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Apkhazeti and Georgian Identity

Through the print media representation

19th century Georgian identity faced a great danger
because of the Russian government. Ilia’s triad — Fatherland,
Language, and Religion had to be subordinated under Russian
government.

During the period of Russian colonialism, the ideological
struggle of the Georgian nationalists - generation of sixsties
under the leadership of Ilia Chavchavadze was of special
importance for the saving/preserving the Georgian identity. The
generation of sixsties used print media as the main tool of their
ideological struggle. According to the generally recognized
point of view, printed media assists in creating cultural identity
and establi-shing readers’ society. Media intensifies national
feelings and creates unity around the idea. Due to the above
mentioned, the Georgian intelligentsia began to work actively
through print media to protect their identity among the people.
They intensively covered the developments in the country,
published information, special correspondence, historical-
ethnographic discussions about different parts of Georgia. The
print media used these materials to unite readers around a
common pain.

In the researches dedicated to Apkhazeti materials of
printed media (part of them) are used by the researchers —
O. Churgulia, A. Dzidzaria, T. Bibiluri, Ts. Chkhartishvili and
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others for their purposes. In the point of view of studying
Georgian-Apkhazian cultural-literary relationship it is note-
worthy A. Dzidzaria’s, O. Churgulia’s contribution. Partially,
analyze of press materials in order to study the history of
Apkhazeti are represented in the works of T. Bibiluri and
N. Nachkebia. The article of Ts. Chkhartishvili is also intere-
sting, which shows dramatic life of Apkhazeti in the analyze of
Georgian press publication. Press publications about Apkhazeti
are also published by the researchers J. Gamakharia, N. Papu-
ashvili and others in their works.

In this research, I intend to analyze various and nume-
rous mate-rials of printed media (“Droeba”, “Iveria”, “Tsnobis
Purtseli”, “Moambe”, “Mtskemsi”, “Kvali”) dedicated to Apkha-
zeti in the context of research of history of Georgian identity.
The main accents are paid at subjectivist factors - social percep-
tions, values and memories. Each chapter of the paper presents

the struggle for the survival of identical characteristics.

Chapter One. Territorial Identity in Apkhazeti

Russo-Turkish war in 1877-1878 played a significant role
in the Georgians’ life. Battles also took places in the North-West
—at Apkhazeti territory. Consequently, results of Russo-Turkish
war are in the center of attention in the printed media. Because,
territory is an important characteristic of identity, and colonia-
lism with ferocity was directed to separate territories of Geor-

gia. For this purpose, government of Russia didn’t allow Georgi-
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ans to settle in emptied Apkhazeti after Russo-Turkish war.
Special discussions were conducted in the printed media about
the issue of inhabiting the Black Sea territories (by Cossacks,
Malaya Russ, Bulgarians, Armenians from Ottoman-Turkey),
where the attempt of totally changing ethnic picture is obvio-
usly visible. There was a consideration, that “at the littorals of
the Black Sea where a lot of blood and money of Russians were
poured and spent, there must be only a church of Russia,
Russian language and studying in Russian as well” (“Droeba”
1879. Ne36).

The best places of the Black Sea district and Sokhumi
division were delivered to the state officials of Caucasus. By the
support of the local administration, some parts of this land were
delivered to Armenians, Greeks and Ottoman-Turks (“Iveria”
1895. Ne83). Later, (from 1899) after an insistent demand, locals
also got a permission to buy lands here. But they managed to
leave poor locals without lands from one side, because of raising
prices artificially and from the other hand, because of the
obedience towards the government (“Iveria” 1905. Ne121).

The reader is also provided by the information about
ethnic changes. After the Ottoman Turks failure, (because of
fighting at Ottoman Turks side) Apkhazs were forced to leave
Apkhazeti with them. And in emptied Apkhazeti (particularly
in Gudauta) more than 200 Armenians, coming from Anatolia
settled there. Residents exiled in Asia Minor, because of the

hard conditions in a new residence were conditioned to come
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back. When they came back, their lands and estates were occu-
pied by others (Armenians) (“Iveria” 1888. Ne58; 1891. Ne33).
Apkhazs, as unreliable elements returned from Ottoman Turks,
weren’t allowed to settle in the vicinity of Sokhumi. The reason
of this kind of punishment was the fight at Ottoman-Turks side
during Russo-Turkish war, because of that they were called as
betrayers (“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1903. Ne2309).

The big flow of Armenians came to the Black Sea littoral
in 1895. They were leasing lands and were cultivating tobacco
here, but they were under subordination of Turkey and weren’t
paying any taxes to the government. At that time Georgian
peasants were in hard conditions without lands. In order to
improve the living conditions of a Georgian peasant, it was
necessary to to give him a land to live like a normal human
being and provide himself. Instead of that, government used
measures worsening conditions of people; pursuing a policy,
aiming to reduce Georgian elements at Georgian territory and

increase the number of migrators from internal provinces.

Indigenous, local, who resides in the land for several thou-
sands of years poured by blood of his ancestors, can’t use
whatever is given by nature and history (“Iveria” 1905. N§).

