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An actuality of a problem. 90s decade of 20" century is the
start of a new stage in the three-thousand-year history of Georgian
sovereignty. On 31* of July 1992 United Nations accepted the Re-
public of Georgia into the organization. This marks the exit from
Russian political and state influence (in which the country was from
the start of 19" century) and returning to the world commonwealth
as a full-fledged member. By achieving state sovereignty, Georgia
regained an important role in foreign policy and became indepen-
dent actor in international policy. From the beginning of its existe-
nce, new Georgian state has outlined its priorities in foreign policy,
which lie on western vector.

It does not mean that state relationship with eastern coun-
tries should have secondary value. On the contrary, Georgian state
aspires to establish strong political and economical bond not only
with its own neighbors, but with the states located in the Far East,
especially, with the People’s Republic of China.

For Georgia, China has never been a completely foreign coun-
try. There’s a plenty of evidence suggesting that from the late anci-
ent period, when “The Great Silk Road” — international caravan-tra-
de highway which connected china with Mediterranean and black sea
basins, existed, Ancient Colchis and Iberia had some idea of China
and the Chinese. It is assumed that from the Middle Ages, Georgia
should have known a lot more about China, with the evidence that
there are several archaeological artifacts found along with written
legacy of Georgia. Sino-Georgian relationship has strengthened in
19-20™ centuries with the remarkable work of Chinese people (Liu
Junzhou; Lao Jinjao) in Georgia and with the work of “Georgian co-
lony in Harbin.” During the Soviet period — Georgia (within its own
authority), as a part of the USSR, had some relationship with the
Peoples Republic of China, mostly in a cultural sphere. On a state le-
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vel, Sino-Georgian relationships started only after Georgia regained
independence in 1991 — this is a new stage in a relationship of these
two countries.

Today China is one of the main partners of Georgia in the tra-
de and economic spheres. There’s a large inflow of investments from
china, which positively affects the economy of Georgia. There are
new perspectives due to china’s current leaders — Xi Jinping’s initia-
tive — “One belt, One road”, in which, Georgia is actively partici-
pating. Moreover, Georgia has a special place in this project, becau-
se it acts as a transport-transit hub, which connects Eurasia.

Considering everything aforementioned, it is quite obvious,
that there is a need to create a scientifically sound historical nar-
rative. The actuality of this problem is enhanced by the fact that we
do not find a monographic research in historiography, in which, there
will be presented a (more or less) whole picture from ancient times
to present day, in the aspect of Georgia’s relationship with China —
one of the World’s oldest countries, known for its civilizational achi-
evements. Presented thesis is the first modest attempt to eliminate
this kind of shortcoming.

The current state of scientific study of the research topic.
Source base. Georgian historiography has always shown a major in-
terest in researching Georgia’s foreign policy in a scientific sense.
This problematique is one of the prioritized directions in Georgian
historic science. Georgia’s relations with both neighboring and dis-
tant countries are capitally elaborated and the role and place of the
Georgian political world in the international arena is shown from
the ancient times to the 21* century. With this in mind, the lag we
have in the direction of studying Chinese-Georgian relations is re-
markable. Moreover, it can be said that Georgian-Chinese relations
are, in fact, unexplored. This is especially true of the ancient period
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and the middle ages, the purposeful research of which has only re-
cently begun by Georgian scholars.

Despite that, based on the data of written sources and the
analysis of the materials obtained as a result of archeological rese-
arch, a certain display has been created in historiography from the
Late Neolithic period between the West and the East On trade and
economic relations through the so called “The Great Silk Road”. The
dissertation contains scientific and popular literature in this field,
including, most importantly, Chinese publications are entering the
Georgian scientific space for the first time. In addition, the disserta-
tion reflects the studies that discuss the routes of “The Great Silk
Road” International Trade Highway and the involvement of the Cau-
casus and Georgia in it.

