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Maidan
Georgian Cuisine,
Folklore &
Chillums
Tbilisi, Iron line N6
 (Rkinis Rigi)
Tel. 275 11 88

DownTown
European Restaurant

Down   Town

Addr: 7 Tabidze Str.
Tel: 292 30 88

Down   Town

Don Gjiuseppe
Classic Italian Restaurant Special
dishies, Lemonade & Coctails from
Italian Chef Gjiuseppe Staiano
Addr: 13, Mosashvili Str.
Tel: 224 47 27

Addr: Addr: Mosashvili Str. 24,
Tel: 290 37 75

Old Metekhi
Georgian-European

Restaurant Live music
everyday/saxafone (in
case of  banquets and
weddings additional
singers are available)

Addr: 3 Metekhi slope,
Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 274 74 07;
Mob: +9955 93 23 07 88

Old Metekhi

The Beaumonde Magazine invited its loyal
readers and respondents to a thematic retro-
party held in the funicular lounge bar. Every-
one had to adhere to the dress code.

Among the guests were representatives of
the show business, TV hosts, actors and
actresses, business persons and singers.

One of the two event sponsors was NG
Georgia - representation of elite mono-brand
butique Versace and multi-brand butique NGG.
These butiques operate in Tbilisi and Batumi
and feature creative pieces of Roberto Cavalli,
Etro, Ralph Laurent, Phillip Plein, Jitrois,
Alexander McQueen, Blumarine, Casadei.

The guests were comfortably served with
cocktails made on Burbone Jim Beam, the
number one burbone in the world, which was
the second sponsor of the event.

BEAUMONDE MAGAZINE HOSTED RETRO-EVENT

Nana Hernandez Getashvili, President of “NG Galaxy” Holding
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EXCLUSIVE

“ASSOCIATION

AGREEMENT

SIGNING IS

ONLY THE

BEGINNING

OF OUR PATH

TO EU” See p. 4

WHAT

YOU NEED

TO KNOW

“KAZANTIP Z”

IN GEORGIA

ikita I Marshunok, president of Kazantip - “We are
only dealing with main issues: sound, lighting, good mood
and love... Due to peculiarities of local mentality, the topic of
drugs and free sex will be excluded altogether”

N

See p. 9

FROM JAIL

TATTOOS

TO HIPSTER

TRIANGLE

�
 “One of the greatest

Georgian writers,
Chabua Amirejibi had
Saint George’s icon on
his chest and he said
that it kept him alive
and safe”

Tattoo
evolution

in
Georgia

See p. 14

ATESHGA OF

TBILISI – ANCIENT

SITE OF WORLD

ZOROASTRIANISM

“Historical sources prove that Atesh-
ga is a monument of the IV-V centuries”

“This is the same Ahura Mazda, the fol-
lower of which was Zaratustra, the Über-
mensch of Nietzsche” See p. 8

“WHY WOULD I KILL

MYSELF? LAST THING

I REMEMBER IS ME

SITTING ON THE

STAIRS”

Exclusive interview with a
14-year-old injured girl

Follow-up story (“Boyfriend accused
of strangling girlfriend,” published in
Georgian Journal, issue #23)

See p. 8

“TIRZA” - THE TALE

OF LORD BYRON AND

GEORGIAN GIRL See p. 12

See p. 13

EXCEPTIONAL

DISCOVERY OR

EXCEPTIONAL SCAM?

Billions of cubic meters in gas
deposit REPORTEDLY discovered
in Iormughanlo, Georgia

“If this is true, gas deposit discovered
by Frontera will satisfy Georgia’s internal
needs for 12 years”

See p. 2

Georgia can play its
due role in internatio-
nal life, functioning as a
player of firm conse-
quence

GEORGIA’S CHOICE

NUGZAR  B. RUHADZE

EURO-4  CAR

STANDARD  IN

GEORGIA - A LUXURY

WE CAN AFFORD?

What is Euro-4 standard? - Only cars
that meet the Euro-4 environmental stan-
dard and were manufactured in 2005 or lat-
er are allowed to be imported

See p. 13

Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a 13-
year-old Georgian girl at a slave market.
She didn’t know who Byron was...

“In the 19th century Siemens brothers,
who later founded the famous Siemens
Company, were carrying out gas explora-
tion works here”
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Information Agency of Georgia IPN. Information in three languages.

Calling the last
quarter of a century
the “period of Geor-
gia’s nervy tinkering
with national inde-
pendence and de-
mocracy” would
probably be fair and
descriptive enough
for most of us be-

cause we all know very well that there is still
something weird and offbeat with our sover-
eignty and democratic mien. The span of exper-
imentation with modern ways of statehood is
extended in time for Georgia, but we are far from
giving up. We are still convinced that Georgia is
a country where a well-organized and orderly
state has a rock-solid chance to exist and sur-
vive. Moreover, we are sure that Georgia can
play its due role in international life, functioning
as a player of firm consequence. At least we are
behaving that way on the global scene. There
are also people among us who think that Geor-
gia needs to acquire that international function
because it does not yet have that function in
reality. They also think that for the acquisition
of international political and economic utility,
Georgia first needs to go for gaining the region-
al – meaning South Caucasus – role, and not
simply a role but a leading role too in the area,
which is practically, as I hear from them, our
historic task and duty. If you don’t believe me,
I can quote a book which was launched about a
week ago in the big hall of the Academy of
Sciences of Georgia in presence of almost the
entire Academy. The academicians unanimously
approved of the new project by the Doctor of
Political Science, historian and lawyer Mr. Zurab
Khonelidze. The book-project, 45 pages, in its
trilingual and absolutely impressive edition is
titled like “CHOICE OF GEORGIA, South Cau-
casus – Geopolitical Space,” which is present-
ed by the author as a new format for regional
cooperation. Daringly enough, right in the be-
ginning of the book, the author is viewing Geor-
gia, as the country which is currently fallen out
of international functions, contemplating the ne-
cessity of assigning to it a certain additional
international role. This project is as old as the
Caucasus hills itself – it was created about a
score of long and difficult years, but none of
the Georgian post-soviet governments had any
intention or desire to lend their heedless and
unqualified ears to this political novelty, except
the one which is currently ruling this country.
Finally, the project came to the deserved atten-
tion of our society, which is living in a never-
ending expectation of good life. According to
the author, one of our most urgent tasks is the
formation of Georgia as a fully established state,
which cannot happen without a thorough anal-
ysis of the role of our country in the globalized
world and the acquisition by Georgia – or the
reinstatement, to that matter – of additional in-
ternational functions. The main condition, the
only constant value, the major status quo that
might be used for achieving this goal as well as
for identifying of all current and anticipated
threats, objectives and means of relevant ac-
tion to this end is an absolute reality, called GEO-
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� “We offer Georgia new
package of cooperation with

NATO” – Rasmussen
“We offer Georgia a new, basic package of

cooperation with the alliance that will help the
country be closer to NATO,” – the Secretary
General of NATO Anders Fogh Rasmussen
said at the NATO office in Brussels, while
opening an alliance foreign ministerial.

According to him, their principles have not
changed in relation to the open door policy
and “no country can stop the process.”

“I would like to stress the significance of
the open-door policy, as this is useful for not
only the NATO aspirant countries, but – the
alliance itself. Our basic principles have not
changed. We support the aspirant countries
in relation to the integration process and no
country can stop the process. Georgia is no-
table in this respect, and we offer this country
a new, basic package of cooperation with the
alliance. It will help Georgia be closer to
NATO,” Rasmussen said.

NATO Secretary General wrote a Twitter
post after a meeting with the Georgian For-
eign Minister Maia Panjikidze. He highlighted
the progress achieved by Georgia recently.

“NATO is ready to support and assist Geor-
gia in terms of its ambitious defense reforms.
The countries which aspire to NATO mem-
bership are discussed one-by-one. In the re-
port about Georgia, positive achievements of
last years are stressed. The free and fair Geor-
gian election represents one more step towards
perfect democracy.

It is good that Georgia wishes to partici-
pate in the NATO future main issues (Reso-
lute Support, Connected Forces & Smart De-
fence). We appreciate Georgia’s participating
in the ISAF mission and future missions in
Afghanistan,” Rasmussen wrote.

P.S. View the exclusive interview with EU-
Atlantic integration Minister Alex Petriash-
vili on Association Agreement on Page 4.

� “Developments in 2008
are really related to the

Bucharest Summit
decision” - Appathurai

Special Representative of NATO Secretary
General in South Caucasus and Central Asia
James Appathurai commented on the reasons
of Bucharest Summit decision in 2008 in his
interview with “Rustavi 2” TV.

“Confirmation of our cooperation will be
one of the main elements of the Wales sum-
mit. You can call it a package. Georgia has al-
ready implemented more cooperation with
NATO than – any other partner. We are going
to recognize your country’s progress on the
way towards NATO. As for the Russian fac-

tor, it has its own schedule. The developments
in 2008 are really related to the decision of the
Bucharest Summit. Some of my colleagues say
whether we give Georgia MAP or not, Russia

will still implement a response. But I do not
know what Russia will do. We will make every
decision according to Georgia’s progress and
the Bucharest decisions,” Appathurai de-
clared. In addition, he believes that NATO in-
volvement in Georgia will increase as a part of
all commitments.

� “Referendum” on acces-
sion to Russia will not have

legal force – Georgia’s
Foreign Ministry

The Foreign Ministry made a comment on
the so-called South Ossetian Parliament
Speaker Anatoliy Bibilov’s statement as per
which, the new Parliament of Tskhinvali will
put the issue of accession to Russia to a refer-
endum.

The Georgian Foreign Ministry stresses
that over the last 20 years the internally dis-
placed people have been deprived of the right
to return to their homes, while rights of those
living in occupied regions are violated every
day by the occupation regime. International
observers, including the EU Monitoring Mis-
sion, are not allowed to enter the regions of
Abkhazia and so-called South Ossetia to
study the human rights situation there.

‘Given all this, any “referendum” or “elec-
tion” that is conducted on the occupied terri-
tories is an illegal act aimed at covering the
ethnic cleansing of hundreds of thousands of
people. Conducting such a referendum is
against the fundamental principles of interna-
tional law, including the principles of territori-
al integrity, sovereignty and non-violation of
borders. The ‘referendum’ on accession to
Russia will not have any legal force and the
international community will not recognize it
as legal.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is watch-
ing with concern the ‘passport verification
process’ of ethnic Georgians living in the oc-
cupied regions of Abkhazia, in particular, Gali,
Ochamchire and Tkvarcheli.

In addition, the Foreign Ministry calls on
the international community to appropriately
assess the current situation in the occupied
region of Abkhazia in order to avoid discrimi-
nation against ethnic Georgians living there
and possibility of formation of a new political
and humanitarian crisis.

The Ministry says the topics will be dis-
cussed at the OSCE Annual Security Review
Conference, which is currently under way in
Vienna.

POLITICS. This is a dominant prerequisite which
impacts, influences and determines the fate and
destiny of the nation within the complicated sys-
tem of international politics – geographical loca-
tion, space, time, area, quality and content of
activity in regards with other nations. The Project
emphasizes the unfortunate fact that in the re-
cent history, the particular geostrategic location
has been serving Georgia not as an advantage
but as an obstacle on its way of modern social,
political and economic development on the back-
ground and within the family of the nations. The
author of this new project is patiently and tact-
fully explaining that after the collapse of the So-
viet Union, right on the threshold of post-com-
munist transformation, none of the Georgian gov-
ernments has managed to give Georgia the place
which could have been commensurate with its
natural historical features or make an adequate
step, exactly tailored on time and space. Due to
the complexity of its neighborhood, Georgia can-
not be a self-contained and closed system be-
cause it is situated in the area as a historical,
geographical and cultural epicenter right on the
crossroads of geopolitical, economic and mili-
tary interests of the nations who make this epi-
center, called South Caucasus. The key to the
definition and fulfillment of our most important
national goals, including the restoration of Geor-
gia’s territorial integrity, lies beyond the borders
of this state, carrying regional and global dimen-
sions. On top of all that, the international com-
munity has never fully realized the genuine cause
of ethno-political conflicts and the reasons of
their growing into global problems – all this trig-
gered by the mines laid by the Soviet Empire

against the sovereignty of our country, having
left us without a function and the ability to see
the nation’s prospect clearly or handle its prob-
lems ably. The targets and directions that might
be optimal and even indispensable for building
Georgia’s good future are unequivocally and un-
ambiguously stated in the program of Zurab
Khonelidze: a) Restoration of this nation’s his-
toric functionality, turning it into the carrier of a
global mission; b) Formation of the unified Geor-
gian national idea and public consciousness,
and its ideological promotion; c) Integration of
the country and formation of the political sys-
tem, which would guarantee the restitution and
maintenance of its historically ethnic, religious,
cultural, political and territorial unity, giving it
back the sense of the owner of its own land. The
helper here would certainly be the opportunity
to properly meet the demands of our time, among
which the most significant for Georgia seems to
be the necessity of the realistic acquisition by it
the due international responsibilities. Nobody
who was present at the book-launching academic
event remained heedless or indifferent towards
all this.

�
 Due to the complexity of

its neighborhood, Georgia
cannot be a self-contained
and closed system
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BANKS & BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS
BANK CONSTANTA
WORLD BANK
BANK REPUBLIK
CARTU BANK
TBC BANK
BANK OF GEORGIA
PROCREDIT BANK
BASIS BANK
VTB BANK
HSBC BANK GEORGIA
HALYK BANK
LIBERTY BANK
ZIRAAT BANK
TAO PRIVATE BANK
KOR STANDARD BANK
GEORGIAN-ISRAELI BUSINESS CHAMBER
GRDC COMPANY
EURASIA FUND
WISSOL
ROMEPTROL
SOCAR
BTA  BANK

HOTELS
HOLIDAY Inn.
HOTEL CITADINES
SHERATON METECHI PALACE
COURTYARD MARRIOTT
TBILISI MARRIOTT
RADISSON BLU
HOTEL ‘SYMPATHY’
HOTEL VARAZI
BRITISH HOUSE
HOTEL VILLA
HOTEL BOMOND
‘BETSI’
PRIMA VERA
HOTEL VERE PALACE
VIP VICTORIA
AMBASSADOR
KOPALA
NEW KOPALA
OLD METECHI
OLD TBILISI
HOTEL OLD DISTRICT
HOTEL D’PLAZA
HOTEL ISTANBUL
‘BOMOND GRANDE’
HOTEL ‘CRUISE’
TBILOTEL
GPM KAPAN
HOTEL KMM
HOTEL ZP
HOTEL SHARDEN
CITY HOTEL
TIFLIS PALACE
HOTEL DIPLOMAT
HOTEL ‘DAVID’
HOTEL ARGOPALACE

CAFE-BARS, RESTAURANTS

RESTAURANT `CRUISE`

SPORT LAND CAFE
CASABLANKA CAFE
RESTAURANT GIOSTAN
TEPSHEBI
TASTE OF INDIA
RESTAURANT VERA STEAK  HOUSE
‘ACID’ BAR
CAFE LATTE
CAFE BATONEBI
CAFE COFFEE GE
RESTAURANT LE MARI
CAFE DISCOVERY
CAFE SEGAFREDO
CAFE ‘ROTONDA’
‘MAHARAJA’-INDIAN RESTAURANT
SANCHO - SPANISH RESTAURANT

RIDER BAR
SANTA FE - MEXICAN RESTAURANT
WHEELS -IRISH BEER BAR
NOSTALGIA BAR
CHABA’S JAZZ-ROCK BAR
CAFE FAHRENHEIT
BEER HOUSE
TOUCAN BAR
PROFILE CAFE
‘DUNA’ CAFE
RESTAURANT ‘KARTULI’
RESTAURANT BELLE VILLE
NEW BAR
CAFE ‘VERGNANO’
MCDONALDS
RESTAURANT ‘LOST PARADISE’
PROSPERO’S BOOKS
RESTAURANT ‘TAI HOUSE’
CAFE ‘NEAR OPERA’
CAFE ‘SALVE’
PUR-PUR CAFE-RESTAURANT
ELITE TEA HOUSE
CAFE-RESTAURANT ‘LA COOL’
CAFE ‘8,1/2’
PREGO PIZZERIA
CAFE ‘KALA’
TAPAS BAR
CAFE BAR NUMBER ONE -
COFFEE HOUSE - CAFFEINE
FAGOT BAR
SHARDEN 12 - BAR
N BAR
MARAKESH BAR
MARAKESH EXPRESS
HANGAR BAR
CAFE ‘KONKA’
LITERARY CAFE
PIPE CAFE
CHINA TOWN RESTAURANT
SHARDEN MUSIC BAR
RESTAURANT ‘SOLOLAKI GATE’
CAFE ‘ALDO BERNARDI’
RESTAURANT ‘IN VINO VERITAS’
DECO STOP RESTAURANT
BAR-RESTAUIRANT ‘BOMONDI’
OLD  LONDON PUB
GREEN BAR
JOHN SILVER BAR
PANORAMA  CAFE
AL  MAGRIPH  CAFE
JUST 12
BAR `ARABICA`
BAR `CAIRO`
RESTAURANT `OLD METEKHI`
CAFE `KGB`
CAFE BAR `19`
CAFE `PARNASI`
RESTAURANT `TAN TSAIGE`
CAFE BAR `NERO`
RESTAURANT `DOWN TOWN`
RESTAURANT `SEIDABAD`
RESTAURANT `PICASO`
RESTAURANT `SIAN GAN`
CAFE `ATSTECA`
CAFE BAR `CORNERS`
CAFE BAR `NERO`
RESTAURANT `PIANO`
‘GOLD FISH’ RESTAURANT
‘PAETONI’  RESTAURANT
‘FILINI  RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT `MAIDAN’
RESTAURANT  `SENATE`
‘TSISKVILI’  RESTAURANT

OTHER COMPANIES
ARCHIL KHOMASURIDZE INSTITUTE
OF REPRODUCTOLOGY
BODY IMAGE- COSMETOLOGY
AND MASSAGE
GPI INSURANCE COMPANY

‘IMEDI L’ INSURANCE COMPANY
IC GROUP  INSURANCE COMPANY
ALDAGI BCI INSURANCE COMPANY
DEVELOPMENT SOLUTION
RAKEEN (BUILDING COMPANY)
BRITISH CENTRE
AECOM CONSULTANCY COMPANY
AVIS CAR RENT CENTER
SYNERGY GROUP
AVERSI
PSP
BELAVIA AIRWAYS
BMI (BRITISH MIDLAND INTERNATIONAL)
AIRZENA
LUFTHANSA
AZERBAIJANIAN AIRLINES
UKRAINIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES
TURKISH AIRLINES
KAZAKHSTAN AIRLINES
CZECH AIRLINES
NATIONAL AIRWAYS
LUTECIA
BEAUTY SALOON ‘STUDIO SALOON’
GD ALCO
ALIONI 99
‘GEPRA’ CONSULTING GROUP
CELLER
CAUCASUS ONLINE 8-07
NOKIA CENTRE
‘WINE WORLD’
‘NABADI’ (THEATRE)
SOROS FOUNDATION
BOOK HOUSE
UGT
CHF INTERNATIONAL
E WORD
VIA TRAVELS
LEVON TRAVEL
PEACE CORPS
AVON COMPANY
GALLERY ‘SHARDEN’
GALLERY ‘HOBI’
TOYOTA KAVKASIA
TOYOTA TAXIES
ASTRA PARK - CARTING
APM
TBILISI BAIRON SCHOOL
STATE UNIVERSITY OF
ILIA CHAVCHAVADZE
SCIENTIFIC-RESEARCH INSTITUTE
GEORGIAN-AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
KATONI & COMPANY
BEELINE
GEOCELL
MAGTI
MOBITAL LTD
TELASI
AIR BATUMI

EMBASSIES,COUNSULATES
&DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS
DUTY FREE ALIANCE
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE IN GEORGIA
ITALIAN EMBASSY & CONSULATE
CZECH REPUBLIC -
EMBASSY, CONSULATE
CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC EMBASSY
BRAZILIAN EMBASSY
ESTONIA - EMBASSY, CONSULATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY -
 EMBASSY & CONSULATE
GREECE REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
IRAN ISLAMIC REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
IRAQ REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
JAPAN - EMBASSY
KINGDOM OF BELGIUM -

HONORARY CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF DENMARK HONORARY
CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF SWEDEN - EMBASSY
SWEDEN HONORARY CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
- EMBASSY
LATVIA REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
LITHUANIA REPUBLIC -
EMBASSY & CONSULATE
NORWAY HONORARY CONSULATE
PHILIPPINES - HONORARY CONSULATE
POLICE DELEGATION OF
THE REPUBLIC OF FRANCE
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA -EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF FRANCE - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY - EMBASSY
REPUBLIC OF POLAND - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES - CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY - EMBASSY
ROMANIA - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
SPAIN HONORARY CONSULATE
STATE OF ISRAEL - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
SWISS CONFEDERATION - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
UKRAINE - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND - EMBASSY
USA - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
EU SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SOUTH-CAUCASUS
VATICAN (THE HOLLY SEE)
SALFORD REPRESENTATION IN GEORGIA
BRITISH COUNCIL (CULTURAL DEPARTMENT)
EUROPEAN UNION REPRESENTATION
EUROPEAN UNION BC PROGRAM
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN GEORGIA
BRITISH COUNCIL
SAVE THE CHILDREN
UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA
UNICEF - UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND
UNRHC - UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES
EURASIA PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION
EVERY CHILD - BRITISH CHARITY ORGANIZATION
ABA ROL
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE
NORWEGIAN REFUGEES UNION
OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENDER (OMBUDSMAN) OF GEORGIA
RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
WHO - WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
GEORGIAN YOUNG LAWYERS‘ ASSOCIATION
EURASIA PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
GEORGIAN PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE DEVELOPMENT FUND
GENDER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
FUND OF CAUCASUS
SOCO - CHARITY FUND
HORIZONT
GEORGIA - ELADA -
GEORGIAN-GREEK RELATIONS DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
GEORGIAN PARLIAMENT ADMINISTRATION
TBILISI CITY HALL - STAFF
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MINISTRY OF FINANCE
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BATUMI
INTOURIST PALACE  HOTEL
SHERATON PALACE  HOTEL
RADISSON BLU HOTEL
PRESIDENT  PLAZA HOTEL
ERA PALACE  HOTEL
HOTEL ‘ALIK’
HOTEL ‘ISTANBUL’
HOTEL ‘RCHEULI VILLA’
HOTEL ‘MARINA’
HOTEL ‘SANAPIRO’
TURKISH AIRWAYS
MINISTRY OF TOURISM OF ADJARA

WHERE GEORGIAN JOURNAL IS DISTRIBUTED

WEEKLY   UPDATED

GJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTION

OUR NEWSPAPER IS DISTRIBUTED IN ALL PLACES WHERE FOREIGN GUESTS WORK OR REST
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FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN
GEORGIA –
MARATHON
ON HIGH
HEELS

n June 24, a marathon was held
in the park of Peace, organized
by the Caucasian Federation of

World Records. 11 Georgian beauties
raced against each other on a 50-meter
long track. What made the competition
unusual, however, was that all the
participants had to wear high heels of at
least seven centimeters long.

