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In 2007, 100th anniversary of the Tinatin Virsaladze, a prominent Georgian art
historian, one of the founders of the Institute of History of Georgian art will be
celebrated.
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Manana Khidasheli
Colour Symbolism in the Early-Farming Cultures
of the Near East and Georgian Folk Culture

For the archaic man, entire world, both visible and metaphysical, was a unity, which was revealed
in its mental field through its meanings, images and symbols forming the core of culture. Colour
was neither only decorative and embellishing, but had its own symbolism; it participated in the life
and ritual-magic actions of the socium. Similar to symbols, colour also reflects certain knowledge
of reality, is a bearer of certain concept and a means of contact with the world.

Archetype colours are: red (= blood, accordingly, life and death); white (= absolute, purity,
soul — respectively, it is also the death sign — human inaccessibility, openness, approach to the
sacral; Moon is female, a passive party of the reality); black (absolute fullness and completeness,
chaos-death and origin of new within the darkness). Colours implied generalised meaning of objects
and were ambivalent-polysemantic. The participated in the system, revealed cosmogonic essence
of events. In the Near East, the strongest was red — both is secular life and rituals — as well as white
(Jericho I, 8" Mill. B.C.; Tell-Ramad Jericho II). In Mtkvar-Arax culture symbolically loaded is
black and red (Kvatskhela settlement-site, ash-hips painted red, used during the ritual slaughter of
the stag, black and red vessels, etc.). In Anatolia, Chatal-Huyuk (7%-6" cc. B.C.) great significance
is given to the polychromic mythological painting in the cult structures or residential chambers
used for the cult purposes; here main is the red colour (even on the surfaces without images), which
is combined with the white and black, rarely with green and light blue. In this case, red is definitely
the colour of life, while white — denotes sacral, female, passive. Noteworthy are half red-half white
figures — the deceased, who have the ability to revive (white — red) (by the way, in the alchemy,

58 3.bowsPgeo, Lodys@ml Ly@smo s@foygm bsdo@mggemPo, 0d.,2001, o3. 116-134.
dobogg, God oo s Loddmem s@ sy Jgm@@sdo, 3. 168-169.
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red is the same white, but on a higher level). Noteworthy are friezes of red-legged black gryphons-
with the beheaded humans — according to J. Melaart, this is the image of death, it might also be the
initiation (black — ritual death, red — revival). According to I. Okroshidze, in “Amiran Epos” red
— white — black are leading colours (white — light of Dali; red — middle sphere, life, nature; black
— world under earth, eternal night and the place, where the seed grows). The same is the function
of these colours in fairy tales (R. Cholokashvili).

Red seems to be most contradictory — “companion” to black (death, sunset) and, at the
same time, indicating marriage and son-birth. This is the colour of “batonebi” (spirits bringing
diseases) (H. Virsaladze), while batoni bringing smallpox is black (V. Bardavelidze). White is to
a certain extent associated with the soul (white dove, white garments of the widowed); black and
white colours are seen in the hunter epos (black dog — kura, white — tapie, whiteness or white spot
of Dali’s incarnation, deer or ibex, etc.). According to R. Cholokashvili, symbolism of black is
rooted in the ash and coal (cf. 5" Mill. B.C. Jarim-Thephe II — red and white received from the fire
and similar in Mtkvar-Arax culture). Respectively, red — the colour of life — is also linked with the
death, white — is the sign of death, but also the inter-mediator with the sacred world.
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Aneli Volskaya Sl

To the History of the Gareji School of Painting

One of the largest, progressive and peculiar schools of painting in the medieval Georgia was active
in David Gareji desert monasteries in the 9"-13™ cc. Establishment of the school is most likely to be
linked with the activity of St. Hilarion the Iberian in Gareji, under whom strict ascetic ideals going
back to the times of foundation of the desert (6™ c.) were to a certain extent became less austere,
rock-cut monasteries were architecturally improved and adorned with the murals. In the 9®-10%®
cc. incomplete decoration system was practiced here (“Dodorka”, “Natlismtsemeli”, “Tsamebuli”,
“Sabereebi”, “Veran-Gareja”) — Theophany in the chancel (the Virgin and the Child in the chancels
of the annexes), Crucifixion on the north wall, Cross in the dome (when the church imitates domed
structures); Warrior Saints are depicted by the tombs, as if guarding them; donor portraits — as a
rule, those of the clergy — are also found. It is noteworthy that the hand of miniature painters is
discernible in the murals, although large, icon-like compositions, on the whole, impress by their
monumentality and grandeur. Mural decoration of the east facade of Akura “Mama-Daviti” church
(presumably, 885) should also be ascribed to the “Gareji school”.

