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Czech Republic Takes Over EU Council Presidency

By Natalia Kochiashvili

C zech Republic starts its Presidency of 
the Council of the European Union on 

1 July 2022, for the second time during EU 
membership. In December 2021, the Gene-
ral Affairs Council endorsed the so-called 
trio program, of 3 consecutive presidencies: 
France, Czechia, and Sweden. The trio 
program was developed at a time when 
the major challenge for the EU was the 
post-pandemic recovery. It has therefore 
been focused on protecting citizens and 
freedoms, developing the European eco-
nomic model, building a climate-neutral, 
green, fair, and social Europe, and promo-
ting its interests and values in the world. 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine in 
February 2022 has brought the necessity 
of a fundamental reassessment of the EU 
priorities and significantly influenced the 
preparation of the Czech Presidency’s 
priorities. It will address the urgent se-
curity issues while carrying on with the 
originally identified files such as the green 
and digital transition of the EU economy.

The motto of the Czech Presidency is 
‘Europe as a task – rethink, rebuild, repo-
wer’. Legacy of Vaclav Havel’s reflection 
about Europe’s role in a global world at 
a historical moment of a reshuffled world 
order and a reminder that Europe is a 
matter of constant work for every citizen. 
This slogan also calls for responsibility 
and proactive decisions based on values 
and conscience.

The political priorities are divided into 
5 cross-sectoral flagship areas. They aim 
at responding to current challenges, as 
well as at pursuing the EU’s long-term 
objectives:

Managing refugee crisis and post-war 
recovery of Ukraine: supporting Ukrai-
ne’s sovereignty by all available means, 
promoting EU solidarity, efficiency, and 
flexibility in managing the migration-re-
lated issues, reaching a consensus on 

 Mrs. Jana Gasparikova, (Deputy Head of Mission, Embassy of the Czech Republic), Ambassador of France, H.E. Diégo Colas and Ambassador of the Czech Republic H.E. Petr Mikyska

the granting of EU candidate status to 
Ukraine, and contributing to its economic 
recovery and stability.

Energy security: reducing energy de-
pendency on authoritarian regimes such as 
Russia, diversifying resources throughout 
the REPowerEU, mitigating the negative 
social and economic impacts of high energy 
prices.

Reinforcement of European defence 
capacities, incl. Cybersecurity: promo-
ting security and defence cooperation 
with NATO, implementing the Strategic 

Compass, enhancing a better intra-EU 
cooperation and strengthening the EU’s 
industrial capacities in strategic areas.

Strategic resilience of EU‘s economy: 
reducing dependence on hostile regi-
mes, strengthening self-sufficiency and 
deepening of the internal market of de-
mocratic states, accelerating digitization 
and adapting free market rules to these 
developments.

The resilience of democratic instituti-
ons: safeguarding values of democracy and 
rule of law, media freedom, transparency, 

open dialogue with citizens both in online 
and offline spaces.

Sectoral priorities in the area of ex-
ternal relations: Promoting a united and 
effective EU in external relations, building 
consensus among the member states in 
coordination with the High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the 
European External Action Service, and the 
Commission.

Deepening the transatlantic partner-
ship and strengthening relations with 
other like-minded countries, Ukraine 
and Eastern Europe, Western Balkans, 
Indo-Pacific, and the Sahel.

Building consensus on granting the 
candidate status to Ukraine, supporting 
the European aspirations of the associated 
countries of the Eastern Neighborhood, 
achieving concrete progress in the EU 
enlargement negotiations, and supporting 
the accession process of Western Balkan 
candidates.

Continuous humanitarian assistance 
to Ukraine and facilitation of the com-
prehensive reconstruction initiative (Re-
build Ukraine); promoting the nexus of 
humanitarian, development, and security 
activities, resilience building, disaster risk 
reduction, and food security.

A calendar of multiple meetings and 
events to be held in Brussels, Luxembourg, 
and Czechia has been released. Around 
two thousand working groups and ambas-
sadorial meetings are planned in Brussels. 
Czech ministers will chair fifty meetings 
with their counterparts from EU countries. 
More than 320 political events will take 
place in Czechia.

Among the most important of these are 
14 informal ministerial Councils and an 
informal summit of Heads of States and 
Governments in Prague. Informal Coun-
cils will reflect the priorities of CZ PRES 
and will be held in the Prague Congress 
Centre to ensure maximum safety of their 
participants.
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 British Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

 According to the British government, the National Cyber Security Centre has worked closely with its 
Georgian counterpart since 2018, providing training and support to improve the country’s cyber capability.

