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PM Irakli Gharibashvili Meets
with President of Turkey
Recep Tayyip Erdogan

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

rime Minister of Georgia

Irakli Garibashvili met with
the President of Turkey Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on February 23
as part of his official visit to Tur-
key.

The PM later commented on
the meeting, tweeting that he
has confirmed Georgia’s solidar-
ity and strong support to the
Republic of Turkey and the
Turkish people to President
Erdogan.

According to the Prime Min-
ister, Georgia is ready to further
provide support.

“Met with President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan today in Tur-
key. Reaffirmed Georgia’s soli-
darity and strong support to
Turkey and its people in this dif-
ficult time. Georgia is ready to
further provide support. We re-
main committed to the Geor-
gian-Turkish strategic partner-
ship & benefits it brings to our
countries and the region,”
Gharibashvili wrote.

According to  Giorgi
Janjghava, the Ambassador of
Georgia to Turkey, the Prime
Minister of Georgia will visit the

zone affected by the earthquake.
The planned visit includes the
city of Antakya, Hatay province,
together with the delegation.

According to the Ambassador,
the Prime Minister will have
meetings with the local leader-
ship and other officials on the
spot.

“The Prime Minister of Geor-
gia, together with the accompa-
nying delegation, will go to the
disaster zone, namely, to the city
of Antakya in Hatay province,
where the earthquake caused
the greatest damage to the re-
gion. As you know, there is a
group of Georgian rescuers in
this area, which changed its lo-
cation through rotation and ar-
rived from Adiyaman. The total
number of Georgian rescuers
was up to 200 people. The first
rotation arrived in the amount
of 112 people, then 85 lifeguards
were added. Our heroic rescuers
saved many lives.

The Prime Minister will have
meetings with the local leadership
and other officials on the spot. He
will also visit the Afadi center,
which is the disaster relief head-
quarters,” Janjghava said.

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

he Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs of Georgia, Ilia Darchiashvili,
participated in the session of the UN
General Assembly in New York, which
was held in connection with the anniver-
sary of the war in Ukraine.

In his speech, Ilia Darchiashvili con-
demned the war waged by the Russian
Federation against Ukraine and noted
that it is an attack on the entire interna-
tional order and violates the architecture
of global peace and security.

The minister noted that Russia’s ag-
gression in Ukraine resulted in severe hu-
manitarian consequences, casualties and
mass displacement of the population.
According to him, restoration of peace is
possible only in the conditions of strong
responsibility, through the protection of
the basic principles of the United Nations
by the member countries of the organi-
zation.

Darchiashvili particularly noted the
role of the United Nations in maintain-
ing peace in the face of significant global
challenges. On behalf of Georgia, he once
again expressed his support for the ‘Peace
Formula’ initiative, which, according to
him, responds to the protection of the basic
values and values of the United Nations,
beyond the protection of Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty.

“Ukraine needs peace, our countries
and peoples need peace. The world needs
peace. We are facing global challenges of
unprecedented scale: climate change,
natural disasters, terrorism. This re-
quires our joint efforts, our cooperation.
The United Nations can do a lot in this
direction. We have to do this for our chil-
dren, for our future generations,” said Ilia
Darchiashvili.

The minister noted that Georgia is in

MFA of Georgia Ilia Darchiashvili
Delivers a speech at UN General Assembly

solidarity with the international efforts
aimed at supporting Ukraine and empha-
sized the humanitarian assistance pro-
vided by Georgia to Ukraine.

Ilia Darchiashvili also spoke about
Russia’s occupation of Georgian regions -
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali and the diffi-
cult situation in the country.

“Almost 15 years have passed since
Russia’s full-scale war against Georgia
and the occupation of 20 percent of its
territories, which grossly violates the

principles of the UN Charter, the
Helsinki Final Act, and the Paris Char-
ter,” Darchiashvili said.

The minister emphasized the impor-
tance of joint efforts of the international
community.

“Georgla remains committed to the
peaceful settlement of the Russian-Geor-
gian conflict, which depends, on the one
hand, on the de-occupation of the two re-
gions of Georgia occupied by Russia, and
on the other hand, on the reconciliation

and strengthening of trust between the
population divided by the lines of occupa-
tion. Although Georgia is fully complying
with the EU-mediated ceasefire agreement
of August 12, 2008, a consolidated ap-
proach by the international community is
necessary for Russia to fulfill its obliga-
tions under the ceasefire agreement and
withdraw its military forces from the ter-
ritory of Georgia. In this regard, Georgia
is trying to use the Geneva international
negotiations,” Darchiashvili explained.
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“We don’t know when the war will end,
but we know that when this war ends, it

Lelo Gifts Kyiv City Hall
Ambulance

Circle of Russian
Aggression Should be Broken,
NATO
Secretary General Jens Stol-

tenberg Says
NATO Secretary General Jens

Stoltenberg said in an interview with
Reuters that with the end of the war in
Ukraine, the circle of Russian aggression
should be broken.

According to him, Russia should not

must ensure that history does not repeat
itself. This is part of a pattern: Georgia
in 2008, Donbass, Crimea in 2014, and
then a full-scale intervention last year.
We must ensure that the circle of Rus-
sian aggression is broken. We must not
allow Russia to undermine European se-
curity. Accordingly, we must ensure that
Ukraine has military capabilities,
strength, deter aggression, and also find
mechanisms so that Russia does not at-
tack anyone again after the end of this
war,” said Jens Stoltenberg.

According to Stoltenberg, Ukraine and
Russia are not equal parties in the war,
because one is the aggressor and the other
is the victim.

