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Joseph Borrell Emphasizes Serious Reforms
as Crucial for Georgia’s EU Candidacy During

By LizA MCHEDLIDZE

During his first official visit to Geor-
gia, Josep Borrell, the High Repre-
sentative of the European Union for For-
eign Affairs and Security Policy, held a
press conference during which he stated
that the European Union’s door remains
open to Georgia. However, he emphasized
that substantial effort is required on this
journey, and there is still a considerable
amount of work that needs to be accom-
plished in Georgia. According to him, EU
membership is a serious commitment,
and candidate status is not automatically
granted; it must be earned through ‘seri-
ous reforms’.

Regarding the 12 priorities, Borrell
emphasized that in Georgia’s case, the
efforts to fulfill these 12 priorities are not
directed at pleasing Brussels or satisfy-
ing EU member states. Instead, the ulti-
mate goal is to improve the quality of life
for the citizens of Georgia.

The EU High Representative also em-
phasized the importance of unity on the
journey towards the EU, stating, “All
actors need to work together construc-
tively and remain united; unity is more
important than ever.”

According to Borrell, he observed numer-
ous European Union flags in Thilisi and
acknowledged that 80% of the country’s
population desires to join the European
Union. Therefore, he expressed his grati-
tude to those individuals who are actively
safeguarding Georgia’s European future.

“Because in a few weeks, the EU will
consider the next steps in Georgia’s ac-
cession to the EU path, and for the first
time, the important Georgia progress as
an enlargement country I want to be very
clear in that important moment, the EU
door is open to Georgia and EU is com-
mitted to support Georgia on its path to-
wards EU membership.

To be frank, there is still quite a bit of

work to be done. In Georgia’s case, these
are the 12 priorities that need to be ful-
filled, as set out in European Commis-
sion opinion, and the hard work deliver-
ing on these 12 priorities is not to please
Brussels, it’s not to make people happy
in Brussels, or to member states of the
EU, ultimately, is to improve the lives of
the Georgian citizens, living up to the
overwhelming EU aspirations of the
Georgia people. I see a lot of EU flags on
the streets of this city and you know that

His First Official Visit to Thilisi

80% of the Georgian people support be-
ing a member of the EU.

Let me express my appreciation to all
those who stand up for the European fu-
ture for Georgia, Accession is a national
task, all actors need to work together con-
structively, and united, unity is more
important than ever,” the EU High Rep-
resentative stated.

As part of his first official visit to Geor-
gia, he will discuss Georgia’s progress to-
wards European integration and broader

foreign policy and regional issues. During
the visit, Joseph Borell will meet with the
President of Georgia, Salome
Zourabichvili, and also with the Prime
Minister of Georgia, Irakli Gharibashvili.
A joint press conference will be held after
the meeting with Gharibashvili.

Borrell will also hold a meeting with
Georgia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ilia
Darchiashvili, and meetings with all po-
litical parties represented in the Georgian
parliament are scheduled.

Ilia Darchiashvili Highlights Borrell’s Visit as a Signal of Georgia’s

Commitment to Peace and Security Ami

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Georgia, Ilia
Darchiashvili, informed report-
ers before the start of the visit
by the High Representative of
the European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Jo-
seph Borrell, that this visit car-
ries special significance.

According to Darchiashvili,
the government of Georgia wel-
comed Borrell quite firmly be-
cause they have done a lot of
work in the direction of 12 pri-
orities and have fulfilled the ob-
ligations.

“The visit will undoubtedly
provide new impetus, on one
hand, to the relations between
Georgia and the European
Union, and, on the other hand,

d Regional Challenges

it will have a significant impact
on relevant decisions,” said Ilia
Darchiashvili.

Darchiashvili emphasized that
Joseph Borrell’s visit carries a
significant message, underscor-
ing Georgia’s focus on ‘peace and
security’ in response to the cur-
rent situation in the region.

In response to a question
about the number of recommen-
dations that have been imple-
mented, Darchiashvili noted
that instead of discussing spe-
cific numbers, he suggested
waiting until October when the
report will be issued.

“We're saying that our coun-
try stands quite firmly in the
direction of the recommenda-
tions,” he stated.
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He stated that when it comes
to the implementation of the de-

polarization recommendation,

it’s challenging to definitively

claim its full implementation.
“When discussing the imple-

mentation of recommendations,
one key aspect is depolarization,
and it’s quite challenging to de-
finitively assert its fulfillment.

This issue necessitates concrete
actions from all involved parties.
The Georgian authorities have
taken numerous steps towards

depolarization, but there are par-
ticipants in this process who do
not want it,” Darchiashvili said.
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President Zourabichvili
Affirms Commitment to
Upholding Georgia’s
Constitution
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The President of Georgia,
Salome Zourabichvili, conveyed
in her address to the public that
everyone should abandon the
idea of her resignation. She af-
firmed her commitment to ful-
filling her constitutional obliga-
tion, which involves being where
she i1s supposed to be and going
wherever her duties require.

Zourabichvili added that her
accountability is solely to the
Georgian society since they
elected her, and she feels a deep
sense of responsibility for the
trust they have placed in her.

“That’s why I'm not going
anywhere. I believe everyone
should abandon the idea of my
resignation. I am here where I
am, and I will fulfill my respon-
sibilities wherever they lead be-
cause it is my highest constitu-
tional obligation. I uphold the
constitution of this country. I
took this oath on the day of my
inauguration as the President of
Georgia, and I will remain faith-
ful to this oath until the end.
This means that the constitu-
tion, which guides us, and which
I also accepted when changes
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were made to it, mandates that
all Georgian institutions do ev-
erything in their power to pro-
mote European integration. I
consider this my highest and
foremost obligation,” the Presi-
dent of Georgia stated.
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Ilia Darchiashvili:
President Zourabich-
vili’s Impeachment Is

Unrelated to Georgia’s
EU Future

When discussing the im-
peachment of President
Zourabichvili, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Ilia
Darchiashvili, emphasized that
the legality of the matter has
been repeatedly clarified and is
explicitly stated in the constitu-
tion. He added that every citi-
zen and responsible individual is
obligated to respect Georgia’s
fundamental law.

“Let’s wait for today’s appeal.
Connecting this issue has noth-
ing to do with the European fu-
ture of Georgia, and I urge you
not to mislead the public. Re-
garding this matter, very clear

statements have been made both
by the Parliament and the
Prime Minister of Georgia.
Therefore, we stand by these
statements. Legally, it has been
explained many times, and it is
clearly written in the Constitu-

tion. Thus, every citizen and
every responsible person is
obliged to respect Georgia’s fun-
damental law. We all have a
duty to respect and comply with
the Constitution of Georgia,” said
Darchiashvili.
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@The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.



