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Is the Georgian gov't following in Russia's footstepse  PAGE 8

Retired Combat Pilot Greg Bagwel
on the Power of the F16

INTERVIEW BY VAZHA
TAVBERIDZE FOR RFE/RL

fI was a Russian pilot with 100 hours train-

ingin an aircraft,I am going to be shit scared

of getting airborne and wondering whether

there'sanFl6up there - Greg Bagwell, retired

Air Marshall and combat pilot, the UK’s Air
Commander for four years and current President
of the Air and Space Power Association, told RFE/
RL’s Georgian Service. We sat down with him to
talk more about the war and the weapons and tac-
tics being chosen in fighting it.

NOT MUCH HAS GONE ACCORDING

TO PLAN FOR THE RUSSIANS IN THIS
WAR. WHAT ARE THE REASONS BEHIND
RUSSIA’S FAILURE TO ESTABLISH
UNCONTESTED AIR SUPREMACY?

You could argue they never thought they needed
it, that they thought this would be over quickly,
that they would destabilize the country with very
little fuss. That was the first thing that went wrong.

Continued on page ©  An F16. Source: britannica.com
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Ukraine Updates: EU Announces New
Russia Sanctions Package as the West
Continues to Drag its Feet on Fighter Jets

COMPILED BY ANA DUMBADZE

eavy shelling in eastern

Ukraine continues, with

Kherson, Bakhmut and

Donetsk reporting mul-

tiple injuries and at least
one death.

Anewreport from the Conflict Obser-
vatory, in partnership with Yale Uni-
versity’s Humanitarian Research Lab,
alleges Russia has forced more than
6,000 Ukrainian children into “re-edu-
cation” camps.

Thereport, titled “Russia’s systematic
program for the re-education and adop-
tion of Ukraine’s children,” outlines
what it calls the Kremlin’s systematic
efforts to abduct children, prevent their
return to Ukraine, and “re-educate”
them to become pro-Russia.

NATO members are also in Brussels
for their last day of talks, during which
they pledged to continue support for
Ukraine. Still, despite months of pleas
from Kyiv for fighter jets, getting them
appears unlikely.

RUSSIA HAS LOST HALF

OF ITS BEST TANKS IN

THE UKRAINE WAR

Russia is estimated to have lost about
half of its mightiest battle tanks in its
unprovoked war against Ukraine, accord-
ing to the International Institute for
Strategic Studies.

Russia’s pre-invasion fleet of T-72B3
and T-72B3M main battle tanks stands
at about 50% of its pre-invasion levels,
and it has about a third of its pre-war
fleet of T-80BV and T-80BU tanks,
according to the British group.

“Industrial production continues but
remains slow, forcing Moscow to rely
onits older stored weapons as attrition
replacements,” said John Chipman,

International Institute for Strategic
Studies Director-General and Chief
Executive, during a launch event of the
annual Military Balance report.

SECRETARY AUSTIN SAYS IRAN
IS WORKING TO EXTEND
RUSSIA’S WAR IN UKRAINE

US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
told NBC News that Iran is working to
extend Russia’s war in Ukraine by sup-
plying the Kremlin with additional
weapons.

“I think Iran is working to extend this
conflict unnecessarily and inflict casu-
alties on civilians,” Austin told NBC’s
Courtney Kube on the sidelines of the
NATO defense ministerial.

Austin added that, so far, the US has
identified Iranian drones used by Rus-
sian forces in Ukraine but has yet to see
Iranian ballistic missiles.

“We don’t put it past Russia to request
that from Iran. The Ukrainians will soon
be getting some Patriot batteries and I
think that willbe very helpfulin address-
ing any capabilities like that in the
future,” Austin said, adding that the
Kremlin has also reached out to North
Korea for weapons.

NATO VOWS IT WILL STEP

UP SUPPORT FOR BOSNIA,
GEORGIA, MOLDOVA

NATO has said will step up support for
Ukraine and other partners at risk,
namely Bosnia and Herzegovina, Geor-
gia, and Moldova, it said in a statement
after a meeting of the alliance’s mem-
bers in Brussels.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg hailed pledges of continued and
doubled-down support for Ukraine by
members of the 30-country alliance,
including “more heavy weapons and
military training,” the statement said.

The meeting included approving new
guidelines for NATO defense planning,

which Stoltenberg said “reflects the
reality that we live in a more dangerous
world. With Russia’s aggressive behav-
ior, the persistent threat of terrorism,
and the challenges posted by China.”

“It will drive the capability changes
for the years to come,” he added. “And
ensure that our deterrence and defense
remain strong and credible.”

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
OUTLINES NEW SANCTIONS
PACKAGE AGAINST

RUSSIA TARGETING
EXPORTS, OLIGARCHS

European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen announced details of the
EU’s tenth sanctions package against

Image: Yasuyoshi Chiba | AFP | Gety Images

Russia for its war in Ukraine, which is
subject to the approval of EU member
countries. The restrictions target export
bans worth 11 billion Euros ($11.78 bil-
lion), exports of dual use and advanced
tech goods, as well as Russian propa-
gandists.

The sanctions feature new measures
toprevent circumvention, von der Leyen
said in a statement, including tracking
oligarchs who try to “hide or sell their
assets” to escape sanctions.

“We now have in place the toughest
sanctions ever introduced by the Euro-
pean Union. And we have to ensure that
they are rigorously applied,” the state-
ment said.

“We will track oligarchs trying to

hide or to sell their assets to escape
sanctions. And together with Member
States we will set up an overview of
all frozen assets of the Russian central
bank held in the EU. We need to know
where these are located and how much
they are worth. This is crucial in view
of the possible use of public Russian
assets to fund reconstruction in
Ukraine.”

“Together, we are tightening the screws
on Russia,” von der Leyen said, calling
on member states to swiftly adopt the
package. “Our aim is to have, together
with our G7 partners, further significant
sanctions in place by 24 February —
exactly one year after Putin launched
his imperial war.”

The Georgia and Armenia Tech Hub Summit 2023

BY MARIAM MTIVLISHVILI

n March 16, the Georgia
and Armenia Tech Hub
Summit 2023 was held at
the Thilisi Marriott Hotel.
Its main sponsors were
GEORGIA TODAY and Thilisi Marriott
Hotel. The conference was organized by
the Georgia-Based Klein & Pantsulaia
and Armenia-based Klein & Iskandaryan.

The regional Tech Hub Summit is
among the first of its kind. Representa-
tives from three American firms- Data-
art, the Cambridge Massachusetts-based
Quantori, and Innovecs, were invited as
speakers. The German-based Devexperts,
also present, has many offices around
the world, including in Ukraine and Bul-
garia, but does not currently operate in
Armenia. All four companies collaborate
with Georgian technical universities,
however, and in some cases have their
own R&D centers.

Also speaking at the summit were rep-
resentatives from two universities: Geor-
gia’s Ilia State University and the Geor-
gian campus of San Diego State
University.

As the Klein law firm has offices in
Georgia (Klein and Pantsulaia) and
Armenia (Klein & Iskandaryan), they
wanted to find foreign companies that
were operating in both markets. At first,
there seemed to be hardly any. It came
as a surprise, since it made logical sense

that neighbors in the Caucasus would
have common business interests. After
adeeper look, however, they found that,
in fact, in the tech sector there are a lot
of businesses working in both markets
to tap into the large and booming tech
talent.

One of the main themes discussed at
the summit was the many subsidy pro-
grams and tax incentive schemes for the
IT sector carried out in an effort to try
to attract investments.

“We wanted tohave aconference where
we would talk about business, technol-
ogy,and investment in universities,” said
Daniel Klein Co-Founder of Klein &
Pantsulaia, Klein & Iskandaryan. “I think
this summit was really interesting,
because it featured some of the best top-
ics for Armenia and Georgia. We're con-
fident we will see very interesting pros-
pects going forward.”

“Our team believes that communica-
tion and education drive innovative
ideas,” said administrative assistant at
Devexperts Georgia Nata Vazhinskaya.
“We’re focused on building an environ-
ment where professionals can freely
share their expertise. To do that, we
sponsor and take part in international
and local professional IT events; organ-
ize internships, internal courses and
mentorship programs; partner with uni-
versity programs and conduct workshops
for students; and support and manage
free events for IT specialists.”

The organizers are already planning a
follow up Summit for the spring.
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Saakashvili and the Future

ot Georgian Stability

Former President Saakashvili lies in bed
during a court video session in Thilisi.

Source: REUTERS/Irakli Gedenidze
BY MICHAEL GODWIN

eorgia'sjailed ex-President

Mikheil Saakashviliisseen

onascreen onavideo call

from a medical clinic, pre-

senting himself for a court
hearing. Hislegal team has been fighting
to have him relinquished to a more well
equipped facility abroad over his rapidly
deteriorating health. However, these
demands have seemingly fallen on deaf
ears.

Saakashvili, who led the country dur-
ing some of its more turbulent years
between 2004 to 2013, is incarcerated,
serving a six-year charge. This charge,
according to him and his supporters, is
politically motivated, and unsupported
by law.

“If I'd predicted such a rapid invasion
[of Ukraine], and also my torture and
poisoning in prison, I wouldn’t have
come back,” he said on a note that was
reportedly passed to his legal counsel.
“I'm afraid of the West’s loss of interest
in the war. And I'm afraid of my death
in prison, and it’s inevitable if I do stay
here, because it would be a major vic-

tory for Putin.”

