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General Characterization of the Thesis ~J@ 155520
sNs=2NMmads

Subject and Goal of the Research. The research deals with samples of
triconch architecture and the issues related to the development of the triconch as an
architectural theme in Georgia. Apart from its purely typological aspects, the
research takes into account the regional perspective. The majority of triconch
monuments are located in Tao-Klarjeti, a southern province of historical Georgia,
which is now part of Turkey. It was in this region that the development of the
triconch and its use in cathedral architecture appeared possible. The research aimed
at an in-situ examination of surviving tritons monuments and recording; obtaining
archive materials; classification of monuments according to stages based on an
analysis of the existing materials; investigation of monuments which either have
not been previously investigated or have been examined insufficiently; assessment
of the artistic value of buildings and their dating; exploring the history of the
tritons as an architectural theme; revealing of the character, nature and possibilities
of the type; identification of the conditions that favoured the adoption and
development of the triconch as a theme in Georgia; assessment of the role of
architecture of the mentioned type in the history of the development of medieval
Georgian architecture.

The study was carried out on the basis of Zegani (Zaki) Church, which is
one of the most interesting examples of the triconch type. Zegani architecture and
relief carvings adoring the building provide rich evidence for investigating a large
array of issues related to medieval Georgian, and orthodox art in general.

N

&

The relevance and scope of the thesis. Several monographs have been
devoted in the west to the development and the reasons of the origin of triconch
type, while not a single monograph has been wrilten on the triconch type in
Georgia. However, fragmented researches have been carried out addressing
separate examples of this type. Only G. Chubinashvili reviewed briefly the history
of this type and expressed his opinion on the formation of this type in Georgia.
Ekvtime Taqaishvili obtained a large number of valuable materials during his
expeditions to various regions of Georgia in 1902, 1907 and 1917. The following
monuments of the triconch type were revealed at that time: Zegani (Zaki), Dort
Kilisa, Bakhchalo Kishla, Ortuli, Tamruti, Isi and Oshki. Separate tesearches have
been devoted to a number of triconches (Telovani, Vachnadziani, Uraveli,
Jvarzeni), but Avnevi has never been studied. There was a lack of graphical
documentation. Unpublished materials stored in the archives were not classified.

The relevance of the theme is defined by the following aspects: the
monuments of Georgian architecture, including the triconches located in what 1s
now Turkey, had been considered as Armenian or Armenian-Chalcedonian. The
analysis of the samples of triconch type along with the path of the evolution
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undergone by this theme, rescinds the attempts of the mistaken interpibe@tids GBS

art; at the same time, the materials on triconch churches provided sl i $8dHM - o

that are part of the monasteries built in and outside Georgia will assist in the
objective treatment of the migration of this type in orthodox Christendom.

Scholarly Novelty of the Research. The thesis is a first attempt to
examine triconch type churches known to us in their integrity and to compare them
with samples of this type located abroad, as well as with other types of Georgian
monuments. The expedition undertaken in 1996 allowed us to make an updated
record of Georgian triconches and new measurements (by the architect N.
Bagrationi) and to develop a graphic reconstruction of the monument. The
monuments were dated using the method of comparative analysis.

The role of Zegani (Zaki) in medieval Georgian architecture and relief, as
well as the importance of the triconch as an architectural type in terms of the
formation of Georgian cathedral architecture, has been determined.

Practical Value of the Research. The research will assist scholars
specialising in medieval Georgian architecture, in the period of the 9" and 10"
centuries in particular, as well as those interested in the investigation of triconch
and other architectural types. The research will be useful for those specializing in
medieval stone carvings, orthodox symbolism and liturgical canons. The paper,
including the graphical materials provided in it, can be used in the preparation of a
syllabus at highest educational institutions and in compiling text-books.

Graphical reconstructions should be useful for the architects of
contemporary churches, among whom the triconch type definitely appears to be
popular.

Approbation. Discussion of the research was held at Nel Session of the
Depariment of Medieval Architecture of the G. Chubinashvili Institute of Georgian
Art History, on June 17, 2005. The issues and conclusions provided in the research
are addressed in seven publications, a list of which is attached to this paper. Some
of the issues considered were presented at scientific conferences at the Thilisi State
University in 1996, 2001 and 2002, at the International Medieval Congress at
Leeds University (UK) in 2004 and at the Central European University in Budapest
(Hungary) in 2002 and 2004.

The Scope and the Structure of the Research.

The research contains 150 printed pages and consists of an intreduction,
three chapters (divided into sub-chapters) and cenclusions. The principal text is
enclosed with the notes (37 pages) and the list of references.
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The Introduction explains the principle of the selection of the theme and
the goals set for the research.

The sub-chapter Definition of Term contains the definition of triconch as
an architectural type. The term “triconch” in architecture means a centrally planed
space structure to which apses are attached on three sides under the right angle and
topped with conches.

The sub-chapter The History of the Triconch Theme and Major
Characteristics of the Type deals with the main issues related to the study of the
triconch type. The origin of the triconch type remains obscure to the majority of
researchers, possibly due to the lack of ancient materials and to the multi-
functional character of the architectural form itself. G. Chubinashvili considered
that in Georgia this type emerged as a result of the transformation of the
{etraconch; some western scholars search the archetypes of the triconch type in the
megalithic cultural temples, while others think that the type originates from
tricliniums and caldariums characteristic of the secular architecture of the period of
antiquity. The establishment of the triconch as an architectural type in Christian
ccclesiastic architecture can be explained by several factors. However, some
scholars search the roots of this form in oriental Christendom (1. Strigowsky),
others in “Sohagi type” memorial churches (0. Wulf), or in Roman burial
architecture (E. Riviora, N. Kurtovi¢-Foli¢). It has been suggested that the
architectural form originated in different cultures independently and undertook its
own devclopment (E. Veigard, Th. Steppan). The popularity of the triconch
architecture in the Middle Ages is largely related to the monasteries on Mount
Athos. A group of scholars (Th. Steppan) believe that the triconch version of cross-
domed churches first appeared on Mount Athos, while others consider that triconch
“amrived” on Mount Athos from Georgia, namely from Tao, in the course of the
construction of the Katolicon of Iverians Monastery and later became a model for
the reconstruction of Katholicon in Great Lavra and of all significant churches on
the Mount Athos (M.F. Castelfranchi).

