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blessed You arg through God's will....
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Part 1
List of Photos

Hli[sGHoIingss and Beatitude ILIA I, Archbishop of Mtsketa and Tbilisi, Catholicos-Patriarch of
all Georgia.

November 23, 1977. Thilisi. Sioni Cathedral. The 12th Council of the Georgian ~ Church.

Metropolitan of Tkhum-Abkhazeti ILIA (irakli Gudushauri) is elected Catholicos-Patriarch of
All Georgia.

Dec_ember 23, 1977. Thilisi. Sioni Cathedral. The 12th Council of the Georgian Church.
Patriarch of. Moscow and All Russia PYMEN and representatives of the Orthodox Churches
of Alexandria, Russia, Buigaria, the hierarchs of the Georgian Church and invited delegates.

December 23, 1977. Tbilisi. Sioni Cathedral. The 12th Council of the Georgian Church. The
newly elected Patriarch of All Georgia ILIA 1l.

December 25, 1977. Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Enthronement. Bishop of Alaverdi
GREGORY (left), Bishop of Manglisi GIORGI (right). The foremost hierarch of the Georgian
Church is entrusted with the historic mitre of Patriarchs.

December 25, 1977. Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.

The Catholicos-Patriarch’s parents. 1932.

Father — Giorgi Gudushauri.

Mother — Natalia Kobaidze.

Brothers — Teimuraz, Shota and Victor.

The icon corner in the parental home.

Irakli Gudushauri, a student at Moscow Theological Seminary. His brother, sister and sister-
in-low. 1953.

The Parents of Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA Il, a close friend of the tamily, clergyman and His
Holiness’ nephew.

Priest Giorgi (Malania). The priest who celebrated the Holy Matrimony for the Catholicos-
Patriarch’s parents.

Protecting Veil of the Theotokos Church in Vladikavkaz. The church was built by the
Catholicos-Patriarch’s parents in 1947.

Vladikavkaz. 1997. Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia ILIA I} is in the church built by His
parents. He celebrates the Divine Liturgy marking the 50th anniversary of its consecration.

An Inscription on the church in Viadikavkaz; it reads that the church was initially built by
Giorgi and Natalia Shiclashvili in 1947,

Vladikavkaz. A renewed temple erected on the site of the church built by His Holiness’
parents. 1997.

Archimandrite Tarasi (Kandetaki). He baptized the three-day-old baby lrakli Gudushauri-
Shiolashvili on the day of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Sister Zoilé (Dvalishvili), His
Holiness' God-Mother. 1933.

Metropolitan ILIA and His God-Mother, sister Zoilé (Dvalishvili). 1976.

Irakii Gudushauri-Shiolashvili in the sixth grade; the first pupil in the second row (far right).
1947.

Irakli Gudushauri-Shiolashvili, a school-boy. 1949.
1952-1960. The years spent at the Academy.
1952-1960. The years spent at the Academy.

The 12th year of graduation at Moscow Theological Academy. 1956-1960.
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31.
32.

33.

34.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.43.

45.
46.

47.48.49.

50.

51.

52.53. 54.

55. 56.

*Archdeacon llia. 1957
Monkpriest llia. 1958
atriarch of All Georgia EPREM Il and Abbot liia. 1961.

Catholicos-P:
REM Il and Archimandrite ILIA host Patriarch-

i i ia EP
Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia E
Catholicos of All Armenians VAZGEN I. 1962.

Archimandrite llia. 1963.

ILIA., Bishop of Shemokmedi. 1965.

With Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia EPREM II. 1965.

Bishop ILIA, the Rector of the only functioning at that time theological school in Georgia,
1965.
The Theological Seminary of Miskheta. Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia EPREM 11 and

Metropolitan ILIA are hearing students at an examination. 1969.
The village of Sno. A prayer service on the day of commemoration of St. Aphinagenos.

1970.
With Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia EPREM II. 1971.

Tbilisi. Sioni Cathedral. The 11th Council of the Church of Georgia.
Catholicos-Patriarch DAVID V is elected.

The future Patriarch of Georgia ILIA Il (right).

The future Patriarch of Russia ALEKSY I (left). 1972.

Thilisi. Sioni Cathedral. The 11th Council of the Church of Georgia. 1972.

Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia DAVID V, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia PYMEN
and Metropolitan ILIA at Samtavro Monastery. 1972.

Zagorsk. Metropolitan ILIA attends Christian Peace Conference. 1973.

With Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia DAVID V. 1976.

Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia DAVID V and Metropolitan ILIA host His Holiness
MAKSIM, Patriarch of Bulgaria. 1976.

His Beati}ude NICHOLAS VI, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa pays a visit to
Metropolitan ILIA in the diocese of Tskhum-Abkhazeti. 1977.

Thilisi, Metropolitan ILIA and Catholicos-Patriarch of All Armenians VAZGEN I, Metropolitan
ZINOBIUS (Mazhuga), who tonsured the future Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA 11 (left). 1977.

His Eminence ILIA.

Thilisi. Sioni Cathedral. Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia DAVID V has reposed. 1977.
The service of last rites for the departed Patriarch.
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32.

Quotations

androus is God's will. His lovingkindness is boundless. Truly, by the Lord's Providence
and His Mercy, I, the humble, am standing before you, under the arches of this temple, as the
Patriarch of the Apostolic Church of Georgia.

Iam wgll aware of how burdensome and, at the same time, honorouble is the duty, which
the Most High God has laid on my shoulders.
| bow my knee before His Power and worship His name clothed with everlasting fight.

| bow my head to the Church of Georgia and its parish, the Georgian people, who 1 am
ready to serve to with all my mind and strength.

! implore the Most Holy Mother of God, the Prayer for our souls to the Lord, that She may

sGtrengihen our people in faith and love, for, indeed, these two are the forces which can save
eorgia.

.I don't remember myself ever living without the faith and love... Al my family were
believers and my parents infused love for God in us. At home we always kept icons with a

lamp permanently burning in their corner. As a rule, in the evening we all listened to the
evening prayers.

My childhood passed through a very tough period for the Georgian Church. The clergy
were persecuted, churches were closed. People coutdn’t go to church for fear. Our home often
served as a safe place for the persecuted clergymen providing them with shelter for many

months. These people would leave an unfadable trace on my personal way of thinking and
character.

Overwhelming sorrow has filled the Church today, for our loving Father has left us. Full of
faith, love and hope, He devoted all His life and strength to the Georgian people and the most
ancient Church of Georgia, the Church of everlasting light. And now, at this hour of grief, we,
first of all, recall His spiritual precepts, His good deeds, favoured by God.
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Part 2

In The Various Places of Georgia

List of Photos

57.58. Batumi. 1989.
58. Skhalta. 1989.
60.61.  Skhalta. 1989.
62. Batumi. 1989.

63. Skhalta. 1989.
gathering to grieve over and remember the victims of the April

64. Skhalta. A memorial service - a
19th tragedy. 1989.
65.  Skhaita. 1989.

66.67.68.69.  Skhalta. 1989.
70. Batumi. 1989.
71.72.73.74.  Batumi. 1990.

75.76. Batumi. Home for the Old and Handicapped. 1996.

77. Batumi. 1996.
78. Sukhumi. 1978.
79.  Sukhumi. 1979.
80.  Gagra. 1990.
81. Gantiadi. 1980.
82.  Komani. Consecration of St. John Chrysostom Temple. 1990.
83.84.85.  Komani. At the spring of St. Vasilisko. 1990.
86.  Bodbe. St Nino Convent. 1990.
87. Bodbe. 1990.
88.  Bodbe. At the tombstone of St. Nino.1980.
89.  Kvareli. llia Chavchavadze's House Museum. 1984.
80.  Kvareli. The Divine Liturgy in honor of llia the Righteous.1989.
91, Kvareli. 1989,
92.  Kvareli. 1989.
93.94.  Kvareli, 1990,
95.96.  Davidgareji Monastery. The renewal of religious service. 1989.
97.  Davitgareji. The desert of John the Baptist. 1989.
98.99.  Davitgareji. 1989.
100.101.  Igalto. 1989,

102.  Mirzaani. At Pirosmani's museum. 1989.
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112
113.
114,
116.
116.
117.118.
119.
120.
121,
122
123.
124.
125.126.
127.
128.
128.
130.
181,

132

133.134.135.
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.

141.142.

Telavi. 1989,

Nukriani. 1989,

Sagarejo. 1989.

Sagarejo. 1989,

Khashmi. 1989,

Gremi. 1989.

Gurjaani. 1989.

Lagodekhi. 1989.

Lagodekhi. 1989.

Shuamta. 1989,

Tsiteltskaro. 1989.

Tsiteltskaro. 1989.

Tsiteltskaro. 1989.

Alaverdi. 1989.

Alaverdi. At the tombstone of Reverend Father Joseph of Alaverdi. 1989.
Menji.1982.

Zugdidi. 1989.

Sujuna. 1989.

Khobi. 1989.

Martvifi. 1989.

Patara Sujuna.1989.

Tsalenjikha. The museum of a famous Georgian writer - Leo Kiacheli. 1989.
Martvili.1989.

Senaki.1989.

Poti. 1989.

Senaki. Meeting the mother of a national hero - Zhiull Shartava. 1998.
Senaki.1998.

Teldati. Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA Ul at the grave of his spiritual father, Archimandrite Shio
Dzidzava. 1998.

Poti .1998.

Gelati. At the grave of St. King David the Builder. 1989.
Gelati. 1989,

Gelati. 1989.

Gelati. 1989.

Kutaisl. 1989.

Kutaisi. 1989.




143,

145,
146.

147.148.

157.

158

159.160.161.
162.

163.

164.165

168.
167.168.169.
170.171.172.
173.174.

175.176.
177.178.179.
180.181.
162.

183.184.
185,

186.187.

Kutalsi. 1889,
Kutaisi. 1998.
Kutalsi. 1999.
Ambrolauri. 1992-
Chrebalo. 1999.
Lentekhi. 1999.
Mestia. 1999.

Mestia. 1899.
Miskheta, Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. 1681.

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy commemorating the 860th anniversary
of the Didgori Battle. 1981.

Miskheta. Samtavro St. Nino Convent for nuns. 1 983.

e yard of Svetitskhovell Cathedral. On the day of canonizing llia
987.

Miskheta. Samtavro St. Nino Convent for nuns. The 12th anniversary of Catholicos-Patriarch
ILIA’s enthronement. 1989.

The Lake of Paravani. On St. Nino's way, from the Lake of Paravani to Miskheta. 1990.

Mitskheta. In th
Chavchavadze. 1

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Meeting with a group of prayers, who followed in the
footsteps of St. Nino from the lake of Paravani to Miskheta.1990.

The monastery for Monks in Shiomgvime. A prayer service at the Tomb of St. Shio of Mgvime.
1990.
Shiomgvime Monastery for Monks. The Divine liturgy. 1980.

Zedazeni. At the grave of Rev. father John of Zedazeni.1990.

Mtskheta. Baptizing at the estuary of the rivers Mtkvari and Aragvi.1990.

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Great Thursday. Myrrh sanctifying. 1995.

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The 13th open council of the Georgian Church. 1995.

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Inauguration of the Georgian President Edward-
Giorgi Shevardnadze. 2000.

Miskheta. Baptizing at the estuary of the River Mtkvari and Aragvi. 2000.
Gorl. 1990.
Urbnisi. St. Neophyte of Urbnist Cathedral. A council of the Holy Synod. 2003.

The theater in Gori. A scientific conference dedi i Ruls-Urbnisi
200, dedicated to the 900th anniversary of Ru

Didgorl. 1989,
Akhaldaba. 1989,
Kaspl. The Elevation of St. Nino's Holy and Life-Giving Cross. 1991,

1989, AlbHoly okos' Assumption Church. The day of renewing a refigious service.

Dmanisi, 1989,
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194,
185.
196.197.
198.
199.

200.

201.202.

203.204.205.

206.

207.

208

209

210

211. 212
213.214.215.
216

217

218
210.220.
221.
222.223.224.225.
226.227.
228.229.
230.

231.

232.

233.

234,

235.

236.

Tsalka. 1982.
Tsalka. 1990.
Rustavi. The consecration of St. King Vakhtang Gorgasali Temple. 1990.

Rustavi. St. King Vakhtang Gorgasali Temple. The Devine Liturgy. 1995.

Rustavi. Meeting with steelworkers. 1995.

Rustavi. 1996.
Teleti. St. George Monastery for monks. 1996.
Shavnabada. St. George Monastery for monks. 1996.

Shavnabada. St. George Monastery for monks. Tbilisi Secondary School of "Shavnabada™.
With the school Children. 2003.

Kazbek. 1989.

Dariali Canyon. A prayer service on the site where Archangels Michael and Gabriel monastery
is 10 be built. 1990.

Sno. Baptizing in the river of Ruistskali. 1990.

Dariali Canyon. Together with the members of the Georgian Holy Synod. 1999.
Holy Trinity Monastery for monks in Gergeti. The Divine Liturgy. 1999.

Sno. St. George Church. The Divine Liturgy. 1999.

Dariali Canyon. St. Queen Tamar's Castle. 1999.

Sno. A festive meeting of the Shiolashvilebi. 1998.

Sno. Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA 1f at the grave of his mother and brother. 1999.

Achkhoti. 1999.

Sno. 1999.

Sno. Sanctifying of the Spiritual and Cultural Center after Shiola Gudushauri. 1999.
Sno. The Spiritual and Cultural Center after Shiola Gudushauri. 2001.

Dariali canyon. Blessing of the site designed for the monastery of monks. 2001.
Poka. St. Nino Region. The Divine Liturgy in the open air at the lake of Paravani. 1989.
Poka, St. Nino Region. A prayer service at the lake of Paravani. 1989.

Poka. 1989.

Adigeni Region, the village of Arali. 1988.

Akhalkalaki Region, the village of Afnia. 1988.

Andriatsminda. The Church of St. Apostle Andrew the First-Called. 1988.
Akhaltsikhe. In front of the museum. 1988.

Akhaltsikhe. Atskuri. At the ruins of the church dedicated to the not made by human hand icon
of the Theotokos. 1988.

Kvemo Vardzia. The Temple of the Most Holy Theotokos' Assumption. 1988.

On the way to the entrance to Sapara Monastery for monks. 1988.
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239.

240.

241.
242.243.244.245.
246

247

248

249.250.251.252.

253.
254.
255

256.257

258
259.260.
261.
262.
263.
264.265.
266.
267.
268.
269.270.271.
272.
273.274
275.276
277.278.

279.

280.
281,

282,

Vardzia. 1990.

On the way to Kvemo Vardzia. 1990.

Kvemo Vardzia. 1990.
Kvemo Vardzia. Assumption of the Most Holy Theotokos Temple. 1990.

Vardzia. Most Holy Theotokos Church. 1990.

Kvemo Vardzia. The monastery complex. 1990.

Adigeni Region. Zarzma. Zarzma Monastery for monks. 1980.

Akhaltsikhe. 1990.

Wyoas Valleys. 1990.

TBILISI
Sioni Cathedral. The commemoration day of St.
1980.

King David the Builder. The Divine Liturgy.

Sioni Cathedral. The Pentecost. 1980.
At the office of Publishing House of the Soviet Georgia Encyclopedia. 1980.

With the troupe of'é Kote Marjanishvili Theatre. 1980.

Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA 1i hands the Order of Friendship to the chairman of the Soviet
Georgian Supreme Coungcil - Pavle Gelashvili. 1984.

At the Museum of Peoples’s Friendship. 1985.

With the leaders of the Communist Party of Soviet Georgia. 1985.
At the exhibition of personal computers. 1983.

With the doctors of hospital 9. 1985.
Film studio. Meeting with the fitm producers - Rezo Chkheidze and Tengiz Abuladze. 1985.

With the troupe of the State Academic Theatre of Opera. 1985.

Sionj Cathedral. Palm Sunday. 1985.

Sioni Cathedral. Lazarus Saturday. 1986.

Sioni Cathedral. Great Thursday. Feet Washing. 1986.

Sioni Cathedral. Good Friday. Carrying out the Shroud of Christ. 1986.

Sioni Cathedrél‘ The decision of the Holy Synod about canonizing llia Chavchavadze. 1987.
Metekhi Church of the Most Holy Theotokos. The renewal of religious services. 1988.

The church of Anchiskhati. The renewal of religious services. 1988.

At the grave of Unknown Soldier. 1988,

TSé%r; Cathedral. A Thanksgiving service on the occasion of opening the Theological Academy-

Th i i
e day of opening of the Theological Academy. A board meeting at the Academy. 1988.
Sioni Cathedral. Among the sacristans. 1989,

Sioni Cathedral. With the male choir of the Cathedral. 1989,



283.284. Sioni Cathedral. Palm Sunday. 1989.

285. A procession from the Patriarchal Residence of Georgia to Sioni Cathedral. 1989.

286. With the bell forging workers. 1989.
287. At the House of Journalists. 1989.

288. At the Medical Higher Institution, 1989.

289. At the conference with the workers of Health Resort of Balneology. 1989.

290.291. At the Special School of Physics and Mathematics after llia Vekua. 1989.

292.293.294. At the Republican Palace of Youth. 1989.
295.296.297. At the Repubiican Palace of Youth. 1989.

208.299. The night on the 9th of April. in front of the Government Palace. 1989.

300.301.302.303. Sioni Cathedral. Memorial services in honor of the victims on April Sth. 1989.

304.305. Rustaveli avenue. In front of the Government Palace. 1990.

306. Sioni Cathedral. A memorial service in honor of the anniversary of the victims on April the 9th.

1990,
307.308.309.310. The reburial of the remains of King Solomon !i .1990.
311, Mtatsminda. St. David's mountain. At the tombstone of llia the Righteous. 1990.
312. At the cemetery of German captives. 1990.
313. Sioni Cathedral. A memorial Service in Zurab Chavchavadze’s honor. 1990.
314. Sioni Cathedral. Metropolitan Shio’s {Avalishvili) memorial service. 1890.
315. At the Temple of John the Theologian. 1990.
316. Sioni Cathedral. St. Nino's commemoration day.1991.
317.  With the Clergy of Sioni Cathedral .1981.
318. Blessing of the Parochial school in the former residence of the Georgian Patriarchate.1991.
319. At the opening of the first National Football Championship. 1991.

320. At the residence of the Georgian Patriarchate. Blessing of the flag of the Georgian
Church.1992.

321. Republican Square. The day of Georgia's becoming a member state of the United Nations.
1992.

322.328. Blessing of the high school after llia the Righteous. 1994.
324, With the graduates of Tbilisi Theological Seminary. 1995.
325.  With the Sacristans and Clergy of Sioni Cathedral. 1995.
326. Blessing the building of the Ministry of Defense. 1995.

327.  Sioni Cathedral. A memorial service for the souls of Princess Elene and Prince Giorgi
Bagrationi on the occasion of reburying their remains in Georgia. 1995.

328.329.330. Blessing of St. King David the Builder Church in the yard of Tbilisi State University. 1995.
331.332.  Sioni Cathedral. A religious celebration of Baptizing. Blessing the water. 1996.

333.  Sioni Cathedral. Baptizing of parentless children by the members of Georgian govemnment.

1996. 455
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367.368.

369.370.371.372.

373.374.

375.376.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. The 20th anniversary of the enthronement of iLja I,
Catholicos-Patriarch of all Georgia. 1997.

eatre of Opera. President of Georgia Edward (Giorgi) Shevardnaze
d the Builder's Order to the Catholicos-Patriarch of all Georgia on the

The State Academic Th
f His enthronement. 1997.

hands over St. King Davi.
occasion of the 20th anniversary o
tholicos-Patriarch of all Georgia is making a speech on

His Holiness and Beatitude iLIA I}, Ca nt. 1997,

the occasion of the 20th anniversary of His enthroneme
Sioni Cathedral. A prayer service on the occasion of the beginning of a new academic vearin
the Theological Academy. 1998.
The consecration of St. George Church in the yard of the State Security Commitee.199sg,

A display of the materials describing the life and work of KIRION I, Catholicos-Patriarch of 4|

Georgia. 1998.
Krisanisi official residence of the President of Georgia Edward (Giorgi) Shevardnadze. The

day of inauguration. 2000
Secondary school 126. 2000.

Temka settlement. One of the secondary schools. 2000.

At the Charity House of the Georgian Patriarchate, together with the British ambassador,
Richard Jenkins. 1998.

An ordinary Monday. At the Charity House of the Georgian Patriarchate. 1999.

At the Charity House of the Georgian Patriarchate, together with the Minister of foreign affairs
of Great Britain, Robin Cook. 2000.

The consecration of the church built by prisoners in the yard of the state penitentiary hospital.
2000.

The prayer room of the state penitentiary hospital. 2000.

The Georgian parliament. The day of constitutional agreement signed between the All-
Catholic and Autocephalous Church of Georgia and the Georgian government. 2002.
Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. Blessing of the state flag. 2004.

Gelat_i Monastery complex. President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili is taking a solemn oath
of office at the Tombstone of St. King David the Builder. 2004.