- writes appalled Pilipe Gogichaishvili. Historic land,
which is a place of memory of ancestors, saints, heroes,
“foreign/other” Identity was trying to occupy it. He hopes that

oppressing Georgians in their land will be ended very soon.
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By 1905, 30 thousand of Armenians were settled in
Sokhumi district and after the expiration of terms, they still
were insisting to stay there. Armenian newspaper “Mshak”
editor A. Kalantar wrote a statement to the economic society
requesting temporary stay for them in here. According to his
statement, Armenian tobacco makers were useful and necessary
elements in developing tobacco culture at the Black Sea region.
But the issue is considerably complex; it goes beyond the frames
of hospitability and developing tobacco culture. According to
P. Gogichaishvili, at the same time, “temporary” settling foreign
element in this small territory and creating a tight settlement
will result in creating indigenous settlement in several years
and will reduce the land for locals. Probably, in the end it will
bring us to a requirement of national dividing of settlement,
according to parentage (“Iveria” 1905. Ne40). These kind of
discussions at “Iveria” papers angered Armenian bourgeoisie,
who arranged a special meeting to identify Armenian people’s
needs and developed “Petition of Transcaucasian Armenians’.
By this petition, they demanded a right to settle Armenians in
Caucasus, resettled from Ottoman Turkey (“Iveria” 1905. Ne60).

Soon, assumption of P. Gogichaishvili became reality,
the issue about the requirement of national dividing of settle-
ment, according to parentage. The obvious confirm of this is a
letter “Answer of Emigrant”. The author tried historically to
identify the resettled Armenians right and found out that they
as “Pontics” have a right to settle on the Black Sea littoral
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(“Iveria” 1905. Ne86). P. Gogichaishvili contrasts ‘Historic’ study
of emigrant with theoretical discussion based on territory and
nation (“Iveria” 1905. Ne187). By the discussion about the
necessity of territory for the state existence, the newspaper was
trying to intensify national feeling and unify them around it.

A new era came for Apkhazeti by the effort of Russian
government, which fundamentally changed the color of its old
life style. Press intensively reports the results of colonization

policy:

The estates have changed, people became colorful, you can
hear Russian, Georgian, Greek, Armenian, Estonian langua-
ges; Megruli Kabalakhi, Ottoman Fez, Russian Kartuz — are
messed together. It all looks like a Babylon Building, when
you listen to all these. And you ask a question to yourself —
what are the indigenous of this country doing, how it came,
that others are sitting at the table of locals! (“T'snobis Purtseli”
1903 N22309).

Adjacent villages of Sokhumi were settled by foreign
identities: Dranda by settler Moldavians (Dranda Monastery
was given to Russian monks by the government), Vladime-
rovka, Nikolaevski, Poltava, Petropavlovka, Balkana villages by
Russians. Although, as I've mentioned, they couldn’t get used to
the local climate and several Russians were left here. After
Russians leaving village Nikolaevski, Georgians from Samegrelo
settled there (“Iveria” 1886. N°165). Villages Pshapi and Mer-

kheuli were also settled Georgians from Samegrelo. Apparently,
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even Greeks couldn’t get used to the local climate and left
village Volginski. Malaria was unbearable for Russian settlers in
the village Bombora (Gudauta) (“Iveria” 1886. N°233). Village
Anukhva was also settled by Armenians (“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1903.
Ne2343).

In this very difficult situation, newspaper pays attention
to Duke G. Eristavi’s decision about selling his lands Georgians
from Samegrelo and Imereti in cheap price near Sokhumi.
Author likes Duke G. Eristavi’s decision, because peasant can
use this land and he becomes the owner of the land also
(“Iveria” 1899. Ne71). At that time, these types of initiatives had
a significant meaning in the aspect of maintaining territorial
identity.

In Ilia Chavchavadze’s speech, which he said during his
visit in Sokhumi in 1903 main accents are paid in maintaining

own lands:

Till now, we were protecting this beautiful Apkhaz-Georgian
land by a sword and somehow we did it. Today, the sword is
in the scabbard. Today, another enemy is coming, as we see,
not so close and face to face — like an honest sword, but quiet,
sneaky, like an evil spirit and a thief. Enemy is money, sly and
manipulator. He will treat you with smile and caress and at
first you will be even thankful how he will take this beautiful,
beloved and rich country.

I will say more: Let God save you from this horrible evil spirit
let God become you undefeatable from money and keep this
beautiful country, where blood of your ancestors are poured
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everywhere for your longevity and for glory of your children
and relatives and for your show-off (“Iveria” 1903. N°118).

Ilia Chavchavadze with his speech and publishing it in
the newspaper was intensifying national feeling among readers
and listeners, in order to begin common mobilization for pro-
tectting legal rights of the historic territories.

As the discussed material testifies, the imperial goals of
the Russian government served to denationalize the historical
Georgian land. In order to keep Georgian land in the hands of
Georgians, the print media, arguing for the necessity of owning
a territory for the existence of the state, aroused the national

sense of the readers and called for the protection of their own
land.

Chapter Two. Linguistic Identity in Apkhazeti

The next issue, I want to discuss is a linguistic characte-
ristic of identity, which became one of the main purpose of
Russian Imperial policy. Russification of the educational system
had started. They completely took out teaching in Georgian
language at Georgian schools and studying process was handed
over to the teachers, who didn’t know any Georgian. Concer-
ning to the issue, there is an intensive discussion in media about
the meaning of mother tongue, receiving education on mother
tongue, generally, about the function of Georgian language at

schools and in the families. The main idea of these letters were,
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that people’s education, which was denying mediation of
mother language to deliver first steps of education, was
blocking new generation’s mind, lowering, depriving them as
mentally as well as morally. In a word, it was opposing the
purpose of educating people.

In 1860s, exarch Evsev noticed the circumstance, that
Georgian monks couldn’t preach in Georgian and were hardly
reading religious books and made a statement strengthening
teaching Georgian language at Tbilisi Theological Seminary,
although he received a deny from the government (“Iveria”
1882. Ne2). For that purpose, the newspaper put accents over
the circumstancecs that support the success of education. Newly
assigned bishop Genadi’s points of view about preparation of
local religious staff and involvement in their education process,
is worth mentioning (“Iveria” 1887. N94).

