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‘Stand above party interests, start cooperation’
Marina Kaljurand says

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he chairperson of the Geor

gia-EU Parliamentary As-
sociation Committee, Marina
Kaljurand, calls on Georgian
political parties to unite, stand
above party interests and start
cooperation.

“Maybe Georgia is disap-
pointed, and I understand that
disappointment, but that doesn’t
mean there isn’t an opportunity.
There is an opportunity, the door
1s open for Georgia’s aspirations
and everything is in your hands,
in the hands of your politicians.
Thave been repeating this for the
last few years, but I will say
again that please unite, please
stand above your party interests
and please start cooperation
based on the interests of the en-
tire nation, since the Georgian
nation wants to become a part
of the European Union, it de-
serves to be a member of the
European Union. So ‘Georgian
Dream’, keep doing the work
you are doing, keep working so
that all interested sides feel that
they are being heard, that their
positions are being considered,
and that they are part of the pro-
cess. So that inclusiveness is not
only on paper, but also in real
life”, said the MEP after the ses-
sion of the Parliamentary Asso-
ciation Committee.

Marina Kaljurand called on
the opposition and the civil sec-
tor to get involved in the activi-
ties of the working groups as
much as possible.

“Please continue to work, a
democratic society needs an op-
position, a democratic society
needs the voice of civil society,
and this allows you to decide the
future of the country.”

I appeal to those members of
the opposition who are not in-
volved in the work of the work-
ing groups: please get involved,
come to the working groups, ex-
press your position, because I am

sure that this is what the Geor-
gian voters want”, said
Kaljurand.

Marina Kaljurand also called
on her Georgian colleagues to
prevent Georgia from being used
as a tool for Russia to avoid in-
ternationally imposed sanctions:

“I am glad that Georgian so-
ciety strongly supports Ukraine,
and I also today call on my Geor-
gian colleagues to continue tak-

ing all measures to prevent
Georgia from being used as a
back corridor during Russian
sanctions.”

According to her, the war has
hurt both Ukraine and Georgia,
since Georgians also fell victim
to the occupation and the war.

She also confirmed that the
European Union will never rec-
ognize Russia’s occupation and
that EU fully supports the ter-

ritorial integrity of Georgia
within its internationally recog-
nized borders:

“The European Union will
support the territorial integrity
and sovereignty of Georgia
within its internationally recog-
nized borders and will repeat
this until the occupied territories
are finally liberated and returned
to the control of Georgia,” said
the European Parliamentarian.

Irakli Kobakhidze talks Kelly Degnan’s response to former
‘Georgian Dream’ deputies and de-oligarchization bill

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

rakli Kobakhidze responded to

the US Ambassador to Geor-
gia Kelly Degnan’s statement in
which the ambassador talked to
the media regarding former
‘Georgian Dream’ deputies who
issue statements that are
‘disinformation’. Degnan has
questioned the motives of the
aforementioned politicians and
said that US officials in Wash-
ington are asking questions re-
garding the reasoning behind
why the ruling party is not dis-
tancing itself from such opinions
coming from the people “who
continue to repeat lies and con-
spiracy theories that are consis-
tent with  pro-Russian
disinformation.”

Irakli Kobakhidze, the chair-
man of “Georgian Dream” as-
sessed US Ambassador Degnan’s
statement as ‘rude’ and ‘insult-
ing’ towards their ‘honorable col-

leagues’ when she said that the
four deputies who left the “Geor-
gian Dream” party are spread-
ing lies and Russian
disinformation.

As Kobakhidze told the jour-
nalists, the government will nei-
ther share these insulting state-
ments nor evaluate them loyally.

“Once again, I will explain
our position. As for the details
themselves, many statements,
letters were circulated, there
were many details in these state-
ments. Of course, we refrained
and still refrain from clarifying
these details and stating our po-
sition. It’s very simple here. We
cannot enter into this, if we en-
ter, it turns out that we have to
take our responsibility for some-
thing and become co-authors of
the statements that were pub-
lished, we cannot do that. We
cannot go into these details, we
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cannot comment on any details,
this is a general position.

The ambassador made a very
rude and insulting statement.
She said that four people, four of
our honorable colleagues, are
spreading lies and Russian
disinformation. I have said, and
I say the same thing now, if we
thought these people were
spreaders of lies and Russian
disinformation, there would be
a different separation. I repeat
this one more time. Of course,
we cannot share these insulting
statements, nor can we evaluate
them loyally in any way”, said
Kobakhidze.

According to him, Sozar
Subari, Dimitri Khundadze,
Mikheil Kavelashvili and
Guram Macharashvili fought for
the country in their time and are
still acting with this belief.

“When they insult four of our
colleagues, members of the par-
liament elected by the people, not
only the election by the people is
important here, besides, these
people have their own honorable
past. Sozar Subari with his past,
his present, as well as Dimitri
Khundadze, Mikheil
Kavelashvili, Guram
Macharashvili, these people
fought for the country in their
time and are still acting with
this belief,” said Kobakhidze.