O

BY   SALOME
SHIKHASHVILI

“The concept itself originated in the Neth-
erlands, where 100 women in high heels com-
peted with each other on a 100 meter long race
track. The winner received EUR 10,000 as a
prize, although the competition ended in inju-
ry for many of the girls. Due to this, we decid-
ed to slightly change the rules. In order to
avoid chaos and trauma, we selected only 11
girls for the race. Since running in high heels

ENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENT

�
 “First place in the race, with an obvious margin, was

won by Ani Mgeliashvili, a 17-year-old dancer in the Sukh-
ishvilebi group”

is far from comfortable, we decided to secure
the shoes with rolls of duct tape,” declared
Shota Keldishvili, head of the Caucasian Fed-
eration of World Records.

Specially invited judges named the win-
ner. The first place in the race, with an obvi-
ous margin, was won by Ani Mgeliashvili, a
17-year-old dancer in the Sukhishvilebi
group, who received a ticket for a tourist trip
to Turkey for two. Despite wearing high heels

being a rarity for her in everyday life,
this didn’t seem to deter her at all:

“It’s been several years since jog-
ging became a lifestyle of mine; I jog

every morning. Naturally, the competi-
tion wasn’t exactly what I’m used to, but

it popularizes the healthy way of life and
thus I think that similar contests should be
held in Georgia more often,” declared the
winner.

The second and the third winners were
named by the judges as well. The second place
was won by Salome Gamiashvili, and Shorena
Kubaneishvili took the third place. They were
given monetary prizes and various products
by Perfume Company Mystical.
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“Come, my darlings, and get a free visa
to Kazantip! Smile, be happy and free!”
– Such welcoming invitation is being
extended to visitors by the organizers
of the Anaklia festival.

BY   LALI   PAPASKIRI

These warm words, however, are not for your
ears, Gentlemen: Nikita I, humble president of a
great nation of Kazantip, addresses only Geor-
gian and Ukrainian women. “If you are a girl
with a Ukrainian or Georgian passport, come to
Anaklia. Folks here love music and dancing
too!” According to the information published
on the website, many Crimean and Georgian
girls already got their free visas…

After a lot of hesitation, doubts and debates,
it was decided that electronic music performers
from over 160 countries will arrive in Anaklia
this year, starting from 20 August. Information
about the first phase of lineup has already been
published, along with the complete list of the
performers.

Entry to the festival’s territory will be allowed

A visa is a special card that also
contains a barcode and can be re-
ceived on the spot for $200-250. The
price on the ticket will vary depend-
ing on when it is purchased: after 29
May, the price will be 403 GEL ($230)
plus the permit (2-3 GEL). However,
if you decide to visit a festival al-
ready in progress, you’ll have to pay
far more – 655 GEL. Therefore, bet-
ter take appropriate measures to
make sure you will not have to pay
extra. Also, you must always have
your yellow suitcase or your visa
with you, because you might get
fined or even expelled otherwise.
Those from countries that do not
have a free visa regime with Georgia
will be able to obtain a visa for $50.

TOURISMTOURISM

WHAT YOU
NEED TO
KNOW

“KAZANTIP Z” IN GEORGIA

Continued on p. 9

to those
with visas

or special yel-
low suitcases with

barcodes. These yellow suit-
cases are a well-known symbol of Ka-

zantip. Lucky owners of these cool things can
move around the festival’s territory without a
visa, provided that the suitcases were stamped
with a special barcode on the entry spot.

At first it was said that the festival would be
held under the name of “Gaumarjos”, but it was
eventually changed back to “Kazantip” so that
adventurous and fun-seeking folks won’t get
lost on their way here…

A bit of information about Kazantip:

“KaZantip Z” is an annual electronic and dance music festival, which was
annualy held on the Crimean peninsula from 1992 to 2013. After Russian occupation of
Crimea, it was decided to hold a similar festival in Georgia, which will take place in
Anaklia. The tickets are called “visas.” Up to 150 000 visitors, so-called “Paradizers”,
attend Kazantip every year.

The name of the festival comes from Kazantip – a cape near the place where the
festival was held in the years 1995-1999. President and founder of this glorious event
is Nikita I (real name - Nikita Marshunok). In its first years, all his ambitions were
mainly limited to a gathering of surfers. Later it was supplemented with trance and
house music and so Kazantip festival was born.
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eorgia is signing the AA (Association Agreement) on 27 June 2014. The
initialing of the Association Agreement took place on 29 November at the
Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit. Usually, the signature is expected
after a period of 9-10 months since the initiation. However, it has been

possible to sign the agreement in seven months. How was it possible to sign the
document in such a short period of time? What is Georgia’s perception of EU and all
that it brings? Georgian Journal discussed these matters with Mr. Alex Petriashvili,
State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration.

G

G.J: Let us briefly talk what the AA means
for Georgia in general...

A.P: This is a historic momentum for Geor-
gia. In general, we can say that this is a mod-
ernization plan for Georgia. This is the plan
for the Europeanization of the country. We
hope very much that by implementing the
reforms and commitments included in this
document, we’ll help Georgia to become a
European democratic country. We hope that
the signing of the AA will make Georgia’s
integration in the European Union irrevers-
ible. This is just the beginning of Georgia’s
integration into the European Union.

G.J: However, we know that the AA itself
does not imply obtaining full membership.
Can we still say that it is a carte blanche,
and if so, what gives us ground for opti-
mism?

A.P: As I have already mentioned, it is the
starting point of Georgia’s EU integration.
We made it very clear to the European lead-

AA was 9-10 months. However, we are sign-
ing it in an unprecedented 7 months. Why
did they give us the chance to sign the AA in
such a short period of time?

A.P: In the beginning of September, when
we met under the leadership of the former
Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili, the Euro-
pean leaders in Riga, Latvia told us at an in-
ternational conference that the process would
be speeded-up. Then there was the very dra-
matic developments in Ukraine. The EU lead-
ers again decided to speed up the process
even more. It is really unprecedented for the
bureaucracy of the European Union. They
did a tremendous job, working 24 hours a
day really. We are the EU very grateful for
that – Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine – the

three Eastern Partnership countries who made
it very clear that European path is our choice.

G.J: Let’s talk about another document
that is also very much desired by us – The
Nato membership action plan. Witnessing
the speeding-up of AA signature, can we
anticipate that MAP getting process will
also be accelerated?

A.P: NATO will make steps towards Geor-
gia. I can tell you with full confidence that
the progress made by Georgia will be reflect-
ed in the decisions of NATO at the Wales
Summit. Whatever they propose us, it will be

“ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT SIGNING _

ONLY THE BEGINNING OF OUR PATH TO EU”

the Georgian LGBT organisation Idento-
ba, which clearly supports a boycott. A
posting from Identoba claims Iveri’s future
career will be confined to singing in Rus-
sia unless she finds a meaningful way of
apologising.

Iveri’s letter, which she later withdrew
from her Facebook page and for which
she has apologised, is worth reading in
full.

What emerges is a contradictory out-
burst of anger and venom, in which she
both claims to have many “gay friends and
relatives” and not to justify violence, while
simultaneously using extraordinary stereo-
types to condemn all homosexuals — ac-
tually she seems quite unaware of, or dis-
interested in, lesbians – and proclaiming
the need to “break jaws”.

Subsequently she claimed in a state-
ment on Facebook the post was written by

ers and to the EU leadership - Georgia’s final
goal and foreign policy priorities are full mem-
bership of the European Union and NATO.
We consider the signing of the Association
Agreement as an important step on our path
to EU integration. We are ready to work 24/7.
The government is committed to implement-
ing the reforms. We are ready to continue to
strongly cooperate with different EU institu-
tions. When the time comes, we have to be
ready and we will be ready by then.

G.J: The approximate time of signing the

is couched in terms of his “bending his head
to the West”, in th is case by condemning
violence against gay demonstrators.

�
 When the time comes, we

have to be ready and we will
be ready by then

�
 I can tell you with full

confidence and responsibility
that there will be no changes
in our traditions, in our
culture, in our history. Every-
one must know this

In a statement on OA’s Facebook page
this morning the company said:

Opera Australia confirms soprano Ms
Tamar Iveri will not be performing in Otel-
lo. Opera Australia has agreed with Tamar
Iveri, to immediately release her from her
contract with the company.

So why the furore, and is OA right to
have responded in this way?

After a gay pride march last year in Tib-
lisi, Iveri wrote an open letter to the coun-
try’s President in which she attacked the
marchers in terms that are clearly abusive,
offensive and could be read as an incen-
tive to violence.

In response, La Monnaie Opera in Brus-
sels has already dropped Iveri from its up-
coming production of Verdi’s Un Ballo in
Maschera, and in Australia a petition was
organised to do the same.

Local activists have been in touch with

pera Australia (OA) has dealt with what was becoming a significant
boycott threat by sacking the Georgian soprano Tamar Iveri. The company
had planned to bring her to Australia to perform the role of Desdemona in
Otello.

a significant step forward. Let us wait a little
bit and let us see what will come out of our
consultations in Brussels, as well as in the
capitals of the top leadership of NATO mem-
ber states.

G.J: There are some countries, including
Germany, which are quite skeptical towards
Georgia’s EU integration. Do we run any
risks that these countries do not ratify the
AA after it is signed by Georgia – ratifica-
tion being the very next necessary stage?

A.P: Certainly, no, that is not the case.
G.J: Myths around the EU – another top-

ic for polarization within Georgian society.
Some believe that the EU is a savior, while
others are still suffering from the nostalgia
of Soviet times, baptizing the EU as the
“Machine of Evil.” What levers does the
Georgian government possess in order to
raise the awareness of Georgians on the
concept of Europe?

A.P: Well, I assure you that there are very
few who are having nostalgia for the Soviet
past. However, here are a number of people
who believe that after the signing of the AA
everything is going to change immediately,
overnight. Therefore, we are communicating
and we want our people to know the truth.
The benefits will come later. First, it is all com-
mitment and sacrifices. But, I can tell you
with full confidence and responsibility that
there will be no changes in our traditions, in
our culture, in our history. Everyone must
know this. In the EU, each country’s culture,
history and traditions are respected.

G.J: What about the visa liberalization?
Why is this process lingering compared to
Moldova who has already acquired VLAP?

A.P: We are very optimistic that once we
successfully pass the implementation phase
next year, probably by the end of spring, we
will have the decision of the EU on visa-free
travel to the Schengen Zone but we have to
be clear. This is 90 days of free travel to EU.
So, they can travel but they have to come
back. As for Moldova, they started earlier. It
was very helpful for us by the way. We have
shared their experience.

her husband; I suspect they both contrib-
uted to the letter given its internal contra-
dictions.

The language of the letter reflects a feel-
ing that is growing in many parts of the
world, a fear that recognising sexual rights,
usually understood to mean homosexual

equality, is to undermine traditional reli-
gious and cultural rights.

Iveri was cast as Desdemona in the Op-
era Australia production of Otello.

Iveri’s attack on the Georgian president

BY   MAKA   LOMADZE

O
�
 “After a gay pride march

last year in Tiblisi, Iveri
wrote an open letter to the
country’s President in which
she attacked the marchers
in terms that are clearly
abusive, offensive and could
be read as an incentive to
violence”

TAMAR IVERI IS A HOMOPHOBE – WAS
OPERA AUSTRALIA RIGHT TO SACK HER?

BY   DENNIS  ALTMAN,  “THE  CONVERSATION”

�
 Whatever they propose us

(at Wales summit), it will be a
significant step forward

Alex  Petriashvili, State Minister on
European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

Continued on p. 6

Tamar  Iveri

17THURSDAY

26 JUNE - 2 JULY

2014
WHERE ...WHERE ...WHERE ...WHERE ...WHERE ...

GEORGIAN
COUSINE

 Schuchmann Wine Bar & Restaurant
8 sioni street, tbileli caravansaray,old town
mob:+995 555440901
www.schuchmann-wines.com

  Clubberry
Lounge bar/club
Addr: 12 Khazbegi Str. Tbilisi (Vera)
Tel: +995 32 290 30 21
Mob: +995 555 41 15 58; +995 555 41 15 58

 Famous Rooms
Club/karaoke bar
Addr: 12a Al. Khazbegi Ave. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 593 10 43 33, +995 577 15 14 77

 Green Terrace
Bar-restaurant in Vake
Addr: 11 Kekelidze str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 224 02 03
Mob: +995 574 25 22 11
E-mail: Greenterrace11@gmail.com

 Nali
Live music
Addr: 4/1 Kiacheli St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 243 04 20

 City Time
Bar/lounge
Addr: Leonidze/Machabeli Str. 1/6
Tel: +995 32 292 02 12
Mob: +995 557 56 56 43; +995 555 43 25 26

  The Hangar
Tbilisi’s Genuine Irish Pub
20 Shavteli Street
2 93 10 80
www.thehangar.biz

 Clasico
Sport bar
Addr: 17 Akhvlediani Str. 
Mob: +995 595 25 24 23
E-mail: clasicosb@gmail.com

 11/11
American/European cuisine
Addr: 11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 293 23 40

 Cafe La France
French cuisine
Addr: 33 I. Chavchavadze Ave., Tbilisi
Tel: +995 599 03 83 88

 Cafe Pomodorissimo
Italian Cafe
Addr: 33 I. Chavchavadze Ave, Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 260 15 15; +995 32 260 17 17

 Cedar of Lebanon
Lebanese Cuisine
Addr: 2 Machabeli Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 298 44 49
E-mail: cedaroflebanon2012@hotma-

il.com

 Kalina
Slavic Restaurant
Addr: 18 Sh. Dadiani Str.
Tel: +995 32 299 00 98
Mob: +995 595 33 53 32

 Maharajah
Indian Restaurant
Addr: 24 Akhvlediani St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 299 97 99

 Vera Steak House
American Steaks
Addr: 37a Kostava St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 298 37 67
Mob: +995 595 15 07 05
E-mail: info@verasteakhouse.ge

 Riverside Babilo
Live Music
Addr: Beliashvili Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 255 59 59
Mob: +995 597 11 60 63

 Macondo
Addr: 12 Qiacheli Str.
Tel: +995 32 299 80 19

 VIP Time
Club-restaurant
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 13th km.
Mob: +995 574 27 28 27; +995 598 59 69

69; +995 595 04 47 07

 City Club
Musical club-restaurant
Addr: 22 Metekhi St. Tbilisi
Mob: +995 92 32 32 32

 Abkhazura
Addr: 14a Ksani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 2 430 450
Mob: +995 597 03 77 11

 Antre Batono
Addr: 1 Khevdzmari Str. Tbilisi
Mob: +995 577 94 14 49
E-mail: antrebatono@yahoo.com

  Dzveli Sakhli
Addr: 3 Sanapiro St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 292 34 97
Fax: +995 32 98 27 81

 Alaverdi
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 11th km
Tel: +995 32 251 68 51
Mob: +995 558 660 502; +995 514 02 02

53; +995 99 570 564

 Kalanda
Addr: The left coast of Riv. Mtkvari
Mob: +995 593 17 71 07, +995 593 53 53 94

 Phaeton
Addr: Beliashvili St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 245 20 13
Mob: +995 595 43 10 20

 Shemoikhede Genatsvale
Addr: 5 Marjanishvili St; 25 Leselidze St.

Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 291 00 05; +995 32 243 96 46

 Funicular
Addr: Second floor of Funicular complex,

Mtatsminda plateau
Tel: +995 32 298 00 00
E-mail: info@funicular.ge

  Tabla
High class restaurant
Addr: 33 Chavchavadze Ave., Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 260 02 85, +995 32 260 17 17
E-mail: table@icr.ge

 Barakoni
Live music
Addr: D. Aghmashenebeli 13th km.
Tel: +995 32 224 14 04
Mob: +995 555 77 33 77
E-mail: restoranibarakoni@gmail.com

 Keria
Club-Restaurant
Addr: Beliashvili St. Left Bank of Mt-

kavri River.
Tel: +995 32 254 06 82
Mob: +995 574 43 73 73
E-mail: restoranikeria@mail.ru

 Mirzaani
Restaurants Network
Addr: 140 Tsereteli Ave. Tbilisi
E-mail: info@mirzaani.ge

 Ushba
Svanuri Restaurant
Addr: D. Agmashenebeli Kheivani

9th km
Tel: +995 790 51 53 40
Mob: +995 574 04 06 36; +995 593 61 93 45

WORLD
COUSINE

HOTELS  Armazi Palace 
Hotel in old district
Addr: 8 Armazi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 21 43;
+995 32 214 40 62
Mob: +995 599 26 14 91;
+995 598 55 82 71
E-mail: armazipalace@yahoo.com

 Beaumonde Hotel
Hotel on Mtatsminda
Addr: 11 Al. Chavchavadze Str.
Tel: +995 32 292 11 72; +995 32 298 60 03
Fax: +995 32 99 62 46
E-mail: info@hotelbeaumonde.com

 British House
Hotel in Vera District
Addr: 32 Belinski St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 292 39 98; +995 32 298 87 83
Fax: +995 32 298 29 37
E-mail: british-house@internet.ge

 Corner
Family Hotel
Addr: 12 St. Nicolas Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 296 42 10
Mob: +995 591 70 77 07
E-mail: info@hotelcorner.ge

 Mirobelle Hotel
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: In front of the main entrance of

holly Trinity Cathedral-Sameba
Tel: +995 32 277 49 77
Mob: +995 568 88 89 18; +995 555 56 66 11
E-mail: mirobelle@live.com

 Old Tbilisi
Overlooking The Mtkvari River
Addr: 27 Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 38 40, +995 32 277 38 41,

+995 32 277 38 42, +995 32 277 38 43, +995 32
277 38 46

Fax: +995 32 277 38 44
E-mail: hoteloldtbilisi@yahoo.com

 Qeroli
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 8 Armazi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 2 27 73 64; +995 32 2 74 84 11
Mob: +995 593 28 47 48; +995 551 79 17 71
E-mail: qqeroli@yahoo.com

 Tbilotel
Business & Leisure Hotel
Addr: 8 Daraselia St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 238 78 04; +995 32 238 78 05
E-mail: tbilotel@tbilotel.ge

 Bazaleti Palace
Hotel in Ortachala
Addr: 1 Gulia Str. Tbilisi
Tel: + 995 322 72 50 16; +995 322 75 53

66; +995 322 75 53 67
E-mail: info@bazaletilake.ge

 Oriental
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 17 Makhata Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 64 99, +995 32 277 56 50
Mob: +995 577 500 010
E-mail: hoteloriental.georgia@gmail.com

 Hotel Europe
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Atskhuri Str. 10
Tel: +995 32 274 98 44
Mob: +995 551 18 47 15
E-mail: eurostandard.v@mail.ru

 Danisimo
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: Tbilisi, 14 Irbakhi str
Tel: (+995 32) 2 77 66 77, (+995 790) 74 78 68
Mob: (+995 597) 40 40 41, (+995 599) 40

40 41, (+995 568) 40 40 41
Fax: (+995 32) 2 77 66 77
E-mail: hoteldanisimo@gmail.com

... To stay

... To eat&drink

 Vedzisi
Business class Hotel
Addr: 32 Zovreti str, Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 238 86 26/46/56/47
Fax: +995 32 238 86 36
E-mail: info.hotelvedzisi@yahoo.com

 Majestic Hotel
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Isani, 58 Atskhuri Str. 
Tel: +995 32 277 62 75; +995 32 274 82 64
Mob: +995 593 260 102, +995 555 260 779

 Irmeni
Hotel in Avlabari District
Addr: 1 Martkopi St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 04 66
Fax: +995 32 277 14 66
E-mail: contact@irmeni.ge

 Hotel Cruise
Hotel Complex
Addr: 75 Beliashvili St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 254 11 03 /04 /05 /06 /07
Fax: +995 32 254 11 02
E-mail: Hotelcruise@ymail.com
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TEONA
KONTRIDZE

BY  MANANA  GABRICHIDZE

Teona  Kontridze
Photo by Giorgi Tsaava

“I have never seen a city which reminded me of Tbilisi.
This is what makes Tbilisi unique – it is completely
different,” says Teona Kontridze, a famous jazz woman
and a singer who made career in Russia. She provided
her own explanations as to which street, theater,
museum, hotel or restaurant was the most precious to
her and which places she frequents.

– The biggest impression on me is Rezo
Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater. I visit it
very often; it doesn’t matter whether
I’ve seen a particular performance be-
fore or not – I can watch it for the
fourth or even fifth time… Rezo Gabri-
adze is an extremely talented person
and the location fits him a lot. His en-
tire soul is reflected in that theater
and the cafe with a tower,
where sometimes a  mini-
performance is held,
which I simply ado-
re…

– Besides this, you probably have a favorite street which
you frequent…

– I like Davitash-
vili Street a lot because
my favorite restaurant -
Shavi Lomi (Black Lion) - is
located there. Whenever I vi-
sit it, I think myself in some
Georgian aristocratic cottage
in the countryside. The ser-
vice is great and I love every
waiter that works there. They
breathed a new soul into tra-
ditional Georgian cuisine and
gave it a completely new atmo-
sphere.

– Where do you go
shopping in Tbilisi?

– To tell you the truth, I don’t. I am not interested in clothes or any material
goods when I’m in Georgia. I do, however, like the shop “Badagi“, where I usually
buy a lot of churchkhela’s for my children.

– Do you go to any museums?
– On the same street of Rezo Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater, there also is
a Doll Museum which I enjoy a lot and recommend it for everyone to

visit… Naturally, everyone interested in Georgia simply must pay a
visit Pirosmani’s (Famous Georgian Painter) exhibition and thus I
doubt I need to recommend this to anyone.

– Which hotel would
you recommend?