President of Georgia Mikheil Saakashvili's inauguration. 2004.

Cashueti St,'GeQrge Church. A prayer service, dedicated to the national accord with Georgian
President Mikheil Saakashvili, Prime Minister Zurab Jhvania and other representatives of the

authorities. 2004,
Establishing the fund of the Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia. 2005

éta ltr:wjicrgeeptir;g ofhthltle- Presidium of the Georgian National Academy of Sciences where
s-Patriarch ILIA Il was elected h i demy of
Seomas onorary member of the National Academy

Attending a display of competitive projects for Holy Trinity Cathedral. 1990.

A display of competitive projects for Holy Trinity Cathedral. 1990.

The day of layi i e i
Prophet%lwgel,aymg the foundation of Holy Trinity Cathedral on the Mount of Eljah the

The Patriarchal Residenc i i ; i ol
Trinity Cathecha! 1505 e of Georgia. A meeting on the issue of the construction of Holy
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Visiting the construction site of Holy Trinity Cathedrai,

Visiting the construction site of Holy Trinity Cathedral,

Constructing Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Divine Litwrgy on the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of the enthronement of Catholicos- Patriarch ILIA Il. 2002,

Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Construction site, 2002.

In Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Construction site. 2002,
#ﬂ::l;(g:mtﬁem%:c&cﬂMummmmemwmmwﬁmdew
The elevation of the cross on the dome of Holy Trinity Cathedral.2003.

The construction site of Holy Trinity Cathedral.2004.

Visiting the construction site of Holy Trinlty Cathedral.2004.

The consecration day of Holy Trinity Cathedral. 2004.

Holy Trinity Cathedral. Blessing of the meal.2004.

In the altar of Holy Trinity Cathedral on the day of its consecration. 2004.

Holy Trinity Cathedral. The throne of the Holy Trinity on a high piace in the altar. 2004.

Holy Trinity Cathedral. Beneath the throne of the Holy Trinity there is another throne for the
Catholicos-Patriarch of all Georgia. 2004.

A manuscript of the Gospe! (four Books) on papyrus (calfs skin), written in Old Georgian
alphabet "Khutsuri". 140 pages altogether. 2004.

The first page of the Gospel. 2004.
Holy Trinity Cathedral on the day of its consecration. 2004.

Holy Trinity Cathedral. Catholicos-Patriarch of all Georgia ILIA Ii congratulats all Georgia on
the New Year's day. 2005.

Holy Trinity Cathedral, 2008,
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ian Church is 2000 years old. It was here - in this sacred place of
es Andrew the First Cailed and Simon the Canaanite preacheq in
Christianity for Georgia. It was through Adjaria ang
of the country.

The history of the Georg!
- 1
Adjaria that the Holy Apost
i jaria i dle of

the first century. Adjaria is thg cra
Lazetia that the Light of Jesus’ word spread out 10 the rest
despair due to present misery and hardships, s;

Do not feel uneasy and do not ever N . since
great tribulation is often the forerunner to future peace and well-being. Letus remember to the
grief over the Savior's Crucifixion. which was superse'ded by joy and delight; humiliation
became the guaranty of glory and death yielded to eternity.

Any suffering or plight implies a profound sense and it b_ears a special flavor. After pajn
comes relief and unexpected joy Of vice versa, like "after fasting comes feasting”. It keeps life
in balance. Therefore as the Arabic proverb has it:_ "Permane.m sunny Qays Create a desert",
Indeed, people who pass their lives without any grief or anguish, look like a desert. Constant
thinking about success and further advancement leads to the danger of waxing arrogant ang
sel-assertive. It kindles a false assumption that we are the masters of our life disregarding

God's assistance. o
It is only in grief that we are aware of our infirmities and hopelessness, so we realize how

urgently we require God’s protection and refuge.

On April 19th, an incredible tragedy took place here...
Today all Georgia grieves over it again. The 9th and 19th of April are the dates which will

be ever remembered by our people; yet this is the day of mourning and at the same time the
day of spiritual unification. This grief reunified our nation.

People very often avoid thinking about death, which is not right. Death is an inevitable
reality; it is a pledge in order to begin a new life and meet the Lord. Woe to those who do not
get prepared for it and those who do not remember their basic goals on Earth. Instead, they
pass their fives on earth in careworn labors for worldly things, indulging their desires and

ambitions.

This earthly life is only a temporary event; it is a testing of our souls and a preparatory step
to eternity, to what we are getting closer day by day.

May the Lord give us the faculty to judge with the more percipient eye of the mind, may the
Lord give us the grace to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Only then we can attain real

freedom.

I recall my visit to Abkhazia in 1967, when as Hierarch [ first addressed local residents. |
ca_njt help remembering the warmth, cordiality and kindness 1 experienced then, as | was the
spiritual father of all Orthodox Christians abiding in that vicinity.

_\_Ne may have different ambitions and indulge various desires but justice, love and the
ability to analyze Qeeply should never leave us. This is the basic principle for peace and
mutual understanding, not only between individuals but among peoples.

May the Lord save and protect Georgia from visible and invisible foes, may the Most Holy
Theotokos keep ail Georgia in Her motherly lap. Amen.

St. Nino, the great enlightener and protector of all Georgia, still prolongs her great labor in
today's Georgia. it is wrong to assume that St. Nino only preached in the beginning of the 4
century'and s'_Te accomplished her apostolic duty then and there. St. Nino, with her cross of
grape vines still keeps walking in all parts of our country, protecting all Georgia.

" lia Chavchavadze stgﬁed his creative work in the fateful and crucial time for Georgia,
Ieazn "‘;1‘{' cogntry lost its independence and the Georgian Church also lost Georgian

ership as it fell under the jurisdiction of Russian religious Synod. Spiritual life was dead,
our sanctities and Bethlehem fouled and desolate.

Heartfelt awareness of the Christian faith enables us to grasp the depths of fMtOV:a'
he futy

Phil ) A
losophy and mystical essence of historical events. Disregarding the past and { 4
ur ancestors

lize our past

makes it j i

expe?';ser]:cgn: 0;3|ble fo enjoy fully today's life. Rethinking and remembering 0

through a i nd consideration of life is urgently indispensable. We have to visua
ISceming eye to make good judgments for the future.
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A|I' our present worldly life is a preparation for our encounter with God, the Lord. If a man
doesn’t experience his spiritual purification and transfiguration, meeting the Lord would end up
woefully. Despite the fact, whether man is a believer or not, whether he is willing or not to
come before the Lord, this encounter will inevitably take place and he must account for all his
deeds to attain the eternally joyous state in His glory or eternal torture deservedly.

Tr_\e Church js thg body of the Lord; its basic goal is just to heal a sick man's soul which is
heavily laden with sins. A spiritual transfiguration is only possible in the Church. It is here that

the ley Spirit acts with all its power and life-giving immortal Mysteries are performed only
here in order to purge and enlighten the faithful.

Wg often indulge a desire to create the paradise on Earth but we should remember that the
Earth is never and can never be the paradise, since it is the place for cast out sinners.

We are not born only to die and then vanish. The aim of each of us is to earn eternity and

to come before the Lord, as life is in God and in everlasting bliss, whereas earthly life is a test
for our souls.

Our earthly life is the gate leading to fully glorious and eternal life. Worldly life is full of
challenges, complications and diversities. In this short life we have to manage to apprehend
the world's reaj face, to have the right recognition of it and most importantly, we should know

ourselves. "You have to see yourself in the world and the world in yourself inseparably.” This
is what we should strive for.

The spiritual elect is the person who can hold the Lord’s glory within himself, who can find
God and live according to His precepts. Such joy is unending and out of the Earth; it is so
profound, eternal and authentic. This happiness is not of good old days but of life full of

sufferings and hard times. This is the joy not only of life, but also of death. This happiness is
not temporary, but everlasting.

A teenager should be stirred inside with love and veneration for the Holy Scripture; he
should have a desire for a religious life. They should be devoid of ruinous and sinful
inclinations. They should be taught to discern evil from good, how to experience repentance
and reconciliation. They should have the courage to admit their guilt. They should be taught
how to fight for righteousness and get accustomed to live in love, how to feel the pain of others
and be concerned about the needy and inadequate. In general, we should rouse in them a
desire to live and work in accord with God, Nature and their fellowmen.

The likeness of God is achieved through the free will of man. The God-given free will gives
wide possibilities for any choice. It is falsely assumed that the driving power of man's life is in
inevitable destiny. It is not so! The future is in every man's hands, he chooses the way either
1o the Lord or to perdition. During the mystical process of man’s existence, some are destined
for Cain's life and others for Abel's. The heart of the former harbors malice and it is full of
spleen and animosity, but the heart of the latter is full of kindness, virtues and endless love.
Obviously free will is decisive. If we admit the self-sustenance of destiny, then ail human
virtues like Jove, devotion, meekness, peace and charity... become meaningless.

It is hardly ever known that the Most Holy Theotokos’ robe has been preserved in Zugdidi,
Georgia. It bears the Savior's effigy (face) on it.
The Most Holy Theotokos' robe is a great sanctity for the whole Christian world. Therefore

we regard that this day should be observed not only as a religious feast, but it should become
a common national celebration.

The Church is a kind of preparatory sanctuary, where believers are being tempered for the
entry into eternal life. In addition it is here, that mystical sacraments and devotional services
are performed. It is here, that man is spiritually reborn and transformed. lt is here that he
becomes the chosen tabernacle for the Holy Spirit.

Everyone is destined to meet the day of departure from the earthly life. Death is virtually
a rebirth in the other world...
It's ratner painful to get separated from a loved one. Yet beyond all grief and dismay,
we should see unending, night-less light that embraces the sout of the departed if he is a true
peliever. We should visualize the defeat of death by Jesus and His Resurrection.

| would fike to tell all those who are present here and those who are departed to the other
world (they also hear us as they are alive). Great is your merit before your country qu great
will be the honor duly rewarded to you by the Lord. You used to fight for freedom, religion and
motherland; you fought for our bright future. You fought against ignorange and darkness.
Virtually great is your sacrifice and hence your input which is duly appreciated by God and
your motherland.
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King David the Builder is the most outstanding among our kings for his wisdom, great
i iritual strength. _
pur:(y. ﬁ?;ezfgﬁzzuiﬁ:g:nd Jabor provide us with all evidence we need to declare that He
is life. X
was the king and spiritual father of all Georgia.
0 lication that can be compared wj
- i Repentance” is an awesome supp! on n b . with
A d:::s o(iag:’e’:e?s ”Thz Great Canon” or blessed Augustus’ "Confession”. It justly reflects
el
i ilder's spiritual soul... ) .
Da\_/rl: the ?:,ch;;; e’:/er any scholars, writers or theo[oglans who have npt come In touch with
this illjgfriius personality. However, there is much still to do and investigate in this fielq. We
should study David the Builder as a great theologian.
. . d great king bless and strengthen you! p
he Builder, our great ancestor lan } hen you! May
Dax:};hgagﬁl;er provide you and all Georgia with the true and steadfast lfanh! May God
bestow on you purity and ability of acknowledging your sms_and experiencing repentancel
These are the virtues that made our great ancestors SO CONSPICUOUS.
i i i ly for scholarly works but also for spirit
he Academy of Gelati is destined not on i é : . pirtual
acliIities It shoxilld give people the knowledge of man’s basic and |mp9rtant duties, stirring a
desire of cieansing and repenting in order to prepare them for et"ernal life...

Not in vain the Academy of Gelati used to be called the "Second Jerusalem" and the
»Second Athens". Jerusalem implied lofty spiritual ideals and Athens meant high scholarly
standard.

Science is blessed by God. ltis man'’s attainment of beinAg His ovyn image. Nevertheless
we should strive to keep the straight path during this complicated high-tech revolution. We
should apply man’s fruitful mind to the right trend and we should try hard to see that scientific

progress should not impede man’s spiritual development.

A leadership role has been taken by the members of the intelligentsia in raising people’s
spiritual virtues and accomplishments. In this respect we definitely have such a power that
may lead the people only in the interrelations with the Church in order to give the best effect

or else arrogance and self-assertion may overwhelm them.

We need a strong spiritual backbone, the foundation of which is built on spiritual reality.
Our great ancestors were firmly rooted on this foundation. Therefore, they created such
indescribable spiritual wealth — culture and they held it to bequeath to us, of which we are so

proud today.

O Heavenly Father, grant us the power of our great ancestors’ faith, their unswerving trust
and fervor of their arduous love!

Bestow on us the gift of apprehending caimness of eternal peace in this secular noise, so
that we should strive and rejoice in Thee unto ages of ages.

Fear not to endure the cross allotted to you by the Lord, the Savior came not for
punishment and condemnation, but for salvation. He would provide each of us with such a
cross that can be endured. Only we have to trust, hearken to Him and follow Him.
Nevenheless, shallow faith is not sufficient for one to be called an Orthodox Christian. It is
indispensable to be reborn again to become a new man. This is attained only through a
religious life.

Worldly life is a precious gift endowed from God. However, we often waste it aimlessly and
cgrelessly, forgetting the shortness of life. We worry either about the past or dream about a
bright future full of expectations, whereas the present time ie. our life passes through
meaningless dreams and anxiety.

wi”Teh(’se following the way of Jesus, not only come closer to the knowledge of the Truth, but

accor;e?sﬁalga!(e of it. Partaking of the Truth grants them eternal life. So, those wishing 10

come ‘7 'Sh their real goal 1o save their souls, primarily should take the straight path and then
closer to the Truth. This is how to achieve the aim i.e. to attain the eternity.

; - iie. We believe You wili i nd streng
in our spirtual transfiguration. endow us with the power for success a
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How could weary people, combat i i
- s ant fighters against countless foes, manage to erect the
skyscraping cathedral in Mtskhet: { i, i i mi
a — Svetit -
through Jesus'grace. vetitskhoveli, if not the God-given almighty power

aw;::nl;;fo;iera;ﬂjss (indivisible) robe (preserved in Miskheta) provides the Georgians with
fob Symbaes e esus the Lord and encourages them to vigorous labor. The indivisible
love of Gog s e urfmy a’mong people ar}d Llnendlng fellowship with God. It is due to this
© resema t e of one’s lellowmen V\lhlch is the inexhaustible fountain that we managed

pi e for the present time. Georgia, as the possessor of this universal sanctity, is

destined 1o be unified and inse, i i
> parable. Moreover,
otanoato be M it should set an example of unity to other

" Ufntlller the guidance of our lathel confessors, the believers started marching in St. Nino's
ay, following in Her footsteps praying, fasting and laboring. They might have gone through

countless temptations and many hardships, but due to St. Nino's intercession they attained

grace and strength and finally they brought that down to us in Svetitskhoveli Cathedral.

Your excellence,
President of Georgia,

Tht_a Will of ng and the wish of our nation are performed - You are elected President of all
Geor_gla. Great is Your labor not only for Georgia but for the whole world. Yet from now on
special responsibilities have been laid on You for the welfare and peace of our country. We
hope You will do Your best for the "fullness” of Georgia and unification of the Georgian people.

Through _Baptizir_lg a man is reborn anew; he becomes a member of the church and a part
of Jesus Christ. He is absolved of not only Adam's first committed sin, but of all other manifold

iniquities. God's image is restored in him and he is bestowed with the grace and all virtues of
the Holy Spirit.

The Ge_orgian Church has been and is and will always be the spirit of the Georgian nation.
Tlle Georgian Church is a holy sanctuary, where the inner nature of the Georgians has been
raised, developed, restored and transformed. it is the gate to the Glorification of God.

The Church is the only place of our salvation. It is the door to etemnal blissful life. It is not
permissible either to come late or to postpone coming to devotional services - the process of
spiritual cleansing and upswinging. Nobody knows what has tomorrow in store for us. So do
not linger, let us become members of Jesus' Church and partake of the sacraments including

Baptism, the Holy Chrismation, Holy Repentance, the Holy Eucharist and other Holy Mysteries
offered through Her.

This magnificent Temple, where we stand praying, was erected in King Vakhtang
Gorgasali's honor as Rustavi diocese was actually established during his reign... it is due to
the great efforts of St. King Vakhtang Gorgasali that the first Catholicos-Patriarch Peter was

established and our Church received autocephaly (independence) from the Antiochian
Church.

The world is so ineffably beautiful and boundless; and man is such a wonder—he is the
image of God and the crown of the Creation. Great is the Lord and incomprehensible.
immeasurable and incredible is His patience, His everlasting love for us - the sinners.

God, fellow citizens and | - This is a divine triangle that should be finked with love. if any
of these links breaks down, the love itself will collapse, it will be lowered down to become a
base iust and finally will disappear at all.

People, whose life is grounded on faith and love, are naturally pious, God-fearing and
devout. They will respect their parents, love their neighbors, will never steal, never attempt at
anybody's life, or accuse anybody falsely. They will be free of envy and will lead a religious
life treating others likewise they wish to be treated, because the true love embraces all edges
of Christian life. It determines and lays foundation to the fellowship between the Creator and
man; it also sets up right relations among men.

O Almighty God, Thou art the Way, the Truth and the Life; we bow our knees and plead to
lead us on Thy straight and narrow path; O gracious Lord, have mercy and endow on us
wisdom of heart to discern what the Truth is to serve to it... O Lord, Thou knowest our life is
so short and speedy. All our life is full of temptations. Thou art the help of the helpless and
refuge for all the hopeless. We commend our soul and body; help us not to be drovyned in the
bottomless ocean of lifle. May Thy mighty hand stretch out and help us - the contrite and t_he
fallen to rise. We call upon Thee; do not cast us away from Your presence as we are Thine
children. O Lord... make us worthy of eternal bliss as dwelling under Thy wings in Thy garden
is the highest favor and compassion.

461
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The way to Justice and Truth is Jesus’ way. It is narrow and thorny, but heaveniy racious
and the only golden way.
. il i ilv in Kazbek. The first name of their ear
i is a distinguished family in J . - y ancesty
The Gud:shilg'y:e was Si. King Vakhtang Gorgasali's godchild. Later, his dESCendemsr
was Gudusha a d another branch of Shiola Gudushauri came into being, Shiola's

N > n \ Gu
increased in number a anch ‘
mother was Bagrationi by name and his wife was Eristav

e o X by day we are approaching the gates of etern;
¢ s like a trip in a desert. Day by g N ernity.
Wi m:tdiz,g?n‘am {0 have a worthy approaching. God's great mercy is that we are not awa?;
otflf)ur doom's day in order not to forget and always remember death. In so doing we shouid

spend each day as if the last one.

We have already consecrated the site, which is_meant fOf build_ing a monastery for the
Archangels Michael and Gabriel. This mona;tery will _be multl-functlona}l; :! will become the
gate and the first host for the northern visitors in Georgia. From the stgn it wl_II make them fee|
that they are guests in a Christian cou_mry. Fynhermore, the supp_omve rellglpus authorities
for the border guards will be so essential... It is herg that fonhcomlng mountain _cllmbers will
pray to conquer the mountain peaks or travel on thenr way to Russra_. Yet the main role of the
monastery Is to establish the spiritual way of life and strengthen national feeling among local
dwellers.

In Javakheti, at the Lake of Paravani, St. Nino had‘a yision of the Lgrd, our Savior, who
bequeathed a printed letter with ten articles. The holy virgin had to hand it over to the King of
Kartli, in Miskheta. St. Nino, Equal-to-the Apostles, asked shepherds for the directions to
Miskheta and according to their guidance, she walked down along the river. Hence forwarg
the way walked by St. Nino from Paravani to Mtskheta is considered sacred, as it established

Jesus' Light in Georgia.

I'm glad to be in the sacred place in Meskheti which is the fountain of our faith and culture.
For many centuries, our enemies have tried to wipe off the Christian faith among us as they
knew that loss of the faith meant collapse of the nation. Despite great casualties, the residents
of Meskheti, like all the Georgian people, had to endure the great turmoil because they had

never betrayed and had always been faithful to the Savior.

Our Church should pay special attention to this ancient part of Georgia, which used to be
historically rather advanced and which had to overcome a lot of temptations. The renewal of
national spirit in Meskheti is linked with our times. True believers should participate in this work
to preserve it for posterity. The Georgian word, prayer and congregational song should always

be heard here and everywhere.

For many centuries this has been one of the most sacred places for the Georgians... It is
here that St. Queen Tamar implored Vardzia's icon of the Most Holy Theotokos to protect the
Georgian army in the battle of Basiani. She was praying barefooted full of tears. So the Lord
heard her prayers and favored her to overcome the countless enemies.

You live in the place where the history of Christianity started in Georgia. It is here, that the
foundation to Christian culture was laid out. A great number of existing monasteries in this
area fs a convincing confirmation to this fact. Do not ever betray the faith that helped you and
all Georgia to survive.

May-you have the favor of the perfect and all pervading love: the love of God, love of your
fellowmen, the love of your motherland and the immortal Soul; the love of your bright future,
the virtues and all that mayest enlighten the eyes of your understanding to raise you again.

Religious feasts commemorate not only the sacred events that occurred in the remote past,
bu} }hey also make those spiritual sanctities very real and familiar to us. They make us grow
spiritually because they are timeless and stand beyond time.

