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General description of the dissertation

In Georgia, the proclamation of Christianity as the state
religion were of great importance. This was followed by new
aesthetics, the construction of temples, the translation of litur-
gical books; An educated clergy was formed;

The paper examines and discusses the history and tradition
of creating typicons that after the arrival of 13 Assyrian fathers
in the VI century, monastic construction was widespread in
Georgia, especially in Eastern Georgia and Tao-Klarjeti.

Over time, churches and monasteries became powerful
cultural centers, translating the latest Christian literature, cre-
ating original hagiographic works, and sacred poetry. Literary
schools were formed, which became so powerful and numer-
ous that they spread throughout the Christian East and Greece.
We can name the churches-monasteries of Jerusalem, Pales-
tine, Black Mountain, Mount Athos, Sinai, Cyprus. This pro-
cess was particularly intense until the Middle Ages.

The research uses mainly historical-comparative and ana-
lytical research methods to better represent the value of typi-
cons, based on which it is possible to determine their identity,
origin, monastic life and liturgical practice and historical-phil-
ological material.

Monasteries played an important role not only in spiritual
but also in public, political and cultural life. The unification
and revival of the Georgian state was preceded by the strength-
ening of the Church, for example, the era of Grigol Khantsteli,
the restoration of the autocephaly of the Georgian Church in
1917.

In our paper “Old Georgian Typicon: Liturgical Tradition
and Novelty” we reviewed the fully and incompletely achieved
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typicons of Georgian monasteries. Unfortunately, we do not
have many typicons left: the typicon of Khandzta Monastery is
refered in a fragmentary form in Giorgi Merchule’s works “The
Vita of Grigol Khandzteli”, while the typicon of Athos Iviron
Monastery — George theHagiorite’s (Mtatsmindeli) “The Vitae
of John and Euthymius” is included in one section. Fully pre-
served: Petritsoni monastery, son of Grigol Bakuriani (Grego-
ry Pakourianos), in Georgian and Greek, 1084; Shiomghvime
monastery, not later than 1125; Vani Caves, 1212-1227, other
views, 1125-30 .

Relevance and importance of the research topic: The topic
is so relevant that the study of the typicons in a single historical
context shows the liturgical value of an important collection
for the Georgian Church. The typicons have not been properly
studied, put together to date, compared to each other, and not
discussed in a historical context. We will try to discuss the
problem in a general - liturgical and literary context.

Reason of research: The aim of our dissertation topic
is to study the old Georgian typicon in a historical context;
Determining the relationship between the full text of the
Georgian typicon Petritsoni, Vahan Caves and Shiomghvime
monasteries, as well as the incompletely reached Khandzta
(Tao-Klarjeti) and Athos monasteries typicons; What principles
formed the basis of their compilation, what tradition do
they follow and what place did each of them occupy in the
history of the Georgian Church, what place does hagiography,
hymnography and homiletics occupy in the typicons.

Typicons are a very interesting and important source
studying not only of monastic life of that time, but also of
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language, history of the country, social relations, relations of
state and church, literature, etc. The aim of our research is to
present all these issues as much as possible, as well as many
other noteworthy and important information about the spiri-
tual and material life of the monkhood, such as: economic and
agricultural terminology, materials of jurisprudence - hierar-
chy in monasteries, titles of official positions; liturgical items
(“tools”), precious stones, units of size and weight, denomina-
tions of money, biographical data of important historical fig-
ures, historical events, etc.

Scientific news: The dissertation will be new not only in
Georgian, but also in Greek and Syrian Christian typicons his-
tory, because the old Georgian typicon is based on the Pal-
estinian-St. Sabba’s, Antiochian Church and Constantinople
typicons, but it does not repeat and follow them. Georgian
typicons envisage the independence of the Georgian Church
and the peculiarities of the monastic life of the Georgian Saint
Fathers; The signs that directly connect the Georgian monastic
charters with other typicons and what distinguishes them from
them are presented. Research in this area is only fragmentary
and not monographically processed. We think that this paper
will fill this gap to some extent and give us a more or less com-
plete idea and knowledge about the research problem.

Practical significance of the paper: The paper presents
many issues that are necessary and noteworthy for the students
of the seminary and the humanities, because in part the incom-
plete and complete Georgian typicons have been discussed, as
well as the history of their research, attached list of sources and
scientific literature and dictionary, text to help them forfurther
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research. It will serve the clergy, nuns and readers interested
in the history and past of the Georgian Church in general.

