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G-5 Section, Special Operations Forces,
Defence Forces of Georgia

ABSTRACT
While working on the paper, the more material I learned about the topic, the clearer its
scale and relevance became, as the South Caucasus today is packed full of challenges of differ-
ent levels and specifics such as foreign and domestic policy, economy, security and territorial
integrity. All of the above is exacerbated by Russia’s hostilities on the territory of Ukraine. No
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one knows when or how the war will come to the end, but it is clear that the whole world,
including the South Caucasus, can no longer be like it was before the war. Given the specifics,
geopolitical history and current circumstances of the region, what can the region be like for
tomorrow?

Looking for the relevant and adequate answers, I decided to study the historical facts of
the last three centuries regarding security and challenges in the South Caucasus in a global con-
text, allowing me to find similarities between the events of the past and the present, to analyze
the causes of the problems and the ways to eliminate or solve them.

Given the facts, the South Caucasus has always been a field of interest for global players
in the region, but Tsarist Russia, Soviet Russia, and today the Russian Federation is a black spot
in the region, camouflaged with its good neighborly relations and common faith. That is why
the peace and prosperity proposed by Russia will always be associated with blood and shackles.

Keywords: Tsarist Russia, Soviet Union, Post-Soviet Period, Relations between NATO and
South Caucasus, Future perspectives.
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IDENTIFY THE GEOPOLITICAL, GEOSTRATEGIC AND GEOECO-
NOMIC INTERESTS IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS

MASTER SERGEANT AKAKI OZGEBISHVILI
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The present paper is a review of threats and challenges in the South Caucasus region and
Georgia as an important part of the region. The paper aims to analyze internal threats and chal-
lenges arising from geo-political factors in the region at the end of the 20-th century as well
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as to demonstrate the dynamics of the developments given various external and internal agents
and circumstances.

The main purpose of the paper is to identify geopolitical, geostrategic and geoeconomic
interests throughout the countries of the South Caucasus. The paper will also discuss the politi-
cal, economic and military relations between regional countries (Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia)
and other states interested in the region (USA, Russia, Turkey, Iran) as well as the interests of
international organizations (NATO, EU).

The collapse of the Soviet Union led to the establishment of independent and sovereign
states in the South Caucasus. This fact has affected the political, strategic and economic vari-
ables in the global geostrategic space and has led to a conflict of interests between the global
powerful players, resulting in the emergence of various military conflict zones in the region.
Basically, the Russian Federation and the US can be considered as the main opposing parties in
the region having a conflict of interests.

It is interesting to analyze the political relations between the countries in the South Cau-
casus regarding regional security in order to resolve the current military conflicts in the South
Caucasus. The current situation and stability of the region is still relevant for the international
community as well as the regional states as there is a large number of processes and regional
domestic and external factors that prevent conflicts from being settled / resolved. The present
paper attempts to show and analyze the current situation to the full extent.

Key words: Soviet Union, South Caucasus region, threats and challenges.
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MODERN REGIONAL THREATS FACING GEORGIA AND THEIR
CAUSES

SENIOR SERGEANT ARCHIL KHANJALIASHVILI
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The paper discusses the modern threats along with their underlying causes in the region.
Specifically, these are the wars of Abkhazia and Samachablo between Russia and Georgia as
well as the Karabakh wars between Armenia and Azerbaijan and ongoing or frozen conflicts
that still pose a great threat to the preservation of unity and sovereignty of the country. We are
talking about the past and present reciprocal influences between the countries that directly af-
fect the states and threaten the integration of both Georgia and other Transcaucasian countries
with the West.

At the same time, it should be noted that the national interests and foreign policies of all
countries in the Caucasus region are different from one another, thus giving rise to the conflicts.
Developing a valid and effective foreign policy is a matter of great importance to resolve these
issues that is a guarantee to protect state sovereignty.