By Khatia Bzhalava

B ritish Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
announced at the NATO Madrid 

Summit on Wednesday that the UK would 
allocate Georgia more than £5 million of 
additional funding to protect against Rus-
sian cyberattacks. The financial aid that 
marks the next phase of UK cyber support 
for Georgia will allow the Georgian National 
Security Council to deliver their new cyber 
security strategy – identifying and repelling 
attacks from those seeking to undermine 
both Georgian and European security.

“The people of Georgia live every day on 
the frontline of Russian aggression. Putin 
cannot be allowed to use Georgia’s sovereign 
institutions to sharpen the knife of his cyber 
capability,” said Prime Minister of England 
Boris Johnson at the NATO Summit. 

The statement on the official website of 
the British government emphasized that 
Ukraine and Georgia have experienced the 
terrible consequences of Russian military 
aggression, both directly on their territories 
and indirectly through cyber and other 
attacks, in the last fifteen years. The sta-
tement also focuses on a cyberattack case 
in 2008, when the world’s first coordinated 
cyberattacks were used to ‘cripple Georgia’s 
security architecture while Russia carried 
out its illegal annexation of South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia’.

As noted in the statement, the UK 

UK Allocates Georgia More Than £5 Million to Protect 
Against Russian Cyberattacks

will also work directly with the Georgian 
Ministry of Defense to bolster its cyber 
defenses and capability. The UK bilateral 
support for Georgia’s cyber security will be 
complemented by an additional package of 
tailored support from NATO which will be 
agreed upon by leaders in Madrid, focusing 
on increased defense training.

As Johnson noted, the UK has wor-
ld-leading cyber prowess and the announ-
ced support will protect not just Georgia, 
but also the UK and all other free demo-
cracies threatened by Russian hostility.

According to the British government, the 
National Cyber Security Centre has worked 
closely with its Georgian counterpart since 
2018, providing training and support to 
improve the country’s cyber capability.

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Gari-
bashvili wrote on Twitter that Georgia 
extremely values the £5 million funding 
from the UK, “to strengthen Georgia’s 
resilience to external threats in cyberspace 
by contributing to both Georgian and Euro-
pean security”. As part of the NATO Madrid 
Summit, PM Garibashvili met with his 
British counterpart to discuss the strategic 
partnership and friendly relations between 
Georgia and the United Kingdom.

By Messenger Staff

I n response to the physical and verbal 
assaults on the "Home to Europe" 

campaign participants, Nino Lomjaria, 
the Public Defender of Georgia, claims 
that the assaults foster an intimidating 
environment and include criminal behav-
ior, which may have a negative impact on 
the right to assembly and expression and 
serve to incite aggression and violence in 
the nation.

“On June 29 and 30, reports have been 
actively spread on the attempts to disrupt 
the information campaign of the “Home 
to Europe” movement at various locations 
and physical and verbal attacks on its 
participants. In particular, according to 
the media, human rights activists, stu-
dents, and politicians, who meet with the 
population to spread information about 
European integration and the peaceful 
gathering scheduled for July 3, are hin-

dered by aggressive groups mobilized on 
the ground. One such violent incident 
took place in one of the buildings of Tbilisi 
State University.

The Public Defender of Georgia 
emphasizes that the organization of a 

Public Defender Releases Statement on Verbal and Physical Attacks  
on Home to Europe Rally Representatives

pre-announced peaceful rally and dis-
tribution of information cards for this 
purpose are fully protected by the free-
dom of assembly and expression, and it 
is the responsibility of the Government 
to ensure the realization of the above. 

It should be noted that attacks on cam-
paign participants and obstruction of 
their activities create an intimidating 
environment and contain elements of 
crime, which may have a detrimental 
effect on the freedom of assembly and 
expression and serve to incite aggression 
and violence in the country.

Thus, the Public Defender of Georgia 
calls on the law enforcement agencies, by 
mobilizing appropriate resources, to facili-
tate the conduct of information campaigns 
by the "Home to Europe" movement in a 
calm and safe environment and to timely 
prevent violations, criminal acts, and at-
tempts, as well as to launch investigations 
into offences. At the same time, it is impor-
tant for the administration of Tbilisi State 
University to effectively ensure the safety 
of students by controlling the entry of third 
parties into the area of the institution and 
immediately responding to incidents”, 
reads the statement.