The paper fully presents to the public the (incomplete and
complete) typicons that have reached us and will help them
in their further research, as well as introduce the history of
Georgian monasteries.

Summary of the paper

The paper presents the history of typicon research. The Je-
rusalem Canon of Worship in Georgia, which was called the
Apostolic Worship before the 10th century, is reviewed. There
was no single rule of worshipin the first centuries, every Chris-
tian community was glorifying God in its own way. They first
chanted psalms, listened to the apostles’ account of the life of
Christ (Skabalanovich, 2004: 23) - first orally and then, with
the spread of Christianity, by epistles sent by the apostles to
various cities. The books of the Old Testament prophets were
also read, on the basis of which, in the 4th century, the Greek
worship service formed a lectionaryor law reflecting the pro-
cess of worship - a year-round collection of readings for litur-
gical festivals(Danelia, 1987: 463).

Georgian lectionary was studied by K. Kekelidze, K. Dan-
elia, T. Jordania, a foreign scholar Bernard Outtier, has pub-
lished works onlectionary, including a monograph by Michel
Van Esbroeck, briefly reviewed and used in the paper.Also,
the 8th century Georgian Palimpsest (51 pages) preserved in
the Institute of Manuscripts(now the National Center of Man-
uscripts)and the published Palimpsest texts and their signif-
icance for the history of the Georgian language was studied
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by Akaki Shanidze. Even, the ancient manuscript, so-called.
“Chil-Etrat Yadgar”,which for the first time A. Tsagareli traced
and described. Considered to be a “Holiday” or “Menuia”
(Mineya) - “books of the months” copied in the 7th centu-
ry;Charles (Athanase) Renoux expressed his opinion about the
Georgian lectionary - he published the oldest manuscripts of
the Armenian lectionaryin 1967-71 and attached an extensive
study, also touching the Georgian lectionary. In his view, this
text changed with respect to its prototype and reflects the pic-
ture of the development of Jerusalem rule of worship from the
second half of the 6th century to the second half of the 8th
century (attested from K. Danelia’s book); Mentioned the mer-
it of E. Metreveli (and the staff of the Institute of Manuscripts)
in this case, also worked and P. Ingorokva.

Chapter I - History and Tradition of Typicons in Christen-
dom - Review and analyze the history and tradition of typicons
in Christendom. Here we are talking about the necessity of the
introduction and formation of worship, which was promoted
by Christianity as a bibliophilic religion, which in turn de-
manded a new order, new knowledge, the creation of liturgical
books, also demanded the formation of a clergy who had to live
by certain rules and practice ... These processes , It seems, starts
from the early period ... Based on the opinion of the Russian
researcher Mikhail Skabalanovich, the dissertation notes that,
In the first centuryAD, there was already an apostolic liturgy
with the resurrection of Christ: psalms were sung, a meal was
served, and a solemn meal at the end of the day with a prayer
filled with the praise of the Lord (M. Skabalanovich).

The first paragraph of the first chapter deals with St. Pacho-
mius the great work, discussing the foundations that laid the
groundwork for a certain monastic, everyday life ... He was a
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young Egyptian pagan, then baptized a Christian, fully edu-
cated in Christian teachings, and endowed with divine love of
God, Angel, by the order of God, gave him a paper of the rules
by which he was to establish his monastery in order to carry
out the common rules in the fear of God and to gain freedom
of the soul.He taught the brothers many things: prayer, fasting,
liturgy, communion, handicrafts, and so on. He considered the
fear of God to be against a temptation, which, in his words
cleans the heart from passion. In addition to the typicon writ-
ten by St. Pachomius, his letters with a Latin translation of
Blessed Jerome are also preserved.

In the 2nd paragraph of the first chapter - the general
structure of the Tabennisi monastery. During his tenure, St.
Father Pakhom founded monastery 9 fathers and one mother
monasteries. In each monastery there were 30 or 40 separate
houses, with 12 or 13 rooms, in which, according to the order
of an angel, three brothers lived. It is also said that each mon-
astery had its own temple, chapel, refectory, bakery, hospital,
hotel, warehouse for food, clothing, tools, materials, its own
farm, and so on.