While his detention upon arrival was
heavily protested, not only by locals but
also European politicians, it's the recent
verdict that raised the stakes. A Thbilisi
City Courtunder Judge Giorgi Arevadze
did not grant the request for the reprieve
or release of former President despite
his ongoing medical issues. The politi-
cal opposition in the United National
Movement political party, as well as
Strategy Aghmashenebeli, have walked
out of Parliament, refusing to take part
and calling their supporters to “street
action.”

Saakashvili's precarious situation has
not only garnered the support of local
activists, but also outspoken politicians
in Europe and Ukraine. Both have called
onThilisitorelentand allow the veteran
politician to seek care elsewhere. Both
Kyiv and Brussels have asked that he
potentially be released due to a part of
law that cites inmates being remanded
to medical facilities in the instance of
severe illness.

But Official Thilisi, and the ruling party
in government ‘Georgian Dream’, have
harshly refused. Irakli Kobakhidze, chair-
man of Georgian Dream, lashed out at
the European leaders, saying that he is
annoyed by talk of the former President.

“It’s really infuriating that there is so
much talk about Saakashvili,” he stated,
mirroring prior statements that are likely
to damage the reputation of the country
in the eyes of the European Union.

This damage to the country’s facade
would not only further stagnate economic
development, but also hinder Western
involvement. And some damage has
already been done. The visible frustra-
tion by the ruling party over the status
ofapolitical opponent, poorly disguised
as indifference, is not a good look.
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EXPLORE OUR BELOVED CITY FROM THE BIRD VIEW

Xeme restaurant is located on the 31% floor in The Biltmore Thilisi Hotel

b

THE BILTMORE

All of this leads to a general increase
in dissatisfaction with the current gov-
ernment. The problems also stem from
alack of faith in the electoral process in
the country. In an International Repub-
lican Institute (IRI) poll from the 2021
municipal elections, the population was
split, with 32% saying the elections were
“sufficiently flawed that you would doubt
the accuracy of the results” or that they
were “not at all free and fair.” Another
32% said they were “completely free and
fair” and another 25% admitted that there
were “some problems, but [they were]
reasonably free and fair.”

With somuch popular doubt about the
electoral process, it leads to the ques-
tion; where does this point in the coun-
try? Can Georgia unify and bring both
the ruling party and the opposition
together to serve the people? Or will the
divisiontear the country apart and plunge
itinto the darkness and uncertainty wit-
nessed in the 1990s?

While many have clamored for the
national leadership to change its course,
lest they be left behind by the West, oth-
erssay it will take significant action. One
such individual, a retired American
military officer and former senior mem-
ber of the US Embassy staff in Thbilisi,
remaining unnamed, says it's “it's revo-
lution or bust.” According to the US
combat veteran and former armored
reconnaissance commander, the activi-
ties of Georgia Dream are causing the
country to spiral down the drain.

From trading verbal blows with the US
Ambassadorand EU leaders to the ongo-
ing involvement of former Prime Min-
ister of Georgian Bidzina Ivanishvili in
political combat, the individual says the
future is looking bleak. With few other
candidates offering any real change,
Georgian Dream has the country right

The name of the restaurant Xeme speaks for itself, as it means
the arctic fork-tailed gull.

Saakashvili supporters in Tbilisi demand the ex-President’s release.

By Vano Shlamov/AFP/Getty Images
where they want it.

The opposition, he says, isn't doing
themselves any favors. All the other
political players are either marred by
previous transgressions or are too
unknown and don’t have the ‘weight’ to
bringinthevotes. Thisleaves only some-
one with the name of Saakashvili to rally
enough support. However, most people
would agree that while the deplorable
state of Saakashvili is heartbreaking to
watch, they stilldon’t want him in power.

The variability and potentially volatil-
ity of introducing a new ruling party is
outweighed by the constant thatis Geor-
gian Dream. The situation is much like
the stability and predictability of the
Soviet era, where, while the situation
was poor, it was stable and a known
constant. This complacency is noted by
politicians of other former-Soviet states.

The Baltic states are a prime example
ofthis. Despite years of turbulence from
the proverbial ripping out of the Russian
umbilical cord, they managed to not only

29 Rustavell Avenue, 0108, Thilish, Georgia /| T:+995 311 71 71 71 [ Info.bhtp@biltmorecallection.com

integrate in the EU, but also NATO and
other European economic and political
organizations. Their economy continues
to flourish, and their security is virtually
guaranteed.

For the future of Georgia, change is
inevitable. Just as Saakashvili withers
away in a clinic bed under the watchful
eye of the best security resources the
country can provide, so too does the
hope of EU acceptance wither for Geor-
gia. However, unlike the former Presi-
dent, the country is not doomed to a fate
of relegation: There is still hope for the
Jewel of the South Caucasus.

The nation cannot rest on its laurels
having pulleditself from a faltering post-
Soviet country in the 1990s and early
2000s. Thereis stillanimmense amount
of work to do, even if that means sig-
nificant change and overhaulingimprove-
ments. But thereinlies the prize, the fruit
gained from the excruciating labor of
political, judicial, educational, military,
and economic reforms.
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Why Are the Turkish Presidential and

Parliamentary Elections Important?

BLOG BY ZURAB
BATIASHVILI FOR GFSIS

residential and parliamentary

elections are planned in the

Republic of Turkey on May

14, 2023. Why are these elec-

tionsimportant and what can
we expect from them?

2023 marks the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Republic of Turkey,
and theupcoming elections are expected
by many to feature as a sort of referen-
dum; aturning point that will determine
what the future of the country of 85 mil-
lion people will be in the short term
perspective, as well as in the long run.

Indeed, these elections may turn out
to be the most important and dramatic
in the history of the Republic of Turkey.
Turkish citizens will have to choose not
only between the current conservative,
centralized government and a diverse,
relatively decentralized opposition, but
also decide what form of government
Turkey will have. The opposition prom-
ises that if they win, the country will
return to the parliamentary governance
system, they will return millions of Syr-
ians living in the country, and they will
solve the economic challenges facing
Turkey (they published a 244-page plan
for this goal on January 30).

Theseelections willalso decide whether
the nearly 22-year rule and political
course of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and his Justice and Development Party
will continue. It should be noted that
during this time, the ruling party has
wonl3elections and 3referendums held
in the country, among them, the 2017
referendum, thanks to which Turkey
switched from a parliamentary to a
presidential system of governance.

Theseelections coincide with a Turkey
facing multiple economic challenges,
and this factor may have a significant
impact on the election results. Among
the setbacks are high inflation, devalu-
ation of the Turkish Lira, and increased
unemployment. These problems tradi-
tionally harm the rating of the acting
government in Turkey. If we look at the
results of the last local elections in 2019,
we can see that the victory of opposition
representatives in the big cities (Istan-
bul, Ankara, Izmir, etc.) was mainly
related to economicdifficulties, although,
in this case, the support of opposition
candidates by pro-Kurdish forces was

also an important factor.

However, the government is well aware
of the importance of the economic situ-
ation in relation to the outcome of the
elections. Erdogan has already begun
serious preparations to alleviate the
economic hardships of ordinary voters.
He mobilized tens of billions of US dol-
lars within the country and abroad to
maintain the exchange rate of the Turk-
ish Lira (for this purpose, the Central
Bank of Turkey in the past year, allocated
108 billion US dollars) and, with various
regulations, is trying to regulate the
increase of prices, especially with regard
sfood and rental prices. In January, it
significantly increased the minimum
wage - from 5,500 Lira (about 300 US
dollars) to 8,500 Lira (about 450 US dol-
lars).

These measures have had their posi-
tive effects, and Erdogan’s rating, and
that of the ruling party, increased by
several points, seeing them mainly tak-
ing the votes of undecided voters. How-
ever, no-one knows how long it will be
possible to maintain the exchange rate
with these methods, the devaluation of
which is perceived by the majority of
ordinary voters as an economic crisis.
From this, we can say that whichever
power wins in these elections, its main
issue will be the country’s economy.

In the upcoming elections, the politi-
cal forces are grouped as follows:

1. The ruling coalition, known as the
People’s Alliance, includes, in addition
to Erdogan’s conservative Justice and
Development Party, the far-right Nation-
alist Movement Party. Together, they
hold 335 mandates in the 600-member
parliament;

2. A rather diverse opposition union
known as the National Alliance (some-
times referred to as the “Table of Six”
due to the number of parties included
within it), which includes parties of six
different orientations (left-center, Kemal-
ist, right-center, and conservative).
Together, they hold 174 seats in the Turk-
ish Parliament;

3. The left-wing pro-Kurdish People's
Democratic Party, whose leader Selahat-
tin Demirtas has been imprisoned since
2016, serving a sentence on charges of
producing propaganda in favor of a ter-
rorist organization. The legal process is
ongoing against this political party itself
on charges of separatist activities. Cur-
rently, the People's Democratic Party in
the Turkish Parliament holds 56 mandates.

Recent public opinion polls show that

the ruling party is still the most popular,
and will most likely take most of the
votes. However, it is clear that it will not
be able to form a majority on its own.
Here, it will be of decisive importance
to what extent its partner, the National-
ist Movement Party, will be able to over-
come the 7% barrier required to enter
Parliament (accordingto the polls, today
the party is at the mentioned limit), and
how many of its representatives will
have mandates within the legislative
body.

The complex, mixed (majoritarian-
proportional) electoral system of Turkey
allows, for example, in the case of receipt
of 42% of the votes, the formation of a
majority in the parliament. However, for
this, it is necessary to win in those gov-
ernorates where the population is rela-
tively small. Such places are mainly prov-
inces of conservative sentiment, where
the ruling party is traditionally strong.

