#175 (5235)

“Impartial,

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2022

Informative,

Insightful”

GEL 3.00

WWW.MESSENGER.COM.GE

There is no evidence for including Ivanishvili in
the sanctioned list, Mamuka Mdinaradze says

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

Mamuka Mdinaradze, the
chairman of the parlia-
mentary faction “Georgian
Dream” discussed the inclusion
of Bidzina Ivanishviliin the list
of sanctions by the National
Anti-Corruption Agency of
Ukraine with journalists and
said that talking about any se-
rious sanctions and lists will ul-
timately require evidence and
there is no such evidence to base
a certain decision on.

As Mdinaradze mentioned,
not a single fact has been estab-
lished that anyone deserves any
sanction.

“Even Bidzina Ivanishvili’s
lawyer talks about certain infor-
mal sanctions himself. Imagine
how much interest there is on
the other side that even the Swiss
banking system, which was one
of the most solid systems for de-
cades, has become secondary to
the other interest we are talk-
ing about today.

Therefore, I think that with-
out evidence, ultimately, there
is nothing in nature to base a
certain decision on. It will be dif-
ficult to talk about this topic,
although the actual sanctions,
which, for example, were im-
posed by the Swiss bank and
Bidzina Ivanishvili’s lawyer is
talking about, are in our face.
But talk of any serious sanctions

and lists will ultimately require
evidence. You cannot give me
any evidence that can be used
as a basis for any sanction.

“When our opponents, inside
the country, hate this country
even more and talk without evi-
dence and arguments that Geor-
gia is a “black hole” and every
day they bake new “fakes” in
order to pretend that the govern-
ment is somehow damaged, at
this time, in the eyes of the
world, Georgia is damaged.

They don’t shy away from
this, and even in the background
of all this, not a single proof has
been voiced, not a single fact has
been established that anyone
deserves any sanctions or the
country deserves such enmity,
which they are carrying out,”
said Mdinaradze.

Mamuka Mdinaradze also dis-
cussed “Lelo’s” request for the
introduction of a visa regime
with Russia.

“Lelo” - such a party does not
exist, there is one party “Na-
tional Movement”, which is di-
vided into “National Movement”,
“Lelo” and “Strategy
Agmashenebeli”, although it is
Vashadze’s two-member party.
Actually, this is one nucleus that
does everything to damage Geor-
gia”

As Mamuka Mdinaradze
pointed out, “a party of war and
betrayal composed of stateless

Mamuka Mdinaradze

people will never succeed.”

“I can’t imagine, on the basis
of so many “fakes”, putting up so
many fake, populist motions just
to damage “Georgian dream”, but
at the expense of the state. What
these people and their owners are

doing causes damage to the im-
age of our country and the citi-
zens of Georgia in the eyes of
many people around the world.
This hysteria of theirs, which is
inside the country and then they
take it outside the country,

causes damage to Georgia, they
do not hesitate to damage the
“Georgian Dream” and the Geor-
gian state follows this. Thisis the
enmity of Georgia and that is
why we call them stateless
people.” he said.

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

MG has published the infor-

mation regarding the trans-
parency of decrees adopted by the
government and said that the
last decree was published on the
website of the Government of
Georgia on September 26, 2020,
since then none of the decrees
adopted by the government in
2021 or 2022 have been made
public.

The publication claims that at
least 3 decrees are approved at
each government session, and
among them are decreed on the
privatization of state-owned real
estate in the form of direct sale
and transfer of property to indi-
viduals or companies at a nomi-
nal price.

The regulation of the Govern-
ment of Georgia obliges the au-
thorities to upload all decrees on
the website no later than 3 days
after receiving them, except for
issues related to state secrets.

According to IDFI, a court
session has not been held on the
matter so far. Consequently, the
non-governmental sector does
not have access to the decrees,
which should be public, even if
they are requested.

The senior analyst of the or-

The government has not made the

decrees public for 2 years, thereby
violating the law, BMG says
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ganization Transparency Inter-
national, Sandro Kevkhishvili,
in an interview with Formula,
stated that the non-publication
of the decrees is probably a po-
litical decision made at the level
of the Prime Minister. Accord-
ing to him, this means that the
government does not consider
itself accountable to inform the
population of its decisions.