– I like Tbilisi’s hotels a lot
in general, like Holiday Inn,

where any visitor will be accept-
ed with maximum hospitality. No
matter which Holiday Inn hotel I
stay at, the Tbilisi one still is the
best of all… I like Kopala hotel a
lot as well. I also stayed at
Sheraton Metekhi Palace for three
months and was amazed by the

service and the view from the win-
dows. I can safely state that Tbilisi
hotels are worthy of the high praise.

ON WHAT MAKES
TBILISI UNIQUE

WHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHERE

Rezo Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater

Restaurant Shavi  Lomi entrance Hotel  Holiday  Inn

Georgian  sweets  shop  “Badagi“
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“WHY WOULD I KILL MYSELF? LAST THING
I REMEMBER IS ME SITTING ON THE STAIRS”

TAMAR IVERI IS A HOMOPHOBE – WAS
OPERA AUSTRALIA RIGHT TO SACK HER?

On the 3rd of June, at  around 11 o’clock in
the evening, a heavily injured 14-year-old girl
on the brink of death was discovered by father
and son in Gori at the entrance of their apart-
ment. A hemp rope was wound around her neck
twice and her body bore many injuries and frac-
tures: pelvis, legs and feet, all were horribly dam-
aged. She was unconscious by the time she
was delivered to the hospital, spending several
days hooked to a medical ventilator.

Leluka Vanishvili is still at a hospital. She
underwent several surgeries and one more is
yet to come. A court case has been opened,
but the culprit hasn’t been found yet. It is still
unclear what actually happened to the girl. As
we said in our previous article, the girl’s family
members suspect that her boyfriend is respon-
sible for this violent assault, since he was the
one she went to meet. However, the boy’s fa-
ther protests fervently against this accusa-
tion, categorically denying his son’s involve-
ment. He accuses Leluka’s family of slander
and thinks that they are tainting his innocent
son’s reputation. The teenager himself was
questioned by the law enforcement twice.

In order to find out more information, I came
to the hospital and talked to the victim of the
assault. The girl does not remember much, but
hopes she will do so in the future.

– Leluka, first of all, congratulations on
getting well. Do you remember what hap-
pened that day?

– On 3rd of June, at about 9:30 I left the
house and told my parents that I was going to
my friend Mari’s place. But I didn’t meet Mari,
instead I went towards the 9-storey apartment
block, because I had to meet my boyfriend
there. We often met at this place. So I entered
the apartment block and sat down on the stairs
of the 4th or 5th floor. I was wearing a hoodie
with the hood up. I messaged to Mari that I’ll
be there in 15 minutes, then called Murad sev-

eral times, but he didn’t pick up. Then I put
the phone into my pocket and deleted the calls
I made from the log. I always delete all calls
and messages I made to him. I didn’t delete
the message I sent to Mari, but now I remem-
ber that it wasn’t on my phone. Mari, howev-
er, still has it saved on hers.

– As I was told, you broke up with your
boyfriend. It is also said that you two werent
seeing each other for some time. If this is so,
why did you go to meet him?

– We met on 24th of May and had a casual
conversation. We were done as a couple, but
we still met from time to time, messaged each
other on Skype and read each other’s social
media. On 24th of May I called him, asked him
if he wanted to meet, he agreed and we met.
We decided to stop the relationship and he
also said that he met someone else. There was

no tension between us, however.
– What happened, then? How did you

receive these injuries?
– I think about it a lot myself, but I can’t

recall what happened there. When I came to
my senses, I was already at Iashvili Clinic in
Tbilisi. I don’t remember being at the reanima-
tion, either. I was woken up by terrible pain.
Then I held a cross in my hand and prayed to
an icon. I do not know who inflicted such ter-
rible injuries on me. There was a rope wrapped
around my neck and I still have marks from
someone’s fingers on my arms. My leg is bro-
ken and I’ll need another surgery soon. My
lungs failed to inflate and they had to perform
surgery on them too. I’m trying to recall what
happened and I hope I will do so soon.

– It was also said that you wanted to com-
mit suicide because of breaking up with your
boyfriend. Were you really in such a dire
mental condition to do that?

– This is ridiculous, why would I kill my-
self? We broke up because of gossips about
us, but we kept up the casual communication.
We became just friends, although we didn’t
talk much to each other at school to avoid
another series of rumors. Look at my arms.
They still bear marks of someone’s hands, do
they look like I did that to myself?

– Members of your family suspected that
your boyfriend did that to you, while his fa-
ther told us that you were messaging him
from the hospital. Do you continue commu-
nicating even now?

– This is even more ridiculous. What mes-
sages? I don’t have a phone or internet access
here and I definitely did not send anything. He
knows my Skype and Facebook passwords, so
it must be him sending something on my be-
half. All I know is that I never sent anything. To
tell you the truth, I don’t even care anymore – I
was in such a terrible condition and he didn’t
even visit me in the hospital, even to say that
he is not guilty of anything. We aren’t a couple
now, but we used to be one, after all. If he isn’t
guilty, why didn’t he show up? I am not upset
about breaking up with him anymore. I think
that eventually I’ll recall everything; I won’t
place blame on anyone until that.

� “I do not know who
inflicted such terrible
injuries on me. There
was a rope wrapped
around my neck. Look
at my arms. They still
bear marks of some-
one’s hands, do they
look like I did that to
myself? My leg is
broken and I’ll need
another surgery
soon”

he Orthodox baptizing of Luis
Navarro, head of Georgia’s NDI
office, attracted a lot of
attention from society. Peruvian

by ethnicity, Navarro has already spent
several years living and working in
Georgia… He got baptized at the Lower
Bethlehem Church in Tbilisi. The holy
ritual was performed by Father
Aleksandre (Bolkvadze), who kindly
agreed to an interview.

T
BY  TEA  KHURTSILAVA

But among a majority of the world’s pop-
ulation, Iveri’s outburst will have more reso-
nance than it would in Australia – though it
is worth recalling that 40 years ago her words
might well have reflected public opinion.

This is not an argument for tolerating
hate speech, but rather for a pragmatic as-
sessment of how we can best respond.

One unintended consequence of Iveri’s
contract now being cancelled is that it will
reinforce the perception that “the West” is
using homosexuality to wage a cultural war
on those whose understandings of sexuality
are very different; it might well increase ho-
mophobia in Georgia and make Iveri into a
martyr for social conservatives.

This is exactly the outcome that many of
those who are using sexuality as a means of
strengthening their hold on power and main-
taining a deeply patriarchal social order will like.

One of the consequences of social media
is increasing campaigns for boycotts as a
means of expressing outrage and opposition.
To boycott an individual artist might well make
us feel better, but will OA’s actions actually
help those facing ongoing violence and per-
secution in Georgia?

Rather than Opera Australia cancelling
her contract, there were alternatives in this
case. The company could have been asked
to dedicate a performance to international
LGTB rights, and for Iveri to donate her fee
that evening to an organisation supporting
global rights such as the International Les-
bian and Gay Rights Association.

�
  “Subsequently she

claimed in a statement on
Facebook the post was
written by her husband; I
suspect they both contribut-
ed to the letter given its
internal contradictions”

Tamar  Iveri with her husband Raul Tskhadadze

Continued from p. 4

Exclusive interview with a 14-year-old injured girlFollow-up story (“Boyfriend accused of
strangling girlfriend,” published in
Georgian Journal, issue #23)

� “We were done as a cou-
ple, but we still met from
time to time, messaged each
other on Skype and read
each other’s social media”

� I was in such a terrible condition and he didn’t even visit me
in the hospital, even to say that he is not guilty of anything. We
aren’t a couple now, but we used to be one, after all. If he isn’t
guilty, why didn’t he show up?
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Some allies oppose granting Georgia
MAP membership, fearing it could provoke
Russian retaliation, whereas others say it
would look as if NATO was bowing to Rus-
sian pressure if it did not. One NATO diplo-
mat said the alliance was split 50:50, and
therefore was far from required consensus.

At a Bucharest summit, NATO had re-
buffed US demands to grant MAP to Geor-
gia and Ukraine and only promised to the
two ex-Soviet republics that they would join
NATO one day. Washington may now tread
more cautiously.

If Georgia became a member of the alli-
ance, members would be obliged to inter-
vene to defend it if it comes under attack,
another factor that would weigh heavily in
future decisions. Russia, which has said that
its annexation of Crimea in March was influ-
enced by the Western military alliance’s ex-
pansion into Eastern Europe, has made no
secret of its hostility to its neighbour Geor-
gia joining NATO.

NATO foreign ministers will discuss the
prospects of Georgia and three other coun-
tries that aspire to join NATO in Brussels
next week, with a final decision expected in
September.

NATO’s Deputy Secretary General Alex-
ander Vershbow said in April that NATO
needed to convey “a strong and convinc-
ing message on enlargement at our Wales
summit.”

“We will reaffirm that any decision on
future alliance membership are for NATO
members alone to take and that no third par-
ty has any right of veto,” he said. Despite
the defiant talk, some allies feel it would be
needlessly provocative to Russia - which
still has several thousand troops near
Ukraine’s border - to invite Georgia to join
MAP now. “It’s not very likely they will get
MAP,” one NATO diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said.

NATO should not show weakness but

NATO UNLIKELY TO GRANT GEORGIA STEP TO MEMBERSHIP

ATO countries, wary of
antagonizing Russia, are unlikely
to grant former Soviet republic

Georgia a formal step towards
membership of the alliance at a summit
in September, NATO diplomats say. With
NATO-Russia tensions running high
after Moscow’s annexation of Ukraine’s
Crimea region, the question of whether
to invite Georgia to join the Membership
Action Plan (MAP), putting the country
closer to its goal of NATO membership,
has spawned conflicting views in the
alliance.

N

should also not take steps “that would irri-
tate Russia without bringing anything to the
alliance,” he said. But a diplomat from an-
other country commented: “Not giving
MAP to Georgia because of Russia is the
wrong thing to do.”

MAP is a program of advice, assistance
and practical support tailored to countries
wishing to join the alliance. One diplomat
said around a dozen of NATO’s 28 members
were reluctant to invite Georgia into MAP
and predicted that the alliance would be
unable to reach the required consensus.
NATO appears likely to settle on a compro-
mise by giving Georgia a package of “rein-
forced cooperation” with NATO that would
fall short of MAP. This package could in-

clude measures such as closer political co-
operation, training the Georgian armed forc-
es and strengthening NATO’s liaison office
in Georgia.

The United States is putting a higher pri-
ority on preserving alliance unity at a time
when NATO is locked in confrontation with
Russia over Ukraine.

France thinks the timing is not right to
invite Georgia to join MAP and Germany is
also opposed, the diplomats said.

Some allies question whether NATO -
whose limited military presence in Eastern
Europe has been exposed by the Ukraine
crisis - could credibly extend its security
guarantee to Georgia, with its two Russian-
backed breakaway regions.

The hawks on the issue are the former
Soviet republics in the Baltics and some oth-
er east European countries, which argue
NATO should send a tough message to Rus-
sia by granting MAP.

In 2010, Ukraine’s former pro-Russian Pres-
ident Viktor Yanukovich ditched his coun-
try’s goal of joining NATO. But Georgia has
doggedly pursued its ambition of NATO
membership and contributes 800 troops to
the NATO-led force in Afghanistan.

NATO head Anders Fogh Rasmussen of-
fered encouragement in loose terms at a de-
fense ministers meeting this month.

“Georgia will be a member of NATO, pro-
vided that it fulfills the requirements of mem-
bership,” he said. “I am confident that our
next Summit will recognize Georgia’s
progress.”

Georgian Defence Minister Irakli Alasa-
nia told Reuters after talks with NATO coun-
terparts this month he remained hopeful that
Georgia would be invited to join MAP in
Wales but added: “I care less about word-
ings (and) more about the actions on the
ground.”

Prepared by NBR

BY   ADRIAN   CROFT

Continued from p. 7

�
  If Georgia became a member of the alliance, members would

be obliged to intervene to defend it if it comes under attack,
another factor that would weigh heavily in future decisions

appeared. The caves, plus remnants of stre-
ets and city walls, have afforded archaeolo-
gists a good view of the demarcation of
neighborhoods and their functions within
the community.

Uplistsikhe is now a UNESCO-recogn-
ised site and, in conjunction with financial
aid from the World Bank, the Georgian gov-
ernment is working hard to protect it from
further damage.

Uplistsikhe is important because of the
combination of pagan and Christian evi-
dence linked to it. Situated just a few kilo-
metres from the ancient Silk Road route,
Uplistsikhe was a major trading centre and
is a place where the archaeology demon-
strates strong links with Asia Minor, Arme-
nia and Iran, amongst others.

Uplistsikhe had been a city before the
days of Genghis Khan, and now it is de-

UPLISTSIKHE -”FORTRESS OF
GOD” AND CITY LIKE JERUSALEM

�
  Uplistsikhe is in eastern

Georgia, some 15 kilome-
ters east of the town of Gori.
It contains various struc-
tures dating from the early
Iron Age and the late mid-
dle ages...

Tbilisi-Uplistsikhe  route: Follow  our  map!

stroyed. Here are fabulous monuments
carved out of rock, likewise rock-cut grand
halls and a long tunnel lead to the waters of

the Mtkvari. To the west there is a sheer
cliff: one can imagine troops armed with
bows and spears and cavalry coming out of

the caves and marching to the battlefields.
The site is said to be an oracle. It is called
Uplistsikhe.
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JAIL
TATTOOS

HIPSTER
TRIANGLE

The human body is always treated as an
image of society, so tattoos are a significant
part of identity and many stereotypes are as-
sociated with them.  Some people think that
tattoos are for criminals. When I first got inked
my neighbors asked me: “why the hell did you
do this to yourself? You are not a gang mem-
ber or anything.” Part of society, mostly the
older generation, sees an inked body as a neg-
ative thing; as the mark of an outlaw who has
been in prison.

I strongly believe that tattoos are a map to
one’s life and personality. As with clothing
and hairstyles, tattoo choices are rooted in
personal taste, but that is one of the greatest
things about them. It can be a public exclama-
tion or very private, but either way, there is an
experience and a memory behind it. A tattoo is
just one of the many ways in which we can
record our lives.

However, in today’s Georgia, people who
are looking for work should think twice about
getting them. There is no tattoo acceptance at
workplaces like banks or governmental insti-
tutions or schools and universities. It is still
staya taboo.

So, why do people get tattoos? And what
kind of images are they painting on their bod-
ies? In Georgia, there are several types of
body painting. I will discuss what kind of
imagery I have encountered. Let’s start with
religious motifs. Some people do believe that
if they will paint sacred symbols of religious
confessions all over their bodies it will keep
them safe or guard them. Some do this to

express their respect and others just like the
look of it. For example, my relative, one of the
greatest Georgian writers, Chabua Amirejibi
had Saint George’s icon on his chest and he
said that it kept him alive and safe. It’s a clas-
sic example of how some people look at tat-
toos as if it is a talisman.

As well as religious characteristics, there
are criminal tattoos too. In Georgia we have
the “Vor v zakone” (thief-in-law) kind of imag-
es. Many of them are complex, secretive, and
deeply meaningful. The most spread prison

�
 “The shape of a

triangle is the most
common tattoo seen
with teenagers. Deers,
cats and whales are
popular too”

man without tattoos is invisible to
the Gods. I  read this somewhere
and ever since then I have

romanticized my view about tattoos.
A

�
 Don’t trust a Woman! - As funny as it looks, there is proba-

bly some sad story behind this tattoo

tattoo is the five dots on the hand which means
that a person was imprisoned. Four dots rep-
resent the cell, one dot in the middle repre-
sents the person caged between the four walls.
For example, if a person has a blossoming rose
as a tattoo it means that he/she turned eigh-
teen while in prison. But nowadays this kind
of tattoos (gang related, criminal, gulag style)
etc. are part of fashion and many youngsters
cover their bodies with paintings that once
were strictly for criminal authorities.

I have seen dozens of tattoos, but the one
I want to mention here is the funniest I ever
saw. It goes: “Every woman is a slut, sorry
mom.” This guy was probably heartbroken,
betrayed and lost faith in women in particu-
lar; so he expressed himself like this. I think
that tattoos are the easiest way to express
your thoughts in public. Tattoos work exact-
ly like posters at demonstrations, even bet-
ter. Our bodies were printed as blank pages to
be filled with the ink of our thoughts, beliefs
and desires.

The younger generation has a completely
different look at tattoos. With the rise of the
hipster culture, it brought us a whole new
meaning to geometrical and animal images. The
shape of a triangle is the most common tattoo
seen with teenagers. Foxes, cats and whales
are popular too. I researched why hipsters
were so obsessed with triangles. I haven’t
found a real explanation to this phenomenon
yet. One thing is sure: hipsters and triangles
are two things that will always go together.

In conclusion, tattoos have been around
for centuries for medicinal, decorative, and
various other reasons. Presently, they are used
more as an extension of a person’s sense of
fashion or to show their religious or gang af-
filiations. No matter how a person looks at it,
the body is still a canvas for a tattoo artist and
now there is a lot of really nice artwork out
there. The styles of tattoo art are as diverse
and unique as the individuals wearing them
today. And it’s my belief that these styles will
continue to grow even more diverse and cre-
ative than they are today.

�
 “The most popular

prison tattoo is the
five dots on the hand
which means that a
person was impris-
oned. Four dots
represent the cell;
one dot in the middle
represents the person
caged between the
four walls”

BY   BACHO  ODISHARIA

�
 Hollywood actor Viggo Mortensen “getting his stars (signs

of Vory-v-zakone) done” in crime/action movie  “Eastern
Promises” (2007)

Tattoo evolution in Georgia

FROM

TO

�
 “One of the

greatest Georgian
writers, Chabua
Amirejibi had
Saint George’s
icon on his chest
and he said that it
kept him alive
and safe.”
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hida Kartli region is well known
by a diverse range of cultural
sights including several historical

and cultural landmarks, for example the
museum of Joseph Stalin and the famous
ancient rock-hewn town of Uplistsikhe
Church.

S

UPLISTSIKHE -”FORTRESS OF
GOD” AND CITY LIKE JERUSALEM

DISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIA

BY   NINO  KHORAVA

Uplistsikhe is a remarkable cave town
with a variety of archeological sites and many
churches, monasteries and fortresses. Up-
listsikhe was an important religious, politi-
cal and cultural center in the Hellenistic and
the late antique periods.This is one of the
most significant tourist attractions dating
back to the 1st millennium BC.

Uplistsikhe is in eastern Georgia, some
15 kilometers east of the town of Gori. It
contains various structures dating from the
early Iron Age and the late middle ages. It’s
hard to tell if caves naturally existed in this
stone because you can tell that rooms were
carved into the stone, but I suspect the
caves were there and they were modified
extensively over time. Some of the caves
have very ornately-carved ceilings resem-
bling three-dimentional plaster work. In
some areas you can tell there were columns
standing from floor to ceiling, but they are
nowhere to be seen.

Walking along ancient stone walkways
and stairwells made me feel like I was walk-
ing in a city like Jerusalem before Jesus was

ever born. If you watched Riddley Scott’s
epic “Kingdom of Heaven”, then Uplistsikhe
will remind you of Holy City of Jerusalem.
Both are remarkable for the unique rock-cut
architectures. Uplistsikhe is identified by ar-
chaeologists as one of the oldest urban set-
tlements in Georgia.

Archaeological excavations have revea-
led extraordinary artifacts of different eras:
beautiful gold, silver and bronze jewelry and
magnificent examples of ceramics and sculp-
tures. These are no longer on site and are
displayed in the National Museum of Tbi-
lisi.The majority of the caves are void of any
decoration but there are columns and beams
carved from the sandstone rock.

At UplisTsikhe an entire town is carved
into the soft stone of the mountainside. As
the city grew, wooden structures were ei-
ther added to the caves or built to stand
alone. All of these dwellings have since dis-

�
 Walking along ancient stone walk-

ways and stairwells made me feel like I
was walking in a city like Jerusalem
before Jesus was ever born. If you
watched Riddley Scott’s epic “King-
dom of Heaven”, then Uplistsikhe will
remind you of Holy City of Jerusalem

Continued on p. 15
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ATESHGA OF TBILISI – ANCIENT

SITE OF WORLD ZOROASTRIANISM
BY   EKA  LOMIDZE

n Sololaki, the old district of
Tbilisi, not a single man out of ten
can tell you where Ateshga is; even
more, this name may embarrass

them. In case you mention the fire-
worshipers’ temple, they will shrug their
shoulders even more. Some of them may
attempt to make excuses, saying that the
times of fire-worshiping are far gone and
forgotten.

�
 “This is the same Ahura

Mazda, the follower of
which was Zaratustra, the
Übermensch of Nietzsche”

�
 “Before that Armenians

lived in the church yard and
they had a hen house in the
old place for idols”

At a stone’s throw from the Zemo Be-
tlemi church there is an ancient religious
monument, Ateshga, the place for kindling
a fire. This is the name of the Zoroastrian
temple built of brick in the Kldisubani dis-
trict. According to historic sources, Atesh-
ga is an IV-V century monument. It is there-
fore one of the oldest, still existing fire-
worshipping altars in the world. The tem-
ple has been “besieged” by residential
buildings for a long time. The only possi-
ble way to get near it is via the Anton Dge-
buadze’s yard.

They call him uncle Chito. For years he’s
been functioning as an out-of-staff guard
of the temple without any payment. He was
promised a salary ten years ago but…

“In case the state cared about the histo-
ry of the country, full scale excavation
works should be done here. A lot is hidden
under the earth. Under the floor there are
arched vaults built of the same mortar as
the temple itself. Analyses are to be made
in order to establish the age but it’s not
possible here in Georgia. And it’s expen-
sive abroad. A lot of tourists come; mostly
Iranians. Turks said they would restore it
as a cultural center, then as a mosque. That
was a No-No. Nobody will bear a mullah
here. Only Georgians and Christians live in
this district.

John Taft, the former US Ambassador,
and his wife used to come here often. He
took photos. He was appalled by the num-
ber of current-supply wires, saying that
this marred the beauty. Mr. Taft was an in-
teresting man. Unfortunately, in Georgia,
(as I reckon, in most countries too) people
in power are only fond of money and they
don’t care about such things unless for-
eigners point them out. They only think to
wrap things up as quick as possible and
pocket the money. Our ancestors took care

of every stone. When laying a brick, they
checked it from every angle in order to re-
tain beauty and symmetry.”