I1™h-early 13" cc. witnessed flourishing of the “Gareji school”, when not only churches
and chapels of diverse size, but refectories were also adorned with murals. The so called “Udabno”
monastic-site gives quite a full picture of the painting at that time. Three emphases are discernible
within the complex, variously featuring the founder of the Gareji desert, St. David Garejeli
— “Motsameta” church at the head, the meeting place of St. David and Bubakar eristavi (local
ruler) and the miracle connected with it; church of the Virgin (katholikon of the monastery), where
the life cycle of St. David is represented (together with the Virgin in Majesty, feast cycle scenes
and the Last Judgement; life cycle of St. David was also depicted in the diaconicon, with the
Deesis in the apse and the Cross on the vault); the refectory, where icon-like image of St. David is
included in the mural decoration together with the images of St. Euthymius the Great, the Stylites,
scenes linked with the Eucharist (Hospitality of Abraham, Mystic Supper) and Deesis. Murals of
both, the katholikon and the refectory, represent differing, but well arranged and well thought off
system in terms of the general concept and artistic rendering. It is noteworthy that life cycle of St.
David, was elaborated by the local painters, reflecting general mood of narration of his Vita in the
applied artistic modes (linear rhythm, etc.). In the “epoch of King Tamar”, larger and richer mural
decorations were made in other monasteries of Gareji desert (“Natlismtsemeli”, “Bertubani”),
while in “Udabno” small chapels were painted (the Virgin or Deesis in the chancel, Warrior Saints,
sometimes, other Saints as well, e.g. St. Nicholas); one of such chapels, with the image of St. David
as orans at the entrance, should have been the cell of abbot.

Last stage of the “Gareji school” is represented by the 13" murals in the “Ascension” church,
where old scheme of Ascension (similar to the case of “Natlismtsemeli”) is transformed into

a dynamic, cosmic composition; and the so called “Annunciation” (it seems most likely that
initially it was dedicated to St. Theodore) church, 1280-1290s, where miniature-like feast cycle
scenes co-exist with the monumental portraits of newly martyred St. King Demetre II and the
donor, bishop John.

I'pysun, T6., 1974; I. UyOunamsunu, [lemepusie monactsipu JdaBun-I'apemku, T6., 1948; T. lllessixoBa, Mony-
MEHTaJbHas KUBOIKCH paHHETO cpeaHeBekoBbs [ pysun, T6., 1983; J. Lafontaine-Dosogne, Avec collaboration
Bernarole orgels, ltineraire archeologiques dans la region d ‘Antioche sur le monastereet sur 1’ iconographie de S.
Simeon Stylite de Jeune, Bruxelles, 1967.
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Marine Kenia S22 1]

On the Peculiarities of Programmes in Early Georgian Murals

The article is focused on highlighting one tendency discernible in the programmes of early medieval
Georgian murals. As is known, 8"-early 11" cc. mural decorations comprising small number of
scenes display general theophanic idea (in diverse variations). At the same time, certain emphasis
is laid on the accentuation of Incarnation and full manhood of the Saviour.

In this respect, noteworthy are the so called incomplete decorations (of “initial” type,
where only the chancel or the chancel and dome are painted, as well as of “transitional” type, where
images on other parts of the interior are also added). In the Telovani church of Holy Cross (Kartli),
in the chancel decoration (first layer of painting, 8" c.) with the “Historic Theophany” arranged in
two registers, the Virgin (usually depicted in the middle of the sequence of St. Apostles) is replaced
by the Mandylion (with the special explanatory inscription!), which is a definite indication of the
Incarnation (accentuated here by all possible means). Respectively, the Savour is represented as a
Heavenly Ruler in the conch and within the same composition, His Incarnation is also accentuated,
thus showing unmixed unity of His two natures. Actually the same is the case of the chancel
decoration (first layer of painting, 9"-10™ cc.) in Nesguni church of the Saviour (Upper Svaneti),
where, again, within the two-register “Historic Theophany”, the Virgin Hodegetria (specially
emphasized) is included in the sequence of St. Apostles — i.e. usual image is replaced with the
straightforward indication of Incarnation. Different scheme is seen in the ca. 8" c. chancel decoration
of'the so called “Tetri Udabno” monastic church (David Gareji desert). Here the flourishing Calvary
Cross within the Paradise (in the conch) is combined with the Presentation at the Temple (straight
below, on the chancel wall), thus presenting a laconic “formula” of Incarnation, Holy Sacrifice
and Eternal Glory. Similar combination of the Cross (in the chancel) and Presentation at the
Temple (on the north wall), i.e. analogous accentuation, is found in the 10" ¢. murals in one of the
“Natlismtsemeli” monastic chapels (David Gareji desert). One more variation is represented by a
group of mural decorations in “Sabereebi” monastery (David Gareji desert): annex of the church N5
(9 ¢.), church N6 (9% ¢.), church N7 (10% ¢.), where vast version of the Crucifixion (including two
thieves, Longinus the centurion and a soldier) is depicted (in the naos), emphasizing Passion of the
Incarnate Saviour, cosmic significance of which is stressed by the inclusion of heavenly bodies and
within the general context of the entire programme with the “Historic Theophany” in the chancel.
Especially noteworthy is the mural decoration of the “Sabereebi” church N7, where Theophany
is enriched with the eschatological elements, the Crucifixion is maximally extended (mourning
women of Jerusalem, personification of Ecclesia, soldiers, Temple of Jerusalem with the torn veil,
Seizing of Christ and, supposedly, Casting Lots for Christ’s Garments) and the dome is occupied
by the Triumphant Cross; in addition to all these, numerous, tri-lingual (Georgian, Armenian,
Greek) detailed, “narrative” explanatory inscriptions (in Crucifixion), as well as inscription on the
open Gospel of the Saviour (in the conch composition) are perceived as a “purposeful explanation-
decoding” of the entire Chalkedonian Creed with the special emphasis on the unity of natures in
Christ, His Incarnation, Passion and Eternal Glory. Likewise important is the fact that these murals
were made by a Georgian painter (evidenced by the respective inscription) in the period, when
theological disputes between Chalkedonians and anti-Chalkedonians became especially acute.

