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President Salome Zourabichvili Hosts Volunteers for
‘Your Voice for Europe’ Campaign at Orbeliani Palace

-

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

he President of Georgia,

Salome Zourabichvili,
hosted volunteers at the
Orbeliani Palace within the
framework of the Your Voice for
Europe campaign. The President
noted that volunteering is a
manifestation of civic responsi-
bility, which is one of the funda-
mental European values.

“Volunteering is primarily a
manifestation of citizenship. So-
ciety and the country rely on
personal initiative. This means,
at the same time, feeling respon-
sible, recognising that we are all
equally responsible for this coun-
try and its people. We all have
something to contribute, and it’s
called volunteering. You repre-
sent this great force that no one
can hold back.

You embody Europe because
Europe represents a free under-
standing of the needs of the soci-
ety or country around you. Vol-
unteering is not a new concept;
volunteers were on strike in 1924
when, together with
Cholokashvili, they fought
against the foreign regime that
was trying to establish itself. It
was pure volunteering,” said
Salome Zourabichvili.

The President of Georgia ex-
pressed admiration and respect
for Georgian volunteers who
have chosen to fight in Ukraine.
She emphasized that these vol-

unteers, by making a free and
voluntary choice, are represent-
ing the dignity of the Georgian
people. She paid tribute to those
who have sacrificed their lives,
recognizing their immense
value.

Additionally, she mentioned
that volunteers played a crucial
role in facing a disaster on June

13, setting an example for the
city through their actions.
“Volunteers are Georgian war-
riors who are fighting in
Ukraine today. Through their
free, voluntary choice, they em-
body Georgian dignity. I want to
pay tribute to those individuals
who have sacrificed their lives
and are immensely valuable to

us. Volunteers were the young
people who fought against the
disaster on June 13 and were able
to set an example for the city,”
said President Zourabichvili.

The President awarded a
medal of honor to Sofi and Giorgi
Karalashvili and Davit
Beriashvili, who tragically died
in the Shovi disaster.

According to the President’s
administration, they were co-
founders of “Knowledge Cafe”
and were honored by the Presi-
dent for their special personal
contribution to the development
and popularization  of
volunteerism, as well as for their
strong and active civic position.

Georgia Anticipates Substantial
Support from Hungary on
Candidate Status, Says Kobakhidze

By LizA M CHEDLIDZE

hairman of the Georgian

Dream, Irakli Kobakhidze,
is visiting Hungary at the invi-
tation of the Vice Prime Minis-
ter. During the visit,
Kobakhidze will meet with the
Vice Prime Minister, parliament
officials, and hold discussions
with the leadership of the Min-
istry of European Affairs, as well
as engage with leaders of part-
ner parties.

Kobakhidze emphasized the
significance of his visit to Hun-
gary, which occurred one week
before the decision on Georgia’s
candidate status for European
integration. He stressed the im-
portance of discussing various
issues related to Georgia’s inte-
gration into European struc-
tures during this visit.

The Georgian Dream Chair-
man acknowledged Hungary as
one of the active supporters of
Georgia in its European integra-
tion journey and emphasized the
need for ongoing collaboration to
strengthen this support further.

According to Kobakhidze, with
Hungary’s strong support, Geor-
gia will receive substantial back-
ing when the decision on candi-
date status is discussed in a week.

“It is crucial to visit Hungary
one week before the decision on

the candidate’s status to collec-
tively discuss all issues related
to Georgia’s integration into Eu-
ropean structures. While we rec-
ognize Hungary as one of the ac-
tive supporters of Georgia on the
path of European integration,
continuous cooperation with our
Hungarian partners is essential
to further strengthen this sup-
port. We are confident that, in
one week, when the issue of grant-
ing candidate status is discussed,
our country will receive strong
support from Hungary. We also
plan to engage in conversations
on this topic with our Hungar-
ian partners,” said Kobakhidze.

Kobahidze stated that Hungary
is an exceptional supporter of
Georgia, particularly on the path
of European integration. He em-
phasized that deepening coopera-
tion between countries is crucial,
given shared common values.

“It 1s absolutely clear to every-
one that cooperation, partner-
ship, and friendship with our
Hungarian colleagues are of ut-
most importance in this regard.
In general, the deepening of col-
laboration between countries is
crucial for us as we share com-
mon values. When cooperation
is rooted in shared values, the
perspective is particularly
strong,” stated Kobakhidze.



