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GEL 3.00“ I m p a r t i a l ,  I n f o r m a t i v e ,  I n s i g h t f u l ”

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

The Georgian government administra-
tion reported that at a government

meeting, led by Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili, the members of the Cabi-
net of Ministers discussed the 13 issues
on the agenda and approved the draft of
the decree outlining the communication
strategy of the Government of Georgia for
the years 2024-2027.

According to the head of the
government’s administration, the docu-
ment is structured into three chapters.
The first chapter provides an overview of
the information environment, the second
outlines the government’s communica-
tion vision and goals, and the third is
dedicated to monitoring and evaluating
the implementation of the strategy.

“This document defines three impor-
tant goals. First, the production of com-
munication relevant to national interests
and based on values, with five associated
tasks defined. The second goal of the strat-
egy is to combat disinformation, address-
ing the respective visions of our services
in this direction. The third goal focuses
on institutional perfection within the
strategic communications system,” stated
Revaz Javelidze.

The government administration empha-
sized that the communication strategy is
based on the national policy document
approved by the government in 2023 - “Vi-
sion 2030 Development Strategy of Geor-
gia,” and it is fully consistent with the
country’s long-term development vision,
strategic priorities, goals, and objectives.

“The purpose of the document developed
by the Government of Georgia is to estab-
lish a unified vision for a proactive, consis-
tent, and coordinated communication sys-
tem between the government and the pub-
lic. This system aims to increase aware-
ness among the country’s population while

Government Approves Communication Strategy,
Prioritizing Combating Disinformation and Fake News

aligning with the long-term communica-
tion goals of the Government of Georgia.

One of the priority goals of the strat-
egy is to combat disinformation and fake
news. This involves strengthening efforts
in the fight against disinformation and
concurrently developing the capabilities
of strategic communication units within
state agencies,” the administration’s
statement reads.

As per the statement, representatives
from the strategic communications units
of Georgian government agencies, along
with international and local experts, par-
ticipated in the collaborative effort to de-
velop the document. This also included
representatives from the strategic com-
munications of the National Security
Council, NATO, and the European Union
Information Center.

According to the government adminis-
tration, under the program ‘Strategic Com-
munications for a Better Future’ funded
by the US State Department for strategic
purposes, a systematic study of the stra-
tegic communications of Georgian govern-
ment agencies was conducted. This study
highlighted challenges in this direction,
while also identifying opportunities for the
development of strategic communications.

counterpart signifies his support
for Georgia’s European aspira-
tions. The Czech President rec-
ognizes President Zourabichvili
as a politician who significantly
contributes to the promotion of
European values in her country.

As part of the visit,
Zourabichvili will also meet with
the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and, on Tuesday,
with the Speaker of the Senate.

According to the administra-
tion of the Czech president,
President Pavel aims to express
his support for Georgia’s Euro-
pean path ahead of the European
Council meeting.

Parliament First Deputy Vice
Speaker Gia Volski addressed
President Zourabichvili’s meet-
ing with the Czech president and
criticized her once again, saying
“The trip to the Czech Republic
of a person called a violator of
the Constitution will not suit the
political image of Georgia and is
damaging.”

According to Volski, the gov-
ernment cannot grant a mandate
to someone who supports views

President Zourabichvili’s Meeting with
Czech President Pavel Sparks Criticism

from Parliament Vice Speaker Volski

contrary to the official position of
the government and society.

“This mandate is inappropri-
ate and inadequate for a violator
of the Constitution. The trip to
the Czech Republic of a person
who is called a violator of the con-
stitution is not good for the po-
litical image of Georgia and is
damaging. The European Union
decided that Georgia deserves the
status. Salome Zourabichvil’s
task is to create a feeling in soci-
ety that violation of the Consti-
tution will not have consequences
and damage the reputation of the
Constitutional Court. Her task
and task is to prevent the society
from having a feeling of stabil-
ity, the stability created by the
government,” said Gia Volski.

Due to visits to EU countries
without government permission,
the Georgian Dream initiated the
impeachment procedure against
the president in September of this
year. The Constitutional Court
confirmed the violation of the
Constitution by the President,
although the Parliament was
unable to impeach Zourabichvili.