As far as complete decorations are concerned, special emphases are discernible
in the selection of the scenes proper. In the south annex of church N8 (10" c.) in “Sabereebi”
monastery, the conch bears the Virgin Eleusa flanked by St. Archangels, while in the naos only
Annunciation and Visitation are depicted (portrait of the donor — a clergyman — is also included in
the programme); respectively, the entire programme is a “visual embodiment” of the Incarnation
dogma. Noteworthy is also painting in the annex of the church N6 in “Sabereebi” monastery, where
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the Virgin Cypriotissa flanked by St. Archangels Uriel and Soriel (in the conch) is accompanied by-
the Prophet Nathan (on the chancel wall), thus enhancing the general idea of the church decoration
— Eternal Glory of the Incarnate Savour. In the 10" ¢. murals of Atsi church (Upper Svaneti),
Christ in Majesty (in the conch) is combined with the Entombment (additionally emphasized by
the red background, similar to the apsidal composition) and Ascension (arranged in two-registers),
i.e. here again, within the general theophanic context, main emphasis is laid on the unity of full
manhood and godhead in Christ. Similar accentuation is seen in the 10" ¢. murals of Zhibiani
church of the Virgin (Upper Svaneti), where vast Deesis (including St. Archangels and twelve St.
Apostles; chancel and vault) is combined with the Transfiguration and Crucifixion. A variation of
the similar scheme is found in the 10" ¢. murals of Ipkhi church of St. George (Upper Svaneti),
where in addition to the Deesis (including St. Archangels), Nativity (including an Angel leading the
Magi towards the new-born Child), Ascension (arranged in two registers) and Dormition (straight
below the Nativity) are represented, accordingly, emphasizing the Incarnation and unity of natures
in Christ within the general theophanic-triumphant context. Likewise important are early 11" c.
murals (first layer of painting) in the Lagami church of the Saviour (Upper Svaneti), where Deesis
(including St. Archangels and Sts. Peter and Paul; conch and vault) and Annunciation (west wall
lunette), combined with the images of Holy Martyrs (Female and Warrior Saints), laconically, but
comprehensively visualise the essence of the Orthodox doctrine.

It should be noted that similar conceptual emphasis is discernible in other spheres of the
Georgian culture, as well as in Cappadocian mural painting.
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Manuscripts of National Library of Greece, v.1,Athens 1978, 3. 224-244, ogm. 630-654.
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Nino Kavtaria
Gelati Gospel

The so called Gelati Gospel (kept in Thbilisi, National Centre of Manuscripts, cod. Q-908) is one
of the distinguished among the 11%-12" cc. manuscripts, marking the most significant stage in the
history of the Georgian manuscripts. Although, the Gelati Gospel had attracted scholarly interest
since 1870s, it had not yet become a subject of the comprehensive study. The manuscript lacks
colophons and its date, 12" c., is identified based on the comparison of data provided by its text,
calligraphy and miniatures; as yet, neither ascertained is the place of its creation (supposedly, Iviron
on Mount Athos, or some Georgian-Greek scriptorium in Constantinople). Likewise, unknown is
when and how did it find its place in Gelati monastery, from where it was taken to France in 1921
(together with other Georgian treasuries), returned to Georgia in 1945 and kept in the museum
depositories ever since.