“In the case of decrees, none
of the channels for receiving in-
formation work: this informa-
tion is neither posted on the
website, nor is it posted on the
legislative bulletin, nor do we
receive these documents in case
of public information requests.
This can only mean that there
is a political decision made here
at the highest level, probably at
the level of the Prime Minister,
not to release this information.
This means that the government
has lost its sense of accountabil-
ity towards the population, that
it does not consider itself obliged
to report to the population re-
garding its decisions, and these
decisions, very often, contain se-
rious corruption issues,” Sandro
Kevkhishvili said.

The administration of the
Government of Georgia has yet
to comment on this issue.
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By MaLKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

he “humanitarian policy

concept” approved by Putin
can be perceived as a double
threat for Georgia. First, the
Russian concept envisages the
“development of cooperation”
with occupied Abkhazia and the
Tskhinvali region, and on the
other hand, the “protection of the
Russian-speaking population”,
which is a familiar trick of Mos-
cow to justify its aggression in
neighboring countries.

Whatever also provides for the
protection of the Russian-speak-
ing population, is perceived as a
direct threat to Georgia, al-
though “Georgian Dream” does
not see a reason for concern.

If we carefully consider this
list, we should exclude the three
Baltic countries, which are
members of NATO and the Eu-
ropean Union, we should also
exclude Moldova, which Russia
does not directly border and
Ukraine separates from
Moldova, with which Moscow is
not doing well in the war. There
remains Georgia, one-fifth of
whose territory is already occu-
pied by Russia.

Previously, Putin has threat-
ened Georgia with many things,
- he has stopped the supply of
natural gas, he will ban the im-
port of Georgian products into
Russia, he has expelled Georgian
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Putin uses the Russian population in
(Georgia as his new threat

citizens from Russia, he has also
started a war against Georgia,
but he did not talk about the pro-
tection of the Russian-speaking
population for the simple reason
that after the collapse of the So-
viet Union, the Russian-speaking
population. In fact, the population
was no longer in Georgia.

But recently, especially after the
Russian attack on Ukraine and
the introduction of Western sanc-
tions against Russia, many people
from Russia and Belarus have
flocked to Georgia. There were
favorable conditions for this: Geor-
gia had a visa-free regime with
Russia, introduced by Saakashvili
(while Russia has a visa regime
with Georgia), and those who came
from Russia can stay in Georgia
for the whole year.

The opposition has long been
expressing concern over the un-
controlled entry of a large num-
ber of Russians into Georgia. On
the land road entering Georgia
from Russia, at the customs of-
fice of Lars, several kilometers
long queue of light vehicles to
enter Georgia has turned into a
common story.

“Georgian Dream” did not see
any problem in this and still does

not see it today. According to
them, it is tourism that contrib-
utes to the country’s economy.
Of course, some of these people
are really tourists and will leave
Georgia at the end of summer.
But it is clear that we are not
only dealing with tourism. Rus-
sian citizens who have entered
Georgia actively buy real estate
and become individual entrepre-
neurs, thereby obtaining the
right to reside in Georgia.

No one controls what the Rus-
sian citizens, who have been do-
ing business with, are doing in
Georgia for months. “According
to Transparency International -
Georgia, during only four
months of 2022 (March - June),
about 6,400 Russian companies
were registered in Georgia,
which is 7 times more than the
annual rate of 2021. A total of
13,500 Russian companies were
registered in Georgia, and half
of them were registered after the
start of the war in Ukraine.

According to their own infor-
mation, 93% of registered com-
panies from March 2022 are in-
dividual enterprises. This means
that a part of Russian citizens
came to Georgia to live and do

business. There is an assump-
tion that one of the main direc-
tions of their activity is to cir-
cumvent the sanctions imposed
on Russia by the West. No one
from the Georgian government
is talking about this either.

The opposition is afraid that
among the people who have ar-
rived from Russia in an uncon-
trolled and massive manner,
there are employees of the Rus-
sian special services, who have
been sent on a special assignment.