From 1880s, it’s a political reaction era in Georgia.
Besides banishing Georgian language from schools, churches,
state institutions, they tried to replace it in Samegrelo,
Apkhazeti and Svaneti. This issue is extremely topical in the
printed media. So, situation was very complex in Apkhazeti as
well as in the whole country. The teaching process was only in
Russian (“Iveria” 1892. Ne141):

Here, you can’t hear any Georgian, nowhere in these schools.

Imagine the situation of the local Georgians: Most of them
don’t understand Russian, as I don’t understand any Chinese
and during the whole year you won't be able to hear any mass
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and prayers in Georgian, although there are Georgian monks
who can conduct mass and prayers in Georgian (“Iveria” 1892.
Ne§5).

There is one more example from Samurzakano (Apkha-

zeti):

I guess it is time for Georgian advanced society to take care of
Samurzakano. Or this one part of Georgia is almost taken
from motherland; almost converted and its mentioning may
be wiped out (“Iveria” 1893. Ne237).

Consequently, the only concern of Georgian intelligen-
tsia was to raise the level of education of nation. Ilia Chav-
chavadze undertook unification of unenviable situation of edu-
cational system in Georgia in 1879 by the “Society for the
Spreading of literacy among Georgians”. By the initiative of the
“Society for the Spreading of literacy among Georgians” in
order to solve the issue of nation’s education, in other provinces
of Georgia various kinds of schools, libraries, supporting
societies are establishing.

Georgian intelligentsia, using printed media, was inten-
sively conducting propaganda of necessity of education. These
kinds of statements gave a desired result and conditioned active
involvement of people to solve the problem. Private individuals
remarkable activities are also worth of mentioning; their
disinterested help for public benefaction. For example, private

individuals were founding parish schools in Apkhazeti (“Iveria”
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1897. Ne262). These schools (besides that, serving the process of
raising level of education), together with the church had to act
against superstitiousness in Apkhazeti and had to help people
to familiarize with Christianity.

Printed media also calls Georgians for spreading
Georgian books and opening libraries (“Iveria” 1895. Ne131).
Achieved results in this sphere are also published — information
about requesting founding or giving permission for libraries
(“Iveria” 1895. Ne151). Founding a library in Sokhumi had a
significant meaning, in the point of view of saving linguistic
Identity. This library would not only be an “Intellectual chest”,
as publicists of ‘Iveria’ called it, but also could strengthen roots
of mother tongue, Georgian, in the city, where foreign elements
(Russian) are confronting and threatening everything national
in the region. That was happening in the city, where the majo-
rity of the population was Georgian (Several correspondences
discussed in the article, give this kind of picture). This have to
fluster Georgians and everybody has to support multiplication
of libraries. Allegedly, advanced part of the society realized the
threat and the results of upcoming threats. This part of society
directed their attention in this way.

This endeavor had its result. Society tried to find neces-
sary resources to found a library. They planned performances in
support of this effort. Media was intensively reporting informa-
tion about these kinds of performances (“Iveria” 1893. Ne237)
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and also about the supporters of these activities (one of them
was Gaiane Shervashidze (“Iveria” 1895. N°256)).

Besides that, the performances were in Georgian, eve-
nings after the performances were continuing reading poems in
Georgian, strengthening national sentiments in the audience.
Frequently, these performances were charitable: they were hel-
ping poor children, schools, libraries; people affected by flood,
in other words theater had a multilateral national meaning: was
recovering the soul of the audience, was doing a charity work,
identifying and connecting Georgian identity. These facts had
to become examples for the whole country. In 1895, by the
efforts of private individual T. Gogitidze, who founded a library
in a settlement Gudauta, the number of supporters proves
(“Iveria” 1896. Ne81) that media could manage to create a unity
of readers around a public benefaction.

National feeling is obvious in a published correspond-
dence about prohibition mass and prayers service in Georgian.
For example, A. Jugeli’s “Letter from Sokhumi” announces, that
at the Easter mass and prayers service they read the gospel in
Greek, Slavic, and Latin. Only Georgians weren’t able to hear it
in Georgian and they left the church offended. Local Georgians
had decided to build a new church, where mass and prayers
could only be in Georgian (“Iveria” 1895. N¢75). In the village
Pshani, in Sokhumi district, where the majority of the
population is Georgian, local priest D. Khutsishvili conducted

mass and prayers service in Slavic besides the decision made by
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the synod in September 34 in 1898 that - in the villages where
the majority of the population is Georgian, mass and prayers
must be conducted in Georgian (“Iveria” 1899. Ne69). Even on
the example of the settlement Gudavati, where till 1896 mass
and prayers were conducted in Georgian (because majority of
the population was Georgian), from 1896 they prohibited mass
and prayers service in Georgian language not only in churches,
but also during church burials and christening ceremonies.
(“Iveria” 1905. Ne121).

Besides the austere pursuing, it was not easy to erase
mother tongue from people’s perception. Because of that,
Russian administration used various methods to banish Geor-
gian language from Apkhazeti. The only way of the govern-
ment to achieve the purpose was to train people from Apkhaze-
ti at Russian schools. And they had to do their effort to raise the
education level of people (“Iveria” 1887. Ne94). Although this
issue was subordinated under the imperial policy. The decision
was made - they would train Apkhaz staff at Russian schools;
with the intent that this could somehow support Apkhazeti’s
moral and economical promotion, to help Apkhazs study agric-
ulture and Russian ecclesiastical provost (Blagochin) occupation
(“Iveria” 1894. Ne149). In reality, their intent was intensified
missionary activity to spread Russian language. The result was
deplorable for these youth, who were sent in Stavropol by the

Russian government to get education (“Iveria” 1900. N°223).
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The correspondences clearly show the struggle of the
Georgian intelligentsia to preserve its linguistic identity, and

the role of the Georgian print media in this regard is special.