There’s a Georgian historical tradition about the possible con-
tacts in Georgian-Chinese relations, which is reflected in written sta-
tues — In the translation of Persian poem “Vis o Ramin”, “Abdul-
mesiani” by loane Shavteli, “Dilariani” by Sargis Tmogveli, “Knight in
the Panther’s Skin” by Shota Rustaveli, unknown author’s “Rusuda-
niani”, “The Hundred Years’ Chronicle” of author of the 14™ century,
poem “Shahnavaziani” by Peshangi Pashvibertkadze (Khitarishuvili).
Remarkable mention should be given to Chakhrukhadze’s — who
was the poet during the reign of King Tamar and a notable medieval
traveler — “Tamariani” — where author tells us a story about how he
“went around the known world: starting from China, he went to
Atlantic Ocean (to modern day Morocco) and from Russia to Egypt
and Arabia (Yemen). The presence of china In Georgian traveler’s
objecttive increased in the 18-19" centuries. This statement is
cemented in the Raphiel Danibegashvili’s works.

Starting from 19" century, there is a direct contact between
Chinese and Georgian cultures, due to Liu Junzhou’s arrival in Geor-
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gia, who brought tea to the country and helped to develop the tea
industry in Georgia. There is plenty of material (mostly informative
in nature), which gives us an idea about Liu Junzhou’s work in Ge-
orgia. China became closer to Georgia due to existence of Harbin’s
Georgian “colony”. Lately, Georgian scholars (Shalva Chikhladze, Otar
Tchigladze, Irakli Giorgadze), started doing a research on this topic,
their work is also represented in this dissertation.

During the Soviet period, Georgia had certain kind of relations
with China, especially after country’s governmental change (Com-
munist Party gained power) and the establishing of PRC. Despite the
fact that researchers were interested by this topic, it yet remains to
be fully researched. We have to mention the fact that there is an in-
teresting literature available written by a translator in the Chinese
delegation Zhao Zhongyuan who wrote about the visit of the Chine-
se marshal Zhou De in Georgia. There is also another Chinese publi-
cation on this theme. In this thesis, we will also talk about the jour-
ney and impressions of Georgian poets — Alio Mirtskhulava and Khu-
ta Berulava — in China, who wrote about it in their essays, which
gives us a general impression about Chinese-Georgian relations at
that moment.

From late 20" century onwards, when Georgia has regained
its sovereignty, Chinese-Georgian contacts achieved a new level —
from that time (for the first time in the history), those two countries
had relations on an international level. This part of the dissertation
is completely built on periodic press and the sources based on
media outlets. The method of direct processing (translating it to
Georgian) of Chinese official press sources and adding it to the small
amount of existing Georgian resources, becomes the main innovate-
on in this thesis. The resources which were not available to the Ge-
orgian researchers now will make more opportunities in order to
overcome this problem.
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Method of research. The paper uses a variety of methods,
approaches and tools based on the fundamental foundations of
modern historical-source-scientific and historiographical research
methodology, including: historical-source analysis and hermeneutics
of sources; historical-comparative analysis; quantitative-qualitative
comparison.

The main results of the research and scientific news as a re-
sult of the research, for the first time in historiography, a monogra-
phic study reflecting the Georgian-Chinese relations was created, in
which the contacts between two states are more or less fully ana-
lyzed (from the Ancient — to Modern times). By scientific opinion,
most valuable part of the thesis is the one in which there are discu-
ssed Sino-Georgian political-diplomatic and trade-economic relati-
ons starting from 1990’s to the present day. This part, as mentioned
before, is built on Chinese language-based sources, most of them
will see the light for the first time in the context of scientific re-
search.

Structure of the thesis this dissertation consists of introducti-
on, 6 chapters and a conclusion. It also has a list credited sources and
scientific literature (namely 336 units).

THE MAIN CONTENT OF DISSERTATION

In the introduction an actuality of the research theme, the
expediency of its scientific study, a brief overview of the source ba-
se and historiographical heritage is shown.

In the first chapter — “Georgia and “The Great Silk Road” in the
late ancient times and middle ages. General Overview” — is presen-
ted an observation on functioning of The Great Silk Road in the late
ancient times and the Middle Ages, its routes, and Georgia’s invol-
vement in east-west trade through this large-scale international hi-
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ghway. We are talking about the proof of the passage of the Silk Ro-
ad on the territory of Georgia.

