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Markets
As of 05 Dec 2022

BONDS Price w/w m/m STOCKS Price w/w m/m
GRAIL 07/28 87.81 (YTM 6.67%) +9,2% +15,2% Bank of Georgia (BGEO LN) GBP 25.55 +2,6% +5,6%
GEBGG 07/23 100.57 (YTM 5.07%) +0,0% 0,1% Georgia Capital (CGEO LN) GBP 7.51 +1,5% +18,3%
GEOCAP 03/24 94.62 (YTM 10.81%) +0,9% +1,0% TBC Bank Group (TBCG LN) GBP 22.20 +0,9% +2,5%
SILNET 01/27 93.98 (YTM 10.18%) +1,2% +1,9%
TBC 06/24 98.27 (YTM 6.96%) +0,1% +0,4% CURRENCIES Price w/w m/m

GEL / USD 2,6942 0,6% 1,5%
GEL / EUR 2,8268 +0,9% +3,8%

COMMODITIES Price w/w m/m GEL / GBP 3,2841 +1,4% +5,6%
Crude Oil, Brent (US$/bbl) 82,68 0,6% 16,1% GEL / CHF 2,8565 +0,1% +3,9%
Gold Spot (US$/OZ) 1 768,68 +1,6% +5,2% GEL / RUB 0,0431 2,5% 2,5%

GEL / TRY 0,1444 0,7% 1,8%
INDICES Price w/w m/m GEL / AZN 1,5874 0,6% 1,6%
FTSE 100 7 567,54 +1,3% +3,2% GEL / AMD 0,0068 0,3% 1,3%
FTSE 250 19 329,58 +0,2% +5,4% GEL / UAH 0,0730 0,4% 1,6%
DAX 14 447,61 +0,4% +7,3% EUR / USD 0,9532 1,4% 5,1%
DOW JONES 33 947,10 +0,3% +4,8% GBP / USD 0,8204 1,9% 6,6%
NASDAQ 11 239,94 +1,7% +7,3% CHF / USD 0,9426 0,7% 5,3%
MSCI EM EE 30,30 0,1% +11,5% RUB / USD 62,5438 +1,8% +1,0%
MSCI EM 984,26 +5,7% +11,2% TRY / USD 18,6359 +0,0% +0,4%
SP 500 3 998,84 +0,9% +6,1% AZN / USD 1,6977 +0,0% +0,1%
MSCI FM 2 141,16 +2,3% +8,9% AMD / USD 394,4000 0,2% 0,2%

Prepared for Georgia Today Business by

O
verall, Georgia continues to fulfi l the visa lib-
eralization benchmarks and has taken action 
to address the Commission’s previous recom-
mendations, – reads the fi fth report on the EU 
visa-free regime with Western Balkans Eastern 

Partnership countries.
The document reads that despite the above, efforts are 

needed in visa policy and fi ghting money laundering and 
organized crime.

As the document notes, Georgia should further address the 
following issues:

a) Align Georgia’s visa policy with the EU’s list of visa-
required third countries, in particular those third countries 
presenting irregular migration or security risks to the EU.

b) Continue to address unfounded asylum applications in 
Member States; tailor information campaigns on the visa-free 
regime to relevant migrant profi les, including vulnerable 
groups, those remaining beyond the period for which entry 
was granted (overstays), and those making unfounded asylum 
applications.

c) Increase efforts to tackle corruption, in particular the 
role of large-scale vested interests and their infl uence in the 
economic and political spheres, in particular by strengthen-
ing the independence and coordination of anti-corruption 
institutions as well as providing them with necessary resources.

European Commission: Georgia Should 
Increase Efforts to Tackle Corruption

Dr Hanna Shelest

FOCUS 
ON NOTIONS OF WAR
We talk to expert Dr 
Shelest about Georgia's 
approach to the war, Misha 
Saakashvili, and the cold 
winter ahead for Ukraine PAGE 4
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d) Finalize efforts to fully align national 
legislation with the EU acquis on anti-
money laundering and counterterrorism 
fi nancing.

e) Step up efforts against organized 
crime, especially the networks connected 
to operations in the EU.

f) Fully align the procedure for 
appointing Supreme Court judges with 
the Venice Commission’s recommen-
dations, and adopt and implement 
legislation evaluating the integrity 
and performance of Supreme Court 
judges.

g) Ensure the independence of the data 
protection authority.

Continued from page 1

European Commission: 
Georgia Should Increase 
Efforts to Tackle Corruption

Source: Time Magazine

BY ANA DUMBADZE

T
he war shows no signs of 
slowing down, with heavy 
missile attacks continuing 
in the south and east of the 
country.

The latest wave of strikes comes after 
three Russian airbases experienced 
attacks this week. Kyiv has not claimed 
responsibility for the attacks, however, 
some of which have been located hun-
dreds of miles within Russia.

Pro-Russian offi cial Denis Pushilin, the 
acting head of the separatist “Donetsk 
People’s Republic” in eastern Ukraine, 
told Russian state media Tuesday that 
Russian troops are in a position to advance 
in Donetsk, arguably the most hotly-
contested region in the Ukraine war at 
the moment.

Fighting there has descended into 
bloody trench warfare with fi erce battles 
over local settlements as Russian troops 
attempt to encircle and capture Bakhmut, 
and Ukrainian forces try to hold them 
back.

PUTIN SAYS WAR COULD 
BE ‘LENGTHY’
The war in Ukraine, which Russian 
President Vladimir Putin calls a “special 
military operation,” will “be a long pro-
cess,” he said during a televised meeting 

Ukraine War: EU Eyes New Sanctions on 
Russia as Putin Warns of ‘Lengthy’ War

on Wednesday.
After months of veiled nuclear threats, 

Putin defended Russia’s nuclear policies. 
While the threat of nuclear war has risen, 
“we have not gone crazy, we are aware 
what nuclear weapons are,” Putin said, 
adding that Russia’s nuclear strategy is 
centered on “retaliatory strikes.”

KYIV MAYOR SAYS WINTER 
‘APOCALYPSE’ SCENARIO IS 
POSSIBLE, BUT URGES CALM
Kyiv’s mayor on Wednesday warned of 
an “apocalypse” scenario for the Ukrain-
ian capital this winter if Russian air 
strikes on infrastructure continue, and 
said that although there was no need for 

people to evacuate now, they should be 
ready to do so.

“Kyiv might lose power, water, and 
heat. The apocalypse might happen, like 
in Hollywood fi lms, when it’s not pos-
sible to live in homes because of the low 
temperatures,” Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
told Reuters in an interview. “But we are 
fi ghting and doing everything we can to 
make sure this does not happen,” he said.

According to Klitschko, 152 civilian 
residents of Kyiv have been killed and 
678 buildings destroyed since the begin-
ning of Russia’s invasion on February 
24, but the city faces fresh tribulations 
this winter as Russia regularly pounds 
Ukraine’s power grid with missiles.

EU EYES RUSSIAN OFFICIALS, 
BANKS, INDUSTRY 
FOR SANCTIONS
The European Union proposed travel 
bans and asset freezes on almost 200 
more Russian offi cials and military offi c-
ers as part of a new round of sanctions 
aimed at ramping up pressure on Mos-
cow over its war in Ukraine.

The proposals were made by the EU’s 
executive branch, the European Com-
mission. They must still be debated and 
endorsed by the 27 member countries, 
a process that routinely results in the 
commission’s suggestions getting 
watered down.

The targets of the latest recommended 
sanctions include government ministers, 
lawmakers, regional governors and 
political parties.

“This list covers key fi gures in Rus-
sia’s brutal and deliberate missile strikes 
against civilians, in the kidnapping of 
Ukrainian children to Russia, and in the 
theft of Ukrainian agricultural prod-
ucts,” European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen said in a state-
ment.

With a fresh raft of sanctions, the com-
mission also intends to target the Rus-
sian defense industry and more Russian 
banks, and to impose export controls 
and restrictions on products like chem-
icals, nerve agents, electronics and IT 
components that could be used by the 
armed forces.

ZELENSKY AND ‘SPIRIT 
OF UKRAINE’ NAMED 
TIME MAGAZINE’S 
PERSON OF THE YEAR
Time Magazine named Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky its Person 
of the Year, awarding him the accolade 
“for proving that courage can be as 
contagious as fear.”

