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Main conclusions

The work is based on the concept of the Byzantine Commonwealth developed by the British
scholar D. Obolensky. The concept was mainly applied to the countries of Eastern Europe in
the Middle Ages. In modern foreign scholarly literature, at the level of general postulates,
within the boundaries of the Commonwealth, the countries of the Caucasus are also
considered, that is reflected in the present work. It contains an attempt to reveal the political
and cultural mechanisms that arose in Georgian reality in the context of the Byzantine
Commonwealth through the samples of the historical life of Georgia in the 11th century. These

mechanisms influenced the formation of the Georgian state and society.

The collapse of the Arab Caliphate significantly changed the balance of the powers in the
Middle East. The Byzantine Empire intensified wars against the Arabs and, at the same time,
changed its policy towards the Caucasus principality-kingdoms: the Empire was no longer
satisfied with the buffer status of the Georgian-Armenian political units, and the policy of their

incorporation and transformation into border communities was set as the goal.

For the security of the northeastern borders of the Byzantine Empire the Caucasus always had
great importance. By conquering the Caucasus, the most important trade and military routes
leading to the Islamic East came under the control of Byzantium; At the same time, the
imperial court had the opportunity to activate the policy with the nomadic and semi-nomadic

tribes of the North Caucasus and Ponto-Caspian steppes, especially the Alans.

Establishment of the unified monarchy and the state of Georgia, coincided with the last phase
of the "Golden Age" of the Byzantine Empire. The rulers of the young kingdom had their own

geopolitical interests, which turned out to be incompatible with the global plans of Byzantium.

The relationship between Constantinople and the kings and princes in the orbit of Byzantium
was regulated by a treaty. According to the imperial ideology, Caesar was considered to be the
only ruler of the Oikoumene. He was a friend of Christ, and other lords were regarded as the

Emperor’s friends and allies, that is, his vassals. A similar point of view was developed in the
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imperial court towards Georgia. According to the existing doctrine, the sovereign of
Byzantium is the "king" (Basileus), and the sovereign of Georgia is the "lord-ruler". The latter
is denoted by different terms: "archont", "ethnarch". The following circumstance is also worth
noting - if the Byzantine Emperors addressed Abkhazian kings as "exusiasts" (owners) in the
10th century, in the 11th century the kings of the united Georgia were referred to with a lower
rank title. This fact should be related to the political rise of the Empire and Caucasian
expansion. From the point of view of the Byzantines, the Georgian Bagrations received power
from the Emperor. That's why the Caesars sent Bagrations royal insignias and court titles. The
most common was the rank of Kuropalates. The empire, which fell into a critical situation,

could have given an even higher title to the Georgian kings (Novelissimos, Sevastos,

Panipersevastos, Caesaros), but it was never recognized as an equal to it or Basileus.

In special cases, the imperial court did not hesitate to establish dynastic relationship with the
"barbarians"; With this act, the entry of local dynasts into one large "family", the Byzantine

Commonwealth, became even more sensible.

The Imperial Court of Byzantium not only declared the King of Georgia as a friend, but also
his vassal was treated adequately and made a corresponding treaty with the latter; At the same
time, he awarded them Byzantine titles. This kind of practice was fully consistent with
Byzantine state and legal norms - in contrast to European vassality, Byzantine autocracy

recognized the vassal of the vassal as his own vassal.

In the 11th century Georgians shared the view spread in the medieval world about the special
position of the Roman (Byzantine) Emperor as the head of Christianity; For Georgians, Caesar
was a "holy" king. Georgian kings made no effort to receive Byzantine court titles as a sign of
"peace" and "unity" with the "Greeks". The dynastic marriages with the imperial court of

Byzantium was perceived as a guarantee of stability and peace of Georgia.

At the same time, the political concepts about the power of the king of Georgia contained

provisions that fundamentally contradicted the principles of the Byzantine Commonwealth.
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The most important was the Jessian-Davidian origin and God given crown of the Georgian
Bagrations. According to the established political theories of the 11th century in Georgia, the
Bagrations were crownd not by the Caesar, but by God (God given crown of the Georgian
Bagrations and the attempt to usurp the imperial insignia can be traced very late, from the
second half of the 10th century). They were against the direct "friendship and alliance" of their
vassals at the imperial court, and they were aspiring to autocracy in the political space of
Georgia; Moreover, they considered the Caucasus as an arena for the realization of their own

state-religious ambitions, and they even tried to expel Byzantium from there.

In contrast to the Byzantine Commonwealth, the Georgian Royal Court drafted a project for
establishing the Caucasian Commonwealth; The ideological grounds of this new community
was the ethnogenetic concept of the common origin of the peoples of the Caucasus. On the
way to the practical implementation of the idea, the spread of the jurisdiction of Mtskheta
Catholicosate to the North Caucasus, the Georgian-Armenian ecclesiastical debate and the
annexation of Ani, were important. Turk-Seljuk invasions delayed the creation of the

Caucasian Commonwealth for several decades.

Another feature of the Byzantine-Georgian Commonwealth was the place and role of the
Georgian Church in this Commonwealth. If on the one hand, Georgian scholars, religious and
secular, admitted that the Greeks had "infallible faith" and even had the honor of teaching
Georgians in matters of the faith, on the other hand, they selflessly defended the autocephaly

of the Georgian Church and asserted equality with the Greeks.

The confrontation of Byzantine-Georgian identities was clearly seen in Tao-Klarjeti and

Abkhazia, which were gradually seized by the Byzantines in the first half of the 11th century.

The 11th century in the history of Georgia is distinguished by the dynamic development of
political and cultural life. In this century, as a result of the unification of the Georgian feudal
principality-kingdoms, a unified Georgian monarchy was being built, which faced many

obstacles from the Byzantine Empire. Along to these processes, throughout the century, the
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educated Georgian monks were engaged in translation activities in different monastic centers
of Byzantium. The study of these two simultaneous processes synchronously, against the
background of the powerful flow of Byzantineism, more clearly revealed the cause-and-effect
relationships between political and cultural events, which ultimately led to a higher degree of

consolidation of society and a new content of its national-religious identity.