Chapter 1. Zegani (Zaki) Triconch

The sub-chapter Location deals with the geographic setting of Zegani.
The church lies 5 km from the village of Zarabuka, within the borders of present
day Turkey. In medicval times this was Erusheti province, which together with
Mitskheta and Manglisi was one of the first centres of Christianity in Georgia.
Apart from this, the place is related to the activities of the first Christian king of
Georgia Mirian and to the Byzantine Emperor Constantine the Great (324-337).
Frusheti Eparchy, mentioned in the list of the first Episcopal sees in Georgia, was
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renowned not only for 1ts history and relics, but for its bishops. T@:ﬁm Arpriad
with the govemning bodies of the Kingdom of Kartli and thus comtpbutgdtg the:
strengthening of Georgian state mentality and policy. It is quite natural that in the
period when Georgian statchood was becoming stronger and ecclesiastic
construction reached its apex, that a large number of valuable churches and forts
were built in the Erusheti eparchy, among which Zegani (Zaki) appears to be the
largest and most beautiful.

Historical sources contain no reference to Zegani (Zaki). The note made
by Vakhushti Batonishvili, when describing the main church of Erusheti eparchy as
“domed, splendid, well-preserved, but no longer in usc”, can be considered the
only information on the church. The plan of the Erusheti Episcopal Church,
representing a large basilica, and the fact that Vakhushti had not traveled to this
area, allows us to assume that the description of the Episcopal Church belongs to
Zegani Church. Zegani (Zaki) is not marked on any of the maps. Notes on the
village are in XVI century Turkish manuscripts “The Great Book of the Gurjystan
Vilayet” and "The Great Book of Childir Vilayet". Ekvtime Taqaishvili published
the results of his cxpedition of 1902 in the 12 volume in the Russian Journal:
Marepuansl no Apxeonormu Kaekaza (MAK), T.XII, M., 1909 (Materials on
Caucasian Archaeology).The publication contains the most important mformation
on Zegani architecture and reliefs. The church was measured by S. Kldiashvili and
the photographs were taken by A. Mamuchaishvili in 1902,

The sub-chapter Description and Reconstruction provides a description
and reconstruction of the monument based on the new measurements, the materials
of the expedition obtained in 1902, some of which were printed in MAK. The
unpublished materials were obtained in the archive of Ekvtime Takaishvili at the
Kekelidze Institute of Manuscripts.

The church was blasted in the second half of the 20™ century. At present,
itis in a critical condition. Only the south arm and separate walls of the west arm
have been preserved. The church has following dimensions: 20x13.50m; the south
apse 3.65x2.80m; the conch height 2.19m; the length of the west arm 16.60m; the
thickness of the walls 1.30m: the thickness of the drum 0.75m; The external and
internal masonry and structural details are made of neatly hewn grayish-red blocks
arranged evenly. The walls are filled with rubble and cobble stones set in mortar.

Zegani (Zaki) Church is a triconch building with pastophories on the Fast
and with the clongated west arm. It used to have a wooden-platform gallery. The
dome rests on the corners of the arms, from which pilasters project in the form of
stairs rather than pylons. The transition from the central bay to the dome is effected
through pendentive-squinches. The drum is adorned with a dodecahedral arcade
Testing on paired pilasters. The dome semi-circle is embellished with twelve shafts,
uniting in the centre, which lends an original appearance to the church. Each of the
three apses has a slightly horseshoe shape, while the arches marking the conches
and the west arm are slightly pointed. The small pastophories has entrances from
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the lateral apses. The apse terminates in an additional arch. The “lncdmhf‘JmJFm‘H
west arm are separated from each other by pilasters forming an addifohai=tép EHe J 9
three-stepped pilaster-arches provided on the transversal walls divide the
rectangular arm into two parts, the west one being shorter. The west arm borders a
narrow long gallery-ambulatory to the south-west, the southern section of which
terminates in an apse in the east. Both doorways leading to the church are in the
west arm (in the west wall and east edge of the southern wall). Access into the
church is only possible through the gallery-ambulatory. The interior receives light
through eight windows, four of which are located in the arms (one in each) and the
remaining four, in the drum. The west and cast windows of the dome are elongated,
while the south and north ones are circular. There is one more small, circular
window at the bottom of the dome, the function of which is considered in the sub-
chapter Relief Carvings. The floor must have been of hewn stone, and the solea
raised with one more step.

The cruciform shape of the outer masses, clearly revealed on the plan and
in the interior, is achieved through the sharp accentuation of cross-arms. There are
four arms around the dome 1o correspond with the threc apses and the west arm.
Three arms located under the gable roof terminate in gables, while the eastem one
is pentagonal and projecting. The pastophories are linked to the lateral apses, but
are significantly lower and are covered with a roof slanting to the east, which
provides for an original composition of fagade arrangement. With the aim of
freeing the space in the east from the excess mass of the walls, 45" triangular
niches, culminating in fan-like apses adorned in different ways, are arranged
between the apses. The niches lend decorativeness to the fagade. A photograph
dated 1902 vaguely shows the ribs of the edges marking with the shafts terminated
by globes.

In terms of the artistic and decorative adornment, the dome is the most
remarkable part of the church (the round drum is circumscribed by interlaced
cornices in the lower and upper sections, including the middle horseshoe-shaped
paired shafts and corbels; the dome is roofed with sharp-ended hewn tiles). The
east and south facades are remarkable for their lavish decoration: all figural and
ornamental relief carvings were concentrated on thesc sides. The master tested his
“experiments” on the latter

The description and reconstruction of the structure shows that Zegani
Church was a remarkable and original piece of architecture, designed by a master
obsessed with the desire to create something new.

The sub-chapter Analysis is the most extensive segment of the research,
providing a comparative analysis of the volume of Zegani Church in all its vared
parts. The sub-chapter is divided into ten sections.

The section A Tri-Conch in the Interior provides a comparison with
cruciform structures the interrelation of arms of which is similar to that of Zegani
Church (e.g. Samtsevrisi, Opiza, Midznadzori, Dolisqana, Ekeki, Kinepos, Mukh-
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Lajigilisi). Such a composition allowed the Zegani master to un%,crfs,ﬁp_‘x ey
within a central bay, which later nawrally grew into the dome. Owing to the
slightly pointed shape of the arches in the central square and the form of the
conches, the emphasis is placed on the upper section of the vault, i.e. the dome
circle. The impression of elevation created by the pointed arches actually reduces
the effect of a closed space in horseshoe-shaped apses. Therefore the three conches
and the west arm (which used to be marked off by means of a pointed arch) are
assembled in the centre of the composition under the dome, which is remarkable
neither for its height nor abundance of light, but its adornment. The dodecagonal
arcade of the drum and the twelve shafts in the dome symbolically represent the
astrological calendar — twelve months of the year, tespective celestial bodics and
their guardian evangelists, who ultimately demonstrate the infinity of the world and
the church as an icon of the infinite world.

The embellishment of the drum with an arcade is also characteristic of
other churches located in Tao-Klarjeti: Gogiuba-Gogubani, Doliskhanz, Eni
Rabati/Shatberdi, Opiza, Ekeki, Ishkhani, Changli. The analysis shows that there
has never been a common principle in Tao-Klarjeti. Each mason treated his artistic
task according to his own understanding.

