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CAMUEBPHCH

TlaMATHHK TPYSHHCKOH  APXHTEKTYpH — Ky
nonbhbiit xpam VIl 5. Camuespitci, Haxomures
Y Cena TOro e Ha3naHks, KHAOMeTpax B 30-TH
or . [OpH H B 5-T KM OT 3Kese3io10poxHol
cranwm  Kapeau. HecMotps Ha HeGombiuie
pasMepi, O, Garoiaps BHTONHOMY Pacmono
KEHHIO, XOPOUWO BHACH Ha 3HAWHTCIHHOM Pac-
CTOSHIN, MPHBICKAS BHHMaHHe CBOIMH TapMO
MHUHBIMH TPOMOPUANK 1 UETKHMH OGbeMaMH

B niake 3fakide mpeicrapaser co0ofi Kpecr;
KOHTYDH €r0 BHPHCOBBIBAIOTCA 1t CHAPYXH. OT-
HOCACh K. TPyMNe KPECTOBOKYMOABHBIX XPAMOB,
CaMueBpHCH SBASETCH ONHHM H3 AydwmHX 00
PAILOB ADEBHETPY3IHCKOTO 30LYECTBA

acanui xpawa 2o npefena mpocTh
a5 KAA4KA UHCTOTECAHHBIM KaMHeN
NPUAGET HM XYLOKCCTBEHHYIO BHPA3HTEABHOCTD.

Ha acazax coxpaimics ase pupe3anibie Ha
KaMHe HaAMHCH; H3 BOCTOMHOM — O CTPOHTe/b-
CTBe B 3TOM paiiote s X BeKe Kawana # Ha 10K~
HOM — aenrd xpama B XV—XVI Bo
deonaton MepaGox INanackeprean (Llnunuini-

i
B vae 1940 ro1a CaMuespHcH ciibio NocTpa
Hau OT 3eMaeTpacequs, [ONTH MOTHOCTBIO pa3-
YIUHAMCH KYTO, CBOAM! H 4ACTH CTEH BOCTOMHO-

i I0XHOTO pyKaBOB.

OTeuectsenas BORHA nMOMewaia cBOEBpEMEH
HO BOCCTAHOBMTH nmaMaTHHk, Hawatsie xe b
1950 r. pectanpauitoHHble paGoThl, B OCHOBHOM,
Gbia 3aKonuesis B 1952 roxy

Psijiom ¢ TOAT HEGOABLLIOE KHPIHIH
3naiie, OGOPM.ACHHOE OPHAMEHTHDOBAHHHIM Kit
nuen. Boictpoentioe B XV—XVI B8., b mepic
KOrIa Gbi1 OTPEMONTHPOBAH XPaM, OHO NP
cTaBaser coGoil yChinaLHHILY

3anaanee cenenns Cavuespuci
Kpenoctb, oGpaliennas BHICOKH
Gau “Kypst
e B XV

FPY3UHCKOE OBUIECTBO OXPAHbI
MAMSITHUKOB KYJIbTYPbI |



SAMTSEVRISI

The seventeenth-century domed church of
Samtsevrisi stands near the village of that ua-
me, at a distance of some 30 kilometres from
Gori, and of some 5 kilometres from the rail-
way station of Kareli

Despite its modest dimensions, this notable
specimen of Georgian architecture is clearly vi-
sible from a cousiderable distance, its conspi-
cuousness being markedly enlianced by its spa-
tial articulateness and the austerity of its pro-
portions.

The building is of cruciform plan, the cross
pattern being clearly discernible from the outside.

In their unadorned smoothness, the fagades
of the church touch the very limit of austerity
though the fine workmanship of the masoury
does much to heighten their expressiveness
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Two of the faces bear inscriptions. Carved
in fhe stone of the church walls, they comme-
morate: the one on the east front, the construc-
tion, in the tenth century, of a canal for the
irrigation of the adjacent area; that on the
south face, the restoration of the church, in the
fifteent/sixteenth century by the feudal lord
Merab Panaskerteli (alias Tsitsishvili).

The earthquake of May, 1940, did great da
mage to the building, almost completely destroy-
ing its dome, arches, and portions of the east-
ern and southern arms.

World War 11 having interfered with plans
of timely restoration, repair work was ooly
begun as lafe as 1950, and brought to completion
in 1952.



Close by, is o small brick building decorated
with orpamental brick. It is a burial vault, con-
temporaneous with the fifteenth sisteenth-cent-
ury restoration of the church.

To the west of Samtsevrisi rises a castle,
whose lofty walls aud towers overlook the val-
ley of the Kura (the river's Georgian name is
Mtkvari), and whose foundation, too, is dated
to the fifteenth/sixteenth century. It is known
under the name of Tsitsishvilebis Tsikhe (Geor-
gian for .fortress of the [Princes] Tsitsishyili*)

L. Khimshiashvili

Editor: G. Alshibaia
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