Editor-in-Chief Edward Felsenthal 
said the choice of Zelensky, alongside 
“the spirit of Ukraine,” was “the most 
clear-cut in memory.”

“Whether the battle for Ukraine fi lls 
one with hope or with fear, the world 
marched to Volodymyr Zelensky’s beat 
in 2022,” he said.

Felsenthal said Zelensky’s decision 
when the war started “not to fl ee Kyiv 
but to stay and rally support, was fate-
ful.”

“For proving that courage can be as 
contagious as fear, for stirring people 
and nations to come together in defense 
of freedom, for reminding the world of 
the fragility of democracy, and of peace, 
Volodymyr Zelensky, and the spirit of 
Ukraine, are TIME’s 2022 Person of the 
Year,” he said.

The magazine also highlighted people 
said to “embody” the spirit of Ukraine. 
They include engineer Oleg Kutkov, 
who helped keep Ukraine connected; 
Olga Rudenko, editor of the Kyiv Inde-
pendent; and British combat surgeon 
David Nott.

Can Russian Missile Attacks 
Bring Ukraine to Its Knees?
BY MICHAEL GODWIN

F
ollowing the promotion of 
General Sergey Surovikin to 
the post of Commander of All 
Russian Forces in Ukraine, Kyiv 
witnessed a change in tactics. 

On October 10, waves of cruise missiles 
and “kamikaze” attack drones fi lled the 
skies over Ukraine’s cities as the so-called 
“General Armageddon'' ordered one of 
the largest missile strikes in the war. 
However, these munitions were not hur-
tling towards military bases, forward 
fi ghting positions, or even supply depots: 
They were headed for the civilian city 
centers. 

In the weeks that followed, more waves 
of missiles struck civilian infrastructure 
hubs across the country. According to 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
around six million people are suffering 
with outages of electricity, heating, and 
water. Despite massive efforts by Kyiv, as 
well as NATO and EU allies, to curb the 
effect of these strikes, the looming winter 
stands to take an immense toll on the 
already shaken Ukrainian people. 

While the effect of these missiles against 
military targets may halt or slow any 
Ukrainian advances on the battlefi eld, 
their application against civilians will not. 

In fact, there has been little to no observ-
able effect on Kyiv's military ambitions. 
So the question is: Why does Russia 
openly fi re on civilians, and can it force 
the country to capitulate using this tactic?

The concept of targeting the civil foun-
dation that supports the military appara-
tus is something that became a formal 
component with the advent of aircraft 
and strategic munitions. While some 
examples exist in the First World War, it 
was WWII that saw this become doctrine 
for both sides. The concept of “strategic 
bombing” was modernized, using aircraft 
and missile assets to destroy the enemy’s 
ability to produce, sustain, and train 
military forces. However, the dark cousin 
to this tactic is terror bombing - the tar-
geting of civilian centers to reduce and 
destroy the morale of one’s foe. 

This twisted approach to strategic bomb-
ing targets not only production facilities 
and economic hubs, but also puts shop-
ping malls, markets, and housing blocks 
in the crosshairs in an attempt to push 
the population to an anti-war sentiment. 
This sentiment is supposed to convince 
national leadership to sue for peace, or 
at least come to the negotiations table 
with a disadvantage. Thus, Russia is 
directly and indirectly attempting to bomb, 
restrict, and ultimately freeze the Ukrain-
ian people into submission.

Continued on page 4

T
he European Commission 
on Wednesday proposed a 
ninth package of sanctions 
on Russia over its invasion 
of Ukraine that would 

include almost 200 more individuals and 
entities on the EU sanctions list.

Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen said it favored new sanctions 
against three additional Russian banks 
and new export controls and restrictions, 
especially for dual-use goods like key 
chemicals, nerve agents, electronics and 
IT components.

Russia “continues to bring death and 
devastation to Ukraine and is deliber-

EU Commission 
Proposes 9th Package of 
Sanctions Against Russia

ately targeting civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, seeking to paralyze the 
country at the beginning of the winter”, 
she said in a statement.

She added that the eight packages of 
sanctions the EU had introduced so far 
are already biting hard and now the bloc 
wanted to raise the pressure on Russia 
with a ninth package.

Sanctions require the unanimous back-
ing of all the bloc’s 27 member states, 
but most of the measures proposed in 
the fi rst eight packages were approved 
by their representative European Coun-
cil within weeks, though some were 
dropped or watered down.

The eighth package was approved on 
Oct. 5 and included more trade restric-
tions and targeted more individuals.

Von der Leyen said new individuals 
and entities proposed for the sanctions 
list included the Russian armed forces 
as well as individual offi cers and defense 
industries, members of the Russian par-
liament’s State Duma and Federation 
Council, ministers, governors and polit-
ical parties.

“This list covers key fi gures in Russia’s 
brutal and deliberate missile strikes against 
civilians, in the kidnapping of Ukrainian 
children to Russia, and in the theft of 
Ukrainian agricultural products,” she said.
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INTERVIEW BY VAZHA 
TAVBERIDZE FOR RFE/RL 

D
r. Hanna Shelest is the 
Security Studies Program 
Director at the Foreign 
Policy Council “Ukrainian 
Prism” and Head of the 

Board of the NGO “Promotion of Inter-
cultural Cooperation”. Prior to this, she 
served for more than 10 years as a Sen-
ior Researcher at the National Institute 
for Strategic Studies under the President 
of Ukraine, Odessa Branch. The RFE/ 
RL Georgian Service kicked off our inter-
view with her with the hard winter 
Ukraine is now facing.

“A little bit of good news in this is that 
the road will be frozen so there is less 
mud,” she tells us. “Now we have rain 
and fog that complicates the movements 
of the forces. Both Ukrainians and Rus-
sians are experienced with such winters, 
but the Ukrainian armed forces are much 
better prepared than the Russian in terms 
of uniforms, because we started to pro-
duce and request winter uniforms back 
in summer. Canada alone delivered 100,000 
quality winter uniforms. At the same time, 
the international media reports how the 
Russian troops are physically freezing 
because they don't have any such sup-
plies. There are rumors Chinese supplies 
are coming in, but time really matters.”

THERE ARE ALSO RUMORS 
UKRAINE COULD BE SUPPLIED 
WITH THE PATRIOT DEFENSE 
SYSTEM. HOW MUCH 
OF A GAME-CHANGER 
WOULD THAT BE? 
Seeing what the Russians are doing now, 
the most important thing is to boost our 

air defense. Where HIMARS were needed 
to target Russian ammunition depots, 
now Patriot can help us in the same way 
as IRIS helped, as did other types of 
equipment that we received from our 
partners. And that means the Russian 
attacks will be less successful. 

There is certain ammunition that has 
become historically symbolic. Like 
HIMARS, like Javelins before. Along 
with HIMARS, we’ve also received Brit-
ish, Turkish and French systems, with 
almost the exact same characteristics, 
but everybody talks about HIMARs 
because they're symbolic. Patriot is also 
a symbolic weapon that everybody has 
heard about, that is something big and 
to be afraid of. That's why it is so fre-
quently mentioned in Russian propaganda 
these days. 

OUR INTERVIEW IS TAKING 
PLACE IN TBILISI- “CITY OF 
PEACE,” ACCORDING TO THE 
FRESHLY MINTED SLOGAN 
FOR THE CAPITAL OVER NEW 
YEAR. IT WAS PERCEIVED 
IT AS A THINLY VEILED 
DIG AT UKRAINE. DO YOU 
SHARE THAT SENTIMENT?
You know, I see it as black humor, and not 
even for Ukraine, but for Georgia itself. 
Because the city of peace can be Geneva 
or Vienna, where we signed most of the 
documents, but for a country that is still 
at war to this day, as Georgia is, it sounds 
a little bit odd, I think. And if the locals 
agree with it, fi ne, but we know how the 
Georgian population feels, and, in this way, 
we totally share their position.

LET’S TALK ABOUT GEORGIA’S 
ROLE IN THIS WAR. AND 
LET'S DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT AND 

THE GEORGIAN PEOPLE, 
INCLUDING THE GEORGIAN 
FIGHTERS THERE.
You know, Ukrainians clearly differenti-
ate between these groups. Ukrainians 
highly appreciated all those demonstra-
tions that happened in Tbilisi; they were 
praised, there was gratitude, that was 
tremendous. It was discussed everywhere. 