The 11th century in Georgian culture was the century of merging and coexistence of
Byzantinism, a new stream of Christian culture and writing traditions of the Middle East. The
cultural experience obtained at this time greatly determined the ideological content and style

of artistic thought of the original Georgian literature of the following 12th- 13th centuries.

Since the Christianization of Kartli (4th century), the vector of its cultural development was
mainly directed towards Palestine-Jerusalem. The connection with Jerusalem was given a
sacred content in the minds of Georgians by St. Nino, the enlightener of Kartli. "Life of St.
Nino" and its miraculous episodes, the most eminent of which are the burial of the main
holiness of Christianity, Christ's robe in Mtskheta, the construction of the first church on it
and the legitimation of the first Christian king, Mirian, were of paramount importance; Myrrh
was brought to Kartli from Jerusalem; The widespread belief about the Jerusalem origin of the
Bagration dynasty played a major role in the legal succession of the sacral legitimation of the
earlier ruling dynasty of Kartli (Khosroids) and in the creation of a unified Georgian monarchy

at the turn of the 10th and -11th centuries.

Since the 5th century, Georgian monks have never lost their connection with Jerusalem,
where they owned their own monasteries and hotels. The pilgrimage to Jerusalem was not

interfered even during the Arab domination.

In the 5th-10th centuries, the Jerusalemite liturgical rite was performed in the churches of
Kartli. Over the centuries, the liturgical repertoire and the greatest achievements of the
Sabbaite hymnography introduced to the church of Kartli from St. Saba Monastery-Jerusalem,

were correspondingly reflected in Georgian liturgical collections (ladgars). Ecclesiastic
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writings of all other genres, be it biblical books, homiletics, hagiography or asceticism-mystics,
came from St. Saba Monastery-Jerusalem. Translations of the exegetical and historiographic

genre look relatively more modest.

These examples, we think, are enough to show that Jerusalem was one of the most powerful
symbols of cultural-religious identity in the consciousness of the Georgian society. Such was
the religious and cultural background when, at the end of the 9th century, the principality of
Tao-Klarjeti, together with neighboring Armenian principalities, became a member of the
anti-Arab political alliance, the "Byzantine Commonwealth". This was naturally followed by
the turning of the cultural vector of the Georgian monks towards the Byzantine monastic
centers. The rapprochement with the Byzantine world influenced the cultural profile of Tao-
Klarjeti monasticism - if earlier they followed the Sabbaite Typicon according to the tradition
of the Christian East, this time they also practiced the elements of the Constantinople
(Stoudios) rite. Georgian hagiographic writings of that time "the Life of Hilarion the Georgian",
"Life of Grigory of Khandzta") are very similar to Byzantine "monastic literature," in which
the new paradigmatic ideal of the monk is legalized, not only the spiritual but also the civil
merits of the clergy are glorified. In general, universal respect and preference towards them is
expressed in relation to the representatives of high secular ranks. Next to the Byzantine-type
monk ideal, the Georgian hagiography of that time highlights the ethnic identity formula of
Georgians, in which the Georgian language is understood as the grounds of cultural-religious
unity. This kind of understanding of identity is vividly seen in the cultural values and scribe
activity of Georgian monkhood working in the foreign environment in the 10th-11th

centuries.

At this time, a new stream of Constantinopolitan culture (Byzantinism) appeared in Georgian
culture, the assimilation of which required special efforts of the Georgian educated élites and,
in some cases, protection of national identity. But what content components included national

identity in that era? The work of several generations of Georgian scholars of the 11th century
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was dedicated to the search for an answer to this question, which mainly took place in foreign

monastic centers.

Byzantinism, as a great cultural movement, was formed after the defeat of iconoclasm in
Constantinopolitan circles. The monkhood of the Stoudios Monastery, revived by Theodore the
Stoudite, came to helm of it. Great was their intellectual influence on the élite of
Constantinople - they broke the boundaries that separated "external wisdom" (pagan
knowledge) from Christianity and put it in the service of theology, put the study of philosophy
back on the agenda, prepared the rehabilitation of Hellenism and returned the "authorial ego"
to literature. Stoudians personified the guardians of orthodoxy, its ideologues; under their
influence, Orthodoxy became the most distinctive sign of Byzantine identity. But the content
of this identity was so saturated with the idea of Greco-Byzantine ethnocentrism that it itself
became the main carrier of the idea of selectivity. The Byzantines, fed by such an idea, of course,
were not entirely distinguished by good will and trust towards the Christian peoples from the
Commonwealth and their languages. The idea of the superiority of the Byzantines took a more
"substantiated" form in the thinking of such a prominent representative of Macedonian
"encyclopedism" as Emperor Constantine Porphyrogenitus. He enriched this idea, born from
the Greco-Roman heritage, with the political and theological thinking of the Macedonian
emperors. In it, the political goal of the empire towards other peoples was outlined: the empire
is the "world ship", the emperor is Christ among the Apostles, the unlimited rulers,
Constantinople is allotted to the Mother of God and represents the world capital. The empire
must protect the "divine" order, and for this it must protect the peoples under its command
(barbarians and semi-barbarians) from the threat of heresy arising from their own

unsophisticated languages and convince them of the non-alternativeness of the Greek language.

Such was the attitude of the Greeks towards the people of the Middle East with a long
Christian history and writing traditions, which they expressed in their religious distrust. But

these people did not give up their positions so easily, because they considered writing and
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language as a means of their national identity and cultural self-establishment. It was the
written language, as a cultural asset, that gave the local vernacular languages a special social
function and added a "new dignity, which they directly perceived as Christian divine
providence." This "divine providence" came from the Holy Scripture (Psalm 149-150, Mark

16:15 -17, Paul, Galatians 3:4), on which the idea of supranationality of Christianity was based.