The manuscript comprising 293 pages (27 x 19,5 cm.) is written by one hand, in brown ink,
in one column; chased book-cover of the Gospel is of a later date. The Gospel is prefaced by the
Epistle of Eusebios, Canon Tables and, finally, apart from the Table of Contents, Annual Calendar
of Pericopes and, what is most important, Epistle of Abgar. System of decoration is akin to that
of the Byzantine and Georgian manuscripts dated to the ca. 12" c. Epistle of Eusebios is decorated
quite modestly, the Canon Tables are inscribed in frames with columns and entablatures — similar
to other samples of the Black Mount (near Antioch) scriptorium, they are distributed on fourteen
pages, which (especially from the page 5) are embellished not only with the ornamental motifs, but,
further to the tastes of the epoch, by the images of animals and humans. Above entamblements,
medallions are placed, bearing Old Testament scenes (Sacrifice of Abraham; Burning Bush), images
of the Prophets, St. John Chrysostom and Deesis with the Angels performing liturgy — selection
of images reflects theological dispute on the Eucharistic Offering taking place in Constantinople
in 1150-1160s, which is also linked with the Deesis on the frontispiece (the same composition

27. Il.T'epcTrenn, UyaoTBopHbITT Mauauanon, O6pa3 Crnaca HepyKOTBOpPHOTro B BU3aHTUMCKUX IIPO-
rpamMax, “UyproTBopHast nKoHa B BuzanTtuu u [IpeBHeii Pycu,"pea,-cocT.AupoB A.M., M.,1996, 3.
80. E.Gedevanishvili, The Representation of the Holy Face in Georgian Medieval Art. Iconographica, V, 2006,
g 14-27
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is found in Jruchi II Gospel and one of the 12" ¢. Greek Gospels) and Abgar cycle. Each Gospel:[!!]!

begins with the image of St. Evangelist, headpiece, initial and a miniature; here and everywhere
else, miniatures are placed to the right, while no logic is discernible in the distribution of the initials.
Seated St. Evangelists are surrounded with the ornamental frame from the three sides (on the fourth
— asomtavruli (uncial) inscription is placed), they are depicted without nimbi and (the unique case
for Georgia) are accompanied by the Apocalyptic creatures, as their inspirers, which follow the
sequence indicated by Pseudo-Athanasius. Unlike Greek Gospels, no influence of hypothesises
on the images is seen. The text is provided with ca. 251 miniatures. Painted on the gold leaf and
framed with red lines, these miniatures represent the life of Christ (including His Infancy, especially
abundantly, Healings and Miracles), major Feasts, Passion cycle and events after Resurrection, as
well as life cycle of St. John the Baptist. Symmetrical and centric compositions form narrative
illustrations marked by the diversity of the iconographic versions. The manuscript was illuminated
by three or four painters, whose individual manners are well discernible despite their keeping
to common principles. Gelati miniatures bear traces of the Byzantine influence, it shows certain
iconographic and stylistic affinity to the 12" ¢. Gospel, cod. 93 in the Athens National Library.
Epistle of Abgar is illustrated by ten miniatures, which follow the narration and are of the same
character, as the miniatures of the Gospel (especially, those of the Gospel by Luke).
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Mariam Didebulidze
Colour Arrangement of the Early 13™ C. Murals of the Kintsvisi Church of St. Nicholas

Colour arrangement is among the peculiarities of the medieval Georgian mural painting outlined
by T. Virsaladze; more than once had she paid special attention to the colour gamut of Kintsvisi
murals, which is quite natural — colour, firstly, the lapis lazuli, defines the impression left from the
murals, it is saturated with meaning, at the same time uniting manners of several painters working
in the church. Colour gamut of Kintsvisi murals is based on the combination of blue — white — green,
with the inclusion of cinnabar and balanced by the tranquil “earthly” ochre — as if in response to the
main theological idea — Inseparable Unity of Natures in Christ. Symbolism of the blue — white —
green is linked with the Heavenly Jerusalem (as well as gold); they are equal to: emerald, sapphire
and pearl. Main melody is led by lapis lazuli, paired with white (Divine “darkness” — Divine light).
Abundance of the blue might even leave the impression of monochrome, although, actually, various
different colours and tints are used. It should be noted that no such colour balance—tranquillity
is seen in the contemporary Byzantine painting (e.g. Lagudera, Cyprus), where greater “leaps”,
“parti-coloured” character and density of compositions is discernible — in this respect, Kintsvisi
shows fidelity to the Georgian tradition. It should be noted that blue used in modelling is the same
lapis lazuli of the backgrounds, while the “ground” is white (in the drum the entire background is
white — indicative of the Paradise; only in the dome one can see the blue “sky”. Garments of the
Prophets are more “chromatic” — red, orange; Martyrs are mainly clad in greyish vestments). Drum
windows bear bright, large-scale ornamentation (due to their better lighting). Certain differences
are also seen elsewhere — Ikorta, Timotesubani, etc.

