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‘Georgian Dream’ takes initiative to hold elections
electronically in Georgia

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

he ruling “Georgian Dream” party is

taking the initiative to hold elections
electronically in Georgia. The chairman
of “Georgian Dream” Irakli Kobakhidze
made the relevant announcement at a
briefing held at the party’s office.

According to him, the mentioned deci-
sion will be one of the most important
constituent parts of the election reform,
which will minimize and reduce the prob-
lem of manipulation of election results.
According to the initiative, voter regis-
tration and voting will be carried out us-
ing electronic equipment in the majority
of polling stations, including all cities and
large settlements, which will cover at
least 70 percent of voters.

Kobakhidze explained the advantages
of their initiative to hold elections elec-
tronically. As he said at the briefing, the
implementation of the initiative will end
speculations, including the so-called car-
ousel principle and other manipulations.

“Regarding this initiative, in particular,
all non-radical parliamentary political par-
ties are included in the working group,
their initiative was also to discuss this is-
sue. Therefore, we are sure that these ini-
tiatives will be supported by them. We have
a successful experience in implementing
electronic technologies. By-elections were
held in 8 precincts in the same Batumi.
Voting was also done electronically. This
initiative has many positive and no nega-
tive sides. Therefore, we expect that this
initiative will be highly appreciated. In any
case, an objective observer will not be able
to make another assessment in this re-
gard,” said Kobakhidze.

According to him, if the initiative is
implemented, the official results of the
elections will be published sooner. As
Irakli Kobakhidze said, “3 radical parties
are not participating in the process”.

“Exit polls have often become the sub-
ject of manipulation. As you know, four

exit polls are announced and they are all
different. Exit polls will no longer be nec-
essary, official election results will be fully
available to the public at 9 o’clock. In
addition, the issue of invalid ballots, about
which there has been much speculation,
will be resolved. The imbalance in the
protocols will be corrected, etc. This will
be a very important component of the
reform, and we are sure that an objec-
tive observer will give a very high rating
to this initiative. As for other points, we
have the same approach to all points. We
opened the door as much as possible for
all subjects, all political parties, however,
you know that 3 radical parties are not
participating in the process. Our door is
absolutely open. As far as non-governmen-
tal organizations are concerned, there is
a simple “red line” that has to do with
standing on stage and making political
demands. There are 3 or 4 non-govern-
mental organizations of this type, which

came out directly with political demands.
Of course, their involvement in this pro-
cess would be absolutely unnatural. The
door is open for all other non-governmen-
tal organizations,” stated Kobakhidze.

According to the chairman of Georgian
Dream, Irakli Kobakhidze, elections may
be held electronically in large precincts,
but not in small precincts.

As Kobakhidze explained at the brief-
ing, after the initiative to hold elections
electronically, questions on 10% and 20%
will be removed.

“Why do we say 70%? It’s likely to be
much higher, 80%-90%, but there will be
small polling stations where implement-
ing the hardware is simply not cost-ef-
fective. There are precincts consisting of
30 voters not only abroad, but also in
Georgia. There is no rational implemen-
tation of electronic equipment, especially
since the number of voters as a whole is
very small. About 10% will actually be

discussed. As soon as this equipment is
introduced in 70%-80%-90%, naturally,
questions on 10% and 20% will be re-
moved. As for overseas precincts, there
are often 10-20 people voting per precinct,
it can be done there too, however, how
cost-effective will it be to bring the equip-
ment there when the number of voters is
not large...Let’s see, naturally, every-
thing will be discussed. In large districts,
it can be conducted electronically, but not
in small districts”, said Kobakhidze.

In addition, Kobakhidze noted that
“this is not about voting remotely, from
home”. According to Kobakhidze, the is-
sue of remote voting, including in the case
of representatives of the Georgian
diaspora, is associated with great risks.

Kobakhidze explained that the initia-
tive to hold elections electronically im-
plies participation in voting at polling
stations through the equipment, and the
risks of remote voting should be weighed.

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

he head of “Fair Elections” ISFED)

Nino Dolidze responded to Irakli
Kobakhidze’s statement about conduct-
ing elections electronically. She said that
ISFED is not against elections being held
electronically if all international stan-
dards and electoral principles are met.

“We are not negative if all international
standards and electoral principles are
respected - at this stage, the process of
implementing the recommendations of
the European Commission is not inclu-
sive. Therefore, the process will have con-
fidence only after a consensus has been
reached between all political parties, and
among them, the positions of civil orga-
nizations will be taken into account.”