" The merits or demerits of the leading members of the society and the intelligentsia lie in
e fact that they through their faith and life-style can spiritually either save or ruin not only
the?selves. but all their surrounding people and many others.
The ?o(::);hr:tmh more significant duties are laid on our intelligentsia than they are aware OIL
b et w?s playgd by the royal dynasty, the nobility together with the clergy now Sh(:urs
o | over for the intelligentsia, They should become the true path-finders and protecto
e national faith; they are creators of new culture and art.



133.

134.

136.

138.

142.

147.

148.

150.

151.

153.

Whe i
should :or‘:;;eta;k ab?ut preserving the exclusivity of our cuiture, we do not mean that we
urselves in our own eggshell. Whereof we do not need learning from others.

No, we should be like a sensi " )
sible and indust i
proper flowers fit for honey making. rious bee, which stores up the nectar from the

Lit f
erature and art, in general, have a great cultural and educational significance. The most

gifted and talented writers and i i
gifte producers, who are in th i
insight of the lofty ideals of the world % ke Qoo Snepherds who can gosd an

e lofty y life. They are like good shepherds who can goad and

support us in finding the straight path to know the reality.g ’ 9

Iife-;r;:j Chu_rch is like an o'asis where our souls, weary and loaded with emotions, vanities of
anxieties can find inner peace, calmness and relief. Those, who haphazardly drop in

here even for 15 minutes and have no idea about God, eternal life or the Immortal Soul, are
attracted by awesome surroundin

gs, beautiful religious servi i
hymns. Yet those, who are full of S i, v s e ooy

: > divine love and fervor of faith, are aware of more profound
and essential things than simple aesthetic pleasure. P

\ The Gegrglan Iaqua_ge is deep, poundiess, mystical, humble and incomprehensible like
ove and_mlqa Its origin is unknown like the origin of Melchizedek, the chief-priest. The whole
Georgia is d_lssol\l/ed init... Itis as beautiful as a freshly budding spring flower and as pleasing
gs.a newly risen life-giving sun-ray. It is vested in blue and in heaven is its beginning. The Lord
is its Parent and Protector. lts word is as sharp as St. King David the Builder's sword. Itis as
adamant as Svetitskhoveli and tender as the morning dew hanging like a pearl on a flower.

The canoni'zing of _llia Chavchavadze is not only recognizing his merits (though great is his
labor and merits for his people and the Church). In general, after canonizing a person through
godly prayers and grace, he is given an exceptional gift — the power to answer the supplication

pf the souls of his people. From now on, ilia Chavchavadze — liia the Righteous is the
intercessor of his people and Church before God.

It is one of the most gloricus days for our nation. Through God's bountiful mercies,
compassion and prayers Tbilisi Theological Academy is being opened...
Thilisi Theological Academy should be a worthy follower of the traditions of lqatto, Gelati

and Gremi Academies. It should become an overlapping bridge between modern science and
theology.

At present, in a two-income family, when both parents are engaged outside their homes,
the children's education is mostly focused on school. School and its surroundings are a
second family for youngsters. Wherein, on the one hand, children’s habits obtained at home
are strengthened here at school; on the other, the acquired knowledge is also revaluated here.
Furthermore, special forms of relationships for their fellowmen are also infused here...

School, like any separate family, should have a father confessor. It is through his guidance
and his spiritual talks, prayers, confessions and Holy Communion, that every man should
create his own life-cross; the vertical fine of which is unceasingly striving to the Lord, whiie the
horizontal one - to their fellowmen.

Truly, Georgia today is going through manifold political, social, spiritual and other
problems, but the major concern of ours is the right training of our children, since the wellbeing
of a family is the basis for the security and weilbeing of our people and our country... The
number of subjects taught at school is not as important as the quality of the knowledge
obtained there. The point is how to put spiritual life into practice. This is what counts.

O Gracious God, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless, sweeten, educate and
favor our children. Grant them constant faith, since without the right faith, no salvation is ever
gained. O Lord and King of Heaven, Thou art the prefect and sanctified love, so infuse in them
virtues and benefits, fill their hearts with Thine love so that they may love their homeland, their
parents and their fellowmen. Fillest up our future generation with spiritual and physical power
and give them the gift of love for studies and learning. Favor them to be pious, hgmble,
trustworthy, obedient and charitable so that they become tabernacles for the Holy Spirit.

Though | didn’t know what was to happen, a frightful apprehension overwhelmed me. So,
| decided to stay with the people to share their lot.

April the 9th is our grief and our spiritual upheaval at the same tirpe. Yet it was a trial. itis
impossible to live only through illusions of our heroic past. Considering our past, we.have to
clearly visualize not only our present, but our future too. We have t_o see who are wnth_us to
discern our present surroundings and the forthcoming as well; which is the road leading to
freedom.
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the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, which ig yp,
uth, to enlighten our minds and the eyes of Ou?

I implore the Lord. the All Holy Trinity,
d step on the straight path to freedom. Amen,

i tain of the Tr
Truth itself and the foun
understanding to apprehend the Truth an
! i Il is not a simple affair. | consider ;

:al of the remains of King Solom_on : o it v
n?:;icre;”:,aelllowith the return of the last King of Georgia the favor of God returns 1o oy
syt .
country.
The chariot of llia the Righteous’ ife, fike the chariot of llia the Prophet, flashed over e

i ever to be wiped off.
. ia as a sparkle and left the trace n > wi . .
Smi:: g‘erlo;gever call His departure a death; it was a crucifixion and a immediate ascension

1t was a transfiguration that dissolved in the heart of every Georgian to be raised as love of

the nation again.

e and true science unmistakably bringsl man to God... Many a m
depg:tzér’l:‘?;?;: :Ie?/igr in touch with the Truth. This is because enh.er they had never searchzg
for it. or searched in the wrong place, where it was impossible to find... False falth takes man
away from the Truth and finally it ruins hlrr_L We should remembgr that searching for the truth
is a challenging process; it is a spiritually, mtellectgaily and physically strenuous labor. Future
generation should be organized and prepared for it from early adolescence.

The Church is a soul - healing sanctuary. Various p_eople come here: the rich and the poor,
the virtuous and the wicked, the ennobled and the evil possessed. They all come to improve
their lives, to correct their thoughts and manifold §ins. T_hey come weary of Iife_, heavily laden
with guilt, to blot out all transgressions and s_anctlfy thes( souls_ from every stain. The Church
gives every possibility for cleansing and spiritual transfiguration. Only, man shouid have 3

desire and real frust in repentance unto remission of his sins.
Ungodly people irequently judge the Church because they meet there many people

burdened with frightful sins. Yet they forget the Savior's words: | came not unto judgment, nor
unto condemnation, but unto the healing of the soul and body of the penitents. "I desire mercy,
not sacrifice. For | have not come to call the righteous but sinners” (Matthew, 9.13)

Christianity is a religion of peace, perfect love and everlasting joy. A faithful Christian
rejoices at sharing and caring, giving joy to others.

The power of the ceremony of Holy Baptism means 1o start one’s life anew, to serve to
Jesus and people. A faithful believer finds joy and gladness only in this. This is that makes a

sense of life.

We have to try our best to raise the spiritual level of our youth. We should guide to
accomplish the young, uncorrupted and perfectible culture of their heart.

The harmonious blend of heart and mind gives great possibilities to improve and
accomplish man’s spiritual, intellectual and cultural awareness. It helps to know oneself. So,
learning the Bible is very significant.

The Bible is the only book of mankind which presents man as he was and is, in general -
in his natural surroundings: fallen and raised, raised and fallen. It exposes both his virtues and
vices. The Bible never sweet-talks or downsizes a person, it reveals him as he is seen by the
Omniscient Creator - God.

The Bible unfolds deep and tender layers of our soul. It exposes the aftermath of any sin
and evil, the outcome of love and kindness; it also unveiis eternal and temporary values.

Help the needy if you want to be helped by God. Give others temporary joy, if you want to
become worthy of immortal bliss. Share the worldly alms and kindness with others, if you want
to partake of heavenly grace.

Every Christian should be compassionate, like the merciful Samaritan nt only for his
relatives and loved ones, but in general, he should be gracious and charitable for any man.
fegardless of his nationality and religious faith, because Christian love has no boundary.

. dThou art lovg and love-giving Lord, open our locked hearts to be filled up with Thy infipite
nd super love, in order to feel the pain of others and to serve for the welfare of human kind.

dee,dlgn%l/")fe the 'ford, may he grant you steadfast faith and love that will be revealed in king

gec s‘anczligyhe glye you the discerning eye to see the misery of others. May the Lord -blfse
\ and increase you in fai ing ki i ish you 1t

everlasting kingdom, Amer, aith, through serving kindness that will establish ¥
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. Wh_en wevsee frightful sins, we often condemn, judge and punish the criminal. Yet we never
Ty to investigate the reasons that led this man up to that crime; we never find out the
cireumstances under which his childhood passed or what his life was, who or what pushed him

to becomg a crjminal. Neither do we care to improve the conditions of other youths who live
under similar circumstances.

We forget that we must hate sins, but we should love and pity those who commit sins and

crimeg, who are the tool in the hands of the evil. We should not ignore and neglect him, but
help him overcome his drawbacks and flaws.

!f_a prisoner knovys that he is not abandoned but he is remembered and trusted, he will
definitely have a desire for improvement and he will have confidence in his abilities. Then he
may have a hope of the future.

_The law a_bou! the dgath-penalw (capital sentence) is a great sin, as we not only eliminate
evil, but multiply it. "Evil can not heal evil'- as St. Basil the Great teaches us. Only kindness

anc_j.virtue can cure it. Such a cruel way of punishment should never exist in a human,
legitimate state.

i cons!der that the constitutional agreement signed between the Church of Georgia and
the Georgian Government should become a mutually beneficiat background for joint actions

for the welfare of the country. This significant document should be timely put in practice if we
want to build a democratic state on moral bases.

The relations between the Church and the government are similar to that of the soul and

flesh integrity. They both have their places and they both are harmoniously governed by a
sober mind and good will.

Today we are blessing the state flag with five crosses and all Georgia is being vested in
bountitul mercies and kindness through the Lord’s love.

Your excellence, Mr. President,

Everything is God's Will in this world.

Devine Providence established You today in this magnificent cathedral and granted You
the grace of leading our country.

This is the sanctuary built by St. King David the Builder that has served Georgia as a
symbol of wisdom and sagacity, faith and spiritual height for ages.

This is the sacred place, where many a tear was shed and many a prayer performed to
praise the Lord, to preserve the unity and welfare of the country.

People's trust is the solemn guarantee of Your future success. This is a very delightful
event but at the same time it loads You with special responsibilities and You have to take great
care.

There are authorities, who please men and are literally enslaved by the darkness of worldly
concerns. They are only serving time. Such people never create historical images.

There are authorities who by their deeds please primarily the Lord and receive due worldly
honors. As a rule, their names are kept alive for posterity.

The option is Yours.

It is here in this cathedral that the first day of Your presidency is beginning. May the Lord
make this road progressive, forward-looking, successful and fruitful for our country...

Taking the cath of office at the Tombstone of St. King David the Builder is very symbolic
and very responsible, as not only the present Georgia, but the heavenly Georgia keeps
watching You. It requires “ordinary advancing of our motheriand into future”.

Yesterday and the day before yesterday we were celebrating great occasions of blessing
and inauguration of the President of Georgia. All Georgians met this day with great joy, f}.\!l of
hopes. Today is also & great historical day — the change of government has brought a spirit of
perfect accord and national reconciliation... ) ) !

I'd like to congratulate personally You, Mr. President, on this historical day. It is delightful,
that Your presidency is beginning with the act of peace and recongciliation.

Today is a very special day, | would say, a very significant and historical day, becausc_e the
fund of the Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia is being established. 1t is called "Intemano_nal
Charity Fund for Spiritual, Scientific and Cultural Revival (Restoration) _aqd Development ._It
will be very important for Georgia because any person can participate in it, rggardless qf his
religion or national origin. This fund will provide for refreshing and strengthening the national
spirit and state thought. ) o i

i You know that since 1801, when Georgia lost its political independence, i.e. for two
centuries the national and state mentality has been shrinking. We have to know who we were,
who we are and who we shall be. ] ) ] i

We have to be a spiritual tower of strength as we used to be in the times of St. King David
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ope that this fund will encourage not only increasin,
thg ‘Builder andthsrbgtu 2?:0T;:"/er'oéi';gp our culture. You are well vaware of the fact tha? ?#é
spiritual s:re"‘g' ‘have made outstanding contributions to the world's treasury and this progeqg
Qeorglan F"?Op ed A Georgian has such a god-given gift, wmch shoulfi be inevitably revealed.
$ht° ézg:;?;;“:]eer;e will have its say in the future 100 and this word will be more poweriy) o
e s = N
than r?e hadde‘/?jr zgg;]nc;htehzaj;velopmem of our science considerably. Th(is is again very
i Th«s furf1 me future of Georgia. Therefore, we shall havelclo_se contacts with the Georgian
iggg;ﬁ;‘o?rSciences, our universities and with higher institutions. We shall try our best o
stretch out a helpful han
However, the main concern
spirit and state thought.

d to our scientists. ) . .
of ours still remains strengthening and increasing the national

) k you for this honorary degree that has b
i, | am happy to greet You and ih_an ] ; cen
con}f:grsrfegf; me. | bovs??ny knee before our scientists. Great is the labor and Your contribution
before the Church of our country and our people. As the Roman say.mg %OBS: "Tempora
tantur et nos mutamur in illis"- "Time changes and we change accorqmgw I would like 1o
muta is a historical event. This would have been

. whatever is happening now and hgre,A ! . :
isnac);ec;‘ilble in the Soviet time. It is for the first ime that the Catholicos-Patriarch is elected an

honorary member of the Academy of Scignces.“ ) ) o )
Your};re well aware that our monasteries used to be _pnman!y smen_tmc seats in Georgia.
Together with the spiritual fabor, great scholarly studies were carried out there by our

Fathers... ) ) .
At present the Georgian Academy of Sciences is a powerfu_l sgholarly centre, which shouid
be taken great care of. In addition, we should be concerned with its growth and increase - the
upsurge should be unceasing... N -
| consider that the Academy of Sciences should work out rather efficient projects and
proposals to meet the immediate demands of today's standards and help develop the

country... ,
We should not live only through our past and we shouldn’t only be proud of our heroic

history. We have to think about the present day and present problems, the challenges that are
set up before our people. The Church, the state and, first of all, our scholars should think about
what the Georgian ideology should be; the idea that will survive all Georgia.

I'd like to tell you that the Georgian Church used to serve and wilt always serve our country,
our people and privately You — our scientists. | thank You once more for this great honor.

The display of the array of models for the construction of Holy Trinity Cathedral at the
competition launched in Tbilisi is the expression of the steadfast faith, thought and cuiture of

our society.

The construction of Holy Trinity Cathedral is a great historical event. The Church in Georgia
has always been an expression of spiritual and physical strength. It has always relieved the
load of the heavy cross for the Georgians. It also always increases our hope for the future.

Mankind is on the threshold of the second and third millenniums, there is no greater and
more significant event culturally and spirituaily than building an epochal cathedral. Therefore,
by constructing All Holy Trinity Cathedral Georgia is commemorating the 2 000th anniversary
of the Nativity of Jesus Christ, the 20 centennial of the anniversary of Christianity in Georgia
and marking the date of three-thousand-year old history of the Georgian state.

Building the Cathedral of the Al Holy Trinity is a God-given favor. At the same time it is a
symbol of renewal of unified Georgia as a nation state... This magnificent cathedral will be the
crown of one integral Georgia.

As a rule, the high place of Holy Trinity Cathedral should have been designed for the
Patriarch’s throne. Instead, there will be a throne for the Holy Trinity; wherein the Patriarch’s
throng will be located a bit lower beneath. Such a throne is only on Mt. Sinai. There the high
pface is located in the east of the altar and nobody sits on it. No patriarch ever sits there. Such
was certainly the Will of God. ..

chh‘a tradition is never observed anywhere except on Mt. Sinai. Thus, the tradition from
M. Sinai will be reestablished in Holy Trinity Cathedral in Georgia.
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In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit!

0 -~ "
abova tAh”e‘—r‘giy r1]"nnltfy1,_ra|se 'th'e horn of Thy Church unyieldingly today above heavenly nature,
ite ghts of Thy religion, above Thy unswerving foundation and strengthen me within

8 “G"zdoz:y Gog - All Holy Spirit of one indivisible essence, - we glorify and thank Thee.
temple of 1hzsfiel Mo_thgrland of ours — the unfading flower, sprouting up in the desert —~ the
forever! oly Trinity, the lock of David, the spear of Messiah, glorify God and rejoice

anc;(gil;{e?:fg;ei:tc% Mr. Prgsujent, most reverend Hierarchs and our dear guests, brothers
o deeds"— o ing, Davn_d the Prophet says: "Great are Thou, O Lord, and marvelous are
o péo " re witnessing today_one of l'h.e miracles of God; in this troublesome time the
o or;:( malnaged to erect th|§ magnificent cathedral of the Holy Trinity to glorify God
ahate gp newly convert) our nation. O Gracious God, nevertheless we have been only

Yy humble servants, Thou gave us the inner sight of our hearts and power to make an
offering of this cathedral for Thy glorification and our hope.

Many a tear of repentance will be shed here and many a sin-hardened heart wili be
softene_d. Our souls will be cleansed and Georgia will rise from the dead like Lazarus.

Iberians and all the dwellers of Georgia, hearken to the words of the Lord: °I have set
be}ore theg an open door, and no man can shut it." (Revelation 3, 8) Let us then enter through
this door in order to be worthy of the Heavenly Kingdom. Understand the pagans and
overcome as God is with us.

O Blessed Kings, Queens, Elders and Catholicos-Patriarchs of all Georgia, Hierarchs,

martyrs, Rev. fathers and mothers, rejoice in the sanctuary of the righteous, on our behalt

!ntercede with God through Your prayers, so that the Orthodox Christian faith may strengthen

:': us love and hope; May the Lord grant us peace, integrity, salvation of our souls and great
ercy.

Itis so symbolic that consecration of this Holy Cathedral which has been the stronghold of
our Christian history is held on the day when we commemorate the 2000th anniversary of the
Saviors' Nativity and the 20 century of history of our Christian religion; it is also the day of
commemorating the 1700th anniversary when our patron St. George was martyred. We
implore God, all the Most Holy Theotokos, the great martyr George, to bless every man, who
participated in the construction of this holy Cathedral. May the Holy Trinity bless and
strengthen them and their families.

God-blessed Iberians and all dwellers of Georgia, | congratulate you on this happy event,
may you be delivered to God. Rejoice in both worlds.

Holy Trinity Cathedral was erected by God's Will, by His Might and by His Grace. It seems
to be a temple of supernatural origin... (not man made). It is incredible that in these
troublesome times the Georgian people managed to erect this magnificent cathedral of the
Holy Trinity, our nation's spiritual sanctuary... it is symbolically the Church of the unification of
all Georgia. The core of the matter is that the Georgian nation has created its own portrait to
display the nation's inner power. This was concealed in us but is now revealed... Through this
Cathedral our people gained the faith in themselves and haope.
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Part 3
Travels Abroad
List of pllotos

CONSTANTINOPLE
At the residence of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with Archbishop of Constantinopie and

Ecumenical Patriarch DIMITRIOUS I. 1979.

i i i Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch
I-Holiness DIMITRIOUS |, Archbishop .Of : T ¢ch ang
S:: ﬁoliness and Beatitude ILIA 1, Cathoficos-Patriarch of All Georgia concelebrate the

Divine Liturgy. 1979.
The Divine Liturgy on the day of the Recognition of Autocepha!y of the Qeorgian Church. Hig
All-Holiness DIMITRIOUS I, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch ang His

Holiness and Beatitude ILIA II, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia. 1990.

His All-Holiness DIMITRIOUS I, Archbishop of Constantinople_and Ecumenical Patriarch
holds the Charter of the Recognition of Autocephaly of the Georgian Church. 1990,

At the residence of the Ecumenical Patriarchatg with His Afl-Holiness DIMITRIOUS 1,
Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch. 1990.
At the Divine Liturgy with His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW |, Archbishop of Constantinople

and Ecumenical Patriarch. 1992.
At the residence of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, with His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW 1,
Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch. 1992.

With His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW |, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical
Patriarch.1992.

With His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW |, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical
Patriarch and His All-Holliness’ father. 1992,

With His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW I, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical
Patriarch. 1992,

ALEXANDRIA

The Divine Liturgy, concelebrated with His Beatitude NICHOLAS Vi1, Pope and Patriarch of

Alexandria and All Africa. 1984,
JERUSALEM

Mount of the Temptation. 1981,

Holy Resurrection Church. His Holiness gazes at the tomb of the Saviour.1981.
By the lake of Gennesaret, 19871,

A prayer offered on the bank of the River Jordan. 1981.

By the well where the Saviour spoke to the Samaritan woman. 1981.

