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Public Defender Nino Lomjaria criticizes Ombudsman
selection method initiated by Georgian Dream

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

ublic Defender Nino

Lomjaria assessed the draft
law on the temporary rules for
the election of the Public De-
fender, initiated by the “Geor-
gian Dream”, which the Parlia-
ment is rapidly working on.

As the Public Defender notes,
the term of office of the current
Public Defender expires on De-
cember 8, 2022. The request of
the European Union before giv-
ing Georgia the status of a can-
didate country of the European
Union requires, among other
things, to give preference to an
independent person in the nomi-
nation of the public defender, to
conduct the process transpar-
ently and to ensure the effective
institutional independence of the
office. According to the explana-
tory card, the presented bill
serves the purpose of fulfilling
this recommendation.

“Unfortunately, the text of the
draftlaw and the time of the com-
mittee hearing were not known
to the publicly interested persons
in advance, for a reasonable pe-
riod of time. Without the afore-
mentioned preconditions, it is
impossible to talk about creating
the possibility of civil society in-
volvement and the inclusive pro-
cess, which, according to the
Public Defender’s assessment,
must be taken into account dur-
ing the discussion of this impor-
tantissue,” the statement reads.

The statement on the contents
of the draft law states that none
of the international standards or
documents mentioned in the ex-
planatory note speaks of the tem-
porary introduction of public de-
fender selection procedures, but
indicates the need to firmly de-
fine them at the legislative level.

“Also, according to the pre-
sented project, the regulation of

the main issues related to the
election of the public defender is
envisaged by the chairman of the
parliament alone, in the form of
an order, which excludes a high
degree of transparency and in-
volvement. If the current version
of the draft law is supported, the
chairman of the parliament will
also be given the opportunity to
define the circle of subjects pre-

senting the candidate differently
from the law, which raises ques-
tions both from the point of view
of the rule of law and legislative
technique. It is better to regu-
late important procedural issues
and guarantees by the law, and
by the order of the Speaker of the
Parliament, procedural details of
relatively minor importance
should be determined”, the Pub-

Ty
lic Defender said.

The Public Defender expresses
hope that the Parliament of Geor-
gia will take into account the men-
tioned opinions and standards in
the process of reviewing the draft
law, and an impartial, objective
and highly qualified candidate for
the Public Defender will be se-
lected based on them and in ac-
cordance with the best standards.

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he 7™ session of the Associa-

tion Council between Geor-
gia and the European Union was
held in Brussels on September
6, 2022. The session was co-
chaired by Prime Minister of
Georgia Irakli Garibashvili and
EU High Representative for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy
Joseph Borrell. After the meet-
ing, the Association Council is-
sued a joint statement to the
press.

As mentioned in the state-
ment, the participants empha-
sized the readiness of the Euro-
pean Council to grant Georgia
the candidate status as soon as
it fulfills the priorities defined in
the opinion of the European Com-
mission. It also says the future
of Georgia and its citizens lies
in the European Union.

“In this context, the European
Union welcomed the work
started in the Parliament of
Georgia and called on the ruling
party to engage in an inclusive
process together with represen-
tatives of civil society and par-
liamentary opposition groups.
The European Union called on

EU Association Council issues
for Georgia

joint statement

the Georgian political forces to
unite, work together and coop-
erate in order to fulfill the men-
tioned priorities, which is the
most important task. The Euro-
pean Union emphasized that
Georgia’s European path is a
merit-based process. The Euro-
pean Union is ready to use all
tools to support it,” the statement
reads.

According to the statement,
the document includes jointly
agreed priorities aimed at pro-
moting the implementation of
the Association Agreement, in-
cluding the Deep and Compre-
hensive Free Trade Area.

The Association Council noted
that the effective implementation
of the Association Agreement
and its component of the Deep
and Comprehensive Free Trade
Area, which is related to the
broader process of regulatory
convergence and necessary re-
forms related to it, contributes
to the creation of appropriate
conditions for strengthened eco-
nomic and trade relations with
the European Union, thereby
contributing to Georgia’s further
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gradual economic integration
into the internal market of the
European Union, as provided for
in the Association Agreement.

“The European Union wel-
comed Georgia’s implementation
of a number of complex reforms
and the successful convergence
of its own legislation with the
EU legislation in many fields.
However, the EU expressed sig-
nificant concerns about the lack
of substantial progress and nega-
tive developments in several key
areas in 2021. The European
Union called on Georgia to re-
double its efforts to further con-
solidate democracy and reduce
political polarization, strengthen
the rule of law, the independence,
impartiality, and accountability
of the judicial system, and the
fight against corruption,” the
statement said.

The European Union called on
Georgia to further increase re-
spect for human rights and fun-
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EU Association Council issues
joint statement for Georgia

damental freedoms, including
gender equality and to ensure
equal treatment of men and
women in social, political, and
economic life. EU also empha-
sized the importance of freedom
of the media and the involvement
of civil society towards persons
belonging to minorities, regard-
less of religion or belief, race, eth-
nic or national origin, gender,
language, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, ability, and others.