There was one major Abba in the existing monasteries,
who was to elect the head of all the monasteries himself, he
was obliged to take care that the brethren strictly follow the
rules - the charter, for the sake of spiritual perfection. In the
monasteries there was another person besides the head, an as-
sistant, but his duties are not written in the charter. The re-
search shows that at this early stage, the monasteries had a su-
pervisor, his assistant, an economist and a cashier, a janitor, a
butler, a hoster, a door-keeper, and their functions and duties
were defined from the very beginning.
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The following charter discusses the issues of admission to
a convent, nuns’ clothing, worship, communion, labor, food,
sleep, inner spiritual life, morals, sickness and hospitality, ad-
mission of strangers, admission and departure of monasteries,
burial of brothers, upbringing of children and the nunnery and
epitimia issues. The names of the clothes and their symbolic
meaning are also given.

Paragraph 3 of the first chapter, discusses the work of St.
Basil the Great, his biography, and his mastery of his studies. It
ispresented his greatest merit in creating the theoretical foun-
dations of sacred writing, especially ascetic-mystical writing,
also his greatest merit in the history of the Church. He studied
theology first in Constantinople, then in Athos, studied theol-
ogy in the Egyptian library, studied the first science - Christi-
anity, built a working monastery to separate himself from the
world, introduced the rules for working. He talked to the other
brothers, to shed more light on the rules, and even wrote. At
the same time, at the request of the monks, St. Basil wrote a
textbook on moral life - typicon / asceticon. This is how his
works were created: the typicon of the Divine Liturgy “Hex-
ameron” - “Six Days of Creation”, the second collection of the
rules of monastic life - “Asceticon” (work book),”Homily and
the Psalm Commentaris”(Itika) and others. The history of their
research is presented.

Parallels are quoted, quotations from the Bible. There is a
speculation that St. Basil the Great began recording his conver-
sations with his countrymen in 358.

Chapter II analyzes the “incompletely reached Georgian
typicons” to which the typicons of Grigol Khandzteli Monas-
tery and Athos Iviron Monastery belong to us; According to
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the research, they are preserved not as a monastic charter, but
in the monuments of Georgian hagiographic writing, in Giorgi
Merchule’s work “The Vita of Grigol Khandzteli”, in which
only a small part of the typicon compiled by St. Gregory is pre-
served, and in St. George the Hagiorite’s (Mtatsmideli) book
“The Vitae of John and Euthymius.”Iviron typicon is includ-
ed in the section. Here we note that, although thetexts of the
typicon are incomplete, they still contain a lot of interesting
information and are very important for studying the history
and life of Georgian monasteries.

I subsection examines the typicon of Grigol Khandzteli,
whether it existed before and what the monastic life was like
before St. Grigol Khandzteli, we can not specify, but we can
roughly imagine. The “rule” mentioned here refers to the text
of the existing charter, and it could have been the “Jerusalem
canon” or a similar work, which can be considered as a pre-ca-
nonical document.

St. Grigoly, as we know from the text, instituted a “rule
unread by the sages of God” for his monastery, for which he
traveled to Jerusalem and Greece, and brought the sanctuary to
his friend, and based on the analysis of these rules he wrote the
rule in his own monasteries. These rules was quite strict. The
issue of hierarchy and seniority would also be defined by the
typicon, and everyone would obey it unwaveringly.

Paragraph II of Chapter II presents the relationship be-
tween the church and the state. According to the writings of
George Merchuli, the issue of freedom and independence was
important for the clergy, which is also mentioned in the typi-
cons, and we know several examples of this from the text.

2" Subsection discusses: 1. The typicon of the Iviron Mon-
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astery in Athos, the history and value of its foundation in Geor-
gian culture in general (briefly); It is mentioned that his rule
and understanding were created by St. Euthymius. The ser-
vice was conducted according to the “Great Synaxarion”, and
the everyday is described in detail in the typicon. The strict
rules established by St. Father Euthymius included the matters
of prayer, labor, spirituality, conversion, living, admission to
a convent, admission of unmarried persons to a convent, and
punishment of transgressors and disobedient ones. The hierar-
chy in the monastery is discussed, the positions are listed and
the rights and responsibilities of each of them are mentioned.
Priest, Epirithites, Economist, Cellar, Epistatus, Monk Keep-
er, etc. obediences. Also, when discussing this issue, the paper
mentions the historical figures who appear directly in the typ-
ical text of the “The Vitae of John and Euthymius”, otherwise
it will be further confirmed.

