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TSALENJIKHA

Thirty kilometres north of the town of Zugdidi.
on abighhill, stands the domed church of Tsalen-
jikha, overlooking the village of that name, some
three kilometres distant.

The chureh dates from the tenth/eleventh
century A. D. and is justly regarded as an out-

standing specimen of medicval Georgian archi-
tecture.

The fagades of the huilding are richly orua-
mented. The mural paintings of the nave pre-
serve the images of saints and of the fonnders.
In the porches, on the columns of the nave, and
over the windows, there are many Georgian and
Greek inscriptions of historical value, but for
the most part damaged.
can be learnt from the inseriptions,
were commissioned by the ruler

of Samegrelo, prince Vameq Dadmup 086
1396), and executed Ly the Byzantine master
Kyr ‘Manuel ‘Eugenicos.

In the eighteenth century the damaged porti
onsof the church were restored and ornament-
ed by Bishop Eudemon Jayani of Tsalenjikha,
while the then ruler of Samegrelo, Levan Il
Dadiani, built the adjoining chapel and had its
interior covered with murals. Of these only some
fragments have come down to us, including the
group portrait, ou the south wall, of Levan 11
himself and the princely family

The nineteenth century saw the snbstitution
of a plain stone fence for the original enceinte with
which the church had been enclosed, and which,
with the lapse of time, had gradually been re-
duced to ruins

Rising conspicuously over the northeru stretch
of this fence, is a two-stovied bell tower. The
gate constitutes the first storey, the second be-
ing taken by the belfry proper.

Au interesting feature is a tunnel (40 m. to
45 m. long and 3 m. to 4 m. high) running in
a westerly direction from the church.

A. Mikava
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WAJIEHAKHXA

B 25 xuaomerpax or ropora 3yraman u B
ABYX KHAOMETPAX 0T cesta Llanenukhxa, Ha sbi-
COKOii TOPe pAacTofoKeH  LEHTPaAbHO-KyTOb-
bt xpay «Llasen kinxas.

pKoBL 5Ta natupyerca X—XI mexawu M
fpeacTasaner coloii oMiH H3  HTepecHemMx
113 ATHIKOD TPY3HHCKOTO 3014eCT3a

Pacaibl xpaMa GOraTo OpHAMEHTHPOBaHbL.
Creni 3a.12 NOKPUTH hpeckamit ¢ H30Gpaxe-
HAAMI CBATHX i MOPTPETAMM CTPOMTENEH  Xpa-
wa

Ha cronbax sana, okwax n npursopax woro
UeHHBIX HAATHCEli Ha FPY3HHCKOM it Tpeueckom
HIBKAX, HO GOTbINAS WACTH WX MOBPEHK/CHA.

3 -COXPAHMBIIMXCA HAAMUCCH CJELyeT, 4TO
XpaM GWA pacnucai No 3akasy npabuTean
Munrpeann Bamexa Jlaunann (1386—1396 rr.).
BAIANTHRACKAM  XYROKHMKOM Kup-Manywa. En-
remikom. B XVII bexe nospesacunnie 4acta
XPaMa LOCCTAHCBHA H GOTaTO YKPACHA WANEHA-
Kuxckmii - enuckon  Eniemon [Ukanawm, A no
yKa3aunio Apyroro npasutens Munrpenuy Jle-
sawa 11 lannans, K uepxau npucrponan  npi-
T

50p.
Ero crenu Takike pacnicans $ppeckosofl mi-

BOMKebI0. OT Hee B HAcTOSILeE BpeMA CONPATN-

AMCL AW, weGoauume dparments. Ha  tok-

HOMl CcTeHe NPUTBOPa M3oGpaxken cam Jlesan
Jlazuann ¢ cembeil

Cesepiee XpaMa Y BOPOT Orpabl, BO3BkIIla-
TCA ABYXSTaXHas KOAOKOMbilA, OTHOCALLAACA
K MO3AHEMy CPelHeBEKOBbIO. B NepBoM 3TaKe
KOIOKOABAH, 101 CBOIOM, MOMELLGIOTCH BOPO
Ta. Bropoii 3Ta) npeactasaser coGoit apoyHYIo
IBOHHHILY g

3anamiee 1ePKBI COXpAHATCH TyHHeb, [
ua ero 40—45 Netpos, BMCOTa Ke nOCTATaET
34 merpos

TlepBonauassio XpaM OKpYAKada  BHCOKAA

HO PaspyuIn:
ae XIX Beka Ha ce Da3nanMHax mOCTPOWAN
POCTOli KameHHbiil 3a60p.

A. Muxasa
Penakrop: 1. 3akapasi.
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