Key words: armed conflicts, region, threats, sovereignty, interests
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OVERVIEW OF THREATS AND CHALLENGES IN THE SOUTH
CAUCASUS REGION AND GEORGIA AS PART OF THE REGION

MASTER SERGEANT GIVI BOKOLISHVILI
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ABSTRACT

The present paper is a review of threats and challenges in the South Caucasus region and
Georgia as part of the region. The paper aims to analyze regional domestic threats and chal-
lenges arising from geo-political factors as well as to show their dynamics given various agents
and circumstances. The main purpose here is to identify regional and non-regional geostrategic
and geoeconomic interests throughout the countries of the South Caucasus. The paper will also
discuss the political, economic and military relations between regional (Georgia, Azerbaijan,
Armenia) and non-regional (USA, Russia, Turkey, Iran) countries and international organiza-
tions (NATO, EU). The collapse of the USSR and the establishment of sovereign states in the
post-Soviet space, thus adjusting the world political map and global geostrategic variables, once
again made the South Caucasus one of the hot zones in the world and the object of intersection
of geopolitical interests between powerful players. Basically, we can distinguish the clash of po-
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litical interests between Russia and the developed West. It is interesting to analyze the policies
and relations between the countries in the South Caucasus in order to resolve the conflicts and
regional security issues in the South Caucasus. The current situation and stability is still rele-
vant in the region as there is a number of inhibitory processes that prevent conflicts from being
resolved, thus classified as frozen conflicts. The present paper attempts to show and analyze the
current situation to the full extent.

Keywords: Georgia, South Caucasus, Security, Stability, Relations, Conflicts, Threats,
Challenges.
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INFORMATION WARFARE OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN
GEORGIA

SENIOR SERGEANT GIORGI MELIKIDZE
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the South Caucasus region and its member states found
themselves under the interest of Western countries that is not a favourable thing for Russia, because
Russia’s interest will always be focused on restoring the Soviet Union that is either overtly or covertly
voiced by the Russian political elites. The Kremlin that is a worthy successor to the hybrid warfare
after the military intervention is attempting to divide the population who will become vulnerable to
various types of fake news. Managing and manipulating public opinion is the best way to achieve the
goal that will lead Russia to strengthen its own influence over the target countries. One of the best
techniques of information warfare is, if necessary, to manipulate the minds of a vulnerable group of
community or even to create managed chaos in the target country. My aim here is to demonstrate the
methods of information warfare by which the occupier country is trying to gain influence in Georgia
as well as to show the techniques that can make the public vulnerable to the Russian narrative against
their will. Discovering and fighting against these methods in a timely manner is of vital importance
for the welfare of the country and the better days ahead. Along with the spread of technology, it be-
comes impossible to filter great deal of information that is disseminated through the Internet or other
sources. The media, cyber attacks, internet, social networks, agitators, and so on are the means the
aggressor uses to the best of its abilities to spread misinformation and to make information warfare.

Keywords: Russia, Georgia, influence, soft power
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HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTH
CAUCASUS

MASTER SERGEANT GIORGI TARIELASHVILI
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The South Caucasus is an ancient region that connected Central Asia, Europe, the Mid-
dle East and Russia to one another. Due to its geographic location, the region has always been
in the limelight of big nations. Neighboring states, in turn, have been trying to pursue their
own geopolitical, geoeconomic and geostrategic interests in the region. The situation changed
frequently but the geostrategic interests increased little by little. Small countries in the South
Caucasus region were limited regarding politics, military, economics, and finance that led other
nations to help them. However, the neighboring states had different political orientations that
hampered the development of the region. It is also worthy to mention the territorial disputes in
the region between interested countries such as Russia, the United States and Turkey, attempt-
ing to pursue their interests in the region, strengthening their impact and, consequently, they
really had a great influence.

Keywords: Conflict, Policy, Challenges, Transit Function.
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AsLGHIO bgEBEO FomMao bdodssdz0¢o
200630 56(mbgrrodol Lobgarmdol bg®ssbEms 53509gd0s

LB ®gBo
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5OLYdIMo  LogMmbggdo s ol 3gOL3gdBH03900, g OLYdMOL 00 JmE)IMEMdOL
39035¢0Lfobgdom, 53 ©®IL 99300 Mgaombols  Lobgerdfoxzmgdl. Lszombols  slidsl
3965306390 5809635335800l 93946900l ©sTM30EIOMEIGOOL  AoIbYZs  TYHMdY
»96539000dMbH69“ LobgedFoRMgdMB, HMIEGO03 obLOZMPMYIMWO 530EGdMBOL
MOMNO0JOHMMOSL ,50099 9096 Mga0Mmbol 399690L. M9LMLYGdOL LOIOMOM FodmMbYE
93994690096 MOP0gMNMIOL Lo30MbOL JMmbogzMHS© 25565e0DYGds s LogMmm sHBEMAY
doLgss BsFoMmMs 0ol olssBMmYPIW, GMI FJ0sMIMJOIYWO 30MHOL30MYdS bgdolidoghHo
939460l s 3500 FmMob, LodbGmgm 39335600L Lsdog9 J3994bols MBogOMbMgdOL TglirgliEgdals
399m0(393L. gl 3OHMEqLO 30, M930LM35®, MJa0Mmbol J39ybgdHBgy HMLgmOl BgIMsEO0L

30E03MM0 4530960l BOELL godmof393L.
153396dm LoEY3900: 5309M35335L05, MYLYOLIdO, TJOsM>WIOMEO EIS0MHOLIOMYDS.