Holy Cross Monastery. A prayer offered to llia the Righteous. 1987.

s;)tl%:e:urfrection Church. The Divine Liturgy concelebrated with His Beatitude DIODOROS,
¢h of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine.1987.

H i . -
Hﬁs'}é::t?tzzzcgfg Church. His Holiness and Beatitude concelebrating the Divine Liturgy with
DOROS, Patrarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine.1987.
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With a group of pupils at g local school, 1987.

Mount of the Asi

. cention. The hotey
Holiness. 1987,

“Intercontinental”, A Georgian Jew pays a visit to His

With the representatives of the Armenian Patriarchate. 1987.

The 2000th anniversary of the Nativity. The tomb of the Mother of God.

Holy Resurrection Church. His Holiness and Beati i
/ X ines: v i
oy s arect ‘ eatitude celebrates the Divine Liturgy at the

After the Liturgy. His Holiness with some of the clergymen of the Georgian Church. 2000.

A memorial prayer on the Mount of Olives. 2000.
While visiting holy places. 2000.

At the Patriarchal Residence. His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA II with His Beatitude
DIODOROS, Pat

fiarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine. 2000.
Holy Cross Monastery. Celebrating the Divine Liturgy. 2000.
Venerating the holy places of the Holy Land. 2000.

A visit paid to the leader of Palestine Yasser Arafat. 2000.

At the hotel "David". 2000,

The hotel "David". The Patriarchs and clergymen of various countries. 2000.

RUSSIA

Moscow. His Holiness And Beatitude ILIA Il and His Holiness PYMEN, Patriarch of Moscow
and All Russia. 1979.

Zagorsk. A visit to His Holiness PYMEN, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia.1979.
Anointing. 1979.

Zagorsk. Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA |1 is elected an honorary member of the Theological
Academy. 1979

A reception of nuns. 1979.

Zagorsk. Attending the scientific conference — "Religious Workers to Save Life from a Nuclear
Disaster”. 1982.

Moscow. A celebration of the 1000th anniversary of conversion of Russia to Christianity. 1988,
Leningrad. 1989.
A celebration of the 30th anniversary of Leningrad Theological Academy. 1989.

His Holiness attends a session of church leaders and church workers and representatives of
various denominations. 1989.

Moscow. The funeral of His Holiness PYMEN, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. 1890.

Moscow. The days of enthronement of His Holiness ALEKSY I, Patriarch of Moscow and All
Russia. 1990.

A visit to Petersburg Theological Academy. 1996.

Most Holy Mother of God Church in Shestakov. Petersburg. A Georgian church in the process
of being built. 1996.

Moscow. The Georgian Embassy. A visit to the embassador Vazha Lortkipanidze. 1997.
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A Georgian school in Moscow. 1997.

avra of St. Sergius of Radonezh.

Moscow. In the L.
s the Divine Liturgy with His Holiness ALEKSY ||

His Holiness and Beatitude concglebrate
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. 1997.

At the airport of Viadikavkaz. 1997.
ess and Beatitude ILIA 1I, Patriarch of All Georgia is in the church built

i . His Holin : ! ;
Viadikavkaz. elebrates the Divine Liturgy marking the 50th anniversary of jig

by His parents. He ct
consecration.1997.
Viadikavkaz. The street where Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia ILIA Il lived. 1997,

The yard of His home. 1997.
oliness and Beatitude ILIA Ii, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia wag

The house where His H

born. 1997.
School 19. In the yard of the school stood St. Nino Church, where His Holiness and Beatityde

ILIA I} Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia was Baptized. 1997.

Govemment House. 1997.
Moscow. The Divine Liturgy marking the consecration of Christ the Saviour Church.2001.

Moscow. Venerating holy places and sanctities.2001.
Moscow. At the session marking the consecration of Christ the Saviour Church.2001.

Holiness ALEKSY Il and the Patriarchs and clergymen of other countries.2001.

RUMANIA
His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA Il with His Beatitude TEOCTIST, Archbishop of Bucharest,
Metropolitan of Hungro-Vlachia and Patriarch of All Rumania.1996.

BULGARIA

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA Il and His Holiness MAKSIM, Patriarch of All Bulgaria
concelebrate the Divine Liturgy marking the 900th anniversary of Petritsony Monastery and the
30th anniversory of Restoration of Autocephaly of the Church of Bulgaria.1982.

Petritsoni Monastery.1982.

Attending a session. 1987.

CYPRUS

The town of Lamaka. His Holiness makes His way to St. Barnabas the Apostle Church. 2001.

St. Bgmabas the Apostle Church. At the Divine Liturgy with His Beatitude Chrysostom,
Archbishop of New Justinian and All Cyprus. 2001.

Kykkoy Monastery. 2001.

A memorial prayer service at Archbishop MACCARIOS’ tomb. 2001.
Venerating sanctities. 2001,

Nicozia. At Archbishop CHRYSOSTOM's residence. 2001.

Nicozia. The graves of heroe: . "
; s, who in the popular uprisi i it lives for the freedo
of their people and were killed in prison. 2802), Uprising sacrifioed thelr ¥

In the museum of 1eligious art at tha Archhichanin camidee - anna
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542.
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Th i i
e President of Cyprus receives His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA 11, 2001.
Ghalia. i

alia. A prayer service offered by the ruins of a Georgian monastery. 2001.
GREECE

Mount Athos. veror i i
oo, n Monastery. Venerating the Iberian lcon of the Most Holy Mother of God.

Mount i i
concelee:l;?ess‘ t:;. DA!hana;ms Lavra. 8t. Nicholas Church. His Holiness and Beatitude
ivine Liturgy with some of the clergymen of the Georgian Church. 2004.

His Holiness and Beatitude is award i
led with the
the Orthodox Church of Greece. 2004, order of St Pautine Aposte by the Synos o

A prayer service at St. Paraclitos monastery in Atticus Diocese, offered by His Holiness and

Sgg;itude ILIA I and His Beatitude CHRISTODOULOS, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece.

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA il meets the Mayer of Athens. 2004.

Athens. Acropolis. With the representatives of the Georgia
n and the Greek Ch
group of the faithful. 2004. i * prehes ende

AMERICA

The Divine Liturgy concelebrated with His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of
Washington and Metropolitan of All America and Canada. 1986.

Washington. The Divine Liturgy in St. Nicholas Church. 1999.

Washington. St. Nicholas Church. With His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of
Washington and Metropolitan of All America and Canada and representatives of the Georgian
diaspora. 1999.

Washington DC. With His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Washington and
Metropolitan of All America and Canada. 1999.

Washington DC. His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA I concelebrates the Divine Liturgy with His
Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Washington and Metropolitan of All America and
Canada. 1999.

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA I pays a visit to Mrs. Hillary Clinton. 1999.

Baltimore. A visit to the Mayer of the port of Baltimore. 1999.

Pennsylvania. The Divine Liturgy. 1999.

New-York. The Institute of Biblical Interpretation. 1998.

New-York. The United Nations Building. 1989.

A memorial service offered at Pennsylvania cemetery. 1999.

Pennsylvania. At Archbishop HERMAN's residence. 1999.

INDIA

Metropolitan of Tskum-Abkhazia ILIA and President of India Shri Parkhudin A% Akhmad. 1977.

His Holiness with Patriarch of the Copt Church BASILIOS MARTOBA MATHEW 1. 1982
In His Holiness' spare time. 1982.

Thilisi International Airport. 1982,
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567.568.

570.

571.

572,

574.

575.

ARMENIA
Whth Patriarch of AN Armenians VAZGEN 1. 1985.
Tsitsernakarbed. A memorial for the people who fell a victim to genocide. 1985,

A visit to Catholicos-Patriarch of All Armenians GAREGIN 1. 1997.

FRANCE
Leville, St. Nino Church. His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA It colebrates the Divine Liturgy wi,

Archpriest llia (Melia). 1979.

ITALY

Pope of Rom
In an Orthodox church.1980.

¢ JOHN-PAUL Il receives His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA 1l. 1979,

SWITZERLAND

At the library. 1988.
His Holiness with a group of pupils at one of the schools. 1988.

His Holiness ILIA Il is at the Institute of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 1988

On a farm. 1990.

ENGLAND
A Conference of the leaders of the world Churches. 1990.

London. In a Greek Church. 1995.

With Metropolitan GREGORIOS. 1995.

His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA Il and Archbishop of Canterbury Dr.GEORGE
CAREY.1995

At the Georgian Embassy. 1995.

His Holiness and Beatitude with the Georgians living in England. 1995.

At Heathrow Almport. 1995,

GERMANY
Munich, His Holiness ILIA i1 with the Georgians living in Germany. 1988.
His Holiness and Beatitude pays a visit to the Minister of Foreign affairs Klaus Kinkel. 1996.
Biberbach. A press-conference. 1996,
A vigit to the Mayer of Biberbach, 1996,
Munich. 1996,

Saarbrucken. His Holiness i cer Herman
Vedekind. 1996, and Beatitude ILIA Il meets the German Produl

Shiutgart. 1998,
‘Thesstliage of Vibiingverde. A house-museum of the Kokher hunters. 1998
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603
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Hridensdorph. His Holin i
. ess | i
treatment 1998 LA 11 with the children sent from Georgia on a course of medical

Bonn. A Greek churc

h. His i - .
AUGUSTIN, Metropol Holiness concelebrates the Divine Liturgy with His Holiness

tan of Germany. 1998

Dortmund. A visit to the Mayer of the town, Lorents Ladazhe. 1998.
A visit to the Mayer of Saarbrucken, 1998.

Dortmund. At the presentati i i i
Fridhlm Bruckner,gsga_ ion of the film about Georgia "Revival of the Faith.* Producer

A ViIlage of Glasthuten is Holin eatif
J h . His Holiness isi i
) i | . v and Beatitude pays a visit to the fal ily of the Produce

Shpekshoff, In Hig Holiness’ spare time. 1998.

At the Intemational Conference

"Religion, Scie i “ I
Black Sea Counties. oo g nce and Environment”, A cruise around the

HOLLAND
A visit to a mill working on solar energy.1999.
The conference hall of the mill. 1999.

On one of the farms. 1999,

IRAN

President of Iran Mohamed Hattan greets His Holiness and Beatitude iLIA I1, Catholicos-
Patriarch of All Georgia. 2001,

His Holiness ILIA It with the Georgians from Pereidan. 2001.

TAQ-KLARDGETI
At the boundary of Tao-klardgeti. 2003.

Khakhuti. Mother of God Church. A prayer service offered with the members of the Holy Synod
of the Georgian Church. 2003.

Oshki. With some of the members of the Holy Synod of the Georgian Church and a group of
the faithful. 2003.

Ishkhani. A prayer service offered with the members of the Holy Synod.2003.

CAPPADQCIA.

Sinasus. SS. Constantine and Helen Church. His All-Holiness BARTHOLQMEW 1,
Ecumenical Patriarch, His Beatitude PETROS VI, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All
Africa and His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA It concelebrate the Divine Liturgy. 2003.

His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW 1, Ecumenical Patriarch, His Beatitude PETROS VI, l?ope
and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, His Holiness and Beatitude IITIA Il, Catholicos-
Patriarch of All Georgia, some of members of the Holy Synod of the Georgian Church. 2003.

His Holiness ILIA Il with His All-Holiness BARTHOLQMEW 1, Ecgmenical Patriarch, His
Beatitude PETROS VII, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa. 2003.
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Quotations

nks to God as. through His will, the traditional relationships existed between
m the earliest centuries up to the 13th, now have been reconstructed. Sadly
after the 13th century. austere times reduced our contacts; however, mutual love, respecy anc}
willingness of coming closer again have never deadened. B v

Almost eight hundred years have passed since the last vxsn_t of theICatholuf:os-Patriarch of
Georgia to Constantinople. This is a happiness for me that, with God§ t?[essmg, it has fallen
to my lot to come to this glorious city. which has been the centre of religious life, cuitura) angd
scholarly work, throughout centuries.

We offer thal
our Churches fro

ian Patriarchate and on my behalf, [ ex;
On behalf of the Holy Synod of the Georgian m : press our
de to You, Your All-Holiness, and Your Holy Synod, as the decisions on the recognition

gratitu eorgian Church and the title of Patriarch, which we had pPossessed

of the autocephaly of the G
since most ancient times, were taken by You.

Your Ali-Holiness, ) ) }
Our great wish to visit the Ecumenical Patriarchate once again and to congratulate Yoy

with the accession to the throne of the Ecumenical Patriarch has come tru»e__, We greet Yoy
heartily on behalf of All Georgia, on behalf of the people who have displayed steadfast
adherence to Christianity and Orthodox Church traditions for already twenty centuries.

Today, we cannot overlook to mention with deep love and respect the name of his All-
Hotiness DIMITRIOUS |, Ecumenical Patriarch, whose merit is great in the strive for the cause
of the consolidation of Orthodoxy, in the efforts of bringing our two Patriarchates together with
His personal participation, the Patriarchate of Constantinople recognized the most ancient
autocephaly of the Georgian Church and the title of Patriarch for its Primate.

We hope that with Your All-Holiness’ support the historical justice will be restored and the
6th historic place of the Church of Georgia in the Orthodox diptych will be validated...

We well approve of and highly appreciate the labour and work of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate for the goal of making Orthodoxy firmly established in the world and consolidating

unanimity within the Orthodox Church.

On behalf of the Georgian Church and on my behalf, personally, | would like to express our
gratitude to the government of Egypt, to You, Your Beatitude, for you have given us an
opportunity to visit this glorious ancient Church of Alexandria. We are grateful to You for the
chance of seeing the blessed places, where not one most significant sanctities are preserved.
It is truly a great happiness for every Christian to behold and venerate them.

Being with my people on the Holy Land has filled my heart with an exceeding joy and
reverence. This is the place where our Saviour Jesus Christ lived, accepted the Crucifixion
and was resurrected. This feeling is unique also, because we have come to the Holy City
where our great ancestors worked and built temples and monasteries, reposed in God the
well-known poet Shota Rustaveli and many Georgian holy fathers. The deepest love for the
Lord and belief in Him where the two feelings which inspired our fathers to leave their most
precious motherland and seek a spiritual labour in the sacred places of Palestine...

As early as in the 4th century the Georgians started to construct monasteries in the fand of
Palestine. In Jerusalem, alone, many of the churches and monasteries were in their
possession, but eventually, as a result of permanent invasions of enemies, most of those
monuments were damaged and ruined. Some of them were totally razed to the ground and
}he rest of them passed into the possession of others. Georgian manuscripts now preserved
In a great number in the monasteries and museums of Greece, Palestine, Syria and many
other countries, bear witness of this fact.

This abode was buill in the 4th century. Founded by the first Christian King St. Mirian, the
monastery belonged to the Georgian Church till the 18th century... But later, due to our
country's difficult political conditions, it passed into the jurisdiction of the Church of Jerusalem.
I suppose, the revival of the Georgians’ work and labour at Holy Cross monastery will help the
two Churches, the two countries and their peoples build up closer contacts.

fors';r;z T;J;:v:,' who Ie;t Georgia to settle down in their historic motherland - Israel,d h:":;:g
? ove and warmth of the Georgian re, habits and I

relationships gained here, e Language, our culure

or vl Vt\)/e believe, _that neither their future generations, those who were born in the Holy l—a,r:;d
I| e born, wil forget their ancestors’ second motherland -Georgia, since the e

people possess a remarkably subtle memory.
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o 1_Thlshconference is a very pos_itive event of our times and 1 thank His Holiness PYMEN,

at nafc of Moscow aqd All Russia for the invitation... Today, mankind craves for the revival
of justice and human dignity. So, let us reduce the danger of war and create every condition
for a peaceful life, this is our sacred duty towards the world. May God help us.

A thousand-year-old history of the Russian Church is a thousand-year-old path of
endurance of Christ's yoke. This is numerous hosts of saints, this is a Christian love, strive for
the true faith and care for their maintenance. ,

Thinking of the history, traditions and culture of the Russian Church, we observe that,
although Christianity was introduced in Russia from the Eastern Roman Empire, it turned to
be the way of self-determination for this people and it is the most significant fact. The Church
has become the spirit of the Russian people and She still remains as such.

The remarkable personalities of the world, workers of science and culture, people on the
whole, are concerned and think of how a nuclear war can reflect on the life in the world and
how 1o obviate it...

In this respect, the office of the workers in different religions is of tremendous importance.
We ought to continue doing all in our power to expand the idea of peace the world over and
make it encompass the whole of it, not only the religious societies.

When we observe Patriarch PYMEN's life from afar, we only see his Holiness' glorious
personality; we recall His ministry on feast days, Divine Liturgies and prayers, but hardships
and persecutions He had to endure are not given 1o us to know. His self sacrificing labour,
sleepless nights when plunged in prayers, His tears, troubles, the heavy yoke He bore on His

shoulders are unfathomable. | always held Him up as an example of spirituality and
ecclesiastic life.

) A great joy has filled our hearts today, for today, through the Lord's will a worthy successor,
His Holiness ALEKSY I, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia has ascended the Patriarchal
throne...

Your Holiness, today the Lord has entrusted You with an innumerable parish of all Russia;
entrusted, when the time has come to solve a great number of problems the Church has to
surmount. May Jesus Christ be Your Helper to overcome these difficulties.

Notwithstanding the impediments characteristic of totalitarian rule, St. Petersburg
Theological Seminary could carry on the profound traditions, the foundation to which was laid
at the very start of this school...

Today, when contemporary life sets so many acute problems for us to solve, we ought to
do our utmost to help people to keep to the true way of everlasting life and light. Our
theological schools are called upon to seek exactly this abjective.

It was in this Lavra, that with St. Sergius' protection and biessing | made the choice of my
life - monkhood, and His Holiness ALEKSY |, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia ordained
me into the rank of hieromonk... Though many years have passed since those events, |
always feel spiritual ties of unity with the founder of the Lavra and the power of mutual prayer.

We are pleased to have come to the country, where in the first century preached
Christianity Andrew the First-Calied, who also is the enlightner of Georgia...

Antimoz of Iberia is the person who holds a special place in the history of Rumania. He
built up steadfast ties between our two Churches. Being of a Georgian background, St.
Antimoz made Himself the Spiritual Father of the Rumanian people and devoted His life to this
Jabour. On behalf of the Georgian people and on my own behalf, | wish to say that we are
grateful to Your Holy Synod for canonizing Him a saint. This event has filled us with joy.

The nine-hundred-year old chronicles of Petritsoni-Bachkovo monastery shed light on a
century-old friendship maintained by our two coreligionist countries - Bulgaria and Georgia...

Grigol Bakurianisdze founded the glorious Georgian abode of Petritsoni which_, gt the same
time, represented (like other Georgian monasteries) the f_ocus F)f prayer and sglmua! labour,
as well as, the centre of cultural work and enlightment. Philosopical énd Theological Literature
were written within these walls. It turned into a magnificent place which brought close together
the two cultures - Georgian and Bulgarian.
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id country with deep love and wish to continue broth

\'fle have con:edt%;%uEnsz:eengfmcuries"your kings an}i nobles always d[sP|ayed Iov:rg;
relahon.shlps rC’ol e es. churches and monasteries Iookmg_ upon them ) wnh hope. Also
Cyprus Hti_ly d":;e in great number. They had in possession a colony in Nicozia, severg
Geﬁfags'fe’:ise;/; the region of Alamin, among them the church of Ghalia or the same ag Zhalia‘
Z'c.;znrned and embellished by Queen Tamar. ies is rendered to Kikkoy Monastery. H
A special place in the history of our coun rie od by Georgian nop! 'Y Hithertg,

. tery. has preserved church appointments donated by gian noblemen, among
:::mn;ﬁre]a\frellr};nown cover which concealed the Face of the Most Holy Mother of God on the

icon painted by St. Luke the Apostle... This cover had been in private possession of King
i .

Ereﬁleer:'l-cannot omit either, the two countries' particular attitude toward the raised from the

dead Lazarus.

ness and love that we have come to this monastery to venerate the

oly Mother of God, to venerate our ancestors: S§S. John, Ekvtime
i i i f this holy monastery... g

iorgi, Gabriel, Tornike and other benefactors o , .
G‘olrgr:ope the spiritual unity established between Y_oq and Georgia, will be Permanently
maintainec‘i We also hope that Georgian monks too, will live and work here together with You,

f iberia on Mount Athos always was and will remain an inseparable
Mother-Church of Georgia.

This is with deep pious
Iberian icon of the Most H

The holy monastery of |
spiritual part of the Apostolic
We have come to the United States of America on Your Beatitude’s invitation and it is 5
great joy for us. This is my fourth visit to Your country but it is the most speciai of all, as we

have now come from the independent Georgia. )
Our goal is to support the Georgian and the American Orthodox Churches to deepen the

cooperation between our two countries. ] ‘
We are glad, that the comparatively young American Orthodox Church is increasingly
gaining strength and augmenting Her authority the world over. Your Beatitude’s merit is great

in this respect...
It is also true, that America’s influence the world over has become more substantial. It is

already clear for everyone that the United States of America should bear an obligation of a
world peace guarantee and this duty is shaping out as time passes. This is a great honour but,
at the same time, a serious responsibility.

