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THESIS ABOUT MESKHS

A very interesting program is being carried on by Euro-commission
To work with the descendents of the repatriates from Meskheti is very
interesting and at the same time necessary. I found a lot of my
acquaintances and friends in the office of NGO’ TOLERANT.” They
are conducting trainings for the Meskhs. I had to do some work with
them. My attitude to the Meskhs was founded long ago. My profession
(1 study history, dialect, onomastics and ethno genesis of Meskheti),
determined the pathos of my attitude. That’s why, when Ms. Tsira
Meskhishvili offered me to hold meetings with the Meskhs about the
problems of their history and origin , I immediately agreed with her.

The fate of a Man is strange. Now, I am sitting at the table with the
people of different ages / beginning from 8-10 till very old/ who have
endured lots of difficulties, deport, hard life in a strange place, fight ,
disappointment and happiness since 40s of the XX cent .. Today we are
all harvesting the results of our ancestors’ behavior.

The history of Georgia is the fight for the faith, and belief.
Orthodoxy was always identified with the nationality for Georgians.
Our ancestors sacrificed themselves for their faith, and that meant ,they
sacrificed themselves  for their country. .But this was not always
possible. Historical cataclysms teach us that fighting for existence often
stood much more higher. Not very often but in many cases , hard work
and poverty made people change their religious and belief. .. It was
not a choice or a decision based on their religion. This was the belief
based on the great pain and violence. . The same happened in Meskheti..
Moslem Georgians, whose life was very hard , had a praying stone with
across in a very deep place where they lit candles and prayed. The
same is happening today .Very few people make their choice in religion
based on their education and inner faith. It always has an economical
base and the traditional faith is often changed only for saving the flesh
and sometimes  the result of this process is the national obscurity.
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Let’s go back to the office .I am sitting at the table with the other
people .We all are of the same origin and nationality ,we are the people
with the same “blood and flesh”, we are all Georgians but I am Orthodox
and they are Moslems.And it is quite easy to imagine me to be on
their place and vice versa.. Our ancestors lived together for centuries.
But my ancestors could preserve their belief. They chose to save their
soul. And at the end, with great fights and difficulties, they were saved
physically.

1 should retell them our history and adventure I should tell them that
we have the same history and it is as hard and difficult as the past and
even present of Georgia.

When I decided to write a small book about Meskhs 1 preferred to
publish some of my articles, concerning this problem since the 80s of
XX cent.. T have left the inology, tone and feeling hed , and
presented it to the readers or the listeners . The vast analysis of the
problem will be done in future .But now in thesis I will speak about
the problems we should think about when writing about them:

1. The history of deported Meskhs is indivisible from the history of
Meskheti and Meskhs. Thus, it is indivisible from the history of Georgia
and Georgians.. Their history begins from the XII cent. B.C The line,
genes, ethnic being have been continuous since that time. Epochs change;
centuries do not mean anything for the history. So the difficulties of
some generation or the digressing from the national line, should not
change the main radical line . .

2. Today Meskheti covers only Samtskhe-Javakheti. Historically,
except Samtskhe-Javakheti, it contained Klarjeti, Shavsheti, Erusheti,
Artaani, Kola and others.

In different epochs Meskheti was called Zemo Kartli, Tao-Klarjeti,
Samtskhe- Saatabago...

People who lived in different parts of Meskheti were named after
these parts: Samtskhetians, Javakhians, Taoians, Klarjetians
Erushetians, Shavshetians........and their general ethnic term was
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Meskhi, i.e. Georgian, like the other people living in qiffcmm corners
of Georgia: Imerelians , Megrelians, Kakhetians Svanians Kartlelians,
Tushians, Khevsurans, Acharelians, Gurulians and 5o on.

3. At the end of the XX cent. one part of Moslem Meskhs were
named as “Tatrebi” * /Turks/, because their spoken language was one
of the dialects of the Turkish language. In the first half of the XX cent.
this term spread on the rest of Moslem Meskhs. This name was artificial
and it was created for the religious opposition in South Georgia.