“Backbone” of the theological idea is marked by the white Crosses against the purple
background in the summit of the vaults and blue-white Crosses in the dome and drum windows. In
the chancel, blue-white is supplemented with the gold (highlights on the vestment of the Child
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Christ in the conch and His blue crossed nimbus), green (vestments) and red accents are
subjected to them (number of red — colour of the Resurrection, Second Coming and Incarnation
— increases upwards and towards the centre). Generally, red “moved” upwards within the entire
mural decoration, white “flowed” downwards, while blue was overwhelming, balancing and
“spread” horizontally. Besides, red spots “move” upwards not along the verticals, but in curves,
which well corresponds to the character of compositions and line (in the south cross-arm, red
is more lavishly used, forming horizontals). Noteworthy are orange accents on the east wall of
the north cross-arm, contributing to the rightwards motion within the symmetrical compositions
— certain “incongruity” of the graphical and colour structure. In the south cross-arm turquoise is
used, besides, bluish-green is more in the lateral cross-arms, while white is more in the west cross-
arm — this seems to be preconditioned by the different lighting of these parts of the church, as well
as work of different painters. Leading colours in Kintsvisi create large chromatic intervals, while
their luminosity is the same, thus the impression of serenity (contrary case — Timotesubani murals).
Besides, the colours, in general, are not subjected to one another in terms of tints, all are bright and
luminous, while their expressiveness is preconditioned by the less articulation of the surfaces (cf.
in Vardzia, backgrounds covered all over with flowers and stars). Above discovered directions of
the colour sequences contribute to certain dynamism and the eye is as if moving together with the
faithful gathered for the service.

Special expressiveness of lapis lazuli in Kintsvisi is preconditioned by the following: its
application not on dark ground, but on the plaster impregnated with certain substance; coarse
grinding, i.e. crystal glamour not only on the background, but also in modelling, addition of lapis
lazuli crystals to each pigment (although, lapis lazuli is of different hues and on pendantives less
luminous azurite is applied). All these results in the effect of almost dematerialised luminous
surface. Blue used in the garments of figures of utmost symbolical significance, expresses their
spiritual superiority. Similar is the “message” of blue in Georgian manuscripts, especially in
the 12" ¢. Triodion miniatures, which show affinity to Kinstvisi murals in other respects as well.
Abundance of lapis lazuli is also a trait distinguishing “royal” art. Pairing of blue and green
seems traditional for the Georgian painting; however, such abundance as in Kintsvisi, is definitely
unparalleled. Green — the colour of the Holy Ghost and life — balances blue — red, imparts serenity
and luminosity. The garments of the famous Angel of Resurrection are blue—green (and not white,
as indicated in the Gospel) — it seems likely that symbolically this should be indicative of Heaven,
while in terms of artistic rendering, white spot would had been unacceptable here. As for the white
“grounds”, this is the symbol of Paradise (as is the case of other contemporary Georgian murals). It
is hard to say, how did gold — most straightforward symbol of the New Jerusalem, Eternity, Divine
Light — “act” in Kinstvisi; generally, it is quite rarely met with in the Georgian mural painting
(only several 13" ¢. murals can be quoted). In Kinstvisi it is not so lavishly used, as, e.g., in the
contemporary Serbian murals; gold is seen only in the nimbi, and garments of the Saviour, the
Virgin and royal donors, indicating the Sacrifice and Resurrection. On the other hand, this is also
in concert with the “cooling” of the gamut — a general trend of the 12"-13" cc. Georgian mural
painting — creating associations with the non-terrestrial light. Colour — gold, white, yellow, orange,
cinnabar (distinguishing Prophet David in the Harrowing of Hell), blue (Prophet Solomon in the
same scene) — nimbi are found in Kintsvisi to a lesser extent than elsewhere. Within quite unified
colour gamut of Kintsvisi individual differences of painters are also discernible.
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Catherine Gedevanishvili
Murals of Argokhi Church of All Holy Virgin

Single-nave church of the All Holy Virgin is located not far from the village Argokhi (Akhmeta
district, historic Kakheti, eastern Georgia). It has preserved severely damaged murals of high
artistic value, which are briefly described in the Inventory of Historic and Cultural Monuments of
Georgia (v. 2, Tb., 2004, p. 86) and dated to the 13" c.

