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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The United States has im-
posed sanctions on over 150

individuals worldwide in an ef-
fort to disrupt Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s access to tech-
nology and financial networks
that support the ongoing conflict
in Ukraine. Among those tar-
geted by these sanctions is Otar
Partskhaladze.

In a US State Department
document, Otar Partskhaladze
is referred to as a Georgian-Rus-
sian oligarch. He held the posi-
tion of Prosecutor General of
Georgia for a brief period, from
November 7 to December 30 in
2013.

According to a US State De-
partment document, Otar
Partskhaladze is being sanc-
tioned in response to Russia’s
malign influence on Georgia. He
has been included in the list of
sanctioned individuals due to his
involvement in the consulting
sector of the economy and his ties
to the management of the Rus-
sian Federation. Additionally, he
holds a 50 percent ownership
stake in the consulting compa-
nies MOSCOW BUSINESS
BROKERAGE LLC and INTER-
NATIONAL BUSINESS COR-
PORATION LLC, alongside
Alexander Onishchenko, who
serves as an officer in the Fed-
eral Security Service of Russia.

According to the document,
the Federal Security Service of-
ficer, Onishchenko, is alleged to
have assisted Partskhaladze,
described as an ‘associate,’ in
obtaining a Russian passport
and possibly Russian citizen-
ship. As a result, Partskhaladze
has fully embraced a Russian

US State Department Sanctions Former
Prosecutor General Otar Partskhaladze
for Russia’s Malign Influence on Georgia

identity and frequently travels
to Russia.

Based on the document,
Onishchenko and the Federal
Security Service are using
Partskhaladze to exert a favor-
able influence of Russia on Geor-
gian society and politics. The
document also states that, ac-
cording to reports,

Partskhaladze has received per-
sonal benefits from Onishchenko
and the FSB.

Opposition leaders Levan
Khabeishvili and Elene
Khoshtaria addressed the sanc-
tioning of Otar Partskhaladze.

Levan Khabeishvili, chair-
man of the ‘United National
Movement,’ commented that the

extensive sanctions list indicates
a readiness to hold all of Putin’s
allies accountable. He believes
that the sanctions may soon ex-
tend to the founder of the Geor-
gian Dream, Bidzina Ivanishvili.

At a briefing on September 14,
Elene Khoshtaria, leader of the
‘Droa’ party, viewed the sanc-
tions imposed on Otar

Partskhaladze as an exposure of
the ruling party, stating, “This
is the complete exposure of the
Georgian Dream. It serves as a
significant warning to all those
who undermine the country’s
national interests, support Rus-
sia, and are under the rule of
Bidzina Ivanishvili.”
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The Ministry of Defense of Georgia has
initiated the process of declassifying

agreements related to the air travel of
former President Mikheil Saakashvili, fol-
lowing accusations against Prime Min-
ister Irakli Gharibashvili for using gov-
ernment aircraft for personal purposes.

The Defense Ministry will declassify
the agreements related to the former
president’s travel between 2010 and 2012.

“Due to public interest and media cov-
erage, the Ministry of Defense of Georgia
has initiated the declassification process
for agreements related to the air travel
of former President Mikheil Saakashvili.

The declassification process is being
conducted by the appropriate commission
within the agency, in compliance with the
relevant legislation. This confidentiality
pertains to agreements made between the
Ministry of Defense and Georgian Air-
ways LLC in 2010, 2011, and 2012. It’s
worth noting that, as per the 2012 Min-
isterial order, two contracts between the
Ministry of Defense of Georgia and Geor-
gian Airways LLC have already been de-
classified.

The Ministry of Defense has spent 14
million GEL from its budget to service
these agreements,” the statement reads.

Georgia’s Ministry of Defense Initiates
Declassification of Saakashvili’s 2010-2012

Air Travel Agreements

Georgia’s Ministry of Defense Initiates
Declassification of Saakashvili’s 2010-2012

Air Travel Agreements
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Weather

Friday, September 15

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 25°C

Night  Clear
Low: 15°C

Saturday, September 16

Day Partly Cloudy
High: 26°C

Night  Mostly Cloudy
Low: 15°C
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De-Oligarchization
Action Plan Adopted at

the 68th Session
of Georgia’s EU

Integration Commission

Irakli Gharibashvili, the
Prime Minister of Georgia, led
the 68th session of the European
Union Integration Commission
of Georgia.