The next paragraph of the second chapter deals with the
church’s relationship with the state according to the “The Vi-
tae of John and Euthymius”, where it is mentioned that St.
John the Iberian handed over the leadership to St. Euthymius,
a wise man, and appointed a self-governing king as governor
and epitrope. As we can see, the mission of the laity was also
very large, which did not miss St. John Iberian; This is anoth-
er indication that even the clergy can not be cut off from the
world of the moment. Here we note that theGeorgian nuns,
after the glory of God, cared greatly for the success of their
country. We note that the partially, incompletely typicons,
of Grigol Khandzteli and Euthymius the Iberian convey with
great historical accuracy and objectivity the historical reality,
the work of famous ancestors and the struggle for the nation

47



and the church, their contribution to European culture and
history.

Chapter III, of the dissertation discusses the fully devel-
oped Georgian typicons: of Petritsoni Monastery - son of Grigol
Bakuriani, in Georgian and Greek, 1084; Vani Caves- 1214-27,
in other words, 1225-30; Near Shiomghvimi Monastery - 1123.
Each of these chapters of the paper is discussed and analyzed
separately.

I Subsectionl. The Georgian Monastery in Bulgaria and its
typicon - the activity of Grigol Bakuriani’s son, his childhood,
the history of the foundation of the Georgian monastery, the
creation of the typicon ... are told. It is mentioned that the
most important of the antiquities of Petritsoni is the typicon,
which was composed by the founder Grigol Bakuriani’s son to
the brotherhood of the monastery according to the charter of
the monastery of St. Panagia in Constantinople.

The works of Georgian and foreign researchers (N. Mari,
S. Nutsubidze, A. Shanidze, D. Laskov, etc.) on this issue are
briefly listed.

Paragraph 2, typicon manuscripts and editions. Because
the Georgian-Greek texts of Petritsonimonastery typicon are
published on a scientific level and are accompanied by proper
scientific research. It is noted that the typicons are translated
into Russian, French and English. We are talking about the
expedition that was organized to find the antiquities of the Pe-
tritsoni Monastery in Bulgaria by A. Shanidze, N. Berdzenish-
vili, O. Gigineishvili, in 1949.

48



Paragraph 3, a comparative textual description of Georgian
and Greek typicons, states that there are 37 chapters in the
Georgian text and 36 in the Greek text. It is underlined that
A. Shanidze finally understood that the passage on the typicon
being written in Armenian and Grigol, Bakuriani’s sons, sign-
ing it in Armenian was added in the following period, and the
dispute over this issue should be settled.

The typicon covers the following questions:

"On how the monastery was built bylberians; About the
gifts and offerings we have made to the Holy Church that we
are talking about.” This chapter provides very interesting in-
formation about the construction of the monastery, the found-
er and his life, as well as the study of etymology, geography ...
attracts special attention and is interesting the list of icons do-
nated by Grigol Bakuriani: “Images of Christ the Savior and all
the saints ... And more Gospels in both Greek and Georgian;”
“About the fact that the monastery we built is free from all
taxes”, “about living together, that is, living in public and for-
bidding all brothers to take care of life separately in their own
rooms” - private business was considered a great passion; “On
how to elect and approve a pastor, and how to be invited to this
service of the monastery and the second to this position after
the first pastor” - this issue reveals a slight difference between
the Greek and Georgian texts;

It is especially mentioned in the typicon that there should
be a total of 50 nuns in the monastery and this number should
never be reduced. Among them should be distinguished: the
priest, the treasurer, the deacon, the potter, bell-ringer, the
cellar, the priest, the cooker, the hoster, the caretaker of the el-
derly and the sick, the overseer-ipitirit.Of interest is the ques-
tion of “how the priest should be chosen, or how they should

49



perform their worship,” that they should first and foremost fear
God. The greatest demands were on the teacher; The rules for
preparing the meal, the humility and silence of the servants,
the clothes of the brothers and its price, its distribution are also
given. The fraternity of the monastery was divided into three
sisters, and all were paid accordingly. Also important issues
are: “The three holy fasts and the keeping of these fasts and
the creation of mercy every day for all the poor; The Feast of
the Holy Church, and other remarkable feasts and great saints;
On the Lighting andPrayer of the Holy Churches”; Grigol Ba-
kuriani’s son demands to celebrate the day of the temple, the
dormition of the Virgin Mary, to hold a holiday - to sing chants
and psalmswith a lavish meal. The brothers were obliged to
say everything to the leader, to reveal even the slightest inten-
tion. Psalms were accepted during labor. The brothers were
not allowed to leave the monastery without the permission
of the priest. Special care was prescribed for the souls of the
deceased brothers. It is noted that great attention was paid to
the training of the clergy. There was a special school-seminary.
Listed are lands, estates, icons, crosses, priestly vestments, tools
of holiness, which were donated to the monastery by Grigol
Bakuriani’s son. It is especially noted that Petritsoni’s property
and estates are free from all secular and clerical taxes.