The apse conch bears Deesis (the best preserved part of the murals), represented in a concise
version — the Saviour depicted without a mandorla is seated on a throne without the back (both
motifs are indicative of the turn of the 12" ¢. to the 13" ¢.). Large dimensions of the central image,
as well as small size of the interceding Virgin and St. John the Baptist, and their moving to the edges
of the conch, imparts special emphasis on the image of the Saviour, introducing the allusions of
Christ in Majesty (again, more characteristic of the turn of the 12 c. to the 13" ¢.). Lower register
of the apse, with the sequence of the Holy Bishops, is vanished at present. Christological cycle was
placed on two upper registers, in the vault and on naos walls: Annunciation and Nativity (south,
vault register), Presentation at the Temple (fragmented; west wall lunette; in the past, Harrowing
of Hell was also visible on the same wall), Baptism and Raising of Lazarus (north, vault register),
Pentecost and Ascension (north, wall register). Lower registers of the lateral walls (three, on each)
are vanished. Annunciation is distinguished by its large dimensions and solemnity, although the
iconography of the scene is quite usual — The Virgin is shown seated and weaving,

46 H.Belting, Likness and Presence, ag.267.
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St. Archangel Gabriel is standing motionless (reminiscent of the 12" ¢. images) in front of Hex: [1 "1 U2 J 0
Nativity is represented in an extended version — with the Magi, Annunciation to the Shepherds,
Washing of the Child; the Virgin is half-seated (a motif, characteristic of the late 12" ¢. and early
13 ¢, Georgian murals), accentuated by the large green spot of the cave behind her; it is noteworthy
that the Magi are moved to the left of the crib (as if repeating the Early Christian motif), laying
special emphasis on the adoration of the Theotokos. At the same time, free position of the Virgin
within the centred composition is characteristic of the 13" c. (E. Privalova). The Virgin is holding
a purple cloth in Her hands — a symbol of Incarnation from the Early Christian epoch onwards (in
Tangili murals the same cloth is white). Difference of the figure scale is also found here (similar to
Raising of Lazarus and Baptism), which is indicative of the first half of the 13™ c. This contributes
to certain spatial effects of the compositions, as well as crossing of the figures by the vertical
frame lines. Noteworthy is the Apostle from the Raising of Lazarus, “looking” into the next scene
— a characteristic trait of the developed decorative-dynamic style. Figure proportions are, mainly,
elongated, postures (e.g. Christ neither frontal nor turned in the Baptism) and line are somewhat
slack; however, proportions, “heavy” for the 12% c., can also be found — the Virgin from Nativity, in
some cases, the line becomes “more vigorous” — this a “transitional” trait typical of the first half of
the 13™ c. Among the features pointing to the 13" c., quoted should be certain verticality, which here
is seen in the narrowing of the ornamental band outlining the vault, as well as moving the register
line above the level of the springing of the conch. At the same time, the scenes are traditionally
centred and secluded within their borders. Accentuation of the figures by the landscape elements
also points to the 13" ¢., but, on the other hand, this contributes to the increased significance of
the figures, which is rather a 12" ¢. tradition (although, still preserved in some 13" ¢. murals), as
well as their large scale (which is no more found in the second half of the 13" ¢.) — “transitional”
is also the velum of the Raising of Lazarus — a symbol of Old and New Testaments unity and,
usually, unifier of the entire composition, is just passively hung here. Attention should be drawn to
the full geometrical order of the compositions — both horizontals and verticals form homogeneous
system, which is linked with the period prior to the 13" ¢. Since the naos wall are not articulated
with the pilasters, they seem to bear a sequence of miniatures (in this respect, Argokhi murals show
affinity to the Boslevi painting, ascribed to the fist quarter of the 13 c.), which seem to reflect
certain inter-relation of the compositions typical of the 13" c.; however, this is rather perceived as
a contradiction, since the compositions are marked by certain dynamic “shifts”.

Coexistence of the old and the new is also traceable in other 13" ¢. ensembles, e.g. Kisoreti,
but in Argokhi it is discernible with special vigour, which seem likely to be more typical of the
second half of the 13™ c. (cf. archaic system of decoration in Achi murals); in the contemporary
murals of Udabno church of Annunciation in David Gareji the figures are also cut by the frame
(however, no symmetry and balance can be seen here). As far as the colour gamut is concerned,
just abundance of cinnabar and bright green can be stated (abundance of red is also archaising for
this epoch).

It is significant that in the dim interior, opposite the entrance the scenes displaying
Apparition of the Divine Light (Baptism, Pentecost, Ascension) and transition from the darkness
into the light (Raising of Lazarus) are depicted. Being well lit physically, they seem to compensate
the dimness — echoing “new icon painting” (Michael Psellos) established in the painting of the East
Christendom from the 11" ¢. onwards, which strove for the inter-connection of the viewer and the
image (H. Belting).
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Nana Burchuladze SNBZENFID4S
To the Interrelation of the Monumental and Easel Painting in the Medieval Georgian
Ecclesiastical Art

Georgian literary sources had left no evidence that Georgian painters, similar to the case of their
Greek, Serb, Bulgarian or Russian fellow-workers, were active in the diverse fields of painting
(mural painting, icon painting, miniature painting). However, it should be doubtless that the most
talented among them at least, should had been likewise versatile. At present their such activity can
only be traced based on the art historical analysis and the article presents some propositions and
conclusions derived from the comparative analysis of three cases.