Our chronicles — "Kartlis Tskhovreba ("Life of Kartli") gives an account on Georgia's
relationships with India started as early as in the 5th century, from the period of King Vakhtang
Gorgasali's reign. But, apart from the Chronicles, it is also known, that our contacts with the
Indian world can be traced back to the most ancient centuries...

Here, | would recall the following: in the 17th century the Queen of India was a Georgian
lady. She is known to have so a deep influence over her husband Shakh Dary, that converted
him to Christianity...

A significant fact to mention is also, that the skull of Thomas the Apostle, enlightner of Your

country is preserved in Sioni Cathedral.
Thus, mutual ties between our nations recount a century-old history.

We are here to congratulate You once more, with Your accession to the throne of the
Catholicos of Echmiadzin and express our sincere attitude towards the Armenian people.

The role and significance of Echmiadzin and the Apostolic Church of Armenia has always
been tremendous in the life of Your people. Precisely in them is clearly displayed the spiritual
power and culture of Your talented and freedom-loving nation. ..

Today, when Georgia and Armenia are already independent countries, many arduous
problem; of post-totalitarian rule should be solved with mutual support...

Relanon§h1’ps between the Georgians and the Armenians are known as century-old, fruitful
and mtergstl'ng. One thing characterized our countries: when Armenia was in trouble, difficult
was the life in Georgia, when Georgia was powerful, peaceful was the life in Armenia, t00.

ani:oilsma: spegiatl dgy for me as well as for you all: | give thanks to God that here, in this far
Ty exists St Nino Church, a . F service is
offered in Georgian... small Georgian hearth where the churcl
SouIl v’wsh' to pless this holy temple, | wish to bless Father llia, who works so much for ){OUF
Goonais Tomon. | want to bless every Georgian who lives here. This little church is a 1>
withostta Log Who can't come to our country, should come to this church once @ Week
 have n‘ood share their sorrow with the Lord and give love to each other.
oubt that the happy day will come when we all wil be together.
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Welookuponmisvisitasmeoneofvitalimponanoe,slneetmsisﬂ\eﬁrstoecasimwhen

the leaders of the Roman and the Georgian Churches meet each other...
W.ehlghlyapp[eciatemeeontrbuﬁmo(meF!omanCamollcchurehinmewivefor

keeplnguppeaoelnthewoddandmumalunderstandlngamongpeoples.

. The Georgian people and The Georgian Church have always guarded peace and thus it
will continue in the futurs...

The is.sue of special concem for the contemporary world society is holding up peace. In the
age of science and technique mankind has accumulated so a powerful weapon that the life on
earth can be destroyed with it several times. But, is it admigsible for the Church today to keep
off as a passive spectator, not raising the voice to prevent this danger?!...

We, the Christians should do all in our power to usher the 2000th anniversary of the
Saviour's Nativity on the peaceful and prosperous planet,

Our culture, sch art, archil lit and human reason, on the whole... Are
based on the foundation of Christianity. The Church of Georgia always took an active part in
our people's life, She has been doing so hitherto, hence Her national and traditional nature.

While having been firmly rooted on the century-old traditions of the Orthodox confession,
the Patriarchate of Georgia keeps close contacts with other denominations.

We are pleased to see the friendship of the Georgian and the Anglican Churches enhance
recently...

Our people know Your culture, lits i and therefore, | supp our
will be versatile and fruitful for both Churches.

Georgian-lranian relationships go back to the remote centuries far before Anno Domini.
From that most ancient period up to the 19th century the opposition between our countries
didn't decrease. Iran was the state always wishing to have our land in its ownership and in
attaining fo this goal this country always made resolute steps. Innumerable invasions didn’t
break the Georgian people. Demolished d like Phoenix to start again the
struggle for their independence...

| think the religious leaders and spiritual worl high authorities and different societies of
our countries - Iran and Georgia — are prepared to display to the world readiness for mutual
respect and capability of peaceful and friendly coexistence despite the refigious differences
and contradictions they had in the past.




Part 4
A Visit to the I)atriarcll

List of PllOtOS

HE PATRIARCH )
IﬁSVLTIILL?nZSS DIMITRIOUS |, Archbishop of Constantinople, New Rome and
Ecumenical Patriarch.

His Holiness meets the guests at Tilisi airport. 1988.

608.
609. Sioni Cathedral.The Divine Liturgy.1988.
610.611. Sioni cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1988.

612, Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1988.

613 Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1988.
A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH )
His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW |, Archbishop of New Rome and Ecumenical
Patriarch.

614. Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1994.

615. At the Governmental Residence in Crtsanisi. 1994.

616.617.618. In Kutaisi. 1994.

619.620.  In Kutaisi. 1994.
The Patriarchal residence of Georgia. His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA I presents His Ali-

621.622.
Holiness Bartholomew ! with a gold panagia. 2003.
623. Gelaty. Assumption of the Most Holy Mother of God Temple. The Divine Liturgy.
624.  Miskheta. Svetitskhiveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 2003.
625. At Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Cathedral was still in the process of building. 2003.

626.  Thilisi International Airport. 2003.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Beatitude NICHOLAS VI, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa.

627.  Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1981.
628. At the Patriarchal Residence of Georgia.1981.
629.630.  In His Holiness’ spare time.1981.
631.  Sioni Cathedral. A moleben. 1985,
632 Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1985,
633. A procession from Sioni Cathedraf to the Patriarchal Residence. 1985.
634.  Atthe Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. 1985.
o
RTHENIOS, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa.

635, ' ’
35 His Holiness meets the guests at the airport. 1888,
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636.
637.

638.639.

640.641.642.
643,

644. 645,

646.
647. 648.
649.

650.

651. 652.

653. 654.

655. 656.
657.658.659.

660.

661.662.
663. 664.

665. 666.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1988.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1988.

Mtskheta. At Holy Cross Monastery. 1988.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH

His Beatitude PETROS Vil, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and Al Africa.
Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 2002,

In the yard of Sioni Cathedral. 2002.

Bodbe. At St. Nino convent. 2002.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH

His Beatitude IGNATIUS IV, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East.
His Holiness meets the guests at Thilisi airport.1981.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1981.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1981.

At the Patriarchal Residence. 1981.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Beatitude DIODOROS, Patriarch of the Holy City of Jerusalem and All Palestine.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1981.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1981.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH

His Holiness ALEKSY Il, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia.

Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1996.

Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.1996.

In His Holiness' spare time.1996.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH )
His Holiness PAUL, Archbishop of Pech, Metropolitan of Belgrade-Karlovci and Serbian
Patriarch.

At the Patriarchal Residence. 1996.

in Batumi. 1996.

In Batumi. 1996.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH .

His Holiness MAKSIM, Patriarch of All Bulgaria.

Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy .1982.

Miskneta. Holy Cross Monastery. 1982.

Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1982.
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£ PATRIARCH
ﬁiZIBSL;thdLHCHRYSTODOULOS, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece,

671. 672 Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 2002.

In His Holiness’ spare time. 2002

673.
674 Taking St. Andrew the Apostle’s skull out of Holy Trinity Cathedral. The Cathedral was yetin
' construction. 2002
675 His Holiness venerates St. Andrew the First-Called’s skull. 2002.
A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Beatitude SAWA, Metropolitan of warsaw and All Poland.
676. At the Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. 2004.
677.  On the site of Holy Trinity Cathedral. 2004.
678. At Thitisi State University after lvane Javakhishvili. 2004
A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Beatitude DOROTHEOS, Metropolitan of Prague and All Czech lands and Slovakia,
679. Sioni Cathedral. A Moleben. 1984.
680.  Miskheta.Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1984.
681. At the Patriarchal residence. 1984,
A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Beatitude THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America
and Canada.
682. 683. Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1986.
684.685.686. At Thilisi State Academic Theatre of Opera. 1986.
687. His Holingss meets the guests at Thilisi Airport. 1997.

688. At the Patriarcal Residence of Georgia. 1997.
689.  Sioni Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1997.

690.  Lake Bazaleti. The day of the consecration of Eljah the Prophet Temple. 1997.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
g:as Bdeamude HERMAN, Archbishop of Washington, Metropolitan of All America and
nada.
691. Mtskheta. At the Patriarchal residence. 2004.
692.  Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy.2004
693.  The village of Alaverdi. Alaverdi Cathedral. 2004.
694. A reception at Pupils and Youth's Republic Palace. 2004
A'VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His Eminence PAUL, Archbishop of Karelia and All Finland.

695.  Miskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral, The Divine Liturgy. 1982.
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716.
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718.

719.

720.

721.

722.

728.

724,

725.726

727.

728.

:\erSIT_ TO THE PATRIARCH
is Eminence THEODOSIUS, Archbishop of Tokio and Metropolitan of All Japan,

Mitskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy. 1982.

His Holiness VAZGEN I, Patriarch-Catholicos of All Armenians.

Paying a visit to the Institute of Manuscripts of the Georgian Academy of Science. 1982.

At Thilisi International Airport. 1982,

His All-Holiness GAREGIN I, Patriarch-Catholicos of All Armenians.
At the Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. 1995,

Sioni Cathedral. 1995,

Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. 1995.

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
At the Patriarchal Residence of Georgia.
Sioni Cathedral. Monks from Mount Athos. 1981.

The Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. A delegation of the Church of Greece. 1982.

The Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. Representatives of the Georgian intelligentsia. 1983.

Sioni Cathedral. Mrs. Medea Japaridze, an actress. 1983
The Patriarchal Residence of Georgia. Academician Akaki Shanidze. 1983.
Sioni Cathedral. Mrs. Dodo Chichinadze, an actress. 1983.

Mtskheta. Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The Divine Liturgy on the day of the 1500th anniversary
of the autocephaiy of The Georgian Church. Clergymen from different countries. 1983.

Thilisi. Chass Palace. A conference dedicated to the 1500th anniversary of the Autocephaly
of the Georgian Church. 1983.

Georgians living in the Argentine. 1983.

Mr. Andrew Young, the Mayor of Atlanta in the USA. 1985.

Journalists from Italy. 1885.

The representatives of the Church of Switzerland. 1988.

Sioni Cathedral. State Secretary of the United States of America George Shultz. 1988.
A Georgian Jew Ephraim Gur. 1988.

Members of Thilisi Pupils and Youth's Republic Palace. 1989.

Sioni Cathedral. Mother Terreza. 1989.

The German Producer Herman Vedekind. 1990.

A delegation from Germany. 1990.

At the governmental residence in Krisanisi. Ex-President of USA Nickson. 1991
A delegation from England. 1991.

The teachers and pupils of school 126. 1991,
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734.735.
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753.
754.
755.
756. 757.
758. 759.
760.
761.762.
763.
764.
765,
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768.
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770.

The parents of deceased children. 1992.

ting with the 80th birthday of the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia.

Congratula
i. 1992.

Princess Ketevan Bagration
Portillies, after having been discharged from

The Mexican brothers Khosse and Khorhe
Rustavi prison- 1992.
Sioni Cathedral. President of Georgia Edward (Giorgi) Shevardnadze and President of Russig

Boris Eltsin. 1993.

Nuns from Jerusalem. 1994.
Archbishop GAREGIN. later, patriarch-Catholicos of All Armenians GAREGIN I and the
Armenian Bishop GEVORK. 1994.

Nino Ramishvili, the Director of Georgian National Ballet Studio. 1995.

Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA Il 1995

Marking the birthday of
emy. 1995.

The professors and teachers of Thilisi Theological Acad
Georgian teachers. 1995.
Georgian scholars. 1995.

The representatives of the Cabinet of Ministers of Abkhazia. 1985

President of Georgia Edward (Giorgi) Shevardnadze and Director General of UNESCO

Federico Mayer. 1995.

Miskheta. Svetitskhiveli Cathedral. The Secretary of the Federal Council of Russia, Anatoli
Shumeiko. 1995.

President of the Ukrain Leonid Kuchma. 1995.
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, Van Papazian. 1995.

Commissar of EU Torben Kholios. 1995.

Archbishop George from Syria. 1995.

King of Greece Constantine. 1995.

Sioni Cathedral. King of Greece Constantine. 1995.

Children refugees from Abkhazia and their ltalian benefactors. 1996.

President of the Federal Republic of Germany Roman Herzog. 1996.

Minister of Economy of Germany Klaus Kinkel. 1996.

Managers of Banks and factories of Thilisi. 1996.

The Ciub of intellectual Children under the guidance of the newspaper "Nergi". 1996.
Embassador-Plenipotentiary of Checkoslovakia to Georgia. 1996.
Embassador-Plenipotentiary of Iran to Georgia, Pereidan Hekbin. 1996.

President of Rumania lon lliesku. 1996.

Secretery to the Council of Muslims in Caucasia, Sheikh Allakh Shukur Pasha Zade. 1996

A scientific Confere i i i o
bariae Con 193;&: marking the twentieth anniversary of the enthronement of Catholicos

Mrs. Maia Plisetskaia and the choir of Sioni Cathedral. 1998,
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801.802.
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The representatives of ntekigentaia, 197.
Blessing of the Gudushaur tartily name. 1966,
““W“mwmdmmmpm1m

With Mr. Nodar Bakradze .
students. 1998, the Rector of the medicai coliege “Tbilisl and a group of the

The Children of Rustavi kindergarden *Natefr. 1960,
Dootors-benefacors. 1999,

A VISIT TO THE PATRIARCH
His All-toliness Pope of Rome JOHN-PAUL I,
Mesting the guests at Thilisi Inlemational Aimort, 1990,
At the Petriarcha! Rasidence of Georgia. 1999,
Govemment House. 1999,
Miskheta. Svetotskhovell Cathedral. 1999,
At Thillsi intermational Airport. 1999,
The: parenits of deceased children. 2000,
The parents of deceased chiidren, 2000,
Ministers of Tourisn in Georgie:and abroad.2000.
A Turkish family of Georgian ofigination, 2000,
Academician Alert Tavidislidze and family, 2000.
Presidentt of Georgia Mikhell Saakashvill and Secretary of Pariament Nina Burjanadzs. 2004.
The widow of the first Prasident of Georgia Manana Archvadze-Gamsakhurdia. 2004,
Mr.Badi Kakabadze, Secretéry of Petersburg Georgian Cormissfty with famBy. 2006
Newly married coupies.
Newly maried couples.
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s without grudge all the bgst he c?n give out"to;)thers, 9“?5‘54_The English
“remarkable” is transtated into Georgian as 'sautskhoo". hvls word implies the ve
word "re ed for others; this is how & Georgian calls most beautiful, most wonderfu, b
se”ﬁs . pare;egrv_ a guest is sent by the Lord - has Abecome the rL_JIe )of our ‘I|fe_ RespeCling and
welcori;gyguests is considered a person'.s, a family’s and a nation’s dignity; no importance iq
attached to whether he or she is a Georgian or not, a Christian or not, an enemy or a frieng.
ntion, that notwithstanding a multinational population, Georgia b
nevle?neszlri‘?szedd ;;ern;iutions on national or re_ligious grqunds; therefgre, Muslims, Jewass,
Christians and followers of other religions have lived here in peace beside each other; even
when some tension would arise with one or other of the countries, a }olerant amt‘ude 10 the
cople of those lands living here remained as it had bpen before. This rule hasn.t changeg
peop! This kind of treatment of the neighbour is due to a Georgian’s great

either in our days... Kin re:
respect and fove of the Christian religion.

A Georgian give!

Ties between our ancient Patriarchates have a long histvory, for the Churches of Georgia
and Constantinople were both established by Andrew the Flfst-Called .

The foundation for close relationships between us was laid as early as in the first century;
intensive contacts started in the 4th ¢. when Christianity was announced the State religion in

Georgia. .
Ivgron Monastery on Mount Athos, founded by the Georgian Fathers - John, Ekvtime and

Giorgi of Mtatsminda, played a role of paramount importance in these relationships. This
abode was, for a long period of time, a centre of prayer and spiritual labour, as well as that of
cultural and educational work. It was a bridge connecting Georgia with the Eastern Roman
Empire. It is deplorable, that today our ties with this monastery aren't firm. We are sure, that
with Your blessings and prayers, the time will come, when Georgian monks will go to lviron

and fulfilt their labour living with Greek monks.

Though, You have been to our country several times, this visit is special and historical for
both our Churches, as now you have come to Georgia as the leader of the most ancient and
foremost Church and Ecumenical Patriarch, a worthy successor to carry on the traditions that
distinguished the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the past and now also...

The contacts between the Christian Georgia and Greece, foundation to which was laid in
the 4th ¢. by Emperor Constantine the Great, who sent a nail from the Crucifixion to King
Mirian as a pledge of respect and truthful friendship, notwithstanding vortexes of centuries, still
continue. The sanctity preserved in the village of Comani — the sarcophagus of St. John
Chrysostom, who died in Georgia — inspirits our relationship.

Established with St. Andrew the First-Calied’s preaching and work, the Georgian Church
welcomes today the leader of the Church of Antioch and All the East, His Beatitude Ignatius
1V, the Patriarch of the Church founded by St. Andrew the Apostle’s brother, the leader of the
Apostles, a great pillar of Christianity, St. Peter the Apostle. The fact that SS. Peter and
Andrew were brothers, brings us closer inasmuch. This closeness, seen throughout history,
should be revealed in more vivid shapes today and tomorrow.

We welcome the Patriarch of the Church, the spiritual leader of which granted autocephaly
to the Georgian Church in the 5th century.

As the blessin'g from the Lord Jesus Christ, as the blessing from the holy land of
Jerusalem, Georgia got the Saviour's robe in the very first century and has preserved this
great treasure in Her bosom so far.

Our people accepted Christ's teaching preached by Andrew the First-Called and Simon the
Canaanite with great joy...

X l[/j\mong the monasteries and temples built by the Georgians in Palestine, a special place i

13 li)y Holy Cross Monastery in Jerusalem being main link for our two Churches. All this
speaks of long-term traditions of the contacts and, we believe, this remarkable tradition will b&
continued and deepened in the future.

ourt‘zl;f;?gﬂeiss,'\;og visit is first of all, the continuation of brotherly relationships between
Our outstanding omsd hodox peoples; this relationship has existed throughout centuries. -
of the indispenga?l- Wise predecessors were well aware of their obligations to the people an
We hope that lity of collab oration between our Orthodox Churches... n
problems &at haavour countries wnl! withstand the trials of time and will surmount the Fougt
see spiritually ande arisen, 9nhancnng the true friendly terms they have been on. We wish :
sure You wish the szﬁg,omlca”y strong, whole and stabile Russia and Georgia and we 2"



316.

321.

323.

324.

326.

331.

337.

339.

349.

states (afthou i
g (¢ gh we still are in diffi
intensified friendly contacts acq:;l‘rl:\g

t spiritual, political and i
X economical conditions), unity a
party today to Georgia is a reflectio —

aramount importance; the visi i
P ot s e 3 sit of Your Holiness and Your

For the two thousand
Andrew the First-Called...

years You have been the fi i
irst to bring to Georgia th
podew e P g e skull of St.

St. A i 8
our | e are witness&le’]sd :)ewa"he First-Called siill continues preaching to our country
which is a great love and reve is Apostolic work and sermon in Georgia, the proof o}
St. Andrew the Firstcallod : éinge shown to His sanctity from countless group's of pgople

peoples. nded these two Churches and so, He links them and our

Poland and Georgi
! gia are countri i
to maintain them untries of ancient

cultures and this obliges us to do our utmost

Today, when
threateni);g toeswzggu:—\z” and pseu(_io-culture are sharply penetrating ours, the wave
Certainly, 400t and axce ta)l’) luur national values should not be adopted without choice.
and South, but many thi‘; as e m_xght to be welcomed from the East and West, from the Nont;
st be denounces i 2 , typical of pseudo-culture and improper to be treated likewise
Polend s well-knownlecmd‘ W_e must b_e able to gain an understanding of real values..i
A v i country in Georgla;' these countries bear likeness in their history
B we shall keep up close relationship and promote cultural intercourse.

starh\/(ljaZ?nl(ri\ Lsr ds;egu:xs(:;\g“ts%d?gr aboutﬁthe community of the future ~ the foundation it will

. ( ! he new life on the basis of justice, the Church and, in general

peovpille of good will must intensively get invoived in the struggle against the evil invthegworld“i

o ?o?l;f\ ecc;r;:rr;ed ibo:n t\:je fate of mankind and this concern obliges us to liven up the
¥ of mutual understanding between peoples, Churches i

obviate nuclear disaster and save the world. peopes. and sates n order o

Prague is the cily. where a Christian Peace Movement took a start, therefore, it is natural
that You, Your Beatitude, are doing much in this vein.

On Your behalf, we welcome the Church of All America and Canada, the Church which
was founded two hundred years ago... As few as sixteen years have past since the American
Church was granted autocephaly, nevertheless, we observe how strong it is spiritually... We
understand the difficuties You have to withstand... You live in an ocean of Protestant
Churches and this fact augments Your responsibility. But it must be mentioned that today the
Protestant world takes heed in Orthodox traditions. You have an opportunity to display the
great sanctity of the Church which had existed before the segmentation of Churches.