The section Pastephories provides a comparative analysis of Zegani
church ¢ phories with other of the same period. These small
compartments appear to be unaccomplished in form as well as in volume due to the
deliberate attitude of the mason. The diminution of the shapes of the pastaphorics
allowed the mason to retain the cruciform composition in the outer masses.

The section West Arm is dedicated to comparative analysis of the west
arm of Zegani Church and those of other triconch churches including samples from
Tao-Klarjeti and other parts of Georgia. The west rectangular arm is substantially
elongated. The bay under the dome is shifted to the east instead of being located in
the centre. The trend of elongation is revealed as in cruciform as well as in single-
nave churches in the same period with Zegani. There is one characteristic feature to
be pointed out: elongation in south Georgian monuments is mainly achieved by the
west arm, while in the rest of Georgia it is attained by the whole body of the
structure.

The section Pilasters and Arches considers the stages of adoming the
longitudinal walls of a variety of churches (single-nave, three-church basilicas and
the west arm of the domed churches) and the characteristic features, which largely
define the plasticity of the church interior and creates space of different types. We
conventionally classified three types of space. Their classification under these
groups does not always follow the chronological principle. Some masons used
progressive forms earlier than others. In general, there is without doubt the
existence of a stage-by stage tendency towards picturesque forms. The list of
monuments also shows that such development of space arrangement was not
limited to separate regions. This was a trend that characterised the development of
Georgian architecture in general. If at the initial stage a tectonic effect was created
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by deepening niches and by the defragmentation of pilasters arti7afehiésiand)
changing intervals, later this impression was achieved through thielfiabttinfngl
space and the creating of the effect of “elevation™. Wall-niches and pilasters
equally served to create a space organism, a lively, mobile system, where the
balance is achieved by counterbalancing two masses of different weights. This
group (Zegani, Beris Saqdari, Satkhe, Pekrasheni, Paravani, Poka /1030-1040/,
Khtsisi) can conventionally be described as plastic, due to the plasticity achicved
through the narrowing of the space being the main characteristic. In other cases, the
monuments which we will now consider shall be affiliated with this group, as
they more vividly revealed the drive from plasticity to decorativeness.

The section Gallery deals with the architectural forms and, at the same
time, attempts to analyse the knowledge concerning a gallery as a functional
element of a church. Consequently, this section considers the liturgical canons of
the orthodox Christians and the place of the congregation under these rules, where
world history from the creation to the Second Coming is symbolically inlivened.

Ek. Taqaishvili did not place an emphasis on the spatial arrangement of
the Zegani west arm. A gallery does not have an additional stone support.
Considering this, the opinion proposed by D. Khoshtaria suggesting that the gallery
here as well as in Eni-Rabati (Shatberdi) was wooden, seems valid to us. A
photograph shows in the west wall to the south of the window a small doorway
leading to the gallery; it is to be assumed that the stairs were also made of wood.
The gallery could be aceessed without going through the main nave of the church.
The gallery at Tsromi and Vashlobi was also accessed through the north-west
corner of the narthex; at Tsirkoli, it was accessed through wooden steps stretching
along the north and west facades; at Dolisqana, Tbeti, Vachnadziani, Gurjaani and
Otkhta Eklesia it was rcached from the outside, through an ambulatory and a
narthex. The gallery in the process of the liturgy can be considered in relation to
the narthex or the yard, rather than to the main nave, since it appears in the same
planc as its entrance when the entrance is arranged from the outside, 1.c. is
designed for those who do not enter the church during the liturgy, and who cannot
participate in Holy Communion, may not worship an icon, and who do not have the
right to stand in a church.

Despite the diversity of opinions expressed conceming the gallery,
nobody doubts that galleries provide extra space in a church and scrve to
accommodate more people. There is no straightforward answer as to the function
of this section of a church, or of who used it and on what occasions. G.
Chubinahvili noted that “frequently, samples differ in this regard”. V. Beridze’s
opinion, shared by D. Khoshtaria, is that “a gallery may have had different
functions, or may have been multi-functional”, e.g. some of the galleries were
divided from each other and in some cases even had separate access stairs (Sepieti,
Sinkoti, Oshki, Otkhta, Tbeti, etc).

In the 7 century, a gallery was called a Katehumenon. It was owing to
this name that is was first regarded as a place for catechumens. K. Kekelidze noted
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The liturgy of the orthodox consisted of two parts — the liturgy o
catechumens and that of the orthodox. The reading from the Holy Scriptures and
sermon is followed by the prayer for catechumens, when the latter are requested to
leave the nave of the church (/fe catehumeni, missa est ) and the doors are closed.

It appears evident that the gallery has diverse functions: a place for
catechumens, or for women, or for kings and nobles, or for the choir or for monks;
multi-functionality seems to have been developed not only in time and space but
even within one church and this at separate periods of time. The fact that the
galleries were used for various purposes indicates that thay did not have a strictly
determined function, which would be subordinated to the strict rules of evening
mass. If a gallery had been conceived to serve purely liturgical purposes, it would
never, at no stage, have taken on a non-liturgical function, such as providing a
residence in Klarjeti Tsqarostavi, Armazi in Ksani, Iqalto and Bieti in Ksani.
Therefore, it is “independent™, free of church rules, complying only with the
requirements of the given church and the given epoch. These requirements seem to
be both ecclesiastical and secular

Who occupied the gallery at Zegani during liturgical services? If in large
churches located in Tao-Klarjeti - and not only there- it served only the royal
members, the “path™ to the Zagani gallery and the size of the door does not let us
assume that it was a place for the most respected members of society. At Zegani,
this entrance is so plain and small that going through the door (possible only with a
bowed head) would be acceptable only for those of very low social classes or the
most modest. Due to the lack of typikon and shortage of historical sources, it is
difficult to determine the liturgical traditions of the church based on general data,
apart from the fact that it concerns the second half of the 10" century, a period in
which the region was characterised by multiple changes and various influcnces.

Quter Masses: The East Fagade consists of several voluminous “layers”,
namely: a pentagonal projecting apse with bema-like space, pastophorics, niches
and the dome which most probably dominated this fagade.