Despite the fact that nobody officially
pays uncle Chito, he is so fond of the an-
cient cultural monument that he never
shuns from repairing it. He cares about tour-
ists, too. Right now tourists have neither
guides nor information booklets mention-
ing this place. Uncle Chito wanted to get

some booklets printed but it proved too
expensive. Expensive for ordinary, unem-
ployed people like him, but it should not
be difficult for the state.

Anton Dgebuadze’s family settled down
there in 1974. Before him Armenians lived
in the temple yard and they had a hen house
in the old sanctuary. There were even trees
in the temple interior…

The name “Ateshga” originates from
the Persian “Ateshgah” which means the
place for fire. The supreme deity of Zoro-
astrianism (fire-worshiping) is Ahura Maz-
da - the omniscient uncreated spirit. This
is the same Ahura Mazda the follower of
which was Zaratustra – Nietzsche’s Über-
mensch.

The fire-worshipers’ altar has been here
since ancient times. According to the chron-
icler, Zoroastrianism was very popular here
during the reign of King Vakhtang Gorgasali

(Founder of Tbilisi, second half of the fifth
century) and he had to tolerate this for-
eign faith. Together with the Christian bish-
op at the King’s court there also was a High
Magus, in the Georgian historical source
called as “The Persian bishop”. The Per-
sian Magi were officially empowered to
propagate their faith in Kartli. Presumably,
Ateshga was built during the Vakhtang Gor-
gasali’s times. After the mass persecution
of Zoroastrianism by Byzantine Emperor
Heraclius VI, it would be impossible to
build it in the Christian country. Accord-
ing to the historical data, Ateshga was
turned into a mosque by the Turks who
reigned in Tbilisi from 1724. After the ban-
ishment of the Turks from Tbilisi, in 1735,
Persian Shah Nadir demolished it.

�
 Zoroastrianism was very

popular here during the reign
of King Vakhtang Gorgasali
(Founder of Tbilisi, second
half of the fifth century)

�
 “Historical sources prove that Ateshga is a

monument of the IV-V centuries”
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EXCEPTIONAL DISCOVERY OR EXCEPTIONAL SCAM?
ast week the beginning of the gas
extraction works in the village of
Iormughanlo of the Sagarejo

region was marked with much fanfare.
Extraction and distribution of gas from
the deposit is carried out by the
American Company Frontera. Along
with company representatives, the first
transmission of natural gas was attended
by Mr. Richard Norland, the US
Ambassador to Georgia.

L

EURO-4 STANDARD MIGHT BE INTRODUCED IN GEORGIA

t has been almost two months since our neighbor Azerbaijan banned the import of
old cars: from now on, only cars that meet the “Euro-4” ecological standard and
were manufactured in 2005 or later are allowed to be imported. This is a very hard

hit not only for our car dealerships but for the economy as well, since re-export of cars
has occupied a significant place in Georgian economy till today.  This is exacerbated
by the fact that  June 27 is approaching – the day  Georgia will sign the European
Union Association Agreement. With the date drawing ever closer, certain questions
surface in our society, such as “Does getting closer to the European Union mean that
the “Euro-4” standard will be applied to our cars and fuel as well?” or “Will the
renewal of our auto park become mandatory as well?” Naturally, such questions are
important and attention-worthy for a country which owns a rather outdated auto park.
As Vano Mtvralashvili, Chairman of Petroleum Products Importers’ Union, says,
changes in this field are necessary, but everything requires time.

I

data the state didn’t consider the beginning
of extraction works well-grounded.”

 Liana Jervalidze, expert in energy issues:

‘The gas exploration works in Georgia have
been on since the second half of the 19th
century. By the way, the Siemens brothers
who later founded the famous Siemens Com-
pany were carrying out gas exploration works
here. After WWII, in a mountainous village
of the Akhmeta region gas was produced by
Belgians. They carried wineskins filled with
small amounts of natural gas on mule back
and sold them to the plains.

Frontera has been carrying out explora-
tion works for a long time but nothing has
been found so far; that’s why the declaration
about the 42-billion-deposit was somewhat
unexpected. In case there is indeed such a
reservoir, of course it’s very important for the
development of the inner market because we
depend on imported gas for 100%. At present,
Georgia consumes maximum 2 billion cubic
meters of gas. If we suppose that the econo-
my develops and consumption will increase,
it will presumably reach 3.5 billion.

It seems that the gas deposit discovered
by Frontera will meet the internal needs for 12
years. This potential won’t turn Georgia into a
full-fledged player on the world gas market
but for the internal market it will be interesting.
In case the exploration works are successful
and the amount of deposit is as expected, this
will be commercially very profitable and Geor-
gia will become an exporter country.“

In Frontera they declare that the 42 billion
is an anticipated index. According to the offi-
cial webpage of the company, the daily rate
of the extracted gas from the deposit amounts
to 57 000 cubic meters and its geological po-
tential is assessed at 28 billion cubic meters...

The gas extraction works began in the sec-
ond half of the 1970s and are still going on a
small scale. Average annual extraction of gas
within the last five years was 16.5 million cu-
bic meters. The total amount of extracted gas
in the country is 2.8 billion cubic meters. The
discovery of the gas deposit by Frontera didnt
come as a surprise but the amount of it – 42
billion cubic meters - solemnly announced by
the American company aroused great inter-
est. Annually Georgia consumes 1.8-2 billion
cubic meters of gas and the country almost
by 100% depends on the imported natural gas.

On this background it isn’t strange that
Steve Nickandros, CEO of  Frontera, assessed
this discovery as historical, considering the
42-billion cubic meters of gas as a precondi-
tion of energy independence of the country.
The importance of the project was also under-
lined by Ambassador Richard Norland who
noted that Georgia has the potential of be-
coming a state that extracts significant amount
of gas. All this is wonderful but… nothing
was known about this grandiose discovery to
the Oil and Gas Corporation of Georgia.

Alexander Abaidze, Oil and Gas Corpora-

tion of Georgia: “The deposit in Iormughanlo
was discovered during Soviet times. After that,
in 2008, Frontera renewed the drilling and ex-
traction works. As for the volume, the official
documents submitted by Frontera to our Cor-
poration, representing the state, said 23 mil-
lion cubic meters. I hope you agree that there
is much difference between 23 million and 42
billion. Besides, the discovery of such depos-
its is connected with wide-scale works; there
should be geological proof, etc. No such spe-
cial exploration works have been carried out
and consequently no big deposits have been
found. I can tell you even more, several months
ago we held different meetings, including with
Frontera where the 23-million deposit was dis-
cussed. Due to insufficiency of the presented

Vano Mtvralashvili:
“As we try to become members of the

EU, the quality of cars and fuel will become
a major question. I think that matching our
numbers and statistics with those of the EU
should be done gradually. It should happen
step by step, not instantly. Currently, no one
obliges us to immediately switch to the stan-
dards that are currently active in Europe. In
the future, however, we will be obliged to
do so, and we will be ready to slowly start
matching the requirements. Wanting to be
part of the EU automatically implies that we
should accept its norms.

Let’s ask a different question: how ready
is Georgia to implement such regulations
now? There are a lot of drivers who use
outdated cars; what are we going to tell
them? Of course, if Georgia becomes a mem-
ber of the EU, the government will have no

choice but to implement certain limitations
on the import and sale of cars. The newer
the auto park is, the less it pollutes the en-
vironment, but as I have already told you,
everything depends on the country’s cur-
rent development and the financial condi-
tion of the population… Our social back-
ground is quite bleak, the country is not
ready for this and thus the government will
not be able to take such radical measures.
All we can do at this stage is to stimulate
the import of newer vehicles – this will be
the best way of making sure that the coun-
try will get an influx of new cars while

avoiding financial damage to the citizens.”
This opinion is shared by Soso Archvadze,

an expert economist:
“What matters the most is how our gov-

ernment is going to regulate the quality of
vehicles and fuel. How did Azerbaijan man-

�
  What is “Euro-4” standard? - only cars that meet the

“Euro-4” ecological standard and were manufactured in 2005
or later are allowed to be imported

BY   EMA  TUKHIASHVILI

BY   KHATUNA  CHIGOGIDZE

�
  Our social background is quite bleak, the country is not

ready for this and thus the government will not be able to take
such radical measures

Billions of cubic meters in gas deposit REPORTEDLY discovered in Iormughanlo, Georgia

age to do this, then? Don’t forget the enor-
mous income of this country.”

Azerbaijan is a country of oil and gas, and
there is no way we are able to compete with
them. The population of this country pos-
sesses adequate financial resources - Renew-
ing one’s auto park and reducing the amount
of ecologically damaging cars is a very good
move for the country that possesses neces-
sary resources for that. In our case, however,
care is necessary – renewal of the auto park
should happen gradually and painlessly.

�
 If this is true, gas deposit

discovered by Frontera will
satisfy Georgia’s internal
needs for 12 years

�
 In the 19th century Sie-

mens brothers, who later
founded the famous Siemens
Company were carrying out
gas exploration works here

Steve  Nickandros, CEO of  Frontera and Ambassador Richard Norland
in at Iormuganlo gas deposit
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“TIRZA” - THE TALE OF LORD BYRON AND GEORGIAN GIRL

– Let’s start from the most important sub-
ject – what was Byron’s connection to Geor-
gia?

– When Byron was 19-20 years old, he
wrote a poem, which ends with the following
lines:

“YE wilds, that look eternal;
and thou cave,

Which seem’st unfathomable;
and ye mountains,

So varied and so terrible in beauty.”
In his Don Juan he describes a Georgian

woman as an exemplar of beauty. The Giaour
sees the depiction of someone named Leyla
wearing Georgian national dress… In Byron’s
original poem, Don Juan, when dressed as a
woman, was described as so beautiful that he
might have even compared to a Georgian wom-

n 23 June, Tbilisi hosted 40th
annual international Byron
Conference. A grand opening

went very successfully and ended in
triumphant finale with 200 graduates
and current students of the Byron School
of Tbilisi on the stage. This was followed
by the plenary session of the conference.
Next day the guest enjoyed the sights of
Tbilisi after the programmed scientific
discussions of the Byronic legacy. One of
the honorary guests of conference, Mrs.
Inesa Merabishvili, a well-known
Anglicist and translator, gave us an
interview.

O
an in beauty. Russian translation, however,
states that he was so beautiful that you could
compare a Georgian woman to him…

– Is there any other proof of Byron’s con-
nection to Georgia?

– Byron died in 1824 and his autobiogra-
phy in three volumes was published in 1825.
In volume three, an interesting occasion is
described. Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a
13-year-old Georgian girl at a slave market
during his travels through Asia Minor. Byron

did not know any Georgian and this girl did
not know English, but at the time, a specific
tongue existed between traders and travelers,
which the girl spoke because she was being
sold as a slave for the third time already. By-
ron was deeply touched by the child’s appear-
ance and age. He immediately paid 800 Pias-
tres for rescuing the girl and promised her that
she would return to Georgia. Later, however, it
seems that the person he entrusted the girl
with, an Irishman by name of Fletcher betrayed
him and so Byron lost her trail. He looked for
her far and wide for two years and eventually
found her, but she was in poor health. Their

meeting left a lasting impression on the poet,
with the girl crying and hugging him. She didn’t
know who Byron was. He left her in reliable
hands and continued his journey. The girl was
taken to the island of Crete for treatment, but
her health failed and she died. When Byron
found out about this, he was really aggrieved.

We checked the facts and everything in
this story matches. Was Byron in Alexandria
Troas? Yes, he was, and he met the Georgian
girl on 12 April 1810. In 1811, Byron wrote a

letter to his friend in which he says that he is
devastated because yet another one of his
friends had died (that year Byron’s mother
died, along with four of his friends) and there
is no point in mentioning her name because
she is not a local… On the same day Byron
writes a poem about Tirza and then a whole
cycle dedicated to Tirza as well. We do not
know the girl’s name, but “Tirza” is a Jewish
name which means “sorrow.” But knowing that
the girl was Christian, it might well be that the
girl’s name was “Tsiso” or maybe he simply
gave her another name. For 200 years no one
could find the one who inspired the poem…

BY   MANANA   GABRITCHIDZE

�
 Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a 13-year-old Georgian girl

at a slave market during his travels through Asia Minor... He
immediately bought the girl and promised her that she would
return to Georgia... Their meeting left a lasting impression on
the poet, with the girl crying and hugging him. She didn’t know
who Byron was

Also, there is a matter dedicated to Leyla in
Don Juan’s eighth to eleventh songs, which
tells the fate of a Georgian girl. It can be said
that they are basically the same, which is yet
another proof. The girl’s grave was allegedly
destroyed during the expansion of a Cretan
city and can no longer be found, otherwise
we’d know more, because it is said that the
story was chiseled into the gravestone. It was
an expression of Byron’s mourning of the Geor-
gian girl – “What is love of thousands com-
pared to love of a dead one who will never
forget you?” He never forgave himself for
abandoning the girl, it seems.
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Nikita Marshunok, president of the repub-
lic of Kazantip:

“I wonder whether Georgia actually needs
Kazantip or not. If it does, we are ready. Many
don’t really understand what Kazantip Z is –
we are not trying to create exact analog of Crime-

an festival in Anaklia. Taking the local mentali-
ty and existing opportunities into account, we
are going to hold a musical festival based on
both Georgian traditions and innovations. At
the first stage, we expect up to 50 000 foreign
guests in Georgia, with the number growing
every year. There will be millions of dollars in-
vested in this small, beautiful city of Anaklia,
which will boost local businesses… Georgia
offered us two cities in which the festival would
be held – Batumi and Anaklia. We chose Anak-
lia.”

Management of Kazantip recommends
scooters and electrocycles for getting around
the place.

Giorgi Sigua, Head of National Tourism
Administration:

“We have already achieved an agreement
with Ukrainian International Airlines about ap-
pointing new flights to Batumi airport from Kiev,
Kharkov and Lvov. We agreed on 11 flights per
week.”

According to him, the festival of 2014 will
not reach the scale it used to have in Ukraine.

Nikita Marshunok said from the very begin-
ning that due to peculiarities of local mentality,
the topic of drugs and free sex will be excluded
altogether. “We are only dealing with main is-
sues: sound, lighting, good mood and love” –
he explained.

Continued from p. 3 Still, the Georgian Orthodox Church wasn’t
overly excited about the festival being held in
Anaklia. Davit Isakadze, a deacon notorious
for his radical fundamentalist views, condemned
the festival and threatened that those attend-
ing this “source of perversion” would be ex-
communicated…

As locals say, some of them who lived near

the sea, were already approached by the festi-
val’s organizers and asked for permission to
erect tents in their yards.

Gocha Khubua, resident of Anaklia:
“We have a large yard. It is about 300 or

“KAZANTIP Z” IN GEORGIA – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

400 meters from my house to the sea, so my
parents were asked to yield some space for
the tent from 20 to 30 of August. No one
talked about money at all; I don’t think rent-
ing a yard is normal practice. But why do I
care, it’s all the better if some beautiful ladies

There will be comfortable temporary
housing built near the Kazantip’s territory,
with each living unit fit for 20-30 people.
One day’s meals will cost about $15. Guests
will be also settled in the building of the so-
called Patriots’ Camp, with price of a room
per person per day also being $15, meals
included. Anaklia’s hotels are also prepared
for the influx of “ParadiZers”. There will be

a tent settlement erected as well, with all the necessary infrastructure such as storage
safes, showers, latrines and food joints. Living in a tent will cost from $2 to $5 per day.

�
 “We are only dealing with

main issues: sound, lighting,
good mood and love”- Nikita I
Marshunok, president of
Kazantip. “Due to peculiari-
ties of local mentality, the
topic of drugs and free sex
will be excluded altogether”

�
 Davit Isakadze, a deacon known for his

austere views, condemned the festival and
threatened that those attending this
“source of perversion” would be excommu-
nicated…

come and live here – even if I don’t go to the
festival, I’ll be compensated by ogling them.
I’m kidding, of course. Still, I’d like to visit
the festival – we don’t get many such events
in Georgia and we aren’t used to them, so
naturally, I’m interested.”

Lika, 24, resident of Anaklia:
“Locals are intensely preparing for the festi-

val by furnishing the houses with maximum
comfort, sorting out lavatories, etc. Locals who
will be responsible for housing and hosting
tourists have their own cafes and food joints,
most of which are currently undergoing reno-
vation. Competition for clients will be enor-
mous, and everyone will try to attract foreign-
ers with local dishes & drinks, in hope of even-
tually making them permanent clients.

– Is the price of hotels known?
– Prices vary. Price for a hotel room with one

meal per day begins at 180 GEL, although I’ve
heard that rooms with a view on the seashore
are more expensive. So, after a two-year stag-
nation, life is finally returning to Anaklia.

Long story short, in just a bit the festival
preparations will enter their intensive phase.
As locals say, important preparations such as
setting up required infrastructure, erecting tents
and fencing the festival location haven’t even
kicked off…

Mark Strong - Tbilisi mayoral candidate Nika
Melia from the United National Movement. Mr.
Strong often plays negative roles, crime lords and
sinister villains. He is often casted as cold,
calculating villains. But he is very nice in real life
and this is the main thing. I think he would be
perfect as a suave, well-mannered yet cunning
mayoral candidate. I think their similarity expresses
in their gazes too. They both have that serious,
strict look with a twinkle of mischief in it.

Judi Dench – Tbilisi mayoral candidate Asmat Tka-
bladze from Labour Party. Dench is known for often
playing dignified, strong willed women in positions of
authority who are sometimes opposed or criticized by
those under her. She is a genius and unique actress. In
fact, there is no similarity between Judi and Asmat, but I
think she suits in this role if it would be comical version
of movie. I think there are no difficulties for Damme
Dench and she can perform any kind of role.

Mr. Pitkin – Tbilisi mayoral candidate David
Narmania from the Georgian Dream. It’s funny
but also interesting to imagine Mr. Pitkin’s
character in David Narmania’s role. How Mr.
Pitkin tries to become mayor of a city. What are
his actions to achieve his goal? being prone to
uttering some really funny lines, I believe
Narmania would make one hell of a comic
character to play, especially if you are willing to
cast his overly protective mother too.
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The source:
“Georgian
Cousine”

guidebook by
Palitra Media

Publishing
House, available

at BIBLUS
shops.

Ingredients:

1kg of green tkemali
1-2 bunches of coriander (mature

is better, although fresh one will do
as well)

1 bunch of pennyroyal
5-6 cloves of garlic
1 bunch of dill (optional)
1 bunch of wet savory (also op-

tional)
Red pepper
Salt

TKEMALI – UNIQUE GEORGIAN PLUM SOUCE
Tkemali is a famous Georgian sour

plum sauce made of cherry plums –
both red and green varieties. Red
sauce is cooked from ripe plums at the
end of summer, while green Tkemali is
prepared from unripe plums in the
Spring.

It is mainly used with potato dishes,
fried or grilled meat and poultry.

11 32 33

Step-by-Step Instruction:

Preparation:
Put washed tkemali into a cooking pot,

pour a bit of water (make sure it doesn’t
cover the fruit) and put it on a low flame.
Stir it a few times while it boils. After the
tkemali become soft, squeeze them out in a
colander (save the juice) and grate them.
Mix them with their own juice, the amount
you add is up to you.

Mash your greens, garlic and pepper
(alternatively, just put them through a
meat-grinder) and add them to the tkemali
paste along with some salt.

You can replace hot peppers with
ground red pepper. There is a lot of pectin
in green tkemali and it can get very thick
after you grate it. In this case, add boiled
(but cooled) water until the paste reaches
a desirable consistency. In the end, you
can add more garlic, greens or any spices
to modify the taste of tkemali as you see
fit. In some cases, if the sauce is too sour,
you can add some sugar.

11THURSDAY

26 JUNE - 2 JULY

2014

– I am from Shida Kartli region. Living
there and not being interested in Stalin sim-
ply doesn’t come together. I got interested
too and decided to learn more about Sta-
lin- that meant searching the internet, read-
ing books, asking elders for their opinions,
etc. Then I went to Gori and found even
more information about him in the muse-
um. In the end I decided that I liked Stalin a
lot, so I created this page to make people
look at him from another perspective; show-
ing society his positive sides.

– You never encountered any literature
that portrayed Stalin negatively?

– Of course, I encountered literature
which accuses him of repressions, execut-
ing members of the intelligentsia, etc. I still
justify his actions, though. What is inter-
esting is that while everyone mentions Sta-
lin in a negative light, no one ever talks
about him restoring autocephaly to the
Georgian Orthodox Church in 1943.

– What exactly do you find attractive
about him?

– Stalin was an ordinary person who ac-
complished a lot through sheer determina-

ot so long ago, a page dedicated
to Joseph Stalin appeared on
Facebook and is quickly gaining

popularity. The creator of the page is an
18-year-old girl. She hesitated a lot
before agreeing to an interview, giving
her consent only on condition of full
anonymity. We will let you judge for
yourself whether what you read below is
a product of her own thought or of
someone else’s influence, but it is
obvious that even today there are quite a
few people in Georgia who share her
opinions. The first thing we asked the
young Stalinist is why she decided to
create such a page:

BY  LADO  GOGOLADZE

tion. For years, he ruled the
world the way he wanted. I
like his ruling policy a lot –
Totalitarianism and dicta-
torship. He created a pow-
erful and centralized state.
I vastly prefer that to de-
mocracy.

– By this logic, can Sta-
lin be forgiven for cre-
ation of GULAGs as well?

– Of course, it can be jus-

tified. Such an authority could not be es-
tablished based on kindness or love.

– And why it had to be established at
all?

– Unlike other ruling methods, dictator-
ship is far more organized and stable. Be-
sides, he was Stalin and he could do any-
thing he wanted because he desired to cre-
ate a powerful state.

– Stalin is said to have been proud to
be Georgian. You think this is true?

– Yes, he loved Georgia a lot and was

“TODAY’S GEORGIA NEEDS STALIN AND
DICTATORSHIP” – 18 YEAR OLD “STALINISTKA”

N

�
 “I like his style a lot – dictatorship and Totali-

tarianism. He created was a powerful and cen-
tralized state. I vastly prefer that to democracy”

�
 “I, as a Georgian, like the

fact that a fellow Georgian,
an ordinary guy from Gori,
achieved so much. This is
why I adore him”

18-year-old female fan
created a Facebook fan

page dedicated to the
Soviet Leader

proud of his ethnicity. Stalin frequently said
that he was born in Georgia, but raised by
Russia.

– If he loved Georgia so much, then
why didn’t he return territories such as
Saingilo Or Sochi back to Georgia?