Kobakhidze has also discussed
the possibility of “Georgian
Dream” not initiating the de-
oligarchization bill.

The leader of the ruling team
in a conversation with the me-
dia, stated that if the European
Union, the opposition and non-
governmental organizations
agree that this law is not neces-
sary, the majority will not ac-
cept this law.

“If there i1s a consensus
around a certain bill, we will
pass the law.” If there is a con-
sensus around not passing the
law, then we will not pass the
law.

NGOs came out and said that
the law is not acceptable, then
this was followed by the state-
ment of the relevant radical par-
ties that the law is not accept-
able, before that Karl Hartzel
said that the law is not accept-
able, the radical opposition says
the same and radical NGOs say
the same.

If the three subjects — the
radical opposition, the European
Union and NGOs agree that the
law in the field of de-
oligarchization is not acceptable,
we will not accept this law. Do
we fulfill the requirements of the
European Union? - If the Euro-
pean Union is also of the opin-
ion that we should not adopt the

law, we will not adopt it. They
say that we may not pass the law,
but the condition should be ful-
filled,” Kobakhidze said.

According to Irakli
Kobakhidze, “Some people were
afraid of this law.”

“Yesterday they also had at-
tempts. They say that if we pass
the de-oligarchization law, then
it will pose a threat to specific
opposition leaders. They admit-
ted that they have oligarchic lead-
ers in the opposition and every-
one knows it. Kezerashvili,
Khazaradze are oligarchs. They
naturally do not want their lead-
ers to be in danger.

I don’t know if we all agree
that Kezerashvili should be fully
involved in politics and no re-
strictions should be imposed on
him, of course we can share this,
let’s see. I don’t know how to
limit the financing from
Kezerashvili on the television or

the party, I don’t know, we can’t
do it without the law, if he
doesn’t give up politics,” said
Kobakhidze.

The legislative package of the
parliamentary opposition on 12
points of the European Commis-
sion has already been prepared.

Trakli Kobakhidze said that the
ruling team is not going to return
to the “Agreement of April 19”.

“The April 19 agreement has
been canceled and they know it
well. As for reducing the elec-
toral threshold, we will not con-
sider this initiative this year. We
can consider it in 2024, maybe
in 2024.

As for de-oligarchization, they
are afraid. As for anti-corruption,
we will prepare a draft law,
which will create an indepen-
dent agency, and we will have
our own initiatives in all these
directions and we will follow the
relevant draft laws,” he said.

The News in Brief

Prepared by Messenger Staff

Georgia-EU
Parliamentary
Association Committee
held in the Parliament
of Georgia

The eleventh session of the
Georgia-EU Parliamentary As-
sociation Committee was held in
the Parliament of Georgia.

The co-chair of the meeting,
Marina Kaljurand, addressed
the audience with a welcoming
speech:

overcome polarization and con-
centrate on the main priority
with joint efforts, Georgia’s can-
didate status will be guaran-
teed,” said the MEP.

After the welcoming speeches,
the Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Georgia, Teimuraz
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“The European Union has of-
ficially recognized the European
perspective of Georgia. This de-
cision was a historic moment in
our relationship. “If the political
forces put aside their differences,

Janjalia, and the Ambassador of
the European Union to Georgia,
Pawel Herczynski, spoke at the
session regarding Georgia-EU
relations.

The topic of discussion at the

session was the consolidation of
democratic reforms in Georgia
and the protection of fundamen-
tal freedoms.

At the meeting of the Georgia-
EU Association Parliamentary
Committee, they discussed the
peaceful resolution of the conflict
in Georgia and the impact of
Russia’s aggressive war against
Ukraine on Georgia; Georgia’s
reconciliation policy towards the
occupied regions; International
negotiations of Geneva, and ac-
tivities of the EU monitoring
mission.

“Lelo” comes up with
the initiative of
legislative changes on a
visa regime for Russian
citizens

“Lelo for Georgia” came up

with the initiative of legislative
changes on the establishment of
a visa regime for Russian citi-
zens.

The political secretary of the
party, Salome Samadashvili,
said at a briefing in the parlia-
ment that changes should be
made to the law “On the legal
status of foreigners and non-citi-
zen persons’. According to the
changes, a strict and short-term
visa regime should be estab-
lished for Russian citizens. Ac-
cording to her, the law will take
into account exceptions.

“Lelo” party appealed to other
opposition parties for support.

On September 21, the chair-
man of “Georgian Dream”, Irakli
Kobakhidze, said that the estab-
lishment of a visa regime for
Russian citizens is not consid-
ered in any way.
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On the occasion of the National Day of the Czech Republic
“The Day of Czech Statehood”, Ambassador of the Czech Republic
H. E. Myr. Petr Mikyska held a Reception on September 21.
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Ambassador of the Czech Republic H. E. Mr. Petr Mikyska The Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia, Teimuraz Janjalia
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