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BY MESSENGER STAFF

A ccording to the organiza
tion, the right to human life is pro-

tected by Article 10 of the Constitution of
Georgia. According to the European Con-
vention on Human Rights, “every
person’s right to life is protected by law”,
and the government has a positive obli-
gation to protect life.

The organization states that during one
of the similar facts, it was explained in
the case that in order to avoid the risk of
a landslide, the government is obliged to
take appropriate preventive measures
and have an effective response to protect
people’s right to life.

“In the mentioned case, since the gov-
ernment failed to provide an adequate
preventive and emergency response, ac-
cording to the decision of the European
Court of Human Rights, the state was
ordered to compensate the victim for
material and moral damages,” the orga-
nization said.

The Human Rights Center calls upon
the investigative bodies to conduct the in-
vestigation objectively, thoroughly and ef-
fectively, so that in case of identifying the
fault of the relevant state agencies, all
persons involved in the crime are held ac-
countable.

The organization considers it impor-
tant to conduct the investigative process
in such a way as to answer all questions
of high public interest, including:

1. What preventive works were
carried out in order to avoid the
tragedy?

According to Article 36 of the Civil Se-
curity Law of Georgia, the Emergency
Situations Management Service coordi-
nates the functioning of the national sys-
tem and is responsible for planning and
implementing policies in the field of civil
security.

Additionally, according to the Law of

Human Rights Center Addresses Shovi Disaster,
Calls for Accountability and Transparency

be implemented in the entire territory of
Georgia, on which the relevant service of
the Ministry of Environment Protection
and Agriculture would work.

Therefore, it should be determined
through the emergency early warning
system why the landslide could not be pre-
dicted in advance, whether the river bed
was changed artificially, and whether the
water in the Buba River was being low-
ered and flooded.

3. Were the equipment necessary
for rescue operations mobilized too
late?

According to Article 23 of the Law on
Civil Security of Georgia, the authority

delegated to the municipality in the field
of protection of the population and terri-
tory from an emergency situation is to
ensure the constant readiness of the rel-
evant response forces during an emer-
gency situation. Accordingly, the inves-
tigation should assess whether it was
possible to save people’s lives if rescue op-
erations were conducted promptly.

4. Are the survivors and missing
people recorded in the respective
lists and the search operations con-
ducted wisely?

The authorities have not made public
the list of missing and rescued people,
which creates uncertainty, especially in
cases where the missing person is a citi-
zen of a foreign country and is not being
searched for by family members. Addi-
tionally, if the lists were published, citi-
zens would be able to provide accurate
information that would be helpful in de-
termining the total number of missing
persons, increasing public awareness,
and rationally conducting relevant search
operations.

5. In order to effectively deal with
the consequences of the disaster,
would the assistance of other coun-
tries be vital?

It is important to find out if additional
resources were needed to carry out res-
cue operations. Among them are equip-
ment from other countries and whether
the relevant agencies have conducted
negotiations in this regard.

It is important to hold all relevant
agencies and officials accountable in the
event that the response to a natural di-
saster was ineffective or if it is established
that state agencies had the opportunity
to anticipate a natural disaster and imple-
ment preventive measures as much as
possible, including by informing the
population, which would curtail the ca-
sualties.

Georgia On Environmental Protection,
the competence of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment Protection and Agriculture of
Georgia includes the implementation of
the state policy in the field of environ-
mental protection and the overall coordi-
nation of the environmental monitoring
system. Therefore, it is important to ana-
lyze whether there was an appropriate
policy planned for the protection of civil-
ian security in Shovi.

According to Article 39 of the Law On
Civil Security, in order to reduce the risk
of an emergency situation, the emergency
management service is tasked with the
constant identification, analysis, assess-
ment of risk, planning and implementa-
tion of preventive measures and projects
by the bodies of the state government,
autonomous republics and municipalities
and public In cooperation with legal enti-
ties of law and private law. Accordingly,
it should be determined whether the risks
in Shove were constantly being controlled
and why the relevant agencies failed to
take a preventive response when citizens
were talking about the mentioned prob-
lems as early as 2020.

2. Was the emergency early warn-
ing system functioning?

According to Article 4 of the Decree of
the Government of Georgia On the Ap-
proval of the Regulations of the Emer-
gency Situations Management Service,
the function of the Emergency Situations
Management Service is to organize the
creation and development of an early no-
tification system about an expected or
actual emergency situation, to collect and
process the necessary data within the
framework of the early notification sys-
tem.