– I too pondered on this question and
heard many answers to it but this does not
belittle Stalin in my eyes, because I believe
he must have had his own reasons. Stalin
was a person vastly different from every-
body and this is what I like about him. Nat-
urally, I don’t justify what you asked me
about, but I, as a Georgian, like the fact
that a fellow Georgian, an ordinary guy from
Gori, achieved so much. This is why I adore
him.

– Would Stalin be good for today’s
Georgia?

– Definitely. Today’s Georgia needs Sta-
lin and dictatorship. It would be good for
Georgia to be ruled by a dictator – every-
thing would be better. If Stalin was here,
he would tidy the country up, both econo-
my- and territory-wise. Do you like what’s
going today in Georgia?

– Regardless of whether I like it or not,
the will of the people exists, which they
express at the elections…

– Stalin would be good for today’s Geor-
gia because he would put everything back
in order and get the country back on its feet.
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– I am from Shida Kartli region. Living
there and not being interested in Stalin sim-
ply doesn’t come together. I got interested
too and decided to learn more about Sta-
lin- that meant searching the internet, read-
ing books, asking elders for their opinions,
etc. Then I went to Gori and found even
more information about him in the muse-
um. In the end I decided that I liked Stalin a
lot, so I created this page to make people
look at him from another perspective; show-
ing society his positive sides.

– You never encountered any literature
that portrayed Stalin negatively?

– Of course, I encountered literature
which accuses him of repressions, execut-
ing members of the intelligentsia, etc. I still
justify his actions, though. What is inter-
esting is that while everyone mentions Sta-
lin in a negative light, no one ever talks
about him restoring autocephaly to the
Georgian Orthodox Church in 1943.

– What exactly do you find attractive
about him?

– Stalin was an ordinary person who ac-
complished a lot through sheer determina-

ot so long ago, a page dedicated
to Joseph Stalin appeared on
Facebook and is quickly gaining

popularity. The creator of the page is an
18-year-old girl. She hesitated a lot
before agreeing to an interview, giving
her consent only on condition of full
anonymity. We will let you judge for
yourself whether what you read below is
a product of her own thought or of
someone else’s influence, but it is
obvious that even today there are quite a
few people in Georgia who share her
opinions. The first thing we asked the
young Stalinist is why she decided to
create such a page:
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tion. For years, he ruled the
world the way he wanted. I
like his ruling policy a lot –
Totalitarianism and dicta-
torship. He created a pow-
erful and centralized state.
I vastly prefer that to de-
mocracy.

– By this logic, can Sta-
lin be forgiven for cre-
ation of GULAGs as well?

– Of course, it can be jus-

tified. Such an authority could not be es-
tablished based on kindness or love.

– And why it had to be established at
all?

– Unlike other ruling methods, dictator-
ship is far more organized and stable. Be-
sides, he was Stalin and he could do any-
thing he wanted because he desired to cre-
ate a powerful state.

– Stalin is said to have been proud to
be Georgian. You think this is true?

– Yes, he loved Georgia a lot and was
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proud of his ethnicity. Stalin frequently said
that he was born in Georgia, but raised by
Russia.

– If he loved Georgia so much, then
why didn’t he return territories such as
Saingilo Or Sochi back to Georgia?

– I too pondered on this question and
heard many answers to it but this does not
belittle Stalin in my eyes, because I believe
he must have had his own reasons. Stalin
was a person vastly different from every-
body and this is what I like about him. Nat-
urally, I don’t justify what you asked me
about, but I, as a Georgian, like the fact
that a fellow Georgian, an ordinary guy from
Gori, achieved so much. This is why I adore
him.

– Would Stalin be good for today’s
Georgia?

– Definitely. Today’s Georgia needs Sta-
lin and dictatorship. It would be good for
Georgia to be ruled by a dictator – every-
thing would be better. If Stalin was here,
he would tidy the country up, both econo-
my- and territory-wise. Do you like what’s
going today in Georgia?

– Regardless of whether I like it or not,
the will of the people exists, which they
express at the elections…

– Stalin would be good for today’s Geor-
gia because he would put everything back
in order and get the country back on its feet.
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“TIRZA” - THE TALE OF LORD BYRON AND GEORGIAN GIRL

– Let’s start from the most important sub-
ject – what was Byron’s connection to Geor-
gia?

– When Byron was 19-20 years old, he
wrote a poem, which ends with the following
lines:

“YE wilds, that look eternal;
and thou cave,

Which seem’st unfathomable;
and ye mountains,

So varied and so terrible in beauty.”
In his Don Juan he describes a Georgian

woman as an exemplar of beauty. The Giaour
sees the depiction of someone named Leyla
wearing Georgian national dress… In Byron’s
original poem, Don Juan, when dressed as a
woman, was described as so beautiful that he
might have even compared to a Georgian wom-

n 23 June, Tbilisi hosted 40th
annual international Byron
Conference. A grand opening

went very successfully and ended in
triumphant finale with 200 graduates
and current students of the Byron School
of Tbilisi on the stage. This was followed
by the plenary session of the conference.
Next day the guest enjoyed the sights of
Tbilisi after the programmed scientific
discussions of the Byronic legacy. One of
the honorary guests of conference, Mrs.
Inesa Merabishvili, a well-known
Anglicist and translator, gave us an
interview.

O
an in beauty. Russian translation, however,
states that he was so beautiful that you could
compare a Georgian woman to him…

– Is there any other proof of Byron’s con-
nection to Georgia?

– Byron died in 1824 and his autobiogra-
phy in three volumes was published in 1825.
In volume three, an interesting occasion is
described. Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a
13-year-old Georgian girl at a slave market
during his travels through Asia Minor. Byron

did not know any Georgian and this girl did
not know English, but at the time, a specific
tongue existed between traders and travelers,
which the girl spoke because she was being
sold as a slave for the third time already. By-
ron was deeply touched by the child’s appear-
ance and age. He immediately paid 800 Pias-
tres for rescuing the girl and promised her that
she would return to Georgia. Later, however, it
seems that the person he entrusted the girl
with, an Irishman by name of Fletcher betrayed
him and so Byron lost her trail. He looked for
her far and wide for two years and eventually
found her, but she was in poor health. Their

meeting left a lasting impression on the poet,
with the girl crying and hugging him. She didn’t
know who Byron was. He left her in reliable
hands and continued his journey. The girl was
taken to the island of Crete for treatment, but
her health failed and she died. When Byron
found out about this, he was really aggrieved.

We checked the facts and everything in
this story matches. Was Byron in Alexandria
Troas? Yes, he was, and he met the Georgian
girl on 12 April 1810. In 1811, Byron wrote a

letter to his friend in which he says that he is
devastated because yet another one of his
friends had died (that year Byron’s mother
died, along with four of his friends) and there
is no point in mentioning her name because
she is not a local… On the same day Byron
writes a poem about Tirza and then a whole
cycle dedicated to Tirza as well. We do not
know the girl’s name, but “Tirza” is a Jewish
name which means “sorrow.” But knowing that
the girl was Christian, it might well be that the
girl’s name was “Tsiso” or maybe he simply
gave her another name. For 200 years no one
could find the one who inspired the poem…
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 Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a 13-year-old Georgian girl

at a slave market during his travels through Asia Minor... He
immediately bought the girl and promised her that she would
return to Georgia... Their meeting left a lasting impression on
the poet, with the girl crying and hugging him. She didn’t know
who Byron was

Also, there is a matter dedicated to Leyla in
Don Juan’s eighth to eleventh songs, which
tells the fate of a Georgian girl. It can be said
that they are basically the same, which is yet
another proof. The girl’s grave was allegedly
destroyed during the expansion of a Cretan
city and can no longer be found, otherwise
we’d know more, because it is said that the
story was chiseled into the gravestone. It was
an expression of Byron’s mourning of the Geor-
gian girl – “What is love of thousands com-
pared to love of a dead one who will never
forget you?” He never forgave himself for
abandoning the girl, it seems.
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Nikita Marshunok, president of the repub-
lic of Kazantip:

“I wonder whether Georgia actually needs
Kazantip or not. If it does, we are ready. Many
don’t really understand what Kazantip Z is –
we are not trying to create exact analog of Crime-

an festival in Anaklia. Taking the local mentali-
ty and existing opportunities into account, we
are going to hold a musical festival based on
both Georgian traditions and innovations. At
the first stage, we expect up to 50 000 foreign
guests in Georgia, with the number growing
every year. There will be millions of dollars in-
vested in this small, beautiful city of Anaklia,
which will boost local businesses… Georgia
offered us two cities in which the festival would
be held – Batumi and Anaklia. We chose Anak-
lia.”

Management of Kazantip recommends
scooters and electrocycles for getting around
the place.

Giorgi Sigua, Head of National Tourism
Administration:

“We have already achieved an agreement
with Ukrainian International Airlines about ap-
pointing new flights to Batumi airport from Kiev,
Kharkov and Lvov. We agreed on 11 flights per
week.”

According to him, the festival of 2014 will
not reach the scale it used to have in Ukraine.

Nikita Marshunok said from the very begin-
ning that due to peculiarities of local mentality,
the topic of drugs and free sex will be excluded
altogether. “We are only dealing with main is-
sues: sound, lighting, good mood and love” –
he explained.

Continued from p. 3 Still, the Georgian Orthodox Church wasn’t
overly excited about the festival being held in
Anaklia. Davit Isakadze, a deacon notorious
for his radical fundamentalist views, condemned
the festival and threatened that those attend-
ing this “source of perversion” would be ex-
communicated…

As locals say, some of them who lived near

the sea, were already approached by the festi-
val’s organizers and asked for permission to
erect tents in their yards.

Gocha Khubua, resident of Anaklia:
“We have a large yard. It is about 300 or

“KAZANTIP Z” IN GEORGIA – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

400 meters from my house to the sea, so my
parents were asked to yield some space for
the tent from 20 to 30 of August. No one
talked about money at all; I don’t think rent-
ing a yard is normal practice. But why do I
care, it’s all the better if some beautiful ladies

There will be comfortable temporary
housing built near the Kazantip’s territory,
with each living unit fit for 20-30 people.
One day’s meals will cost about $15. Guests
will be also settled in the building of the so-
called Patriots’ Camp, with price of a room
per person per day also being $15, meals
included. Anaklia’s hotels are also prepared
for the influx of “ParadiZers”. There will be

a tent settlement erected as well, with all the necessary infrastructure such as storage
safes, showers, latrines and food joints. Living in a tent will cost from $2 to $5 per day.

�
 “We are only dealing with

main issues: sound, lighting,
good mood and love”- Nikita I
Marshunok, president of
Kazantip. “Due to peculiari-
ties of local mentality, the
topic of drugs and free sex
will be excluded altogether”

�
 Davit Isakadze, a deacon known for his

austere views, condemned the festival and
threatened that those attending this
“source of perversion” would be excommu-
nicated…

come and live here – even if I don’t go to the
festival, I’ll be compensated by ogling them.
I’m kidding, of course. Still, I’d like to visit
the festival – we don’t get many such events
in Georgia and we aren’t used to them, so
naturally, I’m interested.”

Lika, 24, resident of Anaklia:
“Locals are intensely preparing for the festi-

val by furnishing the houses with maximum
comfort, sorting out lavatories, etc. Locals who
will be responsible for housing and hosting
tourists have their own cafes and food joints,
most of which are currently undergoing reno-
vation. Competition for clients will be enor-
mous, and everyone will try to attract foreign-
ers with local dishes & drinks, in hope of even-
tually making them permanent clients.

– Is the price of hotels known?
– Prices vary. Price for a hotel room with one

meal per day begins at 180 GEL, although I’ve
heard that rooms with a view on the seashore
are more expensive. So, after a two-year stag-
nation, life is finally returning to Anaklia.

Long story short, in just a bit the festival
preparations will enter their intensive phase.
As locals say, important preparations such as
setting up required infrastructure, erecting tents
and fencing the festival location haven’t even
kicked off…

Mark Strong - Tbilisi mayoral candidate Nika
Melia from the United National Movement. Mr.
Strong often plays negative roles, crime lords and
sinister villains. He is often casted as cold,
calculating villains. But he is very nice in real life
and this is the main thing. I think he would be
perfect as a suave, well-mannered yet cunning
mayoral candidate. I think their similarity expresses
in their gazes too. They both have that serious,
strict look with a twinkle of mischief in it.

Judi Dench – Tbilisi mayoral candidate Asmat Tka-
bladze from Labour Party. Dench is known for often
playing dignified, strong willed women in positions of
authority who are sometimes opposed or criticized by
those under her. She is a genius and unique actress. In
fact, there is no similarity between Judi and Asmat, but I
think she suits in this role if it would be comical version
of movie. I think there are no difficulties for Damme
Dench and she can perform any kind of role.

Mr. Pitkin – Tbilisi mayoral candidate David
Narmania from the Georgian Dream. It’s funny
but also interesting to imagine Mr. Pitkin’s
character in David Narmania’s role. How Mr.
Pitkin tries to become mayor of a city. What are
his actions to achieve his goal? being prone to
uttering some really funny lines, I believe
Narmania would make one hell of a comic
character to play, especially if you are willing to
cast his overly protective mother too.

TOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISMTOURISM

BY  EVA  BOLKVADZE

WHO WOULD BE WHO IN A HOLLYWOOD MOVIE?
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ATESHGA OF TBILISI – ANCIENT

SITE OF WORLD ZOROASTRIANISM
BY   EKA  LOMIDZE

n Sololaki, the old district of
Tbilisi, not a single man out of ten
can tell you where Ateshga is; even
more, this name may embarrass

them. In case you mention the fire-
worshipers’ temple, they will shrug their
shoulders even more. Some of them may
attempt to make excuses, saying that the
times of fire-worshiping are far gone and
forgotten.

�
 “This is the same Ahura

Mazda, the follower of
which was Zaratustra, the
Übermensch of Nietzsche”

�
 “Before that Armenians

lived in the church yard and
they had a hen house in the
old place for idols”

At a stone’s throw from the Zemo Be-
tlemi church there is an ancient religious
monument, Ateshga, the place for kindling
a fire. This is the name of the Zoroastrian
temple built of brick in the Kldisubani dis-
trict. According to historic sources, Atesh-
ga is an IV-V century monument. It is there-
fore one of the oldest, still existing fire-
worshipping altars in the world. The tem-
ple has been “besieged” by residential
buildings for a long time. The only possi-
ble way to get near it is via the Anton Dge-
buadze’s yard.

They call him uncle Chito. For years he’s
been functioning as an out-of-staff guard
of the temple without any payment. He was
promised a salary ten years ago but…

“In case the state cared about the histo-
ry of the country, full scale excavation
works should be done here. A lot is hidden
under the earth. Under the floor there are
arched vaults built of the same mortar as
the temple itself. Analyses are to be made
in order to establish the age but it’s not
possible here in Georgia. And it’s expen-
sive abroad. A lot of tourists come; mostly
Iranians. Turks said they would restore it
as a cultural center, then as a mosque. That
was a No-No. Nobody will bear a mullah
here. Only Georgians and Christians live in
this district.

John Taft, the former US Ambassador,
and his wife used to come here often. He
took photos. He was appalled by the num-
ber of current-supply wires, saying that
this marred the beauty. Mr. Taft was an in-
teresting man. Unfortunately, in Georgia,
(as I reckon, in most countries too) people
in power are only fond of money and they
don’t care about such things unless for-
eigners point them out. They only think to
wrap things up as quick as possible and
pocket the money. Our ancestors took care

of every stone. When laying a brick, they
checked it from every angle in order to re-
tain beauty and symmetry.”

Despite the fact that nobody officially
pays uncle Chito, he is so fond of the an-
cient cultural monument that he never
shuns from repairing it. He cares about tour-
ists, too. Right now tourists have neither
guides nor information booklets mention-
ing this place. Uncle Chito wanted to get

some booklets printed but it proved too
expensive. Expensive for ordinary, unem-
ployed people like him, but it should not
be difficult for the state.

Anton Dgebuadze’s family settled down
there in 1974. Before him Armenians lived
in the temple yard and they had a hen house
in the old sanctuary. There were even trees
in the temple interior…

The name “Ateshga” originates from
the Persian “Ateshgah” which means the
place for fire. The supreme deity of Zoro-
astrianism (fire-worshiping) is Ahura Maz-
da - the omniscient uncreated spirit. This
is the same Ahura Mazda the follower of
which was Zaratustra – Nietzsche’s Über-
mensch.

The fire-worshipers’ altar has been here
since ancient times. According to the chron-
icler, Zoroastrianism was very popular here
during the reign of King Vakhtang Gorgasali

(Founder of Tbilisi, second half of the fifth
century) and he had to tolerate this for-
eign faith. Together with the Christian bish-
op at the King’s court there also was a High
Magus, in the Georgian historical source
called as “The Persian bishop”. The Per-
sian Magi were officially empowered to
propagate their faith in Kartli. Presumably,
Ateshga was built during the Vakhtang Gor-
gasali’s times. After the mass persecution
of Zoroastrianism by Byzantine Emperor
Heraclius VI, it would be impossible to
build it in the Christian country. Accord-
ing to the historical data, Ateshga was
turned into a mosque by the Turks who
reigned in Tbilisi from 1724. After the ban-
ishment of the Turks from Tbilisi, in 1735,
Persian Shah Nadir demolished it.

�
 Zoroastrianism was very

popular here during the reign
of King Vakhtang Gorgasali
(Founder of Tbilisi, second
half of the fifth century)

�
 “Historical sources prove that Ateshga is a

monument of the IV-V centuries”
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EXCEPTIONAL DISCOVERY OR EXCEPTIONAL SCAM?
ast week the beginning of the gas
extraction works in the village of
Iormughanlo of the Sagarejo

region was marked with much fanfare.
Extraction and distribution of gas from
the deposit is carried out by the
American Company Frontera. Along
with company representatives, the first
transmission of natural gas was attended
by Mr. Richard Norland, the US
Ambassador to Georgia.

L

EURO-4 STANDARD MIGHT BE INTRODUCED IN GEORGIA

t has been almost two months since our neighbor Azerbaijan banned the import of
old cars: from now on, only cars that meet the “Euro-4” ecological standard and
were manufactured in 2005 or later are allowed to be imported. This is a very hard

hit not only for our car dealerships but for the economy as well, since re-export of cars
has occupied a significant place in Georgian economy till today.  This is exacerbated
by the fact that  June 27 is approaching – the day  Georgia will sign the European
Union Association Agreement. With the date drawing ever closer, certain questions
surface in our society, such as “Does getting closer to the European Union mean that
the “Euro-4” standard will be applied to our cars and fuel as well?” or “Will the
renewal of our auto park become mandatory as well?” Naturally, such questions are
important and attention-worthy for a country which owns a rather outdated auto park.
As Vano Mtvralashvili, Chairman of Petroleum Products Importers’ Union, says,
changes in this field are necessary, but everything requires time.

I

data the state didn’t consider the beginning
of extraction works well-grounded.”

 Liana Jervalidze, expert in energy issues:

‘The gas exploration works in Georgia have
been on since the second half of the 19th
century. By the way, the Siemens brothers
who later founded the famous Siemens Com-
pany were carrying out gas exploration works
here. After WWII, in a mountainous village
of the Akhmeta region gas was produced by
Belgians. They carried wineskins filled with
small amounts of natural gas on mule back
and sold them to the plains.

Frontera has been carrying out explora-
tion works for a long time but nothing has
been found so far; that’s why the declaration
about the 42-billion-deposit was somewhat
unexpected. In case there is indeed such a
reservoir, of course it’s very important for the
development of the inner market because we
depend on imported gas for 100%. At present,
Georgia consumes maximum 2 billion cubic
meters of gas. If we suppose that the econo-
my develops and consumption will increase,
it will presumably reach 3.5 billion.

It seems that the gas deposit discovered
by Frontera will meet the internal needs for 12
years. This potential won’t turn Georgia into a
full-fledged player on the world gas market
but for the internal market it will be interesting.
In case the exploration works are successful
and the amount of deposit is as expected, this
will be commercially very profitable and Geor-
gia will become an exporter country.“

In Frontera they declare that the 42 billion
is an anticipated index. According to the offi-
cial webpage of the company, the daily rate
of the extracted gas from the deposit amounts
to 57 000 cubic meters and its geological po-
tential is assessed at 28 billion cubic meters...

The gas extraction works began in the sec-
ond half of the 1970s and are still going on a
small scale. Average annual extraction of gas
within the last five years was 16.5 million cu-
bic meters. The total amount of extracted gas
in the country is 2.8 billion cubic meters. The
discovery of the gas deposit by Frontera didnt
come as a surprise but the amount of it – 42
billion cubic meters - solemnly announced by
the American company aroused great inter-
est. Annually Georgia consumes 1.8-2 billion
cubic meters of gas and the country almost
by 100% depends on the imported natural gas.

On this background it isn’t strange that
Steve Nickandros, CEO of  Frontera, assessed
this discovery as historical, considering the
42-billion cubic meters of gas as a precondi-
tion of energy independence of the country.
The importance of the project was also under-
lined by Ambassador Richard Norland who
noted that Georgia has the potential of be-
coming a state that extracts significant amount
of gas. All this is wonderful but… nothing
was known about this grandiose discovery to
the Oil and Gas Corporation of Georgia.

Alexander Abaidze, Oil and Gas Corpora-

tion of Georgia: “The deposit in Iormughanlo
was discovered during Soviet times. After that,
in 2008, Frontera renewed the drilling and ex-
traction works. As for the volume, the official
documents submitted by Frontera to our Cor-
poration, representing the state, said 23 mil-
lion cubic meters. I hope you agree that there
is much difference between 23 million and 42
billion. Besides, the discovery of such depos-
its is connected with wide-scale works; there
should be geological proof, etc. No such spe-
cial exploration works have been carried out
and consequently no big deposits have been
found. I can tell you even more, several months
ago we held different meetings, including with
Frontera where the 23-million deposit was dis-
cussed. Due to insufficiency of the presented

Vano Mtvralashvili:
“As we try to become members of the

EU, the quality of cars and fuel will become
a major question. I think that matching our
numbers and statistics with those of the EU
should be done gradually. It should happen
step by step, not instantly. Currently, no one
obliges us to immediately switch to the stan-
dards that are currently active in Europe. In
the future, however, we will be obliged to
do so, and we will be ready to slowly start
matching the requirements. Wanting to be
part of the EU automatically implies that we
should accept its norms.

