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B npeaiaracMoM Tpyae coOpaHbl KaK yXkKe 1aBHO M3BCCTHBIC, TAK U CPAaBHHUTEIPHO HEAABHO
0BHApYKCHHBIC PAHHECPE/HEBCKOBBIC CTCIUTBI B MX (DPArMCHTBL. BOMBUIMHCTBO M3 HAX XPAHUTCS B
mysesx Ipysnu, 4acTh HAXOINTCH HA CBOMX TIEPBOHAYANIBHBIX MECTAX.

Ha3Hauenuce CTe/T, HX MECTO B KYJILTYPHOM KH3HI PAHHCIO CPETHEBEKOBbA, B IOCTATOYHO Mepe
onpejie/ieHa B paboTax psjia aABTOPOB, PACCMATPHBAIONIMX HX B PA3HBIX ACIICKTAX; OHAKO JIO CHX TOp
HH B O/IHO} paBoTe He GBITN cobpalbl Bee CTE/UTB BMecTe. MIMEHHO 3TO M SBISETCS OCHOBHOM LETbIO
AaHHO# KHUrH. COBpaHHbIil BOCIMHO B TCYCHHE YETHIPCX JIET MATCPHAIT BBISBII HCOOXOIMMOCTD Oornee
JICTAJIBHOTO M TTYGOKOT0 HCKYCCTBOBEMECKOTO H3YUEHHS CTEIUL, YTO SBJISETCA AETOM Oyaymiero.

B I'pysun cTeiuibl NPEACTABIAIOT c000¥ KyJIbTOBbIC MAMATHUKH, BLICEUCHHBIC M3 KAMHA,
OTHOCALLMECS K PAHHEXPUCTHAHCKOM snoxe. OObIyail HX YCTAHOBJICHHMA B BCPTHKAJIBHOM IOJIOKCHIH
J0JDKCH BOCXOMTD KO BPEMCHHU PACHIPOCTPAHCHHSA XPUCTHAHCTBA H, BUIAMMO, BbIPAXKall, CHMBOIHYCCKH,
NPU3HAHIC HOBOW pelUruu - Kpenicnue. CTEIUIBI CTABMINCL TIOL OTKPLITHIM HeboM, 0bocobIeHHO,
YACTO PSIOM C IIEPKBBIO, C BOCTOUHOIL CTOPOHBI.

BONBIIMHCTBO AOIIEANNX 10 HAC CTENI MpEeAcTaBIsfIoT coOOH YBCHYAHHYIO KPECTOM
YCTBIPCXTPAHHYIO KOMOHHY, YCTaHOBICHHYIO HA KyOHUCCKOH Haszc U IUIOCKoi nmoayuke. MMeroTcs
CTEJUIBl PA3HBIX PA3MEpPOB; BBICOTA CaMOil DOIBIION - WIECTh MECTPOB (bponaa3opckas crena,
Mapueyibekoro p-ta, Tabm. LXXI, LXXII). B ocHOBHOM ¢ ¥X BEICOTA KoJ1eOJICTCH MCKIY JIBYMS U
4eThIPbMA MeTpaMu. ECTb U CTE/LIBI MajlblX PA3MCPOB, OJIHOTO-ABYX MCTPOB BBICOTHI. ['pann 6asbr u
KOJIOHHBI TIOKPBITH CBA3AHHBIMH MEKIY cODO0il peibedHbiMu usoOpaxkeHuaMu. HekoTopbie uMeCIOT
TONIBKO PETUIHO3HO-CHMBOIIMYCCKHIT M ICKOPATHBHBIH PETbe( - KPECT B MCAA/ILOHE, paCLBCTIIHH KPECT,
WTAHAAPT ¢ KPCCTOM, BUHOIPAAHOIN TPO3ABIO ¥ JHCITOM, pz13ndo6pa'3ﬂmc pacTUTEIbHBIC H
[COMETPHUCCKUE U300 PaKEHHS - APYTHE KC GUIYPHBIC KOMIIO3HIIH Ha TEMBI BCTXOTO 1 HOBOT'O 34BETOB,
w306pakeHHs CBATBIX, IyXOBHBIX H CBETCKUX JIHIL - KTHTOPOB. Ha 0cHOBaHMSAX U KOJIOHHAX C™ 1T 4ACTO
BHICCUEHBI HAAIMCH PA3THYHOrO COACPKAHNA. ‘ Wi