In addition, according to the announce-
ment made by the current Vice Prime
Minister of Georgia in 2018, in 2021, for
the purpose of taking preventive mea-
sures, an early warning system should
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Ministry of Health Announces
Comprehensive Financing for

All Cancer Patients
According to the Ministry of Health,

the treatment of all cancer patients in
the country will be financed.

According to the Ministry of Health,
hormone therapy, chemotherapy, radia-
tion therapy and medicines will be fi-
nanced for all cancer patients through-
out the country. Ac-
cording to the Minis-
try, the treatment of
oncological diseases
within the annual limit
of 25,000 GEL will be
equally accessible to all
beneficiaries, regard-
less of income, through
the universal
healthcare program.

Accordingly, the fi-
nancing will also apply
to those patients whose

annual income is more than 40,000 GEL
- before the change, these services were
not financed for them. The mentioned
treatments will also be financed for the
insured veterans.

According to the agency, the govern-
ment of Georgia has already approved the
change.

“We think that this change will sig-
nificantly improve and equalize access to
cancer treatments - chemotherapy, radia-
tion therapy, hormone therapy and those
that are the most effective and recom-
mended by modern guidelines,” said the
Deputy Minister of Health, Tamar
Gabunia.
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Weather

Thursday, August 10

Day Clear
High: 38°C

Night  Clear
Low: 24°C

Friday, August 11

Day Clear
High: 38°C

Night  Clear
Low: 24°C
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BY MALKHAZ MATSABERIZE

The task of meeting the 12
recommendations required

to attain EU membership can-
didate status has posed a chal-
lenge for the Georgian authori-
ties. One year after receiving
these recommendations, the
Georgian Dream party acknowl-
edges that certain recommenda-
tions are unclear and require
further clarification.

Recently, the Georgian Dream
confidently announced that al-
most all of the recommendations
given for obtaining candidate
status for EU membership have
been fulfilled. For example, on
May 30, Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili, during his speech
in the Parliament of Georgia,
stated that 11 of the 12 recom-
mendations of the European
Commission have already been
implemented, and only one rec-
ommendation - reduction of po-
larization - cannot be imple-
mented, as he said, because of
the “irresponsible opposition.”

The European Commission’s
assessment of the situation is
different. In the interim report
published in June, it is noted
that Georgia has fully imple-
mented only three of the 12 rec-
ommendations: 1. Recommenda-
tion related to gender equality,
fight against violence against
women 2. Appointment of a pub-
lic defender and 3. Pro-active
consideration of the decisions of
the European Court of Human

Georgian Dream Faces Challenges with EU Membership
Recommendations: Uncertain Path Forward

Rights during consideration by
Georgian courts. In addition,
according to the European
Commissioner’s assessment,
Georgia has made partial
progress in fulfilling 7 recom-
mendations. Two more recom-
mendations are unfulfilled.

After the assessment made by
the European Commission, the
Georgian Dream no longer talks
about the “11 implemented rec-
ommendations.” According to
Irakli Kobakhidze, the chairman
of the Georgian Dream, every-
thing that could be done by the
end of June was done, and the
three recommendations are un-
clear as to what the European
Union requires and ‘more spe-
cifics’ are needed from the EU
side. In particular, the Georgian
authorities consider it unclear
what is meant by the demand
for court reform and what is
meant by de-oligarchization.
“When they tell us that de-
oligarchization is necessary, they
should specify who the oligarchs
are. We are interested in what
the European Union thinks,”
said Kobakhidze.

One of the European parlia-
mentarians specified earlier that
de-oligarchization means freeing
the government from the influ-
ence of Bidzina Ivanishvili and
explained that ‘de-
oligarchization’ means
‘debidzinization’. Such an expla-
nation is categorically unaccept-
able for the ruling Georgian
Dream. The representatives of

the ruling party claim that
Bidzina Ivanishvili is only a pa-
tron and in no case falls under
the law of de-oligarchization,
which was prepared according to
the Ukrainian model and was
rejected by the Venice Commis-
sion.