The official candidate for the presiden-
tial elections of the current ruling party
is,of course, the current president Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. The opposition has not
yet nominated its own unified presiden-
tial candidate (and are expected to do
so on February 14).

Among the possible candidates was
EkremImamoglu, the charismatic Mayor
of Istanbul from the left-centrist Repub-
lican People's Party, who in 2019 was
able to mobilize the votes of a large
number of citizens of both conservative,

left-wing, and Kurdish origin in the coun-
try's largest city, while defeating the
official candidate of the ruling party.

However, after Imamoglu was sentenced
to prison and ceased his political activ-
ity,the opposition wasleft withadilemma.
Activeinternal debates and consultations
are ongoing in the opposition on the
selection of acommon presidential can-
didate.

According to the results of the public
opinion poll, at the moment Erdogan is
still ahead and needs around 8-10% to
be able to win in the first round. Other-
wise, a second round will be scheduled
with an interval of two weeks. If this
happens, it will be decisive who will be
supported by the pro-Kurdish "People's
Democratic Party", which has distanced
itself from the ruling party. Those votes
are not guaranteed for the opposition
candidate either, however. If the candi-
date is left-leaning, his or her chances
of getting those votes increase, but if the
unified candidate of the opposition is a
right-wing nationalist, then it will be
difficult to mobilize Kurdish votes.

Nor can it be ruled out that one com-
peting force will win the presidential
elections and another will win the par-
liamentary elections. Inthis case, afierce
confrontation willlikely take place. Here,
we should also take into account that
after the transition to a new system of
governance, this will be the first prec-
edent of tension between different

branches of government, and no-one can
say how it will end.

Issues related to foreign policy are not
the main topic of these elections, and
when the majority of voters make their
choice, foreign policy matters will be of
less importance.

However, due to Turkey's military-
political and economic weight, the Turk-
ish presidential and parliamentary elec-
tions have an international dimension.
The opposition promises that in case of
victory, the country’s main objective will
be the acquisition of full membership in
the European Union. Turkey currently
has the status of a candidate member,
although the process of accession nego-
tiations was suspended for political rea-
sons. President Erdogan favors a more
balanced foreign policy, which we have
seen throughout his rule.

The Turkish presidential and parlia-
mentary elections, the country's foreign
and domestic policy, as well as the eco-
nomicsituationthere, are also important
for Georgia, asitslargest trading partner
for many years now has been the Repub-
lic of Turkey (as of 2022, the volume of
bilateral trade increased again and
amounted to 2.8 billion US dollars).

Considering all the above-mentioned
factors, we can assume that the presi-
dential and parliamentary elections in
Turkey will be a tense but extremely
interesting process, and certainly one to
watch.
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Furopean Parliament: Saakashvili's Ongon

ra

Detention is “lvanishvili’s Personal Vendetta”

BY ANA DUMBADZE

he European Parliament
adopted aresolution on the
condition of the former
president of Georgia, Mikheil
Saakashvili, urging the
authorities to pardon and release him.
Further, the European Parliament res-
olution calls for imposition of sanctions
against Bidzina Ivanishvili.

The resolution underlines the funda-
mental role that oligarch Bidzina Ivan-
ishvili has played in Mr. Saakashvili’s
ongoing detention “as part of a personal
vendetta”.

“Therefore, Parliament reiterates its
call onthe Council and democratic part-
ners to consider imposing sanctions on
Mr. Ivanishvili for his role in “the dete-
rioration of the political processin Geor-
gia”,” reads the resolution.

577 MEPs supported the resolution, 33
voted against it, and 26 abstained.

Bloomberg: Credit Suisse paid
Georgian Billionaire $2 10 million

redit Suisse Group AG says

it has paid $210 million to

date to billionaire Bidzina

Ivanishviliinalong-running

legal saga, Bloomberg
reports.

The bank has paid the sum “over time
for the proceedings across all the plain-
tiff’s accounts,” a spokesperson for the
Swisslender said by email. The statement
didn’t reveal a figure for the ongoing trial
in Singapore, or give a time frame for
when the money was paid out in a case
of fraud that was only detected in 2015.

“The statement is the most detailed
admission yet of how much the legal
wrangling is costing Credit Suisse glob-
allyand emerged amid closing arguments
atatwo-dayhearing in Singapore, which
will mark the end of a trial that began in
September.

Georgian tycoon Bidzina Ivanishvili
sued the bank’s trust unit for $800 mil-
lion in damages and lost income he said
he would have made over the years if
his money had been safely invested.
Patrice Lescaudron was convicted in

2018 for fraud over a scheme he ran to
take money from Ivanishvili’s accounts
to cover growing losses among other
clients’ portfolios.

Credit Suisse Trust has consistently
argued thatitsresponsibility was limited
toadministration of the assets belonging

to Bidzina Ivanishvili and that it was the
tycoon, or his Georgian business adviser,
who called the shots oninvestment deci-
sions and should be liable for any losses.
Lescaudron was a lone wolf who hid his
crimes from colleagues, according to the
bank,” reads the information.
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BLOG BY KAKHA GOGOLASHVILI, GFSIS SENIOR
FELLOW AND DIRECTOR OF EU STUDIES, FOR GFSIS

n the last few days, it came to light that one of the, to put it

mildly, Eurosceptic political groups had created and submit- INDEPITIAL AUDITOR

ted to Georgian Parliament a draft law that, similarly to the

Russian Federation, aims to label non-governmental organi-

zations that receive funding from foreign states, associations,
or international organizations as "agents of foreign influence" and
impose a number of restrictions upon them (90% of these organiza-
tions are funded as mentioned).

However, the bill has yet to be made public. According to the infor-
mation obtained by Radio Liberty, its main provisions include the
following principles: All non-entrepreneurial (non-commercial)
legal entities, including all non-governmental organizations, that
receive 20 percent or more of their yearly funding from a "foreign
power" will be considered agents of foreign influence, as will televi-
sion channels that receive 20 percent or more of their yearly funding
from a “foreign power” and mass media organizations, including
newspapers and online media outlets, that receive 20 percent or
more of their yearly funding from a “foreign power”. This strange
and somewhat confusing terminology - foreign power, is used to
refer to branches within foreign state government systems, citizens
of foreign countries, legal entities that are not based/founded in
Georgia, and organizations, including foundations, that are estab-
lished under the law of foreign states and/or international law.

According to this bill, it will be mandatory to register such organ-
izations in a separate register of "agents of foreign influence". They
will also be subject to administrative penalties for avoiding registra-
tion in the relevant database and will be subject to a special regime
of financial monitoring by the state.

A very similar sort of law was adopted by Russia in 2012, which
was highly criticized and deemed as discriminatory in resolutions
adopted by the European Parliament and the Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Council of Europe. 61 non-governmental organizations
in Russia filed an appropriate lawsuit in the European Court of
Human Rights of the Council of Europe, which, in a decision issued
on June 14, 2022, accused the Russian government of violating sev-
eral conventions of the Council of Europe as well as a convention
adopted under the auspices of the United Nations as a result of
this law.

In the justification of the issued decision, the court used the con-
clusions of authoritative organizations such as the Venice Commis-
sion, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, and
other influential international human rights organizations. All these
organizations point out that the main articles of the law, which refer
to the concept of "agent of foreign influence", separate registration
of such organizations, special monitoring measures and a special
regime of inspections, the method of financing, etc, are discrimina-
tory and unfair, and cannot be justified by arguments regarding
national security concerns. With this ruling, the Court of Human
Rights of the Council of Europe sought the repeal of the aforemen-
tioned law and the payment of adequate damages of more than one
million Euros to 61 non-governmental organizations as a result of
the harm to their reputation.

A similar law was also passed in 2017 by the Hungarian govern-
ment, which has recently taken amore Eurosceptic stance. The Court
of Justice of the European Union has since discussed the matter at
hand, and as a consequence, the court's ruling called for the repeal
of the discriminatory law by the Hungarian government. As is well
known, the decisions of the Court of Justice of the European Union
are final, irrevocable, and binding on the member states.

Aside from Hungary, no other EU member state has such a dis-
criminatory approach regarding the sources of funding of organiza-
tions. An exception is seen only in regard to the control mechanisms
established for the prevention of terrorism and financing of inter-
national crime, which exist in all democratic countries and have
nothing in common with the bill proposed in Georgia.

I'want tounderline the fact that the Georgia-EU Association Agree-

ment (2014) states the following in the preamble: “.. WILLING to contribute to the political,
socio-economic and institutional development of Georgia through wide-ranging cooperation
in a broad spectrum of areas of common interest, such as the development of civil society,
good governance, including in the field of taxation, trade integration and enhanced economic
cooperation, institution building, public administration and civil service reform and fight
against corruption, the reduction of poverty and cooperation in the field of freedom, security
and justice necessary to effectively implement this Agreement and noting the EU's readiness
to support relevant reforms in Georgia...”; That is, with this note, the government of Georgia
agrees to cooperate with the European Union for the development of civil society, which in
itself implies (as it happens in the case of all other types of cooperation) the granting of EU
fundingin projectsimplemented by local non-governmental organizations to support reforms.
Based on this record, any lawyer would view the "agents of foreign influence" law as an
attempt to undermine the spirit of the Association Agreement and the basic principles of
cooperation.

It is necessary that the Parliament of Georgia takes these circumstances into account and
does not allow such a bill to even be put to a vote (which would be a great shame for our
entire society and damaging for the country and its European future). If it does happen, the
Venice Commission will deem it unfavorable, the European Parliament will criticize it, the
European Commission will consider it as a setback for democracy, and, most importantly,
results will be transferred as a relevant record in the new recommendation of the European
Commission on granting Georgia candidate status for membership, which will be published
in September of this year. Conclusively, Georgia will fail to receive the long-awaited candi-
date status, and it will be unclear as to how much longer we will have to fight and fix the
resulting damage.