According to Nino Dolidze, technology
is not the only thing that will increase
trust in elections.

“Since we were not involved in this
process, we do not know the legislative
change in detail, we only know this state-
ment made by Irakli Kobakhidze.
ISFED’s one of our recommendations was
that in the future, in terms of eliminat-

ISFED not against electronic elections
if meeting international standards

ing human errors and simplifying the
processes, it is possible to switch to tech-
nologies, although of course all interna-
tional voting standards must be observed
here. Among them, secrecy, etc. Further-
more, it is internationally recommended
that the transition be phased in after it
is guaranteed that there will be no tech-
nical glitches. We are not negative if all
international standards and electoral
principles are respected.

I think it is possible to introduce it,
although how far it is at 70% is certainly
a matter of judgment, and in this regard,
I think it is important to have a consen-
sus both among the political parties and
among all the parties involved. You know
that this process was discussed only in
the working group, including where we
were not civil organizations precisely be-
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cause we were not allowed, and there were
no opposition parties, and therefore I want
to tell you that the process was not inclu-
sive at this stage and only after that it
will have a trust in the process, which
consensus will be reached among all po-
litical parties and the positions of civil
organizations will be considered among
them.

Just switching to technology does not
guarantee good elections. Technology is
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ISFED not against electronic elections
if meeting international standards

not the only thing that will increase trust
in elections. First of all, it is very impor-
tant, and this 1s our recommendation,
and among them, it is also in the recom-
mendations of Charles Michel, that it is
important to staff the election adminis-
tration.

And also, one of the important points

is the continuation of the constitutional
amendment, which was started in order
to talk about the improvement of the elec-
tion process in general,” said Nino
Dolidze.

The “Georgian Dream” is taking the
initiative to hold elections electronically
in Georgia. Party Chairman Irakli

Kobakhidze made the relevant statement
at a briefing held at the party’s office.
According to him, this decision will be
one of the most important constituent
parts of the election reform, which will
minimize the problem of manipulation of
election results.

The News in Brief

PREPARED BY MESSENGER
STAFF

Pashinyan speaks to
PM Garibashvili on
military escalation

between Armenia and
Azerbaijan

will return to the negotiation
table and the situation will be
resolved peacefully. The Prime
Minister of Georgia once again
confirmed the readiness of Geor-
gia to carry out active mediation
for de-escalation and peace in the
region”, the statement reads.
After the clashes on the bor-

According to the information
of the government administra-
tion, the Prime Minister of Geor-
gia, Irakli Garibashvili, talked
to the Prime Minister of Arme-
nia, Nikol Pashinyan. According
to the statement, Pashinyan in-
formed Gharibashvili about an-
other military escalation and the
situation created between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

“The conversation was held at
the initiative of the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Armenia
Nikol Pashinyan. Nikol
Pashinyan informed Irakli
Gharibashvili about the situation
created as a result of another
military escalation and confron-
tation between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Armenia.

Irakli Gharibashvili ex-
pressed hope that the parties
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der of Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Armenia appealed to Moscow,

the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) and the
United Nations for help.

Intense fighting on the Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan border started on
September 13, around 00:05.
Azerbaijan accuses Armenia of
organizing large-scale sabotage
and provocations and says that
they started acting in response
to all this.

Tbilisi Mayor Kakha
Kaladze: NGOs are
political parties

The general secretary of
“Georgian Dream” and the
Mayor of Thilisi, Kakha Kaladze,
talked to journalists regarding
the role of NGOs in politics:

“Non-governmental organiza-
tions are involved in politics, we
listen to political statements,
and they are directly represented

as a party. They are political
parties,” Kaladze said.
According to him, the content
of anon-governmental organiza-
tion is absolutely different in re-
lation to non-governmental orga-
nizations operating in Georgia.
“Not only should funding be
transparent, but all their ac-
tions should be transparent.
They should be apolitical and
unfortunately for us, everything
is going upside down. The atti-
tude towards non-governmental
organizations in society is their
merit. You have seen all these
years, in all the past periods,
during the election process, af-
ter the election, what kind of
agenda they have. Unfortu-
nately, they are ordinary politi-
cal parties. When your name is
a non-governmental organiza-
tion and you are involved in the
falsification of PVT. It is very

heavy in terms of being directly
involved in a revolutionary sce-
nario. This was one of the main
and most important components

that “Georgian Dream” exposed,
and after the disclosure of the
leaders of “Georgian Dream”,
this topic, which was very seri-
ous, was raised,” said Kakha
Kaladze.
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