Chapter Three. Religious Identity in Apkhazeti

Printed media was intensively reporting the situation
about religion in Apkhazeti. Christianity was determinative of
Georgian identity for centuries. Among Georgians, as we've
mentioned in the published research co-authorship with
M. Chkhartishvili, the memory of historic experience was very
strong, the realization of the fact that Christianity played the
major role in saving Georgians and being Georgian and Christi-
anity were joined in the perception. During centuries the only
demonstration space for Georgian culture was Orthodox Chris-
tian space. Refusing Christianity, as a common ideology, could
remove all cultural fundamentals for Georgian identity. This
kind of threat faced Christian tradition in the second part of the
19th century. Once Ottoman-Turks occupied Apkhazeti, they
started converting them to Islam. But after joining Russia, they
stated active work to convert people to Christianity. It’s true,
that Christian ideology wasn’t in danger with Orthodox Russia,
but Imperial government was removing cultural funda-mentals
of Georgian identity. Which resulted in the places of religious
historic memory and while intensively trying to vanish historic

memory.
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The clerics of Christian church played a great role in
converting Islamic Apkhazs to Christianity, who conducted a
lot mass and prayer services to convert them. But christening
wasn’t that hard as becoming them real Christians. For that
reason, they needed a hard work and good teachers in order to
give them proper direction (“Iveria” 1889. Ne95)

After the defeat of the Ottomans by the Russians, it’s
true that the danger facing to Christianity, as a public ideology
from other religious identity reduced, but we meet a lot of
examples of removing cultural fundamentals of Georgian
religious identity in the printed media. It is worth mentioning
the activeties of sent missionary monks, who couldn’t fulfill
their obligetions to strengthen Christian faith among people
(“Droeba” 1883. N°212).

Those specially sent missionary monks turned white old
historic, alive, expressive frescos and architecture of Athos and
Bichvinta Monasteries. Russian government threatened saint
artifacts of Georgian religious memory places, which has a
decisive meaning in the restoration process of religious memo-
ry, because it keeps precious information for drawing a continu-
ity line. I will pay readers attention to the barbarian attitude
towards those saint artifacts and to the missionary monks acti-
vity outrageous correspondence. Every country treats historic
remains with respect and reverently. Everywhere, you can find

museums and building for archeological artifacts.

208



We forget the simple truth that a human differs from an
animal with the memory he/she has about his/her past fate,
whose remains he/she protects strongly. And once a human
loses this ability, he/she has to deny the reign over the nature,
as well as the existence with his/her culture (“Tsnobis
Purtseli” 1901. N°1586).

As we see, by this correspondence the author is trying to
intensify national sentiments among readers to sustain identity,
because by vanishing historic memory places the existence of
the creator nation is also disappearing. That’s why, while tal-
king about importance of the historic memory, the author also
calls them for protecting cultural monuments.

T. Jordania’s letter about ‘Mokvi (Apkhazeti) church
bishop shoulder cape with historic scripts’ - is a clear verifica-
tion of how Russian government deliberately was trying to
disappear everything Georgian in Apkhazeti. Mokvi majestic
church was built by Apkhaz-Georgian king Levan in 957 and

was reconstructed by Apkhaz governor in 1865.

Or in other words, they spoiled the church; annihilated the
floor with colored marble; destroyed precious marble columns
and painting with mosaics (Hagia Sophia stones) was disappe-
ared at all... Georgian scripts also disappeared. This circum-
stance gave a reason to the Georgian hater scientists joyfully
announce, that Mokvi church wasn’t an art of Georgia and
there were no any effects of Georgian culture in Apkhazeti.
These kinds of human beings were erasing, destroying and
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overwriting with Greek scripts anything Georgian they met
everywhere...

Author gives information about Mokvi monastery arti-
facts spread all over Samegrelo to prove that, Georgian culture
and language was spread in Mokvi and in whole Apkhazeti.
While observing Mokvi Monastery in 1890, author had disco-
vered a piece of stone from bell-tower with majuscule script on
it, which said that the bell-tower was built in the end of 15th
century by archbishop Grigol Magdznidze (“Iveria” 1902 Ne92).

Publishing these types of publications was conditioned by
the necessity. Representation of artifacts of Georgian culture is a
proof of continuity of Georgian culture in Apkhazeti. And it
ruins foreign identity purposes and assists unification of
population around Georgian culture, while it was in threat from
outside.

In the point of view of the religious historic memory,
notes about village Achandara are very interesting. According
to those notes, the whole village became Muslim, although we
have to underline that, they kept saint the memory of old,
Christian praying place — “Diudurubshi monument”. The
monument of Diudurubshi was located on the same named
mountain hundreds of years ago where under its bottom was
settled village Achandara. “Once it was ruined, its ruins were
kept as monuments which are worshiped by Apkhazs even

nowadays. And the place, where there are ruins of old church,
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Apkhazs keep it saint and none of Apkhaz will dare to climb
there”. Because Apkhazs didn’t dare to pilgrimage to that holy
place, they built a sacrifice place down the mountain. During
the whole year, Apkhazs Muslims and as well as Christians are
celebrating only New Year and the Faster together. They
welcome the Easter holiday with Pasca and red eggs. This
remain of Christianity still exists among Apkhazs (“Iveria” 1902.
Ne68).

