsidize a significant part of
the population, about a million people,
with the increase in electricity tariffs.
This applies to target groups, those with
social scores below 150 thousand points.”
PM said, adding that this program has
been in place since the day the pandemic
started, it lasted for 2 years, it ended in
January and now it has been extended
for the socially vulnerable people - popu-
lation most in need.

On January 1, 2021, the GNERC (En-
ergy and Water Supply Regulatory Com-
mission) approved an increased electric-
ity tariff in Georgia, but the government
subsidized the tariffs of some household
and commercial customers and covered
the increased costs from the budget. As
the PM announced at yesterday’s govern-
ment session, this time the state will
subsidize the increased tariff only for those
with social scores below 150 thousand
points within the first 200 kilowatts.

Before that, when the increase in the
networks of “Telmiko” and “Energo-Pro”
was set at 3.5 tetri for each category, then
PM Giorgi Gakharia launched the
subsugy project which would finance the
difference between the new and old tar-
iffs and the increase wouldn’t be trans-
ferred to the population. All household
customers who consumed up to 300 kilo-
watts of electricity per month were funded
3.5 tetris from the budget. This was a
maximum of  10.5 per month per sub-
scriber. 456 thousand subscribers con-
nected to “Telasi” network received an
average subsidy of  4.16 per month on
the electricity tariff, while 809 thousand
subscribers of “Energo-Pro” received an

Gov’t to Subsidize Increased
Electricity Tariff for Million Citizens

average subsidy of  3.70 per month.
According to the GNERC,  54.2 mil-
lion was spent on this subsidy in Janu-
ary-October.

The Government of Georgia also an-
nounced after the session about creating
a new type of Special Financial Zones
which will be located on 110 hectares in
Tbilisi and Gonio. These zones are sup-
posed to bring the status of a regional fi-
nancial center of Georgia. Legislative
changes are needed first, and the govern-
ment will be consulted on the model of
these financial centers by Rothschild In-
vestment Holding, with which the gov-
ernment signed a contract in December.

These centers will focus on fintechs, as-
set management companies, trading com-
panies and so on.

“Special financial zones will offer in-
ternational companies legal regimes
based on common law principles, as well
as regulatory and fiscal regimes based on
international experience. Most impor-
tantly, more than half of the employees
of companies operating in these zones
must be Georgian citizens. Ultimately,
we assume that this will contribute to
the development of the capital market,”
Gharibashvili said.

In addition, Gharibashvili signed a
resolution amending the Government of

Georgia ¹188 of October 22, 2009 “On
Defining the List of Regulatory Bodies of
Other Countries or Interstate Pharma-
ceutical Products.” He announced that it
will be possible to import high quality and
low cost GMP standard medicines from
the Turkish market in accordance with
the GMP standard - the law to require
this standard for importers is currently
being drafted. Minister of Healthcare
Azarashvili says that the market is fully
open and as a result of this decision, prices
are supposed to be reduced for 200 medi-
cines.

“Several months ago, on the instruc-
tions of the PM, the Competition Agency
studied the pharmaceutical market, to go
through all the nuances that could be
found to reduce the prices of medicines.
The first step, which was considered ur-
gent after doing this research, is to open
the Turkish market. There are about 200
medicines, studied by different ap-
proaches, which in Turkey, for example,
cost 5 GEL and with us 10 times more.
In some medicines the margins go up to
1000%.” Azarashvili.

Recall that the Competition Agency
published the report 1.5 years after in-
struction and made 13 recommendations
to the state, including the need to define
the rules for indicating generic medicines
in medical prescriptions, as well as the
introduction of GMP standards and an
electronic prescription system. The docu-
ment deals with the structure of the phar-
maceutical companies themselves and
their organizational arrangement. The
Competition Agency calls on the state to
impose restrictive norms on the market
holding structure.

The PM also instructed the Minister
of Health to cooperate with the relevant
parliamentary committees and set up a
working group to work on amendments
to the legislation.

Gharibashvili stated that from January 17 it will be possible to import high quality GMP standard
medicines from the Turkish market.