“If President Putin and Russia stop
fighting, the war will end and we will have
peace.” If President Zelenskyy and
Ukraine stop fighting, Ukraine will cease
to exist as a sovereign, independent coun-
try. So, these are not two equal sides - it

official visit to Ukraine, gifted an ambu-
lance to Kyiv City Hall.

According to their report,
the leaders of Lelo made this

B, decision based on the neces-

sary needs of the Ukrainian
=, people, because one of the
main things that a country

be allowed to undermine European secu-
rity.

is the aggressor and the victim of aggres-
sion,” said Jens Stoltenberg.

Leaders of Lelo for Georgia, during an

=~ at war needs today is hu-
manitarian aid.

According to Mamuka
Khazaradze, chairman of Lelo,
support for Ukraine will not be
stopped.

“Today, Kyiv needed am-
bulances and the necessary
equipment, so we gave this
gift to our friends, on behalf
of the Georgian people.

I promised Vitali
[Klitschko] that our help will
not stop as it has not stopped

‘ for the past year!
Glory to the heroes! We

' will win together!” Mamuka

~ Khazaradze wrote.

Op-Ed

One year of Russia’s war against Ukraine: acting
together to ensure international law will prevail

By JosEp BORRELL

24 February 2022 will forever
be recalled as the day when Rus-
sia started its brutal, unprovoked
and illegal invasion of Ukraine.
This was and remains a case of
pure aggression and a clear-cut
breach of the UN Charter. This
war is neither just a European
issue’, nor is it about the ‘West
versus the rest’. It is about the
kind of world we all want to live
in: no one is safe in a world where
the illegal use of force — by a
nuclear power and permanent
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member of the Security Council
— would somehow be
‘normalised’. That is why inter-
national law must be enforced
everywhere to protect everyone
from power politics, blackmail
and military attack.

One year on, there is a risk
that people become inured to the
images of war crimes and atroci-
ties that they see —because there
are so many; that the words we
use start to lose their signifi-
cance — because we have to re-
peat them so often; that we get
tired and weaken our resolve —
because time is passing and the
task at hand is hard.

This we cannot do. Because
every day, Russia keeps violat-
ing the UN charter, creating a
dangerous precedent for the
whole world with its imperialist

policy. Every day, Russia keeps
killing innocent Ukrainian
women, men and children, rain-
ing down its missiles on cities
and civilian infrastructure. Ev-
ery day, Russia keeps spreading
lies and fabrications.

For the European Union and
our partners, there is no alter-
native to staying the course of
our ‘triple strategy’: supporting
Ukraine, putting pressure on
Russia to stop its illegal aggres-
sion and helping the rest of the
world cope with the fallout.

This is what we have been do-
ing for one year now - and suc-
cessfully so. We have adopted
unprecedented sanctions; cut our
dependency on Russian fossil fu-
els; and in close collaboration
with key partners reduced by
50% the energy revenues the
Kremlin gets to finance its ag-
gression. Working together, we
have also mitigated the global
ripple effects with food and energy
prices declining, partly thanks to
our Solidarity Lanes and to the
Black Sea Grain Initiative.

It is not enough to say that
we want Ukraine to be able to
defend itself —1it needs the means
to do so. So, for the first time
ever, the EU has supplied weap-
ons to a country under attack.
Indeed, the EU is now the lead-
ing provider of military training
for Ukrainian personnel so they
can defend their country. We are

also offering significant macro-
financial and humanitarian aid
to support the Ukrainian people.
And we have decided to respond
positively to Ukraine’s request
to join the EU. Finally, we are
working to ensure accountabil-
ity for the war crimes that Rus-
sia has committed.

Ukraine has shown its re-
markable resilience, partly
thanks to this support. And Rus-
sia has grown more isolated,
thanks to global sanctions and
the international condemnation
by the overwhelming majority of
states in the UN General Assem-
bly. Our collective goal is and
remains a democratic Ukraine
that prevails, pushing out the
invader, restoring its full sover-
eignty and, with that, restoring
international legality.

Above all, we want peace in
Ukraine, a comprehensive and
lasting peace that is in line with
the UN Charter and international
law. Supporting Ukraine and
working for peace go hand in hand

Russia’s aggressive revision-
ism and its wider destabilising
moves are a global threat, affect-
ing the Western Balkans and
Eastern Partnership countries.
We have seen the effects of
Russia’s propaganda machine,
trying to stir up legacies of the
past and we see industrial-scale
efforts at the manipulation of in-
formation and foreign interfer-

ence. That is why the EU is work-
ing with partners, in particular
our future member states, to
counter this threat. A key part
of that is also supporting media
freedom and political pluralism.
We are also increasing our sup-
port to conflict resolution efforts
in the South Caucasus.

More broadly, the Russian
invasion has underlined once
again that countries and people
must be free to determine their
own future. The EU has made
it clear that we are ready to re-
spond our partners’ wish and
integrate the Western Balkans,
Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia
into our Union and we are work-
ing hard to make this goal a re-
ality. This means working to-
gether to build more resilient
and inclusive societies and econo-
mies, develop and protect our
democracies and strengthen so-
cial cohesion.

History and justice are on the
side of Ukraine. But to acceler-
ate history and achieve justice,
we need to amplify our ‘triple
strategy’. We know this is a col-
lective task. That is why the EU
is counting on all its partners,
to act in a spirit of joint respon-
sibility and solidarity: to ensure
that aggression fails and inter-
national law prevails.

(Press and information
team of the Delegation of the

European Union to Georgia)
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