The imperial government, on the one hand, sought to
eradicate the cultural base for Georgian identity by erasing
historical memory sites, on the other hand, sought to destroy
religious identity by destroying linguistic identity. The most
important characteristic of identity — the language, was under
special pressure, as language played an important role in buil-
ding strong national unity. In this case, language contributed to
the spread of religious historical memory, so the struggle for
language was tantamount to a struggle for other characteristics
of the self, in this case the struggle for the preservation of
religious memory.

In1860s, as mentioned above, Exarch Evsev noted the fact
that Georgian priests not only could not preach in Georgian,
but also read ecclesiastical books and proposed to strengthen
the teaching of the Georgian language in theological schools in
Thilisi, however, it was refused by the government (“Iveria”
1882. Ne2). Subsequently, the newly appointed Bishop of
Apkhazeti, Genadi raised the issue of preparing of local clergy,
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who should contribute to the education of the people (“Iveria”
1887. N294). However, this issue was also subject to imperial
policy. It was decided to train Apkhazs in Russian schools, with
the intention that the government would contribute to the
moral and economic advancement of Apkhazeti - to help
Apkhazs study agriculture and horticulture (“Iveria” 1894.
Ne149). In fact, they had enhanced missionary work to spread
the Russian language. The result was very sad for the young
people who were sent to the Stavropol Gymnasium for
education by the Russian government (“Iveria” 1900. Ne223).

Religiously, the situation was complicated by the appoint-
ment of Russian priests in the churches of Apkhazeti. It was
especially difficult to keep the confession secret. The priest
performed the service in Russian, the parishioners just listened.
Whether they understood it or not, they could osculate icons
and the cross in the church. But how would a Russian priest
perform the sacrament of confession when the parishioners did
not understand his language? In this case, the priest, with the
help of an interpreter, decided to fulfill his obligation. By doing
so, the priest violated the Christian tradition, the mystery of
confession, during when an access to a third party is unaccep-
table. The publication aims to stimulate public attention with
such facts.

In a complex political environment, social activities have
a significant meaning, which had to break unsympathetic

dependence towards social activity. The example of one of this
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unsympathetic dependence was, not having a permission of a
mass and prayers service in Georgian in Sokhumi, settled by
Georgians at St. Nino’s holiday. Whereas a monk B. Khelaia
conducted mass and prayers for a few Georgians in Georgian.
(“Iveria” 1898. Ne48). This was a unique example of a struggle
for saving identity characteristics. Giving these types of episo-
des, printed media was trying to wake up apathetic population.
Herein, in this context I represent noteworthy exam-
ples. Among them, there is a work of Archimandrite Ambrosi,
inspector of schools of Christianity restoring society (“Iveria”
1890. N°91, N°103, Ne114), also works of deacon Davit Macha-
variani (“Iveria” 1894. Ne253), Russian ecclesiastical provost
(Blagochin) father Ioane Kereselidze from Ochamchire (“Iveria”
1898. N°200), Russian ecclesiastical provost (Blagochin) father
Dimitri Margania (“Iveria” 1898. Ne218), father G. Gobechia
(“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1899. Ne899). They positively affected on
people: christening, marriage service, turning village population
to Christianity became frequent. They gained respect and love
from people as a result of their work and social benefaction.
Printed media pays attention to the delaying circumstan-
ces of Apkhazs converting to Christianity. One of the delaying
circumstances is setting a different military obligation for
Christian and Muslim Apkhazs. Government in Apkhazeti and
especially in Samurzakano, used religion as a tool to control the
situation. We are talking about duty payment in cash. Accor-

ding to the government decision, Muslim-Apkhazs had to pay
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money instead of going in the army. While talking about duty
payment, the word “Christian-Apkhazs” was complicating the
issue. It was complicated whether Samurzakanos were “Christi-
an-Apkhazs” or Megrels. The only astonishing was the circums-
tance that when talking about the issue of education in Samu-
rzakano, Samurzakanos were Apkhazs and their education had
to be under subordination of the same rule as it was in Apkha-
zeti. But, when it came to the duty payment in cash, Samurza-
kanos are Christians, Megrels and not Apkhazs — they said
(“Iveria” 1890. N°134). It is true that government had changed
this decision and duty payment in cash was only in Apkhazeti,
but this fact had a big influence on people — they were saying
no to become Christians and certain number of newly Christe-
ned people were converting to Muslim again (“Iveria” 1890.
Ne91).

In the religious point of view, the letter about “the state of
Orthodox in Exarch Georgia” describes regrettable situation.
The same title had notes, from saint Synod chief prosecutor (the
head of Russian Holy Synod) (they mean Konstantin Pobe-
donostsev — K.M) in 1894 and 1895 about the religious situation
of Orthodox people, in the journal “Ilepxosusiit Bezomoct”. In
four eparchies of Georgia — Kartl-Kakheti, Imereti, Guria-
Samegrelo and Sokhumi eparchy “Zive various nations: Russians,
Georgians, Ossets, Megrels, Abpkazs, Pshavels, Khevsurs, Tushs
and other minor nations...” (Italics are mine — K.M). After-

wards, there are religious-moral characterristics of each nation.
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Here, I represent the notes in point of Apkhazeti consequently

to my purposes:

Apkhzs and Megrels. They treat religion very apathetically and
none of them know the fundamentals of religion, they seldom
go to churches, they aren’t diligent during confession and
Eucharist ... besides, Apkhazs mess up Muslim and Paganism
studies with religion, they worship oak trees, sacrifice... Ortho-
dox Apkhazs have careless attitude toward the marriage. Young
virgin girls are often captured by men and they live illegally
together, even marriage with close relatives is very common
among Apkhazs... (“Iveria” 1898. Ne225).