Hopefully, this topic will be actively and professionally covered by Georgian human rights
organizations and lawyers. In addition, I hope that appropriate attention will be given to this
matter by the entire civil society of Georgia.
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Retired Combat Pilot

Greg Bagwell on the
Power of the F16

Continued from page 1

Based on what they say they can do, you
would think they’d be more thanamatch
for Ukraine, and potentially more than
amatch for the West. But, actually, that's
never been borne out. On the surface,
they might have the capabilities, the
numbers, but if you don't have the logis-
tics support, the networks, the dataman-
agement, the supply chain, the armament
interface, the sensors, and perhaps even
more importantly, the level of training,
then your very expensive, very capable
machineisn'tableto performat the high-
estlevel ofits function. What we've seen,
particularly from the Russian Air Force,
is that they don't have the skills to get
the full potential from their platforms,
because their training israther regimen-
tal, formulaic; because they have set
processes and procedures. The West
doesn't fight like that. We're far more
fluid. We have the networks and the sen-
sors, and like to fight a far more fluid
battle. Russia’s not good at that. It's good
at military mass and pushing and over-
whelming, as proven in Syria and else-
where, but in Ukraine they met someone
that is thinking far more cleverly than
they are, and they're not able to catch it.
So I think that is a key part to why we
haven't seen Russian airpower. They're
also probably quite fearful of Ukraine,
and being shot down in Ukraine, losing
one of their high-end, rather expensive
and rather modern pieces of equipment
and compromisingtheintelligence. That’s
why they're relying on either indiscrim-
inate attacks or long range missiles that
only have a certain effect against fixed
targets, which more often than not tend
to be civilian in nature.

WHAT'S THE REASONING
BEHIND THE WEST NOT
SENDING THEIR F16S

TO UKRAINE?

I say we should, but there is a percep-
tion, falsely, in my view, that aircraft
cross some red line as to what is accept-
abletoRussiainorder tosupport Ukraine.
And, of course, Russia would want that
impression to go on, because the last
thing they need a western aircraft trou-
bling them over the skies of Ukraine. I
think the view is that aircraft can be

offensive in nature and clearly strike a
lot deeper and can go into Russian ter-
ritory. There’s the assumption that Putin
will see that as a step too far and will
react potentially very disproportionately.
And thereisaconcernthat it might drag
other nations, NATO, into the conflict.
Everyone's trying to avoid escalation.
And that's the question here: Are we, in
gifting aircraft, going to push Russiainto
a very different response either against
Ukraine or potentially against support-
ing nations? ButIdon’t think so. Asmuch
as Russia doesn’t want to see a modern
aircraft on the front line, I don't think
it's going to push them into doing some-
thing irrational.

Ithink if jets are used in a limited role,
particularly for the defense of Ukraine,
it can’t be seen as escalatory: It’s merely
giving the toolsto anation forit to defend
itssovereignborders, in accordance with
international law. There's nothing there
that you can pick holes in. Some thought
tanks were astep too far, but we've busted
through that glass ceiling.

WITH THE TANKS, THE WEST
DRAGGED THEIR FEET, THEN
CAVED. WILL WE SEE A
REPEAT WITH THE JETS?

We were talking very early on last year
about potentially gifting MIG 29s from
former Eastern European Soviet bloc
nations to Ukraine. That fell foul because
Poland didn't want to gift them directly
and asked America to effectively be the
third party agent, but America didn't
want to be seen as the agent. There are
diplomaticissuesinthebackground here
about what canand can'tbe gifted. There
are multiple nations that can donate F16s.
It doesn't have to be America, America
just has to give permission. F16s aren’t
the only answer. But because of what it
can do, because of how many there are,
because of the fact that we can have
multiple donors, sono one ortwo nations
would necessarily be singled out, it offers
areally strong case for why that aircraft
is potentially the right answer. It may be
in the calculation of the US President
that as long as he's not the person that
gifts the aircraft directly, then it might
be acceptable.

Unfortunately, we're seeing a diplo-
matic political dance here to get to a
place where everyone cango. It frustrates

me because it takes time to learn about
a new aircraft and all the systems and
situations you’ll need. Ukraine will do
it far faster than normal, yes, but the
tanks will be going in soon, and as it
stands, they’ll be going in without air
support. We’re trying to help Ukraine
fight this war in phases, without giving
them all the tools they need.

GIVING UKRAINE JUST
ENOUGH NOT TO LOSE AND
NOT ENOUGH TO WIN?

Yes, that’s the danger here. Nobody but
Russia wants to see Russia win. Their
losing might be enough to put all the
problems onto Putin, for aregime change,
for the collapse of that particular organ-
ization. But that would be paid for in the
lives of Ukrainians. That’s a moral step
that I struggle to accept. If we were to
give them the tools now, they could get
to that position far more quickly. There
is a danger here that people are making
a calculation that by drip feeding just
enough, they won't lose, but they won’t
necessarily win, and that gives time for
other things to take place and maybe a
resolution will be made. That's a very
strange way to fight a war against an
aggressor who's broken every interna-
tional law. I really struggle with that
position.

We shouldn't just see this as how to
win the war that's coming this spring;
we need to think about how we can win
peace too. Having enough aircraft with
the longevity to go for the next 10 - 15
years is just as important a considera-
tion. AndIthink Ukraine would be wrong
to think too short-term: If we're going
to do this, let's do it properly: Let's make
sure that they've got a solution for the
next decade too.

WHAT ARE THE TRAINING

/ LOGISTICAL HINDRANCES
BROUGHT UP AS AN
ARGUMENT AGAINST GIFTING
THE F165? HOW LONG WOULD
IT TAKE TO TRAIN UKRAINIAN
TROOPS TO LEARN?

If you were a combat pilot already, had
already flown the MiG 29 in combat, and
let's be honest, Ukraine right now has
some of the most experienced combat
pilots in the world by dint of the last
year, and I hope many of them are still

going strong, then somebody of that
caliber would be able to transfer on to
a new aircraft within about six to eight
weeks. Now that's quite aggressive, but
doable with virtual reality simulation,
by not having to learn every trick in the
book and every system - they could do
the basics. Essentially, all airplanes fly
the same. Up, down, left, right; the same
throttles; go forward, go faster, come
back, go slow. Using the radar, employ-
ing the weapons, locking up targets
requires a little bit of finesse, but you
won't be surprised to know that modern
Western aircraft have got that down to
a relatively fine art. So it is learnable in
a relatively quick time.

Slightly more difficult is the maintain-
ers learning how to keep the airplane
serviceable, make it work, get the weap-
ons on it- that takes some time. But,
again, it'snot rocket science. With virtual
reality, a maintainer could be sat there
with a camera on his head with some-
bodyback wherever talking him through
the processes. There are lots of different
ways that we could make this work. And
modernaircraft these days, it's not about
lifting the hood and getting your wrench
out and mucking about and hitting it
with hammers. It's mostly box in, box
out.

My personal opinion is that this has
been used as an excuse as to why they
can't be sent because it's a rather con-
venient excuse. They've been fighting
now for a year; they could have done the
full course twice over. So let's stop using
the reason that there's not enough time
and get to the real truth, which is when
are you going to get the courage to do
what's right, because the training will
happen. Ukraine will make it work - if
they can learn how to operate three dif-
ferent main battle tanks in afew months,
they can learn how to operate an F16.

JUST HOW MUCH OF A GAME-
CHANGER WOULD WESTERN-
MANUFACTURED FIGHTER
JETS BE? CAN UKRAINE

GET BY WITHOUT THEM?

Ukraine has clearly been an incredible
nation in so many different ways - not
only the resilience of the entire nation
tojust keep going, but to be able to effec-
tively dull a country of so much greater
in size, aggression, military might, etc.
and hold them at bay. I mean, it’s unbe-
lievable. In many ways, Ukraine is its
own worst enemy, because we don't see
how desperate the situation is when
everyone thinks Ukraine is achieving
great victories. There are times when
they have, but actually, they are still
under extreme pressure. Half the prob-
lem is trying not to oversell how well
Ukraine has done, even though they have
done extremely well. They've clearly
beenable to match the Russian Air Force
to a large extent, on the terms that they
can, though some of these longer range
missiles are harder to attack. And yes,
some of that is done through Surface to
Air Systems rather than air to air sys-
tems. I'd like to believe Ukraine will find
a way no matter what. So it isn't a deal
breaker, but I think the risks are too high
of them losing if we don't help them to
the maximum extent.

TELL US MORE ABOUT THE F16.

The F16 has good radar, it can fly well
above the majority of the Russian sound
systems in the area, apart from the very,

very specialized ones. It has a weapon
system tied to that radar that can engage
the vast majority of Russian aircraftlong
before they canattackit. The Fl6 doesn't
have the quite the same stealth charac-
teristics of something like an F35 or F22.
But I've fought against the F16. I've had
the odd trip in one but I've also fought
against it. It's tiny, hard to see on radar,
even harder to see in the air with the
naked eye. The F16 is not called a viper
for nothing: It's a vicious, nasty, danger-
ous little airplane. And if T was a Russian
pilot with 100 hours training in an air-
craft, I'd be nervous about whether my
weapons would really work, because I've
never been allowed to use them in train-
ing or wartime; I'd be shit scared of get-
ting airborne and wondering whether
there's an F16 up there.

