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Davit Usupashvili comments on Saakashvili
possibly leaving the politics and MPs

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

elo MP Davit Usupashvili

has responded to Mikheil
Saakashvili’s lawyers who state
that Saakashvili is leaving Geor-
gian politics, saying that
whether he will stay in politics
or not is up to him:

“Since Saakashvili was put in
prison, I supported him as a per-
son. I wish the members of his
family to keep their beloved son,
father, husband healthy and I
wish him to think about other
aspects of his life as well, the
sooner the better,

According to Usupashvili, the
former president should have
been able to remain in the posi-
tion of former president.

“As a politician, I advised
Saakashvili from 2004-2005 that
the role he played in transform-
ing the country suited him and
helped the country as well, be-
cause he set out on the path of
destructive political leadership,
especially in the second half of
his presidency. In 2013, when the
presidential term ended, I also
said publicly, and not only pub-
licly, that the former president
should be able to remain in the
role and position of the former
president, which is a very seri-
ous position for the society if one
wants to do good. I still don’t re-
member the benefits of his be-
ing in politics starting from
2007-2008 and I don’t expect it
now. I do not think that Geor-
gian politics will be negatively
affected by Saakashvili’s depar-

Mikheil Saakashvili

MP Davit Usupashvili

ture from politics. I understand
that his supporters think other-
wise, but all supporters must un-
derstand that nothing is perma-
nent. Everything in politics is

fleeting. Especially such officials
should be able to come and go.
Is the time right now? Did he do
the right thing by arriving in
Georgia? I think that he acted

catastrophically wrong, both per-
sonally for himself and for Geor-
gian political life, but it is up to
him now.” said Davit
Usupashvili

Davit Usupashvili also re-
sponded to some of the Georgian
Dream party MPs leaving the
party and creating their own
‘People’s Power’ party.
Usupashvili thinks that the
‘People’s Power’ party appearing
in the scene actually means the
‘powerlessness’ of Ivanishvili.

According to him, people
should expect that Ivanishvili
will ‘soften the language to Eu-
rope’ and people who say they
want integration in the West will
come forward in Georgian
Dream.

“He already needed this type
of maneuver to somehow keep
all segments of the electorate,
because there is a catastrophic
decline in the part of the sup-
porters of the Georgian Dream,
who imagine Georgia as a mem-
ber of the free European family.
Now Ivanishvili will try to soften
language to Europe on the one
hand. It seems that people who
swear they want Europe will
come forward, while the people
he is actually going to rely on
are sidelined by such maneuvers.
This is a perfectly understand-
able tactical move, but it indi-
cates powerlessness, not invin-
cibility.” said Lelo MP
Usupashvili.
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Georgia’s Economic dependency on Russia is
increasing, Transparency International Georgia says

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

A ccording to the report pub
ished by Transparency In-

ternational Georgia, compared to
previous years, Georgia’s eco-
nomic dependence on Russia is
increasing, which is mainly due
to the increase in remittances.

Transparency International
Georgia has published a new re-
port titled “Georgia’s economic
dependence on Russia; the im-
pact of the Russia-Ukraine war”.

According to the report, in
January-June 2022, Georgia re-
ceived about 1.2 billion US dol-
lars in income from Russia
through remittances, tourism
and export of goods. Which is 2.5
times more than the income re-
ceived from the same sources
from Russia in January June
2021.

“Significantly increased im-
ports of Russian goods, remit-
tances and establishment of com-
panies in Georgia by Russian citi-

zens increase the risk that Geor-
gia will be used to circumvent the
sanctions imposed on Russia.
Transparency International
Georgia studied the existing data
of issues of Georgia’s economic
dependence on Russia, because it
poses a threat to the country. In
particular, it analyzed the trade
between Georgia and Russia,
tourists coming from Russia, re-
mittances, foreign direct invest-
ments and registration of Rus-
sian companies in Georgia by the

end of June 2022.