According to the press service
of the Prime Minister, a meet-

ing was held in the government
administration where members
of the commission discussed the
prevention of excessive influence
of interests in the political, eco-
nomic, and public life of Geor-
gia. They adopted the so-called
‘de-oligarchization action plan,’
which was developed based on
the recommendations of the

Venice Commission and the Eu-
ropean Union.

“The document comprises a
‘Systematic Approach’ package
of changes with specified dead-
lines for adopting relevant legis-
lative amendments.

The document addresses
seven different directions, in-
cluding anti-corruption, anti-
monopoly, money laundering,
media pluralism, and justice-re-
lated measures.

After receiving the document,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Georgia was advised to engage
in further consultations with
European partners.

When the government re-
ceives the document, the work
process will be transferred to the
Parliament of Georgia,” the press
service of the Prime Minister
stated.

Impeachment Not
Helping Georgia’s Path
to Stability and Strong
State Institutions, says

Pawel Herczynski

Pawel Herczynski, the Eu-
ropean Union Ambassador to
Georgia, emphasized the sig-
nificance of Georgia maintain-
ing stability, strong gover-
nance, and robust institutions.
He refrained from commenting
on the ongoing impeachment
proceedings against the Presi-
dent, emphasizing that, as a
foreign diplomat, he should not

interfere in Georgia’s internal
affairs.

“If you ask me about the on-
going impeachment of the

President, I’m a foreign diplo-
mat. I need to be really careful
because I don’t want to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of
Georgia. What we want – we
want Georgia to be a stable,
strong country with very strong
institutions. So, of course, the
impeachment procedure is not
what is helping Georgia to be-
come a stable, strong, solid
country with strong state insti-

tutions. But again, it’s not for
me to comment,” the ambassa-
dor stated.

Herczynski also highlighted

that the primary focus of his re-
cent meeting with the President
Salome Zourabichvili revolved
around Georgia’s European in-
tegration.

“We were invited together
with all other EU ambassadors
by the president yesterday. And
the main topic of our meeting
was Georgia’s European integra-
tion,” he added.

The European Union Moni-
toring Mission in Georgia

(EUMM) and the Institute for
War and Peace Reporting
(IWPR) have hosted a public
screening of the documentary
film My Links to Abkhazia on 8
September.

The film, directed by Zviad
Mchedlishvili – a journalist of
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
(RFE/RL) – tells the story of a
post-conflict generation that in-
herited a fragile peace following

EUMM screens documentary on Georgian youth attitudes towards Abkhazia

the 1992-1993 war in Abkhazia.
“Focusing on the daily routine

of young people, I tried to delve
deeper into their thoughts and
feelings. In their emotions, I
sometimes heard an echo of the
negative collective memory
passed on them by older genera-
tions,” said the film director,
Zviad Mchedlishvili. According
to him, the young protagonists
of the film have never visited
Abkhazia and have not had fam-
ily ties there but respect the
Abkhaz culture, traditions and
language. “The filming revealed
to me that for the film protago-
nists, Abkhazia is not just a
breakaway region, but a part of
their own identity,” Zviad
Mchedlishvili added.

The film was screened in the

Knowledge Café in Tsnori as
part of EUMM’s outreach efforts
to encourage regional audiences
to participate in the ongoing
2023 edition of the EUMM Spe-
cial Prize for Peace Journalism.

My links to Abkhazia is also

the product of a joint initiative
of EUMM and Institute for War
and Peace Reporting (IWPR).
For several years now, within
the scope of the EUMM Special
Prize for Peace Journalism
project, a series of documenta-

ries has been produced. The docu-
mentaries are dedicated to
Georgia’s unresolved conflicts,
aiming to understand the con-
flict roots and to help reconcile
the communities.

(euneighbourseast.eu)
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On the occasion of the Constitution Day of the Slovak Republic, Slovak Armed Forces Day and Farewell of the
Ambassador, the Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to Georgia H.E. Pavel Vizdal and Defence Attache of the

Slovak Republic to Georgia Lieutenant Colonel Milan Sintaj held a Reception on September 14.
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