YKpalcHHbIE GUIYPHBIMH peiibe(haMit i OPHAMCHTAMH CTEILTBI 0OHAPYKCHBI B DOIBIIOM KOJINYCCTBE
B MCTOpHMUECCKOH mpoBuHUMN ['pysun Ksemo Kaptau - cosp. MapHeyIbCKHH, bomrHUCCKU,
Terpunkapoiicknii u Lankckuil p-1ol (ropasio GonpleM, UeM B Apyrux p-Hax), Camuxe-/IxaBaxeTn-
ACTIHHI3CKHI, AXaIIUXCKUIH, AXalnxaTakckuil u AJMTCHCKHH p-Hbl U (OTHOCHTEIBHO B MaJlOM
konuuecTe) Ha Teppuropun naa-KapTiun - HEHTpaIbHBIC P-Hbl Bocrounoi ['py3un.

Camas apeHsas cre/mta u3 luna-Kaptini, n3BeCTHas B HACTOSIICE Bpems, gatupyerca VI B.H.9. B
DUTYPHBIX KOMIO3MIHAX CTCIUIBI OTPaX)CHA ONMPCACHEHHAN CTYINEHb Pa3sBUTHA XPHCTHAHCKOH
ukoHorpaduu; 374ech Xe NPOABIACTCA CBA3L CTEII € MOHYMEHTAJIbHBIMU MaMATHHKAMH
pAHHEXPUCTHAHCKOTO HeKyceTBa. Cam 1o cebe 3TOT (haKT YKa3bIBACT HA IKOHOMHUUCCKOE 1 KyTbTypHOE*
snauenue [nna-Kapriu B rpanuiax ['py3un T€X BPEMCH. DTHM OOBACHACTCS CPABHUTEIBHO BBICOKHIA
ypOBEHb XYJ0XKCCTBCHHOIO PA3BUTHA 11 BEAyUIas poOJIb [lnna-Kaptin mo CpaBHEHHIO ¢ JIpYTMMH
perHOHaAMH. ;

X pOHOJIOrHYECKHE PAMKH H3BCCTHBIX CTEIT Camuxe-/Ixapaxets - VI-VIII BB. PacnpocTpaHCHHLIC
B 9TOM p-HE CTEIUTBI 110 HopME M OPHAMCHTALMH PE3KO OTIHIAIOTCA ot crenn Ksemo u [uaa Kaptan.
OHM, B OCHOBHOM, JIBYX BU/OB!

1. CpaBHUTEIIBHO GOJBIINMX PA3MCPOB HCTHIPEXTPAHHBIC kosoHHbI 1 2. Huskue KomoHHsl, ¢ boree
WHPOKOIl IICPeHEH W THUIOBOI CTOPOHAMH IO CPABHCHHIO € HOKOBBIMH FpaHSMH. B mepBoM ciayuae
Gonpuoil pasmep u Gopma CTCIUTBI ONMPEACIAIOT €C MOHYMCHTAJIbHBIH XapakTep M MO3TOMY OHA
npejacTasasua coboi NMaMATHHK, BBIPAKAIONINIT M0 NIPH3HAHNA XPHCTHAHCTBA. B apyrom ciydac
MaJble Pa3MCpPBI CTEJLTBI COOTBCTCTBOBAIH €¢ HACTHOMY HA3HAYCHHIO, T.K. OHA MpEACTaBIsAna cobOil
HKOHY, Ha KOTOPYIO MOJTHJIMCH. (POpME CTEJLIbI COOTBCTCTBOBA XapakTep pesibeHOro aekopa. Beicokas
MOHYMEHTaNbHas CTeNNa, B OOJBITMHCTBE CIIyHacs, MpoCTa. [ToBEPXHOCTD K€ HU3KOH MOKPBITA
CMMBOTAMM XPHCTA U XPHCTHAHCTBA (KPECT, J1034, BUHOIPA/THBIC rpo3ba). CKymocTh H300pasHTETbHBIX
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MOTHBOB, JJAKOHH3M (OPMBI, SAHHBI AEKOPATHBHBI XapakTep 0DOPMICHHS MOBEPXHOCTH Cfi
npeBpaliajl ee B CHMBOJ XPUCTHAHCTBA.