Georgia was Involved in the international trade even before
the exploitation of the Great Silk Road, In the archaic and classical
eras, Greek import is seen in Colchis and lberia. This helped deve-
loping roads which then were the part of the Great Silk Road. In this
period, the road existing across Mtkvari River had a leading impor-
tance of a highway.

In the later period, Iran and Byzantine Empire had wars las-
ting centuries because they wanted to establish control on the ro-
ads which were coming from northern Caucasus. Starting from the
second half of 6™ century, main transport load was on the Caucasian
parts of the Great Silk Road, lately, from the end of the 6™ century,
its north Caucasian direction became regularly used trade highway.
Archaeological artifacts which were obtained during the excavations,
make it obvious that Chinese traders were also using this road for
trading purposes. We have to mention one artifact, which was found
in Tsebelda gravesite, Abkhazia. It is a stone bead which dates back
to Sui dynasty (6™ century) and it has Chinese hieroglyph “ben”
(“emperor”).

In the gravesites, which were excavated in Georgia, which da-
te back to 2™ century AD, the remains of Silk were found. Silk frag-
ments also are explored in the gravesites which date to 4™ century
and beyond. Chinese porcelain also came from the trade road, in
particular, “seladons” — their fragments were found in Ani and Dma-
nisi. In Georgia (Mtskhetijvari) (1993) there was found a Chinese coin
which was made during the reign of Sui dynasty (1127-1279). Coin is
made from bronze, is perforated in a rectangular shape and has an
inscription in Chinese: “Qing yuan tong bao” — “Moorish coin of the
era of happy beginnings”. Despite the fact that this coin is the only
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one which was found on Georgian territory, it has a big significance
in researching 12-13" century Georgian trade history. It’s not a coin-
cidence that Chinese coin has been found in the area, in which,
according to researchers, during classic antiquity, was a transit trade
highway.

Second chapter — "What they knew about China and the Chi-
nese in Georgia" — consists of 3 paragraphs, the 1* of which — “Tra-
ces of China and Chinese in ancient Georgian written monuments” is
dedicated to the traces of China and Chinese found in ancient Ge-
orgian written monuments. China is mentioned in ancient Georgian
sources by the following names: Chin, China, Machineti, Chin-Machin,
Khataeti. The present name of this country “China” is derived from
the root “Chin”. The translation of the 11" century Persian poem
“Visramiani” is the first Georgian written monument in which the
term “Chin” appears.

China is also mentioned in loane Shavteli’s “Abdulmesian”, as
well as in Sargis Tmogveli's “Dilariani” In the immortal poem of Shota
Rustaveli. The term “Khataeti” is often found in “Vepkhistkaosani”
(“The Knight in the Panther's Skin”), which according to some scho-
lars (Alexander Svanidze, Revaz Kiknadze, Otar Chighladze) should
refer to northern China. At the same time (Alexander Svanidze) it is
believed that Khataeti meant the territories of northern China, which
were historically known for their land relations, and “Chin” and “Chin-
Machin” should refer to central and southern China.

We also find information about China in the collection of
“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (Chronicles of Kartli). In particular, in the 14™
century. In the Chronicle, also known as the “The Hundred Years’
Chronicle”, China is referred to as Chin-Machin, which, according to
scholars (Revaz Kiknadze, Otar Chighladze), should refer to the who-
le of China. It is established (Revaz Kiknadze) that the chronicler was
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well acquainted with Persian sources, first of all, the writings of the
famous Persian historian Juvayni, from which he used the term
“Chin“. It is assumed (Otar Chighladze) that “Machin” and “Man-zi”
mentioned by Marco Polo should have mentioned the same “South
China”. Several episodes of his writings point to the localization of
China. The term also mentions the term Altun-Khan, which the
Mongols called the emperor of the Qing dynasty.

While researching the historical crossroads of China and Ge-
orgia, it is very interesting to see the records of Georgian travelers
who were one of the first to travel to China and left us with infor-
mation about China, the Chinese people's lifestyle, culture and
worldview and about their level of development in a particular era.
In this regard, first of all, the information preserved in Queen
Tamar's admirer, traveler Chakhrukhadze's poem “Tamariani”, the
analysis of which is devoted to the 2™ paragraph of the 2™ chapter
— “On the probable travels of Chakhrukhadze to China”.