Your visit is historical as You are in Georgia for the first time. This event appears as a firm
bridge between us. We hope these contacts will enhance in the future, being revealed in many
aspects: ties between Churches, between scholars, cultural intercourse and, of course,
political contacts. We are grateful to the President of the United States of America and its
government for the support Georgia is receiving from Your country in this most ditficult period.

The Georgian intelligentsia is intellectual people of high potentiafity. Even in the hgrdest
times of atheist rule they inculcated lofty ideas of enlightment and social progress in our
people, attempted to approach deep philosophical issues_and the problem pf the absolute
truth. They lacked solely one - it was @ complete reasoning on the _true (a{th. Th_e corrc'act
estimation and fultiiment of their destination is only possible, provided th|§ society joins
knowledge with the religion. Only then, great and desirable results can be attained.

istori i ich is limited with a definite period of time,
Apart from historical dates, importance of _whlch is Y i e
therepare also historical events with the significance transcending centuries. Among them is
when autocephaly was granted to our Church... ]
e dg\e thousand a?\d five hundred years have passed S|'née \he_day \tuhznp vev:t; ;:E:k‘e‘s;:c;
i i ot inde! X
i Gorgasali's efforts, the Apostolic Chgrch_ of Georgia g . ce. |
Kuniy:,:(th?f"great %mportance, a sign of the verification of our 'cou_ntrys author(lity ma st:l?
?Zr;\ristendom of that time and the authority of its ruler through God's will-Vakhtang Gorgasalt,

Cuiture and education aren't similar o parallel lines. Rather, these notions frequently

" ) . the
coincide with each other. The alliance of culture and education naturally gives nse to

ily, the on! environment, where 2 pe[son
necessity of close attachment to the Church and family y T woct doa

can be provi ded with a per ect Upb o]l is is the O ly conditiol to give

p g; this | y di t
1 universe a d help hirf to work out an ability of taking €Ol ect decisions n crucial
O e

moments of life.
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h schools a course of Ethipal Philosophy was taken, No
oid points of Ethics in his work. Conclusions of their
outh.

It would be desirable. if in higl
i i av
theologian o philosopher can ¢ _
speculgtion would enrich the spiritual life of our y
. ti Archdiocese and | remember the .
s | was Archbishop of Abkh_aze e r armth,
For eﬁ‘f&ﬁggmp the Georgians, Abkhazians and p'eopIerf other nationalities rendereqd
respecr‘1 aother No hostile power is capabie of de‘slroyl.ng this love, and the confrontation
;Oet\e;vae‘;n usis stirred artificially, whereas those relationships where grown on national groung.
s is a historical day and happiness fo_r us.
I-'i-msé;i as if a thousand-year-old tradition, when_Emperors of Eastern Roman Empire
dS:J con'we to Georgia and our Kings would also v_isn Greece, has been revived.
useIn your visit we envision the sign of God's great will and say the words from a psalm:
"This is the day the Lord has rpade,
We will rejoyce and be glad in it" (Ps. 117.24) ) .
Your visit to the land of Georgia has brought the air _of the passed centuries and we reca)|
events connected with the contacts between our countries.
the shortest and most correct way to salvation. It implies tenderness to
ement, unsparing devotion to others and, on the whole, living for 4
the day of Judgment the merciful will be saveq

Lovingkindness is
each other, encourag :
neighbour. This is why the Lord says that in

and will inherit the Kingdom.
We must uplift immunizing the youth against all the negative sides and immorality of life
and, in this way, make a firm spiritual foundation for them.

One of the fundamental goals of man’s life is giving pleasure to other people. You may
have experienced a deep love which one gets while helping poor people. An amazing feeling
ills the heart: this is a spiritual joy, the joy which brings a human being close to God - a great
treasure, granted to us for the material aid we have given out.

For the twenty centennial history of Christianity, this is a unique union of mothers with
deceased children.

People come to existence and go out of it. Their lives disappear before our eyes... But, our
inner world remains insensible, as if all this is happening somewhere else. We think
erroneously about the life here and in eternity; we forget, that death doesn’t mean the death
of the soul. Rather it is the soul's second life, its release from the weight of the body. And, until
the hour of death comes, we should think about cleansing, about the inner transfiguration.

Whether you are a believer or a non-believer, it doesn't matter, for either fuliness of bliss
or torment forever in the relentless infinite life is opening before you. Our earthly life is like a
blink of an eye, a preparation for the everlasting life. Every year, month and day draws us near
to the doors through which we step from the temporal into the perpetual.

You should know, the Lord will not give you a yoke heavier then you can bear. Accept in
peace and lowliness the burden of life and remember forever - most precious is man’s soul; it
is to be taken care of most of all. It determines the point of our eternal life or death.

The Church is the spiritual Cana of Galilee, where the Lord blessed wedding.

Wedding is a union of a man and a woman, consolidated with love; this union is carried out
upon their free will; it implies faithfulness to each other and is blessed as an image of the union
of the Church and Christ. "...What God has joined together, let not man separate (Matthew
19.6) - tells us the Holy Scripture.

Mat_rimony, family, children, concern about prosperity of the nation is the rule of every
man’s fife. It conveys a pure relationship between a man and a woman, mutual trust, devotion
to each other, self-sacrifice.

theAbpa;r(ticular attention should be paid to who is being chosen as a companion in life. AlSO,
passigg c?r“:rl::td 91‘ T'hltS union must be taken into consideration. If it is only for a physical
erial interest, the family is doom i it is based on
earthy, temporal values... i ed to divorce from the start as it i
Butftl?g ::td Queen, - this is how Spouses are called on the day of their wedding in Georgia.
be the Ki afname for a day or two given to a newly created family. In general, father should
ng of the family and, likewise, mother should be the Queen.



Part 5
List of Photos

812. Archdeacon lia in His cell at Moscow Theological Seminary.1958.

813. The Patriarchal Residence in Miskheta. The Catholicos-Patriarh of All Georgia. 2005.

814. The Lord of Sabaoth.

815.  The process of painting an icon of the Most Holy Mother of God.
816. Saint George the Great Martyr.
817.818.819. Saint king Vakhtang Gorgasali.
820. 821. His Holiness is working at the sculpture of Shiota Gudushauri.
822.  The final shape of Shiola Gudushauri's sculpture. 2001.
823.824.825. The village of Sno. The Centre of culture and Spirituality after Shiola Gudushauri. The
monument to him was opened in the yard of the centre. 2001.
826. 827.

Most Holy Mother of God Church in Didube. The process of painting Queen Tamar's fresco.
828.829.830. Saint Queen Tamar.

831. An lcon of the Holy Trinity; the process of its painting. 2002.

832. The final shape of the icon. 2003.
833. An icon of the Most Holy Mother of God in the process of painting. 2002.

834, The final shape of the icon. 2003.

835.  St. King David the Prophet. 2004.

836. King Solomon.

837. Kartlos. The Biblical ancestor of the Georgians.

§38.  Shiola Gudushauri, the forefather of the Shiotashwili family. 2005.
839.840. The parents of Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia ILIA Il. 2004.

842. Mount Sinai.

843.844. Prayers to the Holy Trinity, the Most Holy Mother of God, St. George and St. Nicholas, written
on parchment by Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA Il.

845.846 Prayers to the Holy Trinity, the Most Holy Mother of God, St. George and St. Nicholas, written
‘ on parchment by Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA 1i.

848. "Seven Prayers of a Day".

487



pp
373.

375.

379.

380.

381.

382.

383.

384,

385.

386.

387.

Quotations

thesis for candidate’s degree on th .
at the Academy, | wrote a thesi | e topic:
In my secc;r;:eyﬁ;’::ﬁan Monastery on Mount Athos”.... The fife of the Fathers on the Hol
i Hr_stor'y . < weas and will remain for me an example of spiritual loftiness and perectiony. |
#A}suq;asﬁea;:':‘z’v my attention also due to its close attachment to the history of my Country
IS |

Georgia ... ]
1 g%aduated from the Academy wil

According to the decision of Profess
holder at the Academy, but the love O
up all this and return to my country.
i tainous landscape is the best scen
because | am a mountaineer, @ mountal e ery for

epafgiﬁse' most picturesque view | prefer to see is the. glopes with a cover of mountain
Irlr:)wers on the way leading from Gergeti Church to Holy Trinity Temple.

I love spring and sunny weather.

At times, one should also take pleasure in concentrating his_attention on the inner life ang
feel the exis’tence of the transcendent reality. Precisely, seclusion to oneself enables man 1o

dwell with God. Great ideas are born exactly in this kind of solitude.

h the degree of a Candidate of Theological Sciences.
ors’ Council, | was to continue work as a scholarshi.;;
f my people and Mother-Church persuaded me to give

I loved nature from my childhood. | always felt God's hand on it that is why | loved every
consisting part of it, particularty animals. When finding a stray puppy, | used to _take it home,
but not always | was allowed to do so and ! remember myself crying because of it. In general,
| enjoyed taking care of domestic animals.

Strict | am very seldom, but when the matter concerns homeland and Church, | am
refentless. | can inflict a severe punishment upon a traitor of God and people awaiting, at the

ame time, for his contrition and if he repents of his wrongdoing, | am ready 1o forgive him
immediately.

| loved music from my childhood. | was said to possess with the best possible ear for music.
Certainly, most delightful for me is listening to the Georgian church songs. Apart from this, |
can listen to the classical music for hours. | would mark out Mozart as my favorite composer.

And, | love Paliashvili.

God has bestowed on every people a gift of love, among them are we, the Georgians. This

love is felt, in the first place, in our folk and church songs.
The Georgian church song is the love of God and the Georgian folk song is the love of the

neighbour, sounded and conveyed in music.

Church songs Composed by His Holiness and Beatitude ILIA II, Catholicos-Patriarch
of All Georgia.

Rejoyce, O Perfectly Glorious. An insert in St. Nino's Akathisto. 1963,
Come to Me, O Lord. 1965.
Catholicos-Patriarch JLIA Ii.

O Lord Jesus Christ. 1980.
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA .

Holy God.1985.
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA |1,

Our Father. 2005,
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA I,

Our Father. 2005,
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA A

The Nicene Creed, (a fragment). 2
; E . 2005.
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA JI. )

Dyptich. (a fragment), 2005,
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA 1L
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A Prayer for the Dead 200! i
. 2005, i ivine Li
Catroros P c3 i (A shoit insert in the Divine Liturgy).

A Prayer for the Dead. 200! i
. 2005. i ivine Li
Catholicos Patros 2 (A shortinsert in the Divine Liturrgy)

Thougl’]ts on the Past and the Future
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA i '

My Sugplicalion. (a fragment). 2005.
Catholicos-Patriarch IL A 1.

Irakli Before the Batile. 2005.
Catholicos-Patriarch ILIA .

bOﬁﬂi;eQrgﬂ;%;En;;y. t(l;e Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, - Glory to You!

« the Creator of Heaven and world, the Rul i i
"Ut\f;vand_ mercy, - 1 ofter a1y o e Ruler of every creation with the
o on: :lsng to You, we bless You and we worship You at all times, O God in three Persons,
beane ience — the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, O Lord of Lords, God of Powers, we
e vineyaroéj‘w%i?ri”ymve ar;](: :ope, look down from heaven and see, and visit this vine and

our right hand has pl
Yoursel! Armn planted and the branch that You made strong for

The humble Tlia 1i. 2000.

A Prayer fo the Most Holy Mother of God.

O Mother of God, Look down on us and save us!

Ear%l\/‘l;sr:sizce)lrzldMother of God, Patroness of Iberia,_the Shining Morning Star, the Sun of the

, ent of the Angels, the Helper of all sick and needy, chosen by the Lord as the
Molhe_r of God and Protector of both worlds, took down on the entrusted to You appanage —
Georgia and bgseech the Most Holy Trinity the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to forgive
us countless sins of ours. Restore us with Your mercy, feed with bread those who hunger,
clothe the naked, release prisoners and help them find the way of the truth; heal the infirms,
comfort those who weep, encourage the young and littie and grant them spiritual maturity,
enhance the wisdom of the old and let their offsprings rejoice in well-being.

O Merciful Mother, give us steadfastness of the true faith, hope, awe to God and truthful
love of the Church and neighbour, devotion to the country and the Georgian language, grant
us a clean heart and steadfast spirit, an acute and profound mind; grunt us a healthy body and
keep it out of harm's way. Strengthen the families of the Georgians and bless them with many
children. Fil! our granaries with bread and our vineyards with grape, enhance the harvest of
our fand and multiply the cattle.

O Mother of God, bring the prodigal sons and daughters of Iberia unto the way of the truth,
let the Georgians living in other countries come home safely; turn harmless to us and send to
their countries the people of other nations who have come to Georgia to contend against us
with enmity and give us, the dwellers of Georgia, strength for mutual encouragement, that we
could weep with those who are in grief and help them, and rejoice with those who rejoice.

O Mother Mary, join in spiritual unity and establish as an inseparable flock of God the
nation of Georgians, state authorities, warriors and Church within the borders of the restored
mothertand. Make Georgia Your Temple and vanquish forever Her corporeal and incorporeal
enemies with a spear of sweet-smelling aroma of fragrant violets. ]

Also, | supplicate, help with Your prayers our relatives and ancestors passed away in the
Orthodox faith and grant their souls abodes among the righteous.

Boundless is Your lovingkindness on us, O Most Holy Mother of God, we offer glory e_and
gratitude to You, O Our Helper, we lay our hearts for the footstool under Your feet and light
up our prayers as an unquenchable lamp before Your lcon; from as remote as the hegver;]ly
Kingdom down to the land of Georgia we shall carpet our fove to You and cover it with the

le land.
flowllebrzv;) fr:;rek::g gefore You and ask You, do not forsake us even in the day of j(our Son's
Second Coming, but establish Georgia at the right hand of Our(;_ordA Jqus (‘Z(hr:ldsr:,e tsr;attov:l
might rejoice and glorify Our Creator - _the Everlasting Love abundant in lovingkt
_ the father, the Son and the Holy Spirit unto ages of ages, Amen.

Iy servant of God and obedient dweller under Your Vgil lﬁa .
The louly Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia llia il.
April 9, 2001
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404.
405.
406.

; riting. The Equal-to-the-A
. s to know the Old Georgian Wi ) postios
EV:%(ie;sr%a:\:o?;Zr:d shield and finaliy converted the Georgian people to Chritans,
Nino held | :
i of

Georgian was the language
OldHemeg'lber! We build a blank wall bet:

Georgian Saints... '
ween our past and future taking Asomtavyy)i and

Iphabets) out of use. With time, most ancieny

i two Old Georgian a h '
Nuskhakhutsuri (::z unfamiliar and obscure for a contemporary Georgian man, ignorance of
publications beco! ment for him to read masterpieces of Georgian Literature

bets being an impedi
orks tell us about
anguage. en

the troubles and joys of the passed days of Georgia in the

these alpha
lightened with the same light of divine grace as

although these W L
difigent and noble Georgian |
before. i de, where the Old Georgian writing has f )
oly Church is the only abode, 1e O j y . ound s
h ;0?3};4';?: ll;' L! read every day, for every }ecclesmsnc lbook is pn_nted in Khutsuri._.
Z elte ',avruli and Khutsuri are bridges connecting our glopous past W"h, a happy future,
rei)?ems’;nting the only way in which the mother-tongue, the faith and the genius of a Georgian
man have been preserved.
i igh as 23000 meters. St.Moses’ mountain o *
teep path in the rocks led us as higl . o "the
ho]._.p/;:k,. Zsp people call it, is situated to the south _of St. Katherine monastery. Twq
aneymative 'ways to the holy place are up to comers optlon. One of them is a path of four
thousand steps carved in a rock by monks as early as in the 4t‘h century. Thege precipitous
high rocks are s0 difficult to surmount that they take away' thg lives of two to five men every
week. "The ascent is too arduous for a human heat_‘t to reasf its pressure, the heat also adds
its injurious effect”, - focal monks told to the Catholicos-Patriarch. .
"Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground®, - Moses

rd’s voice.
he?trivglseo’fe and only fact in the twenty centenarian history of the_ Georgian Orthodox Church
when the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia set foot on Mount Sinai, which has always been
and will infinitely remain the most holy place for Christians. No one among His Holiness'
predecessors has ever seen it. )

Now. the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia stood barefoot in the very place and started
his way up the four thousand steps in the rock, half a meter tall each, the steps leading to
Mount Horeb...

The desert had opened its mystical doors to the Spiritual Father of Georgia who was
foliowing the sacred path up the steps unshod, neglecting the difficulty of the way, the harsh
climate of the place, and at dawn he reached the holy mountain with escorting Him persons
and local monks who guided him to the mountain.

There, on the very top of the mountain stands the temple of the Holy Trinity. "With God's
help we made this ascent’, - remembers the Catholicos-Patriarch. The moment we
approached the holy place everyone took off his shoes. | had a feeling that the whole Georgia
had ascended the holy mountain and stood to pray with me. | gave thanks to the Lord on
behalf of our people for all He has given us, for our mother tongue, for our faith, which we have
preserved, | implored Him for our Church, for the whole Georgian nation, especially for our
youth, our children, for mothers in childbirth, for everyone.

I have never elsewhere felt in my life the power and grace which | felt there and then...

The prayer which I, the sinful and humble Hiia Il, the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia
offered to the Lord on the Holy Mount Sinai, where Moses the Prophet received the Ten
Commandments from God.

"0 OUR FATHER,-GLORY TO YOU!
O SON OF GOD,-GLORY TO YOU!
O HOLY SPIRIT,-GLORY TO YOU!

O Most Holy Trinity, of one essence, Creator and Ruler of both worlds,-Glory to You!

How shall 1, an unworthy and poor servant give praise to You: my heart and mind are not
able to voice Your glory. Yet ! implore You, receive my prayer as a child's ignorant word said
to his Father. Out of my sinful mouth, O God, my people, Your beloved people, cry to You.

h O my Lord, the Seraphim and the Cherubim, the Archangels and angels, a multitude of the
eavenly host s1ng to You. But, what do | have to say to You, how could | praise You or what

;'re my deeds which | could show You, whereas great are those of the Prophets, Aposties,
agyrs, High Priests, Reverend Fathers and all Your Saints?

o O\I'V Caln }l( pronounce Your name? | am not aware of it. | have lost utterance facing Your

Yoayére()i'r:f)i,n‘tnow that You are with us, You never hide Your face from us; | only know that

tha!()the"f«‘ is ;1:: “afgdw?tfé:?lylgf and one feels warm when dwells with You; and | also know

Yot‘;)lyl,oHoII)'/I,( Holy Lord of Sabao'th, the whole earth is full of Your glory! o

glory, like Your fove, exceeding in You, overwhelms all Your creation; and we also.

Lord, in communion wi )
Father, nion with the grace of Your glory, are being exalted, are being cleansed, O Ou



Like our Holy Fath

behalf of al Georgianz‘t %‘John Chrysostom, 1, Your sinful servant llia ll, say these words on
are vith us, You, whosé bosw to You for'all", 1 magnify You, who are everywhere, You, who
Your abode and from i at:’qr?-j;N\e{odwe: in, I magnify You, who have chosen our h'eans‘to be
on :Ze Holy Mount Horet, U chasten and teach us, as You taught Moses and Elijah

€ magnify You i

image, You h;lve o :tr;(viv eg(ljve thanks to You, O merciful, for You have created us in Your
fai_th, the Tove of God and thgr:ol\jlz g;irthmothgr tongue, the Georgian language and the true
mmg Etmdr?iven U8 the truth o knowledgz neighbour, You have poured on us the light of the
ut, what is true? : ion

nations, more p(r]l‘fe»rfﬁldagw S lgenerauon has been seeking it since the beginning. Numerous
wiped off 1he earth pu?s Otp ef }han we are, have passed out of existence and have been
o.Us. And when Vou o |.UI of it. You had mercy on us, O merciful, and manifested Yourself
people hoard L ore‘ 1\\/{ered Your‘ beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ to humanity, my
Commandments hanged ) our blessing and lovingkindness, accepted wholeheartedly His
burden. | gve you thank bown to us by You. These people took up their easy yoke and light
hitherto leading e alsn e\c{iuse You taught lmy'peop|e and You have been teaching them
wildermese g Your narrow path in like manner You did to the Israelites in the

We gi
oroces g;vﬁgrl:vsut.ol::us, QlFather _Lord, for we believe in and confess the Holy Spirit, who
bolor of the diseas’e b pirit, who is everywhere and fills all with Your grace; who is the
v on ased, the support of the fallen, the perfection of the needy. We give thanks
And. gly Trinity, You, who strengthen us with Your power.
for You' sgs;nal thar\k You, O my God,_ for those abundant gifts, which You have given to me,
A ! ppointed me as the spiritual father of Your people of Iberia. And today, You
av“i given me tg behqld this holy mountain and worship its great sanctity. ’
e ;Zﬁggr“ will blj given to you;“ seek and you wilt find, knock and it will be opened to you®,
08 says-. e also says: Whatever you ask the Father in my name He will give you®.
ood Fathe_r, limplore You in Your Son's name, do not hide Your face from our people for
our transgressrons; find us like the Father who found his lost son. Forgive us our unbelief and
anger, pride, envy, covetousness; we supplicate, blot out our transgressions and heal our
a_ﬁhct_ed soulls. Give us the true belief, a steadfast love, the power of water and the strength of
fire, fill us wlth the grace of the Most Holy Trinity; strengthen our civil authorities within Your
\;)vf and faith; bless us in peace, O Lord, pour on us the spirit of integrity, humility and
atience.