PenbedHblit 1EKOpP CTET MalbIX PasMEPOB BMeLIal B cebd Kak CUMBOJIMYECKHE M306pakeHus
Xpwucra, Tak © MOTHUBBI CBOJIOB, HHII, PACTEHHH, H300paKeH s )KUBOTHBIX, OTAE/IBHBIE (PUTYPBI CBETCKHX
JIMLL M CBATBIX; BCTpevaloTcs cueHsl M3 EBanrenus (Hanp. ussecTHas crena u3 Harsapesn). B Camixe-
JI’kaBaXxeTH MHOTO CTeJUI, OJIHAKO TOJBLKO B BHJE MCK/IIOUEHUS BCTPEYAIOTCH CTEJUIBI C CIOMETHBIMH
M300paKEHUAMH, YTO JO/DKHO CBHIETEILCTBOBAThH O C1ab0OM BIMAHHM LIEPKBH B 3TOM p-He. Mexay
creutamu Keemo u npa-Kaptiau, ¢ oaHo# croponsl, 1 Camuxe-/I)xaBaxeTH, ¢ Apyroi, B MaHepe
BLINOJIHEHHS pelbe)OB 3aMeTHAS Pa3HHLA; MOCIEIHUM NIPHCYILA IPOCTas MaHepa BBIpakeHHs, rpyOblil
XapaKTep JIMHMIA, HeyKimiokecTh opm. BMecTe ¢ HauBHOI OPMOii BbIpaKeHHs BCTPEUAeTCs apXaH3aliis
dbopm u onpeaenenuslii wramMn. Kak oTMeyanock BhIlle MKOHOTpaduueckas M CTHIUCTHYECKAs
Hepa3BUTOCTH penbehoB cremn Camixe-JKaBaxeTH yKasblBaeT Ha NPOBHHLMAJIBHBIA XapakTep
MCKYCCTBA 3TOTO Kpas.

Jlannas pa6oTa B M3BECTHOH Mepe mpejacTaBiaseT coboi Kopryc cTeml, T.K. BKIIOYaeT (Kpome
clydaifHbIX HCK/TIOUEHHH) IIOYTH BCe H3BECTHBIE B HACTOSIIEE BpeMs NaMATHUKH. OHY CrPYNIHPOBAHEI
10 UCTOPUYECKMM NMpOBHHUUAM ['py3uu, a B KaxJ0d rpynmne NaMAiTHHKHM PACIONIOXKCHBI B
XPOHOJIOrMYECKO OC/Ie10BATEIbHOCTH.

OnycaHue KAKIO0TO MAMATHHKA COIEPXKHUT KPaTKyIO ClIpaBKy 00 ero nporCcX0XICHHH, XPOHOIOTHH
MaTepuale, pa3sMepax, MecTe HaXOJKH, HHBCHTApHBIH HoMep (ECIH CTENTa HAXOAUTCA B XPaHHIHIUIC
My3es) H HOMEP HWUTIOCTPALMOHHOMN TabIuIIBI.

B aHHOTAIIMHU AAHO KPATKOE ONKCAHKE TeX 0COOEHHOCTEH, KOTOPBIE TPYAHO Pa3THIHMBI HITH COBCEN
He BHHBI Ha (POTONPOIYKIHAX, @ TAKXKE COAEPKAHUE MMEIOLIMXCA HA CTEIAX HAIMHCEH PasIHIHOTO -
xapakTepa. TyT e laHa CYIIECTBYIOLIAs JIUTCPATYPA TI0 ITOH TeMe.

HajieeMcst, 4TO 3TOT KOPIYC IPY3MHCKUX CTENT TMPHHECET MOJb3Y CIEUHATUCTAM, TTOCTYKHT

CTUMVJIOM IS JaTbHeHIINX UCCICA0BAHUH.,
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The present work is a collection of both the long- known and comparably recently uncovered early medi-
eval stelae and their fragments. While a part of the stelae remains in their original sites, most are preserved in
Georgian museums.

The purpose and place of the stelae in the cultural life of the early Middle Ages are sufficiently determined
in the works of a number of authors which have examined them in various aspects; however, none of them has,
as of yet, assembled them in a single work. That is exactly the main purpose of the present book. Gathered
over a period of four years and brought together, the present material reveals the necessity of a more detailed
and extensive art critical study of the stelae, a matter to be dealt with in the future.