The projecting apse of Zegani, and the east fagade respectively, is
different from all Georgian churches provided with projecting apses. A projected
apse was morc or less typical at each stage of the development of Georgian
architecture. Earlier churches employed this form of emphasizing the volume of
the apse. It was most clearlz reflected in the basilicas dating from the period
between the 5™ and the 6" centuries and in domed compositions (Bolnisi,
Svetitskhoveli, Bitchvinta /4™-5" centuries/, Nokalakevi basilicas, Dzveli Gavazi,
Ninotsminda, Mankhuti single-nave churches and cruciform churches). The variety
of projected apses is typical of the advanced Middle Ages (Atskuri, Gelati,
Tcheremi Cathedral, Thilisi Mectekhi, Khobi, etc), as well as of the late Middle
Ages. The projecting apse is not regarded as an architectural form of building
dating from a particular period of time, but is rather considered to be a
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characteristic feature of a group of churches located within the pan;ﬁi;c’uhqirggjoq HII
is more typical of western Georgian architecture (Martvili, Tsale 1&;1}1@%@“3
multi-apsed, Sepieti, Bzipi, Tkwiri, Khobi, Mokvi, Bitchvinta, afl dafing from the
10® century; Najakhobo, Otsindale dating from the 12" century). The projecting
apse was often applied by the masters of the Tao-Klarjeti school (Erusheti basilica,
Vashlobi, Kineposi, Parekhta large single-nave church). This form was not used in
large constructions; it is more typical of architectural monuments of modest
dimensions. The Tao-Klarjeti masters constructed projecting apses when a building
had more than one apse, i.e. in triconches, tetraconches, and multiapsed churches
(including the two-apse Church of Dort Kilisa). There are six tri-conch churches
with projecting apses in Georgia. The construction of projecting apses can be
considered a rule for the variations in other countries in domed churches as well as
in basilicas terminating in a tri-conch

The projecting apse, the circular outline of which is marked by a semi-
circular or polygonal wall in the exterior, was certainly not created for Christian
churches, though its use is contemporary with Christian ecclesiastic architecture.
All churches in Constantinople had projecting apses. One of the reasons for this
was that there were no pastophories, or additional chambers in the lateral sides of
the apse. The same tendency is obvious in the Latin West (e.g. Milan, Holy
Apostles (begun in 382), Milan, S. Tecla (nmid 4™ century), Virginum, Milan, S.
Simpliciano (late 4* century), Trier (380), Rome, S. Clement (380), S. Sabina’s
(422-432), the Salonika Church of St Demetrios (5“' century/, Adriane’s stoa in
Athens cathedral from the 4"-5™ centuries; Perustica in Trakia, the 7" century Red
Church; St Gereon’s Church of the 4™ century in Kéln, etc).

Although the ecclesiastic architecture of the Christian Orient had the
triple sanctuary plan from the outset, projecting apses were still being built. In the
middle of the Byzantine period, when the tri-partite altar was exported from
oriental Christendom to Constantinople, the altar apse and the side apses  were
visible in the outer masses. The projecting altar apse in Byzantium was
complimented with additional compartments for the prothesis and diaconicon for
liturgical needs and ultimately, combining the two traditions, all three apses
appeared to be projecting. This form of arrangement of the eastern part appeared
acceptable both for Oriental and Oceidental Christendom, both in medieval
ecclesiastic architecture and later in the Balkans, Greece, Salonika, Macedonia and
Asia Minor, Trabzon, Georgia and Armenia. Strangely enough the part of south
Georgia, which was most closely related to Byzantium and Asia Minor, never
applied the formula combining these two traditions; however, such churches in the
cast are found widespread in Apkhazia, as well as in Imereti and Samegrelo
regions. As for the triconches, there was more possibility for moving the semi-
circular forms outside, due to which the projecting apses appeared more numerous.
The earliest three-span compositions, created much earlier than the Christian art,
equally revealed a circular outline of walls in the interior and the exterior (Tivolli’s
Adrian’s Villa), unless they were adjoined by another building on one side. The
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early Christian triconches, which were included within the church) EIS§ oty [
revealed the apse forms in their outer masses (S. Sixtus and S. Sd'{&{s:ﬁr”ﬁréme!d' J
Adam Kilise, Belovo, Khersones, Gravedona, Doklea, Ksar Hellal, Bir-Ftouha,
Henshir Redes, Concordia Sagittaria, etc).

At Zegani, roofs at the east end form a horizontal line. It is noteworthy
that the mason created a so-called “basilica™ facade on the lateral elevation (south
and north) rather than on the east one, thus making for a completely original and
unique composition. It is possible that such roofing was a result of the low and
small pastophories, but we believe that the master “estimated” everything to
accomplish his task. For this, he redeveloped Mtskheta Holy Cross Church volume
by shifting the south facade “compasition™ to the east: there are polygonal apses on
both sides. The edge facets form niche walls in both cases; the apse projects from
the church body (created by the pastophories walls in both places). The roofs slope
from the back wall towards the facade. However, under the same conditions and in
accordance with the requirements of the cpoch, the Zegani mason lent more
dynamism and expressiveness to the facade. The effect would be further
strengthened by adding an arcade to the facets. The pastaphoria at Zegani are
lowered, thus underlining the height of the apse. When discussing the irregularitics
of Zegani architecture, we should point out that the apse, projected to the cast
without a peak, which is rather rare, especially after the 10" century. In this regard
Zegani too has parallels with the volumes of Mtskhta Holy Cross Church and
Vachnadziani Church with its projecting apses.

Despite the use of the traditional forms, such as a projecting apse, arcadc
on a fagade and triangular niches, the mason constructed an original composition
different from that of triconches (Georgian as well as Armenian) and other types of
monuments known 10 us.

South and North Facades. Equal attention is paid to the south fagade
construction in Zegani — the church volume and composition is best interpreted
from this side: the south arm terminated in a gable linked to wall of the pastophory,
and to a long arm with an ambulatory to the west. As mentioned before, the
pastophory built with a continuous wall in the south arm is low enough to allow the
roofing to form a so-called “basilica™ contour exactly at the lateral fagades. This
fagade is dominated by the south arm terminating in a gable. The smooth plane of
the fagade is accentuated by a window fumnished with an ornament on the top. If
the elongation of the west fagade in the interior does not hamper the formation of
the unified central space, it fails to provide for uniting the outer masses which, as it
can be assumed, was not even attempted by the master.

The composition of the north facade is the same as that of the south,
though 1t has neither a gallery nor a doorway; neither it appears did have any
decorative adornment.