Let’s ask a different question: how ready
is Georgia to implement such regulations
now? There are a lot of drivers who use
outdated cars; what are we going to tell
them? Of course, if Georgia becomes a mem-
ber of the EU, the government will have no

choice but to implement certain limitations
on the import and sale of cars. The newer
the auto park is, the less it pollutes the en-
vironment, but as I have already told you,
everything depends on the country’s cur-
rent development and the financial condi-
tion of the population… Our social back-
ground is quite bleak, the country is not
ready for this and thus the government will
not be able to take such radical measures.
All we can do at this stage is to stimulate
the import of newer vehicles – this will be
the best way of making sure that the coun-
try will get an influx of new cars while

avoiding financial damage to the citizens.”
This opinion is shared by Soso Archvadze,

an expert economist:
“What matters the most is how our gov-

ernment is going to regulate the quality of
vehicles and fuel. How did Azerbaijan man-

�
  What is “Euro-4” standard? - only cars that meet the

“Euro-4” ecological standard and were manufactured in 2005
or later are allowed to be imported

BY   EMA  TUKHIASHVILI

BY   KHATUNA  CHIGOGIDZE

�
  Our social background is quite bleak, the country is not

ready for this and thus the government will not be able to take
such radical measures

Billions of cubic meters in gas deposit REPORTEDLY discovered in Iormughanlo, Georgia

age to do this, then? Don’t forget the enor-
mous income of this country.”

Azerbaijan is a country of oil and gas, and
there is no way we are able to compete with
them. The population of this country pos-
sesses adequate financial resources - Renew-
ing one’s auto park and reducing the amount
of ecologically damaging cars is a very good
move for the country that possesses neces-
sary resources for that. In our case, however,
care is necessary – renewal of the auto park
should happen gradually and painlessly.

�
 If this is true, gas deposit

discovered by Frontera will
satisfy Georgia’s internal
needs for 12 years

�
 In the 19th century Sie-

mens brothers, who later
founded the famous Siemens
Company were carrying out
gas exploration works here

Steve  Nickandros, CEO of  Frontera and Ambassador Richard Norland
in at Iormuganlo gas deposit
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JAIL
TATTOOS

HIPSTER
TRIANGLE

The human body is always treated as an
image of society, so tattoos are a significant
part of identity and many stereotypes are as-
sociated with them.  Some people think that
tattoos are for criminals. When I first got inked
my neighbors asked me: “why the hell did you
do this to yourself? You are not a gang mem-
ber or anything.” Part of society, mostly the
older generation, sees an inked body as a neg-
ative thing; as the mark of an outlaw who has
been in prison.

I strongly believe that tattoos are a map to
one’s life and personality. As with clothing
and hairstyles, tattoo choices are rooted in
personal taste, but that is one of the greatest
things about them. It can be a public exclama-
tion or very private, but either way, there is an
experience and a memory behind it. A tattoo is
just one of the many ways in which we can
record our lives.

However, in today’s Georgia, people who
are looking for work should think twice about
getting them. There is no tattoo acceptance at
workplaces like banks or governmental insti-
tutions or schools and universities. It is still
staya taboo.

So, why do people get tattoos? And what
kind of images are they painting on their bod-
ies? In Georgia, there are several types of
body painting. I will discuss what kind of
imagery I have encountered. Let’s start with
religious motifs. Some people do believe that
if they will paint sacred symbols of religious
confessions all over their bodies it will keep
them safe or guard them. Some do this to

express their respect and others just like the
look of it. For example, my relative, one of the
greatest Georgian writers, Chabua Amirejibi
had Saint George’s icon on his chest and he
said that it kept him alive and safe. It’s a clas-
sic example of how some people look at tat-
toos as if it is a talisman.

As well as religious characteristics, there
are criminal tattoos too. In Georgia we have
the “Vor v zakone” (thief-in-law) kind of imag-
es. Many of them are complex, secretive, and
deeply meaningful. The most spread prison

�
 “The shape of a

triangle is the most
common tattoo seen
with teenagers. Deers,
cats and whales are
popular too”

man without tattoos is invisible to
the Gods. I  read this somewhere
and ever since then I have

romanticized my view about tattoos.
A

�
 Don’t trust a Woman! - As funny as it looks, there is proba-

bly some sad story behind this tattoo

tattoo is the five dots on the hand which means
that a person was imprisoned. Four dots rep-
resent the cell, one dot in the middle repre-
sents the person caged between the four walls.
For example, if a person has a blossoming rose
as a tattoo it means that he/she turned eigh-
teen while in prison. But nowadays this kind
of tattoos (gang related, criminal, gulag style)
etc. are part of fashion and many youngsters
cover their bodies with paintings that once
were strictly for criminal authorities.

I have seen dozens of tattoos, but the one
I want to mention here is the funniest I ever
saw. It goes: “Every woman is a slut, sorry
mom.” This guy was probably heartbroken,
betrayed and lost faith in women in particu-
lar; so he expressed himself like this. I think
that tattoos are the easiest way to express
your thoughts in public. Tattoos work exact-
ly like posters at demonstrations, even bet-
ter. Our bodies were printed as blank pages to
be filled with the ink of our thoughts, beliefs
and desires.

The younger generation has a completely
different look at tattoos. With the rise of the
hipster culture, it brought us a whole new
meaning to geometrical and animal images. The
shape of a triangle is the most common tattoo
seen with teenagers. Foxes, cats and whales
are popular too. I researched why hipsters
were so obsessed with triangles. I haven’t
found a real explanation to this phenomenon
yet. One thing is sure: hipsters and triangles
are two things that will always go together.

In conclusion, tattoos have been around
for centuries for medicinal, decorative, and
various other reasons. Presently, they are used
more as an extension of a person’s sense of
fashion or to show their religious or gang af-
filiations. No matter how a person looks at it,
the body is still a canvas for a tattoo artist and
now there is a lot of really nice artwork out
there. The styles of tattoo art are as diverse
and unique as the individuals wearing them
today. And it’s my belief that these styles will
continue to grow even more diverse and cre-
ative than they are today.

�
 “The most popular

prison tattoo is the
five dots on the hand
which means that a
person was impris-
oned. Four dots
represent the cell;
one dot in the middle
represents the person
caged between the
four walls”

BY   BACHO  ODISHARIA

�
 Hollywood actor Viggo Mortensen “getting his stars (signs

of Vory-v-zakone) done” in crime/action movie  “Eastern
Promises” (2007)

Tattoo evolution in Georgia

FROM

TO

�
 “One of the

greatest Georgian
writers, Chabua
Amirejibi had
Saint George’s
icon on his chest
and he said that it
kept him alive
and safe.”
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hida Kartli region is well known
by a diverse range of cultural
sights including several historical

and cultural landmarks, for example the
museum of Joseph Stalin and the famous
ancient rock-hewn town of Uplistsikhe
Church.

S

UPLISTSIKHE -”FORTRESS OF
GOD” AND CITY LIKE JERUSALEM

DISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIADISCOVER GEORGIA

BY   NINO  KHORAVA

Uplistsikhe is a remarkable cave town
with a variety of archeological sites and many
churches, monasteries and fortresses. Up-
listsikhe was an important religious, politi-
cal and cultural center in the Hellenistic and
the late antique periods.This is one of the
most significant tourist attractions dating
back to the 1st millennium BC.

Uplistsikhe is in eastern Georgia, some
15 kilometers east of the town of Gori. It
contains various structures dating from the
early Iron Age and the late middle ages. It’s
hard to tell if caves naturally existed in this
stone because you can tell that rooms were
carved into the stone, but I suspect the
caves were there and they were modified
extensively over time. Some of the caves
have very ornately-carved ceilings resem-
bling three-dimentional plaster work. In
some areas you can tell there were columns
standing from floor to ceiling, but they are
nowhere to be seen.

Walking along ancient stone walkways
and stairwells made me feel like I was walk-
ing in a city like Jerusalem before Jesus was

ever born. If you watched Riddley Scott’s
epic “Kingdom of Heaven”, then Uplistsikhe
will remind you of Holy City of Jerusalem.
Both are remarkable for the unique rock-cut
architectures. Uplistsikhe is identified by ar-
chaeologists as one of the oldest urban set-
tlements in Georgia.

Archaeological excavations have revea-
led extraordinary artifacts of different eras:
beautiful gold, silver and bronze jewelry and
magnificent examples of ceramics and sculp-
tures. These are no longer on site and are
displayed in the National Museum of Tbi-
lisi.The majority of the caves are void of any
decoration but there are columns and beams
carved from the sandstone rock.

At UplisTsikhe an entire town is carved
into the soft stone of the mountainside. As
the city grew, wooden structures were ei-
ther added to the caves or built to stand
alone. All of these dwellings have since dis-

�
 Walking along ancient stone walk-

ways and stairwells made me feel like I
was walking in a city like Jerusalem
before Jesus was ever born. If you
watched Riddley Scott’s epic “King-
dom of Heaven”, then Uplistsikhe will
remind you of Holy City of Jerusalem

Continued on p. 15
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“WHY WOULD I KILL MYSELF? LAST THING
I REMEMBER IS ME SITTING ON THE STAIRS”

TAMAR IVERI IS A HOMOPHOBE – WAS
OPERA AUSTRALIA RIGHT TO SACK HER?

On the 3rd of June, at  around 11 o’clock in
the evening, a heavily injured 14-year-old girl
on the brink of death was discovered by father
and son in Gori at the entrance of their apart-
ment. A hemp rope was wound around her neck
twice and her body bore many injuries and frac-
tures: pelvis, legs and feet, all were horribly dam-
aged. She was unconscious by the time she
was delivered to the hospital, spending several
days hooked to a medical ventilator.

Leluka Vanishvili is still at a hospital. She
underwent several surgeries and one more is
yet to come. A court case has been opened,
but the culprit hasn’t been found yet. It is still
unclear what actually happened to the girl. As
we said in our previous article, the girl’s family
members suspect that her boyfriend is respon-
sible for this violent assault, since he was the
one she went to meet. However, the boy’s fa-
ther protests fervently against this accusa-
tion, categorically denying his son’s involve-
ment. He accuses Leluka’s family of slander
and thinks that they are tainting his innocent
son’s reputation. The teenager himself was
questioned by the law enforcement twice.

In order to find out more information, I came
to the hospital and talked to the victim of the
assault. The girl does not remember much, but
hopes she will do so in the future.

– Leluka, first of all, congratulations on
getting well. Do you remember what hap-
pened that day?

– On 3rd of June, at about 9:30 I left the
house and told my parents that I was going to
my friend Mari’s place. But I didn’t meet Mari,
instead I went towards the 9-storey apartment
block, because I had to meet my boyfriend
there. We often met at this place. So I entered
the apartment block and sat down on the stairs
of the 4th or 5th floor. I was wearing a hoodie
with the hood up. I messaged to Mari that I’ll
be there in 15 minutes, then called Murad sev-

eral times, but he didn’t pick up. Then I put
the phone into my pocket and deleted the calls
I made from the log. I always delete all calls
and messages I made to him. I didn’t delete
the message I sent to Mari, but now I remem-
ber that it wasn’t on my phone. Mari, howev-
er, still has it saved on hers.

– As I was told, you broke up with your
boyfriend. It is also said that you two werent
seeing each other for some time. If this is so,
why did you go to meet him?

– We met on 24th of May and had a casual
conversation. We were done as a couple, but
we still met from time to time, messaged each
other on Skype and read each other’s social
media. On 24th of May I called him, asked him
if he wanted to meet, he agreed and we met.
We decided to stop the relationship and he
also said that he met someone else. There was

no tension between us, however.
– What happened, then? How did you

receive these injuries?
– I think about it a lot myself, but I can’t

recall what happened there. When I came to
my senses, I was already at Iashvili Clinic in
Tbilisi. I don’t remember being at the reanima-
tion, either. I was woken up by terrible pain.
Then I held a cross in my hand and prayed to
an icon. I do not know who inflicted such ter-
rible injuries on me. There was a rope wrapped
around my neck and I still have marks from
someone’s fingers on my arms. My leg is bro-
ken and I’ll need another surgery soon. My
lungs failed to inflate and they had to perform
surgery on them too. I’m trying to recall what
happened and I hope I will do so soon.

– It was also said that you wanted to com-
mit suicide because of breaking up with your
boyfriend. Were you really in such a dire
mental condition to do that?

– This is ridiculous, why would I kill my-
self? We broke up because of gossips about
us, but we kept up the casual communication.
We became just friends, although we didn’t
talk much to each other at school to avoid
another series of rumors. Look at my arms.
They still bear marks of someone’s hands, do
they look like I did that to myself?

– Members of your family suspected that
your boyfriend did that to you, while his fa-
ther told us that you were messaging him
from the hospital. Do you continue commu-
nicating even now?

– This is even more ridiculous. What mes-
sages? I don’t have a phone or internet access
here and I definitely did not send anything. He
knows my Skype and Facebook passwords, so
it must be him sending something on my be-
half. All I know is that I never sent anything. To
tell you the truth, I don’t even care anymore – I
was in such a terrible condition and he didn’t
even visit me in the hospital, even to say that
he is not guilty of anything. We aren’t a couple
now, but we used to be one, after all. If he isn’t
guilty, why didn’t he show up? I am not upset
about breaking up with him anymore. I think
that eventually I’ll recall everything; I won’t
place blame on anyone until that.

� “I do not know who
inflicted such terrible
injuries on me. There
was a rope wrapped
around my neck. Look
at my arms. They still
bear marks of some-
one’s hands, do they
look like I did that to
myself? My leg is
broken and I’ll need
another surgery
soon”

he Orthodox baptizing of Luis
Navarro, head of Georgia’s NDI
office, attracted a lot of
attention from society. Peruvian

by ethnicity, Navarro has already spent
several years living and working in
Georgia… He got baptized at the Lower
Bethlehem Church in Tbilisi. The holy
ritual was performed by Father
Aleksandre (Bolkvadze), who kindly
agreed to an interview.

T
BY  TEA  KHURTSILAVA

But among a majority of the world’s pop-
ulation, Iveri’s outburst will have more reso-
nance than it would in Australia – though it
is worth recalling that 40 years ago her words
might well have reflected public opinion.

This is not an argument for tolerating
hate speech, but rather for a pragmatic as-
sessment of how we can best respond.

One unintended consequence of Iveri’s
contract now being cancelled is that it will
reinforce the perception that “the West” is
using homosexuality to wage a cultural war
on those whose understandings of sexuality
are very different; it might well increase ho-
mophobia in Georgia and make Iveri into a
martyr for social conservatives.

This is exactly the outcome that many of
those who are using sexuality as a means of
strengthening their hold on power and main-
taining a deeply patriarchal social order will like.

One of the consequences of social media
is increasing campaigns for boycotts as a
means of expressing outrage and opposition.
To boycott an individual artist might well make
us feel better, but will OA’s actions actually
help those facing ongoing violence and per-
secution in Georgia?

Rather than Opera Australia cancelling
her contract, there were alternatives in this
case. The company could have been asked
to dedicate a performance to international
LGTB rights, and for Iveri to donate her fee
that evening to an organisation supporting
global rights such as the International Les-
bian and Gay Rights Association.

�
  “Subsequently she

claimed in a statement on
Facebook the post was
written by her husband; I
suspect they both contribut-
ed to the letter given its
internal contradictions”

Tamar  Iveri with her husband Raul Tskhadadze

Continued from p. 4

Exclusive interview with a 14-year-old injured girlFollow-up story (“Boyfriend accused of
strangling girlfriend,” published in
Georgian Journal, issue #23)

� “We were done as a cou-
ple, but we still met from
time to time, messaged each
other on Skype and read
each other’s social media”

� I was in such a terrible condition and he didn’t even visit me
in the hospital, even to say that he is not guilty of anything. We
aren’t a couple now, but we used to be one, after all. If he isn’t
guilty, why didn’t he show up?
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Some allies oppose granting Georgia
MAP membership, fearing it could provoke
Russian retaliation, whereas others say it
would look as if NATO was bowing to Rus-
sian pressure if it did not. One NATO diplo-
mat said the alliance was split 50:50, and
therefore was far from required consensus.

At a Bucharest summit, NATO had re-
buffed US demands to grant MAP to Geor-
gia and Ukraine and only promised to the
two ex-Soviet republics that they would join
NATO one day. Washington may now tread
more cautiously.

If Georgia became a member of the alli-
ance, members would be obliged to inter-
vene to defend it if it comes under attack,
another factor that would weigh heavily in
future decisions. Russia, which has said that
its annexation of Crimea in March was influ-
enced by the Western military alliance’s ex-
pansion into Eastern Europe, has made no
secret of its hostility to its neighbour Geor-
gia joining NATO.

NATO foreign ministers will discuss the
prospects of Georgia and three other coun-
tries that aspire to join NATO in Brussels
next week, with a final decision expected in
September.

NATO’s Deputy Secretary General Alex-
ander Vershbow said in April that NATO
needed to convey “a strong and convinc-
ing message on enlargement at our Wales
summit.”

“We will reaffirm that any decision on
future alliance membership are for NATO
members alone to take and that no third par-
ty has any right of veto,” he said. Despite
the defiant talk, some allies feel it would be
needlessly provocative to Russia - which
still has several thousand troops near
Ukraine’s border - to invite Georgia to join
MAP now. “It’s not very likely they will get
MAP,” one NATO diplomat, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said.

NATO should not show weakness but

NATO UNLIKELY TO GRANT GEORGIA STEP TO MEMBERSHIP

ATO countries, wary of
antagonizing Russia, are unlikely
to grant former Soviet republic

Georgia a formal step towards
membership of the alliance at a summit
in September, NATO diplomats say. With
NATO-Russia tensions running high
after Moscow’s annexation of Ukraine’s
Crimea region, the question of whether
to invite Georgia to join the Membership
Action Plan (MAP), putting the country
closer to its goal of NATO membership,
has spawned conflicting views in the
alliance.

N

should also not take steps “that would irri-
tate Russia without bringing anything to the
alliance,” he said. But a diplomat from an-
other country commented: “Not giving
MAP to Georgia because of Russia is the
wrong thing to do.”

MAP is a program of advice, assistance
and practical support tailored to countries
wishing to join the alliance. One diplomat
said around a dozen of NATO’s 28 members
were reluctant to invite Georgia into MAP
and predicted that the alliance would be
unable to reach the required consensus.
NATO appears likely to settle on a compro-
mise by giving Georgia a package of “rein-
forced cooperation” with NATO that would
fall short of MAP. This package could in-

clude measures such as closer political co-
operation, training the Georgian armed forc-
es and strengthening NATO’s liaison office
in Georgia.

The United States is putting a higher pri-
ority on preserving alliance unity at a time
when NATO is locked in confrontation with
Russia over Ukraine.

France thinks the timing is not right to
invite Georgia to join MAP and Germany is
also opposed, the diplomats said.

Some allies question whether NATO -
whose limited military presence in Eastern
Europe has been exposed by the Ukraine
crisis - could credibly extend its security
guarantee to Georgia, with its two Russian-
backed breakaway regions.

The hawks on the issue are the former
Soviet republics in the Baltics and some oth-
er east European countries, which argue
NATO should send a tough message to Rus-
sia by granting MAP.

In 2010, Ukraine’s former pro-Russian Pres-
ident Viktor Yanukovich ditched his coun-
try’s goal of joining NATO. But Georgia has
doggedly pursued its ambition of NATO
membership and contributes 800 troops to
the NATO-led force in Afghanistan.

NATO head Anders Fogh Rasmussen of-
fered encouragement in loose terms at a de-
fense ministers meeting this month.

“Georgia will be a member of NATO, pro-
vided that it fulfills the requirements of mem-
bership,” he said. “I am confident that our
next Summit will recognize Georgia’s
progress.”

Georgian Defence Minister Irakli Alasa-
nia told Reuters after talks with NATO coun-
terparts this month he remained hopeful that
Georgia would be invited to join MAP in
Wales but added: “I care less about word-
ings (and) more about the actions on the
ground.”

Prepared by NBR

BY   ADRIAN   CROFT

Continued from p. 7

�
  If Georgia became a member of the alliance, members would

be obliged to intervene to defend it if it comes under attack,
another factor that would weigh heavily in future decisions

appeared. The caves, plus remnants of stre-
ets and city walls, have afforded archaeolo-
gists a good view of the demarcation of
neighborhoods and their functions within
the community.

Uplistsikhe is now a UNESCO-recogn-
ised site and, in conjunction with financial
aid from the World Bank, the Georgian gov-
ernment is working hard to protect it from
further damage.

Uplistsikhe is important because of the
combination of pagan and Christian evi-
dence linked to it. Situated just a few kilo-
metres from the ancient Silk Road route,
Uplistsikhe was a major trading centre and
is a place where the archaeology demon-
strates strong links with Asia Minor, Arme-
nia and Iran, amongst others.

Uplistsikhe had been a city before the
days of Genghis Khan, and now it is de-

UPLISTSIKHE -”FORTRESS OF
GOD” AND CITY LIKE JERUSALEM

�
  Uplistsikhe is in eastern

Georgia, some 15 kilome-
ters east of the town of Gori.
It contains various struc-
tures dating from the early
Iron Age and the late mid-
dle ages...

Tbilisi-Uplistsikhe  route: Follow  our  map!

stroyed. Here are fabulous monuments
carved out of rock, likewise rock-cut grand
halls and a long tunnel lead to the waters of

the Mtkvari. To the west there is a sheer
cliff: one can imagine troops armed with
bows and spears and cavalry coming out of

the caves and marching to the battlefields.
The site is said to be an oracle. It is called
Uplistsikhe.
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TEONA
KONTRIDZE

BY  MANANA  GABRICHIDZE

Teona  Kontridze
Photo by Giorgi Tsaava

“I have never seen a city which reminded me of Tbilisi.
This is what makes Tbilisi unique – it is completely
different,” says Teona Kontridze, a famous jazz woman
and a singer who made career in Russia. She provided
her own explanations as to which street, theater,
museum, hotel or restaurant was the most precious to
her and which places she frequents.

– The biggest impression on me is Rezo
Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater. I visit it
very often; it doesn’t matter whether
I’ve seen a particular performance be-
fore or not – I can watch it for the
fourth or even fifth time… Rezo Gabri-
adze is an extremely talented person
and the location fits him a lot. His en-
tire soul is reflected in that theater
and the cafe with a tower,
where sometimes a  mini-
performance is held,
which I simply ado-
re…

– Besides this, you probably have a favorite street which
you frequent…

– I like Davitash-
vili Street a lot because
my favorite restaurant -
Shavi Lomi (Black Lion) - is
located there. Whenever I vi-
sit it, I think myself in some
Georgian aristocratic cottage
in the countryside. The ser-
vice is great and I love every
waiter that works there. They
breathed a new soul into tra-
ditional Georgian cuisine and
gave it a completely new atmo-
sphere.