4 New terms :Caucasian Turks, Akhaltsikhelian Turks, Meskhi Turks
were invented to name the Meskhs at the end of the XX cent. But all
these terms are artificial, have a political character and serve the inner
opposition of Moslem Meskhs and obscure their ethnogenesis

5. Not only Georgian sources but also Roman and Antique data,
Russian and Turkish register books of the last centuries / we
can trust them because they were written for the purposes of the
government./ prove that Meskhs are real Georgians.

6 Not to mix with Kurds and Tarakams and be different from them ,
Moslem Georgians created the term ‘[ERLI" in the second half of the
XIX cent. That meant ‘local  Different from the modern artificial term
,it was originated on the ethno-social base

IERLI, as a term, exsists in Meskheti even nowadays. Ierli or the
Moslem Georgian seldom mixed with the other tribes They never
married to Kurds and Tarakams or to the inhabitants of those countries
they lived in. Inspite of religious differences there wereandare ~cases
of marriages between Moslem and Christian Georgians.

7.. In Meskhs’ vocabulary there are a lot Georgian words and those
specific Caucasian sounds, which are impossible to find'in **Tatari” or
Turkish language population. To gain such sounds is impossible, if it is
not genetic.

8. The names of the villages from where Meskhs were deported are
Georgian and are named only by Georgians, Meskhs. In addition, the
micro-toponymy of their historic country is Georgian too.
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It is interesting to mention that in the XX cent. most surnames of
Moslem Georgians were lost by the administrative —political
interference but their descendents still remember them. These surnames
belong to the older streak of anthropology and it needs to be researched
immediately.

9 It is necessary to organize a group of scientists from different
countries to study the history, ethnography ,dialect and onomastics of
the Meskhs This will solve many problems connected with them

10. As Meskhs problem became a part of the international politics,
the Georgian government should say the decisive word and any decision
should be scientifically proved not to repeat the mistakes.

11 Moslem Meskhs should use their historic right to learn the
Georgian language and if they cannot make Georgian as their native
language, they should learn it as a spoken one

12 To study the history and ethnography of Moslem Meskhs, it is
necessary to widen trainings, to prepare special books. Euro-
commission should again say its word in this direction. The education
of deported Georgians should be extended.



TE3UCBl O MECXAX

OcymecTBieHHe HHTEPECHON NPOTPaMMBl  BO3TIaBWIa
Patora ¢ MECXaMH HHTEPECHa i
obs3atenbHa. B oduce HepmaBHTEIbCTBEHHOH OpPraHH3aumu
«TonepaHTH 0Ka3a0Ch MHOTO MOMX 3HAKOMBIX H Onu3KuX. Oy
NPOBOAAT TPEHMHTH A MeCXOB. M MHE NPHILIOCH BHIIOIHATH
onpeieNeH Yo paboTy cpenn HuX. Moe OTHOUICHHE K MecXam
cdopmupoBanocs 4ocTaToqHo AaBHO. Mos npogeccns (usydaio
HCTOPHIO MeCXeTH, AMANeKTEI, OHOMACTHKY, STHOTEHH3) ONpE/ieniiia
IJIaBHEIH Na)oC MOET0 OTHOLIEHHS K TIpoGIeMaM, YTOGE OHO He B0
TONIBKO KOHBIOKTYPHEIM, TI03TOMY, Kora rocnoxa [{upa Mecxumsum
IPEIOKIIA MHE NIPOBOJHTE C MECXaMH BCTPEYH, MOCBAIICHHAIE HX
HCTOPHH, TP06IIEMaM IPOUCKOXKIEHHS, 5 COTIOCHJICA He KONEOMACh.

Cyns6a yenosexa HeoGErana. Mbl CHIMM BOKpYT cTona. Psjom co
MHOH JO1H, koTopsie B 40-y romel 20-ro mepeHecid MHOroe:
Tiepeceiense, KH3Hb B 4y cpezie, 6opp0y, Ge3HaNeRHOCTS H PasiocTh.
3jech HAXONATCA MECXH PasHBIX BO3POCTOB HauuHag ¢ 8-10 ner,

TonBMH. Mt Bee TUTOZIBI I HALHX
npe/ikoB. Y IPy3HH eCTh NOcHoBHNa: «CheeHHas JIeOM KHCas CliBa
PEXHT 36 BHYKY».