Such an explanation is cat-
egorically unacceptable for the
ruling Georgian Dream. The
government representatives
claim that Bidzina Ivanishvili is
only a patron and in no case falls
under the law of de-
oligarchization, which was pre-
pared according to the Ukrai-
nian model and was rejected by
the Venice Commission.

What Kobakhidze says about
“not understanding the direction
for de-oligarchization” essentially
means the following - the Euro-
pean Commission will either re-
move the demand for de-
oligarchization altogether, or
they will implement a law devel-
oped according to the Ukrainian
model and start looking for oli-
garchs behind unwanted opposi-
tion parties, and this will hap-
pen before the upcoming elec-
tions.

The situation with regard to
judicial reform is similar. The
essence of the court reform is to
have a court that is actually in-
dependent of the government,
otherwise, Stalin also claimed
that the court is independent and
no one interferes in its decisions.
The EU request will probably be
reduced to the staffing of the

Council of Justice.
The statement about “unclear

recommendations” made one
year after the adoption of the
recommendations of the Euro-
pean Commission is strange. It
is not yet known what the EU’s
response will be, or if there will
be one at all. In fact, as experts
point out, there is nothing in-
comprehensible in the recom-
mendations of the European
Union and, most importantly, if
there is a corresponding politi-
cal will, they can be implemented
in a short time.

For example, the implemen-
tation of the recommendation on
depolarization will actually be
ensured by the restoration of the
agreement reached between the
government and the opposition,
brokered by Charles Michel.
Implementation of 12 recom-
mendations of the European
Union in the remaining time
until October is quite possible,
but their implementation essen-
tially means the end of the Geor-
gian Dream’s ruling. That is
why the actual implementation
of recommendations is delayed
and we see partial implementa-
tion and imitation of implemen-
tation.

Despite the unfulfilled recom-
mendations, some of the experts
and politicians still hope that
taking into account the geopoliti-
cal situation, Georgia will still
be given candidate status, sub-
ject to certain conditions and a
list of recommendations to be

implemented, to which the de-
mand for the 2024 parliamen-
tary elections to be held demo-
cratically and fairly can be
added.

The Georgian Dream is ready
both to be rejected by the Euro-
pean Union and to receive the
status of a candidate and will use
both scenarios for electoral pur-
poses. In case of refusal, they
will talk about the “injustice of
the West”, which oppresses Geor-
gia for “maintaining peace” and
“not opening a second front” to
Russia. The Anti-Western rheto-
ric will intensify, further dis-
tancing the country from the
West.

If Georgia does receive the sta-
tus, the government will speak
about their achievements, the
‘injustice’ shown earlier by the
West, continuing the anti-West-
ern policy, given that they have
been making it work in their
favor.

Determining the preferable
outcome for the opposition is a
complex task. The scenario
where Georgia achieves the sta-
tus seems more favorable, as it
would necessitate the Georgian
government being accountable to
the West. This accountability
would extend to aspects like the
conduct of the impending parlia-
mentary elections. The outcome
of the 2024 parliamentary elec-
tions holds significant weight in
this matter.

The European Bank for Re
construction and Develop-

ment (EBRD) is continuing to
support capital market develop-
ment in Georgia by participat-
ing in the first sustainability-
linked bond (SLB) in the
Caucasus. The Bank is invest-
ing US$25 million in Georgia
Capital’s (GCAP) US$150 mil-
lion corporate bond, which is also
the country’s largest ever corpo-
rate offering.

GCAP will primarily use the
proceeds to refinance its existing
Eurobonds, to enhance the ro-
bustness of its capital manage-
ment and to boost its investment
capabilities. As set out in the

underlying SLB framework, the
issue is also in line with GCAP’s
net-zero ambitions; the company
has committed to reducing CO2
emissions across its businesses
by 20 per cent by end 2027.

The EBRD has a long-stand-
ing relationship with GCAP and
has engaged with it and its sub-
sidiaries on a number of occa-
sions. GCAP is a holding com-
pany for a diversified group of
businesses operating in sectors
including healthcare services,
retail pharmacies, insurance and
renewable energy.

The EBRD has invested al-
most €5 billion in Georgia to date
through 286 projects, with 82
per cent of those in the private
sector. The Bank’s key areas of
investment include the financial
sector, sustainable infrastruc-
ture and small and medium-
sized enterprises.

(euneighbourseast.eu)

EBRD invests US$25 million in sustainability-linked bond in Georgia


