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Annotation

The dissertation - "The Impact of Mininationalism in the Separatist Regions
Occupied by Russia on the Domestic and Foreign Policy of Georgia" - addresses
one of the most important problems of modernity - mininationalism and its
essence, as well as its role in the domestic and foreign policy of Georgia, the role
of Russia in the formation of separatist nationalism in Abkhazia and so-called
"South Ossetia". The research also includes the analysis of theoretical approaches
to the Russian-Georgian conflict, the scientific elaboration of the issue, and the

development of relevant recommendations.

The subject of research is mininationalism existing in the Russia-occupied
separatist regions of Georgia (Abkhazia and so-called "South Ossetia") and its

impact on the domestic and foreign policy of Georgia.

The introduction is standard in nature, it sets out the urgency of the paper,
the purpose and task of the research, as well as its practical significance,

theoretical-methodological foundations, and scientific novelty.

The first chapter of the paper - "Theoretical-methodological foundations of
mininationalism and the historical background of its influence in Georgia" -

covers three issues:

1. Mininationalism and its essence;
2. Detection of mininationalism in Georgia and its typology;
3. The Russian factor in the manifestation of mininationalism in Abkhazia and

the Tskhinvali region / South Ossetia (historical retrospective).

The first chapter discusses nationalism in general and one of its types -

mininationalism, what it means, and how it originated in Georgia. Also, who
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contributed to its formation and what role it still plays in the political life of the

country.

In the modern world, nationalism remains a topical phenomenon, it is
interesting because of its dualistic nature, it is neither a positive nor a negative

event to the end.

The paper will focus on mininationalism as nationalism of an ethnic
minority that manifests itself in an aggressive form and, consequently, we discuss
it as separatist nationalism as a force driven against the idea of the unity of the

country.

It is not strange that the chaotic situation in Georgia in the 90s of the XX
century was followed by the formation of two separatist regimes on the territory
of the country - in the form of Abkhazia and the so-called "South Ossetia". The
legal successor of the Soviet Union, the Russian Federation, which did not want to
lose its spheres of influence in the former allied republics, took an active part in
these processes. It somehow encouraged the separatist movements to leave a

foothold in Georgia.

The second chapter - "Political Consequences of the Russia-Georgia War of
August 2008 and the Dynamics of Mininationalism" - presents the chronology of
the August war, the events that preceded it, and the escalation of the conflict and
its consequences. The nature of the conflict and its attributes are analyzed, who
were the parties, what was the object of the conflict, and where it took place. Not
only geographical but also social and psychological aspects of the progress of the

conflict are analyzed.

Since we are talking about a confrontation between the big (Russia) and

small (Georgia) states, it is important to discuss it in the context of the superiority
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of force. This chapter discusses the Russia-Georgia war according to Robert Art's
theory, which explains when and for what purpose states resort to the use of

force.

The nature of the August war and the views of the parties involved in it are
analyzed. What the arguments of the parties are in terms of involvement in the
conflict and how different or similar are they to each other. It also discusses how

post-war mininationalism was transformed and manifested.

The third chapter - "The Impact of Mininationalism on the Current Political
Processes in Georgia" - analyzes the dynamics of Georgia-EU and Georgia-NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organization) relations, what path we have gone through
to get closer to these organizations, and what the importance of EU and NATO
membership is for Georgia. European Neighborhood Policy and Eastern
Partnership initiatives are discussed. Also, the contradictions that the country

faces on the way to European and Euro-Atlantic structures are analyzed.

Since the main topic of the research is mininationalism, it is also discussed
in this chapter as one of the main obstacles to the development of the country -
from the point of view of foreign policy. Separatist nationalism is presented as a
problem that defines the basic and main directions of foreign policy. It touches
also on other impediments that represent the major challenges on the European
and Euro-Atlantic path, including Russia, an immature democracy, an
underdeveloped position of the population (concerning NATO and the European
Union), and disagreements between member states of international organizations
concerning the countries wishing to join it, and so on. The same chapter discusses

the impact of mininationalism on the domestic policy of Georgia.
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The dissertation consists of an introduction, three chapters, 11 sub-chapters,
a conclusion, a list of references, and appendices. The introduction outlines the
relevance of the research topic of the dissertation, the condition of processing of
the topic, methodology and theoretical framework, hypothesis, research
questions, goals and objectives of the topic, subject of the research, methods used
in the topic development, as well as theoretical and practical significance of the
paper. The conclusion provides general results and recommendations of the

research.
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