Hcropus I'pysnn — s10 Gopsba 3a Bepy 1 penmuraio. Ilpapacnasie
GEUIO OTOKIECTBIICHO C HAIHOHANHOCTBIO FPY3HH: TPY3HH HIH
XpECTAHHH 6bII0 OZHO H TO e. Haum npeakue jKepTBOBaNH CBOEi
KH3BHIO Pallil PENMTAH, YMHPANH 32 PONUHY, 32 TO, YTOGEI OCTATHCS
Tpy3uHaMH. OTO CaMHIIOXEPTBOBaHHE HE BCeria Gblio BOIMOKHO.
Karaxinsmbl HCTOPHH yyar, 4T0 Gopr0a 3a CyIECTBOBAHUE BILLIE, HeM
camonoxkepTsosanue. bops6a Hyxmaiomerocs yenoseka paan
CaMHCIIaceHHs, KaMy HaliTH KyCOK Xie6a 6510 BO3MOXHO TONBKO IIEHHUIT
GONBIIOrO TPYAa, BHIHYX/IA0 MEHAT BEPOMCHIOBENAHHUE, NPaBIa B
PEIKHX CIlyHasX. 910 He GbUI0 BLIGOPOM HIIM PHHATHIM PElICHHEM Ha
OCHOBAHHH €r0 PEeNHTHO3HBIX B3TAAA0B. DTO GBINO H3MEHEHHE
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BEPOHCIIOBE/SHHS Ha NIOYBE BENHKOH 601M 1 Hackms. Tak 65110 U B
Mecxets. [py3HHBI, TPHHABIINE BEPY MyCIHMA, JKUIIHIIE KOTOPBIX G
CIOYKHBIM HCTOPHUECKHM COOPYKEHBIEM, KaK H Y BCEX MECXOB, B CaMOi
HEJOCTYIHOH W CKPHITOH OT BparoB YaCTH HaXOJM/H MECTO, rae
MOJIMJIHCh H CTaBHIIM CBEYH, HMES KaMEeHb C mo6pa»(eﬂuem KpecTa.

Eciu HEMHOTO 0TO€JIeM OT TE€MBbl, MOXHO CKa3aTh, YTO TaK
TIPOMCXORHT U cerofns. OYeHh MH3EpHA HHCIO TEX JIOEH, KTO
PENUrHO3HEIH BHIGOP ZeaeT Ha OCHOBE CBOEro 00pasoBaHis H
BHYTpEHHOI BepbL. 1 CerofiHs y aT0ro ABNEHNHS €CTb KOHOMHHECKH
(') THUT MEHSEeTCs 32 CllaceHHe
JKM3HH, CJIECTBHEM Yero HEPEAKO CIeNyeT HaBOXKIEHHE TEMH Ha
HaUMOHANBHOCTb.

Ho BepHeMCs K CI0BaM, KOTOPEIE GBUTH CKa3aHbI B HAYATIe: Mbl CHACIH
3a cronoM B oduce «TonepanTi», JIOAU OJHOH KPOBH, OXHOTO
TNIPOHCXOXKACHHUS, 5 7npasacnaaﬂbxﬁ TPY3HH, i OHH — MYCITUMBL TPY3HHBIL.
1 Bezib JIETKO OMYCTHMO, UTO s MOT GBI OBITE Ha X MECTE, 4 OHH — Ha
Moem. Belib Halw Npejki BeKaMH, Ha IPOTSHKEHHE BCeH HCTOPHH XKHIH
BMecTe. MOH NPE/IKI CMOMIH COXPAHMTE BEPOHCIIOBE/IaRke, HX BhIBOp
6L COXpaHEHHe YLK, CIeJICTBHEM Yero GbUI0 U CIIaceHHe TeNa LEHOH
BEHKOH 6aph0bl U HYMIBL.

