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President of Georgia had made
a promise to pardon Nika
Gvaramia, but this promise has
not been fulfilled yet. He ex-
pressed disappointment that de-
spite President Salome
Zourabichvili being a French citi-
zen, no pro-European steps have
been taken to resolve the situa-
tion.

Arakhamia was asked about
the conditions under which
Ukraine would send its ambas-
sador back to Georgia, and he
responded that the first step
would be to release Gvaramia.

“The first step will be to re-
lease Nika Gvaramia. Nika
Gvaramia is not a politician, he
is a journalist. And if he is re-
leased from prison, I will be the
first to go to my president and
ask him to send the ambassa-
dor to Tbilisi,” Arakhamia said.

According to him, he was
warned by Americans about po-
tential problems when crossing
the border and a possible scan-
dal, which led him to refrain
from attending the funeral of
Vakhtang Kikabidze.

Arakhamia stated that Geor-
gian people will not get used to
such a government, and there
will be either a new power or a
coalition. He also mentioned that
Bidzina Ivanishvili has been in
power for more than ten years
and is doing everything, includ-
ing at the legislative level, to
maintain his power. However,
Arakhamia is confident that the
situation will change and that
the Georgian people will deliver
Ivanishvili ‘a proper answer’.

Davit Arakhamia Pledges to Request Ambassador
to Tbilisi if Nika Gvaramia is Released from Prison

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

David Arakhamia, the head
of the People’s Servant fac-

tion in the Ukrainian Rada,
stated in an interview with the
Mtavari Channel that if Nika
Gvaramia is released, he will be

the first person to request the
president to appoint an ambas-
sador to Tbilisi.

Arakhamia stated in an inter-
view with the Main Channel that
imprisoning a journalist is un-
acceptable, especially for a coun-
try with European aspirations.

He emphasized that mentioning
the case of Gvaramia in Brus-
sels or Strasbourg would result
in high-ranking European offi-
cials not wanting to associate
with members of the Georgian
government. Arakhamia as-
serted that while the Georgian

government may pretend to
have the respect of their part-
ners, this is not the case. He
claimed that when meeting with
these individuals informally,
they are shocked by Gvaramia’s
story.

According to Arakhamia, the

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Shalva Papuashvili, the
Chairman of the Georgian

Parliament, expressed disap-
pointment that despite Georgia’s
solidarity with Ukraine, the am-
bassador of Ukraine has not been
appointed to Tbilisi.
Papuashvili’s statement was in
response to Davit Arakhamia,
the head of the “Servant of the
People” faction in the Ukrainian
Rada, who promised to request
the appointment of an ambassa-
dor to Tbilisi once Nika
Gvaramia is released from
prison.

Papuashvili commented that
he hoped the current issue in
their relationship would be re-

Shalva Papuashvili Responds to David Arakhamia’s
Statements on Ambassador Appointment

and Calls for Handover of Two Individuals
solved soon and expressed his
belief that setting preconditions
on the matter is not appropriate.
He emphasized the importance
of Ukraine restoring their pre-
vious positive relationship with
Georgia and its people, stating
that the appointment of an am-
bassador would be a significant
indicator of their willingness to
do so.

“I hope that this flaw intro-
duced into our relationship will
soon be removed. I don’t think
it’s right to set preconditions
here. It is important for Ukraine
to restore the attitude they had
towards the Georgian people and
the state. Appointing an ambas-
sador would be a sign of this



The Messenger TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023P2

Weather

Tuesday, May 9

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 22°C

Night Few Showers

Low: 12°C

Wednesday, May 10

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 23°C

Night Light Rain
Low: 14°C
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attitude,” Papuashvili said.
Shalva Papuashvili added

Shalva Papuashvili Responds to David Arakhamia’s
Statements on Ambassador Appointment

and Calls for Handover of Two Individuals
that it’s hard to respond ‘seri-
ously’ to David Arakhamia.
However, he suggested that if the
Ukrainian authorities wish to

win the hearts of the Georgian
people, they should consider
handing over Zurab Adeishvili
and Gia Lortkipanidze to Geor-

gia. 
According to Papuashvili,

Zurab Adeishvili has been con-
victed in five cases, and Gia

Lortkipanidze was involved in
Saakashvili’s illegal entry into
Georgia. 
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Prime Minister of
Georgia Irakli

Gharibashvili Meets
with Portugal’s National

Defense Minister 

The Prime Minister of Geor-
gia Irakli Gharibashvili held a
meeting with Helena Carreiras,
the Minister of National Defense

of the Republic of Portugal. The
information was released by the
Prime Minister’s press office. 