– Where do you go
shopping in Tbilisi?

– To tell you the truth, I don’t. I am not interested in clothes or any material
goods when I’m in Georgia. I do, however, like the shop “Badagi“, where I usually
buy a lot of churchkhela’s for my children.

– Do you go to any museums?
– On the same street of Rezo Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater, there also is
a Doll Museum which I enjoy a lot and recommend it for everyone to

visit… Naturally, everyone interested in Georgia simply must pay a
visit Pirosmani’s (Famous Georgian Painter) exhibition and thus I
doubt I need to recommend this to anyone.

– Which hotel would
you recommend?

– I like Tbilisi’s hotels a lot
in general, like Holiday Inn,

where any visitor will be accept-
ed with maximum hospitality. No
matter which Holiday Inn hotel I
stay at, the Tbilisi one still is the
best of all… I like Kopala hotel a
lot as well. I also stayed at
Sheraton Metekhi Palace for three
months and was amazed by the

service and the view from the win-
dows. I can safely state that Tbilisi
hotels are worthy of the high praise.

ON WHAT MAKES
TBILISI UNIQUE

WHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHEREWHERE

Rezo Gabriadze’s Puppet Theater

Restaurant Shavi  Lomi entrance Hotel  Holiday  Inn

Georgian  sweets  shop  “Badagi“
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eorgia is signing the AA (Association Agreement) on 27 June 2014. The
initialing of the Association Agreement took place on 29 November at the
Vilnius Eastern Partnership Summit. Usually, the signature is expected
after a period of 9-10 months since the initiation. However, it has been

possible to sign the agreement in seven months. How was it possible to sign the
document in such a short period of time? What is Georgia’s perception of EU and all
that it brings? Georgian Journal discussed these matters with Mr. Alex Petriashvili,
State Minister on European and Euro-Atlantic Integration.

G

G.J: Let us briefly talk what the AA means
for Georgia in general...

A.P: This is a historic momentum for Geor-
gia. In general, we can say that this is a mod-
ernization plan for Georgia. This is the plan
for the Europeanization of the country. We
hope very much that by implementing the
reforms and commitments included in this
document, we’ll help Georgia to become a
European democratic country. We hope that
the signing of the AA will make Georgia’s
integration in the European Union irrevers-
ible. This is just the beginning of Georgia’s
integration into the European Union.

G.J: However, we know that the AA itself
does not imply obtaining full membership.
Can we still say that it is a carte blanche,
and if so, what gives us ground for opti-
mism?

A.P: As I have already mentioned, it is the
starting point of Georgia’s EU integration.
We made it very clear to the European lead-

AA was 9-10 months. However, we are sign-
ing it in an unprecedented 7 months. Why
did they give us the chance to sign the AA in
such a short period of time?

A.P: In the beginning of September, when
we met under the leadership of the former
Prime Minister Bidzina Ivanishvili, the Euro-
pean leaders in Riga, Latvia told us at an in-
ternational conference that the process would
be speeded-up. Then there was the very dra-
matic developments in Ukraine. The EU lead-
ers again decided to speed up the process
even more. It is really unprecedented for the
bureaucracy of the European Union. They
did a tremendous job, working 24 hours a
day really. We are the EU very grateful for
that – Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine – the

three Eastern Partnership countries who made
it very clear that European path is our choice.

G.J: Let’s talk about another document
that is also very much desired by us – The
Nato membership action plan. Witnessing
the speeding-up of AA signature, can we
anticipate that MAP getting process will
also be accelerated?

A.P: NATO will make steps towards Geor-
gia. I can tell you with full confidence that
the progress made by Georgia will be reflect-
ed in the decisions of NATO at the Wales
Summit. Whatever they propose us, it will be

“ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT SIGNING _

ONLY THE BEGINNING OF OUR PATH TO EU”

the Georgian LGBT organisation Idento-
ba, which clearly supports a boycott. A
posting from Identoba claims Iveri’s future
career will be confined to singing in Rus-
sia unless she finds a meaningful way of
apologising.

Iveri’s letter, which she later withdrew
from her Facebook page and for which
she has apologised, is worth reading in
full.

What emerges is a contradictory out-
burst of anger and venom, in which she
both claims to have many “gay friends and
relatives” and not to justify violence, while
simultaneously using extraordinary stereo-
types to condemn all homosexuals — ac-
tually she seems quite unaware of, or dis-
interested in, lesbians – and proclaiming
the need to “break jaws”.

Subsequently she claimed in a state-
ment on Facebook the post was written by

ers and to the EU leadership - Georgia’s final
goal and foreign policy priorities are full mem-
bership of the European Union and NATO.
We consider the signing of the Association
Agreement as an important step on our path
to EU integration. We are ready to work 24/7.
The government is committed to implement-
ing the reforms. We are ready to continue to
strongly cooperate with different EU institu-
tions. When the time comes, we have to be
ready and we will be ready by then.

G.J: The approximate time of signing the

is couched in terms of his “bending his head
to the West”, in th is case by condemning
violence against gay demonstrators.

�
 When the time comes, we

have to be ready and we will
be ready by then

�
 I can tell you with full

confidence and responsibility
that there will be no changes
in our traditions, in our
culture, in our history. Every-
one must know this

In a statement on OA’s Facebook page
this morning the company said:

Opera Australia confirms soprano Ms
Tamar Iveri will not be performing in Otel-
lo. Opera Australia has agreed with Tamar
Iveri, to immediately release her from her
contract with the company.

So why the furore, and is OA right to
have responded in this way?

After a gay pride march last year in Tib-
lisi, Iveri wrote an open letter to the coun-
try’s President in which she attacked the
marchers in terms that are clearly abusive,
offensive and could be read as an incen-
tive to violence.

In response, La Monnaie Opera in Brus-
sels has already dropped Iveri from its up-
coming production of Verdi’s Un Ballo in
Maschera, and in Australia a petition was
organised to do the same.

Local activists have been in touch with

pera Australia (OA) has dealt with what was becoming a significant
boycott threat by sacking the Georgian soprano Tamar Iveri. The company
had planned to bring her to Australia to perform the role of Desdemona in
Otello.

a significant step forward. Let us wait a little
bit and let us see what will come out of our
consultations in Brussels, as well as in the
capitals of the top leadership of NATO mem-
ber states.

G.J: There are some countries, including
Germany, which are quite skeptical towards
Georgia’s EU integration. Do we run any
risks that these countries do not ratify the
AA after it is signed by Georgia – ratifica-
tion being the very next necessary stage?

A.P: Certainly, no, that is not the case.
G.J: Myths around the EU – another top-

ic for polarization within Georgian society.
Some believe that the EU is a savior, while
others are still suffering from the nostalgia
of Soviet times, baptizing the EU as the
“Machine of Evil.” What levers does the
Georgian government possess in order to
raise the awareness of Georgians on the
concept of Europe?

A.P: Well, I assure you that there are very
few who are having nostalgia for the Soviet
past. However, here are a number of people
who believe that after the signing of the AA
everything is going to change immediately,
overnight. Therefore, we are communicating
and we want our people to know the truth.
The benefits will come later. First, it is all com-
mitment and sacrifices. But, I can tell you
with full confidence and responsibility that
there will be no changes in our traditions, in
our culture, in our history. Everyone must
know this. In the EU, each country’s culture,
history and traditions are respected.

G.J: What about the visa liberalization?
Why is this process lingering compared to
Moldova who has already acquired VLAP?

A.P: We are very optimistic that once we
successfully pass the implementation phase
next year, probably by the end of spring, we
will have the decision of the EU on visa-free
travel to the Schengen Zone but we have to
be clear. This is 90 days of free travel to EU.
So, they can travel but they have to come
back. As for Moldova, they started earlier. It
was very helpful for us by the way. We have
shared their experience.

her husband; I suspect they both contrib-
uted to the letter given its internal contra-
dictions.

The language of the letter reflects a feel-
ing that is growing in many parts of the
world, a fear that recognising sexual rights,
usually understood to mean homosexual

equality, is to undermine traditional reli-
gious and cultural rights.

Iveri was cast as Desdemona in the Op-
era Australia production of Otello.

Iveri’s attack on the Georgian president

BY   MAKA   LOMADZE

O
�
 “After a gay pride march

last year in Tiblisi, Iveri
wrote an open letter to the
country’s President in which
she attacked the marchers
in terms that are clearly
abusive, offensive and could
be read as an incentive to
violence”

TAMAR IVERI IS A HOMOPHOBE – WAS
OPERA AUSTRALIA RIGHT TO SACK HER?

BY   DENNIS  ALTMAN,  “THE  CONVERSATION”

�
 Whatever they propose us

(at Wales summit), it will be a
significant step forward

Alex  Petriashvili, State Minister on
European and Euro-Atlantic Integration

Continued on p. 6

Tamar  Iveri
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 Schuchmann Wine Bar & Restaurant
8 sioni street, tbileli caravansaray,old town
mob:+995 555440901
www.schuchmann-wines.com

  Clubberry
Lounge bar/club
Addr: 12 Khazbegi Str. Tbilisi (Vera)
Tel: +995 32 290 30 21
Mob: +995 555 41 15 58; +995 555 41 15 58

 Famous Rooms
Club/karaoke bar
Addr: 12a Al. Khazbegi Ave. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 593 10 43 33, +995 577 15 14 77

 Green Terrace
Bar-restaurant in Vake
Addr: 11 Kekelidze str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 224 02 03
Mob: +995 574 25 22 11
E-mail: Greenterrace11@gmail.com

 Nali
Live music
Addr: 4/1 Kiacheli St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 243 04 20

 City Time
Bar/lounge
Addr: Leonidze/Machabeli Str. 1/6
Tel: +995 32 292 02 12
Mob: +995 557 56 56 43; +995 555 43 25 26

  The Hangar
Tbilisi’s Genuine Irish Pub
20 Shavteli Street
2 93 10 80
www.thehangar.biz

 Clasico
Sport bar
Addr: 17 Akhvlediani Str. 
Mob: +995 595 25 24 23
E-mail: clasicosb@gmail.com

 11/11
American/European cuisine
Addr: 11/11 G. Tabidze Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 293 23 40

 Cafe La France
French cuisine
Addr: 33 I. Chavchavadze Ave., Tbilisi
Tel: +995 599 03 83 88

 Cafe Pomodorissimo
Italian Cafe
Addr: 33 I. Chavchavadze Ave, Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 260 15 15; +995 32 260 17 17

 Cedar of Lebanon
Lebanese Cuisine
Addr: 2 Machabeli Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 298 44 49
E-mail: cedaroflebanon2012@hotma-

il.com

 Kalina
Slavic Restaurant
Addr: 18 Sh. Dadiani Str.
Tel: +995 32 299 00 98
Mob: +995 595 33 53 32

 Maharajah
Indian Restaurant
Addr: 24 Akhvlediani St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 299 97 99

 Vera Steak House
American Steaks
Addr: 37a Kostava St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 298 37 67
Mob: +995 595 15 07 05
E-mail: info@verasteakhouse.ge

 Riverside Babilo
Live Music
Addr: Beliashvili Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 255 59 59
Mob: +995 597 11 60 63

 Macondo
Addr: 12 Qiacheli Str.
Tel: +995 32 299 80 19

 VIP Time
Club-restaurant
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 13th km.
Mob: +995 574 27 28 27; +995 598 59 69

69; +995 595 04 47 07

 City Club
Musical club-restaurant
Addr: 22 Metekhi St. Tbilisi
Mob: +995 92 32 32 32

 Abkhazura
Addr: 14a Ksani Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 2 430 450
Mob: +995 597 03 77 11

 Antre Batono
Addr: 1 Khevdzmari Str. Tbilisi
Mob: +995 577 94 14 49
E-mail: antrebatono@yahoo.com

  Dzveli Sakhli
Addr: 3 Sanapiro St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 292 34 97
Fax: +995 32 98 27 81

 Alaverdi
Addr: Aghmashenebeli lane 11th km
Tel: +995 32 251 68 51
Mob: +995 558 660 502; +995 514 02 02

53; +995 99 570 564

 Kalanda
Addr: The left coast of Riv. Mtkvari
Mob: +995 593 17 71 07, +995 593 53 53 94

 Phaeton
Addr: Beliashvili St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 245 20 13
Mob: +995 595 43 10 20

 Shemoikhede Genatsvale
Addr: 5 Marjanishvili St; 25 Leselidze St.

Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 291 00 05; +995 32 243 96 46

 Funicular
Addr: Second floor of Funicular complex,

Mtatsminda plateau
Tel: +995 32 298 00 00
E-mail: info@funicular.ge

  Tabla
High class restaurant
Addr: 33 Chavchavadze Ave., Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 260 02 85, +995 32 260 17 17
E-mail: table@icr.ge

 Barakoni
Live music
Addr: D. Aghmashenebeli 13th km.
Tel: +995 32 224 14 04
Mob: +995 555 77 33 77
E-mail: restoranibarakoni@gmail.com

 Keria
Club-Restaurant
Addr: Beliashvili St. Left Bank of Mt-

kavri River.
Tel: +995 32 254 06 82
Mob: +995 574 43 73 73
E-mail: restoranikeria@mail.ru

 Mirzaani
Restaurants Network
Addr: 140 Tsereteli Ave. Tbilisi
E-mail: info@mirzaani.ge

 Ushba
Svanuri Restaurant
Addr: D. Agmashenebeli Kheivani

9th km
Tel: +995 790 51 53 40
Mob: +995 574 04 06 36; +995 593 61 93 45

WORLD
COUSINE

HOTELS  Armazi Palace 
Hotel in old district
Addr: 8 Armazi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 21 43;
+995 32 214 40 62
Mob: +995 599 26 14 91;
+995 598 55 82 71
E-mail: armazipalace@yahoo.com

 Beaumonde Hotel
Hotel on Mtatsminda
Addr: 11 Al. Chavchavadze Str.
Tel: +995 32 292 11 72; +995 32 298 60 03
Fax: +995 32 99 62 46
E-mail: info@hotelbeaumonde.com

 British House
Hotel in Vera District
Addr: 32 Belinski St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 292 39 98; +995 32 298 87 83
Fax: +995 32 298 29 37
E-mail: british-house@internet.ge

 Corner
Family Hotel
Addr: 12 St. Nicolas Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 296 42 10
Mob: +995 591 70 77 07
E-mail: info@hotelcorner.ge

 Mirobelle Hotel
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: In front of the main entrance of

holly Trinity Cathedral-Sameba
Tel: +995 32 277 49 77
Mob: +995 568 88 89 18; +995 555 56 66 11
E-mail: mirobelle@live.com

 Old Tbilisi
Overlooking The Mtkvari River
Addr: 27 Ketevan Tsamebuli Ave. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 38 40, +995 32 277 38 41,

+995 32 277 38 42, +995 32 277 38 43, +995 32
277 38 46

Fax: +995 32 277 38 44
E-mail: hoteloldtbilisi@yahoo.com

 Qeroli
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 8 Armazi Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 2 27 73 64; +995 32 2 74 84 11
Mob: +995 593 28 47 48; +995 551 79 17 71
E-mail: qqeroli@yahoo.com

 Tbilotel
Business & Leisure Hotel
Addr: 8 Daraselia St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 238 78 04; +995 32 238 78 05
E-mail: tbilotel@tbilotel.ge

 Bazaleti Palace
Hotel in Ortachala
Addr: 1 Gulia Str. Tbilisi
Tel: + 995 322 72 50 16; +995 322 75 53

66; +995 322 75 53 67
E-mail: info@bazaletilake.ge

 Oriental
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: 17 Makhata Str. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 64 99, +995 32 277 56 50
Mob: +995 577 500 010
E-mail: hoteloriental.georgia@gmail.com

 Hotel Europe
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Atskhuri Str. 10
Tel: +995 32 274 98 44
Mob: +995 551 18 47 15
E-mail: eurostandard.v@mail.ru

 Danisimo
Hotel in Avlabari
Addr: Tbilisi, 14 Irbakhi str
Tel: (+995 32) 2 77 66 77, (+995 790) 74 78 68
Mob: (+995 597) 40 40 41, (+995 599) 40

40 41, (+995 568) 40 40 41
Fax: (+995 32) 2 77 66 77
E-mail: hoteldanisimo@gmail.com

... To stay

... To eat&drink

 Vedzisi
Business class Hotel
Addr: 32 Zovreti str, Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 238 86 26/46/56/47
Fax: +995 32 238 86 36
E-mail: info.hotelvedzisi@yahoo.com

 Majestic Hotel
Hotel in Isani
Addr: Isani, 58 Atskhuri Str. 
Tel: +995 32 277 62 75; +995 32 274 82 64
Mob: +995 593 260 102, +995 555 260 779

 Irmeni
Hotel in Avlabari District
Addr: 1 Martkopi St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 277 04 66
Fax: +995 32 277 14 66
E-mail: contact@irmeni.ge

 Hotel Cruise
Hotel Complex
Addr: 75 Beliashvili St. Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 254 11 03 /04 /05 /06 /07
Fax: +995 32 254 11 02
E-mail: Hotelcruise@ymail.com
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FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN
GEORGIA –
MARATHON
ON HIGH
HEELS

n June 24, a marathon was held
in the park of Peace, organized
by the Caucasian Federation of

World Records. 11 Georgian beauties
raced against each other on a 50-meter
long track. What made the competition
unusual, however, was that all the
participants had to wear high heels of at
least seven centimeters long.

O

BY   SALOME
SHIKHASHVILI

“The concept itself originated in the Neth-
erlands, where 100 women in high heels com-
peted with each other on a 100 meter long race
track. The winner received EUR 10,000 as a
prize, although the competition ended in inju-
ry for many of the girls. Due to this, we decid-
ed to slightly change the rules. In order to
avoid chaos and trauma, we selected only 11
girls for the race. Since running in high heels

ENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTENTERTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENTAIMENT

�
 “First place in the race, with an obvious margin, was

won by Ani Mgeliashvili, a 17-year-old dancer in the Sukh-
ishvilebi group”

is far from comfortable, we decided to secure
the shoes with rolls of duct tape,” declared
Shota Keldishvili, head of the Caucasian Fed-
eration of World Records.

Specially invited judges named the win-
ner. The first place in the race, with an obvi-
ous margin, was won by Ani Mgeliashvili, a
17-year-old dancer in the Sukhishvilebi
group, who received a ticket for a tourist trip
to Turkey for two. Despite wearing high heels

being a rarity for her in everyday life,
this didn’t seem to deter her at all:

“It’s been several years since jog-
ging became a lifestyle of mine; I jog

every morning. Naturally, the competi-
tion wasn’t exactly what I’m used to, but

it popularizes the healthy way of life and
thus I think that similar contests should be
held in Georgia more often,” declared the
winner.

The second and the third winners were
named by the judges as well. The second place
was won by Salome Gamiashvili, and Shorena
Kubaneishvili took the third place. They were
given monetary prizes and various products
by Perfume Company Mystical.
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“Come, my darlings, and get a free visa
to Kazantip! Smile, be happy and free!”
– Such welcoming invitation is being
extended to visitors by the organizers
of the Anaklia festival.

BY   LALI   PAPASKIRI

These warm words, however, are not for your
ears, Gentlemen: Nikita I, humble president of a
great nation of Kazantip, addresses only Geor-
gian and Ukrainian women. “If you are a girl
with a Ukrainian or Georgian passport, come to
Anaklia. Folks here love music and dancing
too!” According to the information published
on the website, many Crimean and Georgian
girls already got their free visas…

After a lot of hesitation, doubts and debates,
it was decided that electronic music performers
from over 160 countries will arrive in Anaklia
this year, starting from 20 August. Information
about the first phase of lineup has already been
published, along with the complete list of the
performers.

Entry to the festival’s territory will be allowed

A visa is a special card that also
contains a barcode and can be re-
ceived on the spot for $200-250. The
price on the ticket will vary depend-
ing on when it is purchased: after 29
May, the price will be 403 GEL ($230)
plus the permit (2-3 GEL). However,
if you decide to visit a festival al-
ready in progress, you’ll have to pay
far more – 655 GEL. Therefore, bet-
ter take appropriate measures to
make sure you will not have to pay
extra. Also, you must always have
your yellow suitcase or your visa
with you, because you might get
fined or even expelled otherwise.
Those from countries that do not
have a free visa regime with Georgia
will be able to obtain a visa for $50.

TOURISMTOURISM

WHAT YOU
NEED TO
KNOW

“KAZANTIP Z” IN GEORGIA

Continued on p. 9

to those
with visas

or special yel-
low suitcases with

barcodes. These yellow suit-
cases are a well-known symbol of Ka-

zantip. Lucky owners of these cool things can
move around the festival’s territory without a
visa, provided that the suitcases were stamped
with a special barcode on the entry spot.

At first it was said that the festival would be
held under the name of “Gaumarjos”, but it was
eventually changed back to “Kazantip” so that
adventurous and fun-seeking folks won’t get
lost on their way here…

A bit of information about Kazantip:

“KaZantip Z” is an annual electronic and dance music festival, which was
annualy held on the Crimean peninsula from 1992 to 2013. After Russian occupation of
Crimea, it was decided to hold a similar festival in Georgia, which will take place in
Anaklia. The tickets are called “visas.” Up to 150 000 visitors, so-called “Paradizers”,
attend Kazantip every year.

The name of the festival comes from Kazantip – a cape near the place where the
festival was held in the years 1995-1999. President and founder of this glorious event
is Nikita I (real name - Nikita Marshunok). In its first years, all his ambitions were
mainly limited to a gathering of surfers. Later it was supplemented with trance and
house music and so Kazantip festival was born.
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www.interpressnews.ge

Information Agency of Georgia IPN. Information in three languages.

