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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

A ccording to Shalva
Papuashvili, the Chairman

of the Parliament of Georgia, any
measures involving the introduc-
tion of visas, border closures, or
flight bans are considered sanc-
tions. He believes that such ac-
tions imply an escalation in ten-
sions between the countries and
indicate a potential escalation in
relations with Russia.

Papuashvili believes that if
sanctions are imposed on Rus-
sia, he anticipates that there will
be retaliatory measures taken by
Russia. He asserted that these
retaliatory actions could ulti-
mately pose a threat to the se-
curity of Georgia.

“Any sanction signifies esca-
lation. Escalation implies a po-
tential military confrontation
with Russia. We do not want to
subject our population to this
risk,” said Papuashvili in his
statement.

According to the Chairman, if
Georgia bans flights to Russia
and joins the sanctions, “it will
be impossible to foresee the re-
taliatory measures and results
from Russia’s side.”

Papuashvili stated that if
Georgia proceeds with banning
flights to Russia and partici-
pates in imposing sanctions, the
exact nature of the retaliatory
measures and the outcomes from
Russia’s side would become
highly unpredictable.

“The opposition itself has fi-
nally acknowledged that impos-
ing sanctions on Russia does not
align with our country’s inter-

Imposing Sanctions on Russia Poses Potential Threat
to National Security, Shalva Papuashvili says

ests. Any actions involving the
introduction of visas, border clo-
sures, and flight bans can be
considered as sanctions, indicat-
ing an escalation between the
countries. Escalation leads us
into an unpredictable spiral with
unforeseeable consequences.
Therefore, when sanctions are
imposed, it is expected that re-
taliatory measures will follow,
ultimately posing a threat to our
country’s security and economic
well-being. I would like to re-
mind everyone that the Russian

army is only 30 kilometers away
from the capital, with the great-
est military risk. Additionally,
there is a significant danger that
Russia might transition from an
occupation policy to an annex-
ation policy,” stated Papuashvili.

Papuashvili expressed that
those suggesting visa bans,
flight bans, and imposing sanc-
tions are essentially urging Geor-
gia to take risks and escalate the
situation with Russia, poten-
tially leading to a military con-
frontation. He highlighted that

such proposals fail to provide
guarantees of security or eco-
nomic stability. The Chairman
of the Parliament emphasized
that any form of sanctions would
imply escalation and increase
the likelihood of a military con-
frontation with Russia. He as-
serted that Georgia is not will-
ing to jeopardize the safety of its
population in such a manner.

“Those who propose visa bans,
flight bans, or urge us to impose
sanctions are essentially advo-
cating for us to take risks and

escalate the situation with Rus-
sia, potentially leading to a mili-
tary confrontation. However,
those suggesting sanctions do
not provide us with any guaran-
tees of security or economic sta-
bility. It is important to under-
stand that any sanctions signify
escalation, which in turn im-
plies a potential military con-
frontation with Russia. We are
not willing to put our population
at risk in this manner,”
Papuashvili stated.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Maritime Transport Agency has
issued a statement regarding the

shipments between the ports of Batumi
in Georgia and Novorossiysk in Russia,
denouncing the information circulated by
Armenian media as ‘false’ and ‘misinter-
preted’. The agency explicitly stated that
the claims made by certain Armenian
media outlets, alleging the commence-
ment of regular sea transportation be-
tween Batumi and Novorossiysk since
April of this year, are unfounded and not
in accordance with the facts.

Maritime Transport
Agency of Georgia Refutes

Reports of Regular Sea
Transportation Between

Batumi and Novorossiysk
According to the agency, in April, the

Palau-flagged vessel Haci Musa Ucak
(IMO 9128544) did indeed undertake two
commercial voyages between
Novorossiysk and Batumi. However, it
is important to highlight that these were
not regular flights but rather commer-
cial operations conducted systematically
for commercial purposes.

The Maritime Transport Agency has
stated that the company owning the ship,
which is not subject to sanctions, intends
to continue operating commercial routes.
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Weather

Tuesday, May 23

Day Mostly Cloudy
High: 27°C

Night T-storm

Low: 16°C

Wednesday, May 24

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 30°C

Night  Partly Cloudy
Low: 17°C
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“Regarding the report concerning a spe-
cific shipment, the Palau-flagged vessel
Haci Musa Ucak (IMO 9128544) did in-
deed complete two commercial routes be-
tween Novorossiysk and Batumi in April.
However, it is important to emphasize
that these were not regular routes but
rather purely commercial operations con-
ducted on a systematic basis. The com-
pany owning the mentioned vessel, which
is not subject to sanctions, intends to con-
tinue its commercial operations. Further-
more, the cargo transported is solely in
transit and intended for the Republic of
Armenia.