According to the office, at the
meeting held in the government
administration, the dynamics of
the existing partnership between
the two countries were reviewed.
The parties also discussed the
prospects of deepening the exist-

ing cooperation.
During the meeting, the im-

portance of Portugal’s support
for Georgia’s European and

Euro-Atlantic integration was
emphasized, with the Prime
Minister noting that it confirms
Georgia’s future lies in the Eu-
ropean Union. 

The head of government also
expressed gratitude to the Min-
ister of National Defense of the
Republic of Portugal for their
strong support for Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-
rity. 

The conversation addressed
regional and global security chal-
lenges. Brigadier General Ana
Balthazar, Deputy Director of
the National Defense Policy of
the Republic of Portugal, and
Juansher Burchuladze,
Georgia’s Minister of Defense,
also attended the meeting, ac-
cording to the press service of the
Prime Minister.

Georgian
Parliamentary

Delegation Receives
Support from Maltese

Parliament for EU
Integration Progress

Shalva Papuashvili, the
Chairman of the Parliament of
Georgia, led a parliamentary

delegation during their visit to
the Republic of Malta. 

Samkharadze said that the

objective of their visit was to
update their Maltese colleagues
on the progress made by Geor-
gia in implementing reforms,
including those related to ful-
filling obligations under the
Association Agreement and
implementing the 12 recom-
mendations of the European
Union. 

The delegation also aimed to
discuss topics such as the se-
curity environment, challenges

faced by Georgia in its occupied
territories, threats posed by
Russia, and the geopolitical sig-

nificance of attaining candidate
status for their country.

Samkharadze reported that
the delegation received mes-
sages of support from the
Chairman of the Maltese Par-
liament. Additionally, he men-
tioned that they received a
guarantee of support from
Malta at the end of the year,
which will reflect the progress
that Georgia has made.

On 4 May, the Council of the
European Union adopted

two assistance measures under
the European Peace Facility
(EPF) in support of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Moldova
and the Georgian Defence
Forces.

Building on previous EPF sup-
port, the latest assistance mea-
sures will contribute to enhanc-
ing the operational effectiveness

European Peace Facility: EU adopts assistance measures
to support Georgia and Moldova’s defence sector

of the Armed Forces of the Re-
public of Moldova and the Geor-

gian Defence Forces, and accel-
erate their compliance with EU

standards and interoperability,
thereby allowing for better pro-
tection of civilians during crises
and emergencies.

Moldova will receive Euro 40
million over a period of 36
months to finance non-lethal
equipment, supplies and ser-
vices, including technical train-
ing, where requested. The ap-
proved equipment includes air
surveillance, mobility and trans-
portation, logistics, command
and control, and cyber-defence
equipment.

For Georgia, the Euro 30 mil-
lion assistance measure will
cover a period of 36 months, and
finance non-lethal equipment,

supplies and services, to the
units of the Georgian Defence
Forces, including technical
training where requested. The
approved equipment includes
engineering, command and con-
trol, medical, logistics and cyber-
defence equipment.

Commenting on this decision,
EU High Representative Josep
Borrell said that this third as-
sistance package for both coun-
tries “clearly underlines the
EU’s unwavering commitment
to the region’s security and sta-
bility” in a challenging geopoliti-
cal context.

(euneighbourseast.eu)
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Within the frames of International
Portuguese Language Days,

screening of Brazilian films took place at
Cinema House on May 1-3.

On May 1 the International Portu-
guese Language Day was attended by
representatives of the diplomatic corps
accredited to Georgia as well as people
interested in the cultures that are con-
nected by the Portuguese language. The
celebrations on May 1-4 were organized

Celebration of The International Portuguese Language Day
by the Embassy of Brazil in Tbilisi, TSU/
Camões Portuguese Language Center
and the University of Georgia.

On May 4, a Lecture by Professor
Ennes Ferreira (ISEG/University of
Lisbon) took place at University of Geor-
gia - Portugal in Europe and in the Com-
munity of Portuguese Speaking Countries
and the role of the Portuguese language.
Ennes Ferreira is a member of several
editorial borders of academic journals and

has been advisor at the Insituto for Na-
tional Defence (IDN) and consultant for
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Portugal-Angola (CCIPA), of which he is
an honorary member.

After the lecture, book presentations
took place - "The Hour of the Star" and
"Near to the Wild Heart" by a Brazilian
writer Clarice Lispector, Georgian trans-
lation by Nino Lortkipanidze.

World Portuguese Language Day is

observed annually in the beginning of
May. The day is marked through a range
of cultural events worldwide in order to
highlight the use and spread of Portu-
guese language around the world.

The Portuguese language is not only
one of the most widespread languages in
the world, with more than 265 million
speakers spread through all continents,
but it is also the most widely spoken lan-
guage in the southern hemisphere.
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