If we can take Russian airpower and
limit its influence on the battlefield and
over Ukraineingeneral, that gives Ukraine
breathing space, which is then going to
allow the Combined Arms effect of the
artillery, the HIMARS, the tanks and
everything else, to operate without any
concern about what's above. That will
be hugely powerful.

If Putin needs to think long-term about
what he's going to end up showing his
few allies: That the Russian equipment
is no good, that Western airpower and
ground power is ultimately way better
than the Russian Kkit. It’s going to send
powerful messages to his allies about
what they should be buying or what they
can trust. And it's going to send ripples
through an army and an air force that
suddenly no longer has confidence inits
equipment.

HOW DETRIMENTAL COULD

IT BE FOR UKRAINE IF

THE WEST REFUSES TO

SUPPLY THOSE JETS?

If the West chooses to limit its help to
tanks, it sends a very poor message to
Ukraine. It says, “we'll help you as much
as we can, but we're not going to give
you everything.” And that will not help
Ukraine’s morale or their belief that
we've got their back, and we should have
their back. I think it will also send a
strong message to Russia that there is
actually a red line. And if Putin pushes
hard enough he can force us to modify
our behavior. And in that way he wins,
because he keeps Ukraine at a level he
thinks he can get away with.

By giving the jets, we do two things:
We embolden Ukraine, and we frighten
Russia. They don't come into Ukraine
very much as it is, but when you've got
an F16 up there with an AIM-120
AMRAAM [Advanced Medium Range
Air to Air Missile], you'll be lucky to see
any of them. It’s going to modify Russian
behavior in the air. It won't stop them
firing missiles from hundreds of miles
away. It won't stop s400 Surface to Air
Systems engaging from outside Ukrain-
ian soil. But it's going to send a powerful
message to Russia that the West is not
going to back down: “It’s about Ukraine
not losing, and if you want to keep doing
this, you're going to come up against the
full might of Westernindustry and equip-
ment, and we have a lot more than you
do. And if that's the way you want to go,
then you will lose and you will be so
weak that you won't be able to stay in
power; you will not be able to carry on
the way you are with your international
politics.”
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SHANGRI LA TBILISI SPONSORS
THE BAKURIANI-2023 IN GEORGIA

bilities competed in different disciplines
and gave it all to achieve their goals.
Despite the competition, the participants
enthusiastically cheered each other on.

Nino Sabashvili, who uses a wheelchair,
won and took the transitional trophy to

Kareli for one year. The second place
went to the totally blind Natalya Gor-
gisheli from Thilisi, and the third place
went to the visually impaired Fotina
Khuroshvili from Tbilisi. The winners
were awarded with diplomas and medals.

he Bakuriani-2023 para-
skiingchampionshipamong
girls is starting to become
agoodtraditionIn Georgia.
Being part of the "Active
life is my nature" project, it was the sec-
ond time for the championship, which
was held in the Bakuriani village, organ-
ized by the Youth Media Union and with
the general sponsorship of entertainment

center Shangri La Thilisi.

Started last year, the event gathers
women with disabilities for team and
individual sport competitions. Women
with disabilities living in Thbilisi, Rustavi,
Marneuli, Gori, Zugdidi and Kutaisi came
for the para-skiing championship, which
included participants who were totally
blind, deaf, with spinal cord injuries,
disabled and wheelchair users.

Thisyear, women suffering frombreast
cancer from the organization "Europa
Dona" were added to the team. Also, for
the first time, the administration of the
Nadzaladevi district was involved in the
project, sending a team of 3 people to
Bakuriani and giving them agreat oppor-
tunity to participate in the championship.

The championship was held in a very
exciting atmosphere. 18 girls with disa-

Terabank Summarizes the Results o

Small and Medium Businesses

erabank has summarized the portfolio

of small and medium businesses and

theresults of the projectsimplemented

in this direction in 2022. The bank

published positive and growing indi-
cators in terms of this strategic segment which was
also positively influenced by initiatives supporting
small and medium businesses.

Last year, Terabank significantly increased busi-
ness financing: the credit portfolio increased by
28.4%, and the deposit portfolio - by 61.8%. As for
the total number of micro, small and medium busi-
ness clients, this indicator increased by 32%.

During 2022, Terabank continued to intensively
continue its partnership with state funding pro-
grams which had a positive effect on the growth
ofthe corresponding credit portfolio. In particular,
18% of the loans issued by the “Produce in Georgia”
programs come to Terabank. In cooperation with
the Rural Development Agency, Terabank financed
a total of 70 businesses, thereby supporting the
development of local manufacturing and tourism
industries, employment and the growth of the
country's economy.

For Terabank, the year 2022 was particularly dis-
tinguished by activities promoting smalland medium
businesses. One of them was an online business
catalog which included 100 Georgian businesses
and was posted on Terabank's website and Face-
book page. The catalog served as a kind of guide
and introduced Internet users to the products and
services of Terabank's small and medium business
customers. With its help, any interested person
had the opportunity to view the catalog, contact
the manufacturer, purchase the desired product
and become a participant in the success of the busi-
ness.

In 2022, Terabank continued with its successful
initiative of holding informational meetings with
business customers throughout Georgia in order
to familiarize them with the bank's products and
services, the programs of “Produce in Georgia”
and the Rural Development Agency, preferential
loans and other opportunities. In order to share
useful information and knowledge, webinars were

actively held for business customers. A total of
eight webinars were held in 2022 on topics such
as digital sales, strategic planning and financing,
agribusiness management, labor shortages, renew-
able energies, etc.

During the last year, Terabank worked actively

to raise the awareness of and the promotion of its
business customers. The bank presented their
activities through mass media and its own digital
media channels.

In2023, supporting smalland medium businesses
remains an important priority for Terabank. In

TERABANK PUBLISHES 2022 RESULTS
FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM BUSINESS

( 2550000 | terabank.ge

the process of development of this direction, spe-
cial attention will be paid to offering agro and
startup loan products, the promotion of women
and young entrepreneurs and the implementation
of supporting initiatives for this part of the com-
munity.
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Georgia and the End of the
Post-Soviet Era. Part 1

—

ANALYSIS BY EMIL AVDALIANI

n this article, I will try to single
out some geopolitical processes
thatare nowadays affecting Geor-
gia and the South Caucasus in
general. These trends are of a
long-term nature and often attract far
less attention in the Georgian analytical
and scholarly circles. The importance
of these processes is, however, unequiv-
ocal - it can be said that the post-Soviet
erainthe South Caucasus hasended and
a new period characterized by many
challenges and opportunities hasbegun.

Today, crises and hostilities surround-
ing Georgia have anegative effect on the
security of the country. It is hard not to
agree with this opinion. However, as will
be shown below, this chaotic situation
could also help to elevate Georgia’s geo-
political role in the region, and in the
long term, could facilitate the country’s
further approximation with Western
(EU) institutions.

Let us start with the Western policy
towards the Black Sea region. In light of
the ongoing war in Ukraine, NATO and
the European Union are preparing for a
more active role in the wider Black Sea
region. This does not mean that Moldova,
Ukraine and Georgia will definitely join
NATO and the European Union in the
near future, although it can be said for

gy, =T
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sure that the military-economic activity
of the West will increase dramatically.
The infrastructure projects announced
at the moment and the granting of EU
perspective/candidate status to Moldova,
Ukraine and Georgia clearly indicate
one thing: A new phase of confrontation
between the West and Russia has begun,
where the Black Searegion and the South
Caucasus will take center stage.

Today, Georgia plays a far bigger role
in the Black Sea region than it did before
2022. The reason is simple: The collec-
tive West needs direct land connection
to the Caspian region, Central Asia, and
China, which bypasses Russian territory.

Georgia is practically the only corridor
for this, and though it was an important
player until 2022, against the background
of the currently changing trade and tran-
sit routes, the country’s role has signifi-
cantly increased. It can be safely argued
that Georgia has never been in such a
comfortabletransit positioninits history.
Neither in the 1990s, nor in the 19th cen-
tury, when oil was exported from Baku
to Georgia’s Black Sea ports, nor in the
golden age of Georgian history, when at
the beginning of the 13th century, during
the reign of Queen Tamar, the Georgian
kingdom controlled regional traderoutes.

However, caution is needed here. In

themodern era, Georgiashould not only
beanattractive transit country,but rather
should start thinking beyond its role as
atransit geography. Transit is important
and should be a major tool in the posi-
tioning of the country. But it should not
bethe sole cornerstone of foreign policy.
In today's changing geopolitical situa-
tioninthe wider Black Searegion, Geor-
giais presented with much more oppor-
tunities to strengthen its role, which
should include the use of other foreign
policy components along with the geo-
graphic transit.

A second important process is taking
place in the immediate neighborhood of

Georgia. Azerbaijan, victorious in the
second Nagorno-Karabakh War, faced a
difficult reality. Its lightning military
success and subsequent pressure on a
weakened Armenia caused great resent-
ment in Iran. Baku and Tehran entered
into a long-term and, most importantly,
much larger-scale rivalry. Where, since
the 1990s, the threat to Azerbaijan has
come only from Armenia, from now on,
Baku's careful gaze is on both the west-
ern and southern borders.

There is no doubt that Azerbaijan and
Iran will try to maintain pragmatism in
their bilateral relations, but as time goes
on, it will become increasingly difficult
to do so. From the point of view of the
Islamic Republic, akind of Turkic-speak-
ing arc is being established along its
northern border, and the only missing
link for its complete formation is Arme-
nia’s southernmost Syunik province.

Iran's opening of a consulate in Kapan
(an important city of Syunik) in 2022
wasapolitical message that Tehran would
oppose border changes in the South
Caucasus and more specifically in Arme-
nia. To this should be added Iran’s annual
military exercises near the border of
Azerbaijan,and Tehran’s much strength-
ened economic and political relations
with Armenia.

