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By NATALIA KOCHIASHVILI

ational Center for Disease Control

has reported 24,201 new cases of
coronavirus infection in the last 24 hours.
Among them was the Prime Minister of
Georgia Irakli Gharibashvili, who was
confirmed with the ‘Omicron’ strain of
the coronavirus within the framework of
planned testing. It was reported that PM
is fully vaccinated, is feeling well, and
continues to work remotely.

In the last 24 hours, 10,732 have re-
covered and 36 people have died. As for
the positive rate, as of January 31, the
daily rate of positive cases is 28.41%, for
the last 14 days - 21.96% and for 7 days -
24.96%.

Meanwhile, the government made a
decision to cancel the obligation of requir-
ing a ‘green passport’, which was enforced
from December 1.

As for traveling, all accounting sys-
tems remain in place and those who need
a ‘green passport’ to travel abroad will
still be able to use this system.

Chief of Operations at the Interagency
Coordination Council Giorgi Ghibradze
explained the council, decided to cancel
the obligation of presenting the green pass
due to the less severity of the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus, citing the
“fully manageable” situation with con-
firmed virus cases.

According to the Deputy Minister of
Health Tamar Gabunia, the abolition of
the ‘green passport’ is related to the pe-
culiarities of the ‘Omicron’ strain.
Gabunia explains that in the face of a high
risk of re-infection, the ‘green passport’
will no longer be as important as it used
to be, so the government will abolish its
mandatory requirement.

“It does not guarantee that a person
will be safe when they enter any busi-
ness environment as it was with Green
Passports. As for the vaccination, it is
not complete protection against infection,
it protects from hospitalization and com-
plications. Thus, the most powerful fac-
tor here comes out daily PCR-testing,
which is practically impossible.” Gabunia

Government of Georgia Lifts
Green Passport Requirement

PM Gharibashvili tested positive for the omicron variant of Covid-19. The head of the government tested
positive for coronavirus previously in April last year.

explained.

She also noted almost 35% of beds pre-
pared for virus contingency in hospitals
across the country are still available,
adding the number of patients in resus-
citation care is decreasing.

According to Deputy Minister, the re-
quirements for ‘green passports’ have al-
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ready been changed by many countries
after the appearance of the ‘Omicron’
strain. However, given the changing epi-
demiological situation in the future,
Gabunia does not rule out that the deci-
sion on the ‘green passport’ may change.

She also informed that education in
schools will not be transferred to full dis-
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Covid-19 green passes came into force in Georgia on December 1, 2021, obliging the public to present proof of
vaccination, testing, or recovery from Covid-19 when entering certain establishments.

tance mode and the existing, hybrid for-
mat will be maintained, meaning that
online schooling will be optional.

Recall that a total of 1,754 cases of the
Omicron variant has been confirmed in
the country as of February 1. Overall,
1,221,340 people have been fully vacci-
nated in Georgia amounting to 42.5% of
the country’s adult population.

According to Amiran Gamkrelidze,
Director of the National Center for Dis-
eases, 95% of the cases are already Omi-
cron strains, adding that out of the labo-
ratory-confirmed cases, several fatal cases
were reported.

“All indicators of epidemiology, such as
positivity, incidence, reproduction index,
have increased, but so far the number of
severe cases in clinics and the load on
both intensive care and resuscitation, as
well as in the hospital sector is not in-
creasing. The main workload is on the
laboratory sector,” he said.

Thilisi Infectious Diseases Hospital,
Tengiz Tsertsvadze informed that Geor-
gia will be one of the first to receive anti-
coronavirus tablets, since “we have been
lobbying for this medicine for a long time
and contract has already been signed.”

“If used in patients staying at home, it
will be distributed free of charge, but it
requires logistics. The U.S. announced
that this tablet reduces aggravation and
mortality by 87%. When we have this
tablet formula and plus Remedisivir,
which we still have, there is great hope
that both severe cases and deaths will be
drastically reduced,” Tsertsvadze said.
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eorgian Parliament adopted the reso-

lution in support of Ukraine initi-
ated by the ruling Georgian Dream (GD)
party with 74 votes pro and none against.
The draft resolution was not signed by
any opposition parties as Russian Fed-
eration is not mentioned in any of the
points of the document. Opposition par-
ties believe that the Russian Federation
must be mentioned as an aggressor for
the text to be considered valid.

The Georgian Dream refused to men-
tion a possible “Russian military aggres-
sion” in the draft, arguing the document
was free of “provocative rhetoric.” The
opposition parties assessed GD’s approach
as a non-irritation policy toward Moscow
and, therefore, refused to support the
document.

According to the leader of the Republi-
can Party Khatuna Samnidze, the oppo-
sition will not initiate an alternative reso-
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100 Russian Ruble - 3.9634;
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Georgian Parliament Adopts
Resolution in Support of Ukraine

lution, because it is a matter of principle
for them to ensure that the resolution has
universal support. According to her, the
presented text does not reflect either the
position of the Georgian people or the po-
sition of the country.

one of the leaders of Lelo, Badri
Japaridze said at the plenary session of
the parliament that the correct resolu-
tion of the parliament will be the one
where it would be mentioned that the
source of the danger of escalation and
hostilities is the Russian Federation. He
also recalled the request made by the
Verkhovna Rada, where Georgia is di-
rectly asked to condemn Russia’s actions
against Ukraine’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

Before adopting the document, Khatia
Dekanoidze, chairwoman of the United
National Movement faction, proposed to
the ruling team to agree on the resolu-
tion text first, noting that when it comes
to the dignity and security of Georgia, it
1s important that the Parliament adopts
ajoint text.

EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl
Hartzell has welcomed the resolution in
support of Ukraine, however, noted that
formulation of the resolution text is a com-
plexissue’ and expressed hope that in the
end, the draft resolution would have broad
support among the Georgian lawmakers.

The resolution prepared by the Geor-
gian Dream expresses concern over the
possible military escalation in Ukraine
and condemns any intention that may be
directed against the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of a sovereign state.

“The Georgian Parliament declares
that joining NATO is a sovereign right
of the state and any attempt to restrict it
by military-political means is categori-
cally unacceptable. The Parliament be-
lieves that the prevention of war in
Ukraine should be a major concern for
the international community,” the reso-
lution reads.

Opposition politicians refused to sign the draft ci

not mention Russia as the aggressor country.

ting that the text does

the resolution reads.

“Georgia condemns any intention that may be directed against
the territorial integrity of the sovereign state, which poses
a new threat not only to Ukraine but to regional peace and security,”
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The WHO and the European
Union handed over 180 oxygen
concentrators, 2 000 pulse
oximeters and other medical
equipment to the Ministry of
IDPs from Occupied Territories,
Labour, Health and Social Af-
fairs of Georgia. The equipment
will be used to outfit rural medi-
cal facilities to help citizens all
over the country have better ac-
cess to healthcare.

The concentrators and
oximeters were symbolically
handed over today to the Minis-
try of IDPs from the Occupied
Territories, Labour, Health and
Social Affairs of Georgia today,
by Carl Hartzell, Ambassador of
the European Union to Georgia
and Silviu Domente, WHO Rep-
resentative and Head of Coun-
try Office in Georgia.

Carl Hartzell, Ambassador of
the European Union to Georgia
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EU and WHO hand over equipment to
help medical facilities fight COVID-19

stated, “While handover ceremo-
nies may have become routine,
there is nothing routine about
people struggling to breathe or
not having access to proper
healthcare. Together with our
partners in the WHO and the
Government of Georgia, we con-
tinue working to make sure that
citizens all over Georgia receive
improved access to healthcare
and support during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Together with the
rest of Team Europe, we remain
committed to stand by Georgia
during this difficult time.”

“We have been living with the
coronavirus pandemic for two
years now, and WHO thanks the
EU for its constant and steady
support throughout. Together,
we have delivered critical sup-
plies, trained healthcare work-
ers, provided health guidance
and tackled misinformation.
The challenge ahead of us now
is to strengthen the health sys-

tem - particularly primary
health care - so that everyone
can access services regardless of
where they live.” — says Silviu
Domente, WHO Representative
and Head of Country Office in
Georgia.

The supplies were purchased
through a large-scale EU-UN
action to minimize the impact of
the COVID-19 outbreak in the
country, by bolstering rural
healthcare facilities. At a later
stage, the initiative will also pro-
vide village ambulatory units
with telemedicine equipment to
improve access to health care.

The donation is a part of
broader assistance from the Eu-
ropean Union and WHO, to sup-
port Georgia’s response to
COVID-19. So far, this has in-
cluded a provision of vital medi-
cal equipment, technical exper-
tise and training of health care
workers.

In the long-term, the EU and

UN support under this project
will help build a more resilient
primary health care system
with telemedicine capacities in-
creasing equitable access to
healthcare services accelerating
Georgia’s progress towards Uni-
versal Health Coverage.

About the project

The project, “Minimizing the
impact of the COVID-19 out-
break in Georgia through
telemedicine and digital health
solutions,” aims to harness the
potential of digital tools for ad-
vancing telehealth services and
promoting health in Georgia.
This assistance is an integral
part of the EU’s and UN’s sup-
port to the COVID-19 response
in the country, as well as ongo-
ing WHO technical assistance
under the UHC-Partnership to
support the commitment of na-
tional authorities to primary
health care reform and the ad-
vancement of UHC in Georgia.

The project is implemented by
four UN partners (WHO,
UNFPA, UNICEF, UNOPS)
under WHO leadership, bring-
ing their respective areas of ex-
pertise and added-value to con-
tribute to the overall action’s
objective to minimize the
COVID-19 pandemic’s negative
impact on people’s health and the
health system through quality
telehealth and telemedicine ser-
vices and to build back better by
supporting a sustainable and
resilient recovery in Georgia af-
ter the COVID-19 pandemic.

This assistance is part of a
wider support package provided
by the EU and Team Europe con-
sisting of GEL 1.5 billion of new
and reallocated assistance to help
Georgia address the COVID-19
pandemic, including support to
vulnerable groups and economic
recovery. That is one of the high-
est levels of EU assistance per
capita to any country in the
world and demonstrates the
EU’s strong solidarity with
Georgia at this time of unprec-
edented crisis.
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