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Russian and Ukrainian Sides to Meet on the
Ukrainian-Belarusian Border for Negotiation

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on February 25 in Kyiv. Photo by Presidency of Ukraine/Handout/Anadolu

Agency via Getty Images

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF  delegation on the Ukrainian-

Belarusian border. The informa-

he Ukrainian delegation tion is spread by President
will meet with the Russian  Zelensky.

The result of the conversation
with Alexander Lukashenko:

We agreed that the Ukrainian
delegation would meet with the

“Alexander Lukashenko has
promised that all planes, helicop-
ters and missiles deployed in
Belarus will remain on the
ground during the Ukrainian
delegation’s journey, talks and
return,” Zelensky wrote.

According to Zelensky, he
“does not believe much in the
outcome of the planned Ukraine-
Russia talks on the Belarusian
border, but is ready to try.”

As Zelensky noted in the video
address, he and all high-rank-
ing officials remain in Ukraine.

“I honestly do not believe in
the outcome of these talks, but
I'm ready to try. So that no
Ukrainian citizen will think
that I, as President, did not try
to stop the war when there was
even a small chance. As long as
our troops are there.

“The president is here, the
prime minister is here, the army

Russian delegation without prior  is here, the army chief is here,
reservation on the Ukrainian- we will all defend our country
Belarusian border near the andourborders,” Zelensky said.

Pripyat River.

Olaf Scholz to Increase Germany’s Natural Gas Resources

BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

A ccording to German Chancellor Olaf

cholz, Germany plans to build two
liquefied natural gas terminals to in-
crease the country’s natural gas resources
and reduce Germany’s dependence on
Russian gas.

According to Scholz, Germany can
build two liquefied natural gas terminals
in Brunsbsttel and Wilhelmshaven in the
short term.

“We will do more to ensure that we have
a secure supply of energy resources for
our country.

We need to change course to overcome
dependence on individual suppliers of
energy.

“The events of the past few days have
shown us that a responsible energy policy
with a future perspective is crucial not
only for our economy and nature, but also
for our security,” Olaf Scholz told the
Bundestag.

The German Chancellor says that the
country aims to increase renewable en-
ergy sources in the shortest possible time.

In addition, the Chancellor noted that
Germany will increase the volume of
natural gas storage by 2 billion cubic
meters in the long run, and will also pur-
chase additional natural gas on the in-
ternational market in cooperation with
the European Union.

It should be noted that according to
European gas infrastructure data, Ger-
many now has an underground gas stor-

age capacity of 24 billion cubic meters,
which is about 30% full.

Germany, under pressure from West-
ern countries, found itself in parallel with

the threat of Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Western countries are urging Germany

to be less dependent on Russian gas.
Earlier this week, in response to

Russia’s actions in Ukraine, Germany
suspended a $11 billion North Stream 2
gas pipeline project.
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King Vakhtang Gorgasali

he early reign of the Iberian

king Vakhtang Gorgasali
(447-502) saw the relative revival
of the kingdom. Though for-
mally a vassal of the Persians,
he secured Georgia’s northern
borders by subjugating the Cau-
casian mountain peoples and
brought the adjacent western
and southern Georgian lands
under his control.

The Life of Vakhtang
Gorgasali states that the king
was given at birth the Iranian
name Varazkhosrovtang, ren-
dered in Georgian as Vakhtang.
Gorgasaliis an Iranian sobriquet
meaning “wolf’s head”, which
must have been bestowed on him
due to the shape of the helmet
he wore. He led his people, in an
ill-fated alliance with the East-
ern Roman Empire, into a
lengthy struggle against
Sassanid Iranian hegemony
which ended with his defeat and
the weakening of the kingdom
of Iberia. In 482 he led a general
uprising against Persia and
started a desperate war for in-
dependence that lasted for
twenty years but could not get
Byzantine support and was even-
tually killed in battle in 502.
However tradition ascribes to
him the reorganisation of the
Georgian Church and foundation
of Thilisi, Georgia’s modern capi-
tal.

Vakhtang is the subject of the
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which inter-
twines history
and legend into
an epic narra-
t 1 v e
hyperbolising
Vakhtang’s
personality and
biography.
This literary
work has been
the primary
source of
Vakhtang’s
portrayal as an
exemplary war-
rior- king and
statesman, an
image which
has endured in
popular
memory to this
day. He had al-
ready emerged
as one of the
most popular figures in
Georgia’s history in the Middle
Ages and has been canonised by
the Georgian Orthodox Church.

Other medieval Georgian
sources mention Vakhtang only
briefly, yet with a respect rarely
afforded to the pre- Bagratid
Georgian monarchs. Vakhtang
1s reported to have succeeded his
father King Mihrdat V at the
age of 7. His mother, a
Christianised Persian called
Sagdukht, assumed the regency
in Vakhtang’s minority. The
author then describes the grave
situation Iberia was in at that
time, troubled by the Sassanids’
Zoroastrianising efforts and a
ravaging raid by the “Ossetians”
from the north, this being a pos-
sible reference to the invasion by
the Huns (whose army may have
included Alans) through the
Caspian Gates mentioned by
Priscus. At the age of 16
Vakhtang is said to have led a
victorious retaliatory war
against the “Ossetians”, beating
the enemy’s giant in single com-
bat and freeing his sister
Mirandukht from captivity.

