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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli
Gharibashvi visited Telavi as part

of the festival “Wine Days”. Together with
the members of the government, the
Prime Minister hosted the representa-
tives of the diplomatic corps accredited
in Georgia in the framework of the festi-
val. Prime Minister also responded to the
questions from media.

The ambassadors picked grapes in the
historical vineyard of Tsinandali and took
part in a culinary master class. Prime
Minister Irakli Gharibashvili introduced
diplomats to the tradition of harvesting
in Georgia and talked about the impor-
tance of viticulture and winemaking for
Georgia.

As the head of the government noted,
Georgia has an 8,000-year history of
winemaking. He expressed his hope that
even more tourists will visit not only
Kakheti, but all regions where wine is
produced.

Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili
gave a speech where he talked about the
message of the festival and the history
and importance of winemaking in Geor-
gia:

“First of all, I want to wish you all a
happy day. Today we officially started
“Wine Days”, and we wish to celebrate
the wine festival every year, so we named
it “Wine Days”” said Prime Minister.

“We have a unique 8,000-year history
of winemaking, and my wish was that
all those winemakers, be it large or me-
dium-sized companies, small entrepre-
neurs, cellar owners, all presented their
own wine production, and besides, we
should make it a public holiday. It should
be an annual festival, like in many suc-
cessful countries in Europe. This is our
main message.”

Irakli Gharibashvili expressed hope
that winemaking will attract more tour-
ists in future:

“I believe that even more tourists will
come, not only to Kakheti, but to all re-
gions where wine is produced, and this
should become our trademark, they say.
The main message is that Georgia is the
homeland of wine,” said the Prime Min-
ister.

As for the new initiative, which is the
initiative of President Macron - the Eu-
ropean union. I want to tell you that we
had very interesting discussions in
Prague, we gathered the leaders of 44
countries, then 4 working groups were
created there, and I had the honor to lead
one of them.

In response to a journalist’s question,
which was related to the first summit of
the European political community initi-
ated by the European Union, in which
the prime minister took part in Prague.

According to him, the main challenges
in Europe and the whole world today are
of security.

“We heard a very interesting discus-
sion, we all participated. The main chal-
lenge that exists today in Europe and
around the world is naturally the secu-

PM Gharibashvili talks Economic growth, national
security challenges and EU summit in Prague

at the ‘Wine Days’ festival in Telavi

rity challenges, this is the war in Ukraine
that does not end, which finds even more
dangerous expressions, and of course we
are all interested in having peace in our
country.

Our main concern is the peace and
security of our citizens, of all of you, of
all citizens of this country. The second
main topic, which was this, is energy se-
curity.

Today there is a very acute crisis in
Europe, an energy crisis because, as you
know, Russia has cut off gas, it has al-
ready reduced its gas supply to Europe
by 7%, and in fact European countries
are now discussing how to replace Rus-
sian gas, which of course will not be very
easy in the short term. In perspective -
these topics were discussed, naturally,
the war in Ukraine is a big challenge for
the whole of Europe, there has not been
such a crisis in the whole world since the
Second World War”.

He also emphasized the importance of
peace in the region.

“Georgia, as one of the prominent coun-
tries in this region, is a participant in
these processes, we take part in peace ne-
gotiations, there should be peace in our
region.

In Azerbaijan, in Armenia, naturally,
in our neighboring countries, in Turkey,
we are interested in having a closer rela-
tionship, and the first steps of this were
outlined because the first meeting was
held, the Prime Minister of Armenia met
with the President of Turkey and also with
the President of Azerbaijan, and Georgia
is also involved in the mediation process.

The main thing that I want to tell you

is that the country does not face any chal-
lenges, we very firmly follow our path,
our chosen policy, it is a peaceful policy,
and our citizens will not have any inter-
ruptions in the winter either in terms of
energy supply,” the Prime Minister said.

The head of the government paid at-
tention to the reports of international or-
ganizations. According to him, Georgia
has a record, double-digit economic
growth.

“So we must continue to be calm and
firm in the development of the country.
As you know, the World Bank’s assess-
ment was also published and we have the

most record, double-digit economic
growth throughout Europe and Central
Asia. The situation in European countries
is very difficult in this direction as well.

In this background, I would like to tell
everyone that it is very important to
maintain such a peaceful environment in
the country, within the country. We have
to be very calm, we certainly have our
challenges - 20% of the country is occu-
pied and with all this in mind we need
reason, lack of emotions, more work,
more economic development, more pros-
perity and more love and positivity,” said
Irakli Gharibashvili.
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Georgian parliamentary
delegation to participate in

autumn session of
Parliamentary Assembly of the

Council of Europe

The Georgian parliamentary delega-
tion went to Strasbourg to participate in
the fall session of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe (PACE).

According to the press service of the
Parliament of Georgia, the head of the
permanent delegation, Irakli Chikovani,
members of the delegation, Irakli
Kobakhidze, Archil Talakvadze, Givi
Mikanadze, Levan Ioseliani and Khatia

Dekanoidze will attend the session of the
Parliamentary Assembly scheduled for
October 10-14.

