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Irakli Kobakhidze criticizes US Embassy
assessments on the wiretapping law

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

WWW.MESSENGER.COM.GE

hairman of Georgian

Dream Irakli Kobakhidze
called the assessment of the US
Embassy on the law on wiretap-
ping “misinformative” and “po-
larizing”. He said that he hopes
that the US Embassy will pay
more attention to its positions in
the future.

“Such statements,
disinformation records, of course,
encourage polarization in Geor-
gia. If the goal of our partners is
depolarization in Georgia, of
course, they should avoid mak-
ing such polarizing statements.
Moreover, we see that the radi-
cal opposition immediately uses
it to polarize the situation. This
is very sad and regrettable,” said
Irakli Kobakhidze.

According to the Georgian
Dream chairman, the statement
of the American Embassy con-
tains “two wrong references”.

“The first is that it is said that
the law does not comply with
European standards, which is a

lie... No one has been able to pro-
vide a legal notice, especially no
one who has said which standard
is violated. Ask any of them
which one standard is violated,
including the embassy and no one
can tell you anything. They have
not been named yet. It’s been six
months since the changes were
made and not a single legal note
has been made, which is one un-
fortunate lie that slipped into the
embassy’s statement.

Another sad, heavy thing is
written. I don’t know if you want
to call it a lie, but it should be
taken seriously as if this law was
deliberately passed to control the
citizens. This is also incompre-
hensible because in English it is
written monitoring, in Georgian
- control. There is a difference
even 1n the translation, these
terms are similar in English.
Citizen control is what this law
is not really about. It is about the

control of criminals and it is dis-
turbing when the statement of
the American Embassy equates
criminals and citizens of Georgia.

This law is written very
strictly. Everything is precisely
defined, including deadlines, the
procedure for extending dead-
lines, and categories of crimes.
The law applies only to the cat-
egory of rather serious crimes,
and when these serious crimi-
nals and potential criminals are

equated with Georgian citizens,
it is, to put it mildly, mislead-
ing. I don’t know why such mis-
takes are regularly made in the
embassy’s statement. This is
very hard for us,” said
Kobakhidze.

The US Embassy in Georgia
wrote that the law on wiretap-
ping adopted by Georgian Dream
contradicts the recommenda-
tions of Western partners and
the conclusion of the Venice Com-

mission. According to the
embassy’s assessment, the pur-
poseful adoption of such a law,
instead of bringing Georgia
closer to Europe, distances it
from it.

According to the opinion, the
surveillance mechanism of co-
vert surveillance measures in
Georgia is inadequate and a com-
prehensive review of the exist-
ing covert surveillance systems
is needed.

Davit Usupashvili comments on the procedure
of electing the Public Defender

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

elo MP Davit Usupashvili discussed

the changes in the regulations re-
garding the procedure for electing the
public defender in an interview with re-
porters.

“The government’s plan is to create an
image of support for the opposition can-
didate, it will be the same as when
Salome Zourabichvili was an independent
candidate during the presidential elec-
tions. We will not participate in this hy-
pocrisy,” he said.

According to MP Usupashvili, the
majority introduced worse points in the
draft in the second reading than in the
first reading.

“Lelo supported the bill in the first
reading yesterday and proposed to the
government to take a one-week pause, to
fix a lot of things, clear the fog that ac-
companies these records, and take steps
together. Instead, the government in-
sisted that we accept it now as if it were

CONTINUED ON Page 2
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one and two weeks that destroy a coun-
try.

In the second reading, compared to the
first reading, worse points were found
written in the regulations, namely, that
according to the current legislation, a fac-
tion and a political group can present a
candidate separately, together, in consul-
tation with others, etc. Now the govern-
ment advises us that the chairman of the

parliament will select a 9-member com-
mission, which will assign points to those
who want to be candidates, that is, those
who want to be candidates will be num-
bered by points.

It is necessary that 7 candidates are
nominated by already selected factions
and political groups, this means that po-
litical groups are deprived of the right
to support each other’s candidates so
that the “Dream” has the opportunity to
choose at least one of the 7. In other

words, the candidate they want will be
nominated by some opposition group
close to them, there will be 6-7 others,
and choosing any one of them and sup-
porting them will create a bulwark of
democracy. We tell them that we will
not follow you in these games because
we do not know how those 9 men will be
selected and how they will evaluate, how
these points will be written,”
Usupashvili said.