51 MM JODKeH paccKasaTh Hallly HCTOPHIO, HAlIK IPHKIIOYeHHs. O1a
HCTOPHS — Halla 061as HCTOPHS, TaKas TDKENAs i CIOKHAS, Kak Boooime
¥ npouoe Ipy3nH, i CeroAHAMIHbIH IEHb.

Korza fie1o KxacHynoch MaJeHbKOH KHWKKH, PELIHIIH, YTO 5 I0JDKEH
Hanuicarb TPy PO MECXOB. Moii BHGOP OCTaHOBMJICS HA HECKONKHX
MOHX CTAThAX, KOTOPBIE KACAIOTCA 3TOM NPobiemsl, HaumHas ¢ 80-X ronos
20-ro Beka.

TEPMHHO]IUFVHO W TOH 1 OCTaBMJ TaKMM K€ H B TaKOM BHAE
TPEJICTaBHII CilyIaTesIAM i unTatensm. IlonHeli ananus npobiem Gyner
Jan u B Gynymem, Teneps xe cHOPMYITHPYIO BOMPOCH TE3HCAMH, O
KOTOPBIX HY)KHO 33JlyMaTChsl, KOTla IIHIIEI O MecXax.



1. AicTopns enOPTHPOBAHHBIX MECXOB HEOTAe/MMA 0T Mecxeti 1
JCTOPUH MECXOB, T.C. HEOTAEMA OT I'py3uH, ueTopwH rpysu. Hexops
13 3T0r0 HX HcTopua Haumhaetcs ¢ XII Bexa 10 H.9. C Tex nop ne
NpepHIBAETCS IMHAS TeHa, STHHYECKOrO ObiTa. SNOXH MERFIOTCA, Jis
JHICTOPHH HECKOJIBKO BEKOB HHUETO HE 3HAYHT, NI03TOMY TPYAHOCTH
HeCKOJBKHX TIOKO/IEHHT MM OTKIOHEHHS ¢ OCHOBHBIX HAIHOHATLHBIX
JMHEI HE JI0TDKHBI MEHATD PAIMKaNbHBIX MHCHHH.

2. MecxeTn ceroans oxsarbiBaeT Toibko Camixe-JDkaBaxeTh.
Vicropryecku B ero coctas, kpome Camuxe-/DkaBaxeT BXOAHIH —
Knapmxern, lllaBmern, Spymern, Apraas, Kona u ap.

B paznsie anoxn Mecxeth Haspisaii 3emo Kaprin, Tao-Knapiiern,
Camuxe-CaaraGaro. [1poxuBaBmuX B pasHble yromkn Mecxets, B
JABMCHMOCTH OT TOTO, D¢ OHH NPOKHBAIH, HA3HBANM: CAMIXEIHH,
JUKABAXHH, TAOC/HbI, KIAPIUKHH, dPYIIE/HBI, WABLIHN W T.1., OOUIHi
STHUHECKHI TEPMHH KOTOPBIX OBUI MECXH, T.€. IPY3HH, KaK H B APYTHX
yrozkax I'py3ui MMEHOBaIH NPOKHBAIOUHX PA3HUX ITHHYECKUX
NPECTARHTEEH: HMEPSTHHLI, KAXCTHHILBL. TYIIIBI, XeBCYPBI, aJUKapLbl,
rypuifi 1 T4

3. K xonuy 19-r0 Beka OJHY 4acTh MyCYIbMYM-MECXOB HA3BATH
TATAPBIMIL. T.K. WX PA3rOBOPHBII A3bIK, HA KOTOPOM OHM OGIILAIHCE, GbUT
1€KTOM TYPEUKOTO A3biKa. DTOT TEPMHH PAacmpoCTpaHuics Ha

1MaH-MECXOM B 11epBoii monouse 20-ro Beka. 310
ICKYCCTBEHHO H BOBHHKIIO B I0HO# yacTh [pysun -
3a PEAHTHOIHOTO KOHQUIHKTA.