The west facade, composed of the gabled wall of the west arm and the
wall of the gallery below it, is remarkable for its plainness. Ek. Taqaishvili lefi the
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question whether the gallery was open to the west, unanswered. W%“,‘?ﬁ;‘r‘m U;}}
must have been open. BB 1 U

The dome, made of the drum and a cone-shaped roofing, is 'reTaTt"chy iy
and massive and appears like a real “crown” on the top of the cross-arms. It looks
very lively and dynamic, which is thanks to the original treatment of the arcade and
to the zig-zag arrangement of the lower edges of the hewn tiles. The blind arches
on the wall, resting on shafts and pilasters, first appeared right on the drum. The
carliest sample of the unbroken arcade known to us can be found in Telovam
Jvarpatiosani Church, Kabeni (the Ksani Gorge) and in the Nekresi domed church
and in Gumbatiani Saqdari (Kakheti). The Ksani Gorge, along with Kakheti, can be
said to have been most progressive and productive for Georgian architecture of the
8% and 9™ centuries. It is the achievements and aspirations revealed in this
architecture that found further development in the Tao-Klarjeti architecture. It is
therefore natural that the first samples of facade blind arcades were cxported to
Tao-Klarjeti from east Georgia and that they later acquired function of the drum
adornment (Opiza, Dolisqana, Eni-Rabat, Khandzta, Ekeki, Changli, Solomon-
Qala, Erusheti Tskarostavi). First they appeared at the circular window drum at
Tsromi; later they were enlivened again at Telovani in the Ksani gorge and further
developed in Tao-Klarjeti. The circular window at the drum would not be enough
for providing sufficient light to the interior. It was probably due to this that the
circular windows at Zegani, Kineposi and Ishkani were placed next to the long
windows.

The section relief carvings provides a full list of the relief carvings and
decorative elements which was obtained as a result of the compilation of various
sources: the donor’s composition on the stone of the south door tympanum within
the gallery; the figures of three animals on the south facade of the west arm under
the cornice; the image of St George on the top of the apse window, on the south
facade; the interlaced Cross on the south facade, under the gable; the ornament
with the figures of an eagle, a bird and a lily-of-the-valley on the drum, under the
cornice; a figure of some bird on the drum, under the comnice (the figure is not
visible on the photo, but it was indicated by E. Tagaishvili); the ornament adorned
with a lily-of-the-valley on the drum; this relief stone lics among the debris;
twisted ornament, the sketch of which was made by S. Kldiashvili and the location
of which is unknown; a four-figure composition (four figures connected to each
other), published by E. Taqaushvili in MAK-XII, the photo is of a very Tow quality,
it was lying on the cast side in 1902; the figure of Samson Slaying the Lion
indicated only by E. Taqaishvili - he found this stone fallen in the east side. E
Taqaishvili assumed that these two compositions adorned niches. Solomon’s ring,
also known to us from the photo published by E. Taqaishvili, was lying in the east
part in 1902; a large stone carved with a splendid cross which, according to E.
Tagqaishvili, should have been located on the top of the east window; the relief
cross in the interior, in the arcade of the altar apse, the carved cross in a circle with
the figures of doves between the cross-arms in the interior, in the apse of the first
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side; capitals adorned with floral and geometrical omaments 1aMUguEiUbuJbHﬁl
arcade on the drum; friczes formed of globes and twisted circlesihé Falfiid 66
which were lying among the debris,

Particularly noteworthy were two relief carvings, one of which is located
below the comnice, in the east part of the dome and is a relief carving adorning a
small circular window which seems to be out of place. The horseshoe-shaped brow
on the top of the window is provided with an eagle with raised wings on one side
and an eaglet, on the other. According to one of the versions of eagle's
iconography, an eagle taking its baby bird up in the air towards the sunrays
symbolizes Christ on D day. The latter position is a symbol of Doomsday
and the Second Coming, the reflection of which, to our mind, is an opening to
provide a view of the Second Coming. Another example is R’safah Holy Cross
Church in the north of Syria (551) with a round opening in the east conch to view
the Second Coming, a teophanic event. A cross is carved below the window in
R’safah church conch. According to the description provided by E. Tagaishvili, “a
carved cross can be seen in the arch of the altar apse™.

Equally interesting was a donor’s relief at Zegani located in the west arm
on the monolithic stone of the tympanum in the south. The fate of the relief is
unknown and it can be discussed only according to the photographs. A complex
composition, made up of eight figures, adomns a plain neutral background without
decorative motifs. The left part of it features the Hodigitria-type Virgin with the
Child, too large for her lap

There are two figures on the right of the Virjin. The upper part shows an
angel, flying from left to right, and the lower one is a figure of a sitting man “with
his hands on his breast and with legs crossed in an oriental way™ (E. Taqaishvili).
This figure is located lower than all the other figures and is smaller than the rest.
The two figures are related neither by the direction of movement nor by the
context.

The compositional group of the donor is the central and the most essential
part of the relief carving. The figure of a man is dirccted from left to right. There is
a church in his hands. The structure with an annex and an arcade actually complies
with the architecture of Zegani and reflects it from the east. There is a figure of a
hare (rabbit) at the feet of the donor, below the church, which repeats the
movement of the donor. Taking into account the symbolic meaning of a hare in
carly Christian iconography, it can be assumed that here it personifics an adult
seeking God and salvation through baptism. As for the idea of the donor relief, it
“relates” the conversion of the donor to Christianity as a step towards the God. The
donor, sitting with his legs crossed, is shown as a Mushm, at an early stage of life.
This is evident according to his pose, clothing, and the place of the figure in the
overall composition of the drawing. In contrast, the figure with a model of a church
in his hands shows him already as a Christian. The location of the relief carving
within the ambulatory, on the top of the south door tympanum may be indicative of
the place of catechumens, those being prepared for baptism within the church.
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The arrangement of Zegani relief carvings and decorative cl[eﬁ’lanl\g reveals
a deep knowledge and premeditated concept, orthodox  inter talibh Jand!
philosophical consideration, and is not remarkable for decorative a perdss il -
beauty. The church, representing a micro model of the cosmic world with its
perennial and temporary values, the world, having committed many sins before the
appearance of the Saviour, awaits the Day of Judgment.

The sub-chapter Church Dating summarizes the basic characteristics of
Zegani architecture and its decoration and other factors which allow us to assign
the monument to the second half of the 10® century.

Zegani simultancously reveals the features of the earlier monuments and
progressive approaches. However, the outdated elements are not perceived as
archaic. Moreover, they are equally important, for example: the horseshoe shape of
the apses and fagade arches remind us of the transitional epoch and an carlier stage
of development; the circular windows and the dispersed interior lighting (as
opposed to the contrasted lighting of later periods); irregular decorative system; the
expressive arcade on the dome. The decorative system at Zegani still reveals a
mystic mood loaded with Christian symbolism; the arrangement of the east part
demonsirates the constant searches of the master, which bring him back again to
the period of transition; meantime, Zegani is characterised by features that assign it
to the second half of the 10" century, namely: the building technique, use of arcade
on separate parts of the facades, type of rehef carvings, their composition and
plastic treatment; the massive brow on a window, plastic composition of the
interior, pilaster arches and pointed conches.

Chapter 2 considers all Georgian triconch churches known to us (apart
from) cathedrals dating from the 10% and 11" centuries, the study of which, to our
mind, is beyond the limits of the present thesis and should be considered as a
separate task. The monuments located within Turkey are considered extensively;
those already studied are considered in relation to the features that identify them as
triconches.