THE SOUTH CAUCASUS REGION AS “ONE WHOLE”

MASTER SERGEANT GIORGI KHMIADASHVILI
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The present paper aims to demonstrate the historical aspects, geographical features, mod-
ern threats and current perspectives for the countries of the South Caucasus at the given mo-
ment. This issue is raised by the review of the relations of the Transcaucasian countries with the
neighboring “unfriendly” states that force the countries of the region to have special relations. It
is necessary to reasonably analyze the issue of relations with the countries rich in resources and
to come to the general opinion in order to understand that the armed confrontation will only
weaken the security of all three countries in the South Caucasus and help increase the political
influence of the Russian Federation in the region.

Key words: Transcaucasia, resources, armed confrontation.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF THE COUNTRIES IN THE SOUTH
CAUCASUS REGION - GEORGIA, AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA

SENIOR SERGEANT IRAKLI UCHADZE
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The paper discusses the historical relations between the countries of the South Caucasus
region: Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. It also discusses the issues like the influence of Russia
over Georgia and the Caucasus in the 18th century and their annexation. The article covers
the periods and past paths of the three regions of the South Caucasus: Georgia, Azerbaijan and
Armenia. The article covers the periods of declaration of independence and the steps taken by
the three regions of the South Caucasus - Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. The article also
discusses the Russian influence on the South Caucasus region as well as its attempts aiming to
create tensions in the region.

The paper also mentions the issue of bringing the South Caucasus to the international
spotlight after the collapse of the Soviet Union, as this region is the richest oil and gas produc-
ing area in the world. The article also demonstrates the intersection of the Russian, Georgian,
Armenian, Azerbaijani and Western interests about the South Caucasus.

Keywords: the South Caucasus, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, annexation, Russia, the So-
viet Union.
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THE SOUTH CAUCASUS REGION AND GEORGIA - THREATS AND
CHALLENGES

SENIOR SERGEANT KOBA OSHKHERELI

General Staff of Defence Forces

ABSTRACT

The Transcaucasia region is located at the crossroads of the great civilizations and is therefore
in their area of interest. These are Russia, Europe and the Islamic world. In addition to them, in the
context of globalization, the Transcaucasia region is also affected by other states of world importance,
which do not border it directly. The influences of these forces are clearly visible in the political, social
and economic life of the Transcaucasia states. In addition, the Transcaucasia region itself is densely pop-
ulated by many ethnic groups that differ in geopolitical aspirations as well as culturally and religiously.

All these circumstances create tensions, threatening the stable and peaceful development of the
region. Existing threats in the Transcaucasia region mainly grow from unresolved ethnic-territorial
conflicts, indirect and direct intervention of Russia into these conflicts, internal political instability of
these countries and underdevelopment of their economies. In the case of Georgia, all this is compound-
ed by the significant imbalance between the military capabilities of Georgia and its neighbors, as well
as its breakaway regions.

Key words: Transcaucasia region, threats, ethnic — territorial conflicts, military capabilities
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ABSTRACT

For centuries, the South Caucasus has attracted the attention of the world’s dominant
countries due to its geopolitical position. There were perpetual wars for the redistribution of
power. After the end of the Cold War, calmness was restored in the region, but after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, the South Caucasus returned to international attention again due to
its geopolitical importance.

Russia, the United States, Turkey, Iran, the European Union, China, etc, are trying to gain
influence in the South Caucasus region.

With the development of technology in the 21st century, the ways of gaining influence
have changed. If in previous centuries influence was achieved through the use of “hard power”,
in today’s reality the approach has changed and the initiating countries are using “soft power”,
although there are still precedents in the region for the use of “hard power”. This process is
quite difficult to be controlled by countries of this region, because small countries are regularly
victimized by the large countries, and in the fight for influence and power, they cannot provide
adequate resistance.