Mutltiply our Children and grandchildren, create in them a clean heart and renew a
steadfast spirit within them.

Bless the crown of the married and make their union firm with love, forgive them the sins
of their youth and transgressions and fill their future fife with light.

y Give mature people a heart of wisdom and mercy, a sober mind to discern You and fulfill
our will.

Bless the years of the old in peace. Multiply their posterity; make their lives good to ease
them 1o join peacefully the age to come.

| beseech You, enlighten with Your light scholars, writers and workers of art. Bless their
work and labour to be good and fruitful for the country; enable them to serve You with their
work, to serve Your people of Iberia.

Bless our working people, everyone who labours and is heavy laden. Bestow on them the
faith, love and integrity of our great ancestors.

0 God, confirm and strengthen our Holy Apostolic Church and the clergymen, let them be
the light of the nation, restore temples and monasteries, draw us together and overshadow us
with Your grace.

But, what can | ask You for those who reject You, who go astray? | supplicate, have mercy
on them, convert them to the right way and join them to Your parish: “that there will be one
flock and one Shepherd!" | aiso ask You to remember in Your Kingdom the souls of those
Georgians who have laboured on Mount Sinai; 1 ask Youto re_member our Kings and deens,
High Priests and Catholicos-Patriarchs, those passed away |n.pr|es'thoofi and mqnastlc rule,
those tired in honest labour, builders of temples and monasteries, killed in pattleheldg and all
Your sons and daughters of Georgia. Bless the abode_s of the New G(_eorgla in Your Kingdom,
forgive sinners their sins and deliver them from suffering, pour You( light and tove on them.

Bowing my knees to You, | offer my prayers, 0O Lord, for peace in the world, for peace on

nd good will toward men. o
eanoh }a-‘{olygFather, | implore You, give ear to my supplication and save us! |t of rest gife

0O Beginning and Reason of all, the Ruler of the essence of Universe, 1, full of great g
given to me by You, rep:at |agaitr:): voul

E ord, glot !

g;oryt:)o%zu,g OLur Cr?eatlglr, Our mercifui Protector, glory to Yout Glory to You, O God of

t?clm who "nas written our names in the Lamb’s Book of Life! o is and
ournvim tf,“? Alpha and the Omega, the Behglnnmg lan.d (h1e8|§nd , says the Lord, "who is an
who was and who is to come, the Almighty”. (Reveletlon 8).
"Come, O Lord, and save Us, O our God, Ament
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409.

e Great Martyr,

i inous Giorgi th :
To Saint LumingC g d Vanquisher of the Evil

Victorious Wonderworker an
A Humble Appeal N
of Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia llia Il
i i ted, the Healer of the infirms
berater of captives. the Helper of thetormen , the : . firem: and Comf,
of tr?o[s_le who grief. O Great Hope of the Georgians, the Victorious _Samt Giorgi, °rtelr
the hoper unto You. flia 11, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia through God's will gng
providence. implore You. be the leader of the Georgian people and protector of our Chura,
unto the ages- . 4
You ha?/e been Ruler of our nation since the remote past; do not forget the sinful people;
I the infirmities of our souls; deliver us from unbeliee}‘

pray to God. that He may remit and heal t d
pride and envy. spite, enmity and false wxlness,lcovetousness, hostility and curse, adultery
conceit and overtaking others’ property; ask Him that He may forgive us our iQNOranc@:

destruction of churches and monasteries, paganism, superstition.

Beseech the Lord that He may bestow on us the true Orthodox faith, hope and love, grant
us pure feelings and steadfast soul; that He may avyaken our concern to support widows
orphans, the needy and poor and muitiply among us virtues anc! good works. s

0O Great Martyr Giorgi. ilumine our mind that we should attain to the full knowledge of the

Lord - the Way. the Truth and the Life; fill us with the divine wisdom and in this way enable us
to love the Creator, the neighbour, our motherland and mother tongue with all our minds; soften
our hearts and endow them with a gift of forgiveness, find and bring us together in the Holy

Church of Christ.

0O worthy of Christ’s crown Warrior, | implore You for my people with all my hope, defend
us forever with Your holy spear and protect us from the wicked and every work of theirs; and.
in the day of Judgment, meditate for us before Our Lord Jesus Christ to make us WOI‘;hy 0}
inheriting everlasting life.

Ardently | ask You, help our fathers and mothers and all our ancestors, who have passed
away in ages and save the condemned souls out of their torment.

ech You , O Saint Giorgi, do not neglect my supplication, bless the

Bowing my knee, | bese
nation of the Georgians and the Holy Church of this land; have mercy on me, the sinful, for

heavy is the cross | am bearing; help me and protect me with Your grace, O Victorious.
May God be with us!
Your spiritual son,
the doer of Your will within my vital power,
lowly llia il.

To Saint Nicholas,

Archbishop of Myra of Lycia, The World's Great Spiritual Father,
Wonderworker and Speedy Helper

A Humble Appeal of

llia ll, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia.

] Yo Wc])ndrous among the Saintg, the Great Worker of Miracles, Qur merciful Father Nicholas,
0} Aﬁué owl)_/, obedient servant llia I, through God’s will and Providence, Catholicos-Patriarch
: eorgia, on behalf of my people and Church, bow my knee in humility before You and
implore:
hat oui-i:?' and protect the Holy Church of Georgia and the Georgian people at all times, SO
it defenéjon c<f)uld walk in the way _of Christ unto the ages, grunt us the true faith and truthful
evil works fmurf, g:)m corporeal and incorporeal enemies, save us from unclean thought and
each other, judgin a:s:sm);]and apostasy, defiver us from pride, envy and conceft, enmity to
and evil sp’e aking 9 other, false witness and covetousness, deceit, hatred, mercenariness
G ! )
make usra;;;: ";? svfrer?ess of our sins, lowliness and patience, a kind and sincere heart to
fowards us, O }ll\llerci? Iélf(‘jmg the Lord a}nd worthy of His abiding with us. Have lovingkindriess
and fESKOre’churchesu : d||I the worlq with peace and root deep good will among men; renew
forgive us our iﬂiqunieinanrgog’ asteries to glorify God; illumine, protect, multiply the Georgians,
of One Shepherd - the Lord. ring us together under the Lord's protection; make us one flock
O Holy Hi
departed anc}ést:;arpg:, andQSpee"V Helper Nicholas, with ardent heart | implore You for our
and all those passéd a gs. Queens, Catholicos-Patriarchs, High Clergymen, monks and nuns
scientists, buiders of Cvrl]ay in priesthood and monastic rule, governors of provinces, writers,
warriors and their leader. Urﬁhe§ and monasteries and those who laboured within their walls,
country and religion ands’]t e kiled on battlefields, Georgians, who laid down their lives fof the
Holy Trinity and thus he|pat:]2:§ td eceased since the ages; look down on them and pray to the
grunt us a peaceful end of this Ii? 'phe”’ abodes among the righteous, beseech the Creator 10
e in Orthodoxy and save us from death that lasts forever
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412,

O Helper of tho
se who hoy
the Lord, the Pe on You, bestow on
Bowing m)?::;(;h ;’-lndkmy pecple with aif my hea::r;dth:i:gwonhy' he strengih to serve
, 1 asl ’ -
May God be with us! You for Your Holy blessings.
Your obedient se

v i

lowly ffia 1 ant, glorifying You at al times,
The day of ¢ .

9.5A85.y ommemoration of $t. Nicholas.

Though in the da
" ys of my Partri :
theological schools, diocesesyanda\nnarchal office churches have been built, the number of

B arish have i i P
has been done is the revival of ”Szven Pra;zr];icr:e:S[?:y’“l {hink,the most signifcant of af that

The Confession of Alf Georgia in the Day of Repentance.

O Infinite al isi
and Hope; O ;‘;yaﬁg;al.}_:n}nstble and Incomprehensibie, Invincible and Merciful, Qur Love
You! f y. Holy Lord of Sabaoth, the Creator of the skies and world - Glory to

O So .

Word, Onnl(;rf-BG;;(;tt:i '-;f”%JeSUS Christ, of one essence with the father and equal to Him. O
Ascended in hoaven od the Father, ln_camate. Crucified, Risen from the dead and

O Holy Spirt, the Locrrc:iur f:ke, O Our Merciful Judge in the day of Judgment - Glory to You!

the Healer of inf'irms and épive(iec?fdflx‘unl?ngs: u‘zhteh(’j:;hv?hlo‘/\ll:cokareG:g a“téﬂslce? and faliinngs.
o - ou!

O Most Holy Trinity, inseparable and of one essence, worshi;r)yed in One God-Head, the
Master of every being - Glory to you! "We sing to You, we bless Y. i
O Lord, and we implore You. O Our God.* . ou, we give thanks to You,
Cleaﬁzzddi?\of: (;shc;:éniﬂg; i|:ec(;pi(re]ns,OIe!" us enter and repent our sins to come out through it

nd ul“, (loane Minchkhi. The 10th ¢.)

O most Holy Trinity, Who have the authority over the remission of sins, we, unprofitable
oo Yo ot e ot o s o s o s

. uag| e brother.
Your _Face we bow the knee of our souls and flesh, confessi]nggougr iniquities ang 352
supplicate, according to Your mercy pardon us and our ancestors our innumerable sins.

Forgive our people the first and greatest sin — pride. We have been haughty people and
we still remain as such, like empty ears of wheat, always forgetting King Solomon's words: "A
man's pride shall bring him law; but honour shall uphold the humble in spirit®. (Prov. 29.23).
"Pride gooth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a falf”. (prov. 16.18)

O Lord, heal us from this sickness and have mercy on us.

O Lord, remit and forgive us the departure from You and unbelief, destruction of temples
and monasteries, sacrilege toward the Church, apostate of the Orthodox Church, remit, o}
Lord, persecution and humitiation of Clergymen, monks and nuns.

Forgive us, O God, the treachery of the motherland and faithlessness, murder, bloodshed
among brothers, killing children in abortion.

We have committed a great sin of aduftery, faithlessness to the spouse and family,
fornication, arousing other defiling sins and passions. Forgive us with Your lovingkindness and
help us to stand in the way of remorse and purity.

We have sinned, O Lord, by disrespecting, offending and being indifferent to our parents -
we have forgotten Your warning through King Solomon's words: “Cursed be he that setteth
light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen”. (De}.noronomy 27.16).

We have sinned by humiliating elders, forgetting about the dead in our prayers and
neglecting their deeds and the fruits of their work. ]

We have sinned by unclean thought, false witness, envy, betralyal of friends, hgtred,
breaking the oath, tumult, anger, taking avenge, ovenakmg_ others' plroperty, greeqm::ss,
stealing, violence, love of wealth and' relying on it; O Lord, remit and florglve us: bard ?nr‘\hmg,
drug addiction, animosity and maliciousness, judging the shortcomings and §lnst: of ec;s,
egoism, love of food, aimless squandering of property and money, neglecting the needy,

i _glorification. - .
conéegos(ilf Og“;:g‘r‘;fil:u‘i we have sinned by idieness, laziness, hopelessness, living \fmthou!
confession and without receiving the communion, believing fortune-tellers, breaking fast on

d Fridays and on other days of fasting, missing the church service on
Wednescay anS days and on other feast days, thinking about suicide, cursing our own
Sﬁg:giy;?jngtheﬂnpegple bringing up the children without adherence to the true faith and
chiiren St ¢ ' e in vanity and by many other sins.
spirituaht)é, lflg:'n?v: ﬁ:cgir Itlr'\z ?lx:?gr;lln“w,ea:: ougl unwoynhy ministry to You and cleapse uds.
8 tg:d: bosling our knees we supplicate, on behalf of our ancestors, All Georgia an every

G ian, on behalf of the dwellers of Georgia and our countrymen living beyond it. We
eorgian,
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417.

: lovingkindness and in the muttityg,
on us according to Your lov ; e of Yo
beseech Youl}th;‘:ret:;i?gyfessions and all our sins. With Your right hand purge us with hyss;llr
n SNOW. !
c:rahand our souls and flesh, hearts and minds and cleanse us,
y aught and chastened us for many thousangg of

Who brought us up. t !
lously from multitudes of troubles, now also, look down on ug

mercy. blot 0 t
and we shall be whiter
Touch Your Most H
0O Good Shepherd. h
years and delivered us miracu

with Your lovingkindness.

Facing austere hardships. we beseech You, restore and make firm the boundaries of

i eller of it. Make our enemies contending against
Georgia. b'et;Zi?Uerr:;r:g,a::de;zz:nvé to us. O Mercifufr grant us ng ‘true love of G:Z' t:r:g
away from eace. wisdom, lowliness, joy, a heart of msdom, capablhty. of forgiving sins of
gter;g?f%ﬁ;:ﬁe us with the white linen of Your bag)tisfq: and gird up our loins with Your Power

: e the only Shepherd of it.
andTmIakelhu:;naegiogﬁras?:sbhas risenyto overflow us with its waters, but relying upon You, 0
Lordn:\'yé hope that the words, You uttered t_hrough Isai.ah the Prophet yvill be true for us, tog:
-xcorﬁe now. and let us reason together, saith the_ Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they

though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool, | have

be as white as snow; : all
zlr:)anl:ed out. as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me: for

redeemed thee". (Isaiah 1, 18: 44, 22). )
i ha(;el_ord You read our hearts, hear and accept our confession through the prayers of Your

Most Holy Mother and All Your Saints. ) N
0] Lorz we have returned to You and here is our contrition. Grant us the salvation in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen! )
Thilisi, the site of Most Holy Trinity Cathedral on Mount of Elijah the Prophet.

The Nativity of Christ, January 6, 2000/2001

A human being is the most enigmatic phenomenon of Ihe Creation. In the spiritual reaim
of every man two lines confront each other; one can find in it resemblance to God and man's
sinful nature, loftiness and lowness, freedom and slavishness, the power of great love ang,
also, a base feefing of unlimited egoism and great austerity; man possesses the potentiality of
resurrection and ascension, but he is also capable of falling and destructing everything
around. God has given us the right of choice. We determine for us which of these two trends

to follow.

Truly, the only rightous, unstained with sins is the Lord alone and man is tend to sin;
nevertheless, there is no such sin that could transcend God's love to man, there is no such
sin that is not subject to remission through the true contrition, confession and receiving the

communion.

The process of combating sins is not simpie, since it requires profound work and willpower,
but, at the same time, it is a labour of inner blessedness and grace, a process of ascending a
ladder leading to the skies, every step of which is the result of a definite examination passed
by the man. Therefore we shouldn't beware of trials as they are means of spirituail hardiness
and deliverance from sins. A trial is the starting point of ascending this ladder. And, if one
hasn't commenced the ascent yet, he is far from a spiritual struggle and trials.

) The true contrition is the outcome of a long period of spiritual cleansing and perfection, it
is not work of a day or two or even several months; it is a lifelong labour.

How vain anld poor is the life of those who have only spent it on earthly pursuits having
taken‘ them as its objective (wealth, a social standing, welfare, honour and career), never
stopping to reflect on eternal values.

Can it really be true, that any of the generations (or even individuals) only come to
existence to die a senseless death after their descendants have followed to substitute them
and these latter, in doing so, know that the same fate is in store for them?!

Is it really so, that the existence of a person, family, tribe or nation means a mere changing
places of constapﬂy dying men or generations in an aimless life?! .
intoTZOtseir‘i':)Tg !(:lér;l;a{i?gnlive zo, condemn themselves to eternal death having turned tgeic: ";/ﬁg
foward onesell P! and absurdity. This is a profound transgression before GO

The tragedy of a contem i . ” ilosophy)
porary man is that cult ecifically philosop
have vastly departed from Church ulture and science (sp y
perfzt)d_many it appears that scientific and technical achievements speak of the intellectugl
b zn .Of man and they follow the idea that eventually a human mind will be able to explain
reﬂect{onegfe: g;;he whole universe; therefore, they consider the belief in the Creator asstz
rule "lowe layers, conscious society and accept it as superfluous or think of it as good @
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421.

They deny miracle, for | ] . !
and earthly laws, » 10 In every miracle there is something inexplicable with a human logic

But, for a beli i i i

unthinkatle léeoheetner a hfelwnhout f:onfessmg God and without acknowledging His wonders is
initare not éubiecl?opslﬁgtlr; zglendldm I-rl]ard as man can try, nature and the processes seen
! ! t ion on the human mind without resi i

in e;elryihlng there is raom for ircational faith residue. Thatis, sverywnere and

el i ;
ot o 3‘:: drngenc;lode_bar science, on the contrary, its achievements and statements are well
connected'with s L it yeams‘to new explorations (not one invention of the 19th c. are
dlergymen). Retg names of 1althfu! scholars or investigators, who at the same time where
inadmissiblé andglrzr‘\);ggzp\}vs‘;hat bth: or that theory or hypothesis may tomorrow be entirely
th 2 better e p .
andv\rlemoteness from perfoction one. it occurs due to a human mind’s limited abilities
he o -
estab\isﬁnzadsi:\t/h; ltarll.l_‘eogh&s:nanhte_lglhchlng is exactly the same as it was in the early centuries
A urch. This is because Jesus Christ is not onk
He Ls the trge God and His teaching is unerring. Y @ periect men, bt
sen;;;zgsmgtr:'g)l:t falth is very diﬁic_ult, formidable and beyond justification. Death makes it
e s A r;xr&se llrnto 'a.ttozn;‘engng inexplicable riddie. Often self-confident nonbelievers
ir spiritual blindness by death i

any olher deep sorram, y death of close people or some severe iflness or

ma:hvz lrlifoeuzf leac{)\lof us, as well as the past of our nation, is full of trials. The Lord sends upon
e roubles, grief and r}'nsfortuns_as, different hardships and humiliations and all this
make a human being know himself uitimately. Have you ever endured all this? — This is
austere, - you may say or think; but there is no other way. Living untroubled (with complete
uncqncern) one forgets everything: God, his own immortal soul, forgets that he is only a guest
of this temporal life and he is to inherit the next world. When you don't know what hardship is
tl_'le happy Ilfe_ you are living seems your own merit and will remain unchangeable. At that Ven;
time of your life, the Lord comes to you trying to awaken you from sieep, to take away the fog
Fhat has overwhelmed your soul. He will isolate you in your bedroom laying you up in a bed of
filness... Do you know why? He wants to talk to you, He wants to heal the sickness which is
more formidable than your disease; He wants to touch your soul to heal it. Only after all this
you'll realize that the life you have lived is full of errors; and if through God's will you
understand it, you have already found the right way.

God has sent His Son to us to save from destruction every believer in Him, that each of
them could inherit eternity, since eternal life is in Christ, since in Christ s life and the life is the
light of men (John, 1, 4 ). This Light delivers us from the dark; it is the Light of hope, the Giver
of joy and, at the same time, Exposer of our sins, calling for cleansing. We should look at

ourselves through Jesus' light and study our souls closely if we want to walk in the right way
of life, if we want to be the sons of the Light.

When a believer perceives life as it is and the surrounding him real world, he comes to the

conclusion that our earthly being is only part of something great, indefinite, it is only a
preparation for everlasting and immortal life.

Sometimes, when a misfortune comes to a man, he gets confounded to such extent that
he can't find a way out. The environment around acquires so a heavy shape that he only sees
one possible way out - suicide. Due to his unbelief he thinks that this is his refief from the grief.
in reality he dooms himself to a perpetual torture, as he, on his own will, delivers his soul to
the evil. If a sucide was not mentally disturbed, even a prayer for him is not allowed, or even
the last rites are not allowed. We must remember that one shouldn't fall spiritually in the time
of hardship, for the way out of any tough condition can be found, if one, governed with
prudence, relies on God.

The one, who makes this horrible step, renounces the Holy Spirit and commits the greatest
guilt before God and towards his own soul. He feels as if he will be de!ivered from the torment
which has befallen on him in this life, forgetting that condemns himself to a muf:h more
tormenting and, in addition, lasting forever torture, out of which no o_ng can rescue hlm.._.