The  Sub-Chapter  Vachnadziani  Qvelatsminda: Tri-Conch
Pastaphories deals with the domed church of Vachnadziani —a Kuppelhalle type
church (S"‘-Q“‘ cc), with 2 dual use of triconch composition.

The pastophories of the identical composition are located on both sides of
the sanctuary. They are divided into two spatial sections: a triconch and a west
rectangular arm. The small chamber space fully reveals the valuable characteristics
of a triconch: a cruciform composition, thythm achieved through apses, unified
inner space obtained through a balance between the main (triconch) structure and
its dependant (west arm).

Triconches built as additional compartments reveal their forms by
projecting in the form of triangles into each of the three sides. Tri-lobed
compositions at Vachnadziam are considercd to be the carliest samples of triconch
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type in Georgia. It is without doubt that triconch was not an invehfioh 5of the)
Vachnadziani master. Before constructing this church, he had pradablé:lediniadi g o
lot and traveled extensively to become acquainted with the ccclesiastic architecture
of other countries. At an carly stage of development, the triconch appeared as a
complementary compartment, one of the parts of a large building; meanwhile,
already in the mid-Byzantine period (9™-10" cc), several large churches with tri-
lobed pastophories existed both in Constantinople and the Christian Orient.

Although the Vachnadziani triconch is not an independent, free structure;
In spite of it it demonstrates the features which set the trend for triconches in the
later period, Vachnadziani as if presents the codified information that took centuries
to be deciphered.

The Sub-Chapter Telovani Jvarpatiosani deals with the church and its
tri-lobed composition considered 10 be the earliest triconch, located at the
beginning of the Ksani Gorge. This is a small domed church, built of cobble on
mortar; the structural elements are made of neatly hewn stone.

On the plan, the cast part of the cruciform church is filled with adjacent
compartments, which can be accessed only through the lateral arms. The sanctuary
apse is a circular projection, which slightly protrudes to the east and has separate
roofing. The west arm is rectangular and short. Each arm has a gabled roof. There
are bemas in front of each apse. The bema of the sanctuary apse is relatively short,
and that of the lateral arms is long. The plan is remarkable for its uneven
proportions. The cast apse is wide and low, while the lateral apses are narrow and
tall. The central bay at the interjection of the arms has the form of an elongated
rectangle instead of being square. Additional support arches are used 1o provide for
a square bay. The transition from the square bay intruding into the arms to the
octagonal drum is cffected through four massive squinches, while eight small
squinches, arranged as a sccond row, to form the circular base of the dome. The
interior is not lighted proportionally. Each of the three doors leading to the church
is located in each of the three walls of the west arm; clongated and large windows
are provided for the lighting of the apses; the dome receives weak lighting through
its four circular and parallel-jambed windows.

The interior of the Telovani triconch, designed in the same manner,
provides for an innovative and “strange” space. Isi triconch shows the closest
affinity with Telovani, The space in each of the churches is divided into two parts,
those of the triconch and those of the west arm. Both churches have pastophories.

We share the opinion of scholars, when dating the Telovani Church as
belonging to the 8" century.

The Sub-Chapter Isi deals with a triconch located to the east of Lake
Torturni, in historical Tao (now in Turkey).

The dimensions of the church are 16.3x10.56m; the west arm is 7.24m
long; the east apse is 3,48m wide; the thickness of the wall ranges from 1 m to
1.3m; the walls have preserved 2.5-3m of their length, and the church is about 1.5-
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2m under ground level. Excavation would doubtless bring to light many interesly
details preserved intact. The plan of the church appears evident uponé‘ﬁ'f ﬁi:
interior and not only allows to better mterpret the “inner space”, bilt 18V al
reconstruct the masses and details of the church. The church consists of two main
sections — the triconch and west arm; the base of the plan is formed by three
horseshoe-shaped adjacent apse arms without bemas. Despite the sanctuary apse
being slightly deeper as compared to the lateral apses, an observer, standing in the
central bay, interprets the space as being horizontally developed due to the location
of the chancel barrier in front of the apse. This feature is characteristic to all
triconches of simple composition. This trend is most vividly reflected in the
Telovani Jvarpatiosani triconch, where a transvers axis is obtained through the
narrowing of side arms and the inclusion of bemas. The places of interjection of the
apses form rectangular corners. This outline allowed the master to organize and
extend the inner space.

The west arm is divided from the three-apsed central bay by massive
pilasters. The arm is elongated and is almost of the same length as the trifoil
composition. Each of the transversal walls is articulated by three massive pilasters
and arches.

The outer body of Isi Church consists of two parts, one of which
comprises three apses, the central bay and pastophories and is crowned with a
dome, and the west arm. There are niches terminating in circular conches on the
exterior of the west, south and north walls.

A summary of the features typical of the church will allow us to date it
correctly. The most vivid feature of Isi is its archaic character, reflected in the use
of mixed building techniques, small roughly cut blocks under which mortar can be
seen, indicative of the §%.9™ centuries; irregularity of architectural forms both on
the plan (slightly trapezoidal) and of separate forms (door arches); division of
space and a lack of the unified dynamic space; west arm isolated from the apse
nucleus, development of trifoil composition towards one side (relating Isi to
Telovani); plastic articulation of the west arm, massive non-articulated pilasters
widening the space and reinforcing its tectonic character, which is typical of late gt
and early 9™ century churches; the interior lighting is not uniform. The number of
windows is limited, which is also indicative of the g".9™ centuries; absence (or
lack) of decorative elements (at least the absence of the system) makes Isi different
from the churches dating even from the first balf of the 10" century.

These and other features affiliate Isi with 8%.9" century architecture. No
trace of ecclesiastic building activity has been preserved in Tao from the 8"
century, therefore it can be assumed that the church was constructed no later than
at the end of the 9* century.

The sub-chapter Ortuli and Tamruti deals with two triconch churches
surviving in Turkey, which Can no longer be detected. Their existence is attested
only by E. Tagaishvili. There is no plan for Tamrtuti. However it is known that
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Tamruti was a simple triconch with a projecting east apse, a rclali,y;z_ly Jongate
west arm provided with a door in the extreme east side. The chureh's ; “Sen,
mixed technique and has no decoration. These features affiliate ft With™ &rélu{n”
triconch architecture. They also allow us to assume that it is contemporary with
Dort Kilisa and Backchalo Kishla located nearby.

The sub-chapter Dort-Kilisa extensively investigates one of the churches
of Kola Dort Kilisa. The church is tri-conch in plan, and is badly ruined at present.
Its dimensions are 11,75x17m; the apse is 4.20x3.20m; the wall is 80-90 cm thick.