Calling the last
quarter of a century
the “period of Geor-
gia’s nervy tinkering
with national inde-
pendence and de-
mocracy” would
probably be fair and
descriptive enough
for most of us be-

cause we all know very well that there is still
something weird and offbeat with our sover-
eignty and democratic mien. The span of exper-
imentation with modern ways of statehood is
extended in time for Georgia, but we are far from
giving up. We are still convinced that Georgia is
a country where a well-organized and orderly
state has a rock-solid chance to exist and sur-
vive. Moreover, we are sure that Georgia can
play its due role in international life, functioning
as a player of firm consequence. At least we are
behaving that way on the global scene. There
are also people among us who think that Geor-
gia needs to acquire that international function
because it does not yet have that function in
reality. They also think that for the acquisition
of international political and economic utility,
Georgia first needs to go for gaining the region-
al – meaning South Caucasus – role, and not
simply a role but a leading role too in the area,
which is practically, as I hear from them, our
historic task and duty. If you don’t believe me,
I can quote a book which was launched about a
week ago in the big hall of the Academy of
Sciences of Georgia in presence of almost the
entire Academy. The academicians unanimously
approved of the new project by the Doctor of
Political Science, historian and lawyer Mr. Zurab
Khonelidze. The book-project, 45 pages, in its
trilingual and absolutely impressive edition is
titled like “CHOICE OF GEORGIA, South Cau-
casus – Geopolitical Space,” which is present-
ed by the author as a new format for regional
cooperation. Daringly enough, right in the be-
ginning of the book, the author is viewing Geor-
gia, as the country which is currently fallen out
of international functions, contemplating the ne-
cessity of assigning to it a certain additional
international role. This project is as old as the
Caucasus hills itself – it was created about a
score of long and difficult years, but none of
the Georgian post-soviet governments had any
intention or desire to lend their heedless and
unqualified ears to this political novelty, except
the one which is currently ruling this country.
Finally, the project came to the deserved atten-
tion of our society, which is living in a never-
ending expectation of good life. According to
the author, one of our most urgent tasks is the
formation of Georgia as a fully established state,
which cannot happen without a thorough anal-
ysis of the role of our country in the globalized
world and the acquisition by Georgia – or the
reinstatement, to that matter – of additional in-
ternational functions. The main condition, the
only constant value, the major status quo that
might be used for achieving this goal as well as
for identifying of all current and anticipated
threats, objectives and means of relevant ac-
tion to this end is an absolute reality, called GEO-
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� “We offer Georgia new
package of cooperation with

NATO” – Rasmussen
“We offer Georgia a new, basic package of

cooperation with the alliance that will help the
country be closer to NATO,” – the Secretary
General of NATO Anders Fogh Rasmussen
said at the NATO office in Brussels, while
opening an alliance foreign ministerial.

According to him, their principles have not
changed in relation to the open door policy
and “no country can stop the process.”

“I would like to stress the significance of
the open-door policy, as this is useful for not
only the NATO aspirant countries, but – the
alliance itself. Our basic principles have not
changed. We support the aspirant countries
in relation to the integration process and no
country can stop the process. Georgia is no-
table in this respect, and we offer this country
a new, basic package of cooperation with the
alliance. It will help Georgia be closer to
NATO,” Rasmussen said.

NATO Secretary General wrote a Twitter
post after a meeting with the Georgian For-
eign Minister Maia Panjikidze. He highlighted
the progress achieved by Georgia recently.

“NATO is ready to support and assist Geor-
gia in terms of its ambitious defense reforms.
The countries which aspire to NATO mem-
bership are discussed one-by-one. In the re-
port about Georgia, positive achievements of
last years are stressed. The free and fair Geor-
gian election represents one more step towards
perfect democracy.

It is good that Georgia wishes to partici-
pate in the NATO future main issues (Reso-
lute Support, Connected Forces & Smart De-
fence). We appreciate Georgia’s participating
in the ISAF mission and future missions in
Afghanistan,” Rasmussen wrote.

P.S. View the exclusive interview with EU-
Atlantic integration Minister Alex Petriash-
vili on Association Agreement on Page 4.

� “Developments in 2008
are really related to the

Bucharest Summit
decision” - Appathurai

Special Representative of NATO Secretary
General in South Caucasus and Central Asia
James Appathurai commented on the reasons
of Bucharest Summit decision in 2008 in his
interview with “Rustavi 2” TV.

“Confirmation of our cooperation will be
one of the main elements of the Wales sum-
mit. You can call it a package. Georgia has al-
ready implemented more cooperation with
NATO than – any other partner. We are going
to recognize your country’s progress on the
way towards NATO. As for the Russian fac-

tor, it has its own schedule. The developments
in 2008 are really related to the decision of the
Bucharest Summit. Some of my colleagues say
whether we give Georgia MAP or not, Russia

will still implement a response. But I do not
know what Russia will do. We will make every
decision according to Georgia’s progress and
the Bucharest decisions,” Appathurai de-
clared. In addition, he believes that NATO in-
volvement in Georgia will increase as a part of
all commitments.

� “Referendum” on acces-
sion to Russia will not have

legal force – Georgia’s
Foreign Ministry

The Foreign Ministry made a comment on
the so-called South Ossetian Parliament
Speaker Anatoliy Bibilov’s statement as per
which, the new Parliament of Tskhinvali will
put the issue of accession to Russia to a refer-
endum.

The Georgian Foreign Ministry stresses
that over the last 20 years the internally dis-
placed people have been deprived of the right
to return to their homes, while rights of those
living in occupied regions are violated every
day by the occupation regime. International
observers, including the EU Monitoring Mis-
sion, are not allowed to enter the regions of
Abkhazia and so-called South Ossetia to
study the human rights situation there.

‘Given all this, any “referendum” or “elec-
tion” that is conducted on the occupied terri-
tories is an illegal act aimed at covering the
ethnic cleansing of hundreds of thousands of
people. Conducting such a referendum is
against the fundamental principles of interna-
tional law, including the principles of territori-
al integrity, sovereignty and non-violation of
borders. The ‘referendum’ on accession to
Russia will not have any legal force and the
international community will not recognize it
as legal.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is watch-
ing with concern the ‘passport verification
process’ of ethnic Georgians living in the oc-
cupied regions of Abkhazia, in particular, Gali,
Ochamchire and Tkvarcheli.

In addition, the Foreign Ministry calls on
the international community to appropriately
assess the current situation in the occupied
region of Abkhazia in order to avoid discrimi-
nation against ethnic Georgians living there
and possibility of formation of a new political
and humanitarian crisis.

The Ministry says the topics will be dis-
cussed at the OSCE Annual Security Review
Conference, which is currently under way in
Vienna.

POLITICS. This is a dominant prerequisite which
impacts, influences and determines the fate and
destiny of the nation within the complicated sys-
tem of international politics – geographical loca-
tion, space, time, area, quality and content of
activity in regards with other nations. The Project
emphasizes the unfortunate fact that in the re-
cent history, the particular geostrategic location
has been serving Georgia not as an advantage
but as an obstacle on its way of modern social,
political and economic development on the back-
ground and within the family of the nations. The
author of this new project is patiently and tact-
fully explaining that after the collapse of the So-
viet Union, right on the threshold of post-com-
munist transformation, none of the Georgian gov-
ernments has managed to give Georgia the place
which could have been commensurate with its
natural historical features or make an adequate
step, exactly tailored on time and space. Due to
the complexity of its neighborhood, Georgia can-
not be a self-contained and closed system be-
cause it is situated in the area as a historical,
geographical and cultural epicenter right on the
crossroads of geopolitical, economic and mili-
tary interests of the nations who make this epi-
center, called South Caucasus. The key to the
definition and fulfillment of our most important
national goals, including the restoration of Geor-
gia’s territorial integrity, lies beyond the borders
of this state, carrying regional and global dimen-
sions. On top of all that, the international com-
munity has never fully realized the genuine cause
of ethno-political conflicts and the reasons of
their growing into global problems – all this trig-
gered by the mines laid by the Soviet Empire

against the sovereignty of our country, having
left us without a function and the ability to see
the nation’s prospect clearly or handle its prob-
lems ably. The targets and directions that might
be optimal and even indispensable for building
Georgia’s good future are unequivocally and un-
ambiguously stated in the program of Zurab
Khonelidze: a) Restoration of this nation’s his-
toric functionality, turning it into the carrier of a
global mission; b) Formation of the unified Geor-
gian national idea and public consciousness,
and its ideological promotion; c) Integration of
the country and formation of the political sys-
tem, which would guarantee the restitution and
maintenance of its historically ethnic, religious,
cultural, political and territorial unity, giving it
back the sense of the owner of its own land. The
helper here would certainly be the opportunity
to properly meet the demands of our time, among
which the most significant for Georgia seems to
be the necessity of the realistic acquisition by it
the due international responsibilities. Nobody
who was present at the book-launching academic
event remained heedless or indifferent towards
all this.

�
 Due to the complexity of

its neighborhood, Georgia
cannot be a self-contained
and closed system
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BANKS & BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS
BANK CONSTANTA
WORLD BANK
BANK REPUBLIK
CARTU BANK
TBC BANK
BANK OF GEORGIA
PROCREDIT BANK
BASIS BANK
VTB BANK
HSBC BANK GEORGIA
HALYK BANK
LIBERTY BANK
ZIRAAT BANK
TAO PRIVATE BANK
KOR STANDARD BANK
GEORGIAN-ISRAELI BUSINESS CHAMBER
GRDC COMPANY
EURASIA FUND
WISSOL
ROMEPTROL
SOCAR
BTA  BANK

HOTELS
HOLIDAY Inn.
HOTEL CITADINES
SHERATON METECHI PALACE
COURTYARD MARRIOTT
TBILISI MARRIOTT
RADISSON BLU
HOTEL ‘SYMPATHY’
HOTEL VARAZI
BRITISH HOUSE
HOTEL VILLA
HOTEL BOMOND
‘BETSI’
PRIMA VERA
HOTEL VERE PALACE
VIP VICTORIA
AMBASSADOR
KOPALA
NEW KOPALA
OLD METECHI
OLD TBILISI
HOTEL OLD DISTRICT
HOTEL D’PLAZA
HOTEL ISTANBUL
‘BOMOND GRANDE’
HOTEL ‘CRUISE’
TBILOTEL
GPM KAPAN
HOTEL KMM
HOTEL ZP
HOTEL SHARDEN
CITY HOTEL
TIFLIS PALACE
HOTEL DIPLOMAT
HOTEL ‘DAVID’
HOTEL ARGOPALACE

CAFE-BARS, RESTAURANTS

RESTAURANT `CRUISE`

SPORT LAND CAFE
CASABLANKA CAFE
RESTAURANT GIOSTAN
TEPSHEBI
TASTE OF INDIA
RESTAURANT VERA STEAK  HOUSE
‘ACID’ BAR
CAFE LATTE
CAFE BATONEBI
CAFE COFFEE GE
RESTAURANT LE MARI
CAFE DISCOVERY
CAFE SEGAFREDO
CAFE ‘ROTONDA’
‘MAHARAJA’-INDIAN RESTAURANT
SANCHO - SPANISH RESTAURANT

RIDER BAR
SANTA FE - MEXICAN RESTAURANT
WHEELS -IRISH BEER BAR
NOSTALGIA BAR
CHABA’S JAZZ-ROCK BAR
CAFE FAHRENHEIT
BEER HOUSE
TOUCAN BAR
PROFILE CAFE
‘DUNA’ CAFE
RESTAURANT ‘KARTULI’
RESTAURANT BELLE VILLE
NEW BAR
CAFE ‘VERGNANO’
MCDONALDS
RESTAURANT ‘LOST PARADISE’
PROSPERO’S BOOKS
RESTAURANT ‘TAI HOUSE’
CAFE ‘NEAR OPERA’
CAFE ‘SALVE’
PUR-PUR CAFE-RESTAURANT
ELITE TEA HOUSE
CAFE-RESTAURANT ‘LA COOL’
CAFE ‘8,1/2’
PREGO PIZZERIA
CAFE ‘KALA’
TAPAS BAR
CAFE BAR NUMBER ONE -
COFFEE HOUSE - CAFFEINE
FAGOT BAR
SHARDEN 12 - BAR
N BAR
MARAKESH BAR
MARAKESH EXPRESS
HANGAR BAR
CAFE ‘KONKA’
LITERARY CAFE
PIPE CAFE
CHINA TOWN RESTAURANT
SHARDEN MUSIC BAR
RESTAURANT ‘SOLOLAKI GATE’
CAFE ‘ALDO BERNARDI’
RESTAURANT ‘IN VINO VERITAS’
DECO STOP RESTAURANT
BAR-RESTAUIRANT ‘BOMONDI’
OLD  LONDON PUB
GREEN BAR
JOHN SILVER BAR
PANORAMA  CAFE
AL  MAGRIPH  CAFE
JUST 12
BAR `ARABICA`
BAR `CAIRO`
RESTAURANT `OLD METEKHI`
CAFE `KGB`
CAFE BAR `19`
CAFE `PARNASI`
RESTAURANT `TAN TSAIGE`
CAFE BAR `NERO`
RESTAURANT `DOWN TOWN`
RESTAURANT `SEIDABAD`
RESTAURANT `PICASO`
RESTAURANT `SIAN GAN`
CAFE `ATSTECA`
CAFE BAR `CORNERS`
CAFE BAR `NERO`
RESTAURANT `PIANO`
‘GOLD FISH’ RESTAURANT
‘PAETONI’  RESTAURANT
‘FILINI  RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT `MAIDAN’
RESTAURANT  `SENATE`
‘TSISKVILI’  RESTAURANT

OTHER COMPANIES
ARCHIL KHOMASURIDZE INSTITUTE
OF REPRODUCTOLOGY
BODY IMAGE- COSMETOLOGY
AND MASSAGE
GPI INSURANCE COMPANY

‘IMEDI L’ INSURANCE COMPANY
IC GROUP  INSURANCE COMPANY
ALDAGI BCI INSURANCE COMPANY
DEVELOPMENT SOLUTION
RAKEEN (BUILDING COMPANY)
BRITISH CENTRE
AECOM CONSULTANCY COMPANY
AVIS CAR RENT CENTER
SYNERGY GROUP
AVERSI
PSP
BELAVIA AIRWAYS
BMI (BRITISH MIDLAND INTERNATIONAL)
AIRZENA
LUFTHANSA
AZERBAIJANIAN AIRLINES
UKRAINIAN INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES
TURKISH AIRLINES
KAZAKHSTAN AIRLINES
CZECH AIRLINES
NATIONAL AIRWAYS
LUTECIA
BEAUTY SALOON ‘STUDIO SALOON’
GD ALCO
ALIONI 99
‘GEPRA’ CONSULTING GROUP
CELLER
CAUCASUS ONLINE 8-07
NOKIA CENTRE
‘WINE WORLD’
‘NABADI’ (THEATRE)
SOROS FOUNDATION
BOOK HOUSE
UGT
CHF INTERNATIONAL
E WORD
VIA TRAVELS
LEVON TRAVEL
PEACE CORPS
AVON COMPANY
GALLERY ‘SHARDEN’
GALLERY ‘HOBI’
TOYOTA KAVKASIA
TOYOTA TAXIES
ASTRA PARK - CARTING
APM
TBILISI BAIRON SCHOOL
STATE UNIVERSITY OF
ILIA CHAVCHAVADZE
SCIENTIFIC-RESEARCH INSTITUTE
GEORGIAN-AMERICAN UNIVERSITY
KATONI & COMPANY
BEELINE
GEOCELL
MAGTI
MOBITAL LTD
TELASI
AIR BATUMI

EMBASSIES,COUNSULATES
&DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATIONS
DUTY FREE ALIANCE
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE IN GEORGIA
ITALIAN EMBASSY & CONSULATE
CZECH REPUBLIC -
EMBASSY, CONSULATE
CHINESE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC EMBASSY
BRAZILIAN EMBASSY
ESTONIA - EMBASSY, CONSULATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY -
 EMBASSY & CONSULATE
GREECE REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
IRAN ISLAMIC REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
IRAQ REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
JAPAN - EMBASSY
KINGDOM OF BELGIUM -

HONORARY CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF DENMARK HONORARY
CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF SWEDEN - EMBASSY
SWEDEN HONORARY CONSULATE
KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS
- EMBASSY
LATVIA REPUBLIC - EMBASSY
LITHUANIA REPUBLIC -
EMBASSY & CONSULATE
NORWAY HONORARY CONSULATE
PHILIPPINES - HONORARY CONSULATE
POLICE DELEGATION OF
THE REPUBLIC OF FRANCE
REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA -EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF FRANCE - EMBASSY
& CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF HUNGARY - EMBASSY
REPUBLIC OF POLAND - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES - CONSULATE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY - EMBASSY
ROMANIA - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
SPAIN HONORARY CONSULATE
STATE OF ISRAEL - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
SWISS CONFEDERATION - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
UKRAINE - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND - EMBASSY
USA - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY - EMBASSY & CONSULATE
EU SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE SOUTH-CAUCASUS
VATICAN (THE HOLLY SEE)
SALFORD REPRESENTATION IN GEORGIA
BRITISH COUNCIL (CULTURAL DEPARTMENT)
EUROPEAN UNION REPRESENTATION
EUROPEAN UNION BC PROGRAM
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN GEORGIA
BRITISH COUNCIL
SAVE THE CHILDREN
UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION OF GEORGIA
UNICEF - UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN’S FUND
UNRHC - UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES
EURASIA PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION
EVERY CHILD - BRITISH CHARITY ORGANIZATION
ABA ROL
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE
NORWEGIAN REFUGEES UNION
OFFICE OF PUBLIC DEFENDER (OMBUDSMAN) OF GEORGIA
RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
WHO - WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
GEORGIAN YOUNG LAWYERS‘ ASSOCIATION
EURASIA PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION
UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
GEORGIAN PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE DEVELOPMENT FUND
GENDER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
FUND OF CAUCASUS
SOCO - CHARITY FUND
HORIZONT
GEORGIA - ELADA -
GEORGIAN-GREEK RELATIONS DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
GEORGIAN PARLIAMENT ADMINISTRATION
TBILISI CITY HALL - STAFF
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MINISTRY OF FINANCE
MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

BATUMI
INTOURIST PALACE  HOTEL
SHERATON PALACE  HOTEL
RADISSON BLU HOTEL
PRESIDENT  PLAZA HOTEL
ERA PALACE  HOTEL
HOTEL ‘ALIK’
HOTEL ‘ISTANBUL’
HOTEL ‘RCHEULI VILLA’
HOTEL ‘MARINA’
HOTEL ‘SANAPIRO’
TURKISH AIRWAYS
MINISTRY OF TOURISM OF ADJARA

WHERE GEORGIAN JOURNAL IS DISTRIBUTED

WEEKLY   UPDATED

GJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTIONGJ DISTRIBUTION
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Maidan
Georgian Cuisine,
Folklore &
Chillums
Tbilisi, Iron line N6
 (Rkinis Rigi)
Tel. 275 11 88

DownTown
European Restaurant

Down   Town

Addr: 7 Tabidze Str.
Tel: 292 30 88

Down   Town

Don Gjiuseppe
Classic Italian Restaurant Special
dishies, Lemonade & Coctails from
Italian Chef Gjiuseppe Staiano
Addr: 13, Mosashvili Str.
Tel: 224 47 27

Addr: Addr: Mosashvili Str. 24,
Tel: 290 37 75

Old Metekhi
Georgian-European

Restaurant Live music
everyday/saxafone (in
case of  banquets and
weddings additional
singers are available)

Addr: 3 Metekhi slope,
Tbilisi
Tel: +995 32 274 74 07;
Mob: +9955 93 23 07 88

Old Metekhi

The Beaumonde Magazine invited its loyal
readers and respondents to a thematic retro-
party held in the funicular lounge bar. Every-
one had to adhere to the dress code.

Among the guests were representatives of
the show business, TV hosts, actors and
actresses, business persons and singers.

One of the two event sponsors was NG
Georgia - representation of elite mono-brand
butique Versace and multi-brand butique NGG.
These butiques operate in Tbilisi and Batumi
and feature creative pieces of Roberto Cavalli,
Etro, Ralph Laurent, Phillip Plein, Jitrois,
Alexander McQueen, Blumarine, Casadei.

The guests were comfortably served with
cocktails made on Burbone Jim Beam, the
number one burbone in the world, which was
the second sponsor of the event.

BEAUMONDE MAGAZINE HOSTED RETRO-EVENT

Nana Hernandez Getashvili, President of “NG Galaxy” Holding
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EXCLUSIVE

“ASSOCIATION

AGREEMENT

SIGNING IS

ONLY THE

BEGINNING

OF OUR PATH

TO EU” See p. 4

WHAT

YOU NEED

TO KNOW

“KAZANTIP Z”

IN GEORGIA

ikita I Marshunok, president of Kazantip - “We are
only dealing with main issues: sound, lighting, good mood
and love... Due to peculiarities of local mentality, the topic of
drugs and free sex will be excluded altogether”

N

See p. 9

FROM JAIL

TATTOOS

TO HIPSTER

TRIANGLE

�
 “One of the greatest

Georgian writers,
Chabua Amirejibi had
Saint George’s icon on
his chest and he said
that it kept him alive
and safe”

Tattoo
evolution

in
Georgia

See p. 14

ATESHGA OF

TBILISI – ANCIENT

SITE OF WORLD

ZOROASTRIANISM

“Historical sources prove that Atesh-
ga is a monument of the IV-V centuries”

“This is the same Ahura Mazda, the fol-
lower of which was Zaratustra, the Über-
mensch of Nietzsche” See p. 8

“WHY WOULD I KILL

MYSELF? LAST THING

I REMEMBER IS ME

SITTING ON THE

STAIRS”

Exclusive interview with a
14-year-old injured girl

Follow-up story (“Boyfriend accused
of strangling girlfriend,” published in
Georgian Journal, issue #23)

See p. 8

“TIRZA” - THE TALE

OF LORD BYRON AND

GEORGIAN GIRL See p. 12

See p. 13

EXCEPTIONAL

DISCOVERY OR

EXCEPTIONAL SCAM?

Billions of cubic meters in gas
deposit REPORTEDLY discovered
in Iormughanlo, Georgia

“If this is true, gas deposit discovered
by Frontera will satisfy Georgia’s internal
needs for 12 years”

See p. 2

Georgia can play its
due role in internatio-
nal life, functioning as a
player of firm conse-
quence

GEORGIA’S CHOICE

NUGZAR  B. RUHADZE

EURO-4  CAR

STANDARD  IN

GEORGIA - A LUXURY

WE CAN AFFORD?

What is Euro-4 standard? - Only cars
that meet the Euro-4 environmental stan-
dard and were manufactured in 2005 or lat-
er are allowed to be imported

See p. 13

Byron, aged 22, stumbled upon a 13-
year-old Georgian girl at a slave market.
She didn’t know who Byron was...

“In the 19th century Siemens brothers,
who later founded the famous Siemens
Company, were carrying out gas explora-
tion works here”
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