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BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The President of Georgia,
Salome Zourabichvili,

hosted a reception for the repre-
sentatives of the ethnic minor-
ity living in Georgia at the
Orbeliani Palace within the
framework of the campaign
“Our Voice for Europe.”

In her address, President
Salome Zourabichvili expressed
her satisfaction at hosting a di-
verse group of representatives as
part of the campaign “Our Voice
for Europe”. She emphasized the
importance of the campaign,
which is set to conclude on De-
cember 15, being inclusive and
involving citizens of all origins
in Georgia.

President Zourabichvili dis-
cussed the concept of Europe and
citizenship, emphasizing that in
a European-type state, citizen-
ship transcends nationality, en-
compassing ethnic origin, reli-
gious beliefs, and roots. She as-
serted that everyone in Georgia
should have the opportunity to
succeed and fully exist in a Eu-
ropean-style state, highlighting
Georgia’s historical commitment
to this principle.

“Everyone should have the
opportunity to succeed and fully
exist in a European-type state.
Georgia has always provided and
continues to provide this oppor-
tunity. Thus, Georgia was and
will be European. In the culture

President Zourabichvili Hosts Reception for Ethnic
Minority Representatives at Orbeliani Palace

of Georgia, this value has al-
ways been of utmost impor-
tance—ensuring that everyone
has the opportunity to preserve
and develop their identity, lan-
guage, and beliefs,”
Zourabichvili said.

Zourabichvili expressed warm
congratulations to everyone
gathered for the day, acknowl-

edging the beginning of Hanuk-
kah for those of the Jewish faith
and extending early congratula-
tions to the Yazidi community
for their upcoming holiday. She
then recognized the imminent
celebrations of Catholic Christ-
mas and Orthodox Christmas,
sending her best wishes to those
celebrating it.

President Zourabichvili em-
phasized the significance of liv-
ing together, not only in mutual
respect but also in shared cel-
ebrations and moments of
mourning. She acknowledged
the diversity of holidays cel-
ebrated collectively, highlight-
ing the unity that comes with
commemorating important

events together.
The Georgian President also

acknowledged the difficult day
for Armenians due to the Spitak
earthquake that occurred 35
years ago, expressing solidarity
with Armenian citizens living in
Georgia and recognizing the
shared remembrance of this
tragic event.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The United States called upon
the Russian Federation to

promptly fulfill its obligations
under the EU-brokered ceasefire
agreement of August 12, 2008,
by withdrawing its forces to pre-
conflict positions. Additionally,
the statement, released by the
US mission after the conclusion
of the 59th round of interna-
tional discussions in Geneva,
emphasized the need to allow
unrestricted access for the deliv-
ery of humanitarian aid.

“The United States delegation,
led by Ambassador and Perma-
nent Representative to the U.S.
Mission to the OSCE Michael
Carpenter, welcomed dialogue
with participants to seek a
peaceful resolution to the conflict
in Georgia.  The United States
called upon the Russian Federa-
tion, as a party to the conflict,
to fulfill immediately its un-
equivocal obligation under the
EU-mediated August 12, 2008
ceasefire agreement to withdraw
its forces to pre-conflict positions,
as well as to uphold its commit-
ments to allow unrestricted ac-
cess for the delivery of humani-
tarian assistance and not im-

U.S. Urges Russia to Comply
with Ceasefire Agreement and
Ensure Humanitarian Access

pede international security ar-
rangements on the ground.  The
occupation of 20 percent of
Georgia’s territory by Russia’s
forces undermines Georgia’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-
rity, as does Russia’s ongoing
borderization.  Abkhazia and
South Ossetia are internation-
ally recognized and integral
parts of Georgia.  The United
States applauds Georgia’s long-
held commitment not to use
force to resolve the conflict.

Russia’s unprovoked war
against Ukraine reminds us
that Russia’s actions in Georgia
are not isolated.  We condemn
Russia’s behavior in the stron-
gest possible terms, just as we
condemn Russia’s violation of
Georgia’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, which has con-
tinued since 2008.    Russia is
the only party to the conflict in
Georgia that currently stations
its forces on the territory of an-
other sovereign state in flagrant
violation of the UN Charter, the
Helsinki Final Act, and Russia’s
obligation under the 2008
ceasefire agreement.  These vio-
lations resulted in the killing of
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Weather

Friday, December 8

Day Light Rain
High: 8°C

Night Light Rain

Low: 6°C

Saturday, December 9
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A total of 150 young people
took part in the

TruthTechThon hackathon,
organised in Georgia by the Me-
dia Development Foundation
with EU support.