Emil Avdaliani is a professor at European
University and the Director of Middle East
Studies at the Georgian thinktank, Geocase.
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The Fight to Save the Turkish Animals Caught in the Earthquake

BY KATIE RUTH DAVIES

he combined death toll in

Turkey and Syria from the

powerful and devastating

7.8 magnitude earthquake

that hit on February 6 has
now risen above 41,000. And as people
are still being rescued from the rubble,
aparallelrescue operation, one less well
documented, hasbeen ongoing: The one
to save the animals.

Nilgun Engin, animal activist, organ-
izer of the Ankara Save Chapters and
Regional Liaison for the Middle Eastand
South Africa, Animal Save Tiirkiye and
endorser of the Plant Based Treaty, spared
a few moments away from the tragic
chaos to tell GEORGIA TODAY what
the situation is like on the ground.

HOW DID THE EARTHQUAKE
AFFECT PEOPLE'S PETS?

It’s sincerely impossible to describe the
scale of the destruction in Turkey and
Syria. After one week, many now say that
multiple neighborhoods and perhaps cit-
ies have been wiped off the map. It’s so
hard to describe what happened without
tearing up. So many different things hap-
pened to pets. There are birds and mice,
for instance, who are kept inside cages.
This instantly limited their ability to
escape when the earthquake hit and the
buildings collapsed, even after, if they
survived. Dogsand catshad more chances
to get out, but they panic, and sometimes
gointo hiding in the rubble, which makes
it even harder to locate and rescue them.
Sometimes, when a building is not safe
to enter (after assessments made by the
search-and-rescue specialists), no-one is
allowed to go inside even if the building
is standing. At that point, even if you can
see a pet sitting looking out a window,
you can’t do anything. If we’re lucky and
can get a crane onto a street with no road
blocks, we canreach the pet from outside

and take it out the window, unless the
animal gets scared and runs deeper into
thebuilding. Sometimes, we come across
animals on the streets and roads. A week
onsince the earthquake and, all this time,
no animal outside was able to find any
food or water. For such animals, it comes
as pure relief when we approach with
water for them to drink.

WHAT IS THE CURRENT
SITUATION ON THE GROUND?
It is utter chaos and utter suffering. The
humandeathtollisreportedtobearound
40,000. The United Nations estimates
that this figure will double. But the ani-
mallossisunreported andundocumented,
unfortunately. As if that’s not enough,
since the first quakes, around 2500 more
earthquakes have occurred in the same
areas, with 3-4-5magnitudesinvariation,
and they keep happening.

No-one is saying that they are not okay,
though. Everyone says that they are
“doing fine,” just so as not to distract one

another's focus. We will cry about eve-
rything later.

HOW ARE YOU (AND

OTHERS) HELPING?

We’re all super focused on the tasks we
have listed. Animal Save Tiirkiye is a
group of 20 people with all kinds of jobs.
‘We normally live in Ankara, Istanbul and
Izmir, but now we are working in shifts
to go to Kahramanmaras, Gaziantep,
Malatya, Adiyaman, and Hatay (Antakya),
and wherever else our help is needed.
We are delivering pet food, pet carriers,
as well as water, food, blankets, baby for-
mula, diapers and hygiene supplies for
the survivors. We provide rescue transfer
support to animals in need. We have res-
cued and transferred dozens of cats, as
well as several dogs and birds, from sev-
eral cities. As of February 13, we have
rescued 35 animals in total and almost all
ofthemhave beenbrought to safety, while
someare inthe process of transportation.
While one group sets up a mobile soup
station, others continue their search for
thelost orleft animals. Surviving animals
are being brought back to Ankara and
Izmir to safety, as the next group loads
the supplies and items and heads back
into the disaster zone.

Many of our friends are risking their
lives to enter damaged buildings to res-
cue animals, but this is something we
feel we must do. We work in shifts and
give veterinary care to the animals that
are being rescued from collapsed build-
ings or found wandering the streets. We
are searching for homes for animals that
lost their owners or need special care,
while a part of the team stays inthe areas
working withlocal vets and rescue teams.
They feed the stray animals and take in
the animals after they’re seen by a vet.
We take each and every animal that we
find or rescue to a vet for a preliminary
check to see if the animal is able to be
transported, because in some cases the
journey can take 20 hours by car due to
road blocks and heavy winter conditions.
Not even the weather is on our side.

Our non-mobile teams are supporting

us online, taking calls for help; forward-
ing them to the respective team on the
ground; managing the social media
accounts where we receive dozens of
reports, tips,news and calls; sharing what
we’ve been doing and updates about the
callsthat have been dispatched; fundrais-
ing; communicating with vets formedical
procedures for the rescued animals; coor-
dinating the adoption procedures for the
rescued animals with volunteering new
homes, and probably many more things
that I cannot think of at this moment.

WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES
FACING YOU NOW?

Search and rescue coordination is
extremely difficult considering the scale
of the disaster. The number of organiza-
tions and initiatives for animal search
and rescue is clearly not enough. For
instance, when we reach a call for help,
the animal in need might have run off
or got lost under the rubble. No-one is
able to keep up with all the scared, lost
or wounded animals. Insufficient coop-
eration also harms our efforts, as we end
up wasting our energy, time and resources
answering such calls for help.

WHAT CAN WE IN

GEORGIA DO TO HELP?

Even sharing this interview would be a
great help. We are working hard under
very difficult circumstances, surrounded
by death and suffering. Yet, we want to
continue our efforts for all animals,
whether lostinbuildings or left on farms.
We want to be able to keep sharing pos-
itive stories. We can use all the support
and visibility we can get, because it will
matter for each and every cat, dog, bird,
mouse, horse and sheep. After following
our efforts, if you wish to contribute in
a way, please consider donating via our
GoFundMe account and sharing the
incredible stamina and patience that our
teams have been displaying.

The link for our GoFundMe account:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-
animal-save-turkey
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THE ISET ECONOMIST

A BLOG ABOUT ECONOMICS AND THE SOUTH CAUCAUS

www.iset-pi.ge/blog

The ISET Policy Institute (ISETPI, www.isetpi.ge] is an independent thinktank associated with the Infernational School of Economics at TSU (ISET). Our blog carries economic analysis of current events and policies in Georgia and the South Caucasus region ranging from agriculture, to economic
growth, energy, labor markets and the nexus of economics, culture and religion. Thought-provoking and fun to read, our blog posts are written by international faculty teaching at ISET and recent graduates representing the new generation of Georgian, Azerbaijani and Armenian economists.

Air Quality in Georgia: Need for Urgent Policy Solutions

Figure 2. The share of economic sectors in the total emission of pollutants into
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ccordingtothe World Health

Organization (WHO) data-

base, in just 2019, 5,220

people were estimated to

have died due to air pollu-
tion in Georgia. In other words, accord-
ing to such estimates, there are 130.6
ambient air pollution-related fatalities
per 100,000 Georgians annually - a sig-
nificantly higher number than most
western European countries, and even
higher than Armenia and Azerbaijan in
the region (Figure 1).

AIR POLLUTION -
COUNTRY OUTLOOK
According to the Center on Emission
Inventories and Projections (EMEP),
around 82% of Georgia’s total particulate
matter (PM) emissions derive from the
industry and energy sectors (mainly
wood consumption for heating) (Figure
2). Agriculture was responsible for emit-
ting 86% of ammonia, industry caused
95% sulfur oxide emissions, while 93%
of carbon monoxide emissions came
from the transportation and energy sec-
tors. Thus, policymakers should pay
special attentionto these notable sectors.
Compared to other European countries,
Georgia has significantly worse indoor
and outdoor air pollution (World Bank,
2020). On a yearly average, particulate
matter concentrations are greater than
those deemed safe for human health.
Respiratory diseases associated with air
pollution are also increasing in urban
areas because of emissions in cities.

AIR POLLUTION IN TBILISI

Economic growth and rising income
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levels are likely to urge people in rural
areas to transfer to safer fuels for cook-
ing and heating, and to improve indoor
air quality. Nevertheless, the problem of
outdoor air pollution cannot be self-
correcting, at least in the short term.
Ratherimmediate increasesineconomic
activity and rising car ownership are
expected to cause greater air pollution
in Georgiancitiesuntil thetrend reverses.!
Looking at the growth dynamics of the
number of vehicles in Georgia, the trend
is linear and upward-sloping: Car own-
ership has been constantly increasing,
by approximately 70,000-80,000 units
per year.? Notably, data from Geostat
also highlights that only 7% of the vehi-
cles owned in 2021 were hybrid or elec-
tric (significantly, the growth rate of the
share of hybrid/electric vehicles in the
total is decreasing).

As another contributing factor, the
Georgian population is distributed une-
venly, with most people living in the
capital (approximately 60% in 2022,
according to Geostat data). Notably,
around one-third of all vehicles are owned
by the population of Thilisi.

Pollution from vehiclesis not the only
source of air pollution in Tbilisi. The
industry sector also egregiously con-
tributes to total emissions throughout
the city.? Thilisi typically dominates
most economic and non-economic
parameters among the cities of Georgia,
thus, the fact that it is the most polluted
city in Georgia hardly comes as a sur-
prise. The data on air pollutants in Tbi-
lisi shows that pollution has increased
continuously over the last three years
(Figure 3). In 2020, there was a signifi-
cant drop because of Covid-19; with
lower traffic and limited operation of
factories there were reduced emission
levels in that period. Nevertheless, one
cannot claim that there is a significant
downward trend.