As it is clear from these materials, Chakhrukhadze, except for
the fact that he was “a foreign politician, with the great poems of
Tamar the Great, a lover of wisdom and a great rhetor” (Anton | Ca-
tholicos of Georgia), he was also the greatest traveler of the era -
“who, as a troubadour and a traveling knight, traveled almost all the
world at that time: from China to the Atlantic Ocean (Morocco), And
from Russia to Egypt and Arabia” (Pavle Ingorokva)

Another Georgian traveler who mentioned China in his notes
was Raphiel Danibegashvili. The information he left about China is
referred in the 3™ paragraph — “Raphiel Danibegashvili's informa-
tion about China”. In the 18-19" centuries, Georgia’s trade relations
were connected with the countries of the East and the West, so
Georgian merchants traveled by caravan or sea to many distant lands.
This led to the formation of families that traded with foreign count-
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ries in Georgia, Raphiel (son of Joseph) Danibegashvili was a repre-
sentative of one such family. Excerpts from the Sigel-Gujars (a type
of certificate in the medieval Georgia) and the text of the “Journey”
by the kings of Kartli-Kakheti, as well as materials preserved in the
archives of Orenburg and Semipalatinsk, tell about Danibegashvili’s
journey. Information about China is found mainly in the records of
Rafiel Danibegashvili's well-known third voyage (1799-1813) which
was published as a book in Russian in Moscow in 1815.

R. Danibegashvili's materials are of interest to his travels to
Yarkant (southern part of China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Regi-
on), as well as to other cities he described (Khudan, Gashgir, Akhsu,
Uroban, lli), which Chinese rulers ruled. In the description, the tra-
veler discusses the ethnic and religious origin of the locals, way of
life, morals, ecological and geographical features of the country. The
information provided by the traveler contains a number of inaccura-
cies, although most of the facts are accurate and important for stu-
dying the life of Asian people, including the Chinese.

Chapter lll of the dissertation — “Georgian-Chinese contacts in
the 20™ century” — consists of 4 paragraphs. The 1% paragraph —
“Chinese in Georgia — Liu Junzhou and his contribution to the deve-
lopment of Georgian tea” — refers to the work of Chinese Junzhou,
whose name is associated with the tea seedling greenhouse and tea
Establishment of the first small processing factory in Georgia. Liu
Junzhou arrived in Batumi on November 4, 1893, along with other
Chinese tea specialists, and brought several thousand tea seedlings
and hundreds of kilograms of tea seeds.

The tea produced by Liu Junzhou in 1900, sometimes known
as the “Royal Tea” — sometimes called “Lao Tea”, won a gold medal
at the Paris Exhibition. The tea he brought to Chakvi was considered
the best in the Russian Empire. In 1918, Liu Junzhou released a per-
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sonal tea label. Liu Junzhou studied the Georgian language, which
helped him communicate with the local population. Liu Junzhou left
records of his observations on the technological processes of proce-
ssing tea plantations and obtaining the finished product. Liu Jun-
zhou’s descendants still maintain close ties with Georgia.

The second paragraph — “Georgians in China — the Georgian
community of Harbin in Harbin” — tells about the Georgian commu-
nity in China, in particular, in Harbin, at the turn of the 19-20™ cen-
turies. As it turns out, by 1904, a significant number of Georgian
communities were represented in Harbin. In 1905, the Georgian Lib-
rary was established in Harbin, and in 1908, with initiative of Nikoloz
Tsulukidze and Ivliane Khaindrava, former officers of the Tsarist Rus-
sian Army, the “National Society of Georgians” was founded, which
was led for a long time by Ivliane Khaindrava (deceased in 1938)

It is clear from the letters of Harbin Georgians that in 1921 Up
to 3,000 Georgians already lived in Harbin and its suburbs. Most of
them were engaged in trade and other businesses. In addition to
economic activities, Georgians also took an active part in the politi-
cal and cultural life of the region. For example, Lidia Khaindrava, the
daughter of Ivliane Khaindrava, the head of the Georgian communi-
ty, was a well-known poet. She is the author of several collections of
poetry published in Harbin and Shanghai.