BY LIZA MCHEDLIDZE

On December 11, President
of the Czech Republic Petr

Pavel hosted Georgian President
Salome Zourabichvil. Following
a warm welcoming ceremony,
the two presidents engaged in a

face-to-face meeting.
According to the Czech public

broadcaster ‘Cht-24’, President
Pavel’s reception of his Georgian
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Weather

Tuesday, December 12

Day Light Rain
High: 8°C

Night  Cloudy

Low: 6°C

Wednesday, December 13

Day Light Rain
High: 9°C

Night  Cloudy
Low: 5°C
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The News in Brief

Op - EdBY JOSEP BORRELL AND
WOPKE HOEKSTRA

BRUSSELS – “Present
trends are racing our

planet down a dead-end three-
degree temperature rise,” United
Nations Secretary-General
António Guterres recently
warned. He is right. Unless we
act decisively – beginning at the
United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP28) underway
in Dubai – the threat that cli-
mate change poses to humanity
will become nothing short of ex-
istential.

Already, climate change is a
major risk multiplier for conflict
and instability. Extreme weather
events like floods and heatwaves
have led to the forcible displace-
ment of more than 20 million
people each year since 2008. By
2050, more than one billion people
may have insufficient access to
water, and more than 200 mil-
lion may be forced to migrate.

Water scarcity and food short-
ages are fueling violent conflicts
in the Sahel, the Horn of Africa,
and other parts of the world. Of
the 20 countries that are most
vulnerable to climate change, 12
are mired in conflicts. Authori-
tarian countries are taking ad-
vantage of the turmoil, attempt-
ing to gain influence over frag-
ile governments and secure ac-
cess to raw materials. Unless
our mitigation and adaptation
efforts are equal to the climate
crisis, these trends will acceler-
ate and spread, with truly cata-
strophic results.

The European Union is doing
its part to avoid such an outcome.

Europe Knows that Climate
Action Is Vital to Global Security

finance to developing economies,
having delivered Euro28,5 bil-
lion ($30 billion) in 2022. More-
over, the developed economies
are finally on track to meet the
goal of mobilizing $100 billion
annually for climate adaptation
and mitigation in the developing
world. But we must think beyond
this pledge, which ends in 2025.

It is time to align both public
and private financial flows with
the goals laid out in the Paris
climate agreement, and take cli-
mate finance from billions to
trillions. At the same time, the
international financial institu-
tions and multilateral develop-
ment banks need to be reformed,
so that they can do more to sup-
port the delivery of global public
goods. And the new Loss and
Damage Fund needs the appro-
priate financial firepower. The
first substantial pledges are en-
couraging. Here, too, China will
be an indispensable partner.

In an increasingly multipolar
world, shaped by the return of
great-power politics, concerted
international cooperation might
seem far-fetched. But in the face
of such a global existential chal-
lenge, we must succeed.

With the European Green Deal,
we are aiming, by 2030, to reduce
our greenhouse-gas emissions by
at least 55%, ensure that more
than 42.5% of our energy comes
from renewable sources, and in-
crease energy efficiency by at
least 11.7%. We strive to become
climate-neutral by 2050.

Central to our strategy for
achieving these goals is putting
a price on carbon dioxide emis-
sions. But imposing a carbon
price only on EU production
risks simply pushing carbon-in-
tensive activities beyond our bor-
ders. Such “carbon leakage”
would mean losing jobs in the
EU without achieving any re-
duction in global emissions.

That is why we implemented
the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), which en-
sures that the most carbon-inten-
sive imports are subject to a car-
bon price in line with that put on
European goods. This is not pro-
tectionism. Rather, it is a neces-
sary step to ensure that our am-
bitious decarbonization measures
are helpful for the global climate.

We also want to take respon-
sibility for the greenhouse-gas
emissions caused outside the EU
by our consumption of imported
goods, which why we are “green-
ing” our trade policy. In particu-
lar, we want to ensure that the
products we import no longer con-
tribute to deforestation – one of
the greatest threats to the climate
and biodiversity. We know that
the requirements stemming from
this EU law are causing tensions
with some of our partners. We
are ready to support them in
implementing these measures
and to address together the chal-

lenge of deforestation.
The green transition will

shake up the global balance of
power. For the EU, this process
implies both benefits and risks.
On one hand, it will reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels – a
dependence that, as Russia’s war
against Ukraine has demon-
strated, carries high political and
economic costs. On the other
hand, it could create new depen-
dencies, such as on producers of
critical raw materials. Avoiding
that outcome – and bolstering
our security – requires us to en-
sure diversity of supply. To that
end, we must strengthen our
ties with Africa, Latin America,
and South Asia, developing tai-
lor-made partnerships that allow
for value-addition and job cre-
ation in our partner countries.