The second subsection of the third chapter, the typicon
of the Shiomghvime Monastery. Consists of two paragraphs.
First,About the history of the foundation of the monastery,
and then it is mentioned that its typiconwas established by Da-
vid the Builder and is a very important and noteworthy docu-
ment. This is the St. Simeon Monastery tipicon (Antioch, Black
Mountain) edition of the typicon of the St. Sabba of Palestine,
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translated by the great Georgian figure Arsen Ikaltoeli, then
spread throughout Georgia, but could not be completely ex-
pelled George the Hagiorite’s “Great Synaxarion.” Traces are
sought in the text under consideration.

We learn in the paper that the original of the Shiomgh-
vime typicon has not survived. The manuscripts containing the
text that have survived are from the XIII-XVIII centuries, the
oldest, the so-called. “Shiomghvime typicon” and many frag-
ments are from the middle of the XIII century. Currently this
important monument to our worship and speech is published;
It mentions that all these manuscripts ... are of the same com-
position and character, but still differ from each other with
sharply expressed editorial features, which appear quite often.
This typicon is very valuable in that it contains rich typonic
material and hagiographic-hymnographic works.

It can be seen from the typicon that at that time Geor-
gian nuns were well acquainted with the liturgical practices
and liturgical literature of the Near East and Greece. It is true
that they lived according to the rules of the monastery of St.
Simeon, but at the same time, they took into account the rule
of the great monastery of George the Hagiorite, the studies of
Constantinople and the monastery of Jerusalem, which is con-
firmed by the remarks included in the text and inscriptions on
the margins.

It is also seen that the fathers of Shiomghvim, in addition
to the common prayer, had personal sacramental laws, which
were quite strict, especially in the great, pre-Easter fast.

Third subsection, typicon of Vani Caves Monastery. The
history of the establishment of Vani Caves (Aspindza district)
is presented. Vahan (from XIV century Vani) Caves are about
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200 caves arranged in 16 tiers carved into the rock. This mo-
nastic complex includes rock-cut stalls, agricultural storag-
es, defensive structures, remnants of water supply, tunnels,
tombs, 6 churches, including St. George’s beautiful domed
church. Important and noteworthy are the building and oth-
er inscriptions and frescoes left here. Cave and spiritual life
must have first appeared here from the VII-IX centuries. In the
IX-XI centuries the monastery was expanded, ordered by St.
George’s Church and new rooms. A typicon was written, “The
Vahan caves Concept,” according to which the monks living
there were to live.

Of the typicons of monasteries in Georgia, only the
Shiomghvimi Monastery, in full, and the Vahan caves are pre-
served, but the latter is very damaged.

Based on the works of scholars (Talakhadze, Silogava) it
can be said with certainty that the years of the Patriarchate of
Kartli Catholicos Georgehas established, which approves the
text of the typicon, the “Monument of Vahan caves” was creat-
ed between 1225-30. Based on the identification of the family
members of the founder of the monastery, the supporters, who
are mentioned in the text of the typicon, the first publisher of
the monument, T. Jordania concluded that it was written be-
tween 1212 and 1227. L. Muskhelishvili, who worked on this
text and even published it in 1939, dated it to 1204-34. This
opinion is shared by I. Dolidze too.