Democracy, rule of law, and
human rights are the main pri-
orities that determine Georgia’s
progress on the European road.
The Association Council wel-
comed the progress on Human
Rights 2022-2030 in the process
of strategy development. The
European Union has repeatedly
noted that the planned discus-

sions in the Parliament of Geor-
gia create a good opportunity for
an inclusive approach and proper
consultations with all key actors.

The European Union empha-
sized the need, in the context of
the July 5, 2021, Thbilisi Pride
March, to ensure effective and
efficient investigations of vio-
lence against media profession-
als and to strengthen preventive
measures. The European Union
called on Georgia to hand over
all criminals to justice and at the
same time noted the steps taken
in this direction. The European
Union welcomed that the events
related to Thilisi Pride in 2022
took place in a peaceful environ-
ment.

The Association Council em-
phasized the critical importance
of Geneva’s international discus-

sions and incident prevention and
response mechanisms in working
on and resolving challenges aris-
ing from the August 2008 con-
flict between Russia and Georgia.

“The European Union and
Georgia condemned the so-called
integration signed between the
Russian Federation and the
Abkhazia region of Georgia, as
well as the Tskhinvali region/
South Ossetia. Further imple-
mentation of the “agreements”
and other illegal actions of Rus-
sia in these regions, including
the strengthening of militariza-
tion and the erection of barbed
wire along the administrative
dividing lines, which violate the
sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Georgia,” the press re-
lease reads.

The Association Council ex-

Swiss Franc - 2.9090

pressed concern over the severe
human rights situation in the
Abkhazia region and Tskhinvali
region/South Ossetia, particu-
larly arbitrary detentions, re-
strictions on the right to free
movement, violations of the right
to property, and the right to
study in one’s native language,
discrimination against Geor-
gians on ethnic grounds, and
impunity for the killing of Geor-
gian citizens.

The European Union recog-
nized Georgia as one of the main
partners in the region and em-
phasized the importance of Geor-
gia-EU cooperation in the field
of foreign and security policy.
The EU welcomed Georgia’s con-
tinued participation in crisis
management operations and
missions within the framework
of the Common Security and
Defense Policy, namely the EU
Military Training Mission in the
Central African Republic and the
EU Training Mission in the Re-
public of Mali.
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‘We started the
inclusive process, but
some parties do not
participate in it’ PM
Garibashvili says

According to Prime Minister
Irakli Garibashvili, the govern-
ment is ready to cooperate with
the opposition and conduct an
inclusive process to implement
the recommendations of the Eu-
ropean Union. According to him,
the government opened the door
to everyone, but the opposition
party refuses to participate in
this process.

The Prime Minister spoke
about this at the press confer-
ence together with Joseph Borrell
and Oliver Varhelyi after the
meeting of the Association Coun-
cil.

“As soon as the decision of the
European Council was an-
nounced, we presented a specific
action plan on July 1, with spe-
cific deadlines for each priority,
and started an inclusive process
involving various political
groups: opposition parties, the
government, and civil society.

However, I would like to note
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with a heavy heart that some
political parties do not partici-
pate in this process.

We will continue to work
faithfully to fully implement the
Association Agreement, includ-
ing Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade. We have recently
adopted a new association
agenda for 2021-2027, which re-
flects our ambitious goals,” said
Garibashvili after the meeting of
the Association Council.

EU will support Georgia

on its way to European

integration, Borrell and
Varhelyi say

The High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Jo-
seph Borell, responded to the
holding of the 7th session of the
Georgia-EU Association Council

mllml

on the social network Twitter.

Borell wrote that the Euro-
pean Council has confirmed
Georgia’s bright European per-
spective, and Georgian political
forces should use this historic
opportunity to move forward on
the path to the European Union.

“After the European Council
confirmed Georgia’s bright Eu-
ropean perspective, I chaired the
first session of the EU-Georgia
Association Council. The politi-
cal forces of Georgia should use
this historic opportunity to move
forward on the path to the Euro-
pean Union. The European
Union is ready to be by your side
on this path,” Joseph Borrell
wrote.

European Commissioner for

Enlargement and Neighborhood
Policy Oliver Varhelyi noted that
the European Union will con-
tinue to support Georgia in
achieving results in order to give
Georgia the status of a candidate
for the European Union.

“Together with Joseph Borrel
and the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia, Irakli Garibashvili, we dis-
cussed the priorities of the com-
mon agenda of the European
Union and Georgia. In this diffi-
cult time, we will continue to
support Georgia to achieve re-
sults in order to give Georgia the
status of a candidate for the Eu-
ropean Union,” Oliver Varhelyi
wrote on Twitter.
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All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.
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English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,
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expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
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