Besides, that these notes reflect religious situation in the
region, it directly gives a hint about future development of the
situation. The reports obviously show purposes of Russia’s
aggressive policy, which is reflected in naming Georgian
regional identities - Imerels, Megrels, Apkhazs, Ossets, Pshavs,
Tushs by various nations.

Apart from being a place of religious activity, the church
also has a special significance, which, along with other identical
characteristics, makes it a place of survival of Georgian identity.
Various activities were held for that purpose. One of such is the
proper memory of Georgian public figures. Whereas it is the
duty of all conscious nations to respectfully commemorate the
merits of their outstanding figures for the country and to com-
memorate them with dignity. Information about the condu-

cting the funeral service in memory of the soul of Georgian
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writer Egnate Ninoshvili in one of the churches of Sokhumi is
also noteworthy in the sense that the funeral was processed in
Georgian by Archpriest Machavariani (Davit Machavariani —
K.M). The society was very pleased with this fact - we at least
once heard Georgian in the church here (“Iveria” 1894. N°128).
This episode is interesting in many ways. As I mentioned,
the memory of the exemplary life of public figures, on the one
hand, contributes to the activation and unification of national
unity; On the other hand, the conduct of the above-mentioned
funeral in Georgian was of special importance in terms of
preserving the national identity during the reaction period. As
we’ve seen, the conducting the funeral in Georgian aroused
national sentiments. The correspondent, who was delighted
with this, happily notes that "the society was very pleased".
Through the activities discussed, the print media sought
to awaken the indifferent population and to mobilize to protect

their religious identity.

Chapter Four. Apkhazeti and historical memory

As a result of the Russian rule in the second half of the
XIX century, the religion, culture, history, tradition, morals of
this country were in danger of degeneration. Imperial rule,
marked by sharp forms of denationalization, deprived Georgian
culture of its cultural support. This time the severity of Russian

rule has lay down on Georgia's rich historical past. This severity
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seemed to empty the national spirit of Georgia, so indifferent
approach to national issues was observed among the people.

Protecting history for our society was equal to caring for
Identity. Georgian publicists truly believed that a thorough
study of the past would be of great help in changing undesirable
modernity, it would help to strengthen national consciousness
and the rise of the national movement. That is why the
Georgian print media pays special attention to triggering
historical memory to raise civil awareness. This purpose was
served in the print media, on the one hand, on the historical
roots of the Apkhazeti churches and monasteries, which was
necessary due to the current political situation, on the other
hand, to hold active conversations with readers about Apkhaz
customs, traditions and culture. In this way, the media tried to
activate the historical memory of the people and the unite of
Georgia to maintain its identity. Vandalism in the temples of
Mokvi, Bichvinta, New Athos, Bedia, Dranda and other
churches, on the one hand, was actively covered in the print
media, on the other hand, talking about their historical roots, is
intensely popularized by readers.

In the point of terminology, there is a broad discussion
around it in the Georgian newspapers. The significant chara-
cteristic of national identity is a proper name. Exactly the pro-
per name gives the possibility to identify a set of territorial
identity. One of the founder of ethno-symbolic paradigm, Eng-

lish researcher A. Smith nominates proper name as a significant
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sign of identity “I define nation as a named human population
sharing an historic territory, common myths and historical
memories, a mass, public culture, a common economy and
common legal rights and duties for all members”.

We meet interesting publications in point of Identity
proper name research. Herein, Apkhaz Rajden Gorduladze’s
publication is significant, in which there is a broad discussion
about messing up geographic and ethnographic (national)
names in Georgian historical literature. In point of view of
R. Gorduladze, the names of the regions come from the
geographic names. By giving an example of historic meaning of
Apkhazeti, author tries to disperse wrong findings established
in Russian and Georgian literature - that Apkhazs are the
people of other tribe.

The mistake of these writers is easy to explain: they always
attack language and the history, such a good example of kinship
is left without attention. Apkhazeti is the name of a country, a
land ... Apkhazeti was named not because of that one tribe of
people - Apkhazs could settle here. Whoever could settle here,
they would be called as Apkhazs, because they would live in
Apkhazeti. ‘Apkhazi’ as a tribe, doesn’t exist, there were and are
people, who live in Apkhazeti. Since 7th century, the Georgians
from Kartl-Kakheti oppressed by the enemy ‘were running to
the west Georgia - in Apkhazeti and they were called as
Apkhazs, because the region they settled was Apkhazeti.
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The author, in order to prove that Apkhazeti is a geogra-
phic name, gives an example of oral traditions. According to
those traditions the word Apkhazeti comes from the words -
‘Ak khazia’ (here is the line). When Christian Apkhazeti was
disturbed by infidels, a King found a way to deal with them.
When he defeated those infidels, he took them and put the line
in front of them splitting Apkhazeti border from the country of
the defeated infidels (“Iveria” 1898. N°241, 242).

The discussions about the names of villages and settle-
ments in point of terminology are very interesting. From the
correspondences, it is obvious that side by side to Georgian
names there are Ottoman and Russian names: for example,
village Likhni was named after joining Russia, before it was
named as L-Kh-N, which in Apkhaz means chosen one (“Iveria”
1901. Ne267); Ochamchire was named after the Ottoman
influence (it’s an Ottoman name and means a place, where box
tree grows) (“Iveria”1899 Ne189); village Mikhailovka till 1879
was settled by Apkhazs and was named as ‘Guma’, but from
1879 they changed its name, because Trabzon Greeks were
settled here, by the order of the governor Nicholas, patronymic
Mikheil (“Iveria” 1901. Ne41). Once Russians settled there, they
gave the names of the villages, like Baklanka and Petropavlovka
(“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1903. N°2343) and others.

