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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

In an interview with the CBS
NEWS program 60 Minutes,

President of Georgia Salome
Zourabichvili stated that the war
in Ukraine serves as a reminder
of Georgia’s past experiences,
confirming the existence of a
perpetual direct threat from
Russia. She stated that Russia
is ‘testing the ground’ and their
current preferred aggression in
Georgia is hybrid war.

President Zourabichvili ad-
dressed the presence of Russians
who have settled in Georgia since
the Ukraine war began. She ex-
pressed concern, stating, “It’s
very unnerving when in your
own country you have people
that are talking the language of
the enemy. And they believe that
they’re at home.”

“They’re behaving and believ-
ing that they are very much at
home. So there is a fine line. And
that line has to be kept so that
we do not have incidents in the
future that would allow Russia
to use their favorite doctrine of
protecting Russian-speaking
citizens,” Zourabichvili said.

In a CBS interview,
Zourabichvili expressed her de-
sire for more recognition and
support from the United States,
particularly in relation to
Georgia’s candidate status
within the European Union. She
feels that such recognition from
the highest levels of the U.S.
government would be significant
for the people of Georgia.

She emphasized that if Geor-

President Salome Zourabichvili Calls for More
Recognition and Support from the United States

gia is denied the European Union
candidacy status, it will be a
great victory for Russia.

“Sharyn Alfonsi (Inter-
viewer): This is a critical time.
Do you feel like the West, par-
ticularly the U.S., has been re-
sponsive enough and supportive
enough of Georgia in this mo-
ment?

President Salome
Zourabichvili: I don’t think so.
And I will take one concrete ex-

ample. I’ve been a president now
for five years. And I’ve not man-
aged— to have any form of meet-
ing at my level, which would be
the president or the vice presi-
dent even through a phone
call.— I understand that there
are more urgent issues. But I
think that some more public rec-
ognition is needed.

Sharyn Alfonsi (Inter-
viewer): Recognition of?

President Salome

Zourabichvili: Of the fact that
the United States is supporting
our candidate status within the
European Union. I know that is
the language that the U.S. has
with our European partners, but
that being repeated by the high-
est level would be meaningful for
the Georgian population.

The EU has laid out a list of
requirements for Georgia to be-
come a candidate for member-
ship. The conditions include

tackling corruption and lessen-
ing the economic and political
influence of domestic oligarchs.
A decision is expected by the end
of the year.

Sharyn Alfonsi (Inter-
viewer): What happens to Geor-
gia if the EU denies the bid?

President Salome
Zourabichvili: It will be a big
victory for Russia.” an excerpt
from the CBS interview reads.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

Irakli Kobakhidze, chairman
of Georgian Dream, in re-

sponse to statements made by
President Salome Zourabichvili
during her CBS interview,
stated after the majority meet-
ing that questioning the prime
minister’s motivation for Euro-
pean integration amounts to di-
rect ‘agitation’ against the EU
candidacy status.

“When the president visits
Europe and discusses with her
European partners whether the
prime minister desires or op-
poses the country’s integration
into Europe, it directly implies
that Salome Zourabichvili, along
with other radical politicians, is
involved in anti-status agitation.
Her television address also quali-
fies as anti-status agitation.
Questioning the prime
minister’s motivations for Euro-
pean integration constitutes di-
rect agitation against the sta-
tus,” remarked Kobakhidze.

The Chairman stated that
President Zourabichvili is ‘for-

CONTINUED ON Page 2

Irakli Kobakhidze Criticizes
Salome Zourabichvili in Response

to President’s CBS Interview

mally’ the president of Georgia
but, in fact, he believes she is
the president of the opposition
party United National Move-
ment.

“For us, she is no longer the
president of Georgia. She is only
formally the president of Geor-
gia, but in fact, she is the presi-
dent of the ‘United National
Movement.’ You have seen, even
today during her television ap-
pearance, what her spirit is,
what her messages are. She goes
to Europe to campaign against
candidate status. When you go
to Europe and talk to your col-
leagues about the fact that the
current government of Georgia
does not want European integra-
tion, this, of course, means agi-
tating against the candidacy sta-
tus. How can you let such a per-
son go to Europe when you want
her to get the status of a candi-
date?” Kobakhidze said.

‘Georgian Dream’ Chairman
expressed the belief that Salome
Zourabichvili, who has one year
left in her presidential term, is
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‘no longer relevant’ in influenc-
ing the country’s direction. Ac-
cording to Kobakhidze, despite
her remaining time in office,
Zourabichvili will not cause
harm to the nation nor will she
be able to prevent Georgia from
attaining the status of a candi-
date for a particular program or

Irakli Kobakhidze Criticizes
Salome Zourabichvili in Response

to President’s CBS Interview

recognition.
Irakli Kobakhidze added that

there are strong, optimistic ex-
pectations that Georgia will be
granted EU candidate status in
December. He mentioned a sig-
nificant shift in the chances, in-
dicating that previously it was
seen as a 50/50 possibility, but
now the prospects have ‘greatly’
improved.
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Government to Fund
Oncological Surgery for

All Cancer Patients

According to the amendment
approved by the Government of
Georgia, the press service re-
ports that funding for chemo-
hormonal-radiation therapies,
medicines, and oncological sur-
gery will be equally available to
all citizens.

