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Georgian Dream Attitude towards EU Integration
Process is Unconstitutional, NGOs Say

By Liza MCHEDLIDZE

8 NGOs are responding to a resolu
tion adopted by the European Parlia-
ment in response to statements made by
Irakli Gharibashvili about EU candidate
status and Georgia’s possible refusal. Ac-

- ".

cording to the non-governmental organi-
zations, the attitude of the Georgian
Dream government toward the European
integration process of Georgia is uncon-
stitutional and threatens the European
choice of the country’s population.

“We believe that such irresponsible and

dangerous statements not only severely
damage the country’s European integra-
tion process and contradict the Georgian
constitution, but also seriously jeopardize
the European elections announced by the
vast majority of the Georgian population,”
the statement reads.

\

Eighteen NGOs say that since EU can-
didate status is a mandatory step in a
country’s membership in the bloc, Prime
Minister Gharibashvili’s denial of status
and its symbolism poses a “serious threat
to the Eurosceptic attitude” and directly
responds to Georgia’s rhetoric about the EU.

Personal Data Protection Service: We’ll Study Data
Protection Measures of Diplomats

By Liza MCHEDLIDZE

he Personal Data Protection

Service has announced the discov-
ery of files containing the personal
information of members of the diplo-
matic corps in the public space, saying
that the Service has begun to study the
measures taken to ensure the security
of personal data.

According to the service, the Minis-
try of Internal Affairs received informa-
tion about the possible access of docu-
ments containing personal data to other
persons.

The Personal Data Protection
Service states that if the inspection
reveals signs of a possible crime, the
service will immediately provide
information to the public and the
relevant investigative body.

Thousands of leaflets containing the
personal data of diplomats accredited in
Georgia, including telephone numbers
and bank transfers, were found on the
streets of Thilisi.
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Russian Aggression and the West:
What to Learn From Past Mistakes?

BY MALKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

ince the start of the Russia-

Ukraine war, Western poli-
ticians have made statements
that many mistakes have been
made in the past, leaving the
Putin regime’s aggression
against post-Soviet countries
unpunished and encouraging
new, larger-scale aggression.

The only question now is how
firm the West will be in defend-
ing the countries that Putin is
trying to swallow today. Today,
Ukraine is the first on Putin’s
list, followed by Georgia and
Moldova.

Former NATO Secretary-
General  Anders Fogh
Rasmussen recently spoke to
Foreign Policy about the
Alliance’s mistakes in Georgia
and Ukraine. The list of mis-
takes starts with the 2008
NATO Bucharest Summit when
NATO decided to make Georgia
and Ukraine members of the
Alliance, but did not give them
a Membership Action Plan

Putin concluded that the West
would not attack Ukraine and
Georgia, and in August 2008 at-
tacked Georgia. This aggression
was eventually stopped by the
US reaction and the resistance
of the Georgian army, but
Putin’s direct occupation of Geor-
gian territories and the non-ful-
fillment of the August 11 agree-
ment cost him virtually nothing.
Russian propaganda was also
spread in the West, leading some
to believe that the war was
caused by escalation and that the
Georgian government Mikheil

Saakashvili could have appar-
ently avoided the Russian at-
tack. As, for example, Poland
could have avoided Hitler’s at-
tack in 1939.

Rasmussen considers the
West’s insufficient reaction to
Russia’s annexation of Crimea in
2014 as a mistake. The light
sanctions imposed by the West
reaffirmed Putin’s belief that he
could continue his aggression.
“We made a lot of mistakes and
we were naive for a very long
time,” Rasmussen said.

However, if we talk about the
mistakes made by the West,
which led to the encouragement
of Russian aggression, we

should start with an earlier pe-
riod.

From the time when the So-
viet Union was declared col-
lapsed and many were delighted
that the disintegration of the
Soviet Union, this huge nuclear
state, took place peacefully, un-
like that of Yugoslavia.

Under Yeltsin, who used the
image of a ‘democratic’ politician
in the West, Russia waged an
undeclared war against Georgia
in the Tskhinvali region and
Abkhazia. Russian special ser-
vices in Georgia encouraged
separatists, armed them, and
sent North Caucasians and Cos-
sacks to Georgia to fight. The

Russian military was directly
involved in the hostilities.
Georgians even managed to
shoot down a Russian plane near
Sokhumi, and Shevardnadze
took journalists to show the
world the Russian stars painted
on the plane. He then sent ap-
peals from besieged Sokhumi to
Western leaders, but to no avail.
No one complained about
Georgia then, turning a blind eye
to a number of “undemocratic”
actions by Yeltsin seemed to be
a good solution. The Caucasus
was then considered Russia’s
“backyard” and whatever was
not forgiven to the Baltic repub-
lics remained “unnoticed” in the
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Caucasus. Russia was also for-
given for drowning in Chechen
blood. This was Putin’s first vic-
tory, thus starting his ascent.