Georgians were also supported with the same perception of their own language and writing.
It was especially painful for Georgians in the Greek monastic environment, where they had to
perform religious services in the Georgian language. The earliest information about Greeks
accusing Georgians of heresy can be found in "the Life of Hilarion the Georgian ". The idea of
allocation the Georgian people and Georgian language with the Mother of God was developed
in the bosom the Georgian monks of Mount Olympus, in response to the doubt clearly
expressed by the Greeks about the impossibility of conveying the divine truth in the Georgian

language.

According to Basil the Monk, the author of "The Life", the Georgians were saved by the Mother
of God, who miraculously appeared to the Father of the Monastery in his sleep and warned,
"those, who do not have mercy on them are my enemies, as these people as kinsmen were left
to me by my Son for their Orthodoxy...” This is how the idea of devotion of Georgians to the
Mother of God was born, which found extremely fertile soil in the original Georgian literature
of the following centuries and acquired the importance of one of the symbols of Georgian

religious identity.

With the same religious distrust towards Georgians and the Georgian language had the
Georgians, who served at Mount Sinai, to get on, in response to which the Georgian scribe
Ioane-Zosime wrote an apologia - "The Praise and The Glory of the Georgian Language" in the
40s of the 10th century. In this original thinking, the idea of Georgian messianic nationalism
is based on "eschatological logic", through which the author tries to "prove" the "higher"

religious legitimacy of the Georgian language than the "three sacred" languages had. It is
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known that many works in Syriac, Coptic, Armenian or Slavic languages were created to
glorify their own languages in such circumstances, the authors of which were able to defend
their languages on different- historical or theological — levels with witty "arguments". The

Georgians were no an exception in this respect.

The scholars in Georgia in the 10th century defined the function of the Georgian language on
a completely different level. This was the time when the Georgian principalities and kingdoms
are facing each other in the struggle for the unification of Georgia. In such a background, the
Georgian monk and writer Giorgi Merchule, who lived at Tao-Klarjeti, emphasized the
unifying function of the Georgian church language for the "various countries of Georgia."
Thus, the educated Georgian society of that time was well aware of the function of the

Georgian language as the uppermost symbol of national-religious identity.

But the Georgian figures realized that in reality the problem pertained not so much to the
Georgian language, but to the distrust towards the Georgian language. The Greeks doubted the
quality of the translation, the ability of the Georgian language to perfectly convey the dogmatic
truth of the theological text. It was from this position that the governing circles of Tao-Klarjeti
assessed the essence of the problem and set the task of improving the Georgian translation
culture. This meant "equating" with Greek education, without which, on the background of
the current foreign policy of Byzantium, retaining the national honor and state sovereignty of
Georgians seemed doubtful. This goal was served by the foundation of the Georgian Iviron
Monastery on Mount Athos following the victory over Bardas Skleros by the military
commander of David III Kuropalates, Tornike Eristavi and his closest associates. The
construction of the monastery was completed in 982. Above of all, the Georgians who settled

in the Athanasius Lavra gathered, brought with them the literary traditions of Tao-Klarjeti.

The foundation of the Iviron Monastery on Mount Athos became a truly important cultural
event. From "the Life of Iovane and Euthymius" we learn that it brought together the monks

of the Tao-Klarjeti of that time, distinguished by their high spirituality and intellectual
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abilities. With the support and participation of these figures, a strong theological-literary
school was established, that for a long time determined the direction of Georgian literature

and the quality of literary thought.

The protection and development of the Georgian language became the main aim of the literati
at Mount Athos, the practical expression of which was the intensive translation activity. From
the last decades of the 10th century and through the 11th century, translation activity was
considered and elevated to the rank of cultural ideology. That this process did not depend only
on the spontaneous initiatives of the monkhood and was part of a great state program looking
to the future is proved by the extremely interesting information preserved in "the Lives" of
the Athonite fathers and the colophons to the manuscripts from Mount Athos: 1. They confirm
the constant interest of the highest political figures, kings, the best representatives of the
church and secular aristocracy, in the literary productions of Mount Athos and their constant
care to replenish the library of Mount Athos with Greek and Georgian manuscripts. It so
happened, that in the early days the library was filled from the Tao-Klarjeti literate circles,
later Georgians working in Byzantium took care for its enrichment. Greek and Georgian

manuscripts donated since the foundation of the monastery are still preserved in Iviron.

In the monastery of Georgians on Mount Athos, the work of copying and manifolding of new
translations and sending them back to the homeland was well organized. A whole guild of
literati-scribes and painter-artists worked in the georgian monastery, whose activities were
supervised by skilled editors. It is known with what interest the translations of Euthymius the
Hagiorite were being awaited in Georgia. David Kuropalates specially sent scribe monks to
Athos to copy and deliver each new translation by Euthymius. It seems that the kings of united
Georgia and high church hierarchs were also concerned about bringing new translations to
Georgia - for example, the document of Melchisedek, the Catholicos of Kartli (1031/1033),

compiled very soon after the death of St. Euthymius the Athonite (1028), lists 25 books
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translated by Euthymius, which the Catholicos housed in the renovated library of
Svetitskhovli Monastery.

Translations by Euthymius were copied not only on Mount Athos, but also in the monasteries
of Constantinople, where Georgian scribes worked. Among them, the colophons of the
manuscripts mention the Monasteries of Chora, Agiapantos (of all saints) and Pighuri (Pege).
In the middle of the 11th century, the translations by George the Hagiorite were spread in
Georgia relatively slowly. It was hindered by the internal war between Bagrat IV and Liparit.
The frequent pilgrimage George the Hagiorite’s to variouhs monasteries of Mount Athos and
Antioch also complicated the process. Georgian diplomats and literati, Peter West and his
brother, Iovane Synkellos, later the bishop of Chkondidi, made the greatest contribution to
the distribution of George the Hagiorite’s translations. Their third brother, scholar monk from
Tqarostavi, Egnati the Hieromonk, who was honored with the epithet of "God-bearing father",
also played great part in this work. In general, the distribution of new translations continued
to be still selective, as their main customers were the central episcopal seats of the country and
famous for literary activities the monasteries of Tao-Klarjeti. In the peripheries, new
translations seemed to be reached slowly.