The charter of St. George Monastery in Vahan is a very
important document, which has reached us more or less com-
pletely. It outlines the issues of arranging a monastery, dress-
ing and closing of its members, the rights and duties of broth-
ers, the rules of prayer and altar. It seemed that great attention
was paid, as in all monasteries, to obedience to the head of the
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monastery, observance of the rules was obligatory for all, one
could not leave the monastery arbitrarily, admitting a woman and
unmarried persons into the monastery. It is also interesting that
the brothers of the monastery were divided into three sisters.
The Vahan caves Monastery Complex is also notable for
the fact that many important inscriptions are found there. Vani
cave Fathers Monastery At the end of the XIV century, the so-
called a dwelling (or - shelter). On the walls of the small domed
church of the cross are placed about 50 Georgian “mkhedruli”
inscriptions made by women, who lived there, probably from
the second half of the XV century. The most notable among
them is the fragment of "The Knight in the Panther’s Skin” in-
cluded in the inscription, two verses, 1300-1301, from the let-
ter of Nestan-Darejani, who is a captive of kadji:"I’m sitting in
a castle so lofty that eyes can scarce see the ground.” (1277).
The text is orally inscribed, distorted, but it has great im-
portance for the history of Georgian literature - it is one of the
oldest records of the “ The Knight in the Panther’s Skin”, which
is two centuries ahead of the manuscripts that have survived.
Many more important inscriptions and poems have been pre-
served on the walls of the Vahan caves Church.K. Kekelidze,
V. Tsiskarishvili, Sh. Oniani, N. Sulava worked on this topic.
Professor of Samtskhe-Javakheti University, Mr. Merab
Beridze has an interesting research on Vani caves. In the book
“Temples and Names” he reviews in detail the etymology of
Van, the geographical area of its distribution, the different
forms of this word, which are found in Georgian fiction and
scientific literature ...
Chapter IV, general characteristics of Georgian typicons.
A comparative analysis of the typicons is presented and the
research reveals the general characteristics of the typicons,
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consisting of five subsections: 1. Official terms in the typicons;
2. Liturgical things (tools); 3. Women, children, Greek are not
permitted in the monastery; 4. Clothes; 5. Size-weight, cash
units, precious stones; The analysis of each item presents the
general characteristics of the typicons and the study reveals a
general picture.

From the discussed typicons to the Shiomghvimi typicon,
the liturgical part is especially extensive, small - disciplinary.
The services of each day of the year are discussed in detail:
hours, matins, supper, vespers, liturgy hymns, similarities-dif-
ferences with the typicons of other churches, etc. The other
three contain only a disciplinary part. We have a difference in
the management of Petritsoni and Vahan caves - in them the
brothers of the monastery are divided into sisters. The hierar-
chical structure of the monastery in the discussed typicons is
the same and could not have been different - in the Orthodox
Church the rights and duties of each of its members are strictly
established, especially in the monasteries.
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Conclusions

The typicons that have come down to us - 2 incomplete
and 3 complete - to introduce us to the way of life of the nuns,
and each of them is a valuable source from a historical, literary,
linguistic and many other points of view.

It can be said that monastic life should have been estab-
lished in Georgia soon after the introduction of Christianity as
the state religion.

Georgian nuns were well acquainted with the monastic
life, liturgical practice and liturgical literature of their contem-
porary foreign countries.

Georgian monks in Georgia and abroad took care to reach
their country through prayer and to promote its political, mor-
al, cultural development.

The typicons show that the monastic life rules of the time
were strict, but the monks took care to protect the health of
the nuns so that they would not be deprived of anything neces-
sary, their relationship with the Lord and themselves would be
harmonious, human weaknesses would be at the level of law.

The main liturgy in the monastery is prayer and supplica-
tion to God, but great attention was paid to labor. Moreover,
those who had a lot of work and were very tired, their work
was considered a prayer.

The monasteries had large farms, many different craftsmen
were needed there, everyone’s rights and duties were strictly
distributed, and they were completed on time and according
to the rules.

It also seems that human weaknesses were not unusual for
the members of monastery, they needed training, which they
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did with great care so that the punishment would be beneficial
to the soul.

The most important issue for the clergy in our research
typicons is the issue of freedom and independence, which is
most sharply and categorically expressed in the life of Grigol
Khandzteli: The nuns are notdepended to anyone, but they re-
spected civic people, they also supported and helped in every
possible way “in the flesh”.

It is noteworthy that the churches and monasteries took
care of the preparation of the clergy for the service. On Mount
Athos they were sent to an experienced teacher somewhere in
a remote village, while in Petritson there was a special school

in which a certain number of students should not be reduced.

Every minute of nun’s life is recorded, their main task is to
glorify God, pray and work.

From the time of the spread of Christianity, people sought
complete unity with God and left the village for it. They passed
through the desert individually or in groups, but only the name
of St.Anthony the Great and the St. Pachomius is associated
with their unification and the establishment of monastic life.
However, the monasteries of St. Anthony are of the Lavra type,
i.e. each hermit lives separately, chooses his own work, and is
allowed to gather for the common Eucharist only on week-
ends; At this time they discuss various issues and share experi-
ences with each other, while the monastery of St. Pachomius
- general or canobitic (koivoc Bios - living together), because
the nuns live in the same space and meet each other every day.