The Georgian community of Harbin actively supported the De-
mocratic Republic of Georgia. In 1918, a meeting of Georgians from
the Far East took place in Harbin. The first official representation
(consulate) of Georgia in the Far East was opened in Harbin and the
first consul was Doctor Nikoloz Jishkariani. The area of operation of
the consulate included not only Manchuria, but also Eastern Siberia.

The events of the 1920’s (the establishment of Soviet rule in
Georgia, fleeing of the Georgian government in France, the agree-
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ment between China and the Soviet Union), led to the temporary
closure of the Georgian representation in Harbin. Nevertheless, the
community had close ties to the Georgian government in France
(until France abandoned the Georgian government's delegation); as
it sent financial aid and received Georgian periodicals from there.
After Harbin was taken over by the Japanese, non-Chinese populati-
on in Harbin sharply decreased, and by 1941, the Georgian commu-
nity numbered a total of about 400 people.

The third paragraph — “1956 Uprising in Georgia and the Chi-
nese Government Delegation in Tbilisi” — discusses the events that
took place in Georgia on March 9, 1956, which coincided with the
visit of the Chinese government delegation to Thilisi. During the So-
viet period, many Chinese statesmen and party figures arrived in
Georgia. Among them are one of the prominent representatives of
the political leadership of the People’s Republic of China, Comman-
der-in-Chief of the People’s Liberation Army of China at various ti-
mes, Deputy Chairman of the Central People's Government Council,
Deputy Chairman of the People's Republic of China, Deputy Chair-
man of the Communist Party, marshal Zhu De (better known — Zhou
De). His visit to Georgia coincided with the events of March 9, 1956 in
Thilisi. This section of the dissertation is based on the material of the
Chinese delegation, including the translator Zhao Zhongyuan, a mem-
ber of the Chinese delegation, and the publications of another Chi-
nese author, Zhu Yan. Their data (the material has seen the light for
the first time in the Georgian scientific space) to some extent comp-
lements the existing database around the events of March 1956.

In the fourth paragraph of the third chapter — “Georgian-
Chinese cultural contacts — China seen by Georgian poets” — based
on the essays of famous Georgian poets Khuta Berulava and Alio
Mirtskhulava, their impressions of the existence of Chinese people
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are presented. And culture. These references preserved in the re-
cords of Georgian poets, despite the political-ideological conjuncti-
val “deviations”, are still important in this particular era of the po-
litical, cultural or economic situation of the Chinese people and the
Chinese state, and, most importantly, Georgia — In the context of
Chinese-Georgian relations.

The central topic of the dissertation — Georgian-Chinese rela-
tions at the state level (since the 1990s) is covered in Chapters 4-6.
Chapter 4 — “Visits of the highest-level representatives of the Geor-
gian government to the People's Republic of China, according to the
materials of the Chinese press” — provides quite comprehensive in-
formation on the activities of the Georgian side in this direction. For
the first time in historiography, it contains materials based on Chi-
nese-language, it is a sequential review of the visits of the high-ran-
king officials of Georgian government — the heads of state, the pri-
me ministers. (As it is known, the Prime Minister has been the first
person of power in Georgia since the end of 2013), as well as the of-
ficial and working representatives of the Speakers of Parliament, Vi-
ce-Prime Ministers, Ministers - in the People's Republic of China.

The history of the first person visits of the state begins in
1993. On June 2-4, at the invitation of the President of the People's
Republic of China, Jiang Zemin, the Speaker of the Parliament of
Georgia, the Head of State, Eduard Shevardnadze has visited Beijing.
During the visit, the parties signed a joint communiqué; Protocol on
Cooperation between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the two
States; Agreements between governments on cooperation on trade
and economic sphere, investment promotion and protection, scien-
ce and technology, culture, health, agriculture, tourism, customs,
sports, communications and telecommunications. A total of seven-
teen documents were signed. These agreements laid a solid foun-
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dation for the development of relations between the two countries.
The paper contains the content of the Chinese version of the Com-
munique, which was published in 1993. Jiang Zemin and Eduard
Shevardnadze signed it in Beijing on June 2.