PM instructs the Health Minister to set up a working group based on the recommendation of the Competition Agency.
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Weather

Tuesday, January 18

Day Clear
High: 5°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: -3°C

Wednesday, January 19

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 4°C

Night  Overcast
Low: -1°C
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Politics
Exchange Rates:   US Dollar - 3.0811;    Euro - 3.5183; GBP - 4.2162;     100 Russian Ruble - 4.0213;       Swiss Franc - 3.3729

BY KHATIA BZHALAVA

Within the framework of
his visit to Brussels,

Davit Zalkaliani, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Georgia met
with the Permanent Represen-
tatives of NATO member
states to the Alliance. Accord-
ing to the Foreign Ministry,
Georgia once again received
strong support for the Euro-
Atlantic integration from the
partner countries and Alliance
member states.

The importance of constant
communication and coordina-
tion with NATO partner
countries - Georgia and
Ukraine on security issues was
stressed at the meeting and as
the ministry notes, it was
highlighted that Georgia is a
valuable and reliable partner of
NATO.  Georgia’s role in the
context of regional and global
security was also mentioned.

Zalkaliani stressed after the
meeting that NATO Partners
have reiterated their position
that they are unanimous and
their decision remains un-
changed regarding Georgia’s
NATO membership, despite
the harsh rhetoric coming
from the Russian Federation.

“The position of our NATO
partners remains firm that the
decision of the Bucharest
Summit will not be reconsid-
ered and that no one has the
right to consider any region as
their sphere of influence as

Georgian FM meets Permanent Representatives
of NATO Member States in Brussels

countries have a fundamental
right to choose which security
alliance they want to join,”
Minister of Foreign Affairs
noted, adding that the coordi-
nated action of NATO and
Georgia is important to further
improve the progress made on
Georgia’s integration path. The
Minister also briefed the
representatives of the partner
countries on the recent high-
level communication with the
United States and NATO and
welcomed the increased
dynamics of coordination
between the partner countries.

According to the official
statement, discussions during
the meeting also focused on
Georgia’s visions regarding the
current situation, the security
environment in the region, and
the ongoing developments in
the occupied territories of
Georgia. The Georgian side
expressed solidarity with
Ukraine and condemned the
cyber-attacks targeted against
the Ukrainian government
agencies and private organiza-
tions, during which the
hackers left threatening
messages on targeted websites,
noting that “all information
about Ukrainian people has
become public”.

The meeting with the Permanent Representatives of the NATO Member States was
held at the initiative of the Permanent Delegation of Poland to NATO.

“Our partners from NATO
have reaffirmed their
pledge to support Georgia
strongly,” Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Georgia
Davit Zalkaliani said.

January 17, 2022

The Energy Community Sec
retariat and the Interna-

tional Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) have signed a Memo-

Energy Community and
International Renewable

Energy Agency
strengthen cooperation

randum of Understanding (MoU)
strengthening the organisations’
cooperation in the field of renew-
able energy.

Leveraging on their expertise,
the two organisations will team
up to boost the uptake of energy
from renewable sources, includ-
ing by supporting regional dia-
logue on the challenges, gaps and
opportunities for scaling up the
deployment of renewables and
intensifying cross-border

renewables cooperation. Another
key dimension of the MoU is the
sharing of information on topics
such as the socio-economic ben-
efits of renewables and the en-
ergy transition.

“With the new cooperation
agreement, we will be even more
equipped to support the Con-
tracting Parties in the transition
to a carbon neutral energy fu-
ture. Together, we will help to

unlock new renewables invest-
ments, also by building the ca-
pacities of local communities
and citizens to implement re-
newable energy projects,” said
Artur Lorkowski, Director of the
Energy Community Secretariat.

The Energy Community is an
international organisation which
brings together the European
Union and its neighbours to cre-
ate an integrated pan-European
energy market. Georgia,
Moldova and Ukraine take part
in the Energy Community as
Contracting Parties, and Arme-
nia has the status of an Ob-
server.

IRENA is an intergovernmen-
tal organisation that supports
countries in their transition to
a sustainable energy future, and
serves as the principal platform
for international cooperation.