The publications discussed in the paper clearly confirm
the intensive struggle of Georgian publicists against the dena-

tionalization of identity. They oppose the denationalization of
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identity on the one hand, the popularization of historical
memory among readers, and on the other hand the creation of a

new national memory.

Chapter Five. Economic unity in Apkhazeti

The creation of a strong economic unity was a necessary
condition for the consolidation of Georgian community, as the
solution of social or economic issues was important for the
solution of national issues. This was due to the fact that in the
second half of the 19th century, during the domination of
Russification policy, the print media paid special attention to
the economic strengthening of the country.

Ilia Chavchavadze pointed out in "Iveria" edited by him:
"History only asks the nation that stands on the ground and
takes care of the plough. The original creator of the nationality
and the wealth of the nation was and will be only a plough and
a land, because history has preserved for us the courage and
self-sacrifice of our ancestors, these two precious treasures,
because political and economic life is inspired by these two
things” (“Iveria” 1882 N9).

Therefore, the media pays special attention to the
economic situation of the country, the ways to improve it. Also,
we often find information on natural resources (for example,
boxwood forests and its exploitation, coal deposits); Information
on other social problems is also published. These references

include: roadlessness, various diseases, illness, officials' sense of
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superiority, productivity-inefficiency, bad weather, floods,
unsanitary conditions, etc...

In discussing the territorial identity above, I pointed out
the situation in Apkhazeti after the Russian-Turkish war. Russia
started colonial policy in deserted Apkhazeti, denied Georgians
the right to settle here. We cannot avoid discussing this issue
when discussing the economic problems of identity, because
land, along with the essential characteristic of identity, is the
basis of its economic development.

In parallel with the colonization, the Russian authorities
began to study the natural potential of Apkhazeti. For the
purpose, the Moscow Economic Society is sending an emer-
gency expedition to study the agricultural production of wes-
tern Georgia, as the Caucasus Department of the Government
intends to start various agricultural productions (“Iveria” 1894
Ne8).

Thanks to imperialist policies, the development of a new
agricultural culture of tobacco (tobacco culture was cultivated
here by Greek and Armenian colonists) replaced local natural
wealth, and wealthy Apkhazeti became the basis for the econo-
mic strength of a foreign identity: “According to official infor-
mation, up to 150 thousand feet of tobacco was exported from
Sokhumi district in 1900; The number of planters rose to three
thousand” (“T'snobis Purtseli” 1902. N°1729). According to the
"“Tsnobis Purtseli’, by 1903 there were more than 4,000 Arme-

nians in the region who were engaged in tobacco business
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(Tsnobis Purtseli 1903. N°2309). The export of tobacco from
Apkhazeti was also in the hands of a foreign identity. 1894
"Iveria" names Bogdanov, the only Russian tobacco trader in
Sokhumi, who had goods in St. Petersburg (“Iveria” 1894 Ne37).
The media emphasizes that in order to turn the natural resour-
ces of Apkhazeti into a source of economic prosperity for the
people living here, it is necessary to create a common diligence
and create a joint-stock company (“Droeba” 1879. Ne47).

Media also reports with grief over the transfer of
Apkhazeti forests to foreign communities. In village Adzvibzha,
for example, Maximov, a wealthy man from Rostov, established
a timber factory on the right bank of the Kodori River in 1895
and worked the locals in unbearable conditions for factory or
other work (“T'snobis Purtseli” 1905. Ne2823). The permission to
use the forests of Prince Oldenburg was bought by a French
partnership for several million francs (“Iveria” 1886 Ne272). In
this way, the natural riches of Apkhazeti were found in the
hands of foreigners and they took maize, "black stone", cotton
and silk, bot box and many other riches from us. The locals
were left empty-handed (“Iveria” 1886 N2266).

Maize-growing was the economic strength of Apkha-
zeti. The land of Apkhazeti yielded an abundant harvest of
maize. “Maize is a visible object of taking and giving here,
maize is the only source for the locals” — wrote T. Sakhokia. But
the maize did not have as much output in the 90s as before. The

price has dropped so much that Apkhazs are refusing to import
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maize (Iveria 1892 Ne38). Apkhazs became a competitor in the
maize trade for the United States, which led to a fall in prices
(“Moambe” 1896. N°12;3).

Numerous discussions of Apkhazeti's economic prospe-
rity have identified other avenues that would lead to economic
progress on this side. One of such functions was to be entrusted
to the bank, which would not only be a financial institution,
but also a basis for the economic strengthening of the Georgian
identity. Apkhazeti with its natural resources was attractive to
foreigners, but inaccessible to locals due to financially unfa-
vorable situation. In such a situation, banks and depots would
do the envious national business. The example of Okumi
(Samurzakano) in the newspapers again cites the negligence of
the locals as the reason for the absence of such an institution
(“Iveria” 1895 Ne53). Moreover, Nikoloz Zurab Chavchavadze,
the then head of the Sokhumi district, received the funds to
establish the bank during the war (“Iveria” 1897 Ne117).

The process of colonization was accompanied by the
extreme tyranny of landlords and estate governors. In addition
to the fact that the tenants were depriving the peasants of
almost half of their crops (the tenants were almost natives of
Samegrelo), they were in unbearable conditions (“Tsnobis
Purtseli” 1903. Ne2023; N°2186). Numerous examples of this are
published in newspapers. Apkhazs found themselves in an
unspeakable situation where the Russians settled: confiscated

arable land, pastures, vineyards and handed over to newcomers
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(“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1905. Ne2801). So, national oppression has
stripped the economic basis of identity.