Figure 1. Ambient air pollution aftributable death rate (per 100,000 population), 2019
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POLICIES IN PLACE

The Government of Georgiahas actively
been working to improve air quality
control in Georgia. The policies imple-
mented in recent years include regulat-
ing the emission ofhazardous substances
from the industry, transportation, and
construction sectors, a focus on urban
planning, and promoting green spaces
in urban areas.

The regulation of industry-released
emissions includes instructions regard-
ing the control of potential accidents at
industrial sites and the procedures firms
must go through during accidents to
minimize the emission of hazardousinto
the atmosphere.* In July 2018, the Gov-
ernment of Georgia introduced the air
quality standard, which determines the
target levels for different atmospheric
substances. The ordinance also identi-
fiesthatinformation onair quality should
be publicly available in the form of an
annual report. Moreover, information
about the concentration of pollutants in
the air should be updated, at least daily,
and if possible, in some regions, even
hourly.’

Multiple steps were also introduced to
reduce vehicle-induced emissions. The
first step towards reducing such emis-
sions was the fuel quality control mech-
anism. Within this mechanism, the sul-
furic content in petrol and diesel
decreased by 25 times and six times,
respectively (from 2012 to 2017 and from
2012 to 2019, respectively). Since 2017,
Georgiahasused Euro5standard petrol.
Furthermore, in 2018 there was no trace
of lead detected in numerous gasoline
samples.® Since 2016, the policy has also
tried incentivizing consumers to switch
to modern electric or hybrid vehicles.
Namely, the excise tax on hybrid cars
less than six years old more than halved,
while the same tax on old fuel-combus-
tion vehicles doubled or even tripled
(depending on the car’s age). The tariff
on the import of electric vehicles was
also reduced to zero. As a result, the
import of hybrid cars increased by 20
times in 2018 compared to 2015. Further-
more, in 2017, the excise tax on petrol
imports doubled, and diesel almost tri-
pled. Consequently, petrol and diesel
fuel consumption reduced by 10% in
20177 Finally, in 2018,amodern, effective,
and mandatory periodicroadworthiness
testing system for all categories of vehi-
cles was introduced and implemented
to reduce hazardous emissions from
older vehicles.

POLICY CHALLENGES AND THE

the air in Georgia, 2019
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NEED FOR URGENT SOLUTIONS
Despite various policies, including air
quality plans in several big cities, the
country still needs to reach its targeted
pollutionlevels, which necessitates addi-
tional policy measures. From simple
anecdotal evidence, it becomes clear
that the technical inspection enforce-
ment mechanismstillneedstoberevised.

Furthermore, as highlighted, the share
of electric and hybrid cars in the total
fleet is still negligible, while the trend
for car ownership keeps increasing.
Therefore, urban transport policies and
practices play a critical role in incentiv-
izing the reverse of increasing car own-
ership and helping switch to municipal
transport.

Alongside car ownership, thebooming
constructionsector hasalsobeenreplac-
inggreen spaces, contributingtoincreas-
ing dust levels in the atmosphere.®
Moreover, the Russianinvasion of Ukraine
in part redirected the Asian trade route
to Georgia, thus increasing road traffic
and the emissions from diesel-fueled
trucks (Leijen, 2022).

Thus, first and foremost, technical
inspections mustbe adequately enforced,
and therules should become more strin-
gent. At the same time, the necessary
infrastructure for electric vehicles should
be implemented, in a timely manner, to
incentivize their use. Furthermore, pol-
icymakers should pay special attention
to the development of green public
transport to decrease the popularity of
private car ownership and reduce traffic
jam-induced air pollution.

Besides which, residential buildings
should not substitute green spaces,
instead they should be widely incorpo-

rated into their construction. Policymak-
ers should alsoimpose, and follow, more
stringent regulations for construction-
induced air pollution and ensure the
provision of more green spaces for citi-
zens.

Additionally, if road transit increases
throughout the country, the authorities
should demand either air pollution filters
for cars or install emission absorbers
across highways.

Beyond these factors, it is essential to
increase awareness among people about
the severity of the topic. This would
encourage them to take social responsi-
bility for air pollution and require poli-
cymakers to press for more radical
policy changes.

Finally, it is of utmost importance that
the country develops a green growth
strategy that incorporates air quality
issues and helps Georgia comply with
the European standards of living, thereby
creating a safe environment for future
generations.

CONCLUSION

International and local research has
demonstrated how air pollution can
impact human health drastically. Fur-
thermore, a preliminary analysis has
shown that the number of Georgian
policies to combat air pollution and avoid
pollution-induced diseases and fatalities
areinsufficient toreverse negative trends.
Notably,economic growth, without con-
sidering the green growth agenda, would
in fact worsen the situation. Therefore,
preventive measures, bothsocietally and
from policymakers, should be taken
simultaneously to avoid fatal conse-
quences.

Figure 3. Air pollutants in Thilisi by years, mg/m3
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! The environmental Kuznets curve hypothesis suggests that environmental pollution
increases at the beginning of economic growth. However, economic growth allows
environmental remediation when it passes a certain income level.

2 |nfo.police.ge

3 Metallurgical industries, mineral industries, toxic waste management, chemical
industries, food industries, storage and distribution of oil and oil products, etc. Source:
https://air.gov.ge/

4 ﬁﬁps://mctsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/1 1195182publication=0

5 https://matsne.gov.ge/ka/document/view/42776112publication=0

¢ https://air.gov.ge/en/pages/4/62news_event_id=1

7 Air Quality Portal.

8 Residential Real Estate in Thilisi, 2022.
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Reproductology, the Savior of Sakartvelo
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BLOG BY NUGZAR B. RUHADZE

o doubt all of us need a
doctor’s help, but there is
one particular speciality
in the medicinal world
which our Sakartvelo
needs more than anything else to sur-
vive: Reproductology! Some might think

Professor Archil Khomasuridze at the conference d

= A

edicate

o

to him last week.

this another tongue-in-cheek statement
from me, but it’s not. Reproductology is
needed in Georgia more than any man-
ganese ore, trade with Turkey, peace
with Russia, American help, European
precepts on human rights and democ-
racy, return of our annexed territories,
tanks and rockets, sporting medals or
the notorious rivalry within our multi-
party political spectrum. And why is
that? This nation has plunged into a

demographic lethargy; it has to open its
tightly closed eyes and energy valves as
soon as possible, and start multiplying
without any delay.

Daringly visualizing Georgia’s future,
nothing makes sense if the saddening
UN prognosis that this nation might in
the near future start dwindling away is
made real. There is no loftier obligation
for ethnic Georgian men and women
than to get married and embark on rear-

ingnew sons and daughters for the nation
in big numbers. Sadly, not all those men
and women are healthy enough for repro-
duction, though, and thisis exactly where
Human Reproductology comes in as the
provider for Georgia’s existential neces-
sity.

The conception and construction of
the Department of Reproductology,
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University by
Professor Archil Khomasuridze was one
of the most notable and appreciable
steps, purposefully undertaken by this
Georgian doctor with immense profes-
sional experience under his belt. The
never-tiring Khomasuridze, who hasjust
turned 81, went even further by organ-
izing a Medical Residency Program in
the popular subject of Reproductology,
giving a unique chance for young doc-
tors to grow and learn. Both the Chair
and the Program enjoy a powerful clin-
ical basis, called the Archil Khomasur-
idze Institute of Reproductology, which
has been up and running in Thilisi for
the last ten years. Before, for almost
thirty years, Khomasuridze was at the
head of the famous Zhordania Institute
of Human Reproduction, having given
life to thousands of infants and having
granted the bliss and honor of mother-
hood to just as many women.

On February 11, his birthday, Professor
Khomasuridze was awarded the Tbilisi
State University Gold Medal for his out-
standing role in the field of reproductol-
ogy, and for his exceptional efforts to
strengthen this particular branch of the
Georgianmedical school. Khomasuridze
is courageously defying his age, and vig-
orously continues working on the devel-
opment of this valuable and indispensa-
ble medical field, being internationally
recognized as one of the founding fathers
of modern reproductology in the world.
He is sincerely proud of his God-given
shareinalife that serves women's health
in general, and female fertility in par-
ticular. Working under the professional
motto of ‘Reproductology First & Fore-

most’, his medical team, with more than
half a century of experience in various
remedial fields and directions, does not
even want to imagine that their beloved
guru will someday opt to retire. It’s cer-
tainly not in his character! He will never
decide to leave alone the family he has
nurtured with love, care and knowledge.
‘They are all my kids and the inheritors
of all that I own’, he once told me mov-
ingly with a dimmed flash of his watered
eyes.

Teamwork capability, practical and
theoretical synergy, synthesis of tradi-
tional and innovative style of work,
external contacts and scientific depth
- these are the assets that Professor
Khomasuridze puts to use in his regular
labor day, which covers medical fields
like gynecology, including children’sand
adolescents’ medical problems, endo-
crinology, reproductology, mammalogy,
urology and sexology, saying nothing
about the myriad useful services they
offer to the public on a daily basis. Kho-
masuridze is assisted by ateam of highly
qualified specialists in each of these
fields, elegantly and successfully headed
by his right hand, the clinical director
of the institute, Dr. Lali Pkhaladze.

Incidentally, the same day, February
11, a scientific conference was held,
dedicated to Professor Khomasuridze,
and titled ‘Reproductive Education in
Georgia’. The reports and analytical
theses that were heard at the confer-
ence were all on the highest level of
contemporary medical developments
in the field. How many among the 195
member countries of the United Nations
might afford, and would be able to offer
to its society, a medical conference of
this level, all prepared and executed by
local scientific cadres and based on the
long-accumulated national medical lore?
The delighted octogenarian professor,
as young as he actually looks and feels,
proudly listened to the voices of his
former and current students, who have
definitely lived up to their great men-
tor’s expectations.