Royal painter Tevdore, active in Upper Svaneti in the late 11" —early 12% cc., is likely to be
the most widely recognised among the medieval Georgian painters; he had left three signed mural
decorations (Iprari, 1096; Lagurka, 1112; Nakipari, 1130) and had influenced creative activity of
his contemporaries. Suppositions are put forward concerning the place of his possible training
(according to one viewpoint, this is Gelati monastery, according to the other — Tao-Klarjeti), as
well as his working in the secular painting. Based on the comparative analysis of the murals created
by the royal painter Tevdore and the painted icon of the Virgin Hodegetria (initially belonging to
the Zhibiani church of the Virgin, at present kept in Chazhashi), the author proposes attribution
of the icon to the hand of Tevdore, which is proved by the following arguments: a. similarity of
the facial type; b. similar manner of the face modelling (large spots on the olive ground and light
olive “shadows”, sharp white highlights); c. similar character of the line (firm and energetic; on
the icon, due to its specifics, it is thinner and lighter); d. similar character of the drapery folds
(dense, more rectangular, even angular, monumental; on the icon they are, in addition, flexible and
calligraphic); e. similar colour gamut (with the predominating grey, brownish and red). Apart from
similarities, certain differences are also stated, preconditioned by the difference of technique and
function. Additional argument for the attribution of the icon to the royal painter Tevdore lies in the
high artistic quality of the chased silver frame of the icon (besides, St. Constantine represented on
the icon frame is identified with the Georgian Warrior Saint — St. Constantine Argveteli, ruler of
Argveti).

Another case concerns comparison of the murals of Ateni Sion and painted icon of the
forty Martyrs of Sebaste from Ipkhi church, at present kept in the Mestia Historic-Ethnographic
Museum. Ateni murals are dated to the second half of the 11™ c., while the painted icon — to the
first half of the 12 c¢. As shown by T. Virsaladze, Ateni Sion was painted by several painters,
most talented among them — in the south apse, who is distinguished “by the special vigour and
expressiveness, as well as brightness of colours”. Modelling of the faces in the south apse of Ateni,
their dramatic emotionality can well be seen on the icon of Forty Martyrs, which is definitely
distinguished by the its high artistic level. Dating the icon to the 12® c., G. Alibegashvili also
compared the character of its design to Ateni murals. However, affinity to Ateni murals is greater
than to the 12" ¢. murals in the narthex of Gelati katholikon and 12" ¢. miniatures of the Triodion,
quoted by her as stylistic parallels to the icon from Mestia Museum. Similarity between the Mestia
icon and Ateni murals is seen in the facial features, while greater flexibility of line on the icon
is explained by the specifics of the icon painting. Attribution of the icon of Forty Martyrs to the
hand of the painter working in Ateni is also strengthened by the reference to the same supposition
put forward by the conservation painter M. Buchukuri. Close affinity of both monuments to the
Ateni murals is explained by the assumption that both painters could had been active in Gelati
monastery.

In 2000, partial “opening up” and partial cleaning was undertaken on the murals of
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Ananuri church, where attention was drawn by the images of the 13 Syrian Fathers on thenorth-
pillar, as well as character of their modelling, which revealed a hand of the icon painter (this seems
also likely to explain violation of the church decoration system — chancel left unpainted, stressed
inclination of depicting Holy Fathers as a sequence of icons) and provided an argument in favour
of dating these murals to the late 17" c. It is known that in 1660s, Georgia was visited by Paul of
Aleppo, Patriarch of Antioch — icon painter himself — accompanied by a group of icon painters.
It is proposed that several murals and icons with Aramaic inscriptions preserved in Georgia are
linked with this visit of the Antioch clerical delegation. Respectively, Antiochian provenance of
the Ananuri murals is argued, strengthened by the selection of the theme and “iconic” character of
treatment. Also quoted is the analogous icon of St. Symeon Thaumaturgos (in the collection of Ilia
11, Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia) and a supposition is put forward on attributing Ananuri murals
and the icon of St. Symeon to the foreign painters of one artistic circle, if not to the hand of the
same painters (although, the inscriptions in both cases are Georgian).
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Darejan Kldiashvili
Unknown Commemorative Inscription
from the Monastery of Holy Cross in Jerusalem

Majority of the churches and monasteries or a great part of objects belonging to them, as well as
frescoes and inscriptions connected with the activities of Georgians on the Holy Land are in fact
lost or damaged by now. In this conditions the notes and descriptions by eighteenth-nineteenth-
centuries Georgian pilgrims, travelers and scholars (Timothe Gabashvili, Giorgi Avalishvili, Petre
Konchoshvili, Alexsandre Tsagareli) acquires the importance of the original source. Proceeding
from the importance of information concerning the antiquities of the Holy Land, each newly
obtained material naturally causes great interest.