The Georgian Legion in Ukraine-  the 
Georgian fi ghters are highly praised as 
well. They're well respected, they are 
not newcomers. There was a generation 
who came in the 1990s. But like in Odessa, 
we’ve had Georgians since the 19th cen-
tury, many famous names who infl uenced 
the capital, making these Georgians part 
of our nation as well. 

But when you speak about the Geor-
gian government, it still raises a lot of 
brows. There is a clear absence of under-
standing or acceptance of the behavior 
of the Georgian government. We see 
there are different positions, even within 
the ruling party, and we understand that 
there are debates. The Ukrainians could 
more or less accept the issue about the 
sanctions, even that the Georgian gov-
ernment was extremely bad at commu-
nicating on the issue. We know that 
Georgia joined the European sanctions, 
so it is not violating these sanctions; it 
just didn't apply some national ones. 
Moldova did the same, but we don’t ask 
Moldova “why?” as they had good com-
munication on the issue. The issue of 
what is happening now, with the accept-
ance of so many Russians into Georgia, 
that is something that really brought 
total misunderstanding.

WHAT DID YOU EXPECT THE 
GEORGIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO DO? TURN THEM BACK?
What really shocked us in the beginning, 
when monitoring Russian social networks 
and online media, was when we noticed 
how many Russians were just standing 
at the border with Georgia and discuss-
ing whether they should take the Z sym-
bol off their cars. These people were 
running to Georgia not because they were 
against the war, but because the war is 
nice on TV but they didn't want to be in 
the armed forces fi ghting in it. So it means 
that these people are bringing to Georgia 
all these pro-war sentiments. Some are 
bringing pro-Putin sentiments as well, 
and many of them, as soon as they were 
not allowed to cross with this Z symbol, 
started not just to complain about Geor-
gians, but became openly fascist in their 
statements. And then Georgia generously 

opened its doors. 
For me, it’s not about Ukraine, it’s about 

the risks this brings to Georgia. First of 
all, why was a 100,000-strong population 
of dubious positions allowed in, espe-
cially when you also have a huge amount 
of Ukrainian refugees. That means you 
will have confl icts between these two 
groups. What will you do? You are a 
small country, you will not be able to 
accommodate such an amount of people. 
They will have an infl uence and who 
knows how many Russian agents are 
among them? It's like a ticking bomb, 
and the question is when it will be trig-
gered, not whether it will explode.

TBILISI HAS ACCUSED KYIV OF 
TRYING TO DRAG IT INTO AN 
OPEN CONFRONTATION WITH 
RUSSIA. AND OBJECTIVELY 
SPEAKING, THERE HAVE BEEN 
QUESTIONABLE STATEMENTS 
FROM SOME UKRAINIAN 
POLITICIANS. EVERYBODY 
CAN UNDERSTAND GEORGIA 
IS IN NO POSITION TO GET 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY, SHAPE 
OR FORM. SO WHY TRY TO 
POKE IT WITH A STICK?

First, Georgia is in this war already, because 
what is happening now is a continuation 
of 2008. In the big picture, it’s not at peace 
with the Russian Federation, the nego-
tiations are not over, Abkhazia and South 
Ossetia are still under occupation, it has 
creeping borderization. You cannot say 
you are safe and at peace. So to say that 
we are trying to drag you in sounds a lit-
tle bit strange, because just a few years 
ago, Georgia’s diplomats in the interna-
tional arena were always speaking about 
uniting our cases, asking why we were 
not speaking with a single voice. 

It seems to me this current accusation 
is open manipulation from the Georgian 
side, because we are not dragging any-
one: You were there fi rst. 

Yes, there were several statements from 
Ukrainian politicians, but not infl uential 
politicians in terms of forming the foreign 
and security policy. And not offi cials, just 
politicians who said that Georgia needs 
to use this moment and open a second 
front. This was highly criticized inside 
Ukraine, by the expert community, by the 
diplomats. Ukraine is not the aggressor 
nation, we didn’t start this war, we are 
not going to take Russian territory, we 
are not calling anybody to military action. 
That was defi nitely irresponsible from 
those who stated it, but you always have 
somebody saying stupid things, because 

they're not aware of the real situation, or 
want some hype. 

GOING BACK TO THOSE 
GEORGIANS IN ODESSA WHO 
SHAPED THE CITY'S HISTORY 
AND DESTINY, THE MOST 
RECENT ONE WOULD BE 
GEORGIA’S 3RD PRESIDENT, 
MISHA SAAKASHVILI. WHAT 
IS HIS LEGACY IN UKRAINE?
It's a very contradictory area, because 
there was a lot of PR around his moves. 
A lot of people in Ukraine hoped that we 
would get the Misha of 2005, the Batumi-
maker and the reformer, but Ukraine 
received the Misha of a later time, when 
PR and publicity were more important 
than reforms. And also, while in Georgia 
he was the president, in Ukraine, he was 
just another politician. But he inspired a 
lot of people. He does it well, let's be hon-
est. Some of these people are now in 
politics and doing very well, the younger 
generation who believed in themselves, 
really good Members of Parliament, com-
ing from those who came with him. He 
brought a lot of good Georgians to Ukraine, 
who are still helping the Ukrainian state 
in many spheres. 

It's not black or white, for sure. What 
happened later, we understand that he 
couldn't fi nd his exact place, and he was 
very divided between Georgia and 
Ukraine. I mean, that's natural. That's 
understandable. But he was caught in 
the trap of this division between two 
countries.

HE FREELY ADMITS THAT HE 
DOESN’T SEE A FUTURE FOR 
HIMSELF IN GEORGIA. DOES 
HE HAVE ONE IN UKRAINE?
I am afraid he doesn’t. He wanted to be 
a leader, not just a member of the parlia-
ment, and so he created his own political 
party, but they didn’t get a lot of votes. 
He is still a man of one personality, and 
Ukraine is now trying to have more par-
ties where you have several leaders, not 
just a single person. 

That said, he can defi nitely have certain 
opinion-making infl uence in the country. 
I am not sure that would count as polit-
ical infl uence. I don’t see him in a top-
level position in Ukraine, but I can see 
him in charge of some big reconstruction 
fund, something that can have impact, 
infl uence, maybe something needing 
innovation, but at the same time, some-
thing that would free him from bureau-
cracy, because he’s quite bad with the 
frames that come with it.  

“City of Peace? That, I think, is Black Humor” Hanna 
Shelest on Georgia, Ukraine and the Notion of War

In Russia’s ideal, the Ukrainian people, 
tired of their relatives dying on the front 
line as well as their own lives being in 
danger, would act out, and, whether through 
popular uprising or forced snap elections, 
the Zelensky administration would be 
ousted, a new leader would emerge that 
would seek a peace deal, and the Kremlin 
could claim victory. Additionally, the new 
leadership could be molded into something 
Moscow could control. 

This may answer why Russia is target-
ing the Ukrainian civilian population. 
However, this only leads to the second 
question: Can this technique actually 
work? Will Kyiv bend to Moscow’s will 
and separate from the West and NATO? 
A look at history may shed light on this. 

Often referenced by pro-Kremlin social 
media accounts, the actions of the Allies 
in WWII against Germany and Japan 
were the most notable strategic bombing 
campaign. The fi rebombing of Tokyo, 
Dresden, Hamburg, and many other raids 
leveled cities and resulted in hundreds 
of thousands of civilian deaths. Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, the two sites of America’s 
fi rst nuclear weapons detonations, laid a 
precedent that still rings across the pro-
Russian military analysis community 
today. 

Conversely, the air mission into Great 
Britain by the German air force, the Luft-
waffe, was targeted at bringing the island 
nation to its knees and halting any sup-
port for its campaigns in Europe. Even 
with the devastation in London and other 
cities, the people felt a sense of solidarity 
with their countrymen fi ghting across 
the Channel. When Germany introduced 
its new cruise missiles, the V2 rocket 
program, this did little to chip away the 
Brits’ passion for victory. 

The actions of the United States Air 
Force in Vietnam continued this tactic of 
attempting to bomb the citizenry into 
submission. To the contrary, popular sup-
port for the North Vietnamese forces 
soared during the mass bombing opera-
tions in the country. Recruitment for the 
armed forces and guerilla groups increased 
as more attacks ravaged the countryside, 
causing the US and allied forces to face 
increasingly more dedicated resistance 
on the ground. 

