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Public Defender and Consilium
visit Mikheil Saakashvili in clinic

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he Council of Doctors of the

Public Defender along with
Ombudsman Nino Lomjaria vis-
ited Mikheil Saakashvili in the
Viva Med Clinic.

After the meeting, the doctors
talked about the deteriorating
health of the third president:

“He came in weighing 116 ki-
lograms, he weighs 73.6 at the
moment. The decline is very se-
rious. His condition can be as-
sessed as unequivocally severe.
Of course, Cachexia and signifi-
cant weight loss are very dan-
gerous for life.

Itis one of the good clinics and
the colleagues do their best. The
facts show that, despite this, the
patient’s condition is deteriorat-
ing dynamically,” Tengiz
Tsuladze, a member of the
Consilium, told journalists.

Nino Lomjaria after the meet-
ing was finished told reporters
that the Public Defender’s office
1s considering taking part in the
process of petitioning for the

\

postponement or release of
Mikheil Saakashvili’s sentence.

“A petition has been submit-
ted to the court for release or
postponement of his sentence,
and the public defender 1is con-
sidering an intervention in this
process and in order for us to be
able to present our position or
have a position on this issue, I
considered it necessary to [visit].

If I'm not mistaken, the pro-
cedure was scheduled for next
week, so probably we will have
to prepare before that, so it was
necessary for the doctors them-
selves to come to see and evalu-
ate the situation with their own
eyes.

If we can do something to pro-
tect his rights and save his life,
which my doctors are still talk-
ing about today, that the situa-
tion is really difficult, difficult
and will be critical in a few
months with this dynamic, of
course, the Office of the Public
Defender will do its best in this
direction,” said Lomjaria.

US Senator Risch says Georgia
needs to focus on democracy

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

S Senator Jim Risch was asked about
Georgia’s desire to join the European Union
by Voice of America.

“It’s not rocket science - if Georgia wants to
become a member of the group of European coun-
tries, it needs free people with access to such free-
doms as freedom of the press, freedom of assem-
bly, freedom of speech.

As the senator noted, the country badly needs
an independent and strong judicial system and
the rule of law.

“Jin and I were observers sent by the State
Department to the October 2012 elections. Then
the current president Saakashvili was defeated and
Ivanishvili won. Interestingly, we met both of them
the next morning. T have to tell you that I watched
those elections and I was incredibly impressed with
the way they conducted those elections.

I left there with a strong feeling that Georgia
had turned the page and that this was the first
real, open election since the fall of the Iron Cur-
tain. When we left, I was very optimistic about
where the country was going, not because of who
lost or who was elected, but because it was a free
election.

I've been disappointed ever since. You asked me
what to do? See... it’s not rocket science. If they
want to become a member of a group of European
countries, they need a free people with access to
freedoms such as freedom of the press, freedom of
assembly, freedom of speech...” said Jim Risch.

According to Senator Risch, Georgia needs to
focus on democracy:

“We don’t want to focus only on the negative,
because obviously they're doing a lot of positive
things, but they need to focus on their own democ-
racy, and if they do that, theyre going achieve the
goal... and they have to achieve this, because they
have all the resources to be a real productive mem-
ber of the world,” said Senator Risch.
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By MaLKHAZ MATSABERIDZE

he 19" anniversary of the

Rose Revolution passed in
the usual mode of celebrating
this date for the last years when
the UNNM talks about the great
importance of this event and the
successes achieved since then,
while the Georgian Dream sees
only the negative. This time, the
main issue was the request to
transfer Mikheil Saakashvili,
the main architect of the Rose
Revolution, abroad for treat-
ment.

The Rose Revolution, that is,
the events that took place in
November 2003, no matter how
we evaluate it, are a turning
point in the post-Soviet history
of Georgia. At the time, the op-
position did not accept the re-
sults of the last rigged parlia-
mentary elections held by
Shevardnadze and invaded the
parliament on November 23 un-
der the leadership of Mikheil
Saakashvili.

President Shevardnadze re-
signed. The new government
implemented important reforms
for the country and took a course
of rapid integration with the
West. Reforms aimed at the
modernization of the country,
unfortunately, were not accom-
panied by the appropriate democ-
ratization of the country, which
was followed by mistakes and a
decline in the government’s rat-
ing.

As a result, in 2012, the Na-
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19 years pass since Rose Revolution

tional Movement lost the elec-
tions and gave up power. In the
West, this was met with approval
and they welcomed the arrival
of  billionaire Bidzina
Ivanishvili’s block Georgian
Dream in power.

If the National Movement
was in power for 9 years, the
Georgian Dream has been at the
head of the country for 10. If
Shevardnadze was able to win
two parliamentary elections for
the adoption of the 1995 Consti-
tution, and Saakashvili also won
two, Georgian Dream was able
to maintain power even after the
3" parliamentary elections, al-
though it was clearly difficult in
2020 - the opposition did not en-
ter the parliament for a long
time as a sign of protest, because
they considered the elections to
be rigged. In the end, the Geor-
gian Dream managed to get out
of the parliamentary crisis, in
which the West gave it no small
help.