In January-June 2022, Geor-
gia received about 1.2 billion
USD in income from Russia
through remittances, tourism
and goods export, which is 2.5
times more than the income re-
ceived from Russia in January-
June 2021 from the same
sources. Before the pandemic, it
exceeded the income received
from Russia in January-June
2019 by 36%.

This means that compared to
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previous years, Georgia’s eco-
nomic dependence on Russia is
increasing. This growth is
mainly due to the jump-like in-
crease in remittances.

Transparency Georgia has of-
fered recommendations to help,
saying that the goal of the Geor-
gian government should be to
minimize economic dependence
on Russia.

“With the participation of TI,
in April of this year, we already
made public the recommenda-

tions on what should be done to
reduce economic dependence on
Russia: in order to reduce trade
with Russia, the Georgian gov-
ernment should start working
more actively and quickly to sign
free trade agreements with all
strategic partners with which we
do not yet have such an agree-
ment. Although the real positive
effect of such agreements is long-
term, based on the current situ-
ation, Georgia can more actively
request the acceleration of the
free trade agreement from its
strategic partners; subsidies
from the state budget (grant,
preferential credit and others)
should not be given to such busi-
nesses that increase economic
dependence on Russia.”
According to TI, The imple-
mentation of the mentioned rule
will play an important role in
reducing the dependence of the
Georgian economy on Russia,
which will increase the economic
and political security of Georgia.
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The annual inflation
level in Georgia
amounted to 11.5%,
National Statistics
Office of Georgia report
says
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According to the report pub-
lished by the National Statistics
Office of Georgia, in July 2022,
compared to the previous month
the inflation level increased by
0.2% and the annual inflation
level in Georgia amounted to
11.5%.

The inflation level in Georgia
has reached the record level of

National Statistics Office
of Georgia - Geostat

the last ten years. An increased
level of inflation implies an in-
crease in consumer prices in the

country which results in an in-
crease in the price of goods and
services and a decrease in the
purchasing power of the national
currency. According to econo-
mists and international institu-
tions, the main challenge facing
the country is the high inflation
level.

The Finance Minister Lasha
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Mzia Saganelidze (RFE/RL)

Khutsishvili thinks inflation
and prices will remain a chal-
lenge in the year of 2022 as well.

“According to the forecast at
this stage, it is expected that,
other things being equal, infla-
tion will decrease from March,
although it will remain above the
target rate during the year” The
National Bank’s assessment
reads.

SEB notes that the sharp in-
crease in fuel prices will have a
significant impact on the infla-
tion rate. The National Bank
raised the refinancing rate to a
record 12% and explained that
monetary policy will remain
“tending to tighten” until upside
risks to inflation expectations are
sufficiently mitigated.

‘Lelo’ demands
tightening of the Visa
policy for citizens of
Russia and Belarus

Lelo demands complication of
the Visa regime for citizens of the
Russian Federation and
Belarus, the party releases a
statement regarding this mat-
ter.

As mentioned in the state-
ment, Lelo has had this request
since the first day of the war in
Ukraine, although “this issue is
particularly acute today, after
the number of visitors from the

Russian Federation has in-
creased dramatically.”

“The flow of visitors from the
occupying country is beyond any
control. The relevant structures
do not and cannot control the
citizens entering our territory
from the occupying country, the
country is vulnerable to the chal-
lenges and threats that have in-
creased critically in the back-
ground of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and ongoing hostilities.

It is also important that the
US Congress has directly named
Russia as a sponsor of terrorism
in Georgia,” statement reads.

Lelo demands the implemen-
tation of temporary measures to
control the flow of people enter-
ing the territory of Georgia.

The Lelo party has three
recommendations to decrease
the flow of people from Russia and
Belarus: Introduction of a Visa
regime for citizens of the Rus-
sian Federation and Belarus
(citizens of countries involved in
hostilities with Ukraine); Deter-
mining the validity of tourist
Visas up to 30 days (Visas should
be issued directly at the border
and/or online). Also, For those
who wish to stay more than 30
days, visas should be issued ac-
cording to the procedures drawn
up according to the best prac-
tices of the European Union.
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