A study of the works of St. Anthony the Great and Basil
the Great shows that in Asia Minor and Palestine, canobitic
styles of monastery was the most perfect form of monastic life,
with prayer and hard work, one of the commandments of the
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Old and New Testaments and the foremost Christian virtues.
The case was enforced. Also everywhere is the love and unity
of the brethren, obedience to God and the leader.

In the typicons we have discussed, the hierarchical struc-
ture of the monastery is the same and could not have been
different - in the Orthodox Church the rights and duties of
each of its members are strictly established, from the big to the
small, especially in the monasteries.

The hospitality of strangers, the care of the sick, and the
care of the dead are the duty of every Christian, especially of
the monastery - in the typicons we have discussed, these rules
were binding at the level of law and were carried out with
great diligence.

It should be noted that the leader, the father, through un-
ceasing prayer, fasting, labor, everywhere, always, in every-
thing, should be a role model and distinguished to all - he is
most in demand - and this is so in all typicons, starting with St.
Anthony the Great and St. Pachomius the Great.

Also, St.PachomiusFrom the time of onwards, all typicons
state that the leader himself selects his successor and, with the
consent of the brethren, transfers authority to him; At the same
time, the first leader in the Ktitor monasteries was chosen the
builder. Everywhere great attention was paid to the unwaver-
ing protection of the typicon as the basis for the attainment of
Christian virtues.

Unfortunately, it is impossible to say exactly what the typ-
icon of a Georgian monastery was like before the IX century,
in part, the Georgian archieraticon gives us an idea. We can
assume that the Assyrian fathers who founded monasteries in
Georgia would definitely have some guidelines. We only know
that until the VIII century the Georgian Church followed
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the Jerusalem tradition, presumably according to the Ancient
Georgian Archdiocese, which can be considered a pre-typicon
document. In the life of Giorgi Merchule, it is mentioned that
Father Grigol Khandzteli himself traveled to the ancient plac-
es of Greece, while his friend on his way to Jerusalem “met
to write and perform the rules of the sanctuary” (Monuments,
1963: 264). It is impossible to doubt the accuracy of this state-
ment. Father Grigoli believed in the typicon of the sanctuary
he had received from Jerusalem, which he had brought from
Greece.

From the texts we have reviewed, we learn that the Geor-
gian nuns were well acquainted with the achievements of the
modern Christian world and had access to the latest news,
knowing Greek and Arabic. In addition, the great fathers cared
not only for the education of the clergy, but also for the educa-
tion of the whole nation. We can say this by John the Iberian,
who set a great task of responsibility for his son, the future
great translator and poet St. Euthymius, and handed him over
to the leadership. At his own discretion, Father Euthymius also
ordained the Iviron Monastery of Athos: a liturgy, “as it is writ-
ten in the Great Synaxarion”, and the former - according to the
rules of the Stodiel Monastery, which incorporated elements
of experience from the Athos monastic life, which are partially

preserved by George Hagiorite’s writings. Which later spread
to other Georgian churches and monasteries.

As for the fully developed typicons of the monasteries: we
can assume that their order was established by the founder of
the monastery at his own discretion according to the Christian
tradition. Nowhere is there any trace that they agreed on any-
thing with the hierarchs of the Church, except for the handi-
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work of the Catholics, who were to guarantee the protection
and firmness of these typicons.

The monastery of Petritsoni was built by the typicon son
of Grigol Bakuriani, in his words, according to the charter of
the honest monastery of the All-Holy Mother of God Panagia
in Constantinople. The second Greek-language control copy of
the Typicon was placed in the repository of the Panagia Mon-
astery and was to be kept for “eternity.”

In this regard, the “Monument of Vahan caves” is notewor-
thy; There is no indication here, according to which country
or monastery typicon it is created, but it would have probably
been the first source, and it may have been the “Great Synaxar-
ion” of George theHagiorite, which was widespread in Georgia
at that time.

Here we note that the founders of the monastery, after the
glory of the Lord, strive to write their merits in typicons for the
forgiveness of their sins and instruct the brothers of the mon-
astery to greet and commemorate them with special prayers,
rejoicing and mercy.
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