The collection of the manuscripts of the Kutaisi Historic-Ethnographic Museum possesses
a small handwritten notebook (KHEM Ne7 and 8) by an nineteenth century anonimous author,
which describes murals, inscriptions and antiquities of the Holy Cross monastery in Jerusalem. The
study revealed that the description belongs to the monk Alexandre (Lortkipanidze), who conducted
activities by the mid-nineteenth century in the Holy Cross Monastery. Part of the recorded by the
Monk Alexandre material which concerns the inscriptions of the donations, as well as of the murals
was unknown, neither has it been proved by other authors either. The importance of information
preserved in the description becomes more significant because a part of inscriptions and objects
named there has been lost and just this very description preserved information on some of them.

One of such inscriptions still unknown has been executed by ink on the inner wall of the
entrance of the chancel (presumably the doors connecting the diakonicon and the chancel) at the
main church of the Holy Cross Monastery. It is unknown commemorative (agapae) inscription of
Rusudan, daughter of King of Abkhazeti. It was made in the first half of the fourteenth century,
between 1305 and 1313; according to the content, this was an epigraphic document of Rusudan,
daughter of King Dimitri II (1270-1289) and wife of Taq’a Panaskerteli, Eristav (duke) of Tao.
The inscription should have been done in the period, when the Holy Cross Monastery turned into
mosque was returned to Georgians by Mamluks and the monastery was renewed (construction
works were conducted) and repainted.
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Irine Mamaiashvili
Donor Portrait in the Murals of North Porch of the Gelati Katholikon

Murals of the Gelati monastery Katholikon, as well as those of its annexes, contain numerous
portraits of the donors — Georgian kings and queens, members of the royal families and clergy.

18 m. go@losgrsdyg, Los@Jogm Isbogs.
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In 1953, in the north porch anonymous donor image was discovered by the conservation painter
Sh. Abramishvili under the sequence of donor portraits (neither provided with the explanatory
inscriptions). Since the composition of the older layer was quite unusual — handing of the insignia
to the king and the queen — portraits of the upper layer were removed and transferred to the
Museum. Identification of the donors on the older layer (preserved in situ up to now) was long
disputable — the king depicted here was considered to be one of the kings of Imereti, either Bagrat
IT (1466-1477) or Bagrat III (1510-1565). Finally, it was ascertained that the donor image was to
be identified with Bagrat III, King of Imereti and the portrait was ascribed to 1520s, the period
of his first commission to embellish Gelati. Identity of the king depicted on the upper layer was
ascertained based on the inscription of Anthony Matskvereli (Bishop of Atskuri), later on Genateli
(Bishop of Gelati), which mentions George II King of Imereti (1565-1583).

Murals highlighting the idea of the Holy Sacrifice and Salvation through numerous images
of the Saints, the Virgin Hodegetria, Miraculous Multiplication of Loaves and life scenes of St. John
the Baptist, are placed in the porch erected in the 12%-13" ¢c. General composition of the removed
donor scene is priicised based on the scheme made by T. Virsaladze — the king and the queen were
depicted standing on both sides of the door and received benediction from the Saviour (half-figure,
still left in situ). The royal couple is represented in 3/4, with their hands upraised and clad in the
Byzantine royal vestments — these scheme of the Paleologan-Balkan origin is well known in the
16"-17" cc. Georgian mural painting; however, in the majority of cases, the donors are depicted
frontally, which is neither unparalleled for the epoch under discussion. In Gelati the donors are
given quite a non-traditional place (flanking the door), but it seems likely that this location was
considered to be most suitable and well visible. Thinness of figures and their vestments are typical
of the epoch; also noteworthy is greater linearism in the depiction of donors, as compared to the
images of the Saints.

One more question is the identification of the queen — which of the two, the first wife of
George II, Queen Rusudan, or his second wife, Queen Tamar was represented in this scene. The
author shares a supposition put forward by T. Virsaladze, identifying her with Queen Rusudan,
who passes away in 1578 (Queen Tamar was represented in the murals of the Gelati church of St.
George, where she was later on buried). It seems likely that the portrait of Bagrat III was plastered
during the second stage of decoration the church, initiated by him and George II had his father’s
portrait painted in the main space, on a honourable place, in the sequence of donor portraits, while
Anthony Matskvereli had commissioned the portrait of George II in the north porch.
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