The Maritime Transport Agency of
Georgia, in collaboration with the Rev-
enue Service of the Ministry of Finance,

Maritime Transport
Agency of Georgia Refutes

Reports of Regular Sea
Transportation Between
Batumi and Novorossiysk

consistently monitors both vessels and
shipowners in compliance with interna-
tional sanctions. Consequently, if a ves-
sel or its owner is listed under sanctions,
they are prohibited from entering Geor-
gian ports and undertaking relevant pro-
cedures,” the statement reads.

Lasha Khutsishvili, the Minister of
Finance of Georgia, has also refuted the
claim that regular sea traffic between
Batumi and the Russian city of
Novorossiysk has commenced, stating
that the information is inaccurate.

After the government session,
Khutsishvili told journalists that the in-
formation provided by the Maritime
Agency accurately reflects the reality of
the situation.Additionally, it has been clarified that

the cargo being transported is solely in
transit and intended for the Republic of
Armenia.
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UNM Urges Start of
Consideration for Draft Law
Banning Entry of Sanctioned

Persons into Georgia

The United National Movement is urg-
ing the parliament to review their
faction’s proposed draft law, which aims
to restrict the entry of individuals who
are subject to sanctions into Georgia.

As per Levan Bezhashvili, the draft
law’s restrictions will be applicable to both
individuals and legal entities involved in

the occupation and military aggression
of Georgia and Ukraine’s territories. Fur-
thermore, it will also encompass indi-
viduals and legal entities cooperating
with sanctioned companies.

According to the bill, Georgian and
international
companies that
are included in
the sanctioned
list will face pro-
hibitions on re-
ceiving financ-
ing from the
Georgian budget
and participating
in tenders.

“Under the
c u r r e n t
government’s

conditions, there is no guarantee that
sanctioned persons will not enter Geor-
gia in the future. Therefore, we demand
immediate discussion of the draft law
initiated by the United National Move-
ment one year ago. We will address this
issue during today’s Bureau session and
expect the Parliament of Georgia to exer-

cise its powers in protecting the national
interest by prohibiting the entry of sanc-
tioned persons into the territory of Geor-
gia,” said Tina Bokuchava, the chairman
of the faction.

Kakha Kaladze: No Need for
Visa Regime with Russia;

Georgia Welcomes Tourists
and Non-Sanctioned

Businesses
According to Kakha Kaladze, the

Mayor of Tbilisi and Secretary General
of the Georgian Dream party, there is no
necessity to implement a visa regime
with Russia. He expressed the
government’s openness to welcoming a
large number of tourists to Georgia, as
well as non-sanctioned business compa-
nies.

According to Kaladze, the opposition,
which is currently calling for the imple-
mentation of a visa regime with Russia,
had previously expressed a welcoming
attitude towards the arrival of Russian
tourists in the country.

“I believe that there is no need to es-

The G7 has again condemned
“in the strongest possible

terms” Russian aggression
against Ukraine and announced
new sanctions measures being
prepared against Russia, includ-
ing a ban on Russian diamonds.

The G7 meeting was held in
Hiroshima, Japan, from 19-21
May. It brought together lead-
ers from the EU and Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
the United Kingdom, and the
United States of America. Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy joined the G7 leaders

G7 leaders in Hiroshima: ‘Our support for Ukraine will not waver’
in and use of diamonds mined,
processed or produced in Russia.

“We will starve Russia of G7
technology, industrial equip-
ment and services that support
its war machine,” said the G7

leaders’ communiqué.
The European Union, for its

part, is now focused on “shutting
the door on loopholes” and “con-
tinuing to cut Russia off from
critical supplies”, said Charles
Michel, President of the Euro-
pean Council, before the Summit
in Hiroshima.

“We will restrict trade in Rus-
sian diamonds. Russian dia-
monds are not forever and we will
lay out openly and frankly why
these sanctions are necessary
and justified,” said Michel.

The G7 leaders also reiterated
their call on third parties to
cease providing material support
to Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine, saying that they will
continue to take actions against
such actors.

(euneighbourseast.eu)

on 20 and 21 May.
“Our support for Ukraine will

not waver. We will not tire in
our commitment to mitigate the
impact of Russia’s illegal actions
on the rest of the world,” said G7
leaders in a communiqué.

The G7 leaders announced
further measures to increase the
costs to Russia and those who are
supporting its war effort.

The G7 countries will:
ensure that exports of all

items critical to Russia’s war
machine are restricted across all
G7 jurisdictions;

take action to further prevent
the evasion and circumvention
of measures against Russia;

curtail Russia’s use of the in-
ternational financial system,
including by preventing third-
country branches of Russian

banks from being used to avoid
sanctions;

take steps to limit Russia’s
revenue from energy and met-
als;

work together to restrict trade

tablish a visa regime. In this regard, I
echo the sentiments expressed by
Msvildadze, Khoshtaria, and Saakashvili
that we welcome as many tourists as pos-

sible to come to Georgia. We also welcome
the arrival of non-sanctioned business
companies. There is no problem in doing
so,” Kaladze said.