In all these examples, the attempts at a 
munitions-based approach of forcing the 
people into capitulation became a hope-
less dream. Russia has used hundreds of 
its valuable and expensive precision mis-
sile technologies, millions of dollars try-
ing to replace them, and even more trying 
to imitate them with cheap Iranian ersatz 
versions. With so much of history indi-

Can Russian Missile Attacks Bring Ukraine to Its Knees?

A medical worker passes a burning car 
after a Russian attack in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
Source: AP / Roman Hrytsyna)

Continued from page 2 cating that this tactic is a lost cause, Rus-
sia’s more recent history in Syria shows 
why they still believe in this methodology. 

General Surovikin, as well as much of 
the Russian military’s offi cer corps, gained 
their combat experience from being 
deployed in Syria. A part of the deploy-
ment against the Islamic State as well as 
the enemies of Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, the tactic of bombing cities and 
settlements came out of necessity. The 
Russian military, unable to combat an 
asymmetric force like the Syrian rebels 
with conventional force, and unwilling 
to develop a counter insurgency model 
like the United States and NATO, resorted 
to blunt force. 

Since the rebels were intricately woven 
into the communities that supported 
them, there was no distinction between 
armed insurgents and civilians. Bombing 
included hospitals to curtail the return 
of wounded enemy fi ghters, markets to 
throttle their supplies, and villages and 
towns to remove their supporters. Despite 
the sheer brutality and horror of this 
campaign, it worked. The overarching 
objective of keeping al-Assad in power 
was achieved, something many military 
analysts agree would not be possible 
without such foreign intervention. 

However, Ukraine is not Syria. The 
Kremlin, applying a one-bomb-fi ts-all 

approach to the problem, failed to recog-
nize the overt differences between the 
two. In Syria, Russia faced an irregular 
force, with almost no technological sophis-
tication, no air force, and little in the way 
of mechanized armor forces. 

In addition, the Syrian anti-government 
and pro-democracy armies received very 
little from foreign countries, aside from 
small arms shipments that came few and 
far between. 

Ukraine couldn’t be more of a polar 
opposite. Kyiv had spent years since the 
fi rst incursion in 2014 modernizing and 
retraining its forces. The Ukrainian Armed 
Forces had virtually reinvented its bat-
tlefi eld management and command model 
with help from NATO. After the invasion, 
the Kremlin likely never thought they 
would have to contend with the armory 
of Europe, Australia, the United States, 
and the United Kingdom coming to bear 
in Ukraine’s defense. 

As a result, the Russian military, again 
incapable of innovation or creativity, 
resorted to the same clockwork routine 
of irreverent bombing and crude missile 
strikes. With the observable inability to 
defeat the Ukrainian forces on the bat-
tlefi eld, the Kremlin has settled on killing 
innocent people in their homes and claim-
ing this, in some way, warrants a military 
success. 

Ultimately, the answer to the aforemen-
tioned question is a resounding ‘no’. Rus-
sian command cannot hope to win this 
war by attempting to bomb the population 
into forcing Kyiv to capitulate. Ukraine 
has already fi rmly made its position clear 
that defeat is not an option. With more 
major defeats than signifi cant victories, 
the Kremlin is running short on its own 
options. As the popular online saying 
goes, “the Russian army was thought to 
be the second best in the world. It turns 
out it's only the second best army in 
Ukraine.”
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ANALYSIS BY EMIL AVDALIANI

T
he liberal idea was built 
around and infl uenced by 
the Westphalian concept 
of state sovereignty. But 
increasingly the modern-

day liberal expansion undermined a core 
Westphalian idea of pluralism of politi-
cal and ideological systems. Even if the 
Western leaders were more considerate 
in their foreign policy actions and less 
eager to extend liberalism deep into 
Eurasia, where its tradition was sparse 
or non-existent, the unipolar moment 
was still bound to experience troubles. 
Even the moderate spread of liberalism 
causes nationalism, questions the very 
idea of state sovereignty, and the high 
pace of globalization incurs the loss of 
countless industry jobs in the West. 

Another way of explaining the present 
troubles within the liberal system might 
be that the liberal order is in the process 
of adapting. More than three decades 
have passed since the end of the Cold 
War and after the initial euphoria of the 
“end of history,” there might be an over-
extension. While previously it was nes-
tled on mostly the western parts of the 
European continent, North America, 
Australia, New Zealand, and some other 
parts of what we nowadays call the Indo-
Pacifi c realm, the liberal order made 
huge territorial inroads into the heart of 
Eurasia after the end of the Cold War. 
Though great Eurasian civilizations his-
torically have not been immune to West-
ern infl uence of some sort, they always 
resisted its cultural, political, and eco-
nomic infl uence. Thus what nowadays 
Russia, Turkey, Iran, China, and even 
partially India do to resist Western mul-
tilateralism should come as no surprise. 

It is, however, startling to see the power 
these countries now possess and the 
level of cooperation they now enjoy. 

Their strength is rooted in the near uni-
form spread of technological prowess, 
i.e. the modernity and economic benefi ts 
across the world. In the 21st century, that 
modernity empowers both the liberal 
and illiberal camps, and this constitutes 
a fundamental break with the past when 
progress and liberalism went hand in 
hand and were almost exclusively con-
fi ned to the West. Thus America-led 
liberal internationalism brought about 
largest benefi ts for the world overall, 
enabling large but poor states to turn 
into major regional or world players. 
This also planted seeds for effective 
resistance to liberal ideas and America’s 
geopolitical vision. 

From a historic perspective, this could 
be cast as a continuation of the struggle 
between the sea and land powers. Sea 
powers, liberal democracies, though 
unable to outcompete militarily the 
Eurasian land empires and change their 
state-building patterns, mostly resort to 
infl uencing their rivals’ behavior, con-
straining their ability to unite or infl u-
ence Eurasia in its entirety. It is no coin-
cidence that the world’s greatest 
democracies were the lands hard to 
reach: The British Isles and the US. 
Development of democracy took much 
longer in continental Europe, and failed 
to take root in Asia because emerging 
liberal forces were often smashed out-
right or contained by the neighboring 
autocratic land empires. 

Sea powers possessed technological 
prowess, but their potential was often 
checked by continental powers’ far greater 
human and natural resources. And this 
is where the critical difference between 
modern and previous challenges to the 
West stands. The America-imposed lib-
eral system allowed a more or less even 
diffusion of economic benefi ts and tech-
nological knowledge. Now powerful 
continental illiberal states are techno-
logically advanced, coupled with astound-
ing human capital and a natural resource 

base. They are increasingly tilting toward 
greater cooperation among themselves 
to confront the collective West. 

There is also a problem of increasing 
incongruity between the social contract 
which was a basis of the modern liberal 
system and the decreasing benefi ts it 
currently brings to the order’s leading 
members. The liberal order has been 
built through agreements and organiza-
tional structures. However, those very 
fundamentals which ensured the effi cacy 
of multilateralism have lately been thin-
ning out. 

Mutual military protection and social 
advancement have stopped working, as, 
nowadays, it has become increasingly 
diffi cult for Western societies to grasp 
the traditional inter-connection between 
liberal internationalism and progress at 
home. There is also a growing sentiment 
that the order has been more benefi cial 
to other parts of the world. Some of this 
thinking is correct. The global fi nancial 
meltdown of 2008 brought about greater 
economic inequality, which in turn caused 
protectionist and populist tendencies 

across the world to scale back the pace 
of globalization.

But as much as the crisis is real and 
markedly different in gravity in com-
parison with previous challenges, pic-
turing the coming end to the liberal idea 
could be a hastily reached conclusion. 
Liberal internationalism is surprisingly 
resilient. It has been made and remade 
by various historical painful processes 
fi lled with both successes and failures, 
but it nevertheless points to the idea’s 
fl exibility. 

The liberal idea proved especially resil-
ient and progressive in times of grave 
challenges, such as the Nazi and com-
munist menaces. Even now, liberalism’s 
elasticity and attractiveness are evidenced 
by a number of states of various sizes 
and in different regions becoming part 
of the order. True, some evolve into 
imperfect democracies (as in the case 
of eastern European and the South Cau-
casus states), but large parts of those 
countries’ societies nevertheless embrace 
the liberal idea and strive for improve-
ment in governance. Larger failures hap-

pen too. In case of China and Russia, 
liberal attractiveness has not worked, 
and even produced radically opposite 
results as both states are building their 
institutions increasingly based on anti-
liberal ideas. Liberalism, despite its 
internal contradictions, is nevertheless 
a more benign formula than any of its 
alternatives. The idea is also attractive 
as it aspires and successfully carries out 
a relatively even spread of economic 
benefi ts among its participants. 