According to Georgia’s West-
ern partners, the government
and the opposition in the parlia-
ment would cooperate for the
benefit of the country and build
democracy. However, many in
Georgia clearly saw that it
would not be possible to end ‘po-
larization’ in this way.

On the 19 anniversary of the
Rose Revolution, both the gov-

ernment and the opposition are
in a difficult situation. Public
opinion polls show that the rat-
ings of the opposition parties are
very low, more than half of the
respondents do not see the party
they want and are waiting for
the appearance of a ‘new force’,
the ‘National Movement’ re-
mains the main opposition
party, but not only its rating has
decreased, but it is also experi-
encing a deep crisis.

At the end of December, the
elections of the governing bodies
of the party and the chairman
of the party are scheduled. On
the 19" anniversary of the Rose
Revolution, its main creator,
Mikheil Saakashvili, is in
prison. His health condition has
been causing serious concern for
a long time.

The opposition demands that
Saakashvili be transferred
abroad for treatment, which the
government categorically ex-
cludes so far. Mikheil
Saakashvili announced that he
is no longer interested in Geor-
gian politics and does not inter-
fere in it, although the Georgian
Dream does not seem to believe
this.

According to the National
Movement, Saakashvili is
Putin’s prisoner, and in this
case, the government is follow-
ing his instructions.

Information about
Saakashvili’s poisoning also
spread. Parliamentarian Tago
Khvichia came up with a strange
proposal - the opposition recog-
nizes the fulfillment of 12 de-
mands of the European Union by
the Georgian Dream, in return
the government should release
Mikheil Saakashvili. However,
the fulfillment of 12 demands
should be recognized by the Eu-
ropean Union and not by the
opposition in Georgia.

The main puzzle of the Geor-
gian Dream is these 12 demands.
The status of a candidate for EU
membership depends on their
performance. That is, taking an
important step in the direction
of integration with the West,
which is the officially declared
course of Georgia and which is
supported by approximately 80
percent of the population of Geor-
gia. This opportunity was cre-
ated by Russia’s attack on
Ukraine.

The Georgian Dream claims
that it is actively working to ful-
fill these requirements of the
European Union, but the radi-
cal opposition prevents it from
fulfilling the requirements, and
according to the opposition,
Georgian Dream only imitates
working to fulfill the require-
ments and, in reality, does not
intend to fulfill these require-

ments.

Today, the main subject of
controversy is the law of
‘deoligarchization’. Georgian
Dream has already developed its
draft law and passed it in two
readings in the parliament. As
they say, the bill is a copy of the
relevant Ukrainian law. They
also emphasize that this law will
not apply to Bidzina Ivanishvili,
who has ‘left politics’, instead
they talk about the oligarchs
behind the opposition.

The National Movement also
presented its version of the
deoligarchization law, which
Bidzina Ivanishvili cannot stay
behind. Obviously, the Georgian
Dream can adopt its version of
the law, but the European Union
requires that this draft law be
sent to the Venice Commission
before adoption. The Georgian
Dream does not want to do this,
but without it, the European
Union will not consider this re-
quest fulfilled.

The current situation - the
dispute regarding the fulfill-
ment of the 12 requirements of
the European Union will con-
tinue for about another year be-
fore the European Union makes
its decision. However, before
that, many things can change
both outside and inside the coun-
try.
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5 Georgian fighters
killed in Ukraine war,
President Zourabichvili
responds

President Salome
Zourabichvili responded to the
death of 5 Georgian fighters in
Ukraine and offered condolences
to their families.

“Today, five Georgians died in
the battle near Bakhmut. In
these difficult moments, I offer
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my condolences to the families,
friends, and relatives of all the
Georgian fighters who died in
Ukraine,” wrote Zourabichvili.
According to Romeo Parulava,
a Georgian fighter in Ukraine,
a group of Georgian fighters, to-
gether with Ukrainians, are

under siege in the city of
Bakhmut, Donetsk region.
Parulava said in a conversation
with Formula TV that there is
also a Georgian commander in
the siege who is wounded.

According to him, they are
doing everything to evacuate the
wounded, including the operation
to evacuate the bodies of the
dead.

Since the beginning of the
war, 33 Georgian fighters have

been killed in Ukraine.

President Salome
Zourabichvili to meet
the President of Poland
Andrzej Duda

According to the presidential
administration, on December 5,
President of Georgia Salome
Zourabichvili will meet Polish
President Andrzej Duda.

k

The President’s administra-
tion wrote that the meeting
would be held in Warsaw, in the
palace of the President of Poland,
after which they will make state-
ments to the media.

During the working visit, the
President of Georgia will also
meet representatives of the Col-
lege of Europe and will give a
public lecture to students about
the challenges facing Georgia.
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