As per reports from the gov-
ernment meeting, a project was
discussed to finance oncological

surgeries, including both
planned and emergency proce-
dures, for all cancer patients
throughout the country, except
for those covered by budgetary
insurance. This coverage ex-

tends to insured veterans and
patients with an annual income
surpassing 40,000 GEL.

“Starting from August of the
current year, hormone therapy,
chemotherapy, radiation
therapy, and medications have
been funded for all oncology pa-
tients nationwide. Today, as per
the amendment approved by the

Government of Georgia, financ-
ing for chemo/hormone/radiation
therapies, medications, and on-
cological surgery will be equally
accessible to all citizens.

As per the decision men-
tioned, the treatment of oncologi-
cal diseases will be equally ac-
cessible to every beneficiary
within the framework of the
universal health care program,
regardless of their income,” the
statement reads.

Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili Meets

with Czech Ambassador
to Georgia Petr

Kubernát
The Prime Minister of Geor-

gia, Irakli Gharibashvili, met
with Petr Kubernát, the Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary
Ambassador of the Czech Repub-
lic to Georgia. According to the
Prime Minister’s press service,
discussions regarding the rela-
tions between the Czech Repub-
lic and Georgia and the future
perspectives of cooperation took
place during the introductory
meeting.

“The head of the government
congratulated the new ambassa-
dor on his appointment and
wished him success in his future

work. The press service of the
Prime Minister emphasized
Georgia’s foreign policy priorities
and noted the Czech Republic’s

strong support for Georgia’s sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, as
well as its European and Euro-
Atlantic integration.

According to their reports, the
meeting discussed the steps
taken by the Government of
Georgia in order to fulfill the 12
recommendations of the Euro-
pean Union.

“The Prime Minister empha-
sized the importance of granting
candidate status to our country

and expressed hope that Georgia’s
efforts will be accurately re-
flected in the report by the Eu-
ropean Commission. Further-

more, the Prime Minister ex-
pressed the expectation that the
European Commission will rec-
ommend granting candidate sta-
tus to Georgia.

At the meeting, the emphasis
was placed on the necessity of
deepening trade and economic
contacts between the countries,
highlighting the readiness of
both sides to work in this direc-
tion,” the statement reads.

The UN in Georgia maintains
that the draft laws initiated

in the Georgian Parliament on
October 16, 2023 is damaging to
public health. The proposed
changes seek to exclude heated
tobacco products from standard-
ized packaging regulations, ex-
tend the sale of tobacco products
with old packaging for another
eight months, and modify the
requirement to display brand

and variant information in the
state language of Georgia, by
allowing also display in English.

Protecting public health and
effective tobacco control policy
are paramount. Governments
must act to protect public health
policies from tobacco industry
interference as per Art. 5.3 of the
WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control. Allowing these
changes would prioritize the fi-
nancial interests of tobacco com-
panies over the interest of pub-
lic health.

Almost one-third of adults and
a substantial portion of adoles-
cents and young people in Geor-
gia are using tobacco. Tobacco-
related direct healthcare costs

and indirect costs due to prema-
ture mortality and disability and
workplace costs exceed 800 mil-
lion GEL annually, with the
number of deaths surpassing
11,0001). Addressing this situa-
tion necessitates long-term and
steadfast implementation of com-
prehensive and effective tobacco
control policies. Georgia took a
positive step with the adoption
of strong tobacco control legisla-
tion in 2017, which yielded ini-
tial results through effective
implementation. However, to
achieve a sustained reduction in
tobacco use rates and mitigate
its catastrophic impact, full
implementation and further
strengthening of tobacco control

legislation and state policies are
required.

Standardized packaging regu-
lations under the new tobacco
control legislation were origi-
nally intended to take effect on
January 1, 2018, then unfortu-
nately postponed to December
31, 2022, and subsequently ex-
tended once more to July 1, 2024.
This delay and other proposed
changes are unjustifiable and
further delays the demonstrable
benefits that plain packaging
provides.

As of today, many countries in
Europe and globally have dem-
onstrated that plain packaging is
an effective tobacco control mea-
sure. It reduces the appeal of to-

bacco products, enhances the
impact of health warnings, di-
minishes consumer deception,
and ultimately reduces tobacco
consumption rates.

We urge the Parliament of
Georgia  to reject the proposed
changes and we hope that it will
continue the policy announced at
the highest level in the field of
health protection and tobacco
control, protect the legislation
from the interests of the tobacco
industry, including the imple-
mentation of standardized pack-
aging of tobacco products.
1) UNDP/WHO/NCDC Tobacco
Control Investment Case study,
2017

Statement of the United Nations in Georgia regarding the
draft laws on amendments to the Tobacco Control Law