P2 Politics/ Economics

The Messenger

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2023

Exchange Rates: US Dollar - 2.6937;

Euro - 2.9178;

GBP - 3.4032;

100 Russian Ruble - 2.9330;

Swiss Franc - 3.0849

The News in Brief

PREPARED BY MESSENGER
STAFF

Georgia Supports
Effective Sanctions
Implementation for EU
and NATO, Says Shalva
Papuashvili

Papuashvili stated that Geor-
gia not only prevents but also
actively detains certain items
stolen from other countries at its
borders. He mentioned that ap-
proximately 2,000 transactions
were stopped at the border of
Georgia due to the detection of
goods or companies under sanc-

Shalva Papuashvili, the
Chairman of the Parliament of
Georgia, stated that there were
instances of misinformation and
speculations about the use of
Georgian territories to circum-
vent sanctions. However, he
emphasized that today there are
no lingering questions on the
matter.

tions.

“The conclusion published by
the European Commission on
November 8 once again dis-
mantled the grounds for specu-
lation. It eliminates those unfor-
tunate instances that, unfortu-
nately, sometimes arise in the
heart of Georgia, after which
disinformation is spread on vari-

ous formats and platforms. The
European Commission noted in
its conclusion that all efforts are
aimed at ensuring that the ter-
ritory of Georgia is not used to
circumvent sanctions.

There is also a report by the
representatives of the European
Union, the United States, and
Great Britain sanctions, which
states that there is no evidence
that the territory of Georgia is
used to circumvent sanctions. It
is a pity that such speculations
are taking place inside the coun-
try, although nobody has any lin-
gering questions anymore.

On the contrary, everyone is
grateful that Georgia not only
prevents this on its own terri-
tory but also detains certain
items stolen from other coun-
tries at the border of Georgia.
About 2,000 such transactions
were stopped at the border of
Georgia because any goods or
sanctioned companies were de-
tected. Georgia is part of the
chain that helps the European
Union and NATO to effectively
implement the sanctions,”
Papuashvili said.

Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili Meets
with US Deputy
Assistant Secretary

Joshua Huck
The Prime Minister of Geor-

gia, Irakli Gharibashvili, met
with Joshua Huck, the Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State of
the United States. The meeting,
held at the government admin-
istration, involved a review of the
strategic partnership agenda
between Georgia and the United
States. Discussions centered on
identifying steps to strengthen
and deepen the existing coopera-
tion across various fields.

Irakli Gharibashvili and
Joshua Huck discussed the
progress achieved by Georgia on
the path of European integration.
Joshua Huck congratulated the
head of the government on the
positive recommendation from
the European Commission.
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The Prime Minister noted that
the country is now anticipating
a positive decision from the Eu-
ropean Council regarding the
granting of candidate status. He
emphasized that integration into
the European Union remains one
of the main priorities of the
Georgian government’s foreign
policy.

The meeting centered on the
security and humanitarian situ-
ation in the occupied territories
of Georgia. The Prime Minister
expressed gratitude to Joshua
Huck for the unwavering sup-
port of the United States of
America regarding Georgia’s
sovereignty, territorial integrity,
and European integration.

‘EU Human Rights in Film Award’ honours
filmmakers at Thbilisi International Film Festival

n the closing ceremony of the

Thbilisi International Film
Festival, the EU Delegation to
Georgia awarded the ‘EU Hu-
man Rights in Film Award 2023’
to two films. EU Ambassador
Pawel Herczynski presented the
awards to the winners at the
Amirani Cinema, marking the
fifth consecutive year of this
award at the festival.

For the first time, this year’s
award celebrated achievements
in two distinct categories: docu-
mentary and fiction. The docu-
mentary award was presented to
Smiling Georgia, directed by
Luka Beradze. Endless Borders
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by Abbas Amini won in the fic-
tion category.

“At the time when Georgia
and Europe are closer than ever,
promoting the Georgian cin-
ematographic industry and the
unique culture of Georgia is of
great importance for the Euro-
pean Union,” Ambassador Pawel
Herczynski said.

It has become a regular prac-
tice for the EU Delegation to
Georgia to support the Human
Rights in Film Award, estab-
lished on the occasion of Human
Rights Day, which is marked on
10 December.

The Prometheus Centre for
Cinematographic Art has been
organising the Thilisi Interna-
tional Film Festival since 2000,
with the aim of presenting out-
standing new foreign and Geor-
gian films.
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@The Messenger welcomes your
contributions. If you are
interested in submitting an
article or news item please
contact.

All contributions should be
submitted by e-mail.

The Messenger Georgia’s
English language daily is an
independent newspaper, and,

therefore, the opinions
expressed in some articles do
not necessarily coincide with
those of the newspaper. We
take no responsibility for any
claims made in advertisments.

@The Messenger preserves the
style of a source written in
English where possible.
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The Office of the Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain

in Georgia organized a Spanish guitar concert by

Igor Gayarre Conde on the occasion of the Spanish
Presidency
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