Here they use the example of
Ukraine, where some of the
people who came from Russia
and settled in Ukraine long be-
fore the start of the war turned
out to be saboteurs and actively
helped the Russian military. The
opposition often repeats that
“Georgian Dream” has not de-
tained any Russian agents dur-
ing its 10-year rule.

Are there Kremlin agencies
among tens of thousands of people
arriving from Russia? Of course,
there is, and the positive answer
to this is a woman arrested in
Albania on charges of Russian
espionage. This is Svetlana
Timofeeva, aka Lana Sator, who
before her arrest in Albania of-

ten entered Georgia as a tourist
and, as noted, walked freely and
took strategic and military ob-
jects without hindrance.

The opposition demands the
introduction of a visa regime
with Russia. The “Droa” move-
ment also presented a special
plan, which involves the intro-
duction of three-week tourist vi-
sas for Russian citizens, restric-
tion of business registration for
them, restriction of registration
of private property, and restric-
tion of the right of residence.
“Georgian Dream” completely
ignores such requests.

Some citizens of Russia and
Belarus settle in Georgia and no
one restricts them. On the con-
trary, under the conditions of the
“Georgian Dream”, they have cre-
ated a very comfortable environ-
ment. Thereis already an attempt
to open Russian private schools in
Thilisi and Batumi. They are go-
ing to work according to “Moscow
programs”, which is a gross vio-
lation of Georgian legislation, and
such schools should be closed.
However, this can already be con-
sidered a “violation of the rights
of the Russian-speaking popula-
tion” in the Kremlin.
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‘Our services try to
filter unwanted guests -
so, be calm’ State
Security Service head
Liluashvili says
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The head of the State Secu-
rity Service says that the rel-
evant services are doing every-
thing to “filter out unwanted
guests” at the border.

“Russian tourists came in
2018 and 2019. In 2019, there
were exactly twice as many en-
tries in the reporting period, and

neither sabotage nor terrorist
act occurred. Our services, to-
gether with the Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs and other struc-
tures, try to filter out unwanted
visitors as much as possible, you
will not be allowed to see in pub-

lic space citizens of other coun-
tries detained at the border or
expelled from it, who were no-
ticed in harmful actions or there
were reasonable suspicions. So
keep calm.

There are zero statistics of
crime, from incoming tourists,
so keep calm, don’t panic. If
someone wants to send agents,
it doesn’t need to bring in 900
thousand visitors, it needs to
bring in 500-200-100 people.
There is no way that 1,000 or
2,000 agents will be allowed into
the country,” he said.

PM Garibashvili
meets with CEO of
Gebrueder Weiss

Prime Minister of Georgia
Irakli Garibashvili met Wol-
fram Zenger-Weiss, Chief
Executive Officer of the large
Austrian transport and logis- p~
tics company Gebrueder
Weiss, the information was re-
leased by the Government Ad-
ministration.

The discussion at the meeting
touched on the favorable invest-
ment environment in Georgia
and the ongoing and planned

investment projects of the com-
pany.

The potential of Georgia in the
direction of logistics and trans-
port and the growing interest of
foreign investors in this field
were emphasized.

It was noted that one of the
main decision-making factors for
business is the predictability of
the environment, and in this
regard, Georgia is a reliable and
stable business partner.

Gebrueder Weiss is a large
Austrian transport and logistics
company with investments in
35 countries around the world.

President meets with
representatives of the
local government in
Mestia

The President of Georgia met

“~ tiative of teaching Svani lan-

with representatives of the local
government in Mestia. At the
meeting, they talked about the
importance of sustainable devel-
opment and infrastructure
projects in Svaneti for the growth
and development of tourism.
Among the infrastructural
projects, the road connecting
Ushguli and Lentekhi was high-
lighted.

“During the meeting, the par-
ties discussed the uniqueness of
the Svan language and its his-
torical status among the Geor-
gian languages. As it is known,
a few months ago the President

of Georgia came out with the ini-

guage in schools. At the meet-
ing, Svaneti received an invita-
tion to participate in the re-
gional week in the Orbelian
. Palace.
Holding the regional week in

‘. the Orbelian palace is the ini-

tiative of the president, the pur-
pose of which is to introduce and
show the advantages of local cul-
ture and economy to the capital
city and the general public,” said
the information released by the
presidential administration.
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