This translation process of epochal significance for the Georgian society has been studied in
many aspects in the scholarly literature. It is known that, in general, the international
atmosphere of Mount Athos, the uneasy relationship with the Greeks and the frequent
manifestation of Greek-Byzantine ethnocentrism, the constant disputes over the presentation
the legal status of the monastery, put the monks of the Georgian monastery on the edge of
tension. At the same time, all this broadened their horizons and increased civil consciousness.
It is well known how much efforts were made by the fathers of the Georgian monastery after
George Warazwace to restore the rights taken away from the Greeks, but this did not stop
them from striving to acquire Byzantine knowledge. This was the only way to protect their

own linguistic and national identity, on which Georgian statehood should be built. At the first
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glance, the clash of these two conflicting trends, imperial and national, was paradoxically
compatible with each other and added new impulses to the educational goals of Georgians.
After Byzantium (60s of the 10th century) regained Antioch from the Arabs, Georgian monks
came to the monasteries there. Their number in Antioch noticeably increased in the middle
of the 11th century, after the persecution of Georgians on Mount Athos. Georgians could be
found in the Monasteries of St. Symeon, Holy Romana, Kalipos, Kastana, Father Ezra, Velley
of Reeds, Thvali and St. Barlaam. It is known from the "Life of St. George Hagiorite", that at
that time 60 Georgian monks were settled only in the Monastery of St. Symeon. Georgian
literati were especially attracted by the richest literary traditions and the best libraries of the
theological school of Antioch. Only in the book depository of the St. Symeon Monastery, 420
books were collected there at the time of Ephrem Mtsire (Eprem the Minor).

Throughout the 11th century, Georgian literati, wherever they carried out their translation
activities, whether it was Mount of Athos, the monasteries of Constantinople or Antioch,
followed several principles in their translations: 1. They should translate the authors who were
still unknown or little known to the Georgian readers, but who were the most important for
the Christian world - fathers of patristics, on whose reasoning the theological-dogmatic and
legal thought of that time was based: Gregory the Nazianzus, Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa,
John Chrysostom, Maximus the Confessor, John of Damascus and others; 2. Georgian
literature should be filled with untranslated or poorly represented genres of Christian
literature. This primarily refers to biblical exegesis, of which only one or two samples were
translated into Georgian; also, canonics, dogmatic polemics, theological philosophy, they
created the terminology and the whole conceptual apparatus related to these fields. 3. They
had to thoroughly revise or re-translate the biblical books comparing them with the Greek
versions. 4. The texts translated previously from other languages (Armenian, Syriac, Arabic)
should be directly translated from Greek samples. This whole process was carried out step by

step, matching the level of preparedness of Georgian readers.
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The aim of the presented work is not to describe the activity of Georgian translators of the
11th century in detail, the interested reader can get acquainted with them through many
special studies. The work deals only those aspects of their activity that introduced Byzantine
tendencies into the Georgian society and created new spaces of thought. Therefor, we focus
only on the literary material, which was previously known or completely unknown in Georgia,
but as a result of the great creative work of several generations of Georgian translators, this
literature became an organic part of Georgian Medieval culture.

Byzantization affected many genres of ecclesiastical literature in Georgia. First of all, it began
with the liturgy. From the middle of the 10th century, when Byzantium regained its former
positions in the Christian countries of the Middle East, the tendency towards the liturgical
practices of Constantinople naturally intensified. The tendency is confirmed by the first
samples of Georgian liturgical manuscripts created with the Constantinopolitan calendar
structure and repertoire on Mount Sinai and in Jerusalem. At the end of the 10th century (996),
Basil II officially announced the need for the unification of liturgical rules in the Eastern
countries, which posed the threat for the old liturgical traditions of the Eastern Orthodox
churches. But this intention of Constantinople never took an institutional form. The local
churches, therefore, had a choice. For the most part, the central cathedral churches tried to
introduce the Constantinopolian liturgy, which was entirely in their own interests, but in the
peripheral cathedrals and monasteries this process was completely voluntary. Some of the
monasteries consciously preserved the old liturgical practice. For example, the colophon of
one liturgical manuscript (Graz. cod. 2058/4) copied by loane-Zosime reports that a certain
Kvirike specially asked loane-Zosime to copy the text of the Liturgy without any changes for

his monastery.

Euthymius and George the Hagiorites paid special attention to the compilation and translation
of Constantinopolitan liturgical collections. At the end of the 10th century, Euthymius the
Hagiorite translated the "Minor Synaxarion,” and a few decades later George the Hagiorite

translated the "Great Synaxarion" of the Patriarchal Cathedral of Constantinople (Hagia
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Sophia), the most perfect example of the Byzantine liturgy. On Athos, George the Athonite
compiled hymnographic collections of the Constantinople model: Minaion, Parakletike,
Triodion in which hymnographic material was grouped according to the calendar year and
content of church services. These collections eventually replaced the old Iadgars (unified
hymnographic collections), however, these new types of collections included the old, pre-

Athonite repertoire along with the new ones.

The Athonite fathers paid great attention to the correction and revision of the old translations
of the biblical books. They chose cannonically approved texts of Byzantine churches of that
time for comparison. The Athonites also introduced the New Testament exegesis into the
Georgian reality and revised the exegetical models of the Old Testament already translated in

the pre-Athonite period.