At the age of 19, Vakhtang
married Balendukht, “daughter”
of the Great King Hormizd (ap-
parently Hormizd III, r. 457—
459). Soon, upon the Great
King’s request, Vakhtang took
part in a campaign in “India”
and was probably involved in
Peroz’s abortive expedition
against the Hephthalites in the
460s and also against the Roman
Empire in 472, in which
Vakhtang is reported to have
gained control of Egrisi (Lazica)
and Abkhazia (Abasgia).

Returning to Iberia,
Vakhtang took a series of mea-
sures aimed at strengthening
royal authority. Resenting Ira-
nian encroachments on his in-
dependence Vakhtang reversed
his political orientation and ef-
fected a rapprochement with the
Roman Government. He mar-
ried Helena, “daughter” (possi-
bly relative) of Emperor Zeno,
and received permission from
Constantinople to elevate the
head of the Church of Iberia, the
Bishop of Mtskheta, to the rank
of Catholicos, who he sent, to-
gether with 12 newly- appointed
Bishops, to be consecrated at
Antioch.

By espousing pro-Roman
policy Vakhtang further alien-
ated his nobles, who sought Ira-
nian support against the king’s
encroachments on their au-
tonomy. In 482 Vakhtang put to
death his most influential vas-
sal, Varsken, Vitaxa of Gogarene,
a convert to Zoroastrianism and
a champion of Iran’s influence
in the Caucasus, who had ex-
ecuted his Christian wife,
Shushanik, daughter of the Ar-
menian Mamikonid Prince
Vardan II and the hero of the
earliest surviving piece of Geor-
gian literature. With this act
Vakhtang placed himself'in open
confrontation with his Iranian
suzerain. Vakhtang called on the
Armenian princes and the Huns
to help him. After some hesita-
tion, the Armenians under
Vardan’s nephew Vahan joined
forces with Vakhtang. The allies
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were routed and Iberia was rav-
aged by punitive Iranian expe-
ditions in 483 and 484, forcing
Vakhtang into flight to Roman-
controlled Lazica (modern west-
ern Georgia). After Peroz’s death
in the war with the Hephthalites
in 484, his successor Balash re-
established peace in the
Caucasus. Vakhtang was able to
resume his reign in Iberia, but
did not betray his pro-Roman
line.

Once the Hundred Years
Peace between Iran and Rome
collapsed Kavadh I of the
Sassanids summoned Vakhtang
as a vassal to join in a new cam-
paign against Rome. Vakhtang
refused, provoking an Iranian
invasion of his kingdom. Then
about 60 years old, he was
obliged to spend the last years of
his life in war and exile, fruit-
lessly appealing for Roman aid.
The chronology of this period is
confused, but by 518 an Iranian
viceroy had been installed at the
Iberian town of (Tbilisi) Tiflis,
founded — according to Georgian
tradition —by Vakhtang and des-
ignated as the country’s future
capital. Vakhtang died fighting
an Iranian invading army at the
hands of his renegade slave, who
wounded him through an arm-
pit defect in his armour. The
wounded king was transported
to his castle at Ujarma where
he died and was interred in the
Cathedral of Mtskheta.
Vakhtang might have ended his
reign in 522 by taking refuge in
Lazica, where he possibly died
around the same time.
Gurgenes’ family members —
Peranius, Pacurius, and Phazas
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—had careers in the Roman mili-
tary.

Vakhtang was survived by
three sons. Dachi, Vakhtang’s
eldest son by his first marriage
to the Iranian princess
Balendukht (who died in child-
birth), succeeded him as king of
Iberia and was force to pay Iran
allegiance. Two younger sons,
from Vakhtang’s second mar-
riage to the Roman Helena, Leon
and Mihrdat, were given the
southwestern Iberian provinces
of Klarjeti and Javakheti in
which Leon’s progeny — the
Guaramids — traditionally fol-
lowed a pro-Roman orientation.
Both these lines survived in Ibe-
ria into the 8% century, being
succeeded by their energetic
cousins from the Bagratid fam-
ily. Toumanoff has inferred that
Samanazus, the name of the Ibe-
rian “king” found in John
Malala’s list of rulers contempo-
rary with Justinian and reported
by Theophanes the Confessor
and Georgios Kedrenos to have
visited Constantinople in 535,
might be a corruption meaning
“brother of Dachi” and so perhaps
refers to Mihrdat.

Vakhtang had already en-
tered the pantheon of Georgian
historical heroes in the Middle
Ages. One of the royal standards
of the Georgian Bagratids was
known as the “Gorgasliani”, i.e.,
“of Gorgasali”. This is sometimes
supposed to be the earliest model
of the current Georgian national
flag. In popular memory,
Vakhtang’s image has acquired
a legendary and romantic fa-
cade.

(TimeOuTbilisi, June 2010)
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BANK OF GEORGIA
Flain Supgorber

Invites 16-20 year old young speakers to take part in the

Public Speaking Competition

The theme of the competition is “ We expect too much from our heroes™. Speakers may
interpret this theme in any way they see fit, but they should not use the theme as their title.
Each speaker will be allocated 5 minutes.

The competition will b2 held in three rounds. The first round, March 21, at the English
Language Centre “British Corner™.
The date and theme of the second round will be announced later.
The eompetition is sponzored by the Bank of Georgia.

Due to the pandemic the final of the competition in London will be held online.
The deadline for registration is March 15.

Contact us:
“British Corner” , Vake Park

(entrance from |. Abashidze St.).
Tel.: 032 226305, 591339993, E mail; marinasesuiiyahoo.com; britishcornerbciigmail.com
www.esugeorgia.com hittps:iwww.youtube.comiwatch?v=mnlKLMa7TrBA
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The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.