The draft amendments to the regula-

tions regarding the procedure and proce-
dures for electing a new public defender
were unanimously adopted by the Par-
liament in the second reading - with 80
votes.

In contrast to the voting in the first
reading, the deputies of “National Move-
ment”, “Strategy Agmashenebeli” and
“Lelo” did not support the draft legisla-
tive amendments prepared by “Georgian
Dream” in the second reading.

The News in Brief
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Working group on
femicide to be created
in the Parliament

on identifying and analyzing the
factors that influence the num-
ber of femicide cases. In particu-
lar, the work of state institutions
and existing gaps in this direc-
tion, the standards of coverage

of cases of femicide by the me-
dia, as well as the level of public
awareness and its impact on the
crime of femicide will be ana-
lyzed.

The Gender Equality Council
and Committee invite all parties
interested in the protection of
women’s rights to participate in
the work of the working group.

“We call for special involve-
ment of women members of par-
liament. The idea of protecting
women’s rights has always
united us to a large extent, and
we believe that joint efforts will
bring tangible results in this
process as well,” the Permanent
Council for Gender Equality and
the Committee for Human
Rights Protection and Civil In-
tegration said in a joint state-
ment.

USAID talks about
corruption and im-
peachment of high
officials in Georgia

Under the title “Taking away
windows of opportunity to elimi-
nate kleptocracy”, the US Agency
for International Development
(USAID) publishes a document
that includes instructions on how
to eliminate kleptocracy in differ-
ent countries.

The document is a guide for
US aid programs, for the em-
bassy in Georgia, for donors
working in “countries trapped by
severe corruption”.

The document published by
the anti-corruption working
group talks about corruption in
the country after “Georgian
Dream” came to power, and it is

noted that “after 2012, the win-
dow of opportunity against cor-
ruption and kleptocracy was
closed.”

We read in the document that
the issue should become “the
basis for the implementation of
specific political levers by the
United States, which implies, for
example, the freezing of assets
of corrupt government members
and the impeachment of high-
ranking officials involved in cor-
rupt schemes.”

Based on the evaluation of
Transparency International -
Georgia, the document mentions
that “in Georgia, there is a state
capture by an oligarch, secret
business deals in Russia and
impunity of corrupt officials,
which is a syndrome of the Geor-
gian government”.

On the initiative of the Stand-
ing Council for Gender Equality
of the Parliament of Georgia and
the Human Rights Protection
and Civil Integration Commit-
tee, a systematic investigation
into femicide is being launched.

According to the report of the
Parliament, a working group
will be created for this purpose,
which will study the issues of
detection, prevention, and pre-
vention of femicide cases, includ-
ing the existing challenges and
opportunities for improving the
system of prevention of femicide
cases.

According to their reports,
within the work of the working
group, attention will be focused
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English language daily is an
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not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
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style of a source written in
English where possible.



FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022 The Messenger Event P3

On September 7, Georgian Institute of Politics in coordination with the Embassy of Japan in Georgia held
a seminar “Thirty Years of Diplomatic Relations Between Georgia and Japan” on the occasion of 30 years
anniversary of diplomatic relations. We are very honored to welcome Dr. HIGASHINO Atsuko, Dr. Mariam Bibilashuvili,
Dr. MAEDA Hirotake and Former Georgian Ambassador to Japan, Vano Machavariani in the seminar presenting and
discussing the milestones/achievements in Japan - Georgia relations for the last three decades and the future prospect of
our bilateral relations. It was very significant that two Japanese prominent scholars attended the seminar. The
relationship between Japan and Georgia will be expected to be further deepened through this kind of person-to-person
exchange in academic spheres. The embassy of Japan in Georgia plans to hold Business Form in Tbilisi in the beginning
of November to encourage Japan-Georgia business ties as well.
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Prof. Kornely KAKACH]A, Dirgctor, Georgian Institute of Politics
(GIP); Thilisi State University
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Dr. HIGASHI
Atsuko

Dr. HIGASHINO Atsuko, Professor, Graduate School of Business Ms. Medea Tamazashvili, Japan Desk Officer, Ministry of Foreign
Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba Affairs of Georgia
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Dr. Mariam BIBILASHVILI, Affiliated researcher, Special Program in Dr. Hirotake Maeda, Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Japanese and Eurasian Studies, University of Tsukuba Sciences, Tokyo Metoropolitan University

Ambassador Vano MACHAVARiANI, Former Ambassador, Georgian
Embassy to Japan
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