When selecting unknown authors or thems, the Athonite literati always took into account the
relevance of the chosen material to the contemporary intellectual circles of Constantinople. It
is known, for example, how popular Gregory the Theologian was among Constantinopolitan
encyclopedists and humanists, but the representatives of these two different directions paid
attention to different aspects in the literary thought of Gregory the Theologian. Whereas in
the 10th century he was glorified as a great figure of the Church - bishop and ascetic, the
greatest supporter of Orthodoxy (e.g. Constantine Porphyrogenitus, St. Nikita of Paphlagonia),
in the 11th century (e.g. Michael Psellos) scholars were admired with the flexibility of his
rhetorical style, depth of thought and artistic skills. These different assessments show how
quickly literary thought and taste were developing in Byzantium at that time, in which
modern Byzantinists see the transition from the culture of Orthodoxy to the "Orthodoxy of
culture". The Georgian literati from Mount Athos, of course, were still far from such nuances
of literary thought, but they felt perfectly well the importance of the author for their readers.
Aparantly, based on these Euthymius the Athonite decided to translate the corpus of the works

of Gregory the Theologian. When translating his homilies, Euthymius, as usual, used the
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method of free translation, designed for unqualified Georgian readers, however, he does not
leave it untranslated and sometimes adds his own theological definitions, at the same time paid

less attention to the rhetorical figures from the original.

Georgian translators got acquainted with Byzantine metaphrastics as early as the 10th century
and translated its individual samples (David Tbeli, Stephan Sananoisdze), and in the 11th
century, the best representatives of all generations of Georgian literati working in Byzantium
translated metaphrasis. In the 80s of this century, the Georgian Hieromonk Theophilos of
Triandaphilou Monastery in Constantinople translated the corpus of metaphrastic readings
(September-December). The influence of the artistic principles of Byzantine metaphrastic
hagiography can be felt on the Georgian writing of the 12th-13th centuries - it enriched the
Georgian literary language with forms of aesthetic expression, paved the way for the artistic
imagination of Georgian writers, discussed compositional issues, approved in their works such
literary themes (for example, the allotation of the Georgian people to the Mother of God),

which were given the ideological weight in those centuries.

The urgent needs of the Georgian Church were also served by the translation of the "the
Journey” of Andrew the Apostle by St. Euthymius of Athonite, which George the Hagiorite
used successfully to defend the autocephalous rights of the Georgian Church before the
assembly convened by Patriarch Theodosius III of Antioch (1057-1059). A few decades later,
a Georgian scholar working at St. Symeon Monastery, Ephrem Mtsire, dedicated an original
historical essay to the same issue on the basis of archival documents kept at the Patriarchal
Library of Antioch. With this, as a scholarly researcher, he armed the Georgians with reliable
sources for the Greeks, who will have to defend the rights of the Georgian church again in the

future.

Translations, such as "Dogmatikon" and "Great Nomocanon" were of great importance for the

Georgian state and public life of the 11th century.
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Getting rid of being accused of heresy brought by the Greeks to the Georgians remained the
main concern of the Athonite figures for a long time. The Georgian Athonite fathers saw the
basis of this accusation in old translations brought from neighboring Armenia, from where the
Monophysite heresy could have been penetrated. The confessional non-acceptance of
Armenians, developted into ethnic non-acceptance, was elevated to the rank of a religious
ideology by the Athonite monks. Therefore, the main principle of the founders of Iviron was
to use only Greek originals for translation. In the 11th century in Georgia the Armenian issue
seems to have been still very relevant. In the 1040s, Bagrat IV specially convenes a assembly
of the Armenian and Georgian clergy, Arsen Saphareli writes an anti-Monophysite treatise,
“On the Separation of the Armenians and Georgians”. At the same time, the realization of the
growing political claims of Georgia required a more flexible religious policy towards neighbors
of different confessions. This required appropriately trained byzantine educated and
experienced officials, knowledgeable in dogmatics. The combination of these circumstances
prepared the ground for the translation of “the Dogmatikon", which became the main
ideological workbook for the Georgian Orthodox Church. Prior to that, Euthymius the
Hagiorite compiled a compilation collection - "Odegos". Its composition, selection principles
and sequence of material selection are undoubtedly intended for the beginner reader - it
explains the essence of Orthodoxy, provides the history of heresies and their exposure. Dogmas
are fully explained, which introduce the reader to the essence of triadological and
Christological doctrines. The "Odegos" prepared the ground for the translation of the
"Dogmatikon" - a guidebook for wider cognitive assignments. In the last quarter of the 11th
century, it was translated by Arsen Vachesdze, a Georgian scholar with Constantinopolitan
education. The “Dogmatikon"compiles theological and philosophical knowledge and polemical
writings of various authors against Judaism, Islam and Christian heresies. For this reason, the
writings of Nicetas Stethatos (1015-1090), the 11th century a Byzantine author, hieromonk of
the Stoudios Monastery, included in the "Dogmatikon" are of special value. The composition

of "Dogmatikon", its polemical pathos, provided the Georgian society with contemporary
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Byzantine knowledge of the dogmatic bases of world religions and the worldview of the
peoples professing them, taught the art of polemic —equipped the readers with logical tools to

defend the positions of Orthodoxy, and strengthened its religious self-awareness.

In the close of the 10th century, St. Euthymius the Hagiorite translated the collection of
canonical (ecclestiastic law) content "Minor Nomocanon”. The decrees included in the
collection significantly regulated the legal practice of the Church, but it only determined
separate cases, not the legal policy of the Church and the State in general. Later, at the end of
the century, Arsen Iqaltoeli (Arsen of Iqalto) translated the "Great Nomocanon," which was
one of the main expressions of Byzantine universalism and a great civilizational achievement
of the Roman heritage. In Georgia, it really created a legal basis for the elimination of law
violations accumulated in the bosom of the church and for the normalization of church life,
that was reflected in the resolutions of the local church Council of Ruis-Urbnis at the

beginning of the 12th century.