Natakhtari Fund Presents
its 2022 Activity Report

to the Public

rom 2011 to the present,
Natakhtari Fund, in coopera-
tion with the local non-gov-
ernmental organization Asso-
ciation Our Home-Georgia,
has helped 660 young people with
1,042,593 GEL. As a result, hundreds of
young people without parental care have
started to live independently, and many
are building successful careers. All of
this is provided by the three main pri-
orities of the Natakhtari Fund: Education,
employment and psychological support.

For 11 years, the Natakhtari Fund has
allocated resources to the needsrelevant
to each beneficiary. During this time,
with the help of the fund:

340 young people received vocational
education;

72 beneficiaries have received higher
education or are currently studying in
higher education institutions;

More than 220 young people learned
the craft and been through an internship
with a master of different directions;

660 beneficiaries received the indi-
vidual services of a psychologist.

According to current data, 90% of the
young participants in the project are
employed, with over 60% holding stable
jobs. The 2022 Needs, Resources, and
Report of the Natakhtari Fund indicate
the following:

In 2022, under the coordination of
Association Our Home-Georgia, 20 young
peoplereceivedservices,includinginten-
sive psychological counseling for all 20
and long-term psychotherapy for six.
Seven individuals benefited from psy-
chodiagnostics services,13young people
received scholarships to support inde-

pendentliving,and onereceived funding
to cover transportation to college
expenses. Three were provided with
medicine for chronic diseases,and under-
went medical diagnosis and treatment.

Two participants received funding for
preparing for national exams, each stud-
ying three subjects. Ultimately, due to
the activities of the Natakhtari Fund, in
2022, both enrolled in undergraduate
programs, one at an elementary teacher
education program and the other in a
faculty of International Relations.

15out of 20 beneficiaries found employ-
ment. During the year, the Association
concluded its work with four beneficiar-
ies, each of whom had become capable
of independent living with the fund's
support.

Natakhtari Fund, founded in 2011, aims
at strengthening youth without parental
care who have left the care system, pre-
paring them for independent living by
providing education and employment
assistance. In the process of preparing
young people for an independent life, it
is important to provide them with psy-
chological services: Psychological coun-
seling, psychodiagnostics, and, if neces-
sary, psychotherapy. For each young
person, the resources are allocated
according to their individual needs.
Within the framework of the project, the
types of assistance to the beneficiaries
are the provision of housing, support for
receiving professional or higher educa-
tion, coverage of utility costs, payment
oftravel expenses, purchase of textbooks
and daily household items, financing of
medical research and treatment, pur-
chase of medicines, etc.

2022 REPORT OF NATAKHTARI FUND

IN 2022
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BLOG BY TONY HANMER

e now return you to

your regular, 0% pla-

giarized, one-writer

article programming.

My wife and I are

in her home village for a few days; it’s

her mother’s birthday on February 15, an

event we’ve rarely been here for, having

been in Svaneti since 2012, the time

equivalent of a transatlantic flight away.

Now, from Thbilisi, it’s a mere flight to
Istanbul by comparison.

I take the opportunity to renew my
friendship with the vineyard, as I always
do when here, camera in hand, lenses in
backpack. The trimmed, winter-leafless
vines will always remind me of grasping
monster fingers from the Alien movie
series, but that’sjust me.Iget a few shots
in the low midmorning light and move
farther back to the dirt road behind the
property.

Here something new greets me: A series
of puddles with about 1/2 an inch of ice
on each. Not smooth, but with forms
suggesting a set of ripples on each,
arrested mid-motionand frozeninplace.
This cannot be the explanation, because
ice does not form so quickly here (it
would need temperatures far lower than
a few degrees below freezing for such
instant results). But in my mind it’s the
prettier story, so we’ll go with that.

Imove around, avoiding positions from
which my shadow enters the scenes. The
contrast is high from the low sunlight,
but I can work with that, shooting RAW
files which have a lot of exposure lati-
tude from brightest highlights to deepest
shadows. Later, I'll convert my work to
black and white to eliminate the distrac-
tion of color, and do some HDR (high
dynamic range) versions to get all the
detail I can in those blacks and whites.

The house dog accompanies me, but
she’stoo smallto crack theice asshe walks
on it, and is never in one place for long
enough to make me want to shoo her away,
exploring everything with eyes and nose.

A neighbor farmer drives his tractor
through, and we greet each other. I'm
glad I got here first and photographed
everything I wanted, as his thick back
tires will certainly wreak havoc on the
delicate puddles. But he has work to do,

Frozen Rip

so let him be on his way. I crouch down
forsome closeups of theice,sothat there
will be no clues from obvious elements
like grass or leaves to give scale. Some-
times that sense of mystery is just what
I'm after. There is much in nature which
repeatsits structures on different scales;
this is one of the characteristics of what
are known as fractals. My simplest def-
inition of the word “fractal”, indeed, is
“made of itself”.

My nephew calls from his monastery
in answer to my query, that we can visit
him there today, so it’s time to head back
and announce this to my wife and her
sister as we’ll drive there together. That
visit will likely be the subject of another
article, as it’s another rare thing for me
and likely to contain much of interest,
aside from simply seeing the young man

=] " -

Leliani, Kakheti

www.facebook.com,/hanmer.house.svaneti

in his own setting. Like the puddle pho-
tos which do have an obvious size range
based onvisual clues, seeing Luka where
he lives will give needed context to a
situation which would otherwise lack t.
Tlook forward to this, and hope that tak-
ing photos at the monastery will have
no obstacles. See you all there next week,
or soon.

Tony Hanmer has lived in Georgia since
1999, in Svaneti since 2007, and been a
weekly writer and photographer for GT since
early 2011. He runs the “Svaneti Renais-
sance” Facebook group, now with nearly
2000 members, at www.facebook.com/
groups/ SvanefiRenaissance,/

He and his wife also run their own guesthouse
in Etseri:
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The Tiny Name of a Tiny Flower

BY LEILA BAGRATION-BABADISHI,
TRANSLATOR: NANULI CHITASHVILI

hetiny name of atiny flower
Was given to the ABC
book
Written by Jakob
Written with love
Written with care
Tiny book for the youngest ones there.
The first with its odor,
softness,
and color.

Violets. Source: gardenersworld.com

The flower is embraced by everyone,
and

everywhere.

Its name is repeated constantly by

In the words of the alphabet, like a
lullaby

Like the chanting of a Canary bird

It is the most precious

Jakob’s gift.

Tiny flower on the

cover of the book.

The flower,

the flower

Of the ABC book.

Patriarchate: Specialists
working in Gelati shoulo
be replaced by a group
of higher competence

he Patriarchate of Georgia

issued a statement regard-

ing Gelati Monastery, a

medieval monastic complex

near Kutaisi in the Imereti
region of western Georgia.

According to the statement, the Min-
istry of Culture’s advocacy of the con-
servation group working in Gelati today
is “incomprehensible.”

The Patriarchate considers that the
situation is not only serious, but critical,
and therefore says it is necessary to
urgently change the situation and save
the frescoes within.

The Patriarchate says it believes that
the mentioned group should be
replaced by specialists with higher
competence.

The Patriarchate declares that the con-
currence of the reports of international
experts and Georgian scientists calls
into question the expediency of con-
tinuing conservation work by the cur-
rently operating group of specialists.

Accordingtothe statement, it is neces-
sary to carry out the rehabilitation of
Gelati with a unified management plan
in accordance with modern standards.
“Aninternational advisory board should
be established, which, together with the
country’s field scientists, will closely
cooperate with an integrated group of
invited highly qualified and local reno-
vators,” it says.

“The Patriarchate offers open and

impartial dialogue to all interested par-
ties.

“The crisis of the 21st century of the
Gelati Cathedral began as a result of the
rehabilitation works carried out in 2015-
19. The roofing of the temple’s wings and
outbuilding was carried out with the
wrong methodology, low-quality mate-
rials and an unprofessional approach. In
the structure of the temple, from the
works performed on the roof and the
impact of natural precipitation, water
seepage - infiltration started. By 2021,
the paintings of the Gelati wall were in
aserious condition. The process of salt-
ing and damage to the paintings appeared
in the interior of the temple.

“There is nothing unclear or vague in
the assessment of this period.

“Based on the created situation, it
became clear that considering the com-
plexity and extent of damage to the
paintings, it wasnecessary toinvite highly
qualified foreign specialists, who would
have the appropriate competence and
technical resources, and who, together
with local specialists, would treat and
save Gelati’s paintings.

“It is from this stage that today’s dif-
ference in positions begins, which is
connected to the work of the group
invited for the conservation of Gelati
wall paintings in the summer of 2021.

“Despite their work, Gelati’s wall paint-
ings have reached a critical state.”

See the full story on georgiatoday.ge.
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WE ARE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE RE-OPENING
OF OUR CHINESE RESTAURANT ENSEMBLE

Hotels & Preference Hualing Thilisi is the only hotel throughout Georgia that has a unique
Chinese Restaurant “ENSEMBLE”, where you can enjoy authentic Chinese dishes from
various areas around china. Located on the second floor, “ENSEMBLE” with 5 private rooms.

515 .
ENSEMBLE

CHINESE GASTRONOMY

OPERATING HOURS: EVERYDAY from 12:00 till 21:00 o’clock
Hualing, Thbilisi Sea New City; +995 322 50 50 25
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