One of the ways for the success and prosperity of the
society was the introduction of self-government. Therefore,
granting self-government to Sokhumi is an important topic in
the print media. “From now on, Sokhumi will establish itself as
its ruler, will protect its own interests and will satisfy its needs
more freely and unhindered”. Only for this freedom-success
was it necessary to use it wisely and consciously. The author
names the elections held as an example of this success, in which
most Georgians were elected as voters (“Iveria” 1896 No44;
“Iveria” 1899. Ne53). Only the voters had to live up to the hopes
of the people of Sukhumi and choose a supporter of the city, a
person with relevant knowledge and experience, knowledge of
local circumstances and a lover of the country. However, the
hopes of the people of Sukhumi were not justified in this
regard. The bureaucracy did not appoint head of any of the
cities elected by the people, there was no other reason for that,
except that they were Georgians (“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1905.
Ne2843).

From an economic point of view, the strengthening of
Apkhazeti would significantly contribute to the construction of
the railway. But the construction of the railway should have
taken into account the needs and desires of the people, so that
this rich country could easily supply agricultural products to the

part of the population of our country that was in a state of
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poverty and landlessness. That is why the construction of the
railway had to be done wisely in order to bring equal benefits to
both the locals and the suppliers. The railway line must be built
close to the mountain population in order to enjoy the moun-
tain's wealth, ore and timber on the new road (“Tsnobis Purtse-
1i” 1902. Ne1917).

The natural resources found here should have become
the source of Apkhazeti's economic prosperity. Apkhazeti was
rich in iron, silver and coal: Tkvarcheli and Jgerde — with coal;
Bedia, Ochamchire - with silver and lead; Morkvila - with
paint; Chilou - with copper (“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1897. Ne399;
Tsnobis Purtseli” 1898.N°577). According to the newspapers,
people of different nationalities were interested in these riches.
That is why the Russian government repeatedly sends a special
commission to study these riches so that Apkhazeti does not fall
into the hands of foreigners (Tsnobis Purtseli 1898. N°649). In
September 1900, the first coal ore tunnel was opened, which
was attended by the Minister of Agriculture and State Property
of the Caucasus A.S. Ermolov. The tunnel was named "Ermo-
lov" in honor of Ermolov (“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1900. Ne1254). The
letter of the Governor to the Minister about the Tkvarcheli coal
mine, in which he promised to help, is interesting. “I wish that
the case does not pass into the hands of foreigners and flourish

not only in favor of the Caucasus, but of the whole of Russia”
(“Tsnobis Purtseli” 1900. N°1255).

225



The materials discussed above point to the solution of

economic issues as a necessary factor for public welfare.

Conclusion

Georgian intelligentsia played an important role in
preserving Georgianness during a particularly difficult period,
actively working to awaken indifferent societies to identical
issues through the print media. It has actively worked through
the print media to awaken indifferent societies to identical
issues. Georgian publicists oppose Georgian denationalization
Process uncompromising struggle to preserve Georgian land,
language, religion. The print media has taken on the propa-
ganda of promoting schools. There were special discussions
about the importance of education and school held in the new-
spapers. In terms of civic education, due to the special impor-
tance of reading rooms, letters on the necessity/usefulness of
their opening were often published. The analysis of the corres-
pondence revealed that the readers benefited greatly from the
mental awakening/development of the people and the streng-
thening of the mother tongue in a country whose foreign
(Russian) identity was threatened with extinction.

Georgian theater, along with school and church, played
an important role in the struggle for the survival of Georgian
identity. Theater was one of the means of public use of the
national language, through which it healed the soul of the
audience, established and connected the Georgian identity. So,
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the theater was involved in the national cause in many ways.
Frequent conversations about the theater in the print media
were motivated by such intentions.

Against the process of cultural denationalization, the
Georgian print media pays special attention to activating his-
torical memory to raise civic awareness. Preserving history,
which was tantamount to fighting for the preservation of iden-
tity, became the most important thought of the society. Geor-
gian publicists rightly believed that a thorough study of the past
would be of great help in changing the undesirable modern life,
would contribute to the rise of the national movement. Intensi-
ve conversations with readers about the historical roots of
Apkhazeti churches and monasteries, on the one hand, and
Apkhaz customs, traditions and culture, on the other, served
this purpose. Vandalism of Georgian cultural monuments was
covered by the media talking about their historical roots. These
activities supported mobilization of Georgians around Georgian
culture.

The situation in Apkhazeti in terms of self-name is a
clear proof of the historical struggle for the preservation of
identity. Self-naming is the most important characteristic of
identity through which territorial entity is defined. In this
regard, the observation of print media correspondence showed
the existence of different colonists in Apkhazeti at different

times. In response to such facts, newspapers publish public-
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cations proving the authenticity of Georgian-Apkhazian self-
namings.

The creation of a strong economic unity was a necessary
condition for the consolidation of Georgian unity, as the solu-
tion of social or economic issues was important for the solution
of national issues. Therefore, the print media paid special atten-
tion to the economic situation of the country, ways to improve
it, factors that would bring economic progress to the country.

So, observing above discussed work, Georgian printed
media conducted active propaganda to save Georgian identity.
It was creating a unity to protect identity, territory, language,
religion by publishing theoretical and specific publications.

By above mentioned activities, printed media was trying
to intensify-strengthen unity sentiments of Apkhazeti with

other parts of Georgia and creating a strong Georgian unity.
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