Indeed, the elasticity of the liberal order 
was proved when Russia began a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022. The thinking in Moscow was evi-
dent: The liberal order is not only weak, 
but it actually experiences fundamental 
troubles and it is only a matter of time 
until it fi nally breaks down. Perhaps 
Putin thought he could even nudge it a 
bit in this direction and thus accelerate 
the demise of the liberal system. 

Emil Avdaliani is a professor at European 
University and the Director of Middle East 
Studies at the Georgian think-tank, Geocase.

Challenges to the Liberal Order. Part 2
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T
he quality of toys is one of 
the most important issues 
that many people are inter-
ested in in Georgia. The 
availability of high-quality 

toys is not big in Georgia, because they 
are only sold in branded shops and the 
prices are high.

Many people still do not know that on 
the 3rd fl oor od Tbilisi Mall is located 
new, extremely large-sized shop of WISH-
LIST. There you can fi nd large variety 
of international toy brands with EN71 
certifi cation. This is Wishlist’s Baby 
Universe – company that has been offer-
ing its customers high quality toys and 
always increasing product variety for 
last 6 years.

The offers by Wishlist.ge is gaining 
increasing popularity during pre-new 
year period. At this time of year every-

one wants to chose best possible distin-
guished gift to their children. Wishlist 
has taken this into consideration and 
nowadays the showroom of Wishlist is 
best then ever – offering huge product 
line.

Wishlsit.ge has been operating for 6 
years and it has been 5 years since the 
company has been offering the market 
their own imported toys. In this business 
Wishlist is a market leader, offering eve-
rything needed from newborn to teen-
ager – strollers, car seats, high chairs, 
battery operated cars, bed, toys, etc..

In Wishlist all the products are made 
in accordance of European pediatricians’ 
recommendations and every toy is 
designed for specifi c age of the child. This 
brings not only entertainment but also 
education to the child. The toys that are 
represented in Wishlist are designed to 

develop children’s creativity, imagination, 
fantasy, coordination – thus to make play-
ing process more effective and fruitful.

In the mega-shop you can see the brands 

as: Hasbro, Hot Wheels, Mattel, Barbie, 
Play-Doh, Dede, Art & Craft, Moni Toys, 
Pilsan, Baby Alive and many others.

High quality toys must have EN71 cer-

tifi cate, that means that coloring pigment 
is anti-allergic and the plastic doesn’t 
contain lead and other toxic ingredients. 
Each branded toy has unique certifi ca-
tion document where all this information 
is written in details. The certifi cate con-
sists of 50-60 pages where the results of 
certifi cation is displayed by the code of 
the certain item.

When looking for high-quality item it 
is extremely important to purchase it in 
well-known shop. In this case the shop 
is responsible for the quality of the offered 
toy and it cares about their customers 
in long term – increasing the number of 
loyal customers. One must always con-
sider the age group that is written on 
the certain toy. Wishlist also offers toys 
for 0–6-month toddlers. This group of 
toys is very hard to fi nd nowadays in 
Georgia.

Wishlist Opens Brand New Shop in Tbilisi Mall

T
he USAID Holiday Fair held 
last weekend in Dedaena 
Park united more than 120 
entrepreneurs from across 
Georgia. The entrepreneurs 

were participants in USAID programs 
that support youth and women entrepre-
neurs and also Georgia’s agriculture sec-
tor. These programs are part of USAID’s 
30-year commitment to make Georgia 
more prosperous and to make sure that 
prosperity reaches the people of Georgia, 
including women, in every corner of the 
country. 

Members of the Georgian Heritage Craft 
Association and AWE (Association of 
Women Entrepreneurs), which have 
received support from USAID, also par-
ticipated. In addition, the fair hosted 
entrepreneurs from the charity organiza-
tion reWoven, which supports women in 
Azerbaijani-minority villages in southern 
Georgia by helping them weave the tra-
ditional carpets that have been a crucial 
part of their culture for centuries.

“USAID was proud to see so many 
entrepreneurs supporting themselves, 
their families, and their communities at 
the event, and we were very happy with 
the number of visitors to the fair, sup-
porting these entrepreneurs despite the 
weather,” Marika Olson, Economic Growth 
Offi ce Director, USAID/Georgia, tells 
GEORGIA TODAY.

We asked her about the main activities 

of the event and the opportunities it pro-
vided to the women entrepreneurs.

“The entrepreneurs and artisans came 
from across Georgia. They are women 
and men of different ages making a diverse 
array of products,” she says. “The fair was 
open to the public and provided an oppor-
tunity for handicraft artisans and food 
producers to sell directly to a wider audi-
ence than in their home communities.

“It was an excellent opportunity for 
visitors to do their holiday shopping and 
a great chance for women entrepreneurs 
to establish business relationships through 
direct networking with the public–and 
to make money by selling their goods. 
Many of the entrepreneurs that have par-
ticipated in previous fairs arranged by 
USAID have established connections to 
further access local and even international 
markets.”

TELL US ABOUT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
ENCOURAGING/
STRENGTHENING WOMEN 
ENTREPRENEURS ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY.
USAID invests in Georgia’s women entre-
preneurs to help them develop sustain-
able, profi table businesses that allow them 
to support their households. Some even 
provide employment opportunities for 
others in their communities.

USAID supports women entrepreneurs 

around the world because the economic 
empowerment of women is critical for 
economic growth: economic growth is 
more sustainable when it includes the 
participation of everyone. It’s also impor-
tant for democratic development: when 
women participate in the economy, stud-
ies have shown they are more likely to 
participate in democracy, making a coun-
try more refl ective of the people who live 
there and making that democracy stronger.

WHAT BENEFITS DO USAID 
PROGRAM BENEFICIARIES GET 
THROUGH THE PROGRAM?
USAID supports women entrepreneurs 
across Georgia with access to fi nance, 
training, and networking opportunities 
such as this fair. Women are educated in 
enterprise management, and get mentor-
ing and coaching support based on indi-
vidual needs. Since 2015, USAID has sup-
ported more than 1 ,700 young 
entrepreneurs with business training and 
has fi nanced 90 startup businesses.

TELL US ABOUT THE WORK 
DONE BY USAID RECENTLY FOR 
THE ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 
OF WOMEN LIVING IN RURAL 
AREAS AND THE PROGRESS 
ACHIEVED IN THIS REGARD. 
USAID supports rural women entrepre-
neurs and equips them with business 
management, leadership skills, and fi nan-
cial literacy. More than 1,300 rural women 
across Georgia have already received 
training and become leaders in their com-
munities by successfully managing their 
businesses. In addition, women entrepre-
neurs participate in Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Workshops that focus on personal 
growth, developing self-confi dence, lead-
ership, effective communication, network-
ing, budgeting, fi nancial planning, and 
customer development. Workshop par-
ticipants establish strong contacts with 
each other, exchange valuable experience 
and knowledge, share lessons learned, 
and plan future activities. 

USAID supports women’s participation 
in a wide variety of professions, includ-
ing women owned startups, and expands 
operation of women owned businesses. 
This includes tourism, handicraft produc-
tion, and agriculture.

USAID has also partnered with UN 
Women to eliminate job-related stereo-
types and increase women’s participation 
in highly paid jobs such as technology or 
construction. For example, we just 
launched a partnership with Business 
Technology University to establish eight 
coding schools for young women outside 
major cities. More than 1,500 young women 
will be trained and get jobs in the highly 
demanded ICT fi eld.  

WHAT ARE THE NEAR-
FUTURE PLANS OF THE 
PROGRAM AIMED AT 
SUPPORTING YOUTH AND 

WOMEN ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
IN GEORGIA?
By 2024, USAID will provide more than 
2,600 women with access to fi nance, 
training, and marketing opportunities. 
USAID will fi nance more than 40 woman-
owned startup businesses and support 
them with mentorship and coaching. In 
addition, USAID plans to hold more 
women entrepreneurship fairs in the 
future, so stay tuned!

USAID supports women through other 
activities as well. Our “Girls for Change” 
inspires and educates future female leaders 
and encourages the business community 
to proactively engage in women/youth 
empowerment activities. In addition, as 
part of its work to empower women to 
engage in local policymaking, USAID issues 
grants to local organizations to strengthen 
women’s advocacy skills and inform them 
about critical economic reforms.