In Georgia stelae are cultic monuments hewn out of stone dating from the early Christian epoch. The
custom of putting them in an upright position seems to go back to the time of spreading Christianity and
evidently serve to express symbolically the recognition of baptism as a new religion. Stelae used to be put in
the open, isolatedly, often close and eastwards to the church.

Most of the stelae that have reached us represent a tetrahedral column on a cubic base and a flat cushion
and crowned with a cross. There are stelae of various dimensions, the largest (the Bradadzori stelae from
Marneuli District, Plate LXXI, LXXII) being six meters high. On the whole their height varies between two
and four meters. Smaller stelae one or two meters in height are also to be found Base and column faces are
covered with interconnected embossed images. While some have only religious- symbolic and decorative

. reliefs -- a cross in the middle, a bright- colored cross, a standard with a cross, a bunch of grapes and vine-leaf,
.various vegetative and geometric images, others display figured compositions on the subject of the Old and
New Testaments, portrayals of saints, men of the clergy and of the world -- churchwardens. Stelar bases and
columns often bear hewn superscriptions of a various content.

A great number of stelae decorated with figured reliefs and ornaments have been found in Kvemo Kartli,
a historical province of Georgia, in modern Marmeuli, Bolnisi, Tetritskaro and Tsalka Districts (far more than
in other districts), Samtskhe -- Javakheti -- Aspindza, Akhalkalaki and Adigeni Districts and (relatively a
smaller number) on the territory of Shida Kartli, the central region of East Georgia.

The most ancient stelae from Shida Kartli known to us today dates from the 6th century A.D. The figured
compositions of the stelae reflect a definite stage in the development of the Christian iconography along with
revealing a link of the stelae with the monuments of the Early Christian art. Per se this fact points out the
economic and cultural significance of Shida Kartli within the Georgian borders of those times. It explains the
comparatively higher level of the artistic development and leading role of Shida Kartli as against the other

regions.

The chronological limits of the weli-- known stelae of Samtskhe- Javakheti are the 6th -- 8th centuries.
The stelae widespread in this region markedly differ in form and ornamentation from those of Kvemo and

Shida Kartli. They are, on the whole, of two types:

(1) Comparatively large- sized tetrahedral columns, and

(2) Undersized columns with broader frontal and poster sides as against the later faces.

In the first case the large size and form of the stele determine its monumentality and so it represented a
monument éxpressing the idea of recognition of Christianity. In another case the smaller stele sizes were in
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keeping with their particular purpose as they represented idolized icons. The character of the refief deeor! 7 < -
i . . ‘ . -

Corresponded to the stelar form. The high monumental stele is predominantly simple while the surface of the
smaller one is covered with the symbols of God and Christianity (a cross, a vine, bunches of grapes). Stingi-

ness of the decorative motifs, laconic brevity of the form, the common decorative character of design of the

stelar surface turn it into a symbol of Christianity.

The embossed decor of the undersized stelae contained both the symbolic images of Christ and the motifs
of vaults, bays, plants, animals, separate figures of saints and men of the world; scenes from the gospels are
also to be found (e. g. the well- known stele from Nagvarevi). There are a great many stelae in Samtskhe--
Javakheti but those with tropical images constitute only an exception which must attest to a weak influence of

the church in this region.

There is a noticeable difference in the manner of relief work between the stelae of Kvemo and Shida
Kartli, on the one hand, and those of Samtskhe-- Javakheti, on the other; the latter ones are characterized by
simplicity of expression, crudeness of lines, clumsiness of forms. Along with the expressive naivety archaic
forms and certain clichés are also to be met with. As it has already been mentioned above the iconographic and
stylistic lack of development in the stelar reliefs from Samtskhe-- Javakheti point out the provincial character

of the art of this region.

To a certain extent the present work represents a stelar corpus as it includes (irrespective of fortuitous
exceptions) nearly all the heretofore known monuments. They are grouped by.the historical regions of Geor-
gia, each group containing the monuments in chronological sequence. i

= . . Al o & % -
‘Each monument is provided with brief information on its origin, chronology, material, dimensions, find
site, inventory number (if the stele is stored in the museum depository) and illustration plate number. =

The peculiarities which are difficult to distinguish or totally indiscernible on photoreproductions as well
as the contents of various stelar superscriptions are briefly described in the annotation and furnished with the

corresponding subject-- matter literature.

This corpus of the Georgian stelae will, hopefully, be of benefit to specialists and provide a stimulus for-further

studies.
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