In terms of planning, the Dort Kilisa triconch is an original version of a
three-apse composition. This is primarily reflected in the outer dimensions. The
east, south and west arms on the plan are semi-circular apses of the same size. The
west arm is rectangular and twice as long as the apse arms. The west arm is plain
and non-articulated. There arc not even additional pilasters to mark it off from the
square bay. According to the plan, the interior was plain.

Owing to the triangular projecting apses, the outer masses of the Dort
Kilisa triconch would have an appearance totally different from other monuments
of this type. Following the trend of the use of projecting apses in the triconch, the
master reveals his familiarity with the latc Classical and early Chnistian
architecture, which was thanks to the frequent contacts of secular and ecclesiastic
figures of this region with Byzantium and the Christian East. The knowledge of
other architectural forms (tetraconch, six-apsed, polygonal) and the desire to
borrow elements of interest to them is also evident. The church can be dated by
taking into account the building technique employed: roughly cut small cubes are
set inthick mortar, which is typical of the 8"-9" centuries (10% century Dolisqana
being the only exception). Considering the small dimensions of the church,
simplicity of the plan, compositional plainness and certain tectonic character felt in
the interior, it is possible to assume that Dort Kilisa was built no later than the end
of the 9" century.

The sub-chapter Baghchalo Kishla deals with a triconch church, located
in the historical Oltisi district, on the road leading from the city of Ol to Bana.
The church is in a grave condition. The dimensions of the church are: 14x10,8m;
the apse 4x2,80m; the wall thickness 80cm.

Baghchalo Kishla is a triconch of simple composition, with three apses the
outline of which resemblc a horseshoe, which appeared visible on a newly made
sketch. The apses, which never had bemas, ereate rectangular corners at the places
of their interjection. The west rectangular arm is elongated; it is marked off from
the triconch through pilasters of simple profile. The rectangular arm walls used to
be plain, without pilasters. The sanctuary did not have additional compartments.
According to the existing evidence, unlike Dort Kilisa, the church had no
extension.
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Each of the four arms in the exterior is rectangular and the \mgﬂﬁ\-/
composition of the interior is concealed. There is no evidence caneprnmg ke [
composition of the dome capping the intersection of the arms arithesafernm J 5
appearance and decorative adornment of the church. The church should be dated by
taking into account the building techniques employed: roughly cut small cubes are
set on thick mortar, which is typical of the 89" centuries. Considering the small
dimensions of the church, the simplicity of the plan, the plainness of the
compositions and closed tectanicity, it is possible to assign Bakhchalo Kishla, like
Dort Kilisa, to the 9" century (more precisely to the late 9th century).

The sub-chapter Uraveli and Avnevi addresses two triconch type
churches, one of which (Uraveli) was built carlier and served as a model for
Avnevi triconch, which was built considerably later. Since the period of its
construction is beyond the interest of this study, we will consider this monument in
connection with Uraveli.

Uraveli is a tri-conch of simple composition of small dimensions (the full
length of the church in the interior is only 7.70m, of the west arm 2.75m, the width
of the triconch in the south-north 5m; the full length of the exterior is 8.5m, the
south arm 4m, the wall thickness 80cm). The arms form a rectangle and create a
central bay at the intersection of the cross. The apses are semi-circular, but none of
them creates a full semi-circle. The apses have neither a bema nor additional
pilasters. The west arm is clongated as compared with the apses, which merge with
the triconch without pilaster-arches. The sanctuary has no additional compartments
on its lateral sides.

The most interesting part of this plain tri-conch is a square bay. The
transition from the bay to the dome is effected through pendentives; the arm
corners are rectangular; already at the level of the conch base, each corner is
provided with a plain capital furnished with a comice. To achieve the narrowing of
the drum, each arch is additionally provided with a suspended arch, the corners
formed at the connection of which are detached from the capital by 70cm. This
structural detail lends a tectonic character to the plain and miniature interior of the
central bay and also serves as a decorative function. The arcas between these
arches create an impression of pendentives. We say impression, because actually
these are not pendentaitves in their traditional sense.

Stone masonry and building technique, plainness of the plan and forms,
traces of tectonicity, undeveloped central bay, general proportions of the structures,
vivid archaic appearance and at the same time uniconic paintings, adorning the
walls, ascribe the building to the middle of the 10" century.

The village of Avnevi lies west of Tskhinvali. It is subordinated to the
administrative centre of Kareli.

The church is of a triconch plan of simple composition. It has no
additional compartments. The interior base is formed by three apses and a
relatively elongated rectangular west arm. The apses are wide so that they do not
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even form a full outline of a semi-circle. The arms are arranged sb-m
rectangular angle is created between them; the walls and their comerkadd dlamimall
the size and forms of which vary at different levels. The space is ahigied WHba o
pilaster and arches. There are only two niches in the sanctuary apse, serving as a
prothesis. There are plain two-stepped cornices at the bottom of a curve of conches
and arches. The transition from the square bay to the dome is effected through the
pendentives, which do not reach the mentioned cornices, but hang like a thick wall
layer narrowing the drum. Their forms are also uneven.

The cruciform shape is also reflected in the outer masscs, though the
thriapsed type is entirely concealed. Each of the four arms is inscribed in a
rectangle, the west ane being elongated by one meter.

The church is adorned with two figural relief carvings (Baptism and the
Donor), as well as stones carved below the gable with the images of cross and
other Christian symbols.

The section Comparative Analysis of Uraveli and Avenvi deals with the
characteristics common for bath triconch churches; more preciselyly: both
churches are small triconches of simple composition. Avnevi is slightly larger than
Uraveli. None of the churches has pastophories or extensions, gallery, porch, etc.
Externally, both churches have a cruciform shape. The arms arc inscribed in
rectangles and none of the apses is projecting as in other triconch churches. Both
triconch churches have elongated west arms. The interior proportions of the two
churches are similar. The central bay structurcs and drum composition are the main
features that make these two churches similar. The transition from the square bay
to the drum is effected through pendentives; there arc additional arches at the
corners of the arms, which do not reach the cornices.