The USAID Holiday Fair – Supporting 
Youth and Women Entrepreneurs
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A
lthough widely spread in 
mountainous regions of 
Georgia, livestock produc-
tion is currently generating 
one of the lowest incomes 

from all livelihood activities conducted 
in rural areas, and thus it does not con-
tribute much to the socio-economic 
development of those areas. To address 
this problem, since 2022, Caritas Czech 
Republic works on a project that aims 
to increase the income of the farmers 
living in the Tusheti and Pshav-Khevs-
ureti area, and Khulo municipality by 
changing their practices, related to live-
stock breeding and feeding, animal health, 
and pasture management, towards more 
sustainable and productive ones.

In the framework of the project, the 
organization works on improving local 
farmers’ access to the market through 
business development, increasing sani-
tary and bioSecurity standards, and 
strengthening linkages to buyers and 
fi nances. 

To learn more about the terms of sus-
tainable agriculture development in 
Georgia, and what kind of challenges 
and opportunities the country is facing, 
GEORGIA TODAY sat down with Car-
itas Czech Republic’s Project Expert 
Anzor Gogotidze.

He explains that while sustainable 
agriculture encompasses many things, 
the project itself focuses on cattle farm-
ing, in this case, sustainable cattle farm-
ing, and includes using not only grazing 
land but also a number of other issues 
related to veterinary services, animal 
wellbeing, nutrition, etc.

"In Georgia, we do not have grazing 
land- such a term is not recognized by 
Georgian legislation. After the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, and the destruction 
of the structures, the population, espe-
cially in mountainous regions, regulated 
this issue with historical memory, mean-
ing certain pastures belonged to the vil-
lage,” Gogotidze tells us.

In the 1950s, when the Soviet farms 
were formed, Tusheti was turned into a 
single large pasture, and this direction 
was determined by sheep breeding, as 
well as, to some extent, cattle farming. 
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
when the state farms were disbanded, 
the population itself, on the basis of 
memory, set the borders between certain 
villages.

"A similar process developed in other 
regions of Georgia- meadows near the 
village are called village pastures, and 
the local population uses it as pasture, 
although it is not legally allocated to the 

village,” the expert explains. 
“Now a big project is underway in 

Georgia with the help of FAO, and a pas-
ture management policy document is 
being drafted, based on which the rel-
evant law should be refi ned, and to some 
extent, this rural pasture as a form of 
social benefi t can already be legalized, 
although there are many problems on 
the agenda, for example, the matter of 
management, how the village pasture 
should be managed. As noted in existing 
legislation, the pasture can be leased, if 
it is state or municipal property, in the 
form of an auction, in which not only 
the village residents can participate, but 
also any interested legal or physical per-
son, and it can happen that the pasture 
no longer belongs to a village. and it 
might be owned by a legal or physical 
person who has not had any contact with 
that village until then, but has a certain 
agricultural/economic interest in this 
pasture,” he says.

To solve this problem, adopting the 
French experience seems to be the best 
fi t, where associations of grazer users 
are formed and these associations become 
lessees of this pasture. The founders of 
this association are local pasture users, 
and they themselves make decisions 
based on the pasture management plan. 

WHAT IS THE CONDITION 
OF THE EXISTING VILLAGE 
PASTURES? SHOULD THERE 
BE A STATE PROGRAM TO 
IMPROVE THE SITUATION?
All villages have these pastures, although 
this is also a subject of confl ict between 
the state and the local population. For 
example, where the National Property 
Management Agency manages most of 
the pastures today, 3% of the pastures 
have been transferred to the munici-
palities. They can lease these pastures, 
but they are not for sale, and there are 
very few privately owned pastures in 
Georgia. However, we do not even know 
the price of the land. At this stage, vari-
ous state programs are working to deter-
mine what the area of agricultural plots 
is, including the area of individual plots, 
so as to be able to register the existing 
plots and determine what the region has 
in the form of such great wealth as land.

WHAT KIND OF DANGER CAN 
DEGRADED PASTURES CAUSE? IS 
IT POSSIBLE THAT THE RESULTS 
OF IT ARE NATURAL DISASTERS 
ALONG WITH ECONOMIC LOSS?
Pastures in the country are managed, 
neither properly, nor in general. Herds-
men manage the grazing system based 
on old knowledge, which does not rely 
on scientifi c information. There are often 
cases that the population refuses to 
accept new knowledge- they think the 
understanding they have inherited from 
their ancestors is the only solid and right 
one.

The pastures that we have are degraded, 
and productivity is low. This is more 
obvious in the mountainous regions, 
where landslides and erosion develop 
naturally, not only as a result of grazing 
but through wind and water erosion. 
Our agriculture today is mainly exten-

sive, meaning in order to increase the 
number of products produced, we do 
not increase the productivity of the ani-
mals, but increase their fertility, and we 
think that this is the only way to get more 
products and income. Ultimately, this 
leads to the development of negatives, 
like land degradation, and so on, which 
are related to the country's food security. 
It is an important issue when the global 
population now stands at 8 billion.

WHY IS HAVING A PROPER 
PASTURE IMPORTANT?
A productive pasture means that we have 
highly productive livestock, we produce 
more products with fewer labor costs, 
the farmer gets more income, the qual-
ity of life increases, one no longer runs 
away from the country and there is no 
shortage of milk and milk products in 
the country. Especially in recent years, 
the prices of milk and milk products 
have increased signifi cantly.

Gogotidze emphasizes the importance 
of implementing rotational grazing prac-
tices. He recalls his experience while 
working in Tusheti, where several pilot 
plots were organized so as to see how 
the rotation grazing of the plot would 
work. For this purpose, they used elec-
tric fences and as he remarked, the plot 
was very successful. As a result, the local 
population realized its importance and 
started introducing electric fences in 
other villages of Tusheti, particularly on 
the winter pastures. Electric fences are 
now widely used in Georgia and are no 
longer an innovation, but a developed 
practice.

"Within the Caritas Czech Republic 
project, the principle of rotating grazing 
using electric fences will be implemented 
in three mountainous regions of Georgia: 
Tusheti, Pshav-Khevsureti, and Khulo 
municipality," Gogotidze tells us.

“As a result of the project, the number 
of beef-producing farms following sus-
tainable and more productive cattle 
farming practices will increase, the 
selected farmers will get better access 
to the market, and their income will 
increase accordingly. Moreover, Geor-
gian farmers will have an opportunity 
to get acquainted with the Czech know-
how of precision agriculture through 
B2B matching events for Czech and 
Georgian agro-companies,” he adds.

The organization has been working in 
the direction of rural development for 
years and this project is another step 
forward.

Their work is far from over, and Geor-
gian farmers have nothing but benefi ts 
to reap.

This material was prepared in the scope of 
the project fi nanced within the Offi cial Devel-
opment Assistance of the Czech Republic and 
implemented through the partnership between 
the Czech Development Agency and Caritas 
Czech Republic.

Sustainable Agriculture Development in Georgia: The 
Challenges and Opportunities the Country is Facing
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TRANSLATED BY MARIAM 
MTIVLISHVILI        

T
here are 12 tables, 12 pro-
jects and the same number 
of teams. Each team has 4 
or 5 members from the 
schools of Tbilisi, Akhalt-

sikhe, Kutaisi, Senaki, Batumi and Gori. 
All of them are high school students, 
and have prepared projects for the 2022 
Millennium Innovation Competition in 
the fi elds of space and aviation, robotics, 
mobile technologies and applications, 
environmental protection, health care, 
energy and transportation.

I start at the fi rst table, asking them to 
tell me briefl y about their project. Where 
did they get the idea, how long did they 
work, what diffi culties did they face? They 
tell me that their team is called "Firelink"; 
that they have been working for almost 
a year; that a network of low-budget sta-
tions based on microtechnology and sen-
sors was created for early monitoring of 
forest fi res. They tell me enthusiastically, 
diligently, clarify the details - every nuance 
is important. Most likely, it was like that 
in the process of work.

Then there is "LIGGA" - another team 
- with the project "Radiation research, 
monitoring and safety system." The pro-
ject created by the team makes it pos-
sible to control the level of radiation in 
buildings and determine the area of 
radiation spread. If you won? - I ask. 
"Everything will change, we will go to 
NASA!" "NASA will change everything."

