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WASHINGTON IN TRANSITION

A New Day

S BARACK HUSSEIN Obama takes office
A as the 44th President of the United States,
andits first African-American leader, he has
already achieved something remarkable: the resto-
ration of the mythology of American possibility.
In ableak season, with American luster dimmed
and the country facing the worst economic down-
turn since the 1930s, this symbolism
ROGER isasimportant as the ballooning
COHEN unemployment and the two wars
INTELLIGENCE  that face him. With his Kenyan fa-
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ther, American mother and Muslim
grandfather, Obama speaks to a world in flux. From
Malaysia to Mexico, Obama seems somehow famil-
iar. He looks more like the guy at the local corner
store than the guys on dollar bills. As such, his rise
declares to one and all that there are still no bounds
to what can be achieved in the United States.

This is important because global hopes are still
vested in the American idea. China and India may
be rising but their ascendancy has not brought any
magnetic new message. Hope in Americais not
illogical. The United States is a transformational
power or itis nothing. As Richard Hofstadter has
observed, “It has been our fate as a nation not to
have an ideology, but to be one.”

Tome, America at its best is the overcoming of his-
tory, theleaving behind of war and barriers, toward
afuture freed from the cruel gyre of memory repeat-
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A weekKly international edition of "The New
York Times" - "International Weekly" is a col-
lection of the best articles, photos and graph-
ics selected by "The New York Times" informa-
tion service out of all materials published dur-
ing the whole week. It is prepeared by "The
New York Times" editors and designers,
imposed in New York City and sent to Georgia
for printing. A weekly insert is specially pre-
peared for "24 Saati" newspaper as well as for
French "Le Monde", Spanish "El Pais”,
German "Sueddeutsche Zeitung”, British
"Observer”, etc.

From January 2009, "24 Saati" newspaper
is a corporate partner of "The New York
Times"™ and enjoys the right to use information,
photo and graphic base of "The New York
Times".
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