4. K xonuy 20-ro Bexa, ans 0603Ha4ECHHS MECXOB CO3JaiH
PMHHOAOTHIO KABKAICKIE TYPKH, AXQNIMXCKHAC Ty PKH, MECXH-TyPKH
1p. Bee 511 TepMUHB HCKYCTBERHBL, HOCAT NONUTHYECKUH XapakTep
VAT BHYTPEHHBIM DACIPAM MY CYIbMAH-MECXOB, HANIOKEHHIO TEHH
JTHOTEHH3Y.

5. To, 4T0 MECXH Ha caMOM JieNie TPY3HHBI H TONbKO KPOME
IPY3HHCKIX HCTOYHHKOB, JIOKA3BIBAIOT PUMCKHE 1 aHTHYECKHE JIAHHbIE,
4 TAKAC TYPEUKHE W PYCCKHE TICTONMEH NIOCHEHBIX BEKOB, KOTOPHIe

1H;

OCTABHBIX MYCY

Hazganme GEUIC

14

2N



OT/HYAIOTCA HANEKHOCTBIO, T.K. MHCANHCh MUl TOCYAAPCTBEHHOI
HA/I00HOCTH.

6. MyCIuMBI-TpY3HHH C UENBIO, BEUIETEHNS U HE CMeIINBaHNs C
Typxami ¢ Kypravu u Tapakamamu, Bo BTOpO# monoBuHe 19-ro Beka
co3tami TepmiH «Mepiiy, 410 03Ha4AN0 (MECTHHIN». B ommiuue ot
COBDEMEHHOIO MCKYCTBEHHOTO TepMHHA OH ObLI HOPOKZEH Ha STHO-
COUMATLHOMH OCHOBE.

Wepan, Kak TepMHH, y MECXOB XHB H cerofus. Mepmn, uin
c TH My XOB C IPYTHM 1o 0
BpeMein He Habmonanock. OHH He BNk B Opak HU ¢ KypAaMH, Hi C
aMH, HH CKeM JpYTHM, XHBYT B CTPOHE, [Ie OHH HAXORHJIHCH.
Hecmo1pa Ha pasioe BEPOHCTIOBENIAHNE, CIIyHan KEHUTBOB MEKIY
MyCylibMaHaMK i XpHeTHaHaMH B MecxeTy GEUTH H CErofins mocie X
BOBpANIEHHA HabmoNaloTes.

7. B peui MECXoB €CTh OYEHb MHOTO IPY3HHCKOH JNEKCHKH H Te
XABKAICKHE C ) 3BYKH, KOTOPEIE p H
€CIIH 3T0 He TeHeTHYECKHE.

8 Hazpanus cen. OTKy/1a BHICJANH MECXOB, TPY3HHCKHE M Ha3BaHb!
TOIBKO TPY3HHAMI, 1IN MecXaMi, I py3HHCKas TakoKke HX HCTOpHYecKas
MUKPOTOTOHHMHA POJMHBL.

Ocofenno HHTEPECHbI ()aMHIHHE MYCTHMOB-TPY3HHOB, MHOXECTBO
KoTope & 20 BeKe NOTepAHb H3-32 aJIMHHHCTPATHBHO-TIONUTHYECKOTO.
BMCIIATENBCTRA, HO TOJNHTHKH NOKA elle NOMHAT. DTd daMuiun
YTHOCATCA K CTa TPY3HHCKOMY aHT y cIoi0,
H HYAHO HX HEMEJUIEHHO HCC/ICOBATD.

JI1# n3yuenus HCTOPHH, STHOTpa(UH, IHaNeKTa i OHOMACTHKH
MECXOE HYKHO COYIATh TPYNITY, COCTOAMIYIO H3yYeHbIX PA3HBIX CTPaH.
THM &TEILHO JI0JUKHBI PEIHTE MHOTO BONIPOCOB, CBS3AHHBIX ©

I

MecXaMH.
10. Tax kak npoGemMa MECXOB CTajia HacThIO MEXKyHapoAHOi
HTHKH, peLIdioniee CJI0BO JIOJUKEH CKa3aTh NPaBUTENIECTBO przuﬂ,
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