While Europe bears an impor-
tant historical responsibility for
climate change, we account for
just 7.5% of global emissions to-
day, meaning that the actions we
take at home can have only a
limited impact on the world’s
climate. The only solution to cli-
mate change is a global one. At
a time when multilateralism is
under growing pressure, agree-
ment on how to meet the targets
set at COP21 in Paris would not
only ensure a safe future for our
children, but also would show
that multilateral institutions
can still deliver.

COP28 must shift the world
into higher gear. The EU is com-
mitted to pushing for the phase-
out of unabated fossil fuels and
all fossil-fuel subsidies, the dou-
bling of energy-efficiency mea-
sures, and the tripling of renew-
able-energy capacity worldwide.

But to make this happen, we need
the buy-in of the other industri-
alized economies, as well as
China, which, despite its tremen-
dous progress in renewables, still
burns more coal than the rest of
the world combined.

The green transition will suc-
ceed only if it is just and ben-
efits all. The most climate-vul-
nerable countries have contrib-
uted little to climate change but
risk bearing the brunt of it.
While they must be part of the
global race to net-zero emissions,
they need and deserve greater
support when it comes to cli-
mate adaptation and the green-
energy transition. The EU is
prepared to deliver such support
– and help our partners avoid
repeating our past mistakes.

The EU, its member states,
and the European financial in-
stitutions are already the larg-
est contributors of public climate

Josep Borrell, High Repre-
sentative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, is Vice
President of the European
Commission for a Stronger
Europe in the World.

Wopke Hoekstra is Euro-
pean Commissioner for Cli-
mate Action
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Ilia Darchiashvili Meets with
European Commissioner

Olivér Várhelyi in Brussels

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Geor-
gia, Ilia Darchiashvili held a meeting with
European Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi in
Brussels to discuss issues related to enlarge-
ment and neighborhood policy. The Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of Georgia has dissemi-

nated information about this meeting.
According to the agency, during the

meeting, the parties reviewed the steps
taken by Georgia on the path of integra-
tion into the European Union and the
reforms implemented at both the legisla-
tive and institutional levels. The efforts
made by the Georgian side and the
achieved results were duly noted.

The conversation also touched on the
European Commission’s enlargement re-
port and recommendations, which were
determined for Georgia by the decision of
November 8, 2023.

Darchiashvili informed the European
Commissioner about the action plan ap-
proved by the Government of Georgia,
aimed at fulfilling the nine recommenda-
tions of the European Commission. Dur-
ing the conversation, he emphasized that
the Georgian side is ready to closely coop-
erate with the EU side in fulfilling the
mentioned tasks. Additionally, the minis-
ter highlighted that the country is eagerly

awaiting the decision of the European Coun-
cil to grant Georgia candidate status.

The parties also discussed the Eastern
Partnership ministerial, exploring the
prospects of cooperation in this format
and the overall future development of the
partnership. Additionally, the conversa-
tion touched upon other crucial aspects
of Georgia-EU cooperation, including
sectoral integration and the progress
achieved in this direction.

Parliament Chair Shalva Pap-
uashvili Meets with Azer-

baijani President Ilham Aliyev
The Chairman of the Parliament of

Georgia, Shalva Papuashvili, met with
the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev.

According to the Parliament’s press
service, the parties positively assessed the
close friendly, and partnership relations
between the two countries and peoples.

They discussed current and planned
projects and activities in the fields of
transport, energy, culture, and people-to-
people relations. Emphasis was placed on
the role and importance of the parlia-
ments of Georgia and Azerbaijan in
strengthening bilateral ties.

The meeting also addressed the secu-
rity environment in the region, the ongo-
ing processes related to Karabakh, and
the possibilities of establishing long-term
peace.
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Ms. Asunción Sánchez Ruiz, Deputy Head of Delegation of the

European Union to Georgia, together with the Political, Press and
Information Section team hosted an End of Year Event on December 7.
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