Hard drinking and drug addiction are sins bearing similarity to s_\{lcnde. as they can (.inve a
person to @ complete destruction. These two diseases charactenzing contemporary life are

ricularly dangerous for little nations... -, )
e War isylessgdisastrous for a country than drug addiction, since the latter causes both

iri nd physical demofition of a human being... o ,

splr/::a; ?ule ptge families of these people are not stabile. Their chiidren can't be prevented
ing this awful mark. _ N
fl'Cm[\)r?:egazrildgicts shouid realize their condition and start to _thlnk of tomorrow. Through' tr:? eyll s
persuasion disappointment often overwhelms them tosing hope on improvement; this is &

ht“' . N o
fals‘?k::;r) usghould accept without fail that taking the right way is never late, they ought to
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sin, but much heavier is the sin of its spreading. The one who commitg
licé in the spiritual and physical slaug_hter of people and, therefore, he
from God. In Georgia an organized business of drug realization
- . g osed to danger of being turned j
; is is extremely alarming. Georgia is exp! 1 i ot
mcreasiss::r:ig:tsry. | appeal to the government, the authorities of Iavg, political parties, the
%ﬁ;t",ahe whole people, they should do all in their power for an urgent improvement of hese

conditions.

Drug addiction is &
the latier is an accomp
will get a severe punishment

s protected steadiastness and inviolability of families. Abortions or gn,
oth;?:n?,;u;fshoaf'g:griv‘i)ng a conceived child of life have glways befen copsidered a ’_“Urdery.
According to the Holy Scripture, the Chgrch has adqpte(_i firm laws o matrimony, bearing ang
upbringing children, solid rules of a family life and violation of them is unpardonable,

Since the ancient times the Church r]as issued a decree that a human being starts an
independent existence at the instant of its conception, being aIr_eady @ pPerson, not to say
anything of a seven, ten or twelve-week-old foetus, actions of wh|ch.have apparent features
of human habitual ones. in contemporary medicine this statement is proved with scientific
grounds. Therefore, there is no ditference whether a !hree-month~o|_d foetus (or more or less
than that) or a three-month-old young child (or even ten, twenty or thirty-year-old one) is killed
by his or her mother. Why is the former permitted and accepted as a porm_al phenomenon,
whereas the latter is a serious guilt subject to punishment by the law, - isn't it anomalous?..

Can anything be compared with the depth of the sin when a person becomes a merciless
murderer of his or her child? The responsibility is laid on both parents, if it happens with the
father's consent. Our society is full of parents-murderers and the worse of it is that they don't
feel remorse consistent with this depth...

Our mothers, our parents, our beloved spiritual sons and daughters, don’t take a dreadful
quilt of your own child’s murder... Make a vow that you won't admit killing your own offspring
who has found a shelter under your bosom hoping on you, loving you with an amazing love.

Triais are not exhaustible on earth as the evil fights the good having determined man as
its essential target. The life on earth is unthinkable without troubles and pains; unthinkable is
also the life of any person, who can escape taking in grips attacks from wicked people
encouraged by evil souls. One should be prudent in such moments and keep away from

avenge.

Respecting the elders, observance of hierarchy, patience is the obligatory aspect of a
family life due to which morally steadfast, peaceful and good environment can be maintained.
Devotion is also a most valuable virtue. Worthy spouses live a life of self-sacrificing love
towards each other and the children, this precise feature makes for their Christian attitude

towards the neighbour.

In traditional families one always finds order proper for such. Here elders have implicit
authority, although, everyone in the family has his or her obligations, image and share of
functions...

The woman, in the first place, is a loving wife and a caring mother; she brings up the
children in adherence to Church and boundless love of matherland. ..

The man must feel his special duty toward God, country and family. He should hold his
mothertand beyond all earthly values, but Ged should transcend alil this in his conviction. He
must feel indispensability of defending his country and in case of necessity ought to be ready
to sacrifice his life to Her. Georgia saw such people in the past, today also there are many of
them around us. '

Itis deplorable that most of our people have lost the sense of poisonous harm which oné
'gets from unearned bread, have lost the sense that everything got for nothing is a glamorous
temptation of the evil and doesn't belong to us. An individual or a family shall never be happy
if fed on this poison.

pto his last

A high rank and wealth never are good companions. They only follow a man u
d and bad

abode leaving hi treacherou i .
sly the i i
works of all f is life. y re and, one is left in loneliness with t

Fi .
Westu ::; :nore, We ought o keep in mind that being only carried away with the cuitures of “:;er
ast, the North and South is not appropriate, we should adhere to our traditions, ©
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spiritual and materi b

Hightints o n.ﬁﬂ f\r/oarlr\:gls. We should bear fourth our own future”, - as great liia the
adopt all that s degratia ol h ;Ne ought_\o malmain the best possible contacts with everyone,
ot Ve and give out in abundance all they need and all we can give

If a person, " ;
wil inev?latuy wgs(oirr)\]?;;vsgate idon t follow the right religious and national ideology, liberalism
society on pseudodemocgc?/ ::‘erf::lenfues dand destroy the country completely. It will set the
se freedom, devaluati { it wil
up the essence and structure of the country’s statehood. fon of mational values; 1 wil break
Exactly, ing’s i i
also Sens\/a:::ishlrl;n?Q l?emg s life plunged in earthy desires is a deep sin and nonsense, so
inge. 1 the ot S| ;:ctm_g the fundamental issues of a state to daily pursuits and temporal
6 G o m: atx)n ormesldo not want to be overwhelmed with vanity, neither if they want
must ok rt{\e : er of thelr_ community to mere aimless being, they, inasmuch as any man,
endeavouring t eset:g\?::\ya }élr?gdom as ftheir orientation always and in every matter,
ristian way of life everywhere and in everything. This i :
of an unbreakable state with vital capacity and strong spirit... ing. This s 2 fype

Georgi Y ot o
quid :Z:\%at; a]sd an anmepl Christian country, must indispensably take Christian ethics as her
uild up a national state based on our traditions and the Orthodox faith.

mu’;‘f;’(::«’:g;& 12:3‘ r?:ggnmta%rgc?ss‘es ip th_e world suggest different challenges. Our people

This inovitably roquires forma(? el of alization anq fll:1(! its own place and role in ?oday’s world.

communtty reasoning m (s u ;n of a way of thinking typical for statesmanship, because a
k y mode is already a guarantee of success.

Service to the country with the true faith is one of the foremost merits. Precisely, for this
1e_ature.th'e Church has marked out the following pecple to canonize as saints: Tsotné badiani
King _Dlr_mtri the Devoted, llia Chavchavadze, Ekvtimé Takhaishvili and many others. '

Dignity, freedom, a sense of responsibility these are the features distinguishing, in the first
place, stgtgsmanship {or statescraft reasoning), as a way of thinking. The inward sense of
freedom is inevitably concomitant to the society and it can never give priority to dependence
on others; a community can never create anything worthy, if it doesn't have a feeling of
responsibility to its preceeding and future generations. A nation cannot build up a perfect
state, if it lacks a sense of self-respect.

Living under the political and cultural influence of another country undermined these three
pillars of our community. But, people of post-imperial period are often liable to develop an
inferiority complex and, urged with it, they start to seek a new, "good" master instead of
gaining freedom. This could be refatively called provincialism, when due to the feeling of
inferiority, the primate of another country is unconditionally recognized, ultimate resemblance
and slavish yearn towards it is accepted at the expense of neglecting one's own values.

Contrary to this process is a so called “Messianism®, which is displayed in its
fundamentalism and fascism. This ideology inculcates its own particutarity and, as an outcome
of this phenomenon, the right of commanding and exercising power.

Both these trends are extremities causing crisis and complete crash to the state and
community.

According to the Christian teaching, the only

true way restricted from the extremities is “the
Lord's way", representing the only correct orientation for the development of man, community

and state. Up to these days, also, every successful country has been following that way inits
development, relying on its own traditions and principle of mutual sharing with experiences.

Statesmanship, as the way of thinking, can be typical for a community whi(_:\'_x is well aware
of the priotitive necessity of "ours” to the need of “I" and “my*. A man with ambmor_\s of egoism
turns his back 1o the problems of the community and country. He only keeps his home tidy

inding things over its threshold. N

nevgtrar\glgrda;greasfning is a great attainment and mark of highly developed culture. Traditional
as it is for our nation, this feature had to undergo a sheer decrease for the la_st 290 years due
1o the loss of political and, consequently, religious freedom. ThlS penoq of time is onehoi‘the
toughest in our history, for even in the ruined by the enemies Qeorgla thg autocep El(:l:s
Church not only supported the maintenance of statecraft reasoning but did Her utmost to
regain the country's political independence.

i i nything whatever, butitis a constant self-control.- the way

of (;:erﬁ\/e:r?r'rng Iznr::etl??réfwh;taovgsyioys‘ins%reedom is splgndid, dgsirable and f'aq}il|.a|;, bu(li,o at

i it is dangerous, burdening each of us with & .seno~us Fespopsnbl ity; freedom

tr?e o hme‘a chance of option, displaying initiative, surveying his v1ewp_om§s.‘. but, on the
glt\;:asr :;:drsgr;mands from him explanations for all his actions and determinations.

i i him peace, joy and
s a human being to heaven bestowing on y a
Tr.xe tru.eb frte::s rnr:J:ta:truggle, first of all, against himself and the evils deeg:l-rtx‘?‘o’t:'(\il :tr: :;::“
ﬂgpplf::jz,h ;;lrocess \asting to the end of fife; "And you shall know the truth, and the
isa

make you free,"-exhorts us the Saviour. (John, 8, 32).



498

433.

434.

435.

edom be considered as valid where thele.moral standards of jifg are
a of the principle reverything is allpwed is on? Can we call 5 Normay
f man's spiritual fall is called aspiring to freedom

. where the process 0! s , .
nt. horrible sin is proctaimed as man’s natural life?|
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Any person or any community, considering themselves believers, may be exposed 1q

ny c
extremities: » ) '
e friz";e:::,aotici:sm alienation, isolation and _self»cgnfldence, the_Other comes from
1hm(1)gr;§less understating of freedom, exceeding liberalism and the principle — everythimg -

allﬁ:ﬁgéliw both these trends are the consequence of departure from God.
ith i belief but confronted it is by a false beligf wh:
true faith is not confronted by un i ! ¢ ief, which
N T(;dﬁ;);rzgis claim on the truth. The real freeqom is substituted by willfulness and
u:;ovemability. which also, without scruples, has claims on freedom.
. P imarily concerned with technical, economical and finang;
dent is also. that we are primarily > . an angial
effelrs:;/sl while the moral aspect of relationships betwgen people is cast to oblivion: this is
hazardbus for the country. More than that, almost imposed on the people is immorality
imminently causing a spiritual and physical disaster to the country. God will never forgive g
the corroboration of immorality and this must be accepted by everyone.

d mass media make people get accustomed to flabbergast

nisdeplorablethattelevision andm ! : :
scenes of spiritual fall, violence, variety of murders and, in this way, demolish the limitg

established in us by God.

We do not deny the fact that immoral deviations always existed, nevertheless, even
speaking about them was considered awkward. People kngw that they were sins angd many of
them repented of the committed fault. Now, all this is admitted and even almost accepted ag

a progressive phenomenon.

It is a sheer fact that “freedom”, an unruly and outrageous way of life that so unexpectedly
emerged before our youth, got them entirely unprepared. Therefore, many cannot resist the
Jure and submit themselves to abominable passions and beastly instincts...

The battle of Didgori is awaiting us. Each of us, particularly the youth, should win the victory
of his life. as King David did, and walk in His way, but first, they must combat the foremost of
sins — pride, a false assumption that they are intellectually superior to their elders, more
sensible and competent.

ft is true, that contradictions between generations are natural and were as such in the past,
but differences shouldn't grow into negligence and afienation. Young people ought to think
deeper and make tangible steps; they ought to know also, that knowledge gained from
television, internet, mass media is superficial, lacks profoundness and serves to formate the
same kind of people. But the old generation, despite many shortcomings, was more provident
and reasoned more profoundly...

On the other hand, fathers too, should treat their children with more tenderness, since
these latter had to go out into the world in more difficult times than we did and, therefore, have

to surmount more difficulties and problems than we had.

Unity and unanimity of generations are of vital importance for our country today. The evil
divides and puts in opposition, God unifies and reconciliates.

.] see sorrow behind the cheerful appearance of our youth; at times it fades and, after a
while, gains strength again. This feeling, often unconscious, is the sorrow of the soul, a worry
for the unfathomable purity, spiritual Ioftiness and the transcendent. This is a feeling of missing
the truth - God.

Toqay, the subject of our particular annoyance s, that in the early years of the independent
Georgva our nation turned to be a target of increasing attacks from false teachings, sectarian
heresies often masked with donations and humanitarian aid.

Sadly, they have already persuaded souls of people to follow them, thus creating serious
danger‘to our people's unity, a peril to our traditions, morality and culture, and of course, o
our nation’s adherence to the true faith,

y 'I't"wroughoutl centuries, being of Orthodox faith and being a Georgian were phenomend o

lgentical meanings. This remains true up to now. Hence, the one who departs from Orthodoxy

18 consequently lost for the nation. ,

det:r:in(t:ahtifh c;f Georgia aPPeaIs to the Government of the country with the rquuestt lg

Pl actions of sectarians and new teachings as a religious expansion agalnsf
gian people and to take drastic measures in order to prohibit their activity in Georgia-

P i
fathe?sm:,zz" ;ome People think that Christian values established by the Aposties and h‘:]';’
€ subject to changes in consistence with the time. Such people don't have @
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The Orthodox Church bears the grace of the Holy Spirit in its fullness. Orthodoxy is the

most ;acred teaching, a life-giving teaching of the faith and ecclesiastic life given to us
immediately from the Apostles.

Orthodoxy is the only one and unchangeable faith!

The prayer offered in Church is of a deep spiritual and miraculous power, that is why, our
predecessors built hundreds and thousands of temples and monasteries. The purity and
godliness of those generations was the result of not only their belief, but rather of their
ecclesiastic life. They were real members of the Church - Christ's body; therefore, they were

free of narrow limits of egoism and lived in the fullness of love of God and love of the
neighbour, in simplicity, peace and favour.

But, those who do not dwell in the bosom of the Church, put themselves afar from the
true peacefulness and love, the Lord's grace and joy. Hell has already started for them in this
world. But, this world is also a starting place to the skies for godly people. And this process is
simitar to the Jews' path from Egypt to the Promised Land.

Common for our community is a kind of people who think of themselves Christians but do
not accept the Church and live in secularism. Part of them can't get over a psychological
barrier. For instance, attending a Church service with others doesn't appeal to some of them,
thus underlining their superiority; others can’t receive the communion from one spoon for
everyone or can't understand why he or she should confess sins to a spiﬁtu§| father, but rather
confess them only before an icon and so on. There are also people, whp lhlnkAthat the Church
is a place only for exemplary, pure people and when they see here ordinary, sinful ones, even
wrongdoers, they cease attending services. This attitude can be traged.back to the earliest
centuries of Christianity and is called a sectarian movement "Montanism®.

On the whole, this mode of reason in the religion is the result of a cprpplgte u_nawarene_ss‘
of it, for being a Christian without an ecclesiastic life is the same as Chnsqamty wnhoulAChnst,
and the Church is, in the first place, for the sinful who(rur_w headlong to perish; reproachlnlg l:e
Church for receiving them into Her bosom is a Chn.stlamty of Pharisees, because exa_crt‘ yt. e
Pharisees reproached Christ for often dealing with tax-collectors and oﬂepc}ed ;vn! thsm:
people; the Lord’s answer was: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but thos
Wh%z;fai:fyk ;:hosen and godly people lead a pious life in Church, nevinlhelesst:?hioghsu?;

ry si s to be saved. The whole human race belongs f
de:ego‘rr:‘\qlqetrxesmle {ocvzgtms:?:; up to any of the following ones of the development leading to

perfection.

bsorbed in earth feelings and thoughts, th s often difficult for him to
A man is 50 absorbe Yy g ghts, that it often di him
perceive the divine light But, the time comes when a these feelings a d thoughts vanish

ing i is i of
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he sense of God.
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i hangeable and contradici : g
Chi " lr)muirsr:ipe’?:ﬁl; resguing boat that can suppress the huge waves of the sea of life ang e
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the transcendent,
unapproachable -t

e dark to the light, from sin to .holines>s, from judging to forgivenags
love. from earth to skies. This path is the only one and implies 5

We should walk from th
siastic life, since the Church is the only place where to il

of everything. from ha?e to
true Christian life that is ecclle
the ladder of spiritual perfection.

ent man, apart from his own life, feels_concem about the preseqt and future of
his people and totally. the whole world. When lobservnng curre;nt processes, at times one feels
disappointment: mankind seems to be speeding to & bgnom ess pit an_d ? force which could
prevent the imminent tragedy, has exhaust_ed; but_thls is not so in realny, We Sh_ould always
remember, that what is impossible for men, is possible for God, but choosing the right way ang

correct life is cardinal for us.
Trials befall on nations in the same way as on an individual thmugh God's will and they are
given for spiritual perfection. We have been going through th|§ precise process and | am
convinced that, with God's mercy, it will turn into the ladder leadlr_\g us to the skies. The gne
who averts the trial, admitted by God and follows an easy way, rejects the crown of glory.

Every prud

We do not have any right to make pessimistic C_oncl_usions aboult the tomorrow of gur
country or of the whole world. We should always keep in mind that man is created in the image
of God, and therefore, he can escape the confinement in 'th.e darkness _and restore the ceased
unity with God. All this depends on us, our option and willingness. Faith, prudence, love and
will-power always were and remain a human being’s only healers and upholders.

| address to our nation, the dwellers of Georgia, make steps to one another and to God.
Try to ground every your action on love and, in this way, become servants of the Lord and our

Saviour Jesus Christ...
If we truly wish to bear the name of a Christian, let us try to love our enemy, too. Love is

the only force to get over the evil and vanquish it.

O blessed by God Georgia, exalted among the elect, like David the Prophet; the Appanage
of Ibertans protected under the veil of the Mother of God, illumined with the light of Christ by
Andrew the First-Called and St. Nino, the Witness of bloodshed of one hundred thousand
martyrs and many others; O Powerful Banner, invincible, the honour of the Royal names of
Gorgasali, David and Tamar; O Language of the Georgians conveying the deepest mysteries
in Yourself, You resurrected from the dead like Lazarus, O Spirit of the Georgians, the Sharer
of divine love, the sweetest Harp of many voices.

Stand steadfast and unperverted, may the Lord be with You!

Believe, love, seed a good seed and be pleased with the fruit of Your hands, to be in union
and whole in both worlds. Amen!

Georgians, let us in union return to God!

. Thg time has come, when |, the Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia must bless you and All
eorgla:

O God Almightly, abundant in mercy, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, O Holy
Trinity, O Lord, who are of one essence and undivided - Glory to You and our gratitude to You!
Iimplore You, hear my prayer and grant Your grace and power to our people; change the Heal
the sick, let our country-men living in other countries return safely, bless and strengthen the
state autho{:tles and warriors, Your nation and Church and bestow on us the true and
steadfast faith, love and hope, wisdom and lowliness. Clothe us with Your grace and make
every enemx, those who contend against us depart from us and from our land and save our
souls according to Your lovingkindness.

) ‘O Appanage of the Most Holy Mother of God, Our Motherland, revealed to us as @ lfe-
glvgg pillar through the grace of the Lord’s robe.
N My People, biessed by Andrew the First-Called and the other Aposties, converted by s
mg T_ preachlng'and the power of Vine-Cross.

o] Ds\.r"%l-'suﬂe"”g Georgia, cleansed with the tears and blood of countless martyrs. il
are e mg-plgce of heroes, neither treachery was unknown to You. We were and we &
Your son: r;d foolish, offended and carefree, burdened with sins and humbled with I
Lazeti Heret‘iep;‘,‘,/:d of the native land, call on Your name from Pereidan and Tao-C

\ \ other parts of the land; they are longing for the united Georgia.

emorse;
Jardgeti,



O Lord, miraculously merciful to us, You give us the strength to rebuild the ruined, to
comfort the hopeless, to wipe the tears of the crying, You give us the strength not to submit
to the evil and, notwithstanding thousands of temptations, to remember that solely You are the
Way, the Truth and the Life.*

O Lord, 1 beseech You, blot out again our scarlet sins and make us white as snow; the
skies and earth are Yours, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End of

all. We bow our knees and ask You, render us worthy of Your Majesty, that we, truthfully
glorifying You, might at all times be overwhelmed with Your divine love.
We are Your people, save us, Amen!

When walking along the dark path of this life, tired and lost, unaware where o go to, we
shall stop, grant us to behold the light of Your face and hear Your peaceful, encouraging voice.
*| am with you aiways, even to the end of the age®!
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AFTERWORD

A proper appraisal and description of the labour of his Holiness and Beatitude llia
11, Catholicos-Patriarch of All Georgia is for the future to determine.

Surmounting great efforts, | dared to embody my wish, and so, you have opened a
book which portrays the greatest personality. But, this portrait suggests only a remote
resemblance of the reality. This is a book of the Patriarch’s image, a book of historical
glimpses belonging to immortality; this is a biography written in photos, which, to my
mind, displays, though slight, a boundiess labour of the ruler of The Georgian Church.

May God’s will be for Our Spiritual Father to hold the Patriarch’s staff many more
years. Amen.

Mrs. MZIA KATSADZE
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