In the last third of the 11th century, Ephrem Mtsire, the best representative of the
Hellenophile direction of the Georgian translation school, a translator of wide erudition,
scholar, philologist and grammarian, raised the art of Georgian translation on an entirely new
heights - meticulously preserving the depth of the content and the sophistication of the
rhetorical style. At the same time, Ephrem was always thinking about the Georgian reader, to
whom he offered a system of commentaries to help him understand the text. Commentaries -
is a separate genre of Byzantine writing, which required a special graphical decoration, so that
the reader could easily distinguish the commentaries of the author from the main text.
Commentaries allowed the editors or translators to express their individual approaches and
alternative opinions more boldly, which encouraged free thinking, required definitions of
cognitive categories and refinement of argumentation. Ephrem, in addition to translating the
Homilies of one of the most popular authors in Byzantine educated circles, Gregory the

Theologian, enriched them with grammatical, textological-philological, naturalistic and
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mythological comments. Through commentaries, Ephrem introduces the reader to the
contemporary Byzantine scientific views, thereby guiding his mind towards understanding the

diversity of the world.

At the turn of the 10th and 11th centuries, the translation of "the Revelation" by John the
Evangelist was a great innovation for the Georgian society. This work of apocalyptic content,
translated by Euthymius the Athonite, corresponded exactly to the mood of the contemporary
Byzantine society, when people living at the edge of two millennia were surrounded by
collective anxiety waiting for the end of the world. Apocalyptic motifs were known to
Georgian readers from works of various genres, especially from historiography, hagiography
and separate episodes of translated apocrypha foretelling the world, but none of them had the
apocalyptic "logic" that was intensively expressed in "the Revelation". Thus, "the Revelation"
made the Georgian readers acquainted with the model of thinking that was generally
characteristic for the medieval society, the echo of which we find already two centuries later

in the original Georgian historical writings of the times of the Mongolian times.

Researchers of the history of Byzantine literature consider the turn of the 10th and 11th
centuries as a period of formation of a new paradigm in Byzantine culture. Poetry is seen to be
a symptom of these great transformations, which moved Byzantine elite culture "from the age
of classicism and encyclopedism to the era of humanism and Hellenism, from which it never
looked back again". The Byzantine poetry of this time combined different categories of poetic
approaches, however including radically different from each other: heroic-romantic epos (e.g.,
Digenes Akritas) or the feeling of mystical union with God (Symeon the New Theologian) or
the so-called Gnomic poetry — small verses of didactic-moral content. Ephrem Mtsire (the
Lesser) also translated non-liturgical poetry at the end of the 11th century. These are the poems
of Gregory of Nazianzus, echo of which Byzantinists see in the hymns of Symeon the New
Theologian. Ephrem's great interest in such poetry is evident in his own iambics, which he

attaches to the collections translated by him. As it is proved, the interest towards the non-
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liturgic poetry in Georgia was not fainted even after Ephrem. Non-liturgical poetry (the
confessional hymns of Gregory the Theologian, moral maxims expressed in small verses, the
so-called aporites, the rhymed calendar, etc.) in the 12th and 13th centuries was translated in
Georgia at the literary school of Gelati. Of course, the introduction of such poetry into
Georgian literature gradually advanced individual human perceptions, as a great worldview

innovation.

Always focused on the Georgian reader, Georgian translators selected the appropriate method
for translation. Therefore, they developed the art of translation step by step, from simple to
complex. In the last decades of the 11th century, Georgian Hellenophile (first of all, Ephrem
Mtsire) brought the translation as close as possible to the standards of Byzantine literary and
theoretical thought and suplimented the text with commentaries. This would certainly lead to

produce a new readership for "the Greek scholarship" in Georgia.

As a result, some authors were re-translated in the 11th century. Among them are John of
Damascus, the systematizer of Christian theology and the founder of Christian historicism, as
well as Gregory the Theologian; the authors whose names are associated with the formation

of the medieval system of thought.

Like the Alexandrian and Cappadocian theologians of the late antiquity, the 11th century
Byzantine intellectuals (Mauropodis, Psellos, Italus) returned to "External Wisdom" to explore
the relationship between antiquity and Christianity. They showed particular interest in the
Neoplatonists (Plotinus, Porphyry, Iamblichus), before whom Michael Psellos could not hide
his admiration. At the end, he mentions Proclus, with whom he finally "established himself."
The sharply negative attitude of Georgian writers towards "External Wisdom" is well known
in the 10th century Georgian literature (Giorgi Merchule). Even the Athonite fathers showd

no interest in it, as they believed that Georgian readers were not ready for it.

At the end of the 11th century, Ephrem Mtsire re-translated the epoch-making philosophical

work "The Fountain of Wisdom" by John of Damascus (before this work had been translated
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three times: by Euthymius the Athonite, Ephrem Mtsire and Arsen Iqaltoeli). In the first part
of the work - "Dialectics" - Damascene presented the importance of the greatest philosopher
of antiquity, Aristotle, and his Neoplatonic commentators (Porphyry, Ammonius Hermeias)
for the philosophical foundation of Christian theology. In the introduction to the translation,
Ephrem warns the reader that the translation was "from the philosophical scholarship of
external books" and quite difficult to translate it into our language ("allowing in our language"),
as the philosophical book has not yet been translated into Georgian. Therefore, he urges the
readers and writers not to be intimidated by the difficulty and not to miss anything, because
if "we tirelessly read, the door of understanding will surely open." At the same time, he highly
recommends to study philosophy well, as only with knowledge “the sons of the church” will
be able to oppose “the external/pagan phylosophers and kill them with their own arrows”.
With such admonition of Ephrem Mtsire, the Georgian readers began to understand the main
purpose of the teachings of the ancient philosophers (the technique of logical argumentation),

Christian authors attributed to him.