Georgian-Chinese political-diplomatic contacts continued with
no less intensity during the presidency of Mikheil Saakashvili, who
came to power as a result of the Rose Revolution. A milestone in
this regard was President M. Saakashvili’s Official Visit to China
(April 10-15, 2006) — At the invitation of Hu Jintao, President of the
People’s Republic of China. During the visit, the Georgian leader held
talks with the President of the People’s Republic of China Hu Jintao,
the Chairman of the Standing Committee of the Assembly of the
People’s Republic of China of the People’s Republic of China and the
State Council with Prime Minister Wen Jiabao

The course of the visit, together with other media outlets, was
extensively covered by the newspaper “Renmin Ribao”. This infor-
mation is published on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of China, as well as in other Chinese media. The details of the mee-
ting are fully conveyed in the paper. After the talks, the heads of
state signed a joint communiqué on the further development of
friendship and cooperation between the People’s Republic of China
and Georgia. Hu Jintao and Mikheil Saakashvili took part in the
signing ceremony of the China-Georgia Agreement on Technical-
Economic Cooperation and other documents.

In October 2012, The Georgian Dream — Democratic Georgia
coalition came to power through elections. After the arrival of the
new government, naturally, diplomatic relations with the People’s
Republic of China continued at the governmental level. These were
mainly business visits of ministers and vice-presidents, as well as the
highest officials of the state — the President, the Prime Minister, their
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activities in this direction were more modest than in the previous
period. It is true that the Prime Ministers of Georgia (Irakli Ghari-
bashvili, Mamuka Bakhtadze) visited China in 2013-2020, but none
of these visits had the status of an official visit, according to the
relevant protocol.

For example, in September 2015, the then Prime Minister of
Georgia Irakli Gharibashvili paid a working visit to China (to partici-
pate in the ongoing World Economic Forum in Dalian. This visit was
covered by the newspaper “Renmin Ribao”. According to the mate-
rial published in it, during the visit, the Head of the Government of
Georgia (September 10, 2015) was hosted by the Prime Minister of
the State Council, Li Kegiang, at the Government Residence in Dalian.

The visit was also covered by local media, which focused on
meetings at the city and provincial leadership levels. According to
the material, on September 10, Tang Jun, Member of the Standing
Committee of the Provincial Party Committee and Secretary of the
City Committee, and Mayor Xiao Shengfeng met Irakli Gharibashvili
at the Pangchuitao Hotel to attend the Davos Summer Forum in
Dalian. Irakli Gharibashvili addressed a forum on the topic of
“Modern Silk Road”, which was dedicated to two topics: “Emerging
Bazaars at the Crossroads” and “Modern Silk Road”.

Mamuka Bakhtadze has been twice as the Prime Minister of
Georgia in the People’s Republic of China. This was the first time in
November 2018, when the Prime Minister of Georgia attended the
first China International Import Expo in Shanghai. Although, accor-
ding to the Prime Minister, he was there at the personal invitation
of President Xi Jinping (Chairman of the People's Republic of China —
the first person of the state) and even met directly with the Chinese
leader, due to its content and purpose, this visit was in a working
format and it was not official.
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Within the framework of the exhibition, the Prime Minister of
Georgia Mamuka Bakhtadze presented the products of our country’s
agricultural products and tourism projects to the Chairman of the
PRC Xi Jinping. During the visit, the Prime Minister also met with the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Bank of China, Chen Xi-
ging. Information about M. Bakhtadze's visit was spread by the news
agency “Huangiu”. Mamuka Bakhtadze also met with Liu Zhongguo,
CEO of Wuliangye Group and Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Joint Stock Company.

Mamuka Bakhtadze’s second visit was of a similar nature — in
July 2019, the head of the Georgian government arrived in China to
attend the Dalian World Economic Forum. During the visit, he met
with the Premier of the State Council of China, Li Kegiang.