Within the course of the session, the
members of the parliamentary delegation
of Georgia will make speeches at the ple-
nary and committee sessions and bilat-
eral meetings with their European col-
leagues are planned. The parliamentar-
ians of the member states of the Council
of Europe will hold a debate on the ag-
gressive military actions carried out by
the Russian Federation in Ukraine, the
tense relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, and current topics in the
world.
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Weather

Monday, October 10

Day Light Rain
High: 23°C

Night  Partly Cloudy

Low: 14°C

Tuesday, October 11

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 21°C

Night  Clear
Low: 10°C
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The parliamentarians of the member
states of the Council of Europe will hold a
debate on the aggressive military actions
carried out by the Russian Federation in
Ukraine, the tense relations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan, and current top-
ics in the world.

The President of Ukraine will address
the participants of the parliamentary ses-

sion in the format of a video conference.
The Presidents of the Swiss Confedera-
tion and Ireland, as well as the Prime
Minister of Albania, will address the del-
egates of the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe with a welcome
speech.

PM of Estonia Kaja Kallas says
Putin’s next targets are
Georgia and Moldova

The Prime Minister of Estonia, Kaja
Kallas, said in an interview with the Brit-
ish “Telegraph” that Georgia and Moldova
are the next target for Putin. Kallas in-

sists her country will be targeted by
Putin even if she stays “quiet” about
Ukraine.

“After Ukraine, he [Putin] set his

sights on Moldova. He is [Putin] target-
ing Georgia, the Baltic states. He is very
open about it. The only way to stop this
is to help Ukraine to win this war,” Prime
Minister of Estonia said.

Kaja Kallas insists her country will be
targeted by Putin even if she stays “quiet”
about Ukraine.

Kaja Kallas was the first leader who

congratulated Ukraine on the destruction
of the bridge connecting Russia and the
annexed region of Crimea.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

P ublic Defender Nino
Lomjaria stated during the

presentation of the 2021 report
to the Parliament that last year
the Ombudsman Institute was
the target of constant organized
and political attacks by the ‘Geor-
gian Dream’ government.

According to Lomjaria, at the
beginning of 2021, a group of
prisoners attacked the employ-
ees of the Ombudsman’s Office
on the territory of one of the peni-
tentiary institutions, and ac-
cording to the video footage, it
can be seen that this illegal ac-
tion was coordinated with the
prison administration.

“Last year, the Public De-
fender was constantly organized,
the target of disinformation cam-
paigns, political attacks and
threats from the leaders of the
ruling party, or their represen-

Public Defender Nino Lomjaria says she was
constantly a ‘target’ of ruling party in 2021

tatives, persons related
to them, and the media.
Also, like in 2020, at the
beginning of 2021, the
representatives of the of-
fice became the objects
of organized verbal at-
tacks and threats in
various penitentiaries
on the territory of the
institution.

We got acquainted
with the archived video
material on the territory
of the penitentiary on
one of the days of the
attack, which proves
that the illegal actions
carried out by a small
group of prisoners were
directly or indirectly or-
ganized and coordinated
by the prison adminis-
tration. An investiga-
tion is underway in the
prosecutor’s office in
connection with the
mentioned case, but so
far the guilt of the spe-
cific persons involved in
the crime has not been
identified,” said Nino
Lomjaria.

The public defender,

Nino Lomjaria, in response to
the questions of the deputies in
the parliament, also explained
that the ombudsman filed a law-
suit in the constitutional court
not against the Georgian Ortho-
dox Church, but against the Par-
liament of Georgia, because in
the opinion of the ombudsman,
this normative act violated the
principle of equality of religions
protected by the constitution.

According to Nino Lomjaria,
the Public Defender filed a law-
suit in the Constitutional Court
regarding the law that gives the
Orthodox Church the right to
annex the forest area surround-
ing its property. The Public De-
fender states that the interpre-
tation that the Public Defender
is fighting the Orthodox Church
is legally incorrect, because the
defendant in this case is the Par-
liament.

Lomjaria also stated that the
Public Defender has a unique
mandate to submit the case to
the Constitutional Court even if
the Ombudsman’s office consid-
ers that this normative act vio-
lates human rights, but there is
no victim.
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Tbilisi Center of Architecture, De-
sign and Creative Industries/

TCADCI & Domus Georgia, through the
support of the U.S Embassy in Tbilisi
held the presentation of the project Para-
digms of American Architecture,
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of Dip-
lomatic relationship between US and
Georgia on October 7.

Presentation included reception and
documentary film screenings from the
series “Paradigms of American Archi-

Paradigms of American Architecture
tecture”.

The project is a documentary series of
talks with well-known American Archi-
tects and Preservationists about various
topics, challenges, developments and is-
sues of contemporary architecture/post-
pandemic future, sustainability, innova-
tion, meaning of architecture today, etc.

The documentary film series consists
of seven episodes featuring leading
American architects and activists of cul-
tural preservation: Christopher Shapless

(ShoP Architects), Billie Tsien and Tod
Williams ( Tod Williams & Billie Tsien
Architects/Partners), David Rockwell
(Rockwell Group), Christian Douvernois
and John Fouskaris (Christian
Douvernois Landscape Design Studio),
Robert Whitlock (Kohn Pedersen Fox),
Peg Breen (New York’s Landmarks Con-
servancy), Brad Vogel (New York’s Land-
marks Conservancy, Archive Project).

Film screenings were accompanied
with lectures, discussions and workshops

in Tbilisi and in the regions.
The event attended by Ambassadors,

representatives of the Diplomatic Corps,
various companies, architects, designers
and artists.

The project is carried out by Tbilisi
Center of Architecture, Design and Cre-
ative Industries with financial Sup-
port of the US Embassy in Georgia.

Partners: American Friends of
Georgia and Adjara Group.
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