There are fi ve of them: Gega, Irakli, 
Lizi, Alexander and Giorgi.

And they will go to NASA. But they 
don't know it yet.

They answer me exhaustively about 
the project, then everyone else who 
comes to the project observes and ques-
tions whether it will work in real life. 
They answer that the Minister of Educa-
tion and Science, who reviewed the works 
of the teams together with the American 
Ambassador, says that the development 
of technology and natural science edu-
cation is one of the priorities of the Min-
istry.

The Millennium Innovation Competi-
tion was held for the eighth time this 
year, with the fi nancial support of the 
US Embassy. US Ambassador Kelly Deg-
nan met the projects of all 12 fi nalist 
teams and said that the Embassy is par-
ticularly proud of this competition.

About an hour later, "LIGGA" is named 
as the winner. The team will go to the 
USA - to the NASA Space Center Uni-
versity summer school.

"Firelink" will take second place and 
will participate in the US’ Stanford Uni-
versity  iD Tech camp, with funding from 
the Georgian Innovation and Technol-
ogy Agency.

Liberty Bank will send Mad Scientist, 
the third-placed team, on a study visit 
to Switzerland, to the European Center 
for Nuclear Research - CERN. Their 
project - "Universal Friendly Home" - 
provides an opportunity to remotely 
control any equipment in the house with 

voice commands and voice messages.
Before they go to CERN, they tell us what they 

have learned about this nuclear research organi-
zation. They say the center is partly on the terri-
tory of Switzerland and partly on the territory of 
France - the world's largest laboratory in the 
physics of elementary particles.

Liberty became an offi cial partner of the Mil-
lennium Innovation Competition this year. One 
of the main priorities of the bank's new strategy 
is to support education. The competition partner-
ship includes promoting the education of talented, 
innovative young people, including those living 
in the regions. Liberty believes that educated 
youth can change our reality for the better. Accord-
ingly, the bank actively supports projects that 
motivate future generations to move forward.

Promoting education is a key point of the inter-
section between Liberty and the Millennium 
Foundation. The Millennium Innovation Compe-
tition aims to encourage innovation and the cre-
ation of new technologies among high school 
students and increase interest in the science and 
engineering (STEM) fi elds. More than 2,500 stu-
dents have already participated in the competi-
tion.

They work on innovative projects and then talk 
about these innovations and technologies with 
such love that you really, really want to give each 
of them the opportunity to win, to see, to under-
stand, to be able to reach all the heights.

Because they believe in the power of knowledge. 
They strive for the freedom that knowledge brings. 
They believe that NASA will change their whole 
life.

Education for Freedom
Something that Will Change Your Whole Life

Mad scientistsFirelinkLIGGA
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BLOG BY TONY HANMER

T
here have been several arcs 
in my Georgian life of such 
signifi cant duration and 
import that they have 
changed who I am as a per-

son. One was moving to Svaneti in late 
2007, after about eight years of an aver-
age three visits a year there from Tbilisi. 
This one is closed now, or at least clos-
ing. Another arc was my marriage to Lali 
Skhirtladze in the spring of 2009; this, 
thankfully, is ongoing. It overlaps the 
“moved to Svaneti” arc too, as she joined 
me there in 2011.

Another arc is now closed, as of mid-
day on December 6, as I write this. My 
blood brother and dear friend Nodar 
Aprasidze, pediatric surgeon, citizen of 
the Svan village we settled in and thus 
the reason for that move, has passed 
away from a stroke, aged 65 and a few 
weeks.

I met Nodar while running a medical 
program for Chechen refugee children 
in Pankisi, Georgia, in 2000. World Con-
cern, an NGO in Tbilisi, had received a 
$100k anonymous donation stipulated 

for them. Its leader, knowing me and my 
interest in the Chechens’ plight as their 
war for independence from Russia had 
restarted in 1999, asked me to head up 
the program. Visiting the Iashvili Chil-
dren’s Hospital to do with this, I met 
Nodar, quickly found out that he was a 
Svan (my other main people group of 
interest in the Caucasus), and the rest 
was history.

So many children have passed through 
his hands and under his scalpel, their 
lives saved or healed, that I don’t know 
where to begin. He is a legend.

Nodar is the fi rst person with whom I 
had a friendship which has moved from 
one language (Russian) entirely to another 
(Georgian). He was well travelled in 
Georgia, and introduced me to many 
places and people from one end of it to 
the other. We saw Shatili together, as 
well as Batumi, and all parts of Svaneti 
Upper and Lower, especially Lentekhi, 
Ushguli, Mestia, Becho, Dizi and of course 
Etseri, his home.

He also saw me go through culture shock 
in Georgia, as every stop was occasion 
for a supra (the feast) with its hours of 
groaning food-laden table and toasting 
ritual with wine or, if you were unlucky, 
araki- moonshine. In time, he appointed 

me toastmaster, indicating that I had 
passed his course in the subject.

When introducing me to friends, Nodar 
would recite an anecdote from our friend-
ship, and these moments of note grew 
in number with time. His wicked humor 
allowed him to laugh while telling me, 
after an early and innocent slip-up of 
mine, that in Georgian one cannot politely 
say “Your mother”, only “Mother your”. 
He also put up with my attempts to stop 
the automatic throwing of trash out the 
car’s window, and allowed himself to 
end this bad habit.

We frequented the Tbilisi Old City bath 
houses together in winter, a luxury spa 
treatment of several hours for a song, I 
having shed my western inhibitions about 
prolonged nudity some years before in St 
Petersburg. Once we hopped barefoot and 
be-toga-ed across the road from the sauna 
at Lisi Lake and, it being 8 am and empty, 
proceeded to skinny-dip in the lake.

When I was mugged and robbed of 
several hundred dollars of medical aid 
money in a stairwell in 2001, in an apart-
ment block in Krtsanisi, I phoned Nodar 
upon coming to, and he came and col-
lected me. He then stitched me up in his 
hospital, and took me to his own apart-
ment to recover, before my Chechen 
friends claimed me for a week. 

Now he lies there as friends and rela-
tives come and go for his wake, to pay 
respects. Nodar introduced me to death 
in Georgia, and it has now claimed him.

Nodar met my parents and sister when 
they came for my wedding, was one of 
my two best men at that event, and had 
become my blood brother some years 
before then, my doing, to cement our 
friendship. I took it upon myself to phone 
him from every birthday or wedding 
party of his friends or relatives in Svaneti 
if he was absent, to connect his people 
with him. A few seconds’ bedside video 
from two days ago shows him conscious 

and awake, waving a hand in greeting. 
Now he is unreachable, and I am deso-
late, though we shared faith in the same 
God; so this will have to do as hope.

Nodar is survived by his wife Madona, 
his children Tatia and Lasha, a brother 
and sister, Seriozha and Tina, and her 
three children. And mourned by so many 
people that his funeral (location as yet 
undecided, Tbilisi or Svaneti) may be 
the biggest of the many I have attended 
in Georgia. A toast to you, dear big brother 

and friend and teacher.

Tony Hanmer has lived in Georgia since 
1999, in Svaneti since 2007, and been a 
weekly writer and photographer for GT since 
early 2011. He runs the “Svaneti Renais-
sance” Facebook group, now with nearly 
2000 members, at www.facebook.com/
groups/SvanetiRenaissance/
He and his wife also run their own guest house 
in Etseri:
www.facebook.com/hanmer.house.svaneti

Era’s End

T
he Ministry of Italian Enter-
prises and Products issued 
a commemorative postage 
stamp dedicated to the 30th 
anniversary of diplomatic 

relations between Italy and Georgia.
A postage stamp printed by the Italian 

State Mint and Polygraphic Institute 
(circulation: 350,010 pieces, value at “B” 

Postage Stamp to Celebrate 
Friendship between Italy and Georgia

rate: 2.40 euros) shows the Cathedral of 
Bichvinta painted by the Italian monk, 
Cristoforo Castelli. The painting is kept 
in the Municipal Library of Palermo 
Leonardo Sciascia.

It is no coincidence that the choice 
stopped on one of the paintings of Cristo-
foro Castelli, which he created during his 
almost twenty-fi ve years of living in Geor-

gia in the 17th century – this choice indi-
cates both the intensity and depth of the 
historical ties between the two countries, 
as well as the contribution of Italians to 
the European cultural family in Georgia 
in getting to know each other better.