The same chapter reviews in detail the visits of the other rep-
resentatives of the Georgian government — the Speakers of Parlia-
ment (Nino Burjanadze, Davit Usupashvili); Visits of Vice-Prime Mi-
nisters (Giorgi Kvirikashvili, Kakhi Kaladze, Dimitri Kumsishvili, Maia
Tskitishvili). Within the framework of one of such visits, a Free Trade
Agreement was signed between the Government of Georgia and the
Government of the People’s Republic of China in Beijing (May 13,
2017), which was signed by the then Minister of Economy and Sus-
tainable Development of Georgia Giorgi Gakharia.

Separate Chapter V — “Important Visits of the Chinese Side to
Georgia” — is dedicated to the visits of Chinese government officials
to Georgia. After the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Georgia and China, a number of important visits from China to Ge-
orgia took place. The first official visit to Georgia was on April 16-17
1996, by the Vice Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
State Council of China Qian Qichen. Qian Qichen was received by
the Head of State Eduard Shevardnadze during his visit. A meeting
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was also held with the Speaker of the Parliament Zurab Zhvania.
Negotiations were underway with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Georgia Irakli Menagarishvili. After the visit, the Chinese and Ge-
orgian sides issued an informational communiqué.

No less important was the visit of Vice Premier of the State
Council of the People's Republic of China Li Langing to Georgia (April
12-13, 2001). He was received by the President of Georgia Eduard
Shevardnadze. Lee Langing also met separately with the Minister of
State of Georgia Giorgi Arsenishvili and the Speaker of the Parlia-
ment Zurab Zhvania.

On May 2-5, 2016, a Chinese governmental delegation led by
Zhong Gaol, Chairman of the Silk Road Revival Project One Belt, One
Road Committee, paid an official visit to Georgia. During the visit,
the parties signed an agreement on “Economic and Technical Coope-
ration between the Government of Georgia and the Government of
the People's Republic of China” and a joint venture between the
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia and
the Ministry of Commerce of the People’s Republic of China — Me-
morandum of Understanding. The delegation was received by the
President of Georgia Giorgi Margvelashvili and the Prime Minister
Giorgi Kvirikashvili.

The final chapter of the dissertation, Chapter VI — “Chinese-
Georgian Trade and Economic Cooperation, the Basis of Strategic
Partnership between the Two Countries” — covers some details of
Georgia-China economic relations, as well as the views of Chinese
and other foreign experts on trade and economic cooperation bet-
ween the states of Georgia and China. Raising this topic is condition-
ned by the fact that cooperation in the trade and economic sphere is
the central issue of the Georgian-Chinese political-diplomatic dialo-
gue. It is quite rightly noted in the special literature that “the econo-
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mic sphere is the cornerstone of Georgian-Chinese relations” (Irakli
Sirbiladze and Mikheil Mghebrishvili, Davit Aptsiauri).

This is why this segment of Georgian-Chinese relations is rela-
tively fully developed scientifically by Georgian researchers (predo-
minantly economists — Larisa Korghanashvili, Paata Aroshidze, Ra-
maz Putkaradze, Mariam Grigalashvili, Irakli Sirbiladze and Mikheil
Mghebrishvili, Davit Aptsiauri and others.). Joseph Larsen, Senior
Advisor to the USAID Office of Strategy and Programs, has some
interesting observations on the importance of Georgia-China econo-
mic cooperation. Some issues of Georgian-Chinese economic coope-
ration are analyzed in detail in the publications of Chinese analysts.
Chinese materials, in some cases, even cover Georgia-China relati-
ons in the economic sphere in more detail. There are issues that are
covered only in Chinese publications and these materials were not
available to Georgian researchers until now.

Based on these studies, this section of the paper presents a
general picture of economic cooperation between the two countries.
Special attention is paid to the autumn of 2013. The initiatives of
the “Silk Road Economic Belt” and the 21" Century Maritime Silk
Road” initiated by the President of the People's Republic of China Xi
Jinping, which led to the “One Belt, One Road” Large-scale project.
The initiative includes six corridors connecting China with Europe via
various land routes. Georgia is directly involved in the China-Central
Asia-West Asia corridor. The “Belt and Road” Initiative has created an
opportunity for Georgia to become a liaison center between the two
regional formats GUAM and the Azerbaijan-Georgia-Turkey Trilate-
ral Cooperation Initiative.

Conclusion summarizes the main results of the study.
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