Unfortunately, there is no evidence concerning the fagade decoration of
Uraveli; the external adornment of Avenvi (building technique and the style of
relief treatment) is best for determining the period of construction. The plan, the
way to place doors and windows, copying of undeveloped forms of a central bay,
and the proportions of the church and the dome allow us to consider Uraveli as a
model for Avenvi. It is without doubt that the Avnevi architect borrowed clements
from the Uraveli’s period fagade adornment, since he marked the most important
parts of the church - the door, windows, and gables with relief carvings, includind
the donor’s relicf separately carved on the east side. However, he also made use of
decorative elements of 2 later period, such as cornice and cone, which is a return to
past details, devoid of any value. The wall masonry is also thin, which is also
typical of the architecture after the 13" century. The uneven forms of the wall,
schematic character, unaccomplishment of structural details is also typical of the
late Middle Ages. To our mind, Avnevi architecture is indicative of a crisis; the
only feature that makes this building interesting is its plan which could no longer
be more encountered in Georgia from the beginning of the 11™ century. Thus,
according to the sample of the 10" century, Avnevi can be dated to the period
between the 14" and the 15" centuries.
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The sub-chapter Jvarzeni deals with one of the later 1riconph, by!{,ﬁ?
surviving in Samegrelo. The church marks the evolution of this lypq#fﬂgljjhﬁﬁ\‘,lf
was destroyed in the 1930s. The site was excavated in the 1990°s. SéterdrTed Jd o
allow us to date the church, namely: the scale and the relation between the triconch

and the west arm. The west arm is undoubtedly shortened, which assigns the
church to the period after the mid-10" century; the plasticity achieved through the
articulation by pilasters is also typical of the late 10" century; the composition of

the trifoil composition is remarkable. The Jvarzeni architect introduced massive
pilasters to support the dome, which have the effect of four piers in the interior.
Such a composition makes us to exclude the possibility that it was contemporary
with earlier triconches (Isi, Telovani), where the inner space articulation is
complicated, and the group of triconches where the inner space is united (Dort
Kilisa, Bakhchalo Kishla, Uraveli...). With its composition, Jvarzeni echoes great
triconches, where the dome is supported by piers, and with Kutaisi’s Bagrat
Cathedral in particular, which was finished in 1004. The numbers of windows three

of which appear at each arm is also to be regarded as an influence of large
churches; to our mind, the Jvarzeni triconch was probably built in the late 10" or

the early 11" century.

Chapter II:

Tri-Conch Type Churches in Georgian Lavras Abroad deals with the
architecture of three monasteries containing triconch churches. Each of the
churches represents an original variation of the triconch type.

The monastery of St. Simeon Stylite the Younger was founded by St.
Simeon the younger in 541 in Antioch. The triconch church was erected over St.
Symeon's mother’s, Martha’s grave. This is the so-called Sohagi type church,
terminating the basilica nave with a triconch sanctuary to the cast. The plan of this
type is typical of memorial buildings and was built for housing relics.

Iviron Monastery on Mount Athos, owned by Georgians in the Middle
Ages, was one of the carliest and strongest ecclesiastic and cultural centre on the
holy mount, It was founded by Davit Kuropalate’s favourite nobleman from Tao,
greatly respected at the court of Constantinople and companion together with
Tornike Patrik Ioane and his son Euthymius of Emperor Basil Il whan fighting
against Barda Sclerus. In terms of architecture, Katolikon of Iviron Monastery
belongs to the circle of Athos monuments, but as opposed to the Great Lavra
Katholicon, its dome is supported by slender npilaster, which appeared
advantageous for expending the inner space here. At a time when Vatopedi and
Iveron monasteries were being founded on Mount Athos, domed triconches
supported by piers had long ago been introduced in Oshki, the kingdom of Tao. It
is not a coincidence that the donors of both, triconches with collomns, Iviron and
Oshki, were Davit Kuropalates, ruler of Tao, and Tornike Patrik, a man greatly
respected at the courts of Georgia and Byzantum. According to notes in the
manuseript Oshki Samotkhe (Oshki Paradise), under a common decision of Davit
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Kuropalates and Tomike, it was decided to build a Georgian monastery, pipNiqum 1)
Athos with the treasure and trophies brought by Tornike from Mowm sthag-afiey ;|
defeating Barda Sclerus (March 24, 979). It is evident that Oshki (dating from the
period between 963 and 973, according to the inscriptions) had been founded
before the establishment of Iviron M y on Mount Athos by Iviron donors. At
the same time, it has also been attested that the first church on Mount Athos (The
Great Lavra) was not a triconch originally and neither was its dome supported on
piers. Thus, it can be assumed that it was the plan of free-standing picrs that the
Georgians contributed, which may have been realised on Mount Athos following
the example of Oshki in Tao.

The triconch church within the area of Yalia Monastery in Cyprus,
differ from other triconch churches but shows architectural forms typical of
Georgian architecture that probably were exported by the Georgians themselves.
This triconch is strange for Cyprus architecture. W. Djobadze dated the church
architecture to the early 11" century.

Conclusion: Main Stages in the Development of Tri-Conch
Architecture in Georgia

According to the evidence considered above, the triconch type was widely
applied in medicval Georgian ecclesiastic architecture. It remains unclear whether
trifoiled compositions existed in the pre-Christian peried. It is our opinion that as
an architectural type it was established after the adoption of Christianity and went
through its own path of development.

It also remains unknown whether triconch churches existed in Georgia
before the 8"-9" centuries. The forms of the architectural type and their
possibilitics allow us to assume that this form was adopted only after the end of the
classical period and its appearance coincided in time with contemporary creative
aspirations in Georgia.

The final part summarises the materials on the structures revealing certain
features of triconch, namely Vertashi cave church, a single-nave hall to the south
and north with deep apse-conch niches; Vachnadziani Qvelatsminda the
rectangular bays in front of the apse which are roofed with conches supported by
squinches; Manavi kuppethalle, the south and north "arms" of which are also
topped with conches.

Below are provided the findings of the study of triconch type monuments:

e the research has shown that Vachnadzniani triconch church stand aloof
from the overall picture, as triconches are not independent buildings;

« the first samples of triconch type churches in Georgia are Telovani and
Isi. They are characterized by complex structure (while both of them has
adjacent rooms — pastophories), strong tectonics and articulation of forms;
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it appears, the triconch at that stage (8"-9™ centuries) became the,t\

ideas.

triconch churches of a later period (9"‘-aar]y 10" centuries) are of simple
form. They were built without pilasters, niches and probably without
additional arches; for their architects, triconch attracted the interest of
architects due to the possibilities to simplify the forms for obtaining an
enlarged inner space retaining dynamism typical for the picturesque style;
In connection with the above mentioned we tefer to Dort Kilisa,
Bakhchalo Kishla, Ortuli and Uraveli;

triconch, relieved of excessive loads, came to acquire a new value; the
composition of its plan and volumes brought the entire Georgian
architecture to a new stage of development. These processes, taking place
simultaneously in the IEcriud from the second half of the 10™ century to
the first half of the 117 century, characterised both small tri-conches and
cathedrals. The striving towards decorativeness and pompousness is
evident at Zegani dated to the second half of the 10® century and at Oshki
of the same period; the abundance of vertical accents is obvious at the
Bagrat Cathedral built m Kutaisi at the turn of the 11" century and at
Jvarzeni at the same period;

the almost complete disappearance of tri-conch type beginning from the
11" century can be explained only by the full realization of its
possibilitics. As noted in one of the previous chapters (according to the
example of Avnevi Church), the triconch type was recalled in the late
Middle Ages, though it has not enjoyed further development.
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