In the same period, Ephrem Mtsire translated a theological-philosophical work of late
antiquity, the corpus of Areopagitus based on the ideas of Neoplatonism (the influence of these
works on literate Georgian society is clearly proved by "The Knight in the Panther’s Skin"). In
the process of translating and commenting “Dialectics” by John of Damascus and its
Neoplatonic sources, an orderly formal-semantic system of Georgian philosophical-theological
and theological-dogmatic terminology was formed. Already at the next stage, loane Petritsi
created an original philosophical doctrine, which he applied in the form of commentaries to
the translation of “The Elements of Theology” by Proclus Diadochos, an Athenian
Neoplatonist the 5th century. His original approach stands out among the commentators of
Proclus’s philosophy of any era for its profound access to the subject. Petritsi was the first, who
attempted to unify human wisdom and compose Christian philosophy on the basis of
Neoplatonism. Philosophical commentaries of loane Petritsi transported the intellectual

Georgian reader to the richest world of late antique philosophy, which nourished the greatest
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Byzantine authors of the 11th and 12th centuries. Scholars assume that loane Petritsi, as a
disciple of John Italus, experienced persecution, like his philosopher teacher. From Mangana,
he can be seen settled in the Petritsoni monastery, then - on the Black Mount, from where, at

the invitation of Davit Agmashenebeli, he came to Georgia.

Philosophical and pedagogical activity of Ioane Petritsi in Georgia took place mainly in the
12th century, but the Petritsi phenomenon itself is a product of the intellectual movement of
the 11th century. The logical structure, language and style of loane Petritsi's original
philosophical commentaries speculate his researchers that Petritsi was preparing a course of

lecture for the students of the newly opened Gelati theological and literary School.

The 11th century - is the age of the rise of Georgian translation culture, during this time it
went through several stages of development from free translation to the most imprecise
Hellenophile translation. At the end of the century, the Georgian reader was already equipped
with theological and scientific concepts, philosophical comments and the art of argumentation
with "External Wisdom" (pagan philosophical schools); the reader was already able to absorb
Byzantine higher education and defend his country and faith from the positions of Byzantine

theological, dogmatic or canonical writings.

Yuri Lotman's expression: "Dialogue of Cultures" can be freely applied to the creative path
taken step by step by the Georgian translators of the 11th century. This is what he calls
consciously measured cultural influences, when the receiving party step by step takes from the
sending party as much as it can assimilate. In Georgian reality, the edge of the 11th-12th
centuries became the limit when the "receiving" side was already fully able to creatively utilize

the "sending" side.

Finally, we turn back to the strong cultural flow from the Christian Middle East that
underpinned the Georgian Christian culture of the early Middle Ages. To what extent did the
intellectual Georgian society of the 11th century retain it? We find the answer to this question

in the figurative expression dedicated to Gelati by the author of "the Life of David
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Agmashenebeli": "This, before you is the second Jerusalem of the East, for learning of all kind,
intended for teaching, another Athens, the most excellant in the divine rights...". The
historian, of course, does not mention Jerusalem and Athens as an external jewelry to the word.
These two cultural orientations complement each other in his imagination as a synthesis of

these two powerful cultural tributaries.

A number of facts testify the mutual influence of these cultural streams. The Georgian
translations created on Mount Athos circulated not only in Georgia, but also in the monasteries
of Antioch and Jerusalem. The Tao-Klarjeti monasteries, having close ties with Mount Athos
and Antioch-Jerusalem, often acted as an intermedium, but there are many proved cases when
the liturgical collections of the Constantinopolitan edition were first copied in Jerusalem and
only then reached Georgia. The dynamic development of this process led to the convergence
of liturgical traditions, which was determined by the spirit of the era itself. The people of the
Christian East, surrounded by the Byzantine orbit, were well aware that the process of
emancipation of their own languages required adoption of Byzantine writing standard. It was
the requirement of the age and was used to protect their cultural identity. Of course, this did
not mean complete unification of ecclesiastic writings and regulations. Liturgical collections
reflecting mixed (Byzantine-Jerusalem) traditions continued to exist in the Christian Middle
Eastern countries and in Byzantium itself. They coexisted, influenced each other and changed,
the liturgies of synthetic origin appeared. The same happened in Georgia. For example, in the
first quarter of the 12th century, David Agmashenebeli at the Shio-Mgvime Monastery
established the Sabbaite Typicon for his new church, in which the Constantinopolitan
elements were abundantly shared. At the same time, the ancient liturgies were also preserved
- for example, the Jacobite Liturgy was used by both the Greeks (Sinai Gr. 1040, XIV) and the
Georgians (Vatican Borgia Geo. 7) in the 13th-14th centuries.

The same coexistence of traditions is even more visible in the fine arts of the 11th century - in

monumental painting, icons, manuscript illumination or the rules of text organization.
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In some icons and wall painting examples, signs of Byzantinism are revealed - Byzantine
enamel appears in the decoration of icons; In wall painting — a tendency to fully decorate the
interior and hierarchical placement of images, strengthening common ideological accents,
elements of Hellenophile aesthetics in the proportions and poses of figures. In general, the
techniques of image modeling, etc. are being progressed. In parallel to this new aesthetic
traditional facade sculpture is visible, though different from the Hellenophile standard, with
flat, entire images it sometimes freely coexisted on the same monument with Hellenophile

voluminous forms.

A vivid example of such a coexistence of styles is the images of the Elevation of the Cross
painted on the domes of the churches, which occupied the place of the expected Pantocrator
even in cases where the painting of the whole temple follows the metropolitan artistic style
(e.g.: Ateni Sioni Church). The theme of the Elevation of the Cross is traditional in the
iconography and liturgical writings of the Christian East, from where it firmly established itself
in Georgian thought. The image of the Cross and the liturgical feasts related to the Cross, as
well as the local versions of the Elevation of the Cross included in the chronicles “the
Conversion of Kartli” nourished the religious identity of the Georgian people for centuries, as
a convincing evidence of the direct origin of Christianity in Georgia from Jerusalem, and,
obviously, it had not lost its vitality even during the Byzantine Commonwealth.