The “peaceful” dissolution of
the Soviet Union was gratifying
to the West, but Putin called it
a “mistake” and a “geopolitical
catastrophe” and aimed to re-
store the Soviet Union. Blood is
now being shed abundantly in
Ukraine. Putin is now far more
powerful than Russia in the early
1990s, and the “bloodless” disin-
tegration of the Soviet Union
turned into a bloody attempt to
restore it. Looking back today,
Russia’s policy of intimidation
and inadequate response to ag-
gression has led to even greater
aggression by Putin.

Rasmussen considers the de-
cision made by NATO in 2008 a
mistake, but not everyone con-
siders this decision a mistake,
for example, former German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Judging the mistakes of the past
is useful for current policies only
if we draw some conclusions.

The Russian army, albeit
with difficulty, is advancing in
Ukraine, and Western support
has so far failed to help Ukraine
stop the Russian army. Ukraine
needs more help, and Putin will
not stop there if he wins in
Ukraine.

We have already talked about
the decision of NATO in 2008,
now the European Union will
have to decide on granting can-
didate status to Ukraine,
Moldova, and Georgia.

There may be many argu-
ments that these countries, or
any of them, do not deserve this
status, but if the EU ‘abstains’
here and does not receive candi-
date status from any of the
named countries, even with
many conditions, Putin will con-
sider it a victory.

Borrell: if Georgia is
serious about its
European path, there
can be no room for
politicised justice

EU High Representative
Josep Borrell yesterday shared
his concern about the indepen-
dence and impartiality of the
Georgian judiciary and called on
Georgian authorities to ensure
freedom of expression in Georgia.

In his speech, delivered at the
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European Parliament by the
Commissioner Valdis
Dombrovskis, Borrell noted that
the verdict against Nika
Gvaramia, the owner and direc-
tor of pro-opposition news chan-
nel Mtavari TV, sentenced re-
cently to three-and-a-half years
in prison, comes against the
backdrop of repeated calls by the
EU to further reform the judi-
ciary, in order to instil trust and
increase its independence — “a
longstanding commitment by
the Georgian authorities”.

“The Commission has been
very clear on this point: if Geor-
gia is serious about its European
path, there can be no room for
politicised justice and no room
for violations of media freedoms,”
said Borrell. “We note with con-
cern an increasing number of
episodes of violence against jour-
nalists in Georgia. Violence and

intimidation are never accept-
able.”

He also stressed that the EU
remains a close friend and part-
ner to Georgia and firmly en-
gaged to further deepen EU-
Georgia relations.

EU: new amendments,
adopted on 7 June by
the Georgian
Parliament,
significantly reduce
Georgian citizens’ right
to privacy

New amendments adopted on
7 June by the Georgian Parlia-
ment significantly reduce Geor-
gian citizens’ right to privacy,
EU Ambassador to Georgia Carl
Hartzell has said.

The amendments to the
Criminal Procedure Code of Geor-
gia increase the scope of crimes
allowing for covert investigative
actions and the duration of these
actions.

“While amending the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code may be le-
gitimate on security grounds, we
note with concern that the cur-
rent amendments significantly
reduce Georgian citizens’ right
to privacy, without providing
sufficient safeguards against un-
justified intrusion into their pri-
vate lives and the protection of
their personal data,” said
Hartzell.

He reminded that the EU had
expressed these concerns to the
Georgian Parliament prior to the
adoption of these amendments,
suggesting that the new legisla-
tion be sent to the Venice Com-
mission before finalisation, to

assess 1ts compliance with Eu-
ropean standards and the case
law of the European Court of
Human Rights.

Hartzell added the EU regret-
ted that the Georgian Parlia-
ment had decided to proceed with
the adoption of this legislation
without such consultation and
called on the Parliament to im-
mediately ask the Venice Com-
mission for an Opinion on this
piece of legislation and to follow
its recommendations.

“We urge the Georgian Gov-
ernment to uphold its commit-
ments to protect human rights
and fundamental freedoms of
Georgian citizens, as well as to
ensure adequate and effective
safeguards against their poten-
tial abuse,” said Hartzell.
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