Also, one of the main challenges of the XXI century is the “hybrid war” and one of the
forms of “hybrid war” is “information warfare”. Information warfare” has a purposeful connec-
tion with gaining influence and is considered to be one of the best ways of achieving the goal.
It is difficult to take some predictional steps against it, as the structure of the “information war-
fare” develops with the development of technology.

The aim of my article is to represent the current “soft power” and “information warfare”
methods, which are used by the countries in the region for gaining influence, through which
vulnerable groups of society became the victims of disinformation, for some independent rea-
sons. Also, my aim is to show to the reader the pros and cons that accompany the “soft power”
policy pursued in the region, as well as the interests of countries seeking to gain influence in
the region.

Keywords: Soft power, Hybrid war, information war, South Caucasus region, Energy re-
sources, Strategic partner.
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RUSSIA’S MANIPULATION OF THE ETHNIC MINORITY REGION
IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS AIMING TO CARRY OUT IMPERIALIST
INTENTIONS

SENIOR SERGEANT MIRIAN IAKOBASHVILI
Special Operations Forces. Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

This article shows Russia’s desire to pursue imperialist intentions in the independent states of the
South Caucasus region. For which Russia uses separatism based on ethno-nationalism.

The article aims to describe the Russian Federation’s desire for control of the independent states
of the South Caucasus (Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan), using the pretext of protecting densely popu-
lated ethnic minorities (Abkhazians, Ossetia , Armenians). The article describes the ownership of dis-
puted lands in the South Caucasus region, in the context of historically and internationally recognized
borders.

The study showed that the actions taken by the Russian Federation in the South Caucasus region
are aimed not at resolving ethnic conflicts, but at satisfying their own imperialist intentions through
the escalation of these conflicts. The annexation of Abkhazia and Ossetia

to Russia will lead to the assimilation of the Abkhaz and Ossetian peoples into the Russian popu-
lation and their disappearance as small nations in the future.

Keywords: Georgia, Azerbaijan, Armenia, ethno conflict, imperialism, ethnicity, Abkhazia, Osse-
tia, Nagorno-Karabakh, separatism.
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LB ®gBo
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LAHOG0S FoBbsE  0bEbIZL  FoMTMIBobML  LodbMgm  35335L00L  Hgaombols  Hmero
LogOMITMOOLM, AWMISECMO 93bMT03ME FOHowdo, 390dmE LodsGMZzgwmb s sLg39
M9a0mbdo  sMLYdIMWOo  J39946900L  BMmEo  Mogolo  JIMPMIROMEo  FEJOSMIMDOI
209m30bs6Y.

153396dm LoEyzgdo: LodbMmgo 35335L09, 353mfi393900, LagO®Mbygdo, HGMLgmO.

THE COUNTRIES IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS REGION AND RUSSIAN CON-
TRIBUTION TO THE THREATS AND CHALLENGES

MASTER SERGEANT NODAR GRIGALASHVILI
Giorgi Antsukhelidze Sergeants Academy

ABSTRACT

The present article is dedicated to the South Caucasus region and the role of Georgia in
the region as well as modern threats and challenges. The paper demonstrates the preconditions
for causing the problems in addition to Russia’s contribution to arise these problems.

The article aims to present the role of the South Caucasus region in the international and
global economic context, specifically to demonstrate the role of Georgia and other countries
inside the region due to their geographic location.

Keywords: the South Caucasus, challenges, threats, Russia
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SOUTH CAUCASUS AND GEORGIA: CURRENT THREATS AND
CHALLENGES

SENIOR SERGEANT SERGO KANDELAKI

Major Assistant of Command Sergeant of the Defense Forces

ABSTRACT

Following research describes external politics of South Caucasian countries after dissolu-
tion of the Soviet Union and regaining independence. The research aims to pinpoint existing
and potential threats and challenges in the South Caucasus region and based on the analysis of
the external or foreign politics of South Caucasian countries identify the root causes of those
threats and challenges.

The research is divided into three parts. First part or the introduction discusses the origin
of the term South Caucasus and strategic importance of this region. Second part describes the
environment in the South Caucasus region and external politics of its countries after regaining
independence. Third part suggests a conclusion which covers identified potential root causes of
the threats and challenges in the South Caucasus region.

Hopefully, this research will make its modest contribution to the academic debate in re-
gards to the South Caucasus region.

Keywords: external politics, potential threats and challenges, term “South Caucasus”, root
causes of threats.
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