The event aimed to provide
young people with an opportu-
nity to create digital resources
using cutting-edge technology to
enhance media literacy, combat
disinformation, and bolster the
trustworthiness of information.

Thirteen out of 30 teams made
it to the final round.

The first place was won by

‘EasyVerify’, an innovative tool
that helps users verify the au-
thenticity of information with
three clicks.

Second place went to
‘Natsarkekia’, an innovative and
fun game that uses the storyline
of a Georgian fairy-tale,
Natsarkekia, to teach school
children about media literacy.

The ‘Open Evidence’ initiative
won third place. This is a ma-
chine learning tool that helps
users in the in-depth analysis of
the media environment in Geor-
gia and reveals current trends.

The activity was supported by
DW Akademie and the German
Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(BMZ).

(euneighbourseast.eu)

a Georgian citizen in November
by Russian occupation forces for

U.S. Urges Russia to Comply
with Ceasefire Agreement and
Ensure Humanitarian Access

traveling within his own coun-
try.  We offer condolences to the
family of Tamaz Ginturi and
condemn Russia’s actions that

resulted in his death.
The United States regrets

that, due to a walk-out by par-
ticipants from Russia and the de

facto authorities, the issues of
Internally Displaced Persons
and refugees, water, and gas
could not be fully discussed.

The United States notes the
partial reopening of two crossing
points on the administrative
boundary line with the South
Ossetia region of Georgia and we
continue the call for their full
reopening, which would have a
positive impact on communities
in conflict-affected areas. The

United States praises the effec-
tiveness of the ongoing Ergneti
Incident Prevention and Re-
sponse Mechanism (IPRM),
which defuses tensions at the
local level and delivers concrete
results to people living within
this conflict-affected area and
hopes to see the resumption of
the Gali IPRM in the nearest
possible future,” the statement
reads.

PREPARED BY MESSENGER
STAFF

Klaar Highlights Tamaz
Ginturi’s Murder by
Russian Occupying

Forces as Main Focus in
Geneva Negotiations

Toivo Klaar, the EU Special
Representative for the Crisis in

the South Caucasus and Geor-
gia, expressed optimism and sat-
isfaction with the recent Geneva
negotiations. He remarked, “It
is good that we had the opportu-
nity to hold the 59th round of the
Geneva negotiations, and it is
good that all parties are partici-
pating.”

Klaar highlighted that the
main focus during the Geneva

negotiations was directed toward
addressing the tragic case of
Tamaz Ginturi, a Georgian citi-
zen killed by Russian occupying
forces. He emphasized the need
to explore preventive measures
to ensure similar incidents are
avoided in the future.

“From our side, we empha-
sized that all participants should
consider how to create an atmo-
sphere where people living near
the administrative border will
not be afraid to go to the church
or cemeteries because they
might be arrested or killed.

The Geneva platform is the
only one we have. It’s not ideal;
we’ve been having these meet-
ings for 15 years, and it’s prob-
ably fair to say that it would be
nice to have more progress. At
the same time, the fact that we
have the opportunity to meet and
discuss various issues is cer-
tainly important. We all wish we
have more results 15 years from
now,” Klaar stated.

US Deputy Assistant
Secretary Joshua Huck
Meets with Opposition

Representatives

US Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of State Joshua Huck met
with representatives of the op-
position. According to them, the
meeting covered various issues,
including US observation mis-
sions for the 2024 elections, the
potential for a coalition govern-
ment, and support for Georgia’s

European agenda.
“We discussed the pre-election

period and the election process to
avoid repeating the abomination

that ‘Dream’ committed in 2020
and 2021. It is crucial for the
Dream to understand that any
attempts to falsify elections again
will result in severe and inescap-
able criticism, preventing the le-
gitimization of any unlawfully
held elections,” stated one of the
leaders of ‘Lelo,’ Badri Japaridze.

TruthTechThon hackathon on media literacy
brings together 150 young Georgians
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The Ambassador of Italy to Georgia, H.E. Enrico Valvo and the General

Director of Georgian National Museum, Academician David Lordkipanidze
opened the exhibition The Etruscan World Treasures from the Museums of

Chiusi, Chianciano and Florence on December 6.
After the opening H.E. Enrico Valvo hosted a reception say farewell to his
friends and colleagues he has worked with during his 4 years in Georgia.

The Messenger wishes H.E. Enrico Valvo good health, prosperity, all the best
and success in future career.
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