“The thirtieth anniversary of the res-
toration of diplomatic relations between 
Italy and Georgia is celebrated against 

the background of excellent relations in 
the political, economic, social and cul-
tural spheres and is a good opportunity 
to look back not only at the path we have 
traveled together over the last three 
decades, but also at the centuries-old 
tradition of friendship and mutual coop-
eration between the two countries,” 
stated the Embassy of Italy in Georgia.

At the end of December, the Post Offi ce 
of Georgia will issue a postage stamp 
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between Italy and 
Georgia, on which the same painting by 
Cristoforo Castelli will be depicted. The 
presentation of both postage stamps 
released simultaneously will take place 
on December 27, 2022 in Tbilisi.

Photo source: Embassy of Italy in Georgia
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SPORTS

BY NUGZAR B. RUHADZE
 

G
eorgian kickboxer Giorgi 
Malania is only 18, and he 
has already managed to get 
a 14-0 record under his belt, 
which means that in the 

last two to three years he has won 14 
offi cial bouts, lost none, and accepted 
no ties. The young man looks like a 
regular kid, just 174 centimeters in height 
and 65 kilos in weight, with no oversized 
muscles or swollen blood vessels. At fi rst 
sight, one might even wonder where he 
gets his strength from. And that’s exactly 
the trick: at his extraordinarily young 
age, he has achieved a level of mastery 
which amazes both fans and experts 
alike, including his international-level 
promoters, sponsors and managers 
Soslanbek Izrailov and Marcel Wright, 
which operate in various countries. Going 

largely international is the goal now, 
when being Georgia’s champion is no 
longer commensurable enough a title.  

Incidentally, we should not confuse 
kickboxing with MMA. Kickboxing is a 
striking martial art of kicks and punches, 
whereas MMA (Mixed Martial Arts) is 
a combination of various martial arts, 
including kicking, striking, wrestling and 
grappling. Giorgi Malania is into purely 
professional kickboxing in the 65kg 
weight category. 

Giorgi’s parents are originally from 
Abkhazia, and his paternal grandparents 
are still living in the famous Gali region. 
The boy says he has been infatuated with 
kickboxing since the age of six, when he 
used to watch movies on martial arts 
nonstop, and utilized the walls of his 
house as a target to kick, but the main 
prerequisite that turned him into a fi ghter 
is his fi rst coach, G. Pilashvili’s attitude 
towards little Giorgi, seeing him treating 
the boy with unmitigated fatherly care 
and affection, and patiently and method-
ically instilling in him a love for sport in 
general and for kickboxing in particular. 
As Giorgi was growing up, his talent and 
skills became more and more noticeable, 
then new coaches came, Mamuka Shonia 
and Bachuki Partsvania, taking up the 
future star’s sporting fate in their strong 
and skillful hands, training him up, and 
watching the process of his morphing 
into a genuinely valiant and strong-willed 
fi ghter. 

Giorgi Malania’s gentlemanly charac-

ter, mild temper, humble disposition and 
respectful attitude towards the people 
in his sporting milieu help me imagine 
the family situation in which he grew up 
together with his elder brother of 25 and 
younger sister of 12. The three of them 
have always lived in a familial environ-
ment of mutual worship and adoration, 
emulating their wonderful parents. And 
this is very important to emphasize in 
terms of creating the picture of Giorgi’s 
future career in the sport of swift, sturdy 
and undaunted personalities. 

On a strict diet and being an absolute 
teetotaler, Alania spends most of his time 
at his beloved gym in Gldani, Tbilisi. He 
is certainly into intensive training, and 
only his perseverance keeps him up and 
going at all times. Giorgi is a dedicated 
churchgoer and a great art lover, which 
contributes a lot to his image as a good 
athlete. His international career is in the 
making, his having fought only in coun-
tries like Russia, Turkey, Estonia and 
Armenia, but all is in store for him. He 
is in expectation of some fi ghts in the 
near future, seeing him faithfully and 
passionately getting ready for upcoming 
international competitions. 

All the forecasts around are in Giorgi 
Malania’s absolute favor. The predictions 
come from his foreign managers, his 
local coaches, and Georgian kickboxers 
like the famous Davit Kiria, all of them 
being very credible, based on their titles 
and experience. Incidentally, in 2021, 
Kiria organized the Maxfi ght Grand Prix 

Contest, in which Giorgi scored two 
fi ghts: He won the fi rst one by points 
and the second by a dexterous knockout. 

Giorgi says what matters fi rst and 
utmost in achieving victory is tireless 
hard work. Yes, indeed, it is the lucky 
mixture of talent and labor that makes 
things possible in big sports, but it is also 
true that nothing considerable will hap-
pen without the relevant fi nancial sup-
port. Take, for example, the judo culture 
in Georgia, which has developed in this 
country on the level of world class. The 
same might happen with kickboxing 
here. As Giorgi noted during our lengthy 
and meaningful conversation, there are 

many kids, sweating in his and other 
gyms in town, who look and sound very 
promising, and not only ethnic Geor-
gians. Nowadays, there are people of 
various nationalities swarming into this 
city of warmth, peace and understand-
ing, where former irreconcilable enemies 
make friendships and live together. There 
might be future masterful kickboxers 
among them, too, Giorgi’s future friends 
and rivals in upcoming local bouts or 
great international competitions. This 
is exactly the idea our incipient glitter-
ing kickboxing star Giorgi Malania is 
building his athletic career on. Good 
luck to this golden kid!

Georgia’s Rising Kickboxing Star

O
n December 16, 17, 18, 23, 
24, 25 – Giacomo Puccini’s 
opera “La Bohème” will 
move from the Latin quar-
ter of Paris to the stage of 

the Tbilisi Opera and Ballet Theater with 
the performance of a new generation of 
singers.

The most important project focused 
on the new generation – “YOUNG ART-
IST INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME”, 
which is implemented for the purpose 
of training, education and professional 
development of young singers, contin-
ues. It is within the framework of this 
program that the Monte Carlo Opera 

Theater’s production – Giacomo Puc-
cini’s opera “La Boheme” will be per-
formed in the Tbilisi Opera House.

As a result of the audition, about 20 
young Georgian and foreign singers were 
selected, who took master classes in 
vocal and stage art with Badri Maisuradze, 
the artistic director of the Tbilisi Opera 
Theater.

Young theater conductors Kakhi Solom-
nishvili and Levan Jagaevi are working 
on the play. Conductor of the premiere 
performance – Fabrizio Maria Carminati, 
artistic director of “TEATRO MASSIMO” 
named after Vincenzo Bellini in Catania; 
Carminati’s assistant, the Italian maestro 
Sirio Scacchetti, has been working inten-
sively with the creative group.

“La Boheme” is directed by Jean-Louis 
Grinda, head of the Orange Festival and 
Monte Carlo Theater.

The libretto of “La Boheme” is based 
on the novel “Scenes from the Life of 
Boheme” by the French writer Henri 
Meurget. This work depicts the lives of 
talented but poor young artists – poets, 
painters, musicians, who live in the 
Latin Quarter of Paris. L. Ilika and J. 
Jakoza wrote the libretto. based on this 
work. Puccini was so passionate about 
the work process that he created the 

opera in 8 months.
The premiere of “La Boheme” took 

place in Turin on February 1, 1896, con-
ducted by 28-year-old Arturo Toscanini. 
The audience met the performance quite 
coldly, which made the composer cry. 
However, “La Boheme” had great suc-
cess in Palermo that year, seeing the 
audience enthralled by both the music 
and the story. Just two years after the 
world premiere, Puccini’s “Boheme” was 
staged at the Tbilisi Opera House, on 
November 25, 1898, and immediately 
took its place in the repertoire.

“It is no coincidence that “La Boheme” 
is considered by critics to be one of 
the most popular operas. If you are 
ready to understand what real boheme 
is and to grasp the life of artists, then 
we recommend you see this beautiful 
opera at least once, feel the feelings of 
the characters, walk through the nar-
row streets of the Latin quarter of Paris 
and visit the famous cafe “Momus”. 
We are waiting for you on December 
16, 17, 18, 23, 24, 25 at the Tbilisi Opera 
and Ballet Theater!” the administration 
announced.

Premiere of Giacomo 
Puccini’s “La Bohème” 
in Tbilisi Opera Theater
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