The Hellenophile ("metropolitan") style can be seen in the arrangement of the Evangelists’
miniatures and their iconography in the Gospel illustrations. Here, according to the Byzantine
tradition, the images of the Evangelists precede the chapters of the Gospels, their standing
positions are replaced by sitting positions; plot episodes multiply; The technique of modeling
figures, etc. is refined.

The Hellenophile influence is even more vivid in the rules of organizing the text of a
manuscript: the abundance of explanatory concepts in manuscripts of exegetical, scholastic or
dogmatic genres led to changes in the structure of the book: at this time, the structuring

elements of the Byzantine book: preface, table of contents, placing comments and lexical units
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on margins apart from the text and the system of punctuation marks were introduced. Such a
change in the structure of the book clearly testifies to the emergence of a "new reader" and the
translator's attempt to adapt to his needs. At the same time, next to such manuscripts, some of
them were still re-copied in the traditional form without any references.

The coexistence of two cultural streams, though in different portions, is definitely expressed
in the original Georgian hagiography and historiography of the 11th century. The strongest
influence of Byzantinism can be felt in metaphrasic editions of the lives of St. Euthymius and
St. George the Athonites, Hilarion the Georgian and St. Nino. As for “Kartlis Tskhovreba”
("The Kartlis Tskhovreba,") it remains as a typical example of Christian Middle Eastern
historiography.

The coexistence of different literary trends in the 11th century Georgia is most clearly

expressed in the original hagiography and historiography of the century.

The "Lives" of the great fathers of the Georgian Monastery of Mount Athos, St. Euthymius and
St. George the Athonites, were created in the Iviron Monastery of Athos. Both are dedicated
to the monks who established the ideal of Byzantine education in Georgia. This ideal can be
expressed by paraphrasing the words of Giorgi Mtsire (Giorgi the Minor): "Georgian in origin
- Greek by education." Greek education no longer meant the anonymity of the author,
highlighted the reliability of the narration, that was based on witnesses and documentarity;
the merits of the hero of hagiography was seen in the high civil and national mission. With
these signs, the "Lives" of the Athonite fathers resemble ancient biographies, in which the

individualism of the hero, his personal will and subjective moods are not leveled.

In the introduction to the "Lives" of the Athonite fathers, there are very few extensive
theological passages typical to the prefaces of the hagiography of the Christian East, instead,
the purpose, tasks and method of the work are justified by didactic indications, which strongly

resembles the biographies of the ancient period.
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Both "Lives" offer us a new paradigm of Christian merit - which equates translators with
educators. Obviously, it implies that the translators-educators overcome the “faults” of the
Georgian language, raising it to a new level. The patronage of the Georgian language and the
translator is expressed by the miraculous appearences of the Mother of God in both "Lives",
which indicate the great upcoming mission of future translators and the excellence of the
Georgian people and the Georgian language. The idea of the protection of the Mother of God
strengthened the belief of the divine legitimacy of the Georgian language and thus glorified

the translator's activity as a divine labor.

In the second half of the 11th century, the corpus of "Kartlis Tskhovreba" was created, which
combined historical chronicles of different times and lives of the kings. At first, the political
adventure of the Kartli Kingdom since 3 BC to the time of Leonti Mroveli, the compiler and
editor of the collection was narrated (over the time historiographical material until the 14th
century was added). The historiographic concept of "Kartlis Tskhovreba" is completely based
on the idea of religious historicism of the Middle Ages, which was characteristic of the
historiographical tradition of the Christian East, and prevailed in Byzantine chronography in
the 8th-9th centuries. Like them, the main compositional axis in "Kartlis Tskhovreba" goes
through the story of the kings' activities. Specially selected reports about the most important
military-political and religious events in the country are collected in them. "Kartlis
Tskhovreba" does not recognize dates, instead they are represented by the succession of the
kings. The editor pays special attention to the right of linking anonymous sources used to

create the effect of continuity of historical time.

Although "Kartlis Tskhovreba" is typologically completely differente from the contemporary
Byzantine historiography, in its introductory part a hidden polemic with the ideology of
Byzantinism can be felt. The introduction to "Kartlis Tskhovreba", which, like the
chronographs of the Middle Ages, is dedicated to the confirmation of the biblical origin of the

Georgian people, but in this genealogical passage, the common ethnogenetic concept of the
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Georgian people and the peoples of the Caucasus is embedded. Thus, in the introduction to
"Kartlis Tskhovreba" a kind of "Caucasian project" is presented, the concept of which is in a
way opposed to the imperial ("commonwealth") concept of Constantinople, which declared
the supreme rights of the emperor over the Christian countries of the Caucasus. Leonti
Mroveli's description of the reforming activities of the first king of Kartli, Farnavaz (3 BC), the
creation of the Georgian alphabet and the expression of the state status of the Georgian
language can be considered as an echo of the hidden polemic with Byzantium. With the
"historical argument" presented in this way, Leonti Mroveli "justified" the state legitimacy of
the Georgian language in the distant past and made this information a part of the collective

memory.

The 11th century is truly a remarkable era in the history of medieval Georgia. It was a century
of defense against Byzantine expansionism and at the same time of assimilation of the cultural
trends of Byzantium, which prepared an ideological support for the independence of the newly
united Georgian monarchy. The most creative forces of the Georgian monkhood of the century
expanded the religious-cognitive and functional area of using the Georgian literary language
through the translation of the first-class monuments of Byzantine writing and declared the
Georgian language as the main marker of national identity. At the same time, the Georgian
state and the church maintained lively contacts with the Christian Middle East, from where
their religious identity and historical memory were constantly nourished. The Georgian
culture of the 11th century is characterized by the coexistence of these two cultural flows -
ancient Palestine-Jerusalem and Byzantinism, whose organic synthesis was